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LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. .” . 





NOTIFICATION. ‘ 
the 21st January, 1918—The following Act, 

















No." 
by the ‘Council of the Goyernor of Bengal, received the astent 
of His the Governor on the 2ist December, 19i7, and having 
been a yy His Wxcellency the Viceroy and Governor General 


1918, is hereby published for general information:— >| 


BENGAL AQT No. 1 cal 1918. } 


BENGAL PUBLIC DEMANDS RECOVERY 
| (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1918. 


create 


ct to amend the Bengal Public Demands Mo Des 
_ Recovery Act, 1913. . 
| ta $ it is expedient to‘amend the Bengal ° 
‘Demands Ngee Act, 1913, in order to 4 
provide for a more effective method of realising the - 


contributions to the assets of a Co-operative Society 
anderiHgquidation and the costs of sach liquiglation ; 

* ‘Ibis hereby ehacted us follows :— 

pe aaa pa ees ~~» 

‘40 whis Act May be called the Bengal Public . 
‘Demands iar eelanayanient) Act, 1918. 
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No. 4491» diiled the 11th March 1918.—The following Act, passed b 
Legislative Council of the Governor of Bengal, rece 





ot the Bengal Legislative Council. 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 








| LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 
4 ee 
. “NOriFrica TION. 


ived the assent 0! 


the r 
His 


Excellency the Governor on the 28th January, 1918, and having been 


assented to by |His Excel 


4th March, 1018 hemamee tase for general information :— 


ah 












‘ BENGAL ACT NO. II OF 191f. 
af hy 
‘THE @ENGAL TENANGY (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1918. 





expedient to “co eget and amend 
ey Act, 1885, in the manner herein- 


‘the previous sanction of the Governor 
obtained under section 79, sub- 


Acts 


ed as fo}lows — = - 


ibe called’ the Bengal Tenancy 
8. r 
. 


vit 
1980. 


50.51. 


ency the Viceroy and Governor-General on the 
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@ Government of India Act, 1915, #0 54 4 Gec 







© © 


4 THE CALCUTIA GAZ 





€ » 
5, MARCH 13, 1918. [Parr III - 





‘The Bengal Tenancy n 

(Section 2.) 
2. After Chapter VII sme er wey Act, Vittot eee 

vi a a65, sta following tho | be inserted, = 


namely == 0g, 








PE, 
+ «GHAPTER VUA. ‘ 
. 


= © Restrictions on alienati#n of land by aboriginals. 


‘ é 
Applicuigp Chap = AQA, (1) This Chapier shall apply in) the 
bso 14 instancé only to, the fo thals of the districts | 
© Birbhum, Bankura and Midawpore, wl shall 
deemed to be aboriginals for the purposes of this 
Chapter: f 
(2) The Local Government may, from time to time, 
by notification published in the Caleut Gazette, 
declare that the provisions of this Chay ter shall, in 
any district or local area, apply to sach of the follow- 
ing aboriginal Bastes or tribes as may be specified in a 
the notification, and that. such castes or tribes shall 
be deemed to be aboriginals for the purposes of this he 
Chapter, namely = | 


Sonthals of other districts, ogg Bhumijes, j 
Garos, Gonds, Hadis, jangs, 08, v | 
Kbarias, Kharwars, Kochs fi a Divi- Uy 
sion), Koras, Maghs (Basar, District), 
Mal and Sauria Paharias, Meches, Mundas, % 
Oraons and Turis. © woe 
(3) Phe publication of a notifiéation unter sub- : 
section (2) shall be conclusive evidence that the 
provisions of this Chapter have been duly applied to 
such castes or tribes: © SG ame | * 
(4) The ‘Local Government may, by a 
fication, declare that this Chapter shall, in anyAstrict 
or local area, cease to apply to the Sonthals i 
mc in sub-section (1) or to any caste or tribe to 
may have been applied under sub-section (2)." 










“@9B. No fans by an abprielat tenw 

raiyat or under-raiyat of his right 

Pieper Hamaitt (9 Tie tenure BE. ding, or in iy 

‘ portion thereof, by private sale, 

gift, Will, morigage, lease or uny contract or agreement, 

Shall be valid to any extent except provided in 
‘this Chapter. — sat 








“9G. An aboriginal tonare-holder. er grat a 
OBEN sas, lease to another aboriginal, to hold 
holden” no hee as a tenure-holder, or to 
_ onitivate it as a in accord-» 

ance with the provisions of this ‘i, eh ae q 











“49D. Subject to the provisions 9 


7 Siib:letting by raiyat. wboriginal raiyat may 8 
~ holding to anoth uborigina! 
{ cultivate itas an indecent: Waerihes 33 si 


anh se: 





“49E, (1) Anaboriginal tenure-| raiyat or 
a; cund&-raiyat may enter ‘th anotl ° 
sy temweteier st bor all Eta compte ied gs 


fruc- 
“land under his Be aA , ig wl any . 

1 

| 


9 om) Siang ps 
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The Bengal, Ver (Amendment) Act, 1918: 

“  eotion 2.) 


- does not iind. cannot, inany possible event, by any 
_ agreement, ress or imp! exeved seven years, or 
.the period of his own right, whichever is 16s: 


Provided that every mor! 80 ‘entered into xvi ot ime. 
ne oe registered under the ndian Registration 
cb, I 


(2) An aboriginal tenant’s power to mortgage his 
land shall be restricted to only one form of mortgage, 
namely, a complete usufructuary mortgage, - 


Wea Explanation —A ‘complete usufruétua mortgage” 
means a transfer by a tenant of the right of possession 
in any land for the purpose of securing the payment 
of money or the return of grain advanced or to be 
advanced by way of loan, upon the condition that the 
Joan, with all interest thereon, shall be deemed to 
he extinguished by the profits arising from the land 
duting the period of the morfigige. Se 

soAfitiction to Qotles” HQQF, (¥) If in any ciso— 

canes, 


(a) an aboriginal tenure-holder is unable to Jease 
his land as provided in section 490, or an 
aboriginal raiyat is unable to sub-let his 
holding as provided in section 49D, or an 
" ) abesigiiie tenure-holder, raiyat or under- ty 
g ‘ raiyat is unable to mortgage his land to 
bw " °* another aboriginal as provided in section “s 
,. + 49E, sub-section (1), or ° 
(6) an aboriginal tenure-holder, raiyat or under- 
Taiyat desires to transfer his land, or any 
\ portion thereof, by private sale, gift or 
will to any person, 


the may apply to the Collector for permission, in case 
(a), to transfer the same to a person who is not an 
aboriginal, or in case (6), to transfer the same by 
private sale, gift or will to any person; andthe Collec. > 
tor snes, pass such order on the application as he 
thinks fit. 

_. @) Every such transfer shall be made by register 
ed deed, and before the deed is registered and the land 
transferred, the written consent of the Collector shall be 
obtained to the terms of the deed and to the transfer, 
\ (8) Nothing if this section shall walidate a transfer 
of any land or portion thereof which, by. the terms 
upon which it is held, or by any law or local custom, 
would not be transferable except for the provisions of 
this section, _ 


. "aga. “No transfer by, ded aa eat tenure-holder, 
: « cad raiyat or under-raiyat in contraven- 
+ or rie “ala, tion of the provisions of this Chapter . 
Me mie shall be registered or in any way 
1 paige ani ized as yalid by any Court, 
* Dente the icici, of. civil, criminal or revenue p 


, “49H. (J) Ifa transfer of a ténareor hdiding, or 

d ‘apy portion thereof, is made by an 
al ‘inal tenure-' er, raiyat or 
\der-raiyat in contravention of the 
vaapemamone of section 49B, or if the 
has continued or is in possession in contra- 
the provisions of section 49E, sub-section(7), 


“2 
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The Bengal Tanrancy (Amendment) Act, 1918. 
(Section 2.) : 


or section 49K, as the case may be, the Collector may. 
or iis own initiative or on application made in that 
behalf by an otder in writing, eject the transferee 
from such tenure, h@lding or portion; i 
Proviged that is 
(a) the transferee whomt is proposed to eject has 
not been in continuous possession in con- 
travention of this Act for twelve years, and. 
(b) he is given qn opportunity of showing cause ry 
against the order of ejectment. 


(2) When the Collector has passed any order under 
sub-section(Z), he shall either— 


(a) restore the transferred land to the aboriginal 
tenure holder, raiyat or under-rai; or 
. his hely’ or Jegal representative, or 
(b) failing the transferor or his heir or legal 
representative, declare that/the right of 
settlement is vested in the landlord 
subject to the provisions of section 49J, 
provided that if the right is.not exercised 
within one year, the Collector may, 
within six months, settle theg land on 
_ behalf of the landlord on such terms as he . 
“deems fit with an aborigival; and, if the 
Collector is unable to make such settle- 
ment’ within the said period, an un- 
restricted right of settlement will vest in 
the landlord, / 


Remtilenen oteevain 6 9J_-() Whenever— 


(a) the right of settlement of any tenancy, or 
any ion thereof, is declared to be 
_ vested in the landlord under clause (b) 
of sub-section (2) of section 49H, or 
(b) an aboriginal tenant surrenders his tenancy, 
or a portion thereof, or abandons his resi- 
dence and ceases to hold his tenancy, 


* the landlord may, subject to the provisions of sections 
86 and 87,— pi 


(a) settle ‘the tenancy, or a, portion thereof, 
with an aboriginal, or, * state 
(ii) with the approval of the Collector in writing, 
* settle the same with a person who is not 
: se Esha it a Sere it a his own 
ssion : provit tl su yproval 

j shall not be withheld if the Gollactor is 

satisfied that the surrender or abandon- 

ment referred to in this sub-section is 

not made with the object of. ng the 

é provisions of section 49) 491 or 49] i: 


1 és 
(2) Tf any landlord resettles or otherwi: 
any tenay as aforesaid i des ae i 
provisions of mubseton Collector may take 
{t 
, 


action, so far as mi with ; te 
‘visions of section 198 ‘galas aguas 


. ’ rc 
East Ye, ep a to F { peers 
s * od at seal 


Act, 1918. 








Notwithstanding anything in this Act, no 
sale of decree or order shall be passed by 
. Ratat ‘oder order any Court for the sale ofthe right 
* 3 ie r i of an uboriginal — tenure-hol ler, 
fe raiyat or under-raiyat in his tenure or holding, or in 
any portion thereof, nor shall any such .right be sold 

in execution ‘of anylecree or order : i 


Provided as follows -— : a 
- (@) my tenure or holding longing to an 
ite aboriginal may. be sold, ae of a 
decree of a competent Court, to recover 
an arrear of rent which has accrued in 

respect of the tenure or holding; > 
(®) nothing in this section shall affect any right 
to execute a decree for the sale of any 
such tenure or helding, or the terms or 
at conditions of » bond fide contract 
» relating thereto, if'such decree Was pissed, 

or such contract registered,— 
() in’ the case of the Sonthals of the dis- 
tricts of “Birbhum, Bankura and 
Midnapore, before the Ist November, 
1916 4a: 
(i) in the ease of other castes and tribes to 
which this’ Chapter has been applied, 
. eon, at least one year before the date of 
. the publication of the notification’ 
under section 49A, sub-section (2), in 
tespect to such castes or tribes ; 
(c) pee ae this section shall affect any right 
r for the sale of any such tenure or hold- 
ing for the recovery of any dues which 
oe are recoverable as public demands, 


“@9L. Lf the sale of a tenure or holding, or any 

; portion thereof, is ordered in execu- 

ee nT Oh Gian at a doored against an aboriginal 

4 tenure-holder, raiyat or under-raiyat 

in respeet of such teuancy or Portion thereof, the 

Court executing the decree shall allow the jenant 
reasonable time in which to pay the amount due. 





“@9M. (2) An appeal, if presented within thirty © 
” days from the date of the order 
Appeg! and revision: appealed against, shall lie to. the 
Collector of the district from any order made under 
section 49F, 49H or 49) by any officer in the 
district exercising the powers of a Collector, and 
the order of the Collector on appeal shall be final; 
_. Provided that every order passed by the Collector 
on: pee shall be subject to revision and modifieation 
by the loner. * 
- -@) Notwithstandi\ anything in sub-section (1), 
an appeal from ie). v made under any of the 
a “sections mentioned in that sub-section by an officer 
£ ane under Chapter X of this’ Act shall be) to such 
i ras the Local Goverment may appoint in this 
n sate ca of such officer.on appeal shall 












it, in every such case, every onder 
1e suid officer on appeal shall be eubiject 
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Acts of the Bengal Legislative Council. 
’ 
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., GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 









= LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. R 


NOrIFICATION. 





evi 

(0. 4062, dated the 14th March 1918.—The following Act, passed by the 
Legislati uneil of the Governor of Bengal, received the assent of His 
Hxcellene he Governor’ on the 22nd February, 1918, and having beer 
assented mone His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General on the 
7th Mareh, 1918, ereby published for general information :— 



















BENGAL .ACT NO. lil OF 1918. 
“THE BENGAL (ALIENS) DISQUALIFICATION AGT, 1918, 


An Ael to disqualify certain persons from voting at 
ms of, or being elected or appointed as mem- 








i: Wueress it is expedient to disqualify certain 
persons from yoting ut elections of, or being elected 
‘or appointed as Commissioners of the Corporation of 
C or of any other Municipality in Bengal, or as % 
f District or Local Boards or of Union 
therein, and also to disqualify them from 
flice in any such body; 
hereby enacted as follows :— ) 


This Act may be called the Bengal (Aliens) 
ication Act, 1918, sm 

shall come iffto force on such date as the 
ernment may direct by notification in the 
Gazette. 


Short tite 
smencement and 


» . 
oc ay 
z 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 1918. 
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PART Ill. 
Acts of the Bengal Legislative Council. / 
a 4 
. GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


. NOTIFICATION. 


No. 9T. L., dated the 27th April, 1918.—The following Act, passed by 
the Legislative Council of the Governor of Bengal, received the assent 
of His Excellency the Governor on the 3rd April, 1918, and having be&n 
assented to by His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General on 
the 17th idem, 1918, is hereby published for general information :— 


BENGAL ACT NO. IV OF 1918. 


THE SERAMPORE COLLEGE ACT, 1918. 
WV : 


~ CONTENTS. 





PREAMBLE. 
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The Oollege Faculty. 

Constitution of the College Faculty. 

Delegation of Council's powers and duties, 

The Senate of the College. z 

Constitution of the Senate, : 
Term of office of Members of the Senate. 

Thaties of the Senate. , . 


Power of the Senate to make rules and regula~ f 
tions. . ad 


Granting of degrees. 
Power.of the Council to make by*laws. 


Effect of Act. fs 


_ ScHEDULE I.—Clmrter of Incorporation of the 


. Serampore College: 


ScuepuLe I].—Statutes and Regulations of the 


Serampore College. 


. 


é i i ae z ‘ 
‘Parr II) THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MAY 1, 1018. , 18 
er rae reece ee 
BENGAL ACT NO. IV OF 1918, 
THE SERAMPORE COLLEGE ACT, isis, 


An Act to supplement, and. ine certain, maiters to 
supersede, the Royal Charter of Incorporation , 

” and the Statutes and Regulations of the Seram- 
pore College. ; * ” 


Proamble WHEREAS, on the 23rd day of Februar ’, 1827, the 
institution, established in . rampore, Bengal, and 
. known as the Serampore College, was incorporated by 
° Royal Charter granted by his late Danish Majesty, 
King Frederick the Sixth, with the powers and privi- 
leges in the said Royal Charteb set forth, including 
the power of vonferring upon the students of the said 
College degrees of rank and honour according to their . 
proficiency in science ; 


mi And whereas by Article’ VI of the Treaty of 
Purchase, dated the 29nd February, 1845, transferring 
Serampore to the British Government, it was pro- 
vided that the rights and immunities granted to 
the Serampore College by, the said Royal Charter, 
as translated and contained in Schedule I to this Act, 
should not be interfpred with, but should continue in 
force in the same manner as if they had been obtained 
by # Charter from the British Government, subject — 
to the general law of British India ; 


* And whereas, Statates and Regulations for the 
better government of the said College and manage- 
ment of its concerns, as contained in Schedule II to 
this Act, were, on the 12th day of June, 1833, made and 
established under the powers conferred by Article 4. 
of the said Royal Charter ; 


* And whereas, under the provisions of the said 
Royal Charter, the Council of the College consists of 
a Master or President and two or ‘four members , 
elected as provided in the said Statutes and Regula- 
tions, and the management of the College and its 
general order and government is vested in the Master 
and Council, aud the said power of conferring degrees 
of rank and honour is vested in the first Council and 
their successors for ever; 


And whereas it is considered that in order to give 
sarerk under the conditions now existing, to, the 
intentions of his late Danish Majesty and of the 
founders’ of the said Coltege, that is to say, to promote 
piety and learning, particularly among the native 
Christian population of India, the amendment of the 
constitution of the College, by the enlargement of the 
Council on an interdenominational basis, with power 
to delegate some of its fanctions, in manner -herein- . 
after appearing, is required ; 


" And whereas the present Council of the said 

College consists of the Reverend George Pearce 

Gould, M.a., DD. Master and President. George 

Barclay Leechman, Esq., Sir George Watson Macal- 

pine, LL.D., the Reverend Robert Forman Horton, M.A, 

* DD. and the Reverend George Howé¥s, M.A, PH.D. 
Principal of the Coflege ; e 


* 
And whereas it is deemed expedient by the 
. Governor in Council, .with, the ‘consent of the said 


i d 
% mage ck “i Btiee ito 


’ 
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‘f The Serampore College Act, 1918. 











° (Sections 1—6.) 


i mpore College, that a Faculty and 
Berea prrerinee fon tne “sid Oe tact cre 
hereinafter appearing and thal 

i any secular degrees that may 
crores bs Soper The said Oonneil under the 
terms of the said Royal Charter; om 

‘And whéreas it is necessary tp make provision for 
the above purposes by subjecting the said ae 
Charter, Statutes and Regulations to an aa of the 
legislature under the general law of British ndia in 
accordance with the terms of the aforesaid oe a 

eas the previous sanction 0 e 

Gonna eaneet in Council has been obtained to the 
passing of this Act; 

It is hereby enacted as follows :— 


hort title 1. This Act maybe called the Serampore College 
Act, 1918. " 3 

2. (1) The Council ‘of the Serampore College as 
winutieg by the Royal Charter of the 23rd day 
of February, 1827, shall be enlarged so as to consist 
of not less than five nor more than sixteen ordinary 
members, including the Master, as the Council 
may from time to time determine.” The first Council 
pan constituted under thi8 section shall include thé present. 
Master and President and the other present members. 


(2) At least one-third of the members of the Council 
shall be members of the Baptist denomination. 


(3) The Master shall be the President of the 
Council. 


Constitution of the 
Council, 


(4) The Principal of the College, if not an ordinary 
member, shall be an additional member of the Countil 
ex officio during his term of office as Principal of 
the College. 


(5) Until otherwise determined by by-law made 
ander section 14, three members of the Council shall 
form a quorum. 


Resigeation of | 3 Any member of the Council may at,any time 
Members, resign his office by notice in writing to the Master, 
provided that no such resignation shall be deemed to 
take effect so long as the total number of members .of 
the Council shall by reason thereof be less than five. 

i] 
4. On any vacaney occurring in the office of 
Master the remaining members of the Couneil shall 


+ Blectionot Mas 





elect another person, whether one of t = 
8 not, to fill his’place. gree ice 
cake Fre |G. ‘Che Council shall, within one year from the i 


date of the commencement of this Act, constitute and 


appoint in the manner prescribed in secti # 
to be known as the College Faculty, st laa 


Gotstitution ot the Gs (2) The Facultyijshall consist of tl inci 
College Faculty: “(who shall be its Presiden) ang such of hes see ° 
o Mes mt of pals au functionaxies of the Gollege as 
. ppoin' the Cow ¢ 
by-laws made under ole Mt Beetle 
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“The Serampore College Act, 1978. 
(Sections 7—12.) 


(2) The Council shall from time to time prescribe 
and declare by order in writing the powers and duties 
of the Faculty, and may remove any member thereof. 


Delegation of 7. The Council may delegate to the Faculty all 
Geaneis powers a¢ Oy any of the powers and duties of the Gouncil and 
Master, which concer only the internal management 
of the College apd its general order and good. govern- 
ment. 

. 


alts Same of the ‘The Couifeil shall, within one year from the 
appoint in’the manner prescribed in section 9 a body to 
be known as the Senate of the College. 


Cons:itution of the GY. The Senate shall consist ofthe Principal (who 
brane ws, shall be convener) and not less than twelve nor more 
than eighteen persons as the Council may from time 

to time determine, to be appointed by the Council: 


Provided that— 


a) at least one and not more than three .represen- 

X tatives of each of the following Christian 

~ denominations, viz,, Anglican, Baptist, Con- 

4 gregational, Luthetan, Methodist, Presby- 

e .terian and Syrian, shall, as faras practicable, 
‘ be members of the Senate ; 


(b) at least two-thirds of the membersyshall be 
rsons other than professors, officials or 
‘unctionaries of the College ; 


(ec) not less than one-sixth of the members shall 
be members of the College Faculty. 


Term of office of 10. (1) Subject to the provisions of clause 11 of 

somes °° the Statutes and Regulations of the College, which 
shall be deemed to apply to members of the Senute, 
each member of the Senate shall hold office for a period 
of five years, at the expiration of which period he shall 
retire, but he shall be eligible for re-appointment : 


Provided that the Principal shall not, during the 
term of his office as Principal, be subject to retirement, 
unless he heornys disqualified under the provisions of 
clause 11 of the Statutes and Regulations, 


. (2) Any member of the Senate may, by notice in 
writing to the Master, resign his membership at any 
s time. » 


\ 
feputien of the 11. The Senate shall frame courses of study and 
make rules for the conduct of examinations, and 
shall, subject to the control of the Council, determine 
the qualifications for degrees and diplomas, and do 
‘and perform all other matters and things necessary or 
proper for or relating to the determination of the 
eligibility of candidates for degrees, diplomas and 
certifitutes to be conferred by the Council. 


Miner of the 42, Subject to the» provisions of Mis Act, the 
Sti'nccatens.* Senate shall make rales angl regulations for the con- 
vening of its meetings and for proper conduct of 

+ its business. - ors Vs 


. Bg BR Bit gc 3 


date of the commencementof this Act; constitute and | 
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16 
The Serampore College Act, 1918. 
(Sections 13, 14.) 
ranting of degrees. 13, If, at any time, the Council shall intend, to 


Powec of the Coun: 
coll to make by-laws 


egress in any branch or branches of knowled, 
eee shes other, aka theology, such degrees shall be 
confined tg students who shall have received regular 
instruction at the Serampore College ; and before the cb 
Councif proceeds to grant such degrees, it shall satisfy 
the Government as defined in section 2 (b) of the 
Indian Universities Act, 1904, in relation to the Univer- yry o¢ 1904. 
sity of Calentta us to. the adequacy— 


(1) of the establishment apd equipment of the oy 
« College; 
(2) of the academic standard to Be maintained; 
“and 


(8) of the financial provision made therefor : 


Provided that the said Government, on ceasing to ‘ 
he so satisfied, may withdraw their approval ef the 
granting of such degrees. 


14. Subject to the provisions of this Att and of 
the said Royal Charter, Statutes and Regulations, so 
far as they are not inconsistent therewith, the Council 
shall make by-laws providing for and regulating the 
following matters, namely :— ° 





(a) the convening of meetings of the Council ; 


(b) the quorum to be required at meetings of the 
Council and the conduct of business at such 
meetings ; : 


(c) the appointment of members of the Qouncil, 
Faculty and Senate ; 


(d) the duties to be performed by the Faculty 
under the direction and control of the 
Council ; 


(e) the conferring of degrees, diplomas and certi- 
ficates on the recommendation of the Senate; 4 


(f) the terms and tenure of appointments, duties, 
emoluments, allowances and superannuation 
allowances of the Principal, Professors, 
Fellows, Tutors and other officers of the 
College and of its servants ; 


(g) the finances and accounts of the College and 
the investment of its funds ; \ 


(h) the person or persons by whom, and the if 
manner and form in which, contracts by or 

on behalf of the College may be entered z 

into, varied or discharged, and deeds, agree- 

ments, contracts, cheques, and other nego- 

tiable instruments and documents may be 

signed or executed on behalf of the College, 

and minutes and proceedings of Meetings of 

<> the Council, Faculty or Senate may be ‘ 

authenticated orevidenced so as to bina the 
. College and be receivable in evidence in 


accordance with the proyisi 
Tnnlian Evidence Act, 1812) no SF "HE torre 


« 
fica Sruerad . 
7. 


mi 7 if ° 
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(@) the custody and use of the common seal; 
and . 


(gy generally all such other matters as may be 
required or authorized under this Act and 
the said Royal Charter, . Statutes and 
Regulations, so far as they are not incon- 
sistent*with this Act. 2 

15. The provisions of the said Royal Charter and 
of the Statutes and Regulations male thereunder, so 
faras they are contrary to or inconsistent with any 
of the terms of this Act, shall be deemed to be super- 
seded from the date of the commencement of this 

Act: 


Provided that nothing in this Act shall render 
invalid any acts performed, duties imposed or liabili- 
ties incurred prior to the date on which this Act 
comes into force in accordance with the terms of the 
said Royal Charter, and pt the Statutes and Regula- 
tions made thereunder. 


. : 
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sc! —Charter of, Incorporation of the 
Beledia 7 Serampore College.) 


« SCHEDULE 1. 


[See Preamisle and sections 2 (1), 14 ad 15.) 
Charter of Incorporation of the Serampore College. 

Preflerick the Sixth, by the Grace of God King 
of tates the Venders and Gothers, Duke of Slesvig 
Holsten, Stormarn, Ditmarsken, Limessborg and 
Oldenborg, by these writings make known and public- 
ly declare, that whéreas William Carey and Joshua 
Marshman, Doctors of Divinity, ‘and” John Clark 
Marshman, Hsq., inhabitants of our town of Fredericks. 
nagore (or Serampore) in Bengal, being desirous: of 
founding a College to promote piety and learning 
particularly among the natiye Christian population of 
India, have to'secure this object erected suitable build- 
ings and purchased and collected suitable books, maps, 
etc,, and have humbly besought us to grant unto them 
and such persons as shall be elected by them and their 
successors to form the’ Council of the College in the 
manner to be hereafter named, our Royal Charter of 
Incorporation that they may the pre effectually carry 
into execution the pyrposes abo e-mentioned :—We 
being desirous to encourage’ so Jaudable an under- 
taking, have of our special grace and freg motion 
ordained, constituted, granted and declared, and by 
these presents We do for ourselves, our heirs and 
successors ordain, constitute, grant and declare : 


14. That the said William Carey, Joshua Marshman 
and John Clark Marshman, and such other person or 
persons as shall successively be elected and appointed 
the Council of the said College, in the manner here- 
after mentioned, shall by virtue of these presents be dor 
ever hereafter one body politic and incorporate by the 
name of the Serampore College for the purposes afore- 
said to have perpetual succession and,to have a 
common seal, and by the said name to sue and to be 
sued, to implead and be impleaded, and to answer and 
be answered unto in every court and place belonging 
to us, our heirs and successors, 


2. And We ‘do hereby ordain, constitute und 
declare that the persons hereby incorporated and their 
successors shall for ever be competent in law to pur- 
chase, hold and enjoy for them and their successors 
any goods and chattels whatsoever and to receive, 
purchase, hold and enjoy, they and their successors, 
any lands, tenements or hereditaments whatever and 
that they shall have fall power and authority to sell. 
exchange or otherwise dispose of any real or ‘personal 
property tobe by them acquired as aforesaid, unless 
the sale or alienation of such property be specially 


“prohibited by the donor or donors thereof, and yA 
at 


all things relating to the said College or Cory me 
in as ample a manner or form as yee of Baie 
subjects, or any other body politic or corporate ip our 
said kingdom oy its dependencies may or can do, 


3. And We do hereby ordgin, grant 
thet the number pf Professor Fellows ey saan 
utors and Students shall be indefinite and that th 


said William Carey, Joshua Marshman and John Clark 


FES 


asain od 
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Serampore College.) 


Marshman shall be the first Council of the said 
College, and that in the evené of its appearing to them 
necessary during their lifetime, or in the case of the 
death of any one of the three members of the said first 
Council, the survivors or survivor shall art may under 
their respective hands and seals appoivt such other 
person or persons to be members of the Council of the 
Opllege, and to succeed each other so ‘as to become 
members of the said Council in the order in which 
they shall be appointed, to the intent that the Couecil 
of the said College shall for ever consist of at least 
three persons. 4 


4. And We do hereby further ordain, grant and 
declare, that for the better government of the said 
Collee and the better management of its concerns, the 
said William Carey, Joshua Marshman and Jolin Clark 
Marshman, the members of the first Council, shall 
have full. power and authority for the space of ten 
years’ from the date of these presents, to make and 
establish such Statutes as shall appear to them useful 
and necessary for the government of the said College, in 
which Statutes they shall define the powers to be 


entrusted to their successors, to the Professors, the » 


Fellows or Student Tutors and the other officers 
thereof, and the duties to be performed by these re- 
spectively for the management of the estates, lands, 
revenves and goods—and of the business: of the said 
College, and the manner of proposing, electing, admit- 
ting and removing all and every one of tlie Council, the 
Professors, the Fellows or ‘Tutors, the officers. the 
students and the servants thereof, and shall make and 
establish, generally all such other Statutes as may 
appear to them necessary for the. future.good . goyern- 
ment and prosperity of the said’ College, provided that 
these Statutes be not contrary to the laws and Statutes 
of our realm. 


5S. And We do hereby further ordain, grant and 
declare that the Statutes thus made and established by 
the said three members of the first Council and given 
or ieft in writing under. their respective hands, shall 
be valid and in full force at the expiration of ten years 
from the date of these presents, so that no future 
Council of the College shall have power to alter, 


‘change or vary them in any manner whatever, and that 


the Statutes shall for ever be considered the constitu- 
tion of the said College. And We do hereby appoint 
and declare that these Statntos shall be made and 
established by the said William Carey, Joshua Marsb- 
man and John Clark Marshman alone, so that in case 
either of them should dié before the expiration of ten 
years, the power of completing or perfecting these 

tatutes sll devolve wholly on the survivors or sar- 
‘vivor; and that in, case all three of them should die 
hefore,the expiration of ten years, the Statutes which 
they have left in writing under their hands, or under 
the hand of the ‘last survivor among tifem, shall be 
considered “The Fund&mental Statutes and Constitu- 
tion of Serampore College*’, incapable of receiving 
either addition or alteration, and shall and may be 
registered in our Royal Court of Chancery as “The 
| Statutes and Constitution of “greeigase, Mid aq 

bd ° 
‘ene. <t . N 
rates 


« 
« 
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nd ‘Wedo hereby further. appoint, grantand 
deciere that, from’ and. iter the completion of the 
Statutes of the said College in the above said time of 
ten years, phe said Council of the College shall be i 
deemed ‘to consist of a Master or President and two or 
. four members who may be Pfofessors or otherwise as 
the Statutes may direct 80 that the said Council shall 
not contain Jess than three, nor more than five pepsons, 
as shall be defined in the Statutes. The Council shall 
ever be elected as the Statutes: of the College may . 
“direct, yet the said Master or President shall always 
previously have ‘been a member of the Colleges and 
upon the decease of the said Master or President, the 
Gonncil of the said College shall be unable to do any 
act or deed until the appointment of a new Master or 
President, save ‘und except the appointment of such a 
Master. : < 


7. And We further appoint, grant and declare that 
the said William Carey, Joshua Marshman and John 
Clark Marshman, the members of the first Council, 
and their successors for ever, shall have the power of 
conferring upon the students of the. said College, 
native Christians as well as others, degrees of rank 
and honour according to their proficiency,inas ample 
‘a manner as any other such College. yet the said 
Serampore College shall only have the power of 
conferring such degrees on the students that .estify 
their proficiency in Science, and no rank or other 
special right shall be connected therewith in our 
dominions, And Wedo hereby further appoint, grant, 
and declare, that after the expiration of the said ten 
years, the said Council of the College and their 
successors for ever shall have power to make and 
establish such orders and bye-laws as shall appear to 
them useful and necessary for the government of the 
said College, and to alter, suspend or repeal those 
already made, and from time to time make such new 
ones in their room as shall appear to them most proper 
and expedient provided the same be not repugnant to 
tbe Statutes of the College'or the laws of out realm, 
and that after the expiration of these ten years any 
member of the Qouneil shall have power to move the 
enactment of any new bye-law, or the ulteration, suspen- 
sion or repeal of any existing one provided notice of 
such motion shall have been delivered in writing to | 
the Master and read from the Chair at one previous ti 
meeting of the Council of the said College, but that no 
such motion shall be deemed to have passed in the\ 
affirmative. until the same shail have been discussed 
and decided by ballot at another meeting summoned 
especially for that purpose, a majority of the members 
then present having voted in the affirmative; and in _/, 
this as in all other cases, if the votes be equal, the ~~ 
Master or President shall have the casting vote, Ye 


Given at our Royal Palace in Copenhage: 4 
. the twenty-third day of Febrnary inthe vont of y 

our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

tWenty-seven, in the nineteenth year of our 


reign. aa 


Under our Royal Baud and Seu. ; 
7 ede Frepprick ,R. 


, » 
© « k « 

‘ ‘ ee , 
« « « y 


j . 
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\ -  Wehedule IL~Statutes and Regulations of the 
» Serampore College.) 


“SCHEDULE Lr 


"see Preamble ond sections 10 (1), 14 and 15.) 


Statutes and’Regutations of, thé Serayypore College. 
: 3 Ture 12thy 1833: 


4, Article the Third of the Charter Listes by His 
“a Danish Majesty, having authorized the first Council of 
Serampore Coflege in their life-time to nominate under 
their, hand and geal such other person or persons for 
Colleagues or successors ws may to them appear most 
. prensa ee. that the Council shall always consist of at 
least three persons, their successors. in the Council 
shall be competent in like manner to. nominate in 
their life-time under their separate hand and seal such 
vt yson or persons as they may deem most proper to 
Rit vacancies then existing or which may occtr on 
‘their demise; members thus nominated and chesen 
shall succeed to the Council in order of their 

nomination. 


2. It being fixed in the Charter that the Council 
must consistyof the Master or President and at least 
two, *but not more than four members, and that on the 
demise of the Master no act shall be done until another — 
«be elected, the Master and Council for the time being 
shall appoint the next Master under their separate 
hand and seal. If on thedemise of a Master no one 
be found thus appointed under the hand and seal of a 
majority of the Council, the senior member of the 
Council shall succeed as Master. 


»* 3. The Charter’ having given the casting vote to 
theMaster, in all cases when the votes are equal the 
casting vote shall-lie with the Master, andif there be 
no Master, it shall lie with the Senior Member of thé + 
Council. 


4. Learning and piety being peculiar to no 
denomination of Christians, one member of the Council 
may at all times be of avy other denomination besides 
the Baptist to preserve the otiginal design of the 
Institution. However if on the’ election of a Master 
a vamber of the Council be equally divided, that part 
3) which is entirély of the Baptist denomination shall 
_ , have the casting vote, whether it includes the Master 
or not. — 3 
2 5. The management of the Ns BY including its 
“ yeventes and property, the choice of the Professor and 
‘Pators, the admission of students, the appointment of 
* All fanctionaries and servants and the general order 
and government of the College, shall ever be vested in 
. the Master and the Council, The Master shall see that . 
the Statutes and te fae of the Council be duly 
carried into effect, and take order for the good govern- 
ment of the College in all aie His signature is 
necessary to the validity of all deeds, instruments, 
- -- documents and. proceedings. om : 
. 


4 % 6. “The first ‘Coancil and their successors for 
ee . ever” being authorized by the Charter “to confer such 
nea oe degrees of rank and honour as shall encourage learning” 


ae : % 5 a a x is 


i 
. 
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in the same manuer,as other Colleges aud Universitios, 
they shall from time to time confer degrees in such 
branches of Knowledge and Science as may be studied 

there, in the same manner 28 the Universities in 
Denmark, Germany and Great, Britain. In doing this 

the Master and Council shall ad libitum call in the 

aid of any or all the Professors of Serampore College. 

All such degrees shall be perfectly free of expense to 
* the person on whom they may be conferred, whether 

he be in India, Europe or America. ie 


7. No oaths shall be administered in Serampore 
College either to the Members of the Council, the 
Professors and Tutors, or the students. In all cases 
a solemn promise, duly recorded and signed by the 
Party, shull be accepted instead of an oath. 


8. Marriage shall be no bar to any office or situa- 
. *tion'in Serampore College, from that of the Master to 
that of the lowest student 


9. The salaries of ‘the Professors and Tutors in 
Serampore Collegé shall be appointed and the means 
em of support for all functionaries, students and servants 
be regulated 4 the Council in such manner as shall 
best promote the objects of the Institution. 4 


10. It is intended that neituer the Master nor any 
Member of the Council in general shall receive any 
salary, But any Master who may not previously 
reside in the College shall have a residence there free 
of rent for himself and his family. And if the Congéil 
shall elect any one in Europe or in America, whom 
they deem eminent for learning and piety, a member 
of the Council, with a view to choosing him Master 
should they on trial deem him worthy, the Council 
shall be competent to appoint him such’salary as they 
may deem necessary, not exceodiug, however, tho 
highest given to a Professor. . 


’ 1. As the founders of the Colle, deem the beli 
of Christ's Divinity and ‘Aisnemont omeoact to cir 
Christianity, the ‘promotion. of which is the grand 
object of this Tnstitution, no one shall be eligible to 
the College'Council or to any Professorship who is 
known to oppose these doctrines, and should any one 
of the Professors or any member of the Council Aye 


Oppose these fundamental doctrines of Christianity, 
on this bei: Clearly and decidedly proved, from his 
teaching or his writings, he shall vacate the office he - 
previously held. But every proceeding of this natare 


12. Members of the Council a; i 
among the Professors of the Milage or bpd 
any in India, Europe, or America, whom the College 


Council may deem i eee 
anditalent.-. suitable in point of learning, piety, 
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13. Students are’ admissible st the discretion of 
the Council from any body of Christians, whether 
Protestant, Roman Catholic, the Greek, or the 
Armenian Church ; and for the purpose of study, from 
the Musalman and Hindu youth, whoseapabltg forbid 
their living in the College. No caste, colour, or 
country shall bar any man from admission’ into 
Serampore College. . 


‘ 


i 14. Expulsion shall be awarded in cases of open 
immorality, incorrigible idleness, neglect of the 
College Statutes and Regulations, or repeated, dis- 
obedience to the officers of the College. 


15. Any person in India, Europe 6r America shall 
be at liberty to found amy Professorship, or to 
attach to Serampore College any annual exhibition or 
prize for the encouragement of learning in the same 
manner as in Universities of Great Britain, regulating 
such endowment according to their own will; and ‘it 
shall be the duty of the College Council to carry such 
benefactions into effect in strict consonance with the 
will of the donors as far as shall be consistent with 
the Statutes of the College. 


16. It shall be lawful for the first Council of the 
“College or their successors to make and rescind anyy 
bye-laws whatever, provided they be not contrary to 
these Statutes. 


17, The Charter having declared that the number 

of the Professors and Students in Serampore Gollege 

eremains unlimited, they shall be left thus unlimited, 

the number to be regulated only by the gracions 

providence of God and the generosity of the public in 
India, Europe and America. 


"A. M, HUTCHISON, 


Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal and 
Secretary to the Bengal Legislative Council (Off9.). 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


NOTIFICATION. 


No. 151L., dated the 28th January, 1918.—The following Bill was 


introduced in the 


Bengal Legislative Council on the 28nd January, 1918, 
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< BILL. 
} . 
to supplement, and in certain matters to supersede, 
ax the Royal Charter of Incorpogation and the 
* Statutes aed Regulations of the Serainpore 
College. 5 
prise: 


‘ ws 
WHEREAS, on the 23rd i ad Rebraary, 1827, the 
institution +established in Serampore, Beas; and 
known as the Serampore College, was incorporated by 
Royal Charter granted by his late, Danish Majesty, 
King Frederick the Sixth, with the powers and _privi- 
leges in the said Royal Charter set forth, lacloding 
the power ager et upon bhe students of the sai 
College degrees of rank and honour according to their 
proficiency in science ; 


And whereas by Article VI of the Treaty of 
Purchase, dated the 22nd February, 1845, transferring 
Serampore to the Britisly Government, it was pro- 
vided that the rights and immunities granted to 
the Serampore College by the said Royal Charier, 

»-as translated and contained in Schedule I to this Act, 
should not be interfered with, but should continue in 
force in'the same manner as if they had been obtained 
by a Charter from the British Government, subject 
to the general law of British India ;- 


And whereas Statutes and Regulations for the 
better government of the said College and manage- 
ment. of its concerns, as contained in Schedule II to 
this Act, were, on the 12th day of June, 1833, made and 


. established under the powers conferred; by Article 4 


of the said Royal Charter ; 
And whereas, under the provisions of the said 


Royal ‘Charter, the Council of the College consists of * 


a Master or President and two or four members 
elected as provided in the said Statutes and Regula- 
tions, and the management of the College and. its 
general order and government is vested in the Master 
and Council, and the said power of conferring degrees 
of rank and honour is vested in the first Couialland 
their'successors for ever ; 


And whereas it is considered’that in order to give 
effect, under the conditions now existing, to the 
intentions of his late Danish Majesty and of the 
founders of the said College, that is to say, to promote 

icty and learning, particularly among the native 
‘hristian population of India, the ameadment of the 
constitution of the College, by the enlargement of the 
Council on an interdenominational basis, with power 


after appearing, is required ; 
And whereas the sent Council of the said 


a re 
» Col consists of the Reverend George Pearce 





Gould, M.A. D.D., Master and President. George 
Barclay Leechman, Hsq., Sir Geonge Watson Macal- 
_ pine, LL.D., the Reverend Robert Forman Horton, M.A., 
e -and the Reverend George Howells, M.A., PH. D.. 
P of the College ; Same 


And whereas it is deemed expedient by the 
~ Governor in Council, with i sate of the said 
i, . 


to delegate some of its fifnctions, in manner herein- 


6 
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Council of the Serampore College, that a Faculty and 


- Senate ‘be constituted for the said College in manner 


‘Bhort-title. 


hereinafter appearing and that suitable standards be 
smapoesd! mm evar tp any secular degrees that may 
hereafter be conferred by the said Council under the 
terms of the suid Royal Chartert 


And whereas it is necessary to make provision for 
the above purposes by subjecting the said by eae 
Charter, Statutes and Regulations to an Act of the 
legislature under the general law of British India in 
accordance with the terms of the aforesaid Treaty ; 


And whereas the previous sanction of the 


Governor General in Council has been obtained to the . 


passing of this Act ; 
"Ibis hereby enacted as follows — 


1, This Act may be called the Serampore College 
Act, 1918. 


¥ 
Constitution ofthe 2. (1) The Council of the Serampore College as 


lection of Master. 


constituted by the Royal Qharter of the 23nd. day 
of February, 1827, shall be enlarged so as to consist 
of not less than five nor more ct sixteen ordinary 
members,, including the Master, as the Council 
may from time to time determine, The first Council 
constituted under this section shall inelude the present 
Master and President and the other present members. 


(2) At least one-third of the members of the Council 
shall be members of the Baptist denomination. 


(3) The Master shall be the President of the 
Council. 6 


.(4) The Principal of the College, if not an ordinary 
member, shall be an additional member of the Council 
er officio during his term, of office as Principal of 

» the College. 


» ©) Until otherwise determined by by-law made 
ander section 14, three members of the Council shall 
form a quorum. K 
3. Any member of the Council may at any time 
resign his office by notice in writi: mi the ints 
provided that no such resignation shall be deemed to 
take effect so long as the total number of members of 
the Council shall by reason thereof be less than five. 


4. On arly vacancy occurring in the office of 

mesa iats Riggs on penta of, 4 Council shall 
ano} rson, whet! e of thei 

not, fol his place, ae Seg. Delt ntamber. or 


* F ie wk 
gre came he. The Council shail! within, one year from the 


Constitution 
‘Ootloge Faculty. 


date of the commencement of this Act, constitute and 
appoint in the manner prescribed i: 
to be known as the College Faculty. ae ae erey 


a r officials and functionaries of the College’ as 


be appointed by the 
tt eg om Bo 
. « % 


Haw <= 1 » % 
i » (1) The Faculty shall cénsisi ) Prin 
(wi kat be its PreaNiatirance such tee ie cipal 
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(2) The Council shall from time to time prescribe 
and declare by order in writing the fowers ayd duties 
of the Faculty. and may remove any member thereof. 


eA! Wine Goahdd auag taleuats' th tha Wandlty salt 

4 ov any of the powers and duties of the*@ouncil’ and 
Master, which concern only the internal management 
of the College and its panel order and good igovern- 
ment. 


cael po 
in wer, 


cae Beste of he 8, The Council shall, within ope year from the, 
date of the commencement of this Act, constitute and 
appoint in the manner prescribed in secfion 9 w body to 
be known as the Senate of the College. 


i © Constitution of the’ 9. ‘The Senate shall consigt vf the Principal (who 
ee shall be convener) and not less than twelve nor more 
than eighteen persons as the Council may from time 

to time determine, to be appointed by the Couneil: ~ 


» Provided that— 


(a) at least one ainditot. more than three represen- 
ons tatives of each of the following Christian 

denominations, viz., Anglican, Baptist, Con- 

gregational, Lutheran, Methodist, Presby- 

terian and Syrian, shall, as faras practicable, 
*» be members of. the Senate ; 


y (b) at least two-thirds of the members shall be 
f He etin other than professors, officials or 
ctionaries of the College; 


se (c) not less than one-sixth of the members shall 
» be members of the College Faculty. 


‘Perm of office ed 10. (1) Subject to the provisions of clause 11 of 
gembers of the the Statutes and Regulations of the College, which — + 
shall be deemed to apply to members of the Senate, 
each member of ile Senate shall hold office for a period 
of five years, at the expiration of which period he shall 
retire, but he shall be eligible for re-appointment ; 


Provided that the Principal shall not, during the 
term of his office as Principal, be subject to retirement, 
unless he becomes disqualified under the provisions of 
clause 11 of the Statutes and Regulations. 


(2) Any member of the Senate may, by notice in 
writing to the Master,esign his membership at any 
time. * h 
“hs Pf 
Duties of the 11. The Senate shall frame courses of study and 
oan make rules Ay! the ‘conduct .of examinations, and . 
shall, si pale dg control of the Council, determine 
+ the q Hons ae degrees and diplomas, and do 
sand pe: jal other Hier and things. necessary or 
: x for or relating to the determination of’ the 
af be efor of candidates for degrees, diplomas and 
Wi pckaname, to be nue by the Paapell. 


-— 
7 am 

Por the 12. to” the provisions he this Ach the 
Senate sitar Beriate “make rules and re; ions for the con- 
eins Meeerone and for proper conduct of 
its business: y 


Ra NS 
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(Clauses 13, 14.) 


Granting of degrees, I any time, the Council shall intend to 
- ane enti in ‘8 branch or branches of knowl 

and science other than theology, such degrees shall 
confined to students who shall have received regular 
instruction at the Serampore College ; and before the 
Couneil proceeds to grant such degrees, it shall satisfy 1% 
the Government as defined*in section 2 (b) of the 
Indian Universities Act,/1904, in relation to the Caleutta yr ot 1914, 
University as to the adequacy— 


* (1) of the establishment and equipment of the ° 
é College ; - 


(2) of the academic standard to be maintained; 
and 
(8) of the financial provision made therefor : 


Provided that the said Government, on ceasing to 
be so satisfied, may withdraw their approval ef the 
granting of such degrees, 


Power ofthe Couns 44, Subject to the provisions of this Act and of 
i yencmmedadomtee 3 Ye | yal Charter, Statutes and Regulations, so 
far as they are not inconsistent therewith, the Council 
shall make by-laws providing for and regulating the 

following matters, namely — 


(a) the convening of meetings of the Council ; 


(b) the quorum to be required at_ meetings of the 
Council and the conduct of business at such 
meetings ; 


(c) the appointment of members of the Council, 
Faculty and Senate ; ‘i 


s (@) the duties to be performed by the Faculty 
under the direction and control of the 
Council ; 


(e) the conferring of degrees, diplomas and certi- 
ficates on the recommendation of the Senate ; 


(f) the terms and tenure of appointments, duties, 
emoluments, allowances and superinnuation 
allowances of the Principal, Professors, a4 
Fellows, Tutors and other officers of the 
College and of its servants ; 


(g) the finances and Aoootints of the College and 
the investment of its funds ; 


(h) the person or persons by whom; and the 
manner and form in which, contracts by or 
on behalf of the College may be entered 
into, varied or disel al leeds, agreé- 

" ments, contracts, cheques, and other hego- 
tiable instruments and documents may be 
signed or executed on behalf of the College, 

id minutes and proceedings of meetings of 


the Council, Faewlty or Senate 7 lero 
’ authenticated or evidenced so as to bine an ; 
“a nee ‘geste tr el “in. vides Rae tee 
+ Tndian Evidence Act, 1872. NMS OF he Lot re, 
* fi e s 
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M The Serampore College Bill, 1918. 
Schedule I.—Charter or Incorporation of the 
: * Serampore College.) 
: * SCHEDULE I.) 


[See Preaiblo and sections 2(f), 14 and 16.) 
Chartey of Incorporation of the Serampore College. 


We Frederick the Sixth, by the Grace of God King 
of Denmark, the Venders and Gothers. Duke of Slesv: 
Holsten, Stormarn, Ditmarsken, Limessborg an 

denborg, by these writings make known and public- 

declare, that whereas Williant Carey and Joshua, . 

‘arshman, Doctors. of Divinity, and John Clark 
Marshman, Esq., inhabitants of ourtown of Fredericks- 
nagore (or Serampore)sin Bengal, being desirous of 

‘founding a College to promote piety and learning 
“particularly among the native Christian population of 
Ti, have ml ‘secure this object erected suitable build- 
ings and purchased and collected suitable books, maps, 
etc., and have humbly-besought us to grant unto them 
and such pérsons as shall be elected by them and their 
successors to form the Council of the College in the 
manner to be hereafter named, our Royal Charter of 
Incorporation that they may the more effectually carr, 
into execution the purposes above-mentioned :—-We 
being desirous to encourage. so laudable an under- 
taking, have of our special grace and free motion 
ordained, constituted, granted and declared, and by 
these presents We do for ourselves, our beirs and 
» successors ordain, constitute, grant ind declare: © 


¥ 


‘4. That the said William Carey, Joshia Marshman 
and John Clark Marshman, and sach other person or 
persons as shal! successively be elected and appointed 
the Council of the ysaid College, in the manuer ghere- 

- after mentioned, shall by virtue of these presents be for 
ever hereafter one body politic and incorporate by the 
namé of the Serampore College for the purposes afore-. 
said to have perpetual succession and to have a 
common seal, and by the said name to sue and to be 
sued, to implead und be impleaded, and to answer and 
be answered unto in every court and place belonging 
to us, our heirsand suecessors. 


2. And We do hereby ordain constitute and 
declare that the persons hereby incorporated and their 
successors shall for ever be competent in law to pur- 
chase, hold and enjoy for them and their successors 
any goods ahd chattels whatsoever and to receive, 
“purchase, hold and enjoy, they and their successors, 
any Jands, arn or hereditaments whatever and 
that they shall have fall power and authority to sell, 
exchange or otherwise dispose of any real or ‘personal 
property to be by them acquired as aforesaid, unless 
the Pi oralienation of such property be specially 
prohibited by the donor or donors “ret and to do. 
all things relating to the said College ‘orporation 
in as ample a manner yor form as:any of our liege 
“subjects, or any other body politic or corporate in our * 

kingdom or its dependencies may or can do, 


3, And We do hewby 5 t ; 

cao frp Spies of pte Fa ou sae Stadone 
ant udents shall be indefini 

said William Carey, Joshua Midshitan: and Jou Glane 
° ‘3 m 
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The Serampore College Bill, 1918. , 


(Schedule I.—Charter of Incorporation of the 
by Serampore College.) 


Marshman ‘shall be the first. Coancil of, the said 
College, and that in the event of its appearing to them 
necessary during their lifetime, or in the case of the 
death of any one of the three members of the said first 
Council, the survivors or survivor shall and may under 
their respective lands and seals appotnt) such. other 

/ person or persons’to be members of the Council of the 

' College, und’ to suce: each other so us to become 
“members of the ‘suid Council in the order in ‘which 
they shall be appointed, to the intent that the Council 
of the’ said College shall for ever ‘consist of at least 
three persons. ¥ 


4. ‘And We do hereby*further ordain, grant and 
declare, that for the government of the: said 
College and the better management of its concerns, the 
said William Garey, Joshua Marshman and John Clark 
Marshman, the members of the first Conneil, shall 
have ful) power and authority for the space of ten 
years from the date of these presents, to make and 
establish such Statutes as shall appear to them useful 


and necessary for the government of the said College, in’ 
2. po’ 


‘which Statutes they. shall define wers to be 
entrusted to their suecessors, to. the Professors, the 
Hows or Student Tutors and the other officers 
hereof, and the duties to be performed by these res- 
pectively for the management of the estates, lands, 
revenues and goods—and. of the business of the said 


ee 


College, and the manner.of proposing, electing, admit-. 
ting and removing all and every one of the Council, the * 


Professors, the Fellows or ‘Tutors, the officers, the 
students and the servants thereof, and shall make and 
establish generally all such other Statutes as may 
&ppear to them necessary for the future good. govern- 
ment and prosperity of the suid College, provided that 
these Statutes be not contrary to the laws and Statutes. 
of our realm. 3 


* 5. And We do hereby farther ordhin, grant and 
declare that the Statutes thns made and established by 
the said threé members of the first Council and given 
or left in writing under their respective bands, shall 
be valid and in full wt the expiration of ten years 
from thé date of these ‘presents, so that no future 
Couneil of the hs gv shall have Rech to eds 
change or vary them Y Manner whatever, and that 
the Statates ‘shall for pe oua red the constitu- 
tion of the said College. And We lei a 


» and declare. that we Statutes shall be le and 


established by the said William Carey, Joshua Marsh- 
man and John Clark Marshman alone, go that im case 
either of them should die before the expiration of ten 
eurs, the power Of completing or perfecting these 
hates devolve wholly on the survivors or su 
viyor; and that: ie Gerard three et ica spear rated 
before the ratiol years, the Statutes whic! 
they have left in Meridia itor their hands, or under 
ma) id of rvivor among them, shall be 
co} ge ‘he ; ental Statui 5) We Constitu- 
tion of Serampore ”, incapable receiving 
raddition or raion, and shall and may be 

din our Royal Court of Chancery as “The 

»| Statutes and Constitution of Serampore College ”, 


Y nln a 
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The Serampore College Bill, 1918, 


( 
(ScheduleI-—Charter of Incorporation of the 
% \Serampore College.) . 


6. And Wedo hereby further appoint, grant and 
declitre that from and after the completion of the 
Statutes of the said College in the above said time of 
ten years, tlie said. coutell of the College shall be 
deemed to consist of a Master or President and two or» 

~ four menibers who be Professors or otherwise as 
the Statutes may direct so that the said Council shall 
not contuin Jess than three} nor more than five persons, 
as shall be defined in the Statutes. The Council shall : 
ever be elected as the Statutes of the College may 2 
direct, yet the said Master or President. shall always 
previously haye been a member of the College; and 
upon the decease of the said Master or President, the 
Council of the said College shall be unable to do any 
att or deed until the appointment of a new Master or 
President, save und except the appointment of such a 
Master. * ‘ q 

7. And We further appoint, grant and declare that 
the said William Carey, Joshua Marshman and John 
Glark Marshman, the members of the first Council, 
and their successors for ever, shall have the power of 
conferring n the students of the said College, 
native Christians as well as others, degrees of rank 
and honour according to their proficiency in as ample 
a manner as any other such College, yet the said 
Serampore College shall only have the power of 
conferring such degrees on the students that testify 
their proficiency in Science, and no rank or other 
special right shall be connected therewith in our 
dominions, And Wedo hereby further appoint, grant, 
and declare, that after the expiration of the said ten 
years, the said Council the College and their 
successors for ever shall have power to make and 
establish such orders and bye-laws as shall appéar to 
them useful and necessary for the government of the 
said College, and to alter, suspend or repeal those 
already made, and from time to time make such new 
ones in their room as shall appear to them most proper 
and expedient provided the same be not repugnant to 
the Statutes 9f the College or the laws of our realm, 
and that after the expiration of these ten years any 
member of the Council shall-have power to move the 
enactment of any new bye-layw, or the alteration, suspen- 
sion gr repeal of any existing one provided notice of 

~ such motion shall have been Kiva in writing to. 
r the Master and fon the Ea at one previous 
meeting of the Couneil ofthe suid College, but that no, 
motion shall be deemed to have passed in the’ ‘ 
ive, until the same shall have been discussed 

decided by ballot at another meeting summoned 

iuliy for that purpose, a majority of the members 

_ then present having voted in tho aflirmative and in’ 
this as in all other cases, if the votes be onual, the 
Master or President shal} have the casting ce. ie 

é Given at our Royal Palace in Coper aes 
Rae twenty-thted day af Pobre ee OF 
“our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

ri ian seven fe nineteenth year of our 


* 


26 


st 





‘ ‘Under our Royal Hand and Seal. ; 
sop ines Ick R. Ci, Sha . 
FMP els ere 
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"The Serampore College Bill, 1918. : 

he. mae ne hs 
“(Schedule T1.—Statutes and’ Regulations of th 
ia ‘Berampore College.) Bee 


: 2 SOBEDULE T°" 
aca Premable and ition 10 (1) 4 and 18.) 
“Statutes and Regulations of the Seranmore College. 








: June 12th, 1833. 
; | 1, Article the Third of the Chirter granted by His 
> > Danish Majest, mks, authorized the first Council of 
~ Serampore Col in t! time to nominate under 


» their hand and seal such oth@r person or persons for 
colleagues or successors as may to them appear most 
* pone that the Council shall always consist of at 

least three persons, their successors in the Council 
shall be competent in like manner to nominate: in 
their life-time under their separate hand and seal such 
aes or persons as they may deem most proper to 
ll vacancies then. eae or which may occur on 
their demise; members thus nominated and chosen 
shall succeed to the Council in’ order of. their 
nomination, . 


- 

2. It being fixed in the Charter that the Gouncil 
must consist of the Master or President and at least 
two, but not more than four members, and that on the 
demise of the Master no act shall be done unti! another 
be elected, the Master and Council for the time being 
shall int the next Master under their separate 
hand and seal. If on thedemise of a Master no one 
be foand thus ayporsies under the hand’ and’seal of a 
inajority of the Council, the senior member of the 
Council shall succeed as Master. 


* 3. The Charter having given the casting vote to 
the Master, imall cases when the votes are equal the 
casting vote shall lie with the Master, and if there be 
no Master, it shall lie with the Senior Member. of the 
Council. a 
“#4. Learning and piety be uliar to no 
denomination of Christians, one aeaeat the Council 
* may atall times be of any other denomination besides 
the Baptist to preserve the Broad estes of the 
Institution, However ifon the election of a Master 
‘ a number of the cil be’equally divided, that part 
’ which isentirely of oe, it denomination shall 
_ have the casting: vote,4whether it includes the Muster 
orm * ; 


* yaaa 

5. The management of the con e, including its 
revenues and property, the choice of the Pro: rand 
‘Tutors, the admission of students, the appointment of 
all functionaries and servants and the general order 
and government of the College, shall ever be vested in 
+ the ter and the Council. The Master shall see that 
the Statutes and Regulations of the Council be duly 
carried into offect, and take order. e good govern- 
_ ment of the College in. all things. His signature is 
gee necessary to ing ality. of all deeds, instruments, 

— documents and pi egedings. ve $ 





: 6. “The first Council and their successors for 
+ ever” being aw ed by the Charter “ to confer such 
degrees of rank and honour as shall encourage learning ” 


: eee S| Mis, Y 
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The Serampore College Bill, 1918. 


(Schedule I Statutes and Regulations of the 
\) Serampore College.) 
in the same manner as other Colleges and Universities, 
they shall from time to time confer degrees in such 
branches of Knowledge and Science as may be studied 
there, in the same manner as the Universities in 
Denmark, Germany and Great Britain. In doing this 
the Master and Couneil shall \ad Wbitum call in the 
aid of any or all the Professors of Serampore College. 
, All such eae shall be perfectly free of expense to 
the person on yon they may be conferred, whether 
he bein India, Europe or America, 
tae 
7. No oittha shall be administered in Serampore 
College either to the Members of the Council, the 
Professors and ‘Tutors, or the students, In ull cases 
a solemn promise, duly recorded and signed by the 
» party, shall he aeeepted instead of an oath, 


8. Marriage shall be no bar to any office or situa- 
; tion in Serampore College, from that of the Master to 
m that of the lowest student. ed 
' hes , 

. The salaries of the Professors and Tators in 

Serampore College shall be appointed and the means 

of support for all. functionaries, students avid servants 

be regulated by the Council in such manner ad shall 

best promote the objects.of the Institution, * 

40. It'is intended that neither the Master nor any 

Member of the Council in general shall receive any 

salary. But any» Master who may not previously 

reside in the College shall have a residence there free 

of rent for himself atid his family. ,And if the Cquncil 

shall elect any one in Burope or in America, whom 

they deem eminent for learning and piety, a member 

. of the Council, ah a view to choosing him Master 

should they on trial deem him worthy, the Council 

shall be competent to appoint him such salary as they 

"Tear od ae deem necessary, not exceeding, however, the 
highest given to a Professor. “ 








“of Christ's Divinity'and Atonement essential to vita 

Chrintianiey, the promotion of which is the se 
object of this Tnstitution, one shall ‘be eligible to 

_ the College’ neil’ or any Professorship who is 

5 known to op; these doctrines, and sho any one 

Wt of the Professors or any member of the Council 
¥ WRB DONG. change his views after his election as to | 

» oppose these fundamental doctrines of Christianit 
on this being clea: ly and decidedly proved from ine 
teaching or his writings, he skal] vacate the office he 

‘ previously Hel But every proceeding of this natare 
on the part of the College Council. shail be published 
4o the Christian world, with the proofs on which it 
may rest, as. Appendix to the su ling ‘Report. 


Mt. As the ha of the College deem the belief 


12. Members of the Council igible trom 
among the Professors of the® College, os. sone hs 
ar pede Heros, $e America, whom the College 
Pron n are y suitable in point of learning, piety, , 


a FREE . 
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op ee —- 
_ STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 
= ‘ % 

‘Yar object of the Bill tomake srtain changes, in the constitution of 
the Bea : Pinar isembodied in the Royal Charter of the 23rd 
February, 1827, and in the Statutes and Regulations made thoreunder. The 
College wie th® year 1818 when Serampore was Danish territory, 
On the transfer supe the British Government in 1845, it was laid 
down in the Treaty of Purchase that the rights and immunities granted to 
the Gollege by the Charter should not be interfered with, but «should 
remain in force in. the same manner as if they had been obtained by a 
Charter from the British Government, subject to the general. law of British 
India. 
u 

















‘he College authorities desire to atilize the powers given. them under 
he Charter to confer ‘théological agrees on students of all Christian 
cburches ; and they recognise that this object will be furthered if the denomi- 
national basis upon which the College fests is modilied by the creation of 
an enlarged Council and of a Senate consisting, of gettin «sepa to 
different Christian churches. i 4 

Under the Charter, power is taken to a Hel degrees in other branches of 
‘knowledge besides theology. It is considered expedient that this power 
should be subject to safegnards similar to those prescribed by the Univer- 
sities Act of 1904. ‘It is therefore provided in the Bill that, if at any 
time the Council of the College shall intend to. grant non-theological degrees, 
such degrees shall be confi to students of the College «nd that before it 
grants such degrees it shall satisly the Government as to the adequacy of the 
establishment and the equipment of the Coll the academic standard.to be + 
‘maintained and the financial provision made therefor. 

* 3 - 


S.)P. SINHA, © 


rf ; Member'in charge, iP ; iw 


Sik 
Ya. Mp HU’ eHrIsoN. 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal and 
Secretary to the Bengal Legislative Council (Offg ). 
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and pulanquins and to make 


hackney-carriages 
certain provisions with a to Tickshaws in 
jitta. 


- WHERgAs it is eh pa toiamnetia the law relating 
_ to hackney-carriages and palanquins and to make 


certain provisions with regard to Tickshaws In 
~~ Calcutta; % 
~ It is hereby pase as follows:— ~~ 
- =o | CHAPTER 1.” 
PRELIMINARY. 
1. (1) This Act be. ‘called the Calcutta Hack- eat 
ae pes Act, 1918, ted % ee 


2 @ aa shee into _forve_on_such date as the Hej" 
2 i may, y nol i rect; an 
a Ge shall “ppl in. the first instance ‘only “to . te 
Colgate 


a ar The Local Government may, by han 
(4) extend this Act, or an tion thereof, to an) 
“other town ‘or Toeal area; or 
(b) sede trom. or include. in, Calcutta, any 
i local e_ Vicinity o1 ‘same an 
——— > 








. ons gens 


3 ee ah 
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The Calcutta Hackney-carriage Bilt, 1918. 
bi ADS Ae 
(Chapter ‘L—Preliminary —Clause 4.) 


2) ‘his repeal shall not affect the validity of any- 
vulhe toe or suffered ‘or of any right, title, obligation 
or liability which may have accrued under the said 
Act; and all registrations made, licenses issued, 
Penalties incurred, and other things duly done under 
the said Act shall, so far as they are consistent with 
fhis Act, be deemed to have been respectively made, 
a issued, incurred or done hereunder; i 


(3) All proceedings now pending, which may have 
been commenced under the said Act, ‘shall. be deemed 


to be commenced under this Act. 


4. In this Act, unless there is something repug- [67.8] 


Definitions, u 
nant in the subject or context,— 


(1) “bearer” when used_with reference _to rick- 


shaws Tocludes any person employed to draw or push 
a rickshaw; 


(2) “Oalcutia” teans, stibject to the exclusion or 
inclusion of any Jocal area notification, under 
Clause (0) of section 2, the area described In Schetule T 
to the Oalentta, Municipal Act, 18995 e Ben, act 

TIT of 1899. 

(3) “the Commissioner of Police” means the. 
officer Mppotnted under section 4 of the Galoutta Police | ten. act 
Ket 1506, and Includes any subordinate officer not T° 
Delow the pank of an Thspector. aa neaa es by the i 


‘ommissioner ol Police, to exercise all or any of the 
Fwers and duties conferred or imposed upon the Com- 
missioner oF Police by this Act; 


(4) “the Corporation” means the Corporation of 
Calcutta ; 





(4) “hackney-carriage ” means © any. wheeled 
vehicle, drawn by horses and used for dea eines 
of passengers, which is kept, offered or plies for hire 
by the houn or day or according to distance ; 


(6) « horse” includes mule and pony; 


(7) * notification ” means a_not 
RNY “ = ification published 


‘\ (8) “palanguin” means a vehicle for the convey- 
ance of passengers which is carried by men; 





(®) “rigkshaw” means a two-wheeled vehicle for 


the conveyance of passen; 
Ww oy 
‘aan or men; am . in by a 


(10) * stage-cai 6” meal ¢ 

= 5) the ‘pass in pa ns any hackney-carriago,. 
cube paste whick Bs or ed 
of separate and. distinot fares, for at 


s . places or Seats the r thei " 
3 BERNA rs: 
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Shoat. 
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*  Datiew of Register- 
ing Offer. 


® 


aS 
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“(Chapter Ler Bagisteation of Hasknay-earriages — 
- Clauses 5—11.) 


CHAPTER t” . 





Fs 
REGISTRATION OF HACKNEY-CARRIAGES. 


5. Every hackney-carriage in Calentta’ shall be 
annually registered bya ogietering Officer. 


6. (1) The Registering Ollicer shall be appointed 
by the Corporation, and shall keep a register in which 
he shall enter every hackney-curriage under the class 


prescribed therefor by by-law made under section yak 
(2) Byery act, matter or thing done by the Regis- 





“tering Officer, under or by virtue of this Act, shall 


be subject to the control of the Chairman of the 
~ Corporation. 


(3) ‘The provisions of section 63 of the Calcutta 
Muanici Tact TS99, shall a ply to the a ointment 
‘Ol the Haginteting Ollicar. 


7. The Registering Officer may, with the sanction 
of the Ghairman_ot the Corporation: by. oo or 4. 
special o: lelegate to any officer 


pec jer_in writing, er “ 
or an the powers and duties conferred or impo: 
upon the Kegistert icer’ this Act or an = 
law made thereunder. 

8. The year of registration shall: commence on the 


first,day of October of each year, and shill terminate 
on the thirtieth day of September following. 


9. (1) Any person, who is desirous of registering 
a_hackney-earriage, shall apply. to the Registering 
Officer, stating the class ia which he desires that the 
carriage may be registered, and shall submit the 
caxriage for the inspection of the Registering Officer. 


(2) The Registering Officer shall decide whether 
the carriage is fit to be registered in the class applied 
for, and shall register it in that class or refuse to grant 
the application. t 


(3) The m in whose, name any carriage is 
registered shall be deemed to be the owner of such 
carriage for, the PRRRPACS of this Act. 


10. (7) The Register} ng Officer shall, at the time 


- of registration, deliver a license, duly signed by him, 


to the owner of every hhackney-carriage. 


_ (2) Such license shall be in force for the year of 
ame 


; The follor particulars shall be entered in 
an sal be specified in ate license to be 





(OF. 8.6.) 


ters. 8.) 
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A The Caloutia Hackney-carriage Bill, 1918. we aid 
(Chapter I —Registration of Hackney-carriages— : 
* Clauses 12—165.) 


(@) the number.and description of horses to be 
employed in drawing such-catriage ; 


- (d) the number of passengers the carriage is. 
+ «licensed to carry; x 


(@ the date on which the license was granted ; : 
= ¥ 
(f) such other particulars as may be prescribed b Shi 
F by-law made under section 71. . 


cite 12, (1) The _owner_of mer zaclgiey ace {mew 

ee registered under this Act_s! produce the “sam 

fore the Registerin, cer, for inspection, within 

, two weeks alter the expiration of six months na the 
late of every such registration, 

(2) If_the owner of any such castle fails _to 

roduce the same for inspection in accordance wit 

ne not exceeding five rupees for every day durin 

Sash atier ae calc Wt Ti “peria areca Te 


Which, after the expir, iod 8] in 
Sub-section : and Detore the sarge is spate for 
a ie carriage is used as _a_hacknoy-cartiage, 
and, in default of payment of fine, to simple imprison- 


oot woe 18+ ‘The Registering Officer may cancel orsuspend, (ep, «11 . 
and driver's Toons for such period as he thinks fit, the registration o! 


"Y be cancelled or any carringo and the dicenses pr 
Ainfented any carriage and the licenses granted to the ofvner 
and driver under this Act, whenever it appears fo him 
‘ * that such carriage is unfit for public use. 





of change ot oat: 14. (1) Whenever any change takes place in the [vf s.12) 
hip. ownership of a hackney-carriage, iT the person to 
whom such carriage is transferred desires to use it as 


a hackney-cartiage, he shall, before 80 using it, give to 
the Reulstening Officer . notice in writing of such 
transfer. 


(2) Every such notice-shall_ contain the parti- 
culars saattal Tn clauses (a), @) and () Of section 11. ” 
(8) If any such person, before giving such notice as |” 


aforesaid, uses such carriage as a hackney-carri: 
he shall be Hable to a fine notexceeding five i i 


and, in default of payment of fine, to. simple imprison. 
. ment for a period not ex: ng seven days. 
rn ra 


4 


Notioo 40, be given : 
ot 'change'st ‘ouery, 18- (Z). Whienever the owner of a hackney-carriage 


alc go Remistered undor this Act changes hie wesidence orake, UNI 


Ei ___ — place where such carriage 1s” » he shall, withi 
one week fyom the date of Such change, pive Dr ike 
Registering Officer a notice in writing the of, ° 


(2) Bvery such ownet who neglects 1 : si 
notice shall be liable for every teers one, Such 







~) Mot exceeding five rupees, andy 
to 


of fin 








aes 
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ciple Santer Brae sarriagla Bill, 1918.» 


© (Chapter IlRegistration of ° Hackney-carriages— 
Chapter HI—Plate on’ Hackney-carriage-— 
Clauses 16—19.) tis @ 
Change of owie 16, The Registering Officer, on receiving a notice 
snip stone fob Under section 14, sub-section @vor section 15, sub- 






17% (1) If any hackney-carriage is ‘used-as such 
without having been duly registered Under this Act, 


the owner of Such carriage shall be liable to a fine not 
* _. exceeding one Taine rupees, and, in default of 





@ Any police-ofticer, or any person duly sutentieon 
by the Corporation in that behalf may’ seize suc! 


: carriage together with the horses and harness thereot 
* and remove the same to a police-station : 


- Provided that, if it_be proved on arrival at the 


; licé-station or afterwards that any horse so removed 
ee has, n duly registered under this Act with its 
rness, that horse and harness s| e_relea: orth- 


With. 


(3) Any carriage seized under sub-section (2) may 

be dotalaer at the pallosssiagion until any fine imposed 

y the Magistrate has been paid. * 
» (4) If the hackney-carriage 80 seized be not claimed 

and if any fine imposed be not paid, together with an; 

costs or charges incurred, within ten days of suc! 
seizure or imposition of such tine, respectively, such 
i carriage may be sold by auction, and the sale-proceeds 
applied to the payment of the fine and all costs and 
charges incurred on account of the detention and 

sale. 

(5) The surplus, if any, if not claimed by the owner 
> within a further period of twenty days, shall be 


credited and Sut in the same manner as fees and 
fines realized under this Act. 
es Act. 
». OHAPTER IIL. 
PLATE.ON HACKNEY-CARRIAGE, 


“ate to be atixed . 18... Upon the registration of any hackney-carria 2, 
ental urge the Registering Officer shall betas to_be “lilixed are 
» ‘some _conspicnou: of the Outside of such carria 
a plate ing the ¢lass and the number of suc 
carviage in the register and the number of Passengers 
which it is lice to carry. é 


i 19; Ieany backumy-nring ig ‘lef, used. or plies 
rv 
a 





Penalty “for ty th 
arian on without having a proper plate allixed therato 
the owner ‘thereof shall be liable to 

eding fifty rupoes, and 









ie NOt exe » in’default of 
nt for i 


vii 










25 
se 


{of-.14) 


[CFs 15.) 


payment of tine, to simple imprisonment for a period a 
not exceeding three months, 


[OF s.18,) 


(Cf aan) 





sieass 
the egisiering pe 


© Realy tr ving “21. serie owner of a hncknoy-carti tered [Yeni 
_ philteraiod plate. °F under this Act who _ or pe tobe used any,” Pe 
rl os | f 
iow tee pi ‘ve plate after the writing thereon has become indistinct . 
or obliterated, PRS a RS tes eG 
apna every’person into whose possession ate 








ree 
ich bas been lost or stolen comes, ‘and who ref 
orn ir three days -io-deliver the same to the 


~ Rog ati: Officer as ee mae! ts the eet 





Plate to be ‘detiye- “22. (2) Upon. the expiration or other radon [ere19} 

oo tion of the ration of a_hackney-carri 
"owner of such carriage shill caso the plate ; 

thereto wider this ae to be ae a to the wise 


_ tering RE seh fey 


* 
“(2) Any\) n who, after the es 
period af id, wilfully wo foi 


deliver rt to oe Ty 
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The Caleutia Hackney-carriage Bill, 1918. 
% (Chapter 111.—Plate on Hackney-carriage-—Chapter 


IV.—Registration and Identification of Horses — 


Clauses 24—27.) 


Rocalty for elas 24. (1) Ever person whoy for the purpose of ey.«20) 
ora deception or with a_yiew to avoiding any of the 





provisions of this Act, 

. @) uses Or has. in his possession any plate 
resembling or intended to pone any plate affixed 
under this Act, or 


(##) uses, affixes or has in his possession _any plate 
issued under this Act, 


Shall; for every such offence, be liable to a fine not 
exceeding one hundred rupees, and, in default of 


payment of fine, to simple imprisonment for a period 
not exceeding one month, wh 

(2) The Registering Officer or any police-officer, 
may seize any plate used or had as aforesaid, wherever 
the same may be found, 

(3) Whenever a police-oflicer seizes any plate under 
sub-section (@), he shall forthwith deliver Tito the 
Registering Oflicer. 

CHAPTER Iv. 


REGISTRATION AND IDENTIFICATION OF Horses. 


- Hotee te be regiee 25. Every horse used for drawing a_hackney-  [¢y.s.4) 
— carriage, together with the harness of such horse, 
shall be annually tegiste: the Registering icer 


at the time and in ahs manner reiitet by Chapter 11 
, With respect to the registration of hackney-carn 8; 
LOVis that the Registerin; icer may refuse to 
register any horse if Te horse or its harness appears |, 
to him to be unserviceable or unfit for public use, 
or untit Tor public use, 
Homme tor nome,” 96.°(1) The Registering Officer shall, atthe time 753° 
of registration, deliver a license, duly sign by him, 
Owner OF SVeIy DOG 


to the owner of ever: 


(2) Sach license shall be in force for the year of 
registration. 


cere: QT (2) The followin, rticulars shall be entered’ ” (¢7 =? 
poten. on, in the ropisten, and shall be specified in the license to 


iven e owner, namely :— 
(a) the class of the hackney-carriage with which 
betised singly or ina pair; 
(b) the e and residence of the owner; 
(©) the number assigned to the horsein the register ; 
(d) the place where it_is intended to keep the 
Orse ; 


(e) the date on which the license vas granted ; and 


(f) such other parties may be prescribed by 
yystaw je under section 71. 





. 
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The Calcutta Hackney-carriage Bill, 1918. 


(Chapter, IV.—Registration: and Identification of 
Harrses.—Clauses 2831.) 


es und .of the place where . 






owners of hackney-carriay 


inamner to the owners of Lica 
(3) The person in whose name 
time being registered suall be deemed tobe the owner 





ashorse is for the 





Of such horse for the purposes 0! 


Production otreyis 2B, (1) The owner of every horge'registered under [New] * 
sae tower OT this Act shall produce the same and the harness used 


therewith belore the Registering Officer, for inspection, 








Trom the date of eve Ls soch wea 
(2) [the owner ofany such horse fails _to_produce 
the samé with its harness in rrdance with the 


Tovisions of sub-section (/) he shall be liable to a 
ne not exceeding two rupees 
















Which, after the expiry of the period specified in sul 
Section (1) and before the horse is produced for 








devotitientian_ of 29. Upon the registration of _any horse,+the [%/* 1] 
Registering Officer shall cause to be attached or 
applied to such horse such mark of identification as 


may be prescribed _by by-law made under gection 71. 


naliy for ui ee i 
ee 30. (1) it any horse is employed for drawing a (cf » 17) 
Sere Trim, ~hackney-carriage let or used or plying for hire without 

bearmg wmark of identification attached or applied to 

Ti_under this Act, the owner of such horse shall be 


liable to_a_fine not exceeding titty rupees, and, in 
default _of payment of Ane, to simple Imprisonment 
Tora period ot exceeding fourteen days. 


“ (2) Any police-officer, ora 









my person duly authorized 
y the | y Seize such horse 
with its harpess and remove the same tou police- 
station, 


(3) Any horse with its harness: seized under sub- 
section (2) may be detained _at the police-station inti 
any fine Impased by the Wagiatiate tas boos has been paid; | 

Ifthe horse anil the harness so seized be not 
claimed and if any fine Tmposed be not paid, together 
With any costs or charges incurred, within ten days ol 
such seizure or imposition of suc ne, respectively. 
Such horse, and its harness may be sold _b: ‘auction, 
and the Bule-proceeds applica to the payment of the 


ne and all costs and charges” ine 
urred 0} 
the detention and sale, —~ 


6) The gueplis, if any, if nm i 

gurplus, any, ‘ot _clai: 
oWner within a farther peried o Tren a 
De credited and-applied im the same manner z “a 
and tines realized under this ~~ 
eco this Act 














Cancellation __or 
ronan. 4 
tailor of Tone and SUS) 


pac tioh_of anf 







(Che, 1463, 
. 
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The Calcutta Hackney-carriage Bilt, 1918. " 


(Chapter, IV.—Regis tration and Identification of 
Horses.—Chapter V.—Driver's License and Ticket. 
=Clauses 32—34,) e - 


owner and driver under this Act, whenever it shall 


a iin_that such horse or the harness use 


\ 
appliotion at 
Bo pre 
fotag te rere 

Soo 


Driver of backney- 
carriage to bave 
Hieense. 


Particulars and 
@aration of Heenie 


therewith is unfit for public ase, -j 

32. All the provisions of this Act in any way 
relating to the renewing, producing, using. or taking 
possession o| plates affixed to hac ney-carriages shall, 
in like manner, *and so far as the same may reasonabl: 
be applied, be applicable to the marks of entification 


attached or app! to horses. 


CHAPIER V. 


’ DRIVER'S’ LICENSE _AND TICKET. 


33. (1) No person shall act asa driver ofa hackney- 
carriage without a license grante y_the Rogistering 


eg 
(2) No rson_ shall be. so licensed nnless the 
Registering tsar alter due Inquiry, is satisfied — 


(@) that_he is competent to drive a hackney- 
Carriage, and has a Sullicient Knowledge or 
localities in Calcutta ; 

—_—_—eee_—lleememr 


(b) that be is of sober habits, and has ‘not been 
convicted of any offence which, in the 


Sat opinion of the Registering OMicer, is of such 
\ | ‘WMature as to render him unfit to hold a 


Trivers Ticonse; an 


(c) that he is not less than sighteen years of age. 


, 34. (1) Every license granted under section 33, 
sub-section (1), shall contain— 
ee 

(a) the number of the license ; 


(0) the name, father’s name, place of- abode, and 
age of the person to whom sach license is 
granted ; 


(¢) the date on which the license was granted ; 
and. 


(d@) aswmmary of the more important statutor 
= pase and by-lews affecting drivers of 
jackney-Carriuges 5 


and shall bear the signature of the Registering 
“Officer. 


(2) Every liconse_granted under’ section 33, sub- 
sectio: },_ shall expire on the thirgeth day of June 


in each year, and shall thereafter, be rene’ = _provid- 
ed the sterins icer is satisfied that the 
river continues: ulfil the conditions prescribed _b: 


Clauses @ and 7) or sub-section ) of that Section. 


"thereof there's! be paid a fee*o! 










(News 


(Cf-8. 21.) 


tofe ey 


ris 





Penalty for not 
having license, or 
Tending tt out. 


Penalty for permite 
sp mateeent pac 
aati 


Particulars of 
license tobe regi: 
tered and copy given 
‘on payment of fee 


Driver to wear 
vastal ticket, 


Delve sei te 

eet 
Gblieration of forber 
one 
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The Calcutta Hackney-carriage Bill, 1918. 


(Chapter V—Driver's License and Ticket. 
Clauses 35—39.) 


Provided that only a half of such fee shall be 
realized In the case oF we such license Which was be 


r less than six months, belore 


ranted six months, 01 
the Thimieth day of June in any year. 


35. If any person acts as the driver of a hackney: 
carriage, without holdimg a license in force for the 
— eo 


time being, 


or transfers. or lends his license, or allows the same 
to be used by any other person, 

he shall, for every such offence, be liable. to a fine 
not exceeding twenty rupees, and in default of 
payment of fine to simple imprisonment for a period 
not exceeding ten days. ? 


36. If any owner ofa hackney-carriage bonnie any 

rson, Who has not obtained a driver's license, or 
ais Ticense has cithor expired or been ‘cancelled or 
Suspended, to drive such carriage for hire, he shall be 
Tate Tor every such offence, toa fine not exceeding 

‘ty rupees, and, in default o! ment of fine, to 
tuple iniegoniment for @ pede “nat Tereoed Tag 
fourteen days: 


Provided that such owner and such unlicensed 
driver shall be subject to all the provisions of this 
Act, for any act done or omitped to be done by,.such 
driver daring such employment, in like manner as if 
such driver had been duly licensed. 


37. The particulars of every license which is 
granted under section 33 shall be entered in the 
aes to be kept for that purpose at the office of the 


egistering Officer; and a certified copy of 
particulars shall-be furnished to ever: pea ae 
ing for the same on payment of a Teo of eight annas. 


38. (1) The Registering Officer shall, at the time 
of granting a license to any driver of a hackney- 
carriage, deliver to him a metal ticket bearing the 
number of his license, y eran 


(2) Ryery driver to whom such ticket i. 
shall, at all times while acting as diver ae 


attending before any Magist: 
expousd Liao y Magistrate, carry such Moket: 


(3) Tn case any such driver omits to wi 
ticket exposed to view, while acting as oer a 
attending before a Magistrate, he shall be liable toa 
fine not exceeding ten rupees, and in default t 
payment of fine to simple imprisonment for int 
not exceeding seven lays. Peete 


39. Ii, during the term of the license, the number 


‘on sae mg becomes ihdistinet rated or the 
or ob! 
ticket_is IFC or stolen, ‘the fix can — 
i - gel ver shall 
: ‘ 





{Ofie 32) 


(Of. 6. 28.3 


(of. 0.24) 


(6f0.25.3 


Ura 204 





TAL 









wd 


tes ’: Rit. * ek q 
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~ gase IT bo entitled to ve 
“upon payment ot a fee of eight annas : 


Phe Calcutta Hackney-carriage Bill, 1918. 
\. (Chapter V—Driver’s License and Ticket.— ; 
garg ‘Clauses 40—43.) 
r produce his license be! the ‘Registering Officer, and 
on proving the loss of the ticket* or on delivering 
















Provided that, if any ticket, in lieu of which a new 
ticket has been issued under this section, be alterwards 
recovered, the same shall forthwi vered to 
the Registering Officer... / 


when NUM 


Penalty fog ising 40. Every’ driver’ licensed under this”Act who 
Pico mioro uses ox Wears the ticket granted to him after the 
iar —tiket—wies HUMber thereon has become Tadtertaer Or obliterated, 
ee eit eer Raber thereon has become indistinct or obliterated, 


and. — person into whose possession any ticket 

Which has been lost or stolen comes and who. refuses 
or ances Tor three days to deliver the same to the 
egistering Officer as _requi by the proviso _to 

section 39, 
, Shall, for every such offence, be liable toa fine not 
exceeding ten rupees, and, in default of ‘payment of 
- fine, to Simple imprisonment fora period not exceed- 
ing seven days. i" 


License and ticket ~~ 44. --(1) Upon the expiration. or other deiermina- 
& By dslivered o> tion of any license granted to a driver under this Act, 








such driver shall deliver his license and ticket to the 
, Registering Officer. 


(2) Every driver who neglects for three days to 
deliver such expired licensé and ticket to the Register- 
jpg Officer, “ 


and every person who uses, wears or rétains any 
such expired livense or ticket or an Ticense or ticket 
other than such as shall have been caltvaral to him 
under the provisions of this Act, 

and every person to whom any ticket- has been 
delivered under this Act, who lends or trangfers such 


ticket, whether current or expired, to any other person, 
and every person who’ wears or uses the ticket of 
-any other person, 


shall, for every such offence, be liable to a fine not 
exceeding fifty rupees, and in default of payment 
of fine, to mple imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding fourteen days, 


a (2) Byery person who, for the = Barpote of decep- 
tion, uses or wears any tieket resembling or intended 
to resemble “any ticket granted under section 38 or 
forevery, offence, be Tiable to a 


oe in default, 









(Cf. 9.26.) 


(Of. s.27.] 


(Rew) 


COP. 5.28.) 


« isles | 


ee saps 
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(Chapter V—Driver’s License and Picket — 
Clauses 44—47.) 
of payment of fine, to simple imprisonment fora period. 
not excceding one mont De 
(2) Tlie Reyistering Officer_or any police-officer, ‘ 
may seize any such expired or counterfeit. ticket, 
Wherever,the same may be found. 


" (8) Whenever a police-oflicer seizes any expired or 
counteneit teket under sub-section (2), he shall 


forthwith delivor it to qhe Registering Oflicer, 


nan hag {ailing 44, Whenever any driver is shmmoned to appear 

ioe’ Musistiate, before any Magistrate to answer any charge preferred 
against him tinder this Act, he shall carry with him 
his license, and produce the same if required so 
to do; andsany driver who, on such requisition, 
fails to produce such license shall, for every such 
Offence, be liable to a fine not exceeding five rupees, 
and, in default of payinent of fine, to simple iniprison- 
ment for a period not exceeding five days. 


[ops 2901). 


intonement of 45. Whenever_a Magistrate convicts a driver of ae! 


ees et me any offence punishable under this Act, or warns him 
pera Of bis liability to punishment for any. Such offence, or 
, Teprimands him in respect of his conduct as a driver, 

the Magistrate shall endorse on the driver's licens6— 


(a) the nature of the offence for which the driver 
‘ was convicted, the date of the conviction 


‘ and the penalty imposed, or 
(6) the warning or reprimand given, 


as the case may be. 


. 
Revocation or aise 46... (7) Any Magistrate before whom any driver  [4/-». %. 
Teint op'eovietn, is convicted of any offence, whether under ic ete 
‘Under any other Act, may cancel his license or may 
_ suspend the same for such period as the Magistrate 
thinks fit, and for that purpose may require the driver, 
orany other person in whose possession such license 
and the ticket thereto belonging shall then be, to 
deliver up the same, | . ‘ 
(@) Erery driver or other person who, on being so 
i required, refuses or neglects to deliver up Te license 
and ticket, shal be Tiable, for every such offence, to a 
fine Bok Spang Mabie rupees, and, in default of 
payment of fine, to simple imprisonment f i 
not exceeding ten days, i in e igete 
(3) ‘The Magistrate shall forward i 
and every ticket delivered to him inde eect 
; (D to the Registering Officer, together with a memo- 
randam of his sentence in the case. + 
(4) The Registering Officer shall enter : 
such sentence in the register ieee nan eee st 
and if the License has been suspended, the Registering 
Officer’ shal], on application at the end of the period « 
suspension, re-deliyersuch ligense and ticker to 
person to whom they were granted. bere 


t pometeey 47. (1) Itit» - 
. ti i ; 
ae a pei he Heer Ofer that i = 
: hack person to drive a x 
served . 


iver 
fein’, he may cause a Hotice to be 
c 
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. The Onleutia Hackney-carriage Bill, 1918, 
s 


(Chapter Vi—Kares, Hiring anid Plying for Hire. 
Clawses 48, 49.) 


on such driver. requiring him to appear before the 
Registering Oflicer, at such time as Tia, = Specified in 
the notice, for re-examination, very such notice 
shall state the reasons for such re-examination, 
—— ton. 

(2) @ If such driver fails to appearin pursuance 
of the notice served under sub-section 7), or 

(6) if, upon his appearance, thé Registering Officer 
finds that be is nota At person to drive the aaiensy- 
carriage, oF 


@ if the driver when summoned to appear before . 
any Magistrate to answer any charge preferred against 
jim under this Act fails to ap peur, OF 


ech tas to appear, or 
d) if the owner of the carriage or of the horse used 
therewith on being summoned to produce the river to 
answer any charge preterred against_him under this 
Act fails to do 80; i 
the Registering Officer may cancel the driver's 
Tconge or may suspend. the same for such period 
as he thinks fit, and may for that purpose require the 
driver, or any other person in whose ossession such 
‘ license or the ticket thereto belonging may then be, to 
clive? up the same: y 
. Provided that Before “passing ‘an’ order under 
clause _(¢) or (@) the istering Officer shall consider 
any explanation for “the failure that may be pat 


forwu y the driver_or the owner as the cise 
may be. 4 . 


(3) Every driver or other rson who fails to 
somply witht any requisition wade upor hie eee 
sub-section (2) shall be liable, for every such © ence, 
fo a tine ‘not exceeding twenty rupees, and, in default > 
pel not exceeding ten lays. 
CHAPTER VI. 
Farns, Hrrine AND PiyivG FoR Hike, 
g0rrmer 10 keep iat 48. (1) The owner of every hackney-carriage [¢/.s.82.] 
cirisge,” "registered ‘under this Act shall cause to_be put up, in 
such manner and in such position as may be directed 
by the Registering Officer, on' the Tnside of such 
carriage, a list in such lan; or languages as the | 
Local Government may, : hotification, prescribe, 
showing the amount of fare according to distance and 
time =i may be demanded and taken from the 
hirer of such carriage. 
(2) Every owner who fails to comply with the pro- 
* vision of this section shall, for every such offence, be 
liable toa fine not exceeding ten rupees, and, in default 
of payment of fine, to simple imprisonment for a 
period not excec ing seven days. “ 


ee, tienes 49. (1) The’ diver of every hackney-carriage [(¢/.«.82) 


iemTeise” ~ registered under this Act*shall drive such earriase to 
> avy w) is more than six miles from the 


place wh, ie same has been hired, 
‘ be required by the hirer dheregf to 
se . > 


Gao > 


which heshall , 
the Same. 
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The Calcutta Hackney-carriage Bill, 1918. 


(Chapter V1.—Fares, Hiring and Plying for Hire— 

{ Clauses 50; 51.) 

(2) When any carriage is hired by time, the driver 
therept shall’drive the same at a rate not less than 
four miles within one hour. 

(8) Any such driver who, withour sufficient excuse 
(the burden of proving ‘which excuse shall lie oe 

m™), falls to comply with the provisions of this 
Section shall he liuble’ to “a fine not exceeding 


twenty rupees, and, in default of Payment of fine, to 
Hmple imprisonment for a period not exceeding ten 
ays. . 


Penalty for relus BO. Any owner, driver, or personin charge ofany [0%] 


fox, to lete curiage J coknoy-carriage registered under this Act, who, 
without sufficient” excuse (he burden of proving 


Penalt 
for certain offences, 


which excuse shall lie upon him), refuses to let suc 
carriage for hire, shall be lable for every such offence 
to a fine not exceeding fifty rupees, and, in default of 


payment of fine, to Simin imprisonment Tor a period 
not exceeding fourteen days and shall also pay to the 
party complaining Such compensation as the Magis- 


trate thinks fit. , 


on driver 61. Every driver or attendant of a hackney- 
carriage who— eo vee. ‘ 
(a) is diunk during his employment; 4 
(6) makes use of insulting or abusive language or 
gesture during his employment; 
(c) stands (elsewhere than at some stand or other 
place appointed for the purpose) or loiters, 


for the purpose of being hired, in or upon 
» any public street, road or place ; - 
» (d) suffers his carriage to stand for hire across 
any street or alongsid f 
ee igside of any’ other 


(¢) refuses to give way (when he réasonably and 
fitch amar: do so) to any other 


(J) wilfully obstructs or hinders thedriverot any 
other carriage in taking up or setting down 
any passenger into or from such other 
carriage ; ’ 

(g) wrongfully prevents or endeavor 

a urs to prevent 


th i ier Carriage 
ik ie, surinse of any other carriage from being 


(t) demands or takes more than th 
nds 1e pro 
Which heis legally entitled ; baie cane 
@ refuses to admit and carry‘in his carriage the 


namber of passeng i iage 
Mees _ which such carria, 7 
Rt ecpemcrercemaeses 
( (7) carries more than such nomber of passengers ; 
(h) refuses to carry by his carriage sneh sqhiatitity 





ot Tuggage as i 8 iF by: 
under section * mescribed y by-law made 
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Chapter VI.—EKares, Hiring and Plying for Hire — 
Clauses 52—54.) 


. 

(m) drives in _the carriage any animal*which is 

not 80 secured as to = anna the control of 
the driver; - 

~  (n) being hired by time or distance, before he has 
been discharged “by the hirer, wilfully 
deserts from the hiring ; : 

(0) plies for hire with any carriage or -horse 

which shall be at the time unfit for public : 
use ; 


(p) Teobeys any direction Hiven ny a police-officer 
or the regulation of trafic and the control 

of carriages on hac! ney-carriage Stands, , 
Shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred 


rupees, or, imprisonment for a period not ‘exceeding 
two months, 








rarwmnn Liye prvi 52. Any licensed driver, employed as a_driver by [¢e74,37.1 
, at'premies of owner, the ‘owher of “any hackney-carriage registered under 
this Act, who, without sufficient excuse, refuses or 
neplocle to attend at the premises where such carr 
is_kept’ for the purpose of drivitig any such carriage, 
wh si such owner is prevented from letting out the 
same, shall be liable for each offence to a fine not 
exceeding ten rapees, and, in default of payment of 
fine, to simple imprisonment fora period not exceed- 
ing seven days. 


Ownermay becum- 53, (1) When a complaint is made before a Magis- (cv.+.28) 
betore “atagittate trate against the driver of a hackney-earriage regis- 
to Produce’ tered under this Act for any offence committed by 


im against the provisions of this Act or any by-law . 
made hereunder, such Magistrate may, if the driver 

ils to ABD. forthwith summon the owner of the 
carriage or of the horse used therewith, or both such 
owners, as Te ma consider necessary, personal 'y 
to appear and to aes the driver of such carriage 
to answer ¢he complaint. 


(2) Tf any such owner, without reasonable excuse, 
levts or refuses to appear personally or to produce 


ne 

ie driver in compliance,with summons issaed under 
sub-section (2), he r Tall 5 Hable to a fine not excosd- 
ing fifty rupees, and, in default of ment of fine, to 
simple imprisonment for a period not exceeding four- 
teen days and so from time to time us often as he sha 


so summoned, until such driver shall be produced 
by him: 
"Provided that if sh owner, without a ten oi 
excuse, neglects or refuses to “appear personal yor to 
produce such driver on the second or any subsequent 
summons requiring him so to do, the ‘istrate ma: 


proceed to hear’ and determine the complaint in the 
absence of the owner A dyiver, or either of them. 


and 
river, 


‘Rosine B4. (1) If any person, who has hired a hackney- (7y.+.993 
+ refusal to pay fare, egistered under this Act and who, without 
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(Chapter VI.—Fares, Hiring and Plying for Hire— 
' Clauses 55—59.) 


ig entitled the Magistrate may order payment of such 


i 
te ‘and also of such compensition for loss of time as 
shall seem reasonable, 


(2) Tftany person who has used any such carriage 


* attempts to evade payment of the fare, or any portion 
Of the same, he shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 


fifty rupees, or to simple imprisonment for a period 


not exceeding fourteen days in addition to the pay- “ 
ment of such” Tare and compensation as hereinbefore 
mentioned. 


Penalty fordertroy: 6B, Any person who maliciously or knowingly [¢y.«. @1 
ily carsage-inte, Years, destroys, defaces, obliterates oF removes any 
Tato, table of fares, driver's ticket_or mark of identifi- 
cation which bas boon ailixed, putup, granted, attached 
orapplied under the provisions of this ct shall be 
Tiab i Tor every such Offence to a fine not excéeding 


twenty rupees, and, in. default of payment of fine, to 
see imprisonment for a period not. exceeding 


ten days. | 


Seandiy toe wifi 56. Any person using a hackney-carritige re ister- LCfs 41) 
injeayweaciage ed. under this Act who wilfully injures the same, s! 
Fable to a fine not exceeding twenty rupees, and, 
in default of payment of fine, to simple imprisonment 
for a period not exceeding ten days; and shall also, 
pay to the owner of the carriage such compensation 
for the injury as the Magistrate may direct. 


Dispuice bow tebe 7» (1) Incase of any dispute between thethirer (c/-+.42.] 
aettled. and driver of any hackney-carriage registered under 
. this Act, : 
the hirer may, if any Magistrate be then sitting 
require the driver to drive to the Court of such 
Magistrate, or, if no Magistrate be then sitting, to 
the Registering Officer ; J 


and, if any driver refuses toobey such requisition, 


the hirer may give such driver into the custody of 
the nearest police-officer. 


(2) The police-officer shall thereupon take 

* tl 
driver and the hirer, together with the carriage aa 
horse, to such Court or Registering Officer, t 


and the Magistrate or Registéring Officer, as the 
case may be, may hear and determine the dispute in 
summary way. 


Table of distances 58," In the case of disputes as to fi 

- Ozer cheng” according to the distance, any shia booceaeon fe 

fie Repistering ese: shall, on proof. of Sak: Rohe: 

_ en i ; 

\ Rares eae ope conclusive evidence of the 
« 


(0.43) 


Hacknoycariage 59. (1) Any hackney-darri: : i 
Ragoerige. ? * this Act may ply for hite as a sage coe tae 


(2) The owner or driver of i i 
hire or bired asa atnge-carrings ghallta ee pa Be : 
to any by-}@w mage under a sect “faa 
ee this Aci ut enti ~ a 
m 
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The Oaleutta Hackney-carriage Bill, 1918. 


(Chapter. VI-—Féres, Hiring and Plying for Hire— 
Chapter VII—Palanquins.—Clauses 60-63.) 


take for the hire of such carriage sach fares us shall 
be agreed upon between ‘him and the ‘several hirers, 


respectively, subject*to any maximum which may be 
prescribed by. the Corporation by en order in aiiting. 

(3) All the other provisions of this Act shall be 
applicable to the case of x hackney-carriage plying as 
a stage-carriage, so far as the same may be applivable 
in each case. 


(2) Every. public stand so appointed shall have a 
board pacer in a, conspicuous place on the same 


containing a notice in such language or Tanguages as 
the Local Government may, by notification, prescribe, 
stating that the stand is a public stand under this 
Ket and Specie the number of carriages that may 
stand upon it. 


7 
CHAPTER VII. 


PALANQUINS. 


Palangiins to be G1, Every palanquin plying for hire in 


registered annually. 


Oalentta shall be registered annually by the officer 
appointed for registering hackney-carriages, at the 
time aiid in the manner provided by Chapter IT with 
respect to the registration of hackney-carringes + 


Provided that the Registering Officer may refuse to 
régister any palanquin, or may cancel or suspend for 
such period as he thinks fit, the registration Thereof, 
‘Whenever such palanguin appears to him to be unfit 


for public use. 


oo for_palan- 62. (1) The Registering Officer shall, at the time 


of registration, liver a license, duly signe yy him, 
to the owner of every palanguin. ‘ 

(2) Such license shall be in force for: the year of 
registration. 3 


46. 


Sate to been GO, (1) The’ Corporation shall from time to time yl0%,*, 
‘ STEHT et V of 
. Appoint the places in Calcutta that are to be used as wit,» 44) 

public stands for hackney-carriages. 


(or an, 


fey. 9.8.) 


qimtionse cl 68, (1) The following particulars shall/be entered (4+ #71 


. 


in the register and shall be specified in the license to 
be given-to the owner, foes = 


(a) the number of the palanquin ; 
(®) the name and residence of the owner; 


(© the nuinber. of sons the palanquin is 
» ~“Tieensed to carry 3 
(d) the date on which the license was granted ; 


) (® such other particulars as may be preseribed b: 
by-law mee under section t 
nt > 
(2) All the provisions of this Act in any way 
relatin, tothe notation to 38 ae wi of 
the change of ownership or of residence of the owners 
of hackn k 





. 
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The Calcutla Hackney-earriage Bill, 1918. 


(Chapter VII.—Palanquins —Clauses 64—68.) 
64. (1) Upon the registration of any palanquin, A Sad 16, 


Pensa arc the Registerfng icer_ shall cause to ixed_on 
some const part of the gutside of suc! a angquin 
a_plate bearing the number of such _palanguin in_ 
register _and the number of persons it is licensed to 


carry. ‘ 
+ () Itan lanquin is let, used_or plies for hire 
without having a proper plate affixed thereto under 


ine not exceeding twenty rupees, and, in default o! 


ayment oi fine, to simple imprisonment for a peri: 
not exceeding ten days. 


(8) The person in whose name a palanquin is for 
the time being registered shall be deemed to be the 


owner thereof for the purposes of this Act. 


Application of 65. All the provisions of this Act in any wa’ (New) 
cee i to the cancellation or sus: pension of the re, rL8= 
Sere opal hackney-carriages and to the renewing, pro- 
cur y Wucing, using or taking possession of plates affixed 
to hackney marries shal he applicable sees 
to pa' ang uins, 


Owner to, keep ist " : Bae aks ae 
offares ide pain. . 86. The owner of every palanquin registered Lefaae 


quin, under this Act shall cause to be put up, in such man- 
ner und in, such position as may be directed by the 
Registering Officer, on the inside of such palanguin, 
a_list_in such language, or languages as the Local 
Government may, D: notification, prescribe, showin; 
the amount of fare according to distance anc time 


which may be demanded and taken from the hirer of 
° such palanquin. 





License for bearers 67. (1) No person shall act as the bearér of a [Of 86%) 


Aaaenceie. palanquin registered under this Act unless such 
person has “obtained a license from the Registering 
Officer inthe manner prescribed. by Chapter V for 
drivers of hackney-carriages, 


(2) All the provisions of this Act in any w; 
‘ relating to the . taking out, granting, renewing, 
producing or using the; licenses, or to the issuing, 


bed ee using or taking possession of 
tickets granted to drivers ot hackney-carnia; 

i wes, shal 
be applicable in like manner to “the bearers of 
palanquins. 


(3) For every license to act as a palanguin-bear 
granted under this Act, there shall nego eee 


eight annas ; and for every renewal thy 
be.paid a fee of two annas. scl ier — 


~ 

Masini dnaooe”  GB._(1) Phe bearers of over 
LEE Pelancuioe under this Act eh comry a ones 
SSR ce place: whitch isnot mene, Uel, Palanguin to any $a"? 


place where the same has been t ae ie : 
isco. 0 which they 
shall be required by the hier thereof to carry the +) 


z : areata ‘ 





(Chapter VIt_—Palanquins. Chapter VITI—Pick- 
shaws.—Chapter IX. —By-laws.—Clauses 69-—71,) 


-@) When any such palanquin is hired by time, the 
Hereo! 


; \ bearers ‘Y be required *o carry it at any 
ae “not exceeding Seat eha half-mile within one 


gb OoTisions regards” 
/ diver of ackngys COMMitted ‘by or against. the owners and drivers of 
7 <acriagee eee hackney-carriages and the penalties in respect of the 


pbpaiongs ae -Same'and recovery thereof, and all the remedies given 
to or against: hirers, owners jor drivers of hackney- 
oe carriages, exgept the provisions contained in Section 


53, shall be. applicable, so far as the Same may reason- 


ably “be applied, to “the owners and bearers of 
Palanquins, 


CHAPTER VIII. 
St 


RIcKsHAWs, 


Rickshaw, 70. All the. provisions contained in this Act, 

reluting To palanguins, and the hirers: owners and 

. arers thereof, shall De a cuble, mutatis mutandis, 

and so faras the same may reasonably be a Tied, to 

all vickshaws ply! ne for hire in any town or place in 

~~ Which this Aet is in force, and_to—the hirers, Owners 
al 


nd bearers of suc rickshaws, ’ 


CHAPTER Ix, 


By-Laws, 


earns ™ ~ ; 
eon . Whe) The Corporation may, from time to time, 


imake by-laws generally tor carr ‘ing out the provisions 








(@ reguiating the examination and qualification 
Of drivers of hackney-carriages. and bearers 


of pelanguing and rickshaws, and the 
conditions ander whic they may be em- 
‘ed 


S ployed ; i 

(b) prescribing the uniformsto be worn by drivers 
and attendants of hackne: ~curriages ; 
nh rrecurringes 5 


4 (c) specifying the description of horses, harness, 
r at things” to be used: in hackney- 
- v carriages, palanguins and rickshaws, the 
] dimensions an: colours of such carriages, 


2 mguins and rickshaws, and rescribin; 
the condition” in whicl such carriages, 





shall: be kept 






K of! identifeation of 





and intentions of this Act; and in urticular, an 
Withont prejudice to the generality a the Toregoing 
bower, they — and shall, if the Loca vovernment - 
so direct, make by-laws— 


palanquins und» rickshafs and the horses, 
harness and-other t ings used therewith, © 


% 


G8." Alt the jrovisidhin ot Puts AGt as to offences (7j.«.5(0.) % 


[New] 
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The Ouleutia Hackney-carriage Bill, 1918. 


(Chapter LX.— By-laws.—Chapter X—Prosecutions.— 
Clauses 72—76.) 


(e) providing for the division of hackney-carrlages 
nto classes (if any) ; 4 

(f) prescribing the fees to be_paid_for the regis- 

tration of carriages, horses, palanquins an 

kesh respectively. Taer this Act, 


rickshaws, 
a Or alterations to be made in any 


register kept hereunder ; 
(g) prescribing the fares to be paid for the hire of 
hackney-carriages, palanqguins and TIOK- 
me Shaws, respective Ty 3 iy x 
(h) regulating the quantity of luggage to be 
carried by racbeney-car Tints 
(i) for the inspection of the premises on which 
any such carriages, palanquins, rickshaws, 
horses, harness and other things are kept; 
(g) dor the protection of weak, lame or sickly 


horses and the prevention of their use in 
hackney-carriages 5 


(x) for the publication of a table of distances ; : 
(® for preventing the placi of advertisements 
on or in _hackney-carniages, palanquins or "i 
rickshaws ; and 


(m) prescribing particulars _to be entered in the 
Tegisters and licenses under this Act. 








"(2) By-laws made under this section shall be cy, ten. set 
subject to the sanction of the Local Government, and iii 
Se Tamctioned be published in such ‘manner ag 
The Local Government may direct, 


72. Whoever infringes any by-law made under [ef-s 54) 
this Act shall be liable to a fine not exceeding twenty 


Tupees, and, in default of payment of fine, to simple 
imprisonment for aperiod not exceeding ten days. 
CHAPTER X. 
PROSECUTIONS. 

73, A summons against a driver of a_hackney- (\0r sev 
“actoge Taito aeior This act Tor amy oes gee 
against this Act may be served either on the person ~~ J 
heeused, or on the owner of the carriay , or on the 
owner ‘of the horse used therewith, and a ‘service on 


the owner shall be as effectual as i it had been made 


on the driver personally. er ye 


74. Ii, in any prosecution under this Act, the (cf «sana 

rson Charged does not appear as directed by the Wine ve 
summons. as Magistrate may, upon proof of service. bag 
and if no sufficient cause be shown for the non-appear- 


Ance, proceed to hear and determi ring 
anvnp : rminé the case in his 





75. (0) No person shgll be liabl gh 
le to prot i 
for any offence under this Act, unless the complaiat wirag Vel 
respecting Such offence be made within three pit ft hee 
next after “sepa ‘of such offence. ase 4 
* * ms 


. 





ANY Sanaa oes x 
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i The Caloutta Hackney-carriage Bill, 1918, 


_(Chapier X.—Prosecutions.—Chapter XT.— 
La Miscellaneous.—Clauses 76—79.) 


(2) For the ses of this section every omission 
unishable under t) ct_shall be deemed to be a 
, continuing offence so long as the omission coupes. 


wremney 20: poopy: 76. (1) If, through any act, neglect or default on 
; ee account see any porkout ig fined ander thjs Act, any 
damage to the property ‘of The Corporation has been 
committed by such person, he shall be linble to make 
good such damage.as well as to pay such fine, 


(2) The amount of such damage shall be determined 
by the Magistrate by whom such person has been 
fined; and, in default of payment of the amount of 
such damage on demand, the same may be levied in 
the same manner as a fine. 


CHAPTER XI. 


: MISCELLANEOUS. > 
Meroe BU nia 77. (1) If any property ‘is left by any 
or_rickshaw to be hi 






Tejosted Th potie- 
station. : 
twenty-four hours, carry such property, if not sooner 
claimed by the owner thereof, to the nearest police- 
station, and shall there deposit it with the Inspector 
~ or other officer on duty. 
(2) The said officer shall forthwith enter in a bok. 
to be kept for that purpose— 
» @) the description of such property ; 
(b) the name and address of the driver or bearer 
who brings it; ‘ 


(e) the day and hour when it is brought ; 


(@ the name and address of the owner of the 
" hackney-carriage, palanquin or rickshaw in 
. which the property. bas been left, and the 
registered number of such carriage, palan- 
quin or ri¢kshaw ; 


and shall grant « receipt for the same, 
: Revaliy for nglete 78. uy driver or bearer who fails to deposit any 
a property lolt ina hackney-carriage, palunquin or vick- 


shaw within, the time prescribed in section 77, sub- 
. section (1), 8: ¢ liable to a fine not exceedin, t 
Tupees, and, in default _o! ent of fine, to simple 


prisonment for a period not _excei ing fourteen 
ays. 


vad Ly 


ear Se be, 7g. The property entered under section 77, sub- 
" section (2), shall be returned to the person who proves 

to the satisfaction of the Commissioner of Police that 

the same belonged to him, on payment of all costs 

incurred, together with such reasonablg sum to the 

person who brought the samd as the said Commission- 


er may determine : . ¢ 
tS ¥ Provided that if within six months from the date 


es the Commissioner 
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The Catoutta Hracknay-carriag? 
(Chapter XT—=Misceldnonis Clases 90—82) 


~ that he is the owner of the poverty the Commissioner A 

Thay cause the property to sold, or. otherwise — # 
ere of; and. the proceeds, after deducting there- oO a 
ioe the expenses, together with a reasonable sum to 


the driver. or bearer, shall: be credited and applied 


in the same manner as fees and Tnes realized under 


this Act. 


Feesand éae tow BO, (Z) All fees and fines realized under this Act [cf ».60J 
weindait nits an he credited to a furid to be called the * Hxckney- 
cartiage Fund,” which shall be employed in carrying 
out the purposes of this Act. 
(2) In the event.of one or more municipalities 
being included in Calcutta by virtue of a notification _ 
published under clause (b) of section 2, such fund s! 


be divided anmually Detween the Corporation of 


Calentta and such other municipality or muni- 
cipalities im such proportion as the Local Government 
may from time to time determine, eaclt municipality 
employing the sum 30 allotted to it in carrying out 


the purposes of this Act." 


Tadomaity. 81. No suit shall be maintainable against_any (om Ac 


municipal authority, officer or servant, or an, ico is 
Silicer or any person acting under the atreotion of any 
munich ‘authority, officer or servant oF ofa Magis- 


trate, or of any person appointed under section 82. 
sub-section (1) of this Act, in respect of an, ‘thing ~ 
awfully and in good faith ‘and with due care 2 
attention done aie This Act or any by-law made 
thereunder. ’ 


fenest when act 82, (Z) Whenever this Act shall be extended to [%=.0t] 


cuigait beyond any! other ‘town or local area under clause (a) of 
section 2, the Local Government may, by notification, , 


appoint persons, either by name or b; official der - 

tion, to exercise_and vertorts the same posers and 

duties as are conferred or impose yy this Act on 
The Corporation, the Chairman of the Corporation and + 

a The Commissioner of Police, respectively. 

(2) In each town or local area to which this Act 


may be extended, for the word “Cal Og 
tions 5, 38, 60 and 41, shall be read rie i a dhe 


town or arcaand for the words and figures * 3 
Ines “ sectic 
of the Calcutta Municipal Act, in Sion Ben gett 
Bhdy-socthah. (8) shall be read the words and im 
- “ection 46 of the Bengal Municipal Aet, 1887 ute aps 
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\ 
STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 
s iy r 
"The objects of this Bill are— k 
(1) to make certain additions to, and amendments in, the Caleutta 
Hackney-carriage Act, 1891 (Bengal Act I] of 1891), which 
experience has shown to be necessary for the improvement of 
the hackney-carriage service, and 


(2) to bring within the scope.of the Act ricksltwws which aro being 
used in increasing numbers. 


2. \A special Committee was appointed by the Corporation of Calcutta in 
1910 to consider the question of the amendment of the Act, and an amending 
Bill, based on their recommentlations, was introduced jin 1916. The Select 
Committee to which this Bill was referred, considered that # did not deal 
adequately with all thé additions and alterations necessary in the Caloutta 
Hackney-carriage Act, 1891, and that the changes required would so materially 
alter that Act as to go beyond:the scope of an aménding Bill. They accord- 
ingly recommended that the Bill should riot bb farther proceeded with and 
that a new consolidating and amending Bill should be framed, q 


3. In various sgtions of the Caleutta Hackney-carriaga Act, 1891, no 
provision was made for re aa oe in default of payment of fine, and this 
defect has been supplied in ‘the: Bjll: by préscribing if, the penal’ clauses 
suitable termg of imprisonment in default of payment of fine. In the absence 
‘of specific provision to this effect, the provisions of the Indian Penal Céde 
relating to imprisonment in default would ‘apply under section 26+ of the 
Bengal General Clauses Act, 1899 (Ben. Act I of 1899), and the terms of 
imprisonment for which sentences may be passed under that Code appear to 
be unduly severe for most, of the offences for which penalties may be imposed 

- under the Calcutta Hackney-carriage Act; 1891. 

4. The additions and alterations proposed are explained in the subjoined 
notes. A table is also appended showing the manner in which the provisions 
of the Caleutta Hackney-carriage Act, 1891, are dealt with by the Bill. 





NOTES ON CLAUSES. \ = 
Cnarrer I. 


“Clause 1. 


Sub-clause'(2).—In order to give time to make by-laws under the new 
clauses which it has been proposed to insert in section 53 of the.Act (now 
clause 71), it is proposed to postpone the commencement of the operation of 
the Bill when passed into law until a date to be notified by the Local Govern- 
ment. ‘ 


“ Clause 2. 

Sub-clauses (a) and (6).—These contain day arenes! of sub-section (3) of 
section 1 and of section 4 Of the existing Act. ‘The first proviso, which is new, 
‘has been added sinco it is considered desirable that the Government of India 

_ Should be consulted before the Act is extended to a cantonmeht area, 

The ‘second proyiso, which is now, has been added in order that the 

spublic may have an opportunity for Submitting objections. 


Clause 3. e 


Sub-clause (2)-—This saving clause reproduces section 2, sub-section (2) 
of the Act, with the exception of appointments, extensions and notifications. 
© savings are unnecessary in view of the provisions of section 25 of 


ae ‘\ CS Ky 7 r 
ies Bengal ap tad Clauses Act, 1899. 


fey 
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Clause 4. 


Sub-clause'(1).—It has been considered necessary to define the term 
“bearer” in: order to» include therein persons employed to draw or push a 
rickshaw. ” : i a 

Subeclause (3)—A definition of “ Commissioner of Police” is necessary 
in the event of the extension of the Act beyond Calcutta. 

" Bub-clause (7).—The term “ notification” has been defined to obviate the 
necessity of repeatitlg in the Billthe direction of publication of the notifica~ 
tion in the Caleutta Gazette, 

Sub-clauses (8) and (9),—It.js considered desirable to define “ palanguins” 


and “rickshaws, 
o * . 


e Cnaprer IL. 


Claibse 6.) 


It is proposed that instoad of having specified in this clause the classes 
into which hackney-carriagés shall be divided, the classification shall be left 
to by-laws tg be made under clause 71. The “alterations in the clause give 


offect.to,this PaEpoealy ¢ aie * 
varie Mee ar : 
; he egy SOlguge 7, + 4m r 


. "This clause provides Yer thé delégatidn of the functions of the Registering 
Officer to any officer with the ganction of the Chairman. 


Clause, 11. 


Sub-clause (¢) has been inserted to make “registers and Hiosnted self- 
contained. Cf. also section 21 (2) (c) of the Act. 
_Sub-clause (f) is designed to allow. scope for revision: of the form of 
register and license from time to time a8 may be found necessary. 


. Clause 12, e 


This is a new clause. It, directs the production\of registered hackney- 
catriages before the Registrar for inspection within two weeks. after the 
expiration of six months from the date of each annual registration. Hackney- 
carriages often become unfit for public use long before the registration year 
has run out, but are usually repaired only just before the registration 1s to 
be renewed. The new section will make it possible for the Registering 
Officer to exercise his power of suspension or cancellation under clause 
18 of the Bill so as to enforce the making of repairs in proper time. 


Clauses 14 and 15. 


In reproducing the provisions of sections 12 and 1 i 
has been taken to make an altération in the paren a maemo 
considered necessary to provide a recurring penaliy in clause 14 and. 
penalty of Rs. 5(non-recurring) or simple imprisonment for sev: Pi in 
defaylt’has been proseribed.in both the clauses, eee 


* Clause 16, 


_g, 8a conviction under clause 14, sub-clause (3 

@ ), involves proof of change of address, vaetineasee sues th sei ae 
clause to require the necessary alteration being made in the regist sci 
a person has been so convicted, ‘such conviction automaticall; ig eee 
to the Registering Offic’r of the fact of sych change. peat qguice 


i t Cltuse 17, ° 
Sub-clause (2), proviso.—Th i j 4 
unregistered arian he spoddiont Meee a 
oiiaes 


is clause is. t e 
le manner tothe take aneaee: 
‘ é Nae ie 


7 RB 
i / : nt : 
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It is necessary also to provide for the release of the: horse or horses if. 
licensed with the harness as soon as that object is’achieveds, 4 y 

Sub-clause (3).—This appears to be necessary as, but for suéh power, 

objection would be taken to the detention of caryiages neized. 


Cuarrer TIT} ae 




















» MF 
i Clause 20, proviso. * ‘ 

_. Adrafting alteration is considered necessary if order to make it clear 

that it is only aftera new plate has been affixed that @ recovered plate 

must be surrendered. If the old plate is found again before a new plate is 

affixed the old plate will be restoréd in th® normal conrse. 


. . 
Clause 83, 

Clause 13 empowers ‘the Regietering Officer to suspend or cancel the * 
registration of any hackrey-carriage or the license granted to the driver of 
any hackney-carriage when such carriag’ appears to him to be unfit for 
public use. Clause 22 provides for the delivery to the Registering Officer of 
the plate of the carriage when the registration of the carriage has’ ceased to 
be in foreé’? but vere no clear provision oe ‘existing ‘Mot for the delivery 
of the plate to the Registering er When the carviage registration is merely 
suspended. If the Teawe ring Officer lis’ give % rer oe “possession of 
the plate.in such, a rsd the edrtiage’ will be* effedbually ptevented from 

,plying forthire, and in that way,’compliande avith the conditions upon which 
the carriage was registered will be secured. It is accordingly proposed to 
give the Registering Officer, this power. 43 the Act at present ‘stands, the 
only procedure opén to the Registéring Officer in these cireumstances is to 
prosecute the offender, and this has proved to be ineffective, as he continues 
to ply his carriage for hite, although unfit, and the fine imposed is not usually 
of a deterrent nature. 

Clause 24, 


Section 20 of the Act does. not take into consideration many possible 
misnses of a plate properly issuedander this Act. The clause as revised 
is more compreheusive. The penalty prescribed in that section has been 
altered in order to bring it ito conformity with that provided in section 28. 


Cuarrer IV. . 
Clause 25. 

The existing system is defective as it does not contain any provision for 
the separate registration and the identification of the horses. There is 
a danger of horses produced before the Registering Officer when the carriages 
are being registered being subsequently replaced. by inferior animals. This 
clause provides for’the separate registration of horses together with the 
harness and their identification is provided for in clauses 29 and 30. 


Clause 26, f 
This clause corresponds to section 8 of the Act (clause 10 of the Bill). 
Bike a Clause 27. * 


This ie.on the spa as clauses 11 and 63 of the Bill (sections 9 and 
47 of the Act), but su use (3) follows sub-clause (8) of clause 9. 
’ : Clause 28. i 


A _. This clause provides for the production for inspection of registered horses 
half-yearly in the manner prescribed in the case of hackney-carriages by 
clause 12. ¢ ‘¢ 

: » Clause 29, 

This clause is intended to faciljtate the identification of horses approved 


_ by the Registering Officer and to prevent the substitution of horses which 


fe 


- prescribed by by-law made under clause 71 of the Bill. 
: ery 


wnot been so apptoved. The mark of identification to be used will be 


a 
. - sy 4 


\ 


© = . 
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= a 
Clause 30. “h 
‘This clause i analogous toclause 17 of the Bill. 


+ Clause 31. : 
This clause also is analogous to clause 13 of the Bill (section 11 of the 
Act). 


# Clause 32. i) 
‘This clause is new and is iptended to apply the provisions relating to 
plats affixed on hackney-carriages under this Act to the marks, of identifica- 
tion attached or applied to horses, so fat as these provisions can reasonably 
¢ . ° 


“be applied. 
Cuarrer V. 


Clause 33. 


| Bub-clause ()—his sub-clause reproduces the provisions of sub-section 
(2) of section 21 ofthe Act, but in a somewhat different form. |", 

Sub-clause (2).—Section 21 of the-Act empowers the Registering Officer 
to grant licenses any applicant, the grant of a lidense,.to, whom appears to 
be proper, and secti 53(a)! provides, for the making of by-laws in regard to 
the examination and halifeation of driytrs,.. There is, -however,;reason to. 
believe that, notwithstanding the existence of these provisions, licenses have® 
boen granted to persons who aro really unsuitable as drivers. It ‘has, there- 
fore, been suggested that opportunity should be taken to emphasize three 
prominent cases in which licenses should be refused, namely, where appli- 
cants ,either do not bear a good character,or are incompetent as drivers, or 
have an insufficient knowledge of localities. It has also been pointed out that 
for the safety of the public no one under 18 years of age should be allowed to 
drive a hackney-carriage. This sub-clause incorporates all these suggestions: 


Clause 34, 


“Sub-elause (I).—This reproduces the provisions of sub-section (2) of 
section 21 of the Act with one addition, namely, that a summary of the- more 
important: statutory provisions and by-laws affecting drivers of hackney- 
carriages should be set out in every license. This is for the convenience of 
the drivers. 


Sub-clauses. (2) and (3).—Sub-sections (8) and (4) of section 21 of the Act 
require every driver to take out a fresh license every year, on payment of a fee 
of Rs. 2. It is proposed to alter these sub-sections so,as to require that. all 
licenses shall, irrespective of the date of issue, expire on the one date. 
namely, the 30th June. This change will, it is considered, facilitate the 
thorough and systematic examination of drivers. It is further proposed. that 
licenses shall be renewable if in the opinion of the Registering Officer the 
driver continues to fulfil the terms of the original grant as to competenc 
sobriety and good character. It is furthor provided that tho fos for a 
license should be Rs. 2, whether the license is an origi one or wheth 
it is being renewed, except that in order to avoid hardship to drivers wh x 
licenses have been in force for less than. six oni the 30th ania 
the fee to be realized from these drivers will be only half that sum. ae 


Clause 36, : * 
This clause amplifies section 23 of the Act so as to penalise owners of 


hackney-carriages who allow their carriages to be driven for hire by persons © 


whose Ticenses fave expired or have been cancelled or suspended. 


. Clauses 39, ined 6 fi 


ae These two clauses. reproduce th vii ‘af ‘ ges 
xcept that, in the proviso to clause Sis doting of the ane 
ler to bring it into line tha provieoto clkuse 20 of the Bill en ae 








© 
« 








des 


+> Shia. the provisions of séction 27 of the Act with slight verbal _ 
Vera Salas hig meaning clearer. The words " any license or ticket” 
2 nae been inserted in sub-clause (2) as thoy appear to have been inadver- 

~ tently omitted. * . 


sap Clause 41, 


Clause 42. ahh 


a For the reasons stated in tho note on clause 23 this clause has been 
added. 


tte "Clause #4. 


‘The term of imprisonment in default of payment of fine provided in sub. 
‘section (Z) of section 29 of the Act has been reduced from seven days to. five 
days. i ars 
. Clause 45. 

Section 29 (2) of the Act authorises Magistrates to endorse convictions on 
drivers’ licenses. . It is Proposed in this clauge to revise that section so as to 
require’ Magistrates to endorse convictions instead of merely authorisi them 
to do so, and so as to require Magistrates to endorse also any’ warning or 

“reprimand that they may administer to drivers, ‘ 


‘ ‘ Clase 46, Ls ; 

~The term of inpusbainént in default of payment of fine provided in 

om 30 of the Act has been alteredto a term of simple imprisonment for ten 
a Z 3 


Clause 47, 


~ . . . 

The Registering Officer is ‘empowered by section 11 of the Act to suspend 
or cancel ‘a driver's license when hig carriage, horse'or harness, is unfit for public 
use. Section 30 alsy authorises the suspension or. cancellation of his license 
when a driver is convicted before a Magistrate of any offence. These 
provisions, however, do not go far enough, for drivers may be shown to be 
unfit for their work independently of the condition of their carriages, horses « 


inst them. It.is therefore proposed to insert this clause empoweri: 
Rematenie Officer to require any driver to appear before Lin, aad Pit'be: 
found that the driver js not a fit person to drive a hacknoy-carri to 
suspend or cancel his license, If a driver fails to appear before a Magistrate 
when summoned to answer a charge, or if the owner on being called upon to 
roduce the driver before a Magistrate fails to do so, the driver's license is also 
fable to be cancelled or suspended by the Registering Officer who granted it, 


: Cuaprer VI. 


Clause 48. 


‘Sul-clause (1).—The list of fares in Caleutta is, in accordance with 
‘section 32 of the Act, to be drawn up in the English, Urdu and Bengali 
8. . Section 61 prescribes that the language of the list in other loeal 


_. areas is to be detetmined by the Local Government. In this sub-clause the 






power to determing tho language or languages has been reserved to the Local 
Government in all cases Ag Peing the more convenient course to follow. Simi- 
alterations have been made in clauses 60 and 66, 


Clause 49. ’ 
_ This reproduces with modifications the provisions of section 33 of the 
ct, but in sub-clause (3) tho burden of proving sufficient excuse when a 
river fails to comiply with the provisions of the élangt has been laid on him as a 
most reasonable coursé in the circumstances, The provisions 
ing an excess ve not been incorporated as being 
‘itis intended to settlo all questions relating to fares by means 
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Clause 50. Breed 
For the reasons stated in the note to the previous clause the burden of'prov- | 
ing sufficient excuse referred toin this clause has’ been laid on the owner,'dtiver 
or person in charge of a hackney-carriage. . 
< Clause61. 
This clause in reproducing the provisions of section 36. makes several 
important alterations. Tt seems to be necessary to bring attendants of hackney- Soa 
carriages within the sedpe of this clause and to give the Police Officers in con! 
of traffic greater powers for enforcing order. The clause has beep alt 
accordingly. In Bombay the attendants are equally liable with the drivers for 
similar offences (see Bombay Act VI of 1863, 8. 22). Sub-clauses (I) and (m) 
have been taken from eect 37 of Madras Act V of 1911 and appear to- 
be suitable. Sub-clause(n) which corresponds with clause (D) of section 36 of 
the Act now follows the Madras Act. ‘Serious offences as. well a8 trivial 
offences dre dealt with in this clause and the penalty of ten rupees or 
imprisonment for seven days provided in that, section is not considered to be 
»adequate for some of the offences referred to. ‘The maximum has, therefore, 
heen raised to 100 rupees or imprisonment for two months. 


Clause 52. 


_ ‘This corresponds to section 37 of the Act with certain alterations to make 
the intention clear. that the driver is now required to attend at the premises 
where the carriage is kept and not at the residence of the owner. 5 


Clause 53. 


Section 88 of the Act empowers the ‘strate to summon the owner of 

a hackney-carriage when @ complaint is made that the driver has committed 

an offence against the Act. There seems to be no reason.why this section should 

not be extended to the case of offences against by-laws made under section 53 

(now clause 71) and this clause has been drafted accordingly. ‘ 

eevhan Tbe alterations relating to owners of horses are consequential as ‘provision 
< being mado for sepagate registration of horses. 


Clause 54. 


* This clause reproduces the provisions of section’39 of the Act with slight 
modifications. |The words “without sufficient excuse” have been yntvodtised 
= jar’ sonia Sa ae te equitable. The penalty of imprisonment in 

efau payment of fine has been reduced t i impri 
Saal ai 0 simple imprisonment. Be 





Clause 55. 


_ This reproduces the provisions of sub-section (Z) of i 

with a few verbal alterations. A reference to “* ae of ce A 
been made in this clause as being consequential upon the adoption of th 
proposal regarding the identification of horses. The penalty of TmpHAaniBen 
in default of payment of fine has been reduced in thts clause as_ well i 
clause 56 to simple imprisonment for ten days. berries 


Clause 59, 
Sub-clause (2)—Following tho precedent of seeti beasetibn (2) 
Madras ot V of 1911, tho. words “subject im Beato pan ipa ot 
eatin My. Sie Corners by an order in’ writing” have ie ide HS 
80 as to prevent the ow rt i 
ga alterations in this Sa Cau fonoy fares, _ The 
* 0 relegate to by-laws ghe prescribing of the scale of fares. spin eee 


Clause 60, 


This clause follows section 45 of the A soda od — 
AM ieaseA EV ob 1811 (on alse Note on Cause 48) — 








a _ Cnapren VIL 
St ne) aera plveraetas 

"This reproduces the provisions of section 48 of the Act, but the power to 
‘suspend a license is taken in the proviso in order. to bring this clause into 
fine with clause 18 of the Bill. : a ae bi 
, Clause 62. 3 


This clause is now. It.provides for licenses for palanquins. Licenses are 
issued for hackney-carriages. under the existing Act,and licenses for horses 
are also now required. It is therefore reasonable to have licenses for palan- 
quins as well. . 

- *: Clause 63. 


_.° Sub-clause (Z).—This; coyresponds to section. 47, sub-section (Z):of the 
Act, but sub-clauses (Z) (c), (Z) <d).and (1) (e) are new-and have been inserted 
to make the clause similar to clauses 11 and 27. - i 





Clause 64. 


Sub-clauses (1) and (2).—Thoxe sub-clauses amend section 48 of the Act 


in the same way in which it is proposed to amend sections 16 and 17 (see 
clauses 18 and 19), 


The maximum penalty of firie provided in sub-section (2) of section 48 
of the Act has been raised, to twenty rupecs. and provision has been mado 
for simple imprisonment for ten days in default of payment of fine. 


Clause 65, 


This is new and it applies certain provisions relating to hackney-carriages 
to polenanint, The extension of these provisions to palanquins appears to be 
desirable. 


Clause 66, ‘ 
"),- The modification made in this clause has been explained in the Note on 
Glause 48. s nits 
Clause 67, 


Sub-clause (2).—This is similar to sub-section (2) of section 51 of the det 
‘but the wording has been slightly modified in order .to. include the tak rg 
spossession of tickets. >> 


Sub-clause (3).—It is necessary to provide for a renewal fee as has been 
done in. the case. of drivers’ license. This sub-clause introduces such a 
provision. , : 

Clauses 68 and 69, 

These two clauses reproduce with slight modifications sub-sections (2), 
42) and (4) of section 52 of the Act. The provisions of sub-section (3) have 
not been included as they are unsuitable here. 


Cwaprer VIIT. 


Clause 70, 

As has been explained in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, it is 
proposed to inelude rickshaws within the scope of this Bill and that the provi- 
sions relating to palanquins should apply. to rickshaws. This clause carries 
out the suggestions put forward. It is apparently unnecessary to have a 

- Separate, sot of clauses repeating these provisions. 


Cuapren IX. 
Clause 71.. = 


r to make by-laws has been considerably amplified. This has’ 
‘part-to the new provisions contained in the Bill and in part to 
torelegate some ‘of the provisions of the existing Act to by-laws. 
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Tlie following are some of the more important heads of the bylaw making 

power = y “ tage ws) oe 

(1) prescribing marks of identification of horses, © Mahe 

2) providing for the division of carriages into classes, Oia 

{5} prescribing fees to be.paid for the registration of carriages, “horses, 

mquins and rickshaws, : aA 

(4) regulating the quantity of luggage to be carried by hackney- 
carriages, “\ sh 

(5) proventing the use of unfit horses inhackney-carriages, and 

(6) preventing the placing of advertisements on or m hackney- 
carriages, palanquins and rickshaws. ‘ 7 


‘As it is considered reasonable that the drivers and attendants of 
hackney-carriages should wear uniforms, a power to make by-laws prescrib- _ 
ing such uniforms has been taken in this clausoe ‘he fares'to be charged -for 
the hire of hackney-carriages and palanquins are prescribed in séctions 81 
and 50.and the First and Second Schedules to the Act. It is considered 
better to leave the scale of fares for such conveyances as well as the fares 
for rickshaws to be prescribed by by-laws to be made under section 58 (clause 
71), since fares in mufassal towns, where living is cheap, should not be so « 
jiigh as in Calcutta, A power for this purpose has been taken in this clause. 


Cnarter X. 


Clause 78. 

This clause is new and is intended to provide for a more certain system 
of service of summons on drivers of hackney-carriages. The owners 
carriages ‘and horses aro frequently aware of the place of residence of the 
drivers they employ and frequently conceal this frony the serving officer or 
refuse to render assistance to him. § 

A Clause 74. 

In view of the provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, and 
ve Ben, Doe, Faber 1899, section 55, which corresponds to this 
clause, has been considerably modified. As revised, the- t 
follows section 47 of Madras Act V of 1911. 6 ss 2 lense 


2 Clause 75. i 
Sub-clause (2).—The sub-clause follows section 48, sub-section (2 
Hadras Act V of 1911, which ie wider than su-socton ‘gh of rection $8. of 
ot. he object is to prevent an offender fi continuing i 
the rectification of which is in the public jatatonts cs barrier ta Sic 
Cuarrer XL 
a Clause 79. . 
is clause reproduces with modifications the provisi ii 
sub-section (#) of the Act. The period fitag: which eee prose 
nae ey i peletau ae metres should be. kept with the Com- 
r ice has been reduc ‘om one year iF a i 
no sufficient reason why it should be kept tar rhs a length Ha see 


Clause 81. : , 


The existing Act appears to be defective as it does not ‘contain any 


provision safeguarding the bond ts | ‘i 
omission has been supplied by pecs let Seen ore bond toe 


8. B, SINR sR 
Member in charge. 





« A, M. HUTCHISON, 


«Secretary to the Govt. yb x 
Secretary tothe Bongo pete sige ee 


f dies } 
« ‘ 
‘ « ‘ 
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THE CALCUTTA HACKNEY-CARRIAGE BILL, 1918. 


“Pable showing the mode in. which the provisions‘of the Calcutta Hlackney- 

carriage Act, 1891 (Ben. Act If of 1891), are dealt with by the Biil, 
* together with notes explaining omissions, transfers of sections, ete, 

SS 











Ben. Act II of 1891. Bill, 4 ” Remarks. 

ighavek | 2 3 

Section 1 «| Olanses 1 and 2 

esate ss | Olanse 3 «| Section 2 (1)—Omitted as being spent. 

. | Sattion 2 (3).—Omitted a8.being wanecemary in 
| | view of section 10 of the Bengal General 
| Clauses Act, 1899 (Ban. Act I of 1899). 

i 's | Section 3 (2).—The reference to “ carriages used = 

wholly upon any railway or tramway” is 

‘i omitted since it is understood that there are at 
present no “ tramways or railways" in Bengal 
on which horses dre employed. 

Sor 

mene 

n 6 

” 7 

het Sry 

wo : 

3. 10 Omitted, It is proposed that fees for the regis 
tration of carriages should be prescribed by by- 
law to be made under clause 71 of the Bill. 

a Clanse 13 i! 

See maeert ~ 

gi Nae Fest 

wae | Pehae ee in respect of payment of fees 

it is proposed that such fees should 
be prescribed by by-law to be made under clanse 
71 of the Bill, 
eat aA engage «| Section 15 (2).—The provision relating tq the 
+f wearing of a distinctive badge is omitted as it 
is considered undesirable to’ make any such 
| requirement. 
| Section 15 (3).—The reference to horse is omitted 
| as the seizare and sale of ‘a horse have ‘been 
| dealt with in clause 30 of the Bill. 

eh a6 male «3 | 

» AT vies gins 7) ¢ 

estat «| Clauses 20 dnd 21 

Ass) ‘Clause 22 | 

Pas. if 
Clauses ap and 34 | 
Clagse 
ae 
‘ bec d 
OB " 
Clauses 39 and 40 
Sitar? v= [Olanse 41 
” Bey ” a 
on I ” 
pee) BQ SORA win? ao 
vaya 90. <p eee w+» | Section 30 (4).—The direction to the Registering 
































Officer to suspend or cancel the license accord- 
ing to the senterf€e of the Magistrate is omitted 
as being unnecessary in view of the wording of 
clunse 46 (7) of the Bill or of section 30 (1). 
































































Ben, Act I] of 1 
~ : ; = 
(Section 81: = pw in js considered desirable to leave the 
fares to be changed for the hire of hackney- 
- . carriuges, palanquins, ete., to be rescribed by 
by-laws to be made under clause 71-of the Bill; 
e e ee 2 .. the provision relating to excess fare for drivin, 
" ‘y hackney-carriage at increased speed is omit 
as it is proposed that all fares should be pre- 
| seribed by by-laws to be made under ¢lause, 72 
| of the Bill, 
| 7 ° 
34 cu ate Omitted, It is considered better to leave the 
" quantity of luggage to be carried free of charge 
{ror upon hackney-carriages to be prescribed 
ws to be made under clause 71 of the 
we 8B song [Clouse 50. ow | Section 85, second paragraph.—Omitted as bei 
“ | unnecessary. ‘The compensation can be realize 
as a fine under section 347 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898), read 
with section. 26 of the Bengal General Clauses 
‘Act, 1899 (Ben. Act I of 1899). 
» 36 ek si 
Beat oak va. | The provision as to the payment of the whole of 
the fine or part thereof ¢o the owner as compen~ 
sation is omitted as being unnecessary, Section 
a 545-of the Code of Crimina} Procedure, 1398 
(Act V of 1898), appears to cover such pay- 
ments.- 
9 88 Ee PS 
a: 189 of ais ae ... | ‘Mhe provisions as to’ the recovery of fare dnd 
compensation asa fine in sub-section (1) have 
been omitted us being unnecessary in view of 
3 section 547 of the.Code of Criminal Procedure, 
189s (Act V of 1898), read with section 25 of 
the Bengal General Clauses Act, 1899 (Ben, Act 
. T of 1899), 
. en 55 
» " 2) a Omitted. (See remarks against section 37.) 
» 42 37 
» 43 58 
» at 59 
o bento cay xO, 

Reale Ben ia. ak wu |"Phe reference to the registration fee is omitted. 
It is proposed that such fees should be prescribed 
hy by-laws to-be made undet leaie TL of the 

” 47 ” me e 
» 48 ‘< 
» 49 cf “ 
a of Clinbe 6 Omitted, (See remarks against section 81.) 
» 5201 ll 68: : 
wy 
mot & cates Omitted. (See remarks against section 81.) 
» 58 ee at Sub-section (2).—Omi 
. * soe | Seba 2)—Omitted in view of the provit 
Moneat is ba al General Cl L 
i (Ben. Act I of 1899), section 29. Achy IER 
Sud-section (4).—Omitted in. vi 
* iew of the wider 
t powers conferred ) > 
vt Shhuse 11 (2). on the Local Governtnene by: a 
: om 
. ud : Ng 
ig i 
- “s ' E 











"| Omitted in view of the visions Sneaania ‘section 250 
» of the Code of Crimi Procedure, 1898 (ast, 
of 1898). mi 


~ 4 |The provision relating to inngasget ian bite ; 
"| “omitted aa being unnecessary. jn" view of the 
te edad mada’ in clauses 48,60 and 66 of the 
Omitted. (See remarks against section $1.) 
Omitted. (See remarks against section 31.) : 





_ A. M. HUTCHISON, 
Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal and 
_ Secretary to the Bengal Legislative Council (Offg.) 
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Bills introduced in the Bengal Le: islative Council, Reports 
of Select Committees presented or to be presented in 
that Council, and Bills published before introduction 
in that Council, 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 
5 Bef eteh cerns 


BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
NOTIFICATION. 


No, 538L., dated the Ist April 1918.--The following Report of the Select 
Committee, which was presented to the Bengal: Legislative Council on+the 
28th March, 1918 (with the Bill as amended by the Committee), is hereby 
published for general information :— 


\ THE SERAMPORE COLLEGE BILL, 1918. 


Report of the Select Committee on the Serampore College. 
Bill, 1918. 


WE, the undersigned Members of the Select Committee, to which the 
Bill to supplement, and in certain matters to supersede, the Royal Charter of 
Incorporation: and the Statutes and Regulations of the Serampore College, 
was referred, have considered the Bill and have the honour to recommend 
that the Bill, as introduced in Council, be passed, except that in clause 13 
we huve substituted the words “ University of Calcutta” for the words 
“ Calcutta University.” 

’ 8. P. SINHA, 


Anember in charge. 


W. ©: WORDSWORTH. 
+ GEORGE HOWELLS. 
DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY, 


See Ba Mo 
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4d aD ‘A 
BILL iS 


to supplement, and in certain matters to supersede, 
the Royal Charter of Incorporation and the 
Statutes and Reyulations of thes Serampore 
College. ¢ 


WHEREAS, on the 23rd day of February, 1827, the 
institution established in rampore, Bengal, and 
known as the Sgrampore College, was incorporated by 
Royal Charter granted by his late Danish Majesty, 
King Frederick the Sixth, with the powers and privi- 
leges in the said Royal Charter set forth, including 
the power of conferring upon the students of the said 
College degrees of rank and honour according to their 
proficiency in science ; 

And whereas by Article VI of the Treaty of 
Purchase, dated the 22nd February, 1845, transferring 
Serampore to the British Government, it was pro- 
vided that the rights and immunities granted to 
the Serampore College by the. said Royal Charter, 
as translated and contained in Schedule I fo this Act, 
should not be interfered with, but should continue in 
force in the same manner as if they had been obtained 
by a Gharter from the British Government, subject 
to the general law of British India; 


And whereas Statutes and Regulations for the 
better government of the said College and manage- 
ment of its concerns, as contained in Schedule II to 
this Act, were, on the 12th day of June, 1833, made and 
established under the powers conferred by Article 4 
of the said Royal Charter ; 


, And whereas, under the provisions of the said 
Royal Charter, the Council of the College consists of 
a Master or President and two or four members 
elected as provided in the said Statutes and Regula- 
tions, and the management of the College and its 
general order and government is vested in the Master 
and Council, and the said power of conferring degrees 
of rank and honour is vested in the first Council and 
their successors for ever; : 


And whereas it is considered that in order to give 
effect, under the conditions now existing, to the 
intentions of his late Danish Majesty and of the 
founders of the said College, that is to say, to promote 

iety and learning, particularly among the native 

hristian population of India, the amendment of the 
constitution of the College, by the enlargement of the 
Council on an interdenominational basis, with power 
to delegate some of its functjons, in manner herein- 
after appearing, is required ‘ > 


’ And whereas the ate Council of ‘the , said 
- Coll consists of the Reverend George Pearce 
Gould, M.A. D.D., Master and President. George 
% Barclay Leechman, Esq., Sir George Watson Macal- 
pine, LL.D., the Reverend Robert Forman Horton, M.a., 
D.D., and the Reverend George Howell, M.A. PH. D., 

Principal of the College ; 


’ And wherens it is deemed expedient by the 
Governor in Council, with the consent of the said 


; me : i wae 1 


Preamble. 


* 


+ © ‘ 
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The ‘Serampore College Bill, 
(Clauses 1—6.) i : 


Céduncil of the Seranipore’ College, that a Faculty and 
Senate be constituted for the said College in manner 
heréinafter appearing and that suitable. standards be 
imposed in regard to any secular degrees that may 
hereafter be conferred by the said Council under the 
terms Of the said Royal Charters 


And whereas it is necessary to make provision for 
the above purposes by subjecting the said’ Royal 
Charter, Statutes and Regulations to au ‘Act of the 
legislature under the general law of British India in N 
accordance with the terms of theeaforesaid Treaty 5 va 


§ ‘And whereas the previous sanction of the 
Governor General in Council has been obtained to the 


passing of this Act; 
It is hereby enacted as follows :— 





1. This Act may be called the Serampore College 
Act, 1918. 3° 


2 


Bhort title, 


Constitution of the 2. (1) The Council of the Serampore College as 
age constituted by the Royal Charter of the 23rd day 
of February, 1827, shall be enlarged so as to consist 
of not less than five nor more than sixteen ordinary 
members, including the Master, as the Council 
may from time to time determine. The first Council 
constituted under this section shall include the present, 
Master and President and the other present members. 


(2) At least one-third of the members of the Council 
shall be members of the Baptist denomination, 


" (3) The Master shall be the President of the 
Council. 


(4) The Principal of the College, if not an ordinary 
member, shall be an additional member of the Council 
ex officio. during bis term of office as Principal of 
the College. 


(6) Until othérwise determined by by-law made 
under section 14, three members of the Council shall 7 
form a quorum. 


yRatgnation ot 3. Any member of the Council may at any time 

aaess resign his office by notice in writing to the Master, 
provided that no such resignation shall be deemed to 
take effect so long as the total namber of members of 
the Council shall by reason thereof be less than five. 


Blectionot Master. @, On any vacancy occurring. in the office of 
~ Master the remaining members of the Council shall 
elect another person, whether one of their number or 
not, to fill his place, 
‘The College Facul- §, The Council shall, within one fi 
a B . ‘ear from t) 
m date of the commencement of this Act, onal a 
appoint i the manner prescribed in section’6 a body 
to be known as the College Faculty, d . 


Coxstitution of the 


College Faculty. 6. (f@The Faculty shall consist of the Principal 


(who shall be its President) and such, of th 
‘ and other officials ced fanaa ae the aia 


ik may be appointed by the Council in acco 
by-laws made under section 14. te mance wee 
{ 


* 


SEDC ER EERE CLARET zr . 
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© | the Serampore College Bill, 1918, 
(Clauses 712.) . 


'(2) The Council shall from time to time prescribe 
_and declare by order in writing the powers and duties 
of the Faculty, and may remove any member thereof. 


Delegation of 7. The Council may delegate to the Faculty all 
Gouncil’s powers aud or any of the powers und duties of the Council and 
‘ Master, which concern only the internal management 
of the College and its general order and good govern- 

ment, 


' 
” octtege fF MB, The Council shall, within one year from the 
date of the commencement of this Act, constitute and 
a appoint in the manner prescribed in section 9a body to 

be known as the Senate of the College. 


Constitution of the 9, The Senate shall consist of the Principal (who 
maces shall be convener) and not less than twelve nor more 
than eighteen persons’ as the Council may from time 

to time determine, to be appointed by the’Council: 


Provided that— 


(a) at least one and not more than three represen- 
tatives of each of the following Christian 
denominations, viz., Anglican, Baptist, Con- 

iM gregational, Lutheran, Methodist, Presby- 
terian and Syrian, shall, as faras practicable, 
be members of the Senate ; 


(b) at least two-thirds of the members shall be 
alee other than professors, officials or 
netionaries of the College ; 


(c) not less than one-sixth of the members shall 
be members of the College Faculty, 


Term of offer of 10. (1) Subject to the provisions of clause 11 of 
mea the Statutes and Regulations of the College, which 
shall be deemed to apply to members of the Senate, 
each member of the Senate shall hold office for a period 
of five years, at the expiration of which period he shall 

retire, but he shall be eligible for re-appointment : 


_ Provided that the Principal shall not, during the 
term of his office as Principal, be subject to retirement, 
unlessvhe becomes disqualified under the provisions of 
clause 11 of the Statutes and Regulations. 


(2) Any member of the Senate may, by notice in 
writing to the Master, resign his membership at any 
time, 


scnuties ot the 11. ‘The Senate shall frame courses of study and 
inake rules for the conduct of examinations, and 

shall, subject to the ¢ontrol of the Council, determine 

the qualifications for degrees and diplomas, and do 

* * and perform all other matters and things necessary or 
- proper for or relating to the determination of the - 
eligibility of candidates for degrees, diplomas and 
certificates to be conferred by the Council. \ 


‘ » 
ots 12, Subject to: the provisions of this Act, the 
Sirois." Senate shall make rules and regulations for the con- 


vening of its meetings and for the proper conduct of 
es its business, F 
sala Sah Y 


© 


60 / THE CALCUITA GAZETTH, APRIL 3, 1918. (Pare lv. 

















The Serampore College Bill, 1918. 


- (Clauses 13, 14.) 


ranting of degrees. 1B, ‘Tf, at any time, the Council shall intend to ( 
grant degrees in any branch or branches of knowledge 
and seience other than theology, such degrees shall be 
confined to students who shall have received regular 
instruction wt the Serampore College; and before the 
Council proceeds to grant such degrees, it shall satisty 
the Govetnment us defined in section 2 (b) of the * 
Indian Universities Act, 1904, in relation to the Univer- vir of a0, 
+ sity of Calcutta us to the adequacy— 


(J) of the establishment and equipment of the 
, Colleges ” 


(2) of the academic standard to be maintained; 
and % 


(8) of the financial provision made therefor : 


"Provided that the said Government, on ceasing to 
be so satisfied, may withdraw their approval of the 
granting of such degrees. 

° 3 
Power ottheCom- 44, Subject to the provisions of this Act and of 
ailtomke Wh" 6 said Royal Charter, Statutes and Regulations, 50 
far as they are not inconsistent therewith, the Coancil 
shall make by-laws providing for and regulating the 
following matters, namely :— 4 


(a) the convening of meetings of the Cotincil ; 


(b) the quorum to be required at meetings of the 
~ _ Council und the conduct of business at such 
meetings ; 
' (c) the appointment .of members of the Council, 
Faculty and Senate ; 


(d) the duties to be performed by the Faculty 
. under the direction and control of the 
Council ; tad 


(e) the conferring of degrees, diplomas and certi- 
ficates on the recommendation of the Senate ; 


(f) the terms and tenure of appointments, duties, 
emoluments, allowances and superannuation. 
allowances of the Principal,’ Professors, 
Fellows, Tutors und other officers of the 
College and of its servants ; 


(G) the finances and accounts of the Goll 
the investment of its funds ; aneee 


(h) the person or persons by whom, and the 
manner and form in which, contracts by or 
on behalf of the College may be entered 
into, varied or discharged, and'deeds, agree- 
ments, contracts, cheques, and other nego-' 
table instruments and documents may be 

Te: pines oe et on behalf of the ge, 
and minutes and proceedings o! tings i 
the Council, Faculty or Bane ae a 
authenticated or evidenced 80 as to’hind the 
College and bg receivable in evidence in 


accordance with th 
Indian Evidence Act, 1gf2; °"* OF the 


eg to 


1 of i872. 


Pant 1) 


THE CALCUTTA Gazerrn, APRIL 8, 1918, 











61 





Effect of Act, 


el ST alee 
The Serampore College Bilj, 1918, 
(Clause 15.) 


“@ the custody and use of the common seal; 
and ‘ “ 


(j) generally all such other matters as may be 
required or authorized under this Act and 
the said Royal Charter, Statutes and 
Regulations, so far as they are not incon- 
sistent with this Act, 4 


15. The provisions, of the said Royal Charter and 
of the Statutes and Regulations made thereunder, so 
faras they are contrary to or inconsistent with any 
of the terms of this Act, shall be deemed to be super- 
seded from the date of the commencement of this 
Act: 


62 
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The Serampore College Bill, 1918. 
(Schedule T—Charter of Incorporation ‘of the 
" Serampore Collage.) ‘ 


pte ay AE SCHEDULE I. 


[See Preamble and seetions 2 (4), 14 and 16.) - 
Charter of Incorporation of the Serampore College. 


“Wu Frederick the Sixth, by ‘the Grace of God King 
of Denmark, the Venders and Gothers, Duke of lanes 
Holsten, Stormarn, Ditmarsken, Limessborg. an 
Oldenborg, by these writings mike known and public- 
ly declare, that whereas William Carey and Joshua 
I ittnan, Doctors of Divinity, and John Clark 
Marshman, Esq., inhabitants of our town of Fredericks- 
nagore (or Serampore) in Bengal, being desirous of 
founding a College to promote piety and learning 

rticularly among the native Christian population of 
Tndie, have to secure this object erected suitable build- 
ings and purchased and collected suitable books, maps, 
ete., and have humbly besonght us to grant unto them 
and such persons as shall be elected by, them and their 
successors to form the Council of the College in the 
manner to be hereafter named, our Royal Charter of 
Incorporation that they may the more effectually carr, 
into Pepontion the purposes above-mentioned :—We" 
being desirous to encourage so laudable an under- 
taking, have of our special grace and«free motion 
ordained, constituted, granted and declared, and by 
these presents We do for ourselves, our heirs and 
successofs ordain, constitute, grant and declare : 


4. That the said William Carey, Joshua Marshman 
and John Clark Marshman, and such other person or 
persons as shall successively be elected and appointed 
the Council of the said College, in the manner here- 
after mentioned, shall by virtue of these presents be for 
ever hereafter one body politic and incorporate by the 
name of the Serampore College for the purposes afore- 
said to have perpetual succession and to have a 
common seal, and by the said name to sue and to be 
sued, to implead and be impleaded, and to answer and 
be answered unto in every court and place belonging 
to us, our heirs and successors. 


2. AndWe do hereby ordain, constittite and 
declare that the persons hereby incorporated and their 
successors shall for ever be competent, ‘in law to pur- 
chase, hold and enjoy for them and their successors 
any goods and: chattels whatsoever and to receive, 
purchase, hold and enjoy, they and their successors,’ 
any lands, tenements or ‘hereditaments whatever and 
that they shall have full power and authority to sell, 
exchange or otherwise dispose of any real or personal 
property to be by them acquired as aforesaid, unless 
the sale or alienation of such property be specially 
prohibited by the donor or donors thereof, and to do 
all things relating to the said College or Corporation 
in_as ample a manner or form as any of our liege 
subjects, or any other body politic or corporate in our 
sai kingdom or its dependencies may or can do. 


3. ‘And Wedo heteby ordaii, 
5 t 
aa ce ma of fo lor oy tent 
y n § shal ndefini tha He 
said William Carey, Joshua Midian) "ea eure 


10 ee 
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‘Schedule I.—Charter of Lncorporation of ‘the 

ws .. Serampore College.) “idl 
Marshman shall. M4 the first. Council of the. said 
College, and that in the event of its appearing to them 
necessary during thetr. lifetime, or in ‘the case of the 
death of any one of the three members-of the suid first 
Council, the survivors or survivor shalland may under 
their respective hands and seals appoint such other 

\) Person or persons to be members of the Conneil of the 
College, and. to succeed each other so as to become 
members of the said Council in the order in which 
they shall be appointed, to the intent that the Council 
of the said Coltege shall for ever consist of at least 
three persons. r 


4. And We do hereby further ‘ordain, grant and 
declare, that for the better government oft the said 
College and the better management ofits concerns, the 
said William Carey, Joshua Marshman and John Clark 
Marshman, the members of the first Council, shall 
have full power and authority for the space of ten 
years from the date of these Presents, to make and 
establish such Statutes as shall Appear to them useful 
and necessary for the government of the said College, in 
which Statutes they shall define the powers to’ be 
entrusted to their successors, to the Professors, the 

| Fellows or Student ‘Tutors- and the other officers 
thereof, ind the duties to be ‘performed by these re- 
Spectively for the Management of the estates, lands, 
revenues and goods—and. of the business. of the said 
College, und the manner of Proposing, electing, admit- 
ting and igen all and every one of the Council, the 
Professors, the Fellows or ‘Tutors, the officers, the 
students and the servants thereof, and shall make and 
establish generally all such other Statutes as may 
appear to them necessary for the future good goyern- 
ment and prosperity of ihe said College, provided that 
these Statutes be not contrary to the hus and Statutes 
of our realm. ~ 


5. And We do hereby further ordain, grant and 
declare that the Statutes thus made and established by 
the said three members. of the first Tonneil and given 
or left in writing under. their respective hands, shall 
be valid and in full force at the expiration of ten years 
from the date of these presents, so that no future 
Couneil of the. College shall.have- power to alter, 
change or vary them in any manner whatever, and that 
the Statates shall for ever be considered the constitu- 
tion of the said College. And We do hereby appoint 


and declare that these Statutes shall be made and * 


established by the said William Carey, Joshua Marsh- 
man and John Olark Marshman alone, $0 that in case 

. either of them should die before the expiration of ten 
ears, the power of completing or perfecting these 
tatutes shall devolve whilly on the survivors or sur 
vivor; and that in case all three of them should die 
before the expiration of ten years, the Statutes which 
they have left in. writing under their hands, or under 
the of the last survivor. among them, shall be 
considered “The Fundamental Statutes ald Constitu, 

_ tion of Serampore College ”, incapable of receiving 
: r addition or alteratiom, and shall and may be 
registered in our Royal nt of Chancery as “Lhe 


'» Statutes and Constitution of rampore College ”. 





64 








The Serampore College Bill, 1918. 


Schedule T—Charter of Incor, vation of the 
or sss docgante § Caltene) 


. 6, And Wedo peteby further appoint, grant and 
declare that from and a ter the completion of the 
Statutes of the said College In the above swid time of 
ten years, the said Council of the College shall be 
deemed to consist of a Master or President and two or 
four members who may be Professors or otherwise as 
the Statutes may direct so that the said Council shall 
not contain less than three, nor more than fivelpersons, 
‘as shall be defined in the Statutes. The Council shall 
ever be elected as the Statutes of the College may 
direct, yet the said Master or President shall always 
previously have been a member of the College; and 
upon the decease of the said Master or President, the 
Council of tie said College shall be unable todo any 


act or deed until the appointment ofa new Master or 


President, save and'except the appointment of such a 
Master. ‘ 


7. And We further appoint. raat and declare that 
the said William Carey, Joshua arshman and John 
Clark Marshman, the members of the first Cousicil, 
and their successors for ever, shall have the power of 
conferring upon the students of the said College, 
native Christians as well as others, degrees of rank 
and honour according to their proficiency in as ample 
a manner ds any other such College, yet the said 
Serampore College ‘shall only have the power of 
conferring such degrees on the students that testify 
their proficiency in Science, and no rank or other 
special right shall be connected therewith in our 
dominions, ‘And Wedo hereby further appoint, grant, 
and declare, that after the expiration of the said ten 
years, the ‘said Council of the College and their 
successors for ever shall have power to make and 
establish such orders and bye-laws as shall appear to 
them useful and necessary for the government of the 
said College, and to alter, suspend or repeal those 
already made, and from time to time make such new 
ones in their room as shall appear to them most proper 
and expedient provided the same be not repugnant to 
the Statutes of the College or the laws of our realm, 
cand that after the expiration of these ten years any 
member of the Council shall have power to move the 
enactment ofany new bye-law, or the alteration, suspen- 
sion or repeal ‘of any existing one provided notice of 
such motion shall have been delivered in writing to 
the Master and read from the Chair at one previous 
meeting of the Council of the said College, but that no 
such motion shall be deemed to haye. passed in the 
affirmative, until the same shall have been discussed 
and decided by ballot at another meeting summoned 
especially for that purpose, a majority of the members 
then present having voted in the tive ; and in 
this as in all other cases, if the votes be equal, the 
Master or President shall have the casting vote. : 


. Given at our Royal Palace in Co) agen. 
the twenty-third he of February ae Prat at 
our fons one thousand eight hundred and 
y ra wy eeres in She Aleta pl year of our 


| Under our Royal Hand and Seal. 
t $ FRevericK R. + 
. 3 “4 
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The Serampore College Bill, 1918, 


‘(Schedule I—Statutes and Regulations of the 
Serampore College.) 
as aCe, th, 
_ [See Preamble ad wections 10 (2), 14 and 15.) 
‘Statutes and Regulations of the Serampore College. 
a June 12th, 1833. 


i v 
1. Article the Third of the Charter granted by His 
Danish Majesty, having authorized the first Council of 


_ Serampore Collége in their life-time to nominate under 


their hand and seal such,other person oy. persons for 
colleagues or successors as may to them appear most 
proper so that tha Council shall always consist. of at 
least three persons, their successors in the Council 


. shall be competent in like manner to nominate in 


their life-time under their separate hand and seal such 
aes or persons as they may deem most. proper to 
Il. vacancies then existing or which may oceur on 
their demise; members thus nominated «nd chosen 
shall succeed to’ the Council in order of their 
nomination, ‘ 


2. It being fixed in the Charter that the Council 
must consist of the Master or President and at least 
two, but not more than fourmembers, and that on the 
demise of the Master no actshall be done until another 
be elected, the Master and Council for the time being 

Shall appoint the next Master under their separate 
‘hana and seal. Ifon thedemise of a Master no one 
;,be found thus ne palaped under the-hand and seal of a 

‘ouncil, the senior’ member of the 
ancil shall succeed as Master. 


3. The Charter haying given the casting vote to 





* the Master, in all cases when the votes are equal the 


casting vote shall lie with the Master, and if there be 
no Master, it shall lie with the Senior Member of the 
Council. 


4. Learning and piety being peculiar to no 
denomination of Christians, onemember of the Council 
may at all times be of any other denomination besides 
the Baptist to preserve the original design of the 
Institution. However if on the election of a Master 
a number of the Council be equally divided, that part 
which is entirely of the Baptist denomination shall 
have the casting vote, whether it includes the Master 


. or not. 


5. The management of the College, including its 
revenues and property, the choice of the Professor and 
Tutors, the admission of students, the appointment of 
all fanctionaries and servants and the general order 
‘and government of the College, shall ever be vested in’ 
the Master and the Council. The Master shall see that 
the Statutes and Regulations of the Council be duly 
carviéd into effect, and take order for the good govern- 
ment of the College in all ona His signature is 
necessary to the validity of all deeds, instruments, 
documents and proceedings. ie 


8 “The first Council and their successors for 


“ever” being authorized by the Charter “ toconfer such 
degrees of rank and honour as shall encourage learning” 


sa A » 
‘. ee A 
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‘Statutes and Regulations of the 
Serampore College.) 7 


in the same manner as other Colleges and Universities, 
they shall from time to time confer degrees in such 
branches of Knowledge and Science as may be studied 
there, in the same manner as the Universities in 
Denmark, Germany and Great Britain, In doing this, 
the Master and Council shall ad libitwm, call-in the 
aid of uny or all the Professors of Serampore College. 
All such degrees shall be perfectly free of expense to 
the person on whom they may be conferred, whether 
he be in India, Europe or America. : 








(Schedule IT. 








7. No oaths shall be administered in Serampore 
College cither to the Members of the Council, the 
Professors and Tutors, or the students. In all cases 
a solemn promise, duly recorded and signed by the 
purty, shall be accepted instead of an oath. 


8. Marriage shall be no bar to any office or situa- 
tion in Serampore College, from that of the Master to 
that of the lowest student. 


9. The salaries of the Professors and Tutors in 
Serampore College shall be appointed and the means 
of support for all functionaries, stadents and servants 
be regulated by the Council in sich manner as shall 
best promote the objects of the Institution, 


10. It is intended that neither the Master nor any 
Member of the Council in general shall receive any 
salary, But, any Master who may not previously 
reside in the College shall have a residence there free 
of rent for himself and his family. And if the Council 
shallelect any one in Europe or.in America, whom 
they deem eminent for learning and piety, a member 
of the Council, with a view to choosing him Master 
should they on trial deem him worthy, the Council 
shall be competent to appoint him such salary as they 
may deem necessary, not exceeding, however, the 
highest given to a Professor. 


M1. As the fonnders of the College deem the belief 
of Christ's Divinity and Atonement essential to vital 
Christianity, ‘the promotion of which is the grand 
object of this Tustitution, no one Shall be eligible to 
the College Council or to any Professorship who is 
known to oppose these doetrines, and should any one 
of the Professors or.any member of the Council 
unhappily change his views. after ‘his election as to 
oppose these fundamental doctrines of Christianity. 
on this being clearly and decidedly, proved from his 
teaching or his writings, he shall vacate. the office he 
previously held, But every proceeding of this natare 
On the part of the College ‘Council shall be published 
to the Christian world, with the proofs on whieh it 
may rest, as an Appenilix to the succecding Report, 


12. Members’ of the Counci I 
among the Pyofessors of the olan ae eee sal 
any in India, Kurope, or America, whom the Colles 


Council may deem sui i i o 
and talent woe Sauable in point of learning, piety, 
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(Schedule II,—Statutes and Regulations of the 
5 Serampore College.) 

‘13. Students are’ admissible at the diseretion of 
the Council from any body of Christians, whether 
Protestant, Roman Catholic, the Greek, or the 
Armenian Church ; and for the purpose of study, from 
“the Musalman and Hindu youth, whose habits forbid 
their living in the Oollege. No caste, colour, or 
-country shall bar any man from admission into 
Serampore College. 





14, Expulsion shall be awarded in-cases of open 
immorality, incorrigible. idleness, neglect ,of the 
College Statutes and Regulations, or repeated dis- 
obedience. to the officers of the College. 


15. Any person in India, Europe or America shall 
be at liberty to found any Professorship, or to 
attach to Serampore College any annual exhibition or 
prize for the encouragement ‘of learning in the same 
manner as in Universities of Great Britain, regulating 
such endowment according to» their own will; and it 
shall be the duty of thé College Council.to carry such 
benefactions into effect in strict consonance with the 
will of the donors as far as shall be consistent with 
the Statutes of the College. n 


16. It shall be lawful for the first Council of the 
College or their successors to make and rescind any 
byé-laws whatever, provided they be not contrary to 
these Statutes. 


“47. ‘The Charter having declared that the number 

of the Professors and Students in Serampore College 
remains unlimited, they shall be left thus unlimited, 
the number to be regulated only by the gracious 
providence of God and the generosity of the public in 
Tndia, Burope and America. \ 


A. M. HUTCHISON, 
Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal and 


~ Secy. to the Bengal Legislative Council (Offg.).. 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 
5. 


BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


NOTIFICATION. 


No. 551L., dated the 6th April, 1918.—The following Bill was introduced 
in the Bengal Legislative Oouncil on the 4th April, 1918, and is hereby 
ublished for information, together with the Statement of Objects and 


easons annexed thereto :— 
- ’ 
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to extend Village Self-Government in Bengal. 


eh ; WHEREAS it is expedient to extend the system of 
Village Self-Government in Bengal ; 
~ * And whereas the sanction of the Governor General 
has been obtained under section 79, sub-section (2) and a 
sub-section (3), of the Government of India Act, 1915, y,5‘: 
to the passing of this Act ; 


6 Geo 


* It is hereby enacted as follows :-— 
PART |. 
CHAPDER I. 
* * PRELIMINARY, 


+ Bhort title, local 1. (1) This Act may be called the Bengal Village 
eatent and commence- Self-Government Act, 1918. 


‘ment. 
(2) If extends to the whole of Bengal, except the ,[/-, ,As 
town of Calenita and any area which hassbeen-or may © Fis 
hereafter be constituted a areag eae under the pro- 
visions of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884. Beg Ast TTT 


of 1884, 
. Ezplanation.—The words “the town of Calcutta” 
mean, subject to the exclusion or inclusion of any local 
area by notification, under section 637 of the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, 1899, and subject to the provisions of tian: Aen 
section 147 of the Calcutta Improvement Act, 1911, 1. Act V 
the area described in Schedule I ;to the Galcutta 
Municipal Aci, 1899. 


(3) It shall come into force in such districts or LGf Ben. 
parts thereof and on such dates as the LocalGovern- Aq)" 
= ment may, by notification, direct, and the Local 
Government may, by notification, withdraw this Act * 
from any district or purt thereof; 


Provided that this Act shall not come into force ,in , (4. Dex 
any cantonment without the sanction of, the Governor {i%5,. 44) 
General in Council previously obtained. 

me e 





Definitions. 2. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant 
. in the subject or context— ef 


(2) “building” includes a hut and shed; 


(2) “Circle Officer” means any person who may Laas 
2 ‘be appointed by the Local Government to 5)" ** 
exercise the powers and perform the duties 
of a Circle Officer under this Act; 


(8) *Dafadar” means a head Chaukidar ; 


() “District Board” means a District Board _ 
established under the Bengal Local Self- ‘tess: 10 
Government Act of 1885 ; i 
(8) “local authority” means any District Board 
- ‘or Local Board, Joint Committee, Union 
Be tity Committee, or Joint Union Committee 
‘ x constituted under the Bengal Local Self- 
+ Government Act of 1885 and any Village 

4 _ Committee or Circle Beard constituted 

4 ie nate this Act; 


a ¢ - 
Sena) 















(Part T—Chapter I Hage Committees and 
: Boards.—Clauses 3-5.) 


y ' D ion published 
| (6) “notification” means a notification pu 
ms vi in the Calcutta Gazette + ve 
ay" ional Magistrate ” means any - 
y. oe joo aite Te of a subdivision of a 
district ; and ee 
8) “ * meanga year beginning on the 
A: aay of April, ites on such other date’as may {es 
hovwafter bé fixed for any Village Com- ¢ 
jnittee or Circle Board by the Local Govern ; 
ment by notification. ; ai 


CHAPTER II. 
VILLAGE COMMITTEES AND CmcLE BoARDSs. 


¥ + tout > 3. When this Act has come into force in an. 
LEeMe®’ “8! district, or part thereof, the Local, Government shall, 
declare loa! aren '0 hy notification, divide that district or part into as 

3 many local: areas as may to them seem expedient, and 

shall, by notification, declare every such local area PI 
to be a village for the putposes of this Act. 


tedium ante (A) The Local Government shall, by notifica- 7 yr 0i 

comtitation .%f tion, establish a Village Committee for every village 34, 1 4 
ng Commitee. constituted under section 3, and shall fix the number *” 

ee of members of each Village Committee : 


Provided that the number of members of a Village” 
Committee shall not be less than six or more than 
uine, . 


! (2) The members shall be clected from among the 
, residents of the village by persons qualified to, vote 
under section 5, and within such time and in accord- 
ance with such rules as may be prescribed. in this 


i bebalf under section 111, 
© (3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub- 
* section (2), the Local Government may direct, by an 


order in writing, for reasons to be stated in such order, 

; that any Village Committee shall consist of members 

4 partly elected in the manner referred to in sub-section 
a (2) and partly appointed by the District Magistrate : 


Provided that the number of members to be so. 
elected shall not be less than two-thirds of the total 
number of members of-the Village Committee. 


(4) If within the period fixed in this belialf, the 
electors of any Village Committee fail to elect the full 
number of members prescribed for the Committee, 
the District Magistrate shall appoint the remainder ; 
and any person so appointed be deemed to be a 
daly elected member, < 


(5) he members appointed by the Di : 
trate shall be deemed to have Rea, wy Bis as 


a on which the election under this section takes 
place, 


 Quatitenrions ch By a Saye aae cine et a) ee i" 

GTi soaattie. twenty-on® years and resident within the ligt 
(@) who, during the yout himmediitely ‘precedin 
: a 


of 











the election, has paic of not less t! 
one rupee as cess in respect of ibuated: 7 
its : wholly or in part ERP ch het 3 


a Se Ba 
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(Part L—Chapter IL. —Village Oommitiees and Circle 
. Boars, —Clauses 6-8.) 


é ; (i) who, dttring the year immediately preceding 
such election, has been assessed atand paid a 
. .>* sum of. not less than one rupee for the pur- 
& poses of the village rate payable*under this 
Act, or in the case of a first election under 
» this Act, as chaukidari-tax,.or ¢ 
(iii) who isa member of a joint undivided family, 
which, during the year immediately preced- 
ing the ‘election, has paid a sum of not less 

My than one ripee as such cess, rate or tax, 


shall be entitled to vote at an election of members of 
the Village Committee. 


(2) Every male person of the full age of twenty-one 
years and resident within the village shall be entitled 
to be a member of the Village Committee if duly 
elected thereto. 


ah 


‘een ee 6. (1) Every Village Committee shall be presided 
* over by a President, who shall be elected by the 
members of the Village Committee from among their 

x own ‘number, 

s (2) If any Village Committee fails to elect a Presi- 
dent within the period prescribed in this behalf by 
rules made under section 111, the District Magistrate 
shall appoint a member of the Committee to be the 
President. 


Establishment of 7. Whenever Village Committees have been estab- 
ca Repat lished in any district or part thereof under section 4, 
sub-section (J), the Loca] Government shall. by noti- 

fication, declare such of the villages in that district or 

part as may to them seem expedient to form a Circle, 

» and shall establish a Circle Board for every such 


Cirele. 
Constitution of 8. (J) A Circle Board shall consist of fifteen ,{/,,,P, 
(Otrele Boge: members, namely :— “a Wap, 8 0 
. (a) five members to ‘be appointed by the Com- : 
missioner; 


(b) ten members to be elecjed within’such time 
and in accordance: with such rales as may 
be prescribed in this bebalf under section 
ll. 


{2) The District Magistrate Shall, from time to time, 
for the purposes of election under clause (6) of sub- 
‘a section (1), by order in this behalf, divide a Circle 
into two or more groups of villages and allot the 
number of members to be elected by each group. 


2 (8) The members of the Village Committees in every 

" such group shall elect the number of members of the 
Circle Bourd allotted to that group from among their 

_ own number or from among the persons who are 
qualified: to -vote atan election of members of any of 
the Village Committees within the group. 


Se, (4) If the ten members of the Circle Board to be 
4 elected under clause (6) of sub-section (7) are not all 
daly elected undgr sub-section (3 within the pre- 
scribed period, the Commissioner shall appoint a mem- 

ber or members to make up the required number; 
and uny person so appointed shall be deemed to be a 
duly elected member. 


opie ae ee 
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ae (Part L—Chapter- II.—Village Committees and Circle — 
" Boards:—Olauses 9-12.) 





(5) Members appointed by the‘Commissioner ‘ander 
this section shail be deemed to have been appointed 
‘on the date on which the election under clause (0) of 
sub-section (1) takes place. 





r ’ 
9 (1) Every Circle Board shall be presided over ,(% ed 
by a Chairman, who shall be elected, either by name 1885, +25.) 
or by virtue of office, by the members from among their 
own number, or the Circle Bord may, at a meeting 
aitended by not less. than two-thirds of its members, 
request the District Magistrate to appoint a Chairman, 
(2) If any Circle Board fails to elect a Chairman 
within the period prescribed in this behalf by rules 
made under section 111, the Commissioner shall appoint , + 


‘Chairman of Cirele 
Board. 


a Chairman. c 
‘Vice-Chairman of 10. (1) Every Circle Board shall, within such hehe Bes 
 sapiegeca period as may be prescribed in this behalf by rules 3996, 0.26.) 
made under section 111, elect one of its members to 
be the Vice-Chairman of the Circle Bourd. mph 


(2) Tf any Circle Board fails to elect a Vice-Chair- 
man within such period, the Commissioner may 
appoint a Vice-@hairman, A 


‘Disqualification of 41. Notwithstanding anything contained in this 
ceuaia pensows fom Act, no person who is nota British subject ora subject. 
ys at lection of, ead 5 

ging metbers of of any State in India shall be qualified to vote at an 

Village Committees election of; or to be a candidate for election as a 
member of, a Village Committee or Circle Board, nor + 

shall such person be nominated+to, be a member of 

/ such Committee or Board or to hold the office of 

Chairman of any such Borird : 4 


Provided that the Local Government may, with the 
approval of the Governor General in Council, by 
notification, exempt from the’ provisions of this 

. section any Dereon ot class of persons who are nov 
British-subjects or Subjects of any State in India. 


BP ath std 12. The District Magistrate may remove any mem- 
ber of a Village Committee and the Commissioner may 
remove any member of a Circle Board— x 


subjected by a Cente Court to any Ag Ir 
such order, as, in the opinion of the District an 4 
Magistrate: or the Commissioner, as the case ere 
s may be, formed after such inquiry as the 
7 ce or Commissioner may 
10 be necessary, unfits pers 
to be a member; or " a a 


(2) who refuses to act, or becomes incéfpal 2 
. _» acting, oris declared to be insolvent ; ay sg nue & 
(8) who has been declared by notification to be’ ; 


disqualified for empl E x 
ae ployment in the publie 


(7) who is convicted of any such offence or is ‘st Ben 
of 
18 


4 (4) who, yithout an excuse sufficient in th ni 
; of the District Magistrate or the Cae 
ee ay peed may be, absents himself 
mittee or Board a Z ricky bce i‘ 












Pie 
‘Term of office of 


¥ 
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L—Chapter 11- Wllage Commitios and Uirele 
_ Boards. Oldwses 13-16,) - 


oe ene & 
) on the recommendation of the Village Com- {cf den, 
, mittee or Circle Board at a meeting, if the 4%, J45,3°% 
- member has been gnilty at misconduct in 
the discharge of his “duties, or of any 
disgraceful conduct. 
* ¢ 


#13. (1) The term of office of a member of a 4{°%,.,%, 
Village Committee or Ciréle Board shall be three 1885, ©. 42.) 
Paty from the date of his election or appointment, but 

1 include any period which may elapse between the 
expiration of the said three years and the date of the 
next subsequent election or appointment, not beings 
an election or appointment made under section 14. 


(2) Any member shall, if not disqualified for any 
of the reasons mentioned in clause (1) or clause (3) of 


, Section 12, be eligible for re-election or re-appointment . 


at the end of his term of office. 


Filling of caswa! 14. When the place of an elected or appointed — fay. 


Roignation ot 15. (2) A President of a Village Committee or a (0 
Visechaiuan 'g Chaifman of a Circle Board may resign during the as 
‘member, 





Ben, 
member of a Village Committee or Circle Board A vB” 
becomes vacant by his removal, resignation. or death, ' 

a new member shall be elected or appointed in the 

manner provided in section 4, or section 8, as the 

case may be, and shall hold office go long as the 

member Whose place he fills would have been entitled 

to hold office if such vacancy had not occurred : 


Provided that no act of the Vil Committee or 
Circle Board, or of their officers, shall be deemed to be 
invalid by reason only that the number of members of 
the Committee or Board at the time of the perform- 

, ance of such act was less than the prescribed number. 


fen, 
y j iis,e87] * 
term of his office by notifying his intention to do 80, 

in the case of a President of a Village Committee, to 

the District Magistrate, andin the case of a Chairman 

of a Girls Board, to the si alods aud ace on such 
resiguation being ag¢cepted by the. Magistrate or 
Commissioner, as the ae may be, shall ee deemed 

to have Vacated his office.” 


(2) A Vice-Chairman of a Circle Board may resign 
during the term of his office by noti ing in writing 
his intention to do so to the Cirele Board; snd on 
such resignation pene accepted, shall ot deemed to 





have vaeated his o: 


‘x ee ae 
(3) A member of a Village Committes or Circle tor. Ben. 
Board may resign during his term of office ay noti- ieyetea te 
fying in writing his intention todo so to the illage re 
Goarateon or Cirele Board, ax the case may be, and 
oa such resignation being accepted shall be deémed  .: 
-, to have vacated his office. . ‘ : 


w 
ot Preis 16. (1) The District Magistrate may remove.a 
a President aa a Village Committee and: ti Commis- * 


sioner may remove a rman of a Circle Board from 
his pee ‘ie Guy 

(i) if he refuses to act, or becomes incapable of , (cf: Be, 
ad acting, or is declared insolvent ; - Free el 





2 
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(Part L—Chapler it Wilagh Committees cand Circle i 
» B is 





ea EY ss r 
ae yi fs 
: a 3 uses 12, 18.) 
(ii) if he is cotivicted of any ‘such offence or Be we 
subjected by « Criminal Court to any such ; . 
. order, as, in the opinion, of the: District : 
Magistrate or the Commissioner, as the case * 


may. be, form aftersuch inquiry as the 
District Magistrate or Commissioner may 
consider £9 be necessary, shows him to be ne 
unfit to te "President of a Village Com-  ~ 
mittee or Chairman of » Circle Board; or 
(iii) on the recommendation of the Village Qom- BE 
if mittee or Ding Board ata meeting, if he 4834, « v9! 
is guilty of m joduduct or persistent negli- 
‘gence in the discharge of his duties as Presi- 
lent or Chairman, or of any disgraceful 
conduct, 


(2) A Circle Board may remove its Vice-Chairman 
from his office— ; 


(i if “he refuses to act, or becomes incapable of 
acting, or isdeclared insolvent ; or 
e (ii) if he is convicted of any such offence, or 
subjected by a Criminal Court to eg ms 
) . order, us, in the opinion of the Circle Board, sy 
formed af such inquiry as the Circle 
Board may ider to be necessary, unfits 
him to be ‘Vicg-Ghairman ; ors : ; 
(iii) if he is guilty of*misconduct or persistent [Cf Ben. 
. v negligence in. the discharge of his duties roe hae 
ag, Vice-Chairman, or of any disgraceful 
“ conduct. 


ponil np teeaeals> T= at ooh te Committee or a (gf) Den, 





yaomey in offer of Chairman ora Vice-Chairman of a Circle gink a a 
Fe catman resigns, OF is rompy l; the Village Committee ‘or the image) 
Circle Board, as the case may be, may, at a meeting, 
within a period prescribed in this behalf by rules 
a made under section lil, elect from among its members 
i ‘a President, a Chairman or a Vice-Chairman, as the: 
case may be. 
(2) Ifany Village Committee or Circle Board fails 
% to elect a new President, Chairman or Vice-Chairman, 
as the edse may be, within the prescribed period, the 
District Magistrate, in the-case aa Village Committee, 
or the Commissioner, in the case of a Circle Board, 
may appoint u new President, Ohairman or Vice- 
Chairman. 


Preidont: Chain Village Committee or of an elected Chairman of a ff, ut 
ee 


Circle Board or of a Vice-Chairman of a Circle B 
shall, subject to the provisions of sections u Sone * 
te the residue of his term of office as a member of the ; 
Village Committee or of the Circle Board, as the case fe 
may be. i ‘ 
, (2) The term of office of an appointed Chairman mae 
» a Circle Board shall, subject as al oresates te one: ae 
As 


‘Term ot office of = 18, (a) The term of office of a President. of a for” 


{ from the date of his appointment ; but 
bes shai the pete ofthat a me es 
Pro¥ided that the term of office of a : 
Chairman shall not extend beyond he amengaes 
first meeting of thetmembers of the next subsequent 
rm Circle. Board elected or appointed in the manner 
; op 











provided in section 8. 


f ‘ 
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Village C mittecs. 


Pamtt sane ANS ener ee . 2 
-_) (8) Every appointed Chairman’ of a Circle Board 

dikes genta to bd ds aitaiber'et nha Dowd during 
1 Reo his term of office. PPA He g 


4, " yi, 
oy , 
casi ‘19. Every Village Oommitteé' and Circle Board 
ae Commitee shall be a badly. corporate by ‘the name of Hite “we 


A seat fos kage) *, and sliall have perpetual 
{ succéeasion and a common seal, and shall by the said 
of name, sue and be sued, with power to acquire or hold 
_ | property, both erste and immovable, and, subject 
to any rules’ m: b, 6 Local vernment under 
section 111, to transfer any such property held by a 
Village Committee or Circle Board and to ‘contract 
and do all other things nécessary forthe purposes 

.of this Act. 





~ \ i 
20. Every road, building -or other work con- 
mittee and Cele Structed by,a Village Committee or Circle Board from 
thes, “the Village or Circke Fand shall be vested in the 
* Village Committee. or Circle Board by whieh it has 

~ been constructed, 


Works constructed 


" 
pPorer ot Once Q1. (1) Every Cinéle Board, with the sanction of 


‘ge to. Dasnepe ‘and $08. Commissioner, Mayyandshall, from. time to. time, 
affairs, if so required by, the Commissioner, make rules, 
regulating— ey ‘ 


(a) the time, place and notite of its meetings, the 
business to be transacted at such meetings, 
the conduct of proceedings thereat, and the 
due ofall: dissents and disenssions ; 

“__ (b) the cust of the common seal and the pur- 
Sea's poses for which ifShall be used ; 
y (c) the division of duties amongst its members ; 

(d@) the powers to be exercised by the Chairman 
or the Vice-Chairman or by* sub-com- 
mittees or members to whom particular 
duties are assigned ; 

(e) the granting of receipts for money received 

‘ er this Act; 

(f) the duties, appointment, leave, leave-allow- 
ances and punishment (ineluding suspension 
and Temoval) of officers and servants of 

pee the Board ; and %, 

(g) other similar matters. - 9 


Y (2) All rules made ‘under sub-section (2) shall be 
ra - published in such’manner.as the Commissioner may 
s direct. é 
i 
CHAPTER Ll. 


fy ran G 


€ 


« oBities of Vago) 22. Hvery Village Committee’ shall,— : 
Te oaeeh -Y dtcigadn agpoadance, With, alae aiaM@aa (this bobalt 
gat janage: ‘section 1— .~ 


; @ exercise 2 general control over the Dafadars 


é im 





«ee ‘and Ohaukidars of the village ; 


ey reel 








ue  Powsns ANp Duries oF VitLace Commrrrezs, | 
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1885, 5. 75.) 
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Appoinument | snd 
Aisminsal of Dafadars 
‘and Chankidars 


(Part 1 —Chapter I 11 =Powers and Duties of village 
| Committees —Clauses 23-25.) : 
b) provide, as far as’ possible, for the sanitation 
i! ‘and conservancy of the village and for the 

. . prevention of public nuisances therein; 

c) make special arrangements for the sanitation 

. and innst reas of fairs and mélas held 
within the village s 

(d) have control of wll drains and other conserv- 
ancy works within the village which are 
not under the control of any “other author- 
ity ; 

(e) execute all works that ‘are necessary for 
improving the sanitation, conservancy OF 
drainage of the village ; and 

(f) perform all such other acts as may be neces-_ 

* sary to carry out the purposes 0 this Act; 


(2) perform such functions as may’be transferred 


to it by Motification under section 81 of the Cattle- rotwt 
trespass Act, 187]; and 
(3) if required to do so by the District Magistrate, 
provide: for’ the registration of births and deaths 
within the village under the provisions of the Bengal Fan, het 1Y 


Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1873. 


ws. 23. (2) The number of Dafaddr’s and Chaukidars iff 
to be employed in a village, the salary to be paid to iy a. 


Of. Ben, 
are! 


them and the natnre aud cost of their equipment  st12] 


shall be determined from time to time by the District 
Magistrate after consideration of the views of the 
Village Committee, 

(2) The salaries and the cost of equipment of 


Dafadars and Chaukidars shall be paid by the Village {, 


Cf. Ben, 
ck VI of 


870, 68. 48 


Committee, and the Dafadars and Chaulidars shall and 4. 


receive their salaries.and equipment at such times and 
in such manner us may be prescribed. in this behalf 
by rules made under section 111. 


24. (1) The District Magistrate shall appoint su¢h 


[oy 


person as he considers fit. to be a Dafadar under this aa? ve 


Act, and the Village Committee shall, when a vacancy 
exists, nominate a person to be a Chaukidar under this 
Act, and the District Magistrate shall, if satisfied 
with such nomination, appoint such, nominee to be 
Chaukidar: i 

Provided that, if the Village Committee fails 
within a reasonable time to nomimite a person to be 
a Chaukidar, or, if the District Magistrate is not 
satisfied with such nomination, the District Magis- 
trate shall appoint any person, whom he thinks fit, to 
be a Chaukidar. 

(2) The District Magistrate .may dismiss’ an 
Dafadar oh gees and the Village Committee 
may, wil e sanction of the District M: 
dismiss any Chaukidar. Beate 


1870, ». 88.) 


* 26, Every Dafadarand Chankidar who’ is guilty [if Boni Act 
38 


. of any wilful misconduct in his office, or neglect of 


his duty, such misconduct or neglect 
offence within the meaning of het Indian Bena le, 


and not being of 80 grave a character as in the opinion ™% 


of the District Magistrate to require his dismissal, 
be liable to be punished by the District peed 


with fine not exceeding the amount of one month’s ~ 
j 


salary, 
4 


3) 


Act XLV of 





— as 
Panriv) «TAB CALoUTTA Gazerrn, KpRIL.20, 1018. 88 
“(Part I.—Chapter IIL.—Powers and Duties of Willage 





‘Committees.—Clause 26.) 


Powers and dation | 26 (2) Bvery Chaukidar shall exercise the follow- , (67. Ben, 
Datadnrs and ing powersand perform the following duties :— ime oua 


Shauitdars 

(® he shall give immediate -informatior to the 
officer in charge of the police-station within the limits 
of which'the village is situated of every unnatural, 
suspicious or sudden death which. may occur, and of 
any offence specified.in Schedule 1 which may be 
committed within the village, and he shall keep the 
police informed of all disputes which are likely to 
lead to any riot or serious affray ; 


(ii) he may, without an order from a Magistrate 
and without a warrant, arrest— 


(a) any person who has been concerned in any 
cognizable offence or against whom a reason- 
able complaint has been made, or, credible 
information has been received, or a reason- 
sable suspicion exists of his, having been so 

-eoncerned 5 ts Va eins . 
, (0) any person:having in his possession, without 
\ lawful excuse, the burden of proving which 
excuse shall lie on such person, any imple- 
ment of house-breaking; ~ 


(c) any person who, has been proclaimed as an 
"! . offender either under the Code of Criminal | Ac ¥' ot 
Procedure, 1898, or by order of the Local ** 
Government ; , 


(d) any person in Whose possession anything is 
found which'may reasonably be suspected 
to be stolemproperty, or who may reason- 
ably be suspected of having committed an 
offence with reference to such thing; 


(e) any person who obstructs apolide-officer while 
. . ‘in the execution of his duty, or who has 
escaped, or attempts to escape, from lawful 

custody ; 

f) any person’ reasonably suspected of being a 
deserter from His Majesty’s Army or Navy 
or of belonging to His Majesty's Indian 
Marine Service and being illegally absent 
from that service ; 


(g) any person who has been concerned in, or 
‘against whom a reasonable complaint has 
been made or Credible information has been 
received or a reasonable suspicion exists of 
his having been concerned in,’ any act 
committed at any place out of British 
¢ India, which, if committed in British India, 
‘would have been punishable as an offence, 
and for which he is, under any law relating 
to extradition or under the Fugitive Offend- 4 «& 4 
ers Act, 1881, or otherwise, liable to.be Yee 
te i apprehended or detained in custody in 
ritish India; and 
(A) any released convict committing a breach, of 
any rule made under section 565, sub-section a 
_@), of the Code of Criminal PPbcedure, 1898 ; yf" ¥ ° 


» Gi) he shall, to the sbestot his ability, prevent, and : 
int for the purpose o! venting, the 
ak rote aa ot any offence specified in Schedule i 


‘ 5 . X\ 
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(Part 1 —Chapter L1t—Powers and Duties of Village 
‘Committees —Olauses 27-25.) 


(iv) He shall assist priviite persons in making such 
arrests as they may lawfully make, and he'shall report 
such unvests without delay to the officer in charge of 
the aforesaid police-station ; 

(v) be shall observe, and, from time to time, report 
to the said officer the movements of all bad characters 
within the villages 

(vi) he shall report to the said officer the arrival of 
suspicious Characters in the hefghbourhood ; 

(vii): (@) in any village in which the Village Com- 

-mittee has not. been required under clause 

(8), of section 22 to provide for ‘the registra- 

tion of births and deaths, he shall report to 

the said officer at such intervals as the 

District, Magistrate may determine and in 

the manner prescribed “by the District 

{ Magistrate, the births and deaths, if any, 

which have occurred within thé village ; or 


(b) ina village in which the Village Committee is 

ig required under the said clause to provide 

for the registration of births and deaths, he 

shall report to the President of the Village 

Committee the births and deaths, if any, 
whichshave occurred within the village ; 


(viii) he shall supply any local inforntation which 
the District ‘Magistrate or any police-officer may 
require ; . 

_ (iv) he shall obey the orders of the Village Com- 
mittee in regard to. keeping watch within the village 
and in regard to other matters connected with hit 
duties as Chaukidar; x 


(x) he,shalf assist the person collecting the village 
yate in making such collection; and 


(wi) he shall carry out such other duties as may be 
entrusted to him from time to time in accordance with 
this Act or any rules made thereunder, 


(2) Every Dafadar shall exercise all the powers con- 
lara con Pe mater sub-section (7) and shall 
perform such duties ama; imposed him‘ 
rules made under section 111. ered nen: ane 


27. Whenever Daiadar or Chaukidar arrests any 
person under section 26, he shall forthwith take the 

son” SO arrested to the police-station within the 
limits of which such village is situated : 


Provided that, if the arrest is made at night, such 
person shall be so take ient, ¢ 
saat en, a8 $00n as convenient, on the 


28. All fines realized from a Dafadas 
eae oe pet ie credited to a District Chante a4 
ri Reward Fund, the control : 
with the District Magistrate. Cree Sh ee ret 


- 29. @® It it appears to the Vitlage 
pe ests iy Mg 
. the Committee may—* ee pee See ee 











(a) cause huts or. privies to be removed either % 


holly or in part; 
bre F « Ps 
. 











(Part 1 Chapter L1—Powers and Duties of Village 
i _ Committees.—Clauses 30, 31.) ° 
et se ; 
». (b) cause private drains to be constructed, altered 
vias. omen n 
t ee i 
(©) cause streets, passages and public drains to be 
usteactedier widened si 
(d) cause tanks or ‘low. lands to be’ filled up or 
deepéned; and * 


(e) cause such other improvements to be made 
' . . as in »its opinion are necessary to improve 
the condition of'such village or part, 


(2) The Village Committee may, by written notice,— 


@) require the owner or occupier of any be 3 
the owner of any privy, to remove stich 
hut or privy, either wholly or in part, in 

, pursuance of clause (a) of sub-section (Z); or 


iit) require the owner or occupier of any building 
to eonstract private drains therefor, or to 
alter or remove private drains thereof, in 
pursuance 6f clause () of sub-section (1), 
within a period to be specified in the notice. 


(3) Ifany work required by any such notice is not 
executed within the period spetified in the notice, the 
Village Committee may itself camse such work to be 
carried out, und may recover ghe costof such work 
from the owner or occupier of the building or privy 
if it were an arrear of rate imposed under section 

4 
. ‘te 


a ny 


Power of Village 30. (1) The Village ‘Coulmittee may. employ a 
raring st villages’ Special establishment for the clegnaing of the village 


or any part of the village. 


(2) Where no establishment is maintained, the 
Village Committee may, by written notice, require, 
owners or occupiers of land in the village to cleanse 
their holdings to the satisfaction of the Committee 
within a period to be specified in the notice. 


(3) If any person on whom notice has been served 
under sub-section (2) fails to comply with the requisi- 
tion contained in the notice, tlie Village Committee 
shall, unless reagonable'canse to the contrary is shown, 


(a) cause his holding to be cleansed, and 


(b) recover from such person such portion of the 
costs of such cleansing as may be approved 
by the Circle Officer, as if it Were an arrear 
of rate imposed under section 38. 


fot Vilmge 31, (1) The Village Committee may, subject to 
se. omy rtles made in this behalf under section i by written 


bi 





order,— 


(a) direct, in accordance with ascheme approved 

by the Circle Board, that no building which 

it is proposed to erect in@uch village, and, 

no addition to any existing building therein, 

shall be placed in advance of an alignment 
to 


. to be by the Vill Cominittee 
and ps arr on the oe and 


Desote Meee 











Ree 
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Committees —Clause 32.) 


«(b) prescribe, in accordance with the said scheme, 
pes the space which shall. intexyene between 
any new of enlarged -building and the 
y botlding .next adjacent and between any 
new or enlarged building and any road in 

the village. 


(2) Where any building, or any addition thereto, 
has been placed in contravention of an order passed 
by the Village Committee under sub-section (1), the 
Village Committee may apply to the District Magis- 

¥ trate, and such Magistrate may make an order--- 


(i) directing that the work done, or so much of 
the same as has been executed in contraven- 
tion of the order passed under sub-section (J), 
be demolished by the owner of the building 
oraltered by him to the satisfaction of the 
Village Committee, as the case may, be, 
within such time as may be fixed by the 
District Magistrate ; or 


(ii) directing that the work done, or so much of 
the same as has been executed in contra- 
yention of the order passed under sub- 
section (1), be demolished or altered Wy the 
Village Committee at the expense 0: the 
owner within such time as may be fixed by 
the District Magistrate : 


Provided that ‘the Magistrate shall not make mee 
such order without giving the owner and occupier full 
opportunity of adducing evidence and of being heard. 
in defence. a 


(3) If any person to whom. a direction to demolish 

oralter any building is given under clause (7) of sub- 

ba section (2), fails to obey the same, he shall be liable to 
afine which may extend, in the case of a masonry 
building, to one hundred rupees, and, in the case of 

* any other building, to twenty rupees, and toa further 
fine which may extend, in the. case of a masonry 
building, to ten rupees; and in the case of any other 
building, to two rupees for each day during which, 

after the period fixed by the District Magistrate, he 

fails to obey the direction to. demolish or alter the 


building. 
Power ot Vill 32. (1) A Village Committee may provide the 
fammites to vere’ village, or any part thereof, with a raids ly of water, 
‘supply. proper and sufficient, for public and private purposes ; 


and, for such purposes, may— 


(Part [Chapter ILL—Powers and Duties of Village 


tes. 


Act 
A886,» 8A, 


(a) construct, repair and maintain tanks or wells, é 


and clear out streams or water-courses; — , 
(b) purchase or acquire by lease any tank, well, 
stream or water-course, or any right to take 
# convey water within or without the 


(c) with, the consent of the owner thereof, utilize, 


cleanse or repair any tank, well, stream or 
water-course within'the village, de 
facilities for obtaining eine ht Lo 











Ben — 
ce 
4 








‘to be under 


Wi 
Pa trol of Village 








“Wark I=Ohaplens1hxPowers and Duites of Village 
"ie Committees.—Clause 33.) 


» (d) deal with any tank, well, pool, ditch, drain or 

rg P Dampers used for the collection of 

* q drainage, fil are it water or matter 
likely to be prejndi to health by drain- 
ing or cleansing it, or otherwise preventing 
it from being prejudicial to health, but not 
so as in any case to interfere with any 
private right; ~ rae. 


(e) contract with, any person for /a supply of 
water; or _ A 


(f) do any other acts necessary for carrying jout 
the purposes of this section. 


(2) When a Village Committee has under clause 
(c) cleansed or repaired or provided facilities for 
obtaining water from any tank, well, stream or water- 
course, the same, if the water thereof is fit for drinking 
or culinary purposes, shall be set apart for those 
purposes, subject to any rights retained by the owner, 
with the concurrence of the Wommittee, and shall 
be kept open to access by the public. 


(3) Any tank, well, stream or water-course which a 
Village Committee may construct, repair or maintain 
under clause (a), or purchase or acquire by lease 
under clause (6), shall remain under the control and 
administration ofthe Village Committee; and the 
Committee may, by order duly published in the 
village or part of the village in which such tank, 
‘well, stream or water-course is situated} set apart the 
same, or, subject to the consent of the owner in 
accordance with the provisions of clause (c), any other 
tank, well, stream or water-course within the village, 
for the supply of water for drinking or culinany 
purposes. ~ i y 


; * 

(4) Any person ‘who voluntarily corrupts or fouls 
the water of a tank, well, stream or water-course, 
which is set apart under sub-section (2) or sub-section 
(3) for the supply of water for drinking or culinary 
purposes, shall be punished with fine which may 
extend to twenty-five rupees, 


33. The Village Committee shall have contro! of 
all village-roads and bridges thereon, which are not 
under the control of the District Board, and may do 


. all things that are necessary for the maintenance and 


repair of such roads and bridges, and may— 


(a) lay out and make new village-roads ; 
(®) build and construct new bridges ; 
. (©) turn, divert, discontinue or stop up any village- 
Gy or bridge thereon ; 


- @) widen, open, enlarge and’ otherxise improve 
¥ @) any aot road ap bridge thereon; and 


if ay . of 
f rovide for the lighting of any road within 
ee the village. swe 


mm Uy 


ns Bes 















Betablishment of 
ry 


fcbools. and 
lspenaaries. 
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catourta 
(Part J.—Chapter LH. 


Committees.—Chapter 
Clauses 3/—38.) 
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— Powers and Duties of 
1V.— Village 
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| 84. The Villae Committee mity, subject to any 
rules made in thisybebalf under section 111, establish 
primary schools or dispeusaries, or assame charge of 
existing schools or dispensaries, aud shall repair, 


maintain and manige any school or dispensary under 


. jts charge. 


Yarther dution of 
Village Committees, 


” 


* ment of any 
-work or duty 


Power of entry. 





Imposition of rave, 


may, from time to time, Pi 
Village Committee, make 
subject to such con- 


35. The District Board 
with the, consent of they 
over ‘to a’ Village Committee, 
ditions as they may deem necessary, the manige- 
institution or the execution of any . 
within the area over which the Village 
Jommittee has conttol; and thereupon such Village 
Committee shall do all things necessary for the 
management of the institution or the execution of the 
work or duty : 


Provided that the funds necessary for the manage- 
ment of the institution and the execution of the work 


or duty shall be placed by the Distrigt Board at the 
disposal of the Village Committee. ‘ 


36. The Village Committee, or any member, | [0 Ben 
officer orservant thereof, may enter into or upon any tats, ten) 
puilding or land, with or without assistynts ‘or work- 
men, in order to make any inspection or execute any 
work for the purposes of, or in pursuance of, clause (1) 
of section 22 or sectidn 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34 or 85: i 


’ 


oe 

Provided as follows -> “ 

(a) no such entry shall be made between sunset 
and sunrise; " 

(b) no dwelking-house shall be so,entered, unless 
with the gonsent of the @ecupier thereof, 

3 without giving the said occupier at least 

9 twenty-four hours’ previous written notice 
of the intention to make such entry; and 

(c) due'viegard shall always be had, so farias may =) | 
be compatible with the exigencies of the 
purpose for which the entry is made, to the 


social and religious usages of the occupants 
of the premises entered, ? 


37. A Village Committee may appoint a Secretary 
to assist it in carrying out its duties under this Act, 
and may pay him such salary as the Committee may « 





consider proper. ; 
ora" QHAPTER IV.  "° : 
VILLAGE Funp. » % 4 Bis. 
38. The ¥ Wie eae : 
© Village Committee shall im = 
on the owners of buildings, Sanit MeL hae ad v1 ab 
courses, or the occupiers of butldigee within the sy Ben id 
village, a rate equal to— Be i 11 ot eas, «, 
(@ethe amount required, after dedne Bia 
se piesa (8 Wane, made ieome Towa oa 
: hea is behalf, for the salaries 


of the Dafadars, Ohaukidars ~  , 
and the salary of adie ieee ands 









ae (6) in esdnaest of a resolution passed by a major- 
‘ ty of not Jess than two-thirds of the mem- 
bers of the Village Committee at a meeting 
speciaHy convened for the purpose, the 
» amount estimated to be required to meet 
the expenses of the Committee in providing x 
for the sanitation, conservancy, drainage 
and water-supply of the village, for” the 
‘ establishment, repair, maintenance or 
management of primary schools dispen- 
saries, for anyother local works likely to 
promote the health, comfort and conveni- 
. “ence of the public and not otherwise provid- 
n ed for in this Act, and generally for carrying / 
out the other purposes of this Act, 


together with ten per cent. above such amount to meet 
» the expenses of collection and the losses due to non- 
realization of the rate from defaulters. 


mattue of ese 39. (1) The, rate to-be imposed by a Village | (cy. pen, 
“Committee under section 38 shall be an assessment A%,,4a3 
according to the circumstances and the property —' 
within the village of the persons liable to the same. 


(2) Any person who, in the opinion of the Village 
Committee, is too poor to pay half an annaa month, 
shall We,altogether exempted from payment of any 

¥° vate under this Act. . * 

Procedure of ases- " 4Q, The assessment for the imposition of the 
mont, Se rate under section 88 shall be made in accordance with 
Village Committee. nies prescribed in this behalf under segtion 111, and 

any person dissatisfied with the amount at which he | (4f_ Ben. 
has been assessed. may, within such time as may be A%, “3% 
specified in those rules, apply to the Village Com- 
mittee, ¥either orally or in writing, for'a revision of 
\the assessment, and the Village Committee may r 
amend the assessment or confirm the same, 

| 


+ Oo < 
‘ | Raves ot, Dutt 41. The District wamticate may, gt any time, cally. A) 
trate to reviee for the lists of any villageoutaining the assessment 4% YI of 
amenmentiist. Of the village rate imposed under seétion 38, and may." 
pass such orders on the lists so called for as. he may 
think proper. 


Arréars to be. re- 42. The payment of the rate shall be made in 

covered 'by itis accordance with cules prescribed in this behalf under 

froperty of detwult- Section 111, and, in case of defatlt of any such payment, 

e the President-of the Village Committee, or, if so [gr Ben, 

i“? directed by hitn, the Secretary, shall cause the Chan- 4%) %j% 7 
kidar or any other person authorized in writing by the f 
President or the Secretary to levy, by the distraint 
and sale of a sufficiént portion of the moveable 


v) property of the defaulters, the amount of their 

_ it respective arrears, together with sums equal to such 
‘ 4 ae arrears, respectively, by way of penalty. 

Homccrciat | 43. (1) Thedistraint and sale of such moveable 


roperty shall be conducted in accordance with rales , | 
a saan prescribed ipythis behalf under section 111, 


{ 

. - @) AM) goods and chattels, except, plough-cattle | (cr, Baw 
: i baad tools and implements of trade Ail agriculture, 4%, .93.)" 

Ht: ie Fi “found in or uponany or land o¢eupied by any 


shal 
recovery Of the arrear. 


, 


r, shall i di to be his property, and 
e liable be distrained and sold for: the 








Jot pro 
sepa i Hat 
linge. 


Irrogalaritioa not to 
avoid distraint. 


Grantecineaid trom 
Distriot Fund, 


RAUL 








(Part L.—Chapter-1V.— Village Fund—OClauses © 
44-47) 


(8) If. any, of the goods and chattels distrained 
belong to any person other than the defaulter, the 
defaulter shall be liable. to indemnify the owner of 
such goods and chattels for any damage he may 
sustain by reason of such distress, or by reason of any 
payment he may make to avoid such distress or any 
sale under the same. 


44. If no sufficient moveable property belonging 
to a défaulter, or being upon'the premises in respect 
of which he is assessed or rated, can be found within 
the village, the District Magistrate may, on the appli- 
cation of the Village Committee, issue his warrant to 
any oflicer of his Court for the distress and.sale of any 
moveable property or eflects belongin, to the defaulter 


[Of Ben, 
ct THT of 
1984, 8.127.) 


within any other part of the jurisdiction of the Magis- “ 


trate, or for the distress and sale of any moveable 
property belonging to thedefaulter within the juris- 
diction of any other Magistrate exercising jurisdiction. 
within Bengal; and such other Magistrate shall endorse 
the warrant so issued, and cause it to be execttted, and 
the amount, if levied, to be remitted to the Magistrate 
issuing the warrant, who shall remit the same to the 
Village Committee. 





t “ 
45. No distress levied by virtue of this Act shall 
be deemed unlawful, nor shall any person making the 
same be deemed a trespasser on account of any defect, 
irregulurity or want of form in any list, assessment, 
notice, summons, power, writing, inventory or other 
proceeding relating thereto, nor shall such, person be 
deemed a trespasser from the e¢ommepcement .on 
account of any irregularity afterwards committed 
by him, but all personsagerieved by such irregularity 
may recover full satisfaction for any special damage 
sustained by them, in any Court of eompetent juris- 
diction, subject to the provisions of section 72. 


46, The District Board may make to the Village 
Committee such grants-in-aid from the District‘Fund, 
as they may think fit, to enable the Village 
Committee— 


(i) to improve the sanitation, -water-supply and 
communications, or i 


(ii) to further primary education, or 


_ @ii) for any other local work likely to promote 
the health, comfort and convenience of the 
public, 


within the area over which the Village Committee has 


Village Fund, 


control, and may attach to such grants any conditions 
that may appear to the District Hoard to be desirable. 


47. (1) All sums realized under section 42 and, 


subject. to the proyisions of sectior 28, all 
‘ized as fines or costs under this Act, and all Nor 


[Of Ben, 
Act” “VI got 
1870, 8. 34.) 


receipts @f the Village Committee, Village Bench, or. 


Village Oourt, shall be paid into a fund to ‘be 
a a4 Village Fund,” in, accounts of which hall be 


kept in accordance with ruk in thi 
pecsbia ts A riggs eal cer 





Pawe-t¥) r “pup cAKourra eazerre, 
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ae (Part 1+Chapter 1P —Village Fund,—Chapter V.— 
Circle Boards.—Clauses 48, 49.) 


(2) Except as is otherwise provided in this Act, 

and subject to such restrictions as the Local Goyern- 
ment may from time to time prescribe, the expenses 
incurredsby the Village Committee, the Village Bench 

» or the Village Court incarrying out the purposes of 
this Act, including snch reasonable compensation as . (7/.) Ben, 
the Committee may think fit to pay ‘to owners and fy, 2 of 
occupiers of huts or priyies removed under section 29, (®-] 
shall be paid out of the Village Fund: 


Provided that the salary of the Secretary. to the 
Village Committee and the salaries and cost of equip- 
ment of Dafadars and Chaukidars shall be. the first 
charge upon the Village Fund : 2 

Provided also that all sums made over by the 
District Board to a Village Committee for any specific 
purpose shall be applied solely to that purpose. 


Local Government 48. If at any time the salary of the Secretary to 
may Mri money the Village Committee, or any of the salaries or any 
ment of salary.to portion of the cost of equipment of Dafadars and ‘ 
Sain ot, - Chaukidars, is in arrear, and-if the Local Government 
advance such sum of money as muy be necessary to 
meet such charge, the Local Goveriiment may recover 
the money so advanced from the Village Committee 
by .the process authorized by the Bengal Public” 
Demands Recovery Act,’ 1913, for the recovery. of Pe a 
arrears of public revenue. ; 


CHAPTER V. 


A 
t CIRCLE Boarps. 
| Doties 8¢ Circle 49, (1) The Circle Board+shall— 


fe (#) adyise and superintend the working of the 
illage Committees within the Circle ; 

(if) when it supersedes any Village Committee 
under section 61, exercise all the powers and. © 
perform all the duties conferred or imposed 
by or under this’ Act on the Village Com- 
mittee ; ‘and . 

(iii) subject to the direction, if any, of the Dis- 
trict Board, make'such distribution as the 

e Circle Board thinks fit, among the Village 

Comniittees within the Circle, of the sums 

Z received fromthe District Board as a gene- | 

ral grant-in-aid, 


(2) The Cirele Board may, at the request of the 

District, Board, supervise the management ofany 

institution and the execution of any work or the per- 

y formance of any duty entrusted by the District Board 
to any Village Committee within the Cirele. 


\ . (3) The Circle Board may undertake,.at the request 
of the Disirict Board and subject to its control,— 


(i) thé construction, maintenance and repair of  ~ 
any roads, including the bridges thereon, 
which fall within the bound&ries of two or 


* ve more villages within the Circle; and 
(ii) the performante ef any other duty imposed s 
i oa tie Distret tied by the. Bengal Local heen 
Haag sa “ Self-Government Act of 1885. ate, 
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(Part L—Chapter VUirele'Boards.—Chapter VI— 
Géneral Provisions relating to Village Commit- } 
tees and Circle Boards.—Clauses 50-53.) 


establishment, Bo. The Circle Board may appoint a Secretary 
and such other establishment as may be necessary to. 
assist it in carrying out jts duties under this Act, and ' wy 
-! é may pay them such salary as may be approved by the 
District Board 


’ 51. (J) All receipts of the Circle Board shall be 

abs paid cae ‘a Fund to be called the “ Circle Fund”, the 
accounts of which shall be kept in nccordance with 
rules prescribed in this behalf under section il. 


(2) Except as otherwise provided in this Act and 
subject to such restrictions us the Local Government 
may from time to time impose, the Circle Fund shall be 
applicable to the payment of the establishment employ- 
edand of the expenses incurred by the Circle Board in 

1 carrying out the purposes of this Act: 


Provided that all the sums made oyer by the 
District Bourd to.a Circle Board for any specific pur- 
pose shall be applied solely to that purpose. . 


CHAPTER VI. 


GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO Vitiacis COMMIT- 
TEES AND CIRCLE BOARDS. 


_ Delegation. 


652. The District Magistrate may, by an order in 
writing, delegate the powers or duties 'specified in the 
first column of Schedule I1 to the officers mentioned 
in the second column thereof, ‘ 





Disputes, 4 
depts wore 2 BB+ (Uy pa dispute arises between two or more» (¢/,,Tay, 
Vilage Commies Village “Committees which are subordinate to the Ag, ib.) 
se vane Circle Board, the matter shall be referred to” 
such Circle Board, and the decision of the Circle 
Board thereon shall be final and binding. 


(2) If a dispute arises between two or more 
Village Committees, which are within the same 
disttiet but which are subordinate to different Circle 
Boards, the matter shall be referred to the Circle 
Boards and, if the Circle Boards cannot agree, to the 
District Board, and the decision of such Circle Boards 
or District Board, as the case may be, upon the matter ") 
so referred, shall be final and binding. + 


(8) If a dispute arises between a Village Com?” 
mittee, which is subordinate to a Circle Board, and 
another Circle Board in the same district, the matter J 
shall be referred by the Village Committee to the 
Circle Board to which it is subordinate and, if the two 

‘ Circle Boards cannot e, the matter shall then be 
referred to the District Board, and the decision of the 
District Board thereon shall be final and binding. : 


@ It Paispute arises between t i 
Boards within the area under the sushoriky miele Rare) 
oe eee eee 
, i and the ‘ t : 
tasoniahall be ual Rad blading Boakd oii) 
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fi , “spc utah ‘diag 
a 
: (Part L—Chapter VI—General Provisions relating 
. to Village Cominittees and Circle Boards.—Clauses 
54-59.) i : 

Disputes . bet ween 54. If a dispute arises between a municipal ,{F,,P™ 
pal aithertien ® ayihority and a local authority or authorities within iss, io)" 
be referred to the the same district, the matter shall be referred to the 
District Magistrate, Histrict Magistrate, and the decision of the District 
% * Magistrate upon the matter so referred shall be final 
: and binding : | 

Provided that, if the District Magistrate is a mem- 
‘ber of one of the local authorities concerned, his 
“functions under this section shéll be discharged by 
the Commissioner. 
4 1 
inion of dis- 55. (1) Ifany dispute, for the decision of which ,[%,,,Bm 
not otherwite this Act does not otherwise provide, arises between 186, ». 187.) 





a Village Commitice or Circle Board and any other 
local or municipal authority, the matter shall -be 
referred— 


(a) to the Commissioner or Commissioners of the 

Division or Divisions, if the focal authori- 

. ties concerned are in different districts ; 
and 


b: (b) to thé Governor in Council, if the local 
authorities concerned are in different Divi- 
sions and the Commissioners of those Divi- 
sions cannot agree. 


a (2) The decision of the Commissioner or Commis- 
siouers, or of the Governor in Council, as the case 
may be, upon the matter so referred shall be final 
and binding. t 4 


Control. 


Powerd of: Coshiots: 56. (J) Itshall be the duty of all Commissioners 

Boones nek DS and District Magistrates. to see that the proceedings 

caer oeocseding OF Village Committees and’ Circle Boards are in con- 

of focal authorities. formity with law and with the rules in force there~ 
under. 


Peseta 
0.) 





(2) The Commissioner may, by order in writing, ~ 


annul any soch proceeding which he considers not 
to bein conformity with law and with the said rules, 
and may do all things necessary to secure such 
conformity. “ 
Reoorils to be open 57. Every Village Committee and Circle Board 
Sos bas pectin. ‘shall at all times permit the Commissioner, the District 
Re Magistrate, the Subdivisional Magistrate or the Circle 
‘ r to have access to all its books, proceedings 
. gx and. records. 


© Power to sinspeck! 58. The Commissioner, the District Magistrate, 
wae. the Subdivisional Magistrate or the Circle Officer shall 
* have powerat all times to enter on and inspect, or 
| >. cause to be entered on and inspected, any immovable 
ot ‘property, occupied by, or any work in progress under 
' ig orders of, or any institution controlled by a 
i* Village Committee or Circle Board, gy 
© Contvotting autho =» BBA For the. purposes of sections 60 and 61, the 
ead “Spiesriok:Magiatvate elu be the controlling authority 
* _, over Village Committees and the Commissioner shall 
be the conwolling authority over Circle Boards. 
~ ae * 


, 





‘, 
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(Part I—Chapter Vi—General Provisions relating 
to Village Committees and Circle Boards.— 
Clauses 60-62.) 


toner to provito GQ, (1) When the contiolling , authority © is, LF: "4 
tor the peter eymed, on complaint made or otherwise, that a go,s.12.7 
efaetae by Villege, Villnge Committee or Circle Board has made default 
. e in performing any duty imposed on it by or under 

this Act, he may, by an order in writing, if satisfled, 

after such inguiry as he may consider necessary, that 

such Village Committee or Circle Board. has made ~ 

default us alleged, fix a period for the performance of 


that duty. 


(2) If that daty is not performed within the period 
fixed under sub-section (J), the controlling authority 
muy appoint some person to perform it, and may direct 
that the expense of performing it, with a reasonable 

4 remuneration to the person appointed to perform it, 
shall be forthwith paid by the Village Committee or 
the Circle Board, 1s the case may be. 


{3) If the expense and remuneration directed to be 
paid undér sub-section (2) are not paid, the controlling 
authority may make an order directing the person 
having the custody of the balance’ of the Village or 
Circle Fund to pay the said sum or us much 
thereof as is possible from that balance ; and such per- 
son shall make payment accordingly. 


se Fuge “Hoes 61, (1) If a Village Committee or Cirele Board is | [cy Ben 
soi “Vilage Com: ot competent te perform, or persistently makes default emer gd 
Se cost’ <i. Sui im ithe pettorsaance of the duties imposed wpon it byor —' 
Pagtoo! of uty. under this or any other Act, or exceeds or abuses 
its powers, the gontrolling authority may, by order 
specifying the reason for so doing, direct that the 
Girele Board for the area in which the village is situat- 
ed, or the District Board, under which such Circle 
Board has been constituted, shall supersede such 
Village Committee or Circle Boand, as the case may be, 
. for a period to be specified in the order. 


(2) Such order shall be published locally. in such 
manner as may be provided by rales made under 
section 111, f 


Conrequeneo of 62 (1) When a Village Committee or Circle  fuy. Ben. 


iiipeceeeslons Board is superseded under section 61— 41886, 8.182.) 


(a) all members constituting the Committee or 
Board shall, from the date of the issue of the 
order referred to in that section, vacate 
their offices as such members ; 


(b) all the powers and duties of the VillugeCom-. / 


mittee or Circle Board, as the case may be, « 
shall, until such Committee or Board is 
re-constituted, be exercised and performed “ ¥ 


by the Circle Boxrd or the District Board, as 
the case may be, und all property vested in 
the Village Committee or Cirele Board shall, 
during the period of such supersession, he ” * 
4 vested in the said Circle’ Board or District, 
Board) * He 


(2) On the expiration of the period of supersession — 
specified in the order referred to in sevtiou 61, 
the Village Committee or Circle!) Board ‘shall ba | 
re-established, ie re-election*or re-appointment in the \ 
manner J én section 4 or section 8, ¥ : 

. 


‘Part IV}? 
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weotion ot Village 


‘Committee or Ch 
Board. 


Extmordinary. 


powers in ease of 
‘emergency. 





(Part I—Chapter Vi—General Provisions relating 
to Village Committees and Circle Boards.— 
Clauses 63-66.) * 


63. The District Magistrate, or the District Board,, 


may, i'd an order in writing, suspend the execution of 
any order or resolution of a Village Committee or of a 
Cirele Board within the jurisdiction of such Magistrate 
or District Board, or the doing of any act which is 
about to be done, or is being done, by such Village 
Committee or Circle Board, if in the opinion of the 
District Magistrate or the District Board the exe- 
cution of the resolution or order, or the doing of the 
uct, is likely to cause injury or annoyance to the 
public, or to any class or body of persons, or te lead to 
a breach of the peace. 


64. (1) In case of emergency the District Magis- 
trate may provide for the execution of any work, or 
the doing of any act which a Village Committee or x 
Circle Board is empowered to execute or do, and the 
immediate execution or doing of which is in his 
opinion ‘necessary for the service or safety of the 
public, and may direct that the expense of executing 
the work or doing the act, with a reasonable remu- 
neration to the person appointed to execute or do it, 
shall be forthwith paid by the Village Committee or 
the Circle Board, as the case may be. 


(2) If the expense and remuneration directed to be 
paid under sub-section (7) are not paid, the Magistrate 
may make an order directing the person having the 
custody of the balance of the Vijlage Fund or the Circle 
Fand to pay the said sum, or as much thereof as is 


» possible, from that balance; and such person shall 


Order of Magis. 
‘erate or Distriet Board 
under section 68 or 
GA to be reported:to 
‘the Commissioner. 





make payment accordingly. 


65. When the District Magistrate or the District 
Board makes any order under section 63, or the 
District Magistrate makes any order under section 64, 
the Magistrate or Board, as the case may be, shall forth- 
with submit to the Commissioner a copy of the order, 
with a statement of the reasons for making it and 
with any explanation which the Village Committee 
or Circle Board concerned may wish to offer, and the 
Commissioner may thereupon confirm, modify or 
rescind the order. 


By-laws. 


66. (1) Every Circle Bourd may, with the approval 
of the District Board und subject to the control of the 
Local Government, make by-laws for carrying out all 
orany of the purposes of this Act. 


(2) By-luws made under sub-section (Z) shall have 
the force of law when confirmed by the Commissioner 
ublished in such manner and at®uch time as the 


» Local Government may direct. 


(3) The power to make by-laws conferred by this 
section issubject to the condition of the by-laws being 
made after previous publicatign, 4 y 


Of.¢ Ben 
Peng trea) 
1885, s. 124.) 


(Cf. Den. 
Act ‘II of 
1885, 6, 126.) 
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Penalty for inthinge- 
mont Ot by-laws. 


Penalty on member, 
officer ‘or vervant 
being interested in 
contracts made with 
fs loon! authority. 





Power to make 
com peimtion ont of 
a cle 

Vand, salir 


Liability of ‘mem 
bers 


\ 





Rents 


on na ee 





(Part T—Chapter Vi.—General Provisions relating . 


to Village Cominiltees and Circle Boards.— 
Clauses 67-70.) 


° 

67. In making a by-law under section 66a Circle 
Board may provide that a breach of the same shall 
be punished with a fiue whicli may extend to twenty- 
five rupees, and ‘in the case of a continuing. breach 
with a further fine which may extend to five rupees 
for every day daring whieh the breach is continued 
after the offender has been convicted of such breach. 


Miscellaneous. 


48. (1) Ifany member of a local authority, other 
than a member of a Village Committee acting with 
the sanction of the Circle Board, or if avy officer or 
servant maintained by or employed under a local 
authority, bas, directly or indirectly, any share or 
interest in any work done by order of the local 
authority of which he isa member, or by whieh he is 
maintained, or under which he is employed; or in any 
contract with or under such local authority, he shall 
be liable on conviction ,before a Criminal Court’ to « 
fine which may extend to five handred rupees + 


Provided that the penalty herein preseribed shall 
not be deemed to apply by reason only of a person— 


(a) having a share in any ‘joint-stock company 
which shall contract with, or be employed 
by, or on behalf of, the local authority ; or 


(b) having a share or interest in any newspaper in 
which any advertisement relating te the 
affairs of the local authority may be inserted ; 
or j 


(c) holding a debenture or being otherwise con-, 
cerned in any loan raised by, or on behalf 
of, the local authority 1 


(2) Nevertheless it shall not be lawful for a person 
haying any share or interest, such as is described in 
clauses () and (6) of the proviso to sub-section (1), te 
act-asa member of the local authority in any matter 
relating to a contract or agreement, between ihe local 
authority and such company or the manager or 
publisher of such newspaper. 


(3) Nothing in this section shall apply to the 
payment of fees to a legal practitioner for services 
rendered by him in his professional capacity. ~ 


69. Every Village Committee or Cirele Board 
may make compensation out of the Village Fund 
or the Circle Fund, respectively, to any person 
sustaining any damage by reason of the exercise of 
any of the powers conferred by this Act. ‘ 


¢ ' oe 
70. (1) No person shall be liable for : 
waste or mM@upplication of any money ag cite, st 
pe belouging to the Village Committee or Circle 
jourd, unless such loss» waste or misapplication isa 


EP nert 
TLL of 
‘oe, 140.) 


(Ch. Ben 
Act ILL of 
1885, 6, 144.) 


direct consequence of his neglect or\misconduct while — 


a member of a Village Committee or Circle Board. 


fo2 : 
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Bar to suite 


No suit to, be 
brought until one 
month's notice sof 
‘cause of action, 


Abolition of Pan- 
rats and Local 

Boards and Union 

‘Committees. 


a 
(Part 1.—Chapter- Vl_—General Provisions relating 


to Village Committees and Circle Boards.— 
Clauses 71-73.) 


(2) In ease of such neglect or misconduct a suit 
‘for compensation for loss, waste or misapplication 
may be instituted .against such person, in such 
Court as the Local Government may direct, by the 
Distriet Board with the sanction of the Local Govern- 
ment or by the Secretary of State for India in Council. 


71. No suit or other legal proceeding shall lie 
against a Village Committee or a Circle Board, or any 
member or officer. thereof acting under the direction 
of such Committee or Board, in respect of ‘anything 
lawfully and in good faith and with due care and 
attention done under this Act or any rule made 
hereunder. 


72. (1) No suit or other legal proceeding shall be 
brought against the members of any Village Committee 
or Circle Board or any of their officers, or any person 
acting under their direction, for anything done under 
this Act, until the expiration of one month next 
after notice in writing has been delivered or left 
at the office of such Committee or Board, and also (if 
the suit is intended to be brought against any member 
or officer of the said Committee or Board, or any person 
acting under their direction) at the place of abode of 
the person against whom such suit is intended to be 
brought, stating the cause of action and the name and 
place of abode of the person who intends to bring the 
suit; and unless such notice be proved, the Court shall 
find for the defendant. ‘ 


(2). Every such action shall be commenced within 
three months after the accrual of the cause of action, 
and not afterwards, 


(8) Tfany such person to whom a notice under 
sub-section (1) is given shall, before a suit is brought, 
tender sufficient amends to the plaintiff, such plaintiff 
shal] not recover. 


73. (1) When Village Committees and Circle 
Boards have been duly constituted in any district or 
part thereof, in accordance with the provisions of this 
Act, the Panchayats appointed under the Village 
Chaukidari Act, 1870, and the Union Committees and 
Local Boards established under the Bengal Local Self- 
Government Act of 1885, shall be ipso facto abolished 
in such district or part, and the enactments specified 


Of. Ben. 
adh ye 
1914, 6, 166, 
and’ Ben. Act 
Viot i914, s. 
27.) 


Of. Ben 
ade ee 
1885, «. 146.7 


Ben, Act VI 
of 1876. 


Ben, Act II 
of 1886, 


in Schedule III shall be deemed to be repealed or \ 


amended to the extent and in the manner mentioned 
in the fourth column thereof, in such district or part. 


(2) When the provisions of this Act are withdrawn 
from any district or part thereof, the provisions of sub- 
sections(7) shall cease to operate and the enactments 
specified in Schedule TIT shall be deemed to be revived 
forthwith in such district or part from the date of the 
publication in the Caleutta Gazette of the notification 
of withdrawal. ° i Pt 


(8) The Local Government may direct, by notifica- 


tion, that, from the date of the abolition of any Union 
Committee in accordance with sub-section “(1), all 


Of. Ye 
Pusat of 
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(Part 1:—Chapter VII—Village Benches and 
Village Courts.—Clauses 74-78.) 


properties, funds or dues which are vested in or realiz- 
able by the said Union Committee, shall vest in or be 
realizable by, as the case may be, such loeal authority 
as may be specified in the notification, 


PART Il. 


UHAPTER VII. 


Viuuace BeNcoEs AND VILLAGE ‘COURTS. ‘ 
Village Benches. % 


Constitution ol 74. Whenever a Village Committge has been 
‘Village Bene. established, the Local Government may, by notification, 
appoint all or any of the members of the Committee 
to be a Village Bench for the trial of the offences y 
specified in Schedule TV, «nd may at any time cancel 
any such notification. 1 


eeinaian ih PBS Notwithstanding anything contained in the 

Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, the Village Bench act v ot 1898. 
shall have jurisdiction concurrent with that of the 
Criminal Court, within the local limits of whose juris- 
diction the village is situated, for the trial of all 
offences specified in Schedule IV, Part A, commit- 
ted within the village, und the Village Bench ma, 
try any offence specified in Schedule IV, Part B, 
committed within the village, if the case is transferred 
to the Bench by a District Magistrate or Subdivi- 
sional Magistrate : 


Provided as follows :— 


(a) a Magistrate before whom a complaint of an 
offence cognisable by a Village Bench is brought 
may, unless sufficient reasons exist to the contrary, 
refer the complainant to the Village Bench ; 


(b) the District Magistrate or Subdivisional Magis- 
trate may transfer any case from one Village Bench to 
another or to any other Court subordinate to him. 


s 
How case may be 76. A case before a Village Bench may be insti- 
ne tuted by petition, made orally or in ear to the 
President of the Bench or toa member of the Village 
Bench, empowered by the President with the approval 
of the District Magistrate to receive petitigns. if the 
petition is made orally, the President, or the member n) 

aforesaid, shall record the name of the petitioner, the 

name of the person against whom the petition is 

brought and the nature of the offence charged against 
such persor and such other particulars, if any, as may Bb) 

en be prescribed by rules made under section 111, and 

‘! , Shall direct the petitioner to appear before the Bench 
ona certain date. s mt 


- fos 
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Part \It—Chapter Vit—Village Benches and 
\ Village Courts.—Clauses 77.80.) 


77, (d)yIt upon the face of the petition, or on 


i 
‘toenioain petition, examining the petitioner, the Bench is of opinion 


Dismissal of 


for default. 


jammons 
‘eused to apper 


‘ans wer, 


to 


es 
and 


that the petition is frivolous, vexatious or untrue, it 
shall dismiss the case by order in writing. 


(2) If at-any time it appears to the Bench— 
(a) that it has no jurifidiction to try the case, or 
(b) that the offence is one for which the sentence 
which the Bench is competent to pass would 
be inadequate, or 


(¢) that the case is one ‘which should not be tried 
by the Village Bench, 


it shall refer the petitioner to the proper Court. 


78. If in any case before a Village Bench the 
petitioner fails to appear on the day fixed, or if in the 
opinion of the Bench he shows negligence in prose- 
cuting his case; the Bench may dismiss the, case for 
default, and such order of dismissal shall operate as an 
acquittal, ™ 





79. (1) If the petition be not dismissed under 
section 77 or under section 78, the Village Bench shall, 
subject to the provisions of section 107, by summons 
or otherwise, require the accused to appear and answer 
the petition. = 


(2) If on the day fixed for the trial the accused 
fails to appeur, the Bench may cause him to be 
produced before it. 


(3) If the accused cannot be found, the Beneh shall 
report the fact to the nearest Magistrate who may 
issue a warrant for the arrest of the accused and for- 
ward him onapprehension for trial to the Bench, or 
release him on bail to appear before it, 


(4) When an accused is brought in custody before 
a Village Bench under sub-section (3) the Benéh shall 
proceed to try him with the least, possible delay, and 
until the trial is completed may detain him in custody 
in such place and in such manner as may be provided 
by rule made under section 111. 


80. Notwithstanding anything contained in the 


ay es by a convicted person in any case tried bya 

illage ‘Bench, nor shall any application in revision 
‘be entertained by any Court in respect of any order 
passed by such Bench: i 


Provided that the Subdivisional Magistrate, or the 
District Magistrate for any part of a district not under 
the charge of a Subdivisional Magistrate, may cancel 
any decision or order of a Village Benth and direct 
the restoration or retrial of any case dy the same or 
any other Village Bench or by any other Court subor- 
dinate to him, if the Sybdivisional Magistrate or 
] ict istrate, as the case may be, is satisfied that 
a serious failure of justice has occurred. 


3 cPacae. 


peal 
‘itygs Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, there shall be n0 Aci V of 149s 


100 
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Power of Village 
Bench to impowe fine 
‘or to award compen- 


sation. 


Coustitution 
‘Village Cours, 


Jrinaction 
‘Village Court, 


—=: = 


(Part Chapter VII—Village Benches arta 
Village Courts.—Clauses 81-83.) 


81. (1) A Village Bench shall record its Wecision 
by order in writing, and may sentence any offender 
convicted by it to pay a fine not exceeding twenty-five 
rupees. 


(2) If a Village Bench is sutisfied that-a complaint 
made before it or transfgrred to it for trial is vexatious 


or frivolous, the Bench may order thé complainant to 


y to the accused such compensation, not exceeding 
twenty-five rupees, as it thinks fit. 


(3) A Village Bench, at the time of passing judg- 
ment under sub-section (1), or of making an order 
under sub-section (2), may sentence the person against 
whom the judgment or order is passed to imprison- 
ment fora period not exceeding seven days in default 
of payment of fine or compensation and, if the same 
be not paid within ten days of the passing of the 
sentence, or Within such further time, if any, as the 
Bench may allow, may cause him to be arrested and 
may commit him to the nearest jail to serve his 
sentence: 


Provided that, notwithstanding anything contained 
in the Indian Penal Code,— 


(a) the fine imposed or compensation ‘awarded 
by a Village Bench shall not be realized from 
any person who has served his term of 
imprisonment under this section; 

(b) the person serving his term of imprisonment 
shall be forthwith released, if the fine or 
compensation is paid before the expiry of 
the term of imprisonment : Fy 


Provided also that no woman shall be sentenced to 
imprisonment in default of payment of fine or com- 
pensation: 


Provided also that the imprisonment in default of 
payment of compensation shall be simple. 


Village Courts. 


82. Whenever a Village Committee has been 
established, the Local Government may, by notitication, 
appoint all orany of the members of the Committee 
to be a Village Court for the trial of all or.any of 
the classes of civil suits specified in section 83, and 
may at any time cancel any such notification. 


83, Notwithstanding anything contained in the 
Bengal, Agra and Assam Civil Courts Act, 1887, the 
Provincial Small Cause Courts Act, 1887, and the 
Gode of Civil Procedure, 1908, and subject to the 
provisions of section 84 and section 85, the Villege 
Court and the Court of the Munsif, within the 


- local limits of whose jurisdiction the village is 


situated; shall have concarrent jurisdi 
the following classes of suits, ee ction to try 


(ct) suits for money due on contracts ; 
One wide 


(6) swits for the recovery: of moveable 
the value of such property ; and int me 


(ec) suits for compénsation for wro1 i 
or injuring moveable peels iering 


Feist, 


‘XII of 1887. 
IX of 1887, 


Act Vo of 
1008, 


lat 
29) 


+x 
Gene 


teas 
pene. 










(@) he plaintist on instivuting bis suit shall sta 


the value of the claim. 


87. (1) If at any time the Village Court is of 
opinion that thessuit 1s barred by limitation, the Court 
“shall dismiss the suit by order in writing. B f 


(2) Ifat any time it appears to the Court that it has 
no jurisdiction to entertain the suit, the Court shall 
refer the petitioner to the proper Court. - 





Dimiaa) of wt BB. Tf in any suit before a Village Court the 
list can petitioner fails to appear on the duy fixed, or, ifin the 
opinion of the Court, he shows. negligence in prtosecut- 
ing his suit, the Court may dismiss the suit for de- — 
fault: 


Provided that a Village Court"may restore a suit ley 
dismissed for default. if within thirty days from the «Si: 
date of such dismissal the plaintiff satisfies the Court 

5 that he was prevented by sufficient cause from appear- 
Y ing. 7 





Summons to 89s Ifon receiving the petition the Village Court 

defendant to anrett is satisfied that the trial of the suit may be proceeded 

on with, it shall, by summons or otherwise, require the 
defendant to uppear and answer the suit. 


I Bs parte decision. 90. If the defendant fails to appear and the Vil- 
mm lage Court is satisfied that he has received notice of 
the date fixed for the hearing, the Court may decide 
the suit ex parte ; % ve 
Provided ‘that any defendant against whom a suit , \%, Mad. 
_ has been decided ex parte may, avithin thirty days Rem 
4 from the date of exec! Een process for enforce- : 
i 3 {2 ‘ment of the decision, apply to the Village Court to set 
fn aside the order; and the Court, if satisfied that the 
defendant did not receive due notice of the date of 
hearing, or was prevented from appearing by any suffi- 
cient cause, shall set aside the decision and shall 
appoint a day for proceeding with the spit. i a a 


sq | 914, No decision or order of a Villuge Court shall 

etna ee aie be set aside on application under section 88 or. section 

hi reais ee 90 unless. notice in writing has been served by the 
Lich Village Court on the opposite party. | ihe AD 











pont i viwgs’® "OB (2) ‘Phe Village Odart etiall add as pattion toa, 
et acer suit any persons srhoag piseee as partie Penalty : 
necessary for a proper Peision thereof, and shall enter. — 


‘the names of such parties in the: of suits, 
) the ‘suit shall’ be Tned pierces urties: 
names are entered in the said register; 








wl i 


\ Providel that ‘when any si 

ihapdepieeniame ony 

pyle te Wen sina api 
* 111 before the trial of the suit is p 










anew. : 
' Proviso to sub-sec' (ada th'Bat ot «aa i 
may require that the trial shall begin de novo. : n 
No Village Court shall proceed with the trial (Cf. Pan, 
‘suit in which the matter Gltestly ott sub- joi, ./8) % 
stant: ‘ indispute is pending for decision in the same 
Court or in any other Court in a previously instituted 
‘ ‘suit between the same “parties, or between parties 
~) under whom they or any of them claim, or has been 
heard and finally decided in a suit between the same 





parties, or between 
“of them claim, — 


parties under whom they or any 
 gbeciion ot Ving gg. Whey the perties or their agents have been (cr aaa, 
bo eet “heard and the evidence on both sides considered, the Aah! sie 
tom ~ Village Cotrt shalt, _by written order, make such 
Y ogre decision as may seem just, equitable and according to 
good conscience, and the decision shall also have the 
effect of a decree, 4 
+ Instalments, -- 95. A Village Court in ordering the payment of aly, PRE 
n a sum of money or the delivery of any moveable 1912, », 17.), 
Property may direct thut the money be paid, or the 
moveable property be delivered, by instalments, 


Deciskiniot Vilage “9G. ‘The decision of a Village Court in every suit : 
onto nt shall be final as between the pares to the suit: 


Provided that. the District Sindee may, on the 
apellastan of either party, cance! the’ order of the 

illage Court and directa retrial oft e suit by the 
sume or any other Village Court or by any other 
Court subordinate to him if he is satis led that there 
has been a serious failure of justice, 5S 





Pail at pains - 97. If the plaintif® or defendant in uny suit dies 
_ before the suit has been decided, the suit may. be 
proceeded with at the instance of, or against, the Tacs 


of the deceased plaintiff or defendant, as the case Biv 
may be, ~ . 
weitypleaon tor @B. Any party applying— 3 

Wa crevgunae Coust!"" (2)' to have a-anit withdeawit froma Village Court , (i. mad. 

, raat oy : under the proviso to section 83 Yee in age om 

= - the Court of the Munsif, within the local ‘ 
ad ‘ o limits of whose jurisdiction the village is ‘ 

; situated, ov ee : 

Fag . , @) und x the proviso to section 96 for the retrial - 
ferro one suit decided. by a Village Court, % 


Wag pate \ © shall, before such application for withdrawal or 
i - , retrial is entertained, pay to the Court to which such 
i eee is made, the amount of fees payable by the ‘ 
eran peer the Court-fees Act, 1870, in Yespect Vir of 1870. 
IPE RBOD Baty. aie eed 
Provided the Court may order the refund of 
r einareliccineroonne 7. of the Coirt~ 
1870, by any party in accordance with 


clause 
Court: ts, ti] SAR HS for retrial of a r 
the same orang other ‘llage Court. ‘ 


ran, 
gle sin ia 













x 










¢ 400, Ifany suit is 

ort: unsif which, in the opinion of the 
2 the same (whose opinic shall. 
heen institmted in, the 


claim in any'sw fore 
cified sum, the V 
‘both 


shall 
ing the question o! and also for th 
otc, th, 
402. (1) If the Village Co 
sr a certificate to that 
holder wishing to exci 
may appl) ale Gout 
focal limits of oe 


wrk he application iw mede after the 
t jextion 
: St three months f “ ul 


tS 
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Persons who are to 


‘de over Vill 
snch or Vill 


Court, 


Attendance of wite 
weeves. 


(Part I—Chapter VII~Villaye Benches and Village 
. | Courts —Clauses 104, 105.) 


104. (1) The Village Bench and the Village 


ls Court shall be presided over by the President of the 


Village Committee, if he isa member of the Bench or 
Court. 


(2) If the President of the Village Committee is 
absent from a sitting of the Village Bench or Court, or 
if he is not a member of the Bench or Court, the Bench 
or Court, as the case may be. shall be presided over by 
-one of its members selected in accotdance with rules 
prescribed in this behalf under seetion 111. 


(3) In case of difference of opinion among the 
members of the Bench or Court the decision or order 
of the Bench or Court shall follow the opinion of the 
majority of the members present and voting, 


(4) In. case of an equality of votes, the person 
presiding over the Bench or Court shall havea second 
or casting vote. 


\ 

105. (1) Subject te sach conditions and limitations 
as may be prescribed by rules made under section 111 
and subject to the provisions of section 107, a Village 
Bench ‘ora Village Court may, by summons or other- 
wise, send for any person to appear and give evidence 
or to produce or cause the production of any 
document: 


Provided that no person who is exempt from 
personal appearance in Court under section 133, sub- 
section (1), of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, shall be 
required to appear in person before a Village Court. 


(2) A Village Bench or a Village Court shall refuse 
to summon a witness or to enforce a summons already 
issued against a witness, where, in the opinion of 
the Bench or Gourt, the attendance of the 
witness cannot be procured without. an amount of 
delay, expense, or inconvenience which, under the 
circumstances of the case, would be unreasonable. 


(3) A’ Villages Bench or Village Court shall not 
require any person living at a distance exceeding 
fifteen miles from the Bench or Court to give evidence, 
unless such sum of money as appears to the Bench or 
Court to be reasonable and sufficient to defray the 
travelling and other expenses of the person summoned 
in attending and returning from the Bench or Court 
and one day’s attendance thereat, together with full 
and sufficient remuneration for. the time spent in so 
doing, away from his ordinary occupations, be ten- 
dered to him when the summons is served. 


(4) Every person, whom a Village Bench or a 
Village Court summons by written order to appear or 
give evidence, or to produce any document before it, 
shall be bound to obey such summons as if it were a 
summons issued. by a regular Court under the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1898, or the Ce&e of Civil Pro- 
cedtire, 1908, as the case may be, and in case of dis- 
‘obedience, shall-be liable to the like penalties. 


am ms " 

(6) A Vill Bench may take cognizance of any 

offence cca section commit against its order 
: 3 ; 





Act V of 1908, 


Of. Pun, Act 
ars 
«38. 


Act Vof 1898, 
Act Vof 1908, 


106 


Appaasanes ot 
ariice betore Village 
ot 


* Court. 


Appenrance 
woman and minor. 
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Village 


of 


Realigition of fine, 
ete, 


Registers and re 
cork. 





(Part IT. —Chapter Vil—Village Benches and 
Village Courts. —Clauses 106—110.) 


or against the order of the Village Court on applica- 
tion by a member of the Bench or Court and may try 


vthe case and, if the offence is proved, may convict 


the offender and sentence him to @ fine not exceeding 
twenty-five rupees. 


106. (/) The parties to cases triable by a Village 
Bench shall appear personally before such Bench: ¢ 


Provided that the Village Bench, if it sees reason 
0 to do, may dispense with the personal attendance 
Sf an accused and permit him to appear by agent. 


(2) The parties to suits triable by a Village Court 
may appear by agent. 


iS Agent” in sub-sections (7) and (2)means afull-time — cey. u,b. 


servant ora partner or a relative of the party, whom 
the Village Bench or Villuge Court may admit as a fit 
person to represent a party, and who is authorized by 
general or special authority in writing to appear and 
plead for such party. 


(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in the 


Ast 
1802, 
3) 


@d 


TIL’ of 
5.25 (2), 


Legal Practitioners Act, 1879, legal practitioners shall wernt oe 


not be periiited to practise before a Village Bench or 
Village Court. 


107. (1) No woman shall, against her will, be 
compelled to appear in person before a Village Bench 
or Village Court either as an accused, a defendant or 
a witness. 


(2) A near relative of a woman or ofa minor may 
appear on their behalf as a party toa suit, 


408. All fines imposed or compensation awarded 
py a Village Bench ‘and all sums decreed and costs 
awarded by a Village Court may be realized by the 
Village Bench or Village Court in the same inanner as 
‘an arrear of rate imposed under section 38. 


109. Every Village Bench and Village Court shall w& P 
A 
1012, 


maintain a register of cases ‘and a register of suits, 
respectively, and shall maintain such other registers 
and records and submit such returns as may be pres- 
eribed by rules made under section 11], 


Certain doounents > 110, (2) The following documents shall not be 


not to 
with fees, 


be 


chargeable with any fee :-— 


(a) petitions, applications, informations or pro- 
ceases in respect of any of the offences 
triable by a Village Bench, when presented, 
made or laid before the Village Bench, 

(b) petitions or processes in suits triable by 
Village Court, when presented Nid 
before a Village Cou ceasdaror lnig 

(2) The Local Government may, Db; i 
this behalf under sectione111, uate tie tees aah 
tobe levied by the Village ‘Bench or Village Court 

yfor copies: of any document, and may determine the ° 

procedure a furnishing of such copies, , 4 


a. 
VI of 
1 
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(Part I11.—Chapter VIIE.—Miscellanedus.=Clarse 
111) 


PART 111, 





CHAPTER VIII, 
. : MISCELLANEOUS. 


Riles. 


cin I piel 111. (1) The Local Government may from time to 
wales, time make rules to carry out the purposes of this Act. 


(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the 
generality of the foregoing power, the Local Govern- 
ment may make rules— 


(@) determining the manner and time of appoint- 
ment or election of members of illage 
Committees and Cirele Boards established 
under this Act, the qualifications and 
disqualifications of such members, the quali- 
fications and disqualifications and registra- 
tion of voters and candidates and the 
manner in which the votes shall be taken, 
and.geverally regulating all elections under 
this Act and determining the authority who 
shall decide disputes relating to such elec- 
tions ; 

(0) fixing the time within which the elections 
of the President of a Village Committee 
and the Chairman of a Circle Board shall 
be held, the time within which the Vice- 
Chairman of a Circle Board shall be elected 
and the time within which elections to fill 
casual vacancies in such offices shall be 
held ; 


{¢) regulating the powers of Village Committees 
and Circle Boards to transfer Property ; 


(d) prescribing the powers to be exercised by the 
President of a Village Committee or by sub- 
committees or members thereof ; 


(©) regulating the conduct of meetings of Village 
Committees and the method of forming a 
quorum, and the appointment, leave, leave- 
allowances ind punishment (including 
Suspension and removal) of officers and 
servants of a Village Committee ; 


(Ff) regulating the powers of Village Committees 

(J tad “Circle Boards to contract and do 
other things necessary for the purposes of 
their constitution, and the mode of executing 
such contracts ; 


{d) prescribing the registers and records to be 
4 maintained and the returns to be submitted 
by Village Committees, Circle Boards, 

Village Benches and Village Courts ; 


he mlating the powers and daties of Village 
ie inate in régard to thegcontrol to be 

exercised, by them over Dafadars and Ohau- 
| kidars within the village; ~ 


) ribing the powers and duties of Dafa- 
¥ y sorte Be fixing the time and manner of 
: the payment by the ie cages of 


in , 


{C/.,_ Ben 
ace 9 
Thao, a Tas | 


f 


(HE CALCUTTA GAZHYTS, APRIL 10; 1918 








(Part IT1.—Ohapter VILL—Miscellaneous —Clause 
U1) 


the salaties of Dafadars and Chaukidars, and 


%, the cost of their equipment; 


(j) regulating the powers and duties of Village” 


Committees in regard to sanitation, conserv- 
ancy, drainage, buildings, roads, bridges and 
‘water-supply under sections 22, 29, 30, 31, 
32, 83 and 36, and the powers and duties 
of Village Committees in regard to schools 
and dispensaries under section 34, and 
defining and prohibiting public nuisances 


within the village ; 


(k) for the making of an assessment by the Village 
Committee under section 40, for imposing the 
rate under section 38, and prescribing under 
section 42 the method und time of payment 


of such rate; 


(1) for the conduct of the distraint and sale of 
moveable property of defaulters under sec- 


tion 43; 


(m) prescribing the rhethod in which the accounts 
of the Village Fund and of the Circle Fund 
shall be kept and audited, the financial safe- 
guards to be maintained and the estimates 

to be submitted by Village Committees 

and Circle Boards, and providing for the 
appointment and payment of auditors of 

the accounts of Village Committees and 


Circle Boards ; 


(n) prescribing the manner in which orders under 


section 61 shall be published ; 


(0) prescribing the particulars of petitions under 
sections 76 und 86 which shall be entered in 
the registers of Village Benches and Village 


Courts 5 


(p) determining the manner in which the person 
to preside over a Village Bench or a Village 
Court, in theabsence of the President of the 
Village Committee, or when the President 

. of the Villuge Committee is not a member 


of the Bench or Court, shall be selected 5 


(q) regulating the procedure to ‘be followed by a 
Village Bench or a Village Court in the 
institution, trial and disposal of criminal 
cases and civil suits, and prescribing the 


method of forming a quorum ; 


(r) regulating the issue, service or execution of 


summonses, warrants and other processes 
by Village Benches or Village Gourtay the 


detention of persons apprehended under 
section 79 and the issue and service of 


notices. by. Village Committees ; 


(s) determining the procedure for the execution 
of decrees, orders and sentences of Village 


ourts and Village Benches; 


(t) regulating the transfer by Village Benches or 


Village Courts of summonses, warrants and 


other processes to ordinary Cours for their, 


service or execution by such Courts ; and 
i ' 


rw 









levied vin, 
e 2 ct albeae auiie 
“4 and g the | edure 
: _ __ tobe followed in furnishing toh Gopien, 

: nude under sub-s (2) shall be 
pollighed in teks, aadan anb-taction Madea 
may direct, and shall thereupon have the force of law. 

z “rule under clase ers sub- 












4) In making ay ) 
_ section (2) the Local 0) ment that a 
hewn “Seis Se ae PAT eer 
whieh may extend to ten rupees. vee 

(5) The power to make rules conferred by this 


section is subject to the condition of ‘the rules being 
» made after previous publication. 


112. No member of a Village Bench or Village (07, Act 


Me vi *. 

Bench or Cowrt xt Court shall try any case or suit or other Proceeding fp," s 

‘ ‘whisk fo entero to or in which he is a party, or Personally interested. ace a at 

Mentors of Vilage 113, No member of 2 Village Committee, Village | [¢7. Mad, 

sortie” = Bonbt or Village Court, or ae officer having any aor aie 
property 


uty to perform in connection with any sale under 
this Act, shall directly or indirectly. bid for or acquire 
any interest in any Property sold at such sale. 


a Prosecutions, 
Prosecutions. 114. Prosecutions under this Act for breach of [Y. Ben, 


by-laws may be instituted by the Circle Board, or by. dey, eat 
any person authorized by it in this behalf. 


Garton cuta® 18. A Judge or a Magistrate shall not be deemed , {CFB 

Dig. aia hale be a party to, or personally interested in, any case 1850 ut 13 

under this Act, within the meani of section 556 of ‘f 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, merely because Act Y of 
he is a member of the Village Committee or Circle “ 

ie Board. is 








~ (See section 26.) 


Offences to be reported by a Chawkidar. 


i Murder, culpable homicide, rape (when the offender [of Ben, 
js not the husband of the woman raped), dacoity, y%%, pay 
£ : robbery, theft, mischief by fire, house-breaking, ‘ 
ee counterfeiting. coins, causing grievous burt, riot, 
administering stupef, ‘ing drugs. ‘kidnapping, and all 
attempts and preparations to commit, and abetments 
of, the said offences. * i an 

















+ Gehedule 11—Powers and duties which may be dele- 
ss gated by the District Magistrate.) 


SCHEDULE 


il. 


POWERS AND DUTINS WHICH MAY BE DELEGATED BY 
THH DISTRICT MAGISTRATE, 
* [See section 52.) 


Se 


Powers or duties, / 


‘To Whom may be delegated, 





1 


2 





1, Appointment under section 
14 of member in casual 
vacancy in a Village 
Committee os 


2. Acceptance under sub-sec- 
tion (7) of -section 
15 of ‘resignation of 


President of — Village| - 


Committee ses 
3. Appointment under section 
17 of a President of a 
Village Committee, or of 
a Chairman, or | Vice- 
Chairman. of a Circle 
Board, in default of elec- 
tion to fill a casual 
vacancy ws ae 
4, Appointment and dismissal 
of Dafadars and Chauki- 
dars under section 24 


5. Fining of Dafadurs and 
Chaifkidars under section 
25 


6. Requiring Chaukidar to 
supply local  informa- 
tion under section 26 
(viit) oa . 


a Control over District Chan- 
kidari » Reward Fund 
under section 28 . 


8. Calling for and revision 
of assessment lists 
under section 41 


9. Issue of warrant under sec- 
tion 44 for distraint and 
sale of propert: of 
absentees for satistaction 
of village rate ao 

10. Sectnictinnt the proceedings 
of Village Committees 
and Cirele Boards are in 
conformity with law 
under sub-section UW) of 
section 56 


trate. 


«| Subdivisional Magis- 


Ditto ditto, 


Ditto ditto, 


.| Subdivisional Magis- 


trate, Superintend- 
ent of Police, or 
Circle Officer. 


Ditto ditto. 


.| Subdivisional Magis- 


trate. 


.| Subdivisional Magis- 


trate, Superin- 
tendent_ of Police, 
or Circle Officer, 


.|Subdivisional Magis- 








trate, 
Ditto ditto. 
® 
Ditto — ditto. 





\ 









(Schedule T1l--Bnactments repealed or amended.) : 
> scHEDULE U1. 


ENACTMENTS REPEALED OR AMENDED. 


- (See section 73.) 














1 2 3 . 4 
Your!| No. | Shows tile. ||” Raxtebt n€ eepgel.ot amendment. 
1870| VI |The Village | The Gehole except sections 1, 48 to 61. 
Chaukideri | (Part 11), 66 and 67, and Sohedulew © 
‘Act, 1870. | and D, shall be repealed. 
1871 1} ‘The whole shall be repented. 
1985) LE In the definition of “Local authority ” 





Government 
Act of 1885. 




















in seotion 5, the words.“ 


. Board” and ‘the words “ Union 

Committee or Joint Union Com- 
“tte” shall be omitted, and after 
the words ‘under this Act” the 
words and Ggures “and, except in 
pections 80, 81, 220, 121, 122, 124, 
126, 127, 129, 136, 187 and 144, 
includes any Village Committee or 
Gircle Board constituted under the 
Bengal Village Self-Govoroment 
‘Act, 1918" shall be inserted. 


2. Tn the heading and ‘sub-heading of 
Chapter I, Part I, the words * and 
Local Boards" shall be omitted. 


3. In section 6, the second paragray 
and the proviso thereto and, in tl 
last paragraph, thie words from 
“and a Local Board” to the words 
“hy notification, direct, shall be 
omitted. 








4. Iniscetion 7,— 


- 
(@) the word “Girdle” shall be 
substituted “for the 
* Looal’” wherever it acears ; 

(ii) the words and figures“! under 

the provisions of the Bengal 
‘Village Self-Government Ac 
1918" shall be i f 
between the words “ district ” 
and “such”, in the 
parograph j a 
for the words and  figaros 
“section 18 of this Act” in 
the second proviso to the 
second paragraph the words 
sed Sguree the Bengal 
Village Self-Government Act, 
1918" shall be sobstitated. 


5. Sections 8, 9, 11, 13, 14, 15, 25, 26, 
86, 37 to 44 (Chapter II of Patt I) 
61, 56 to 58 (Ghapter LI of Part 11), ” 
101 “to 103 (Chapter I of Part 111}, 
104 to 119 (Chapter TIT of Part “4 
180, 188, 135 and Schedule IIT of the 
‘Act shall’ be repealed. 











Me 

6. In section 10, the “words “or Local 
Beats bo une at 

7. In seotion 12, thé words “ or by three", 

‘int i where 4 pt 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 


3 The District Administration Committee appointed Ly the Government of 
‘Bengal in 1913 xecommended a reorgunization of the system of village self- 
‘government, They pointed out that the Union Committees established under 
the Local Self-Government Act Of 1885 (Bengal Act IT] of 1885) had largely 
failed to secure an effective system of rural self-government, inasmuch as 
under the Act the District Board is. the administrative unit and the Union 
Committee is merely a subordinate Body exercising restricted powers and 
dependent mainly on the District Board for funds, They were further of 


related to the needs of the Villages ; and they came to the conclusion that 
their extended usefulness and improvement wére most likely to be secured by 
amalgamating their functions with thoso of the Union Committees, They 
Proposed that every district should be mapped out into village unions adminis- 
tered’ by tnion panchayats, which should deal not only with the village 
police, bat alse with village roads, “water-supply and sanitation and which 


the continnance of which would be inéompati 
Union Committees, 


The object of the present Bill is to Bive effect, with certain modifications, 
to the scheme of reorganization Proposed by the District Administration 
Committee. 

It is proposed to, build up a system of raral self-government based on 
village authorities vested. with the powers and duties necessary for the 
Management of communal Village affairs, and entrasted with powers of self- 
taxation necessary for that purpose,” ‘The Proposed village authority, which 


vide. for village sani tation, conservancy. and drainage, to deal with the 
erection of buildings, water-supply, village roads and bridges, and to Manage 
primary schools and dispensaries, It ig also proposed ‘to give ppwer to 
Government to confer jurisdiction in petty civil and criminal matters on all 
orany members of the Village Committees, ‘The power reserved to Govern- 
ment to constitute Village Benches. and Village Courts is permissive, and the 
ordinary courts will have concnryent jurisdiction. Appeals from the decisiols 
of Village Benches and Village Oouris will not be allowed, but in the case of 
criminal trials, the Subdivisional Magistrate, or the District: Magistrate where 
there is no Subdivisional Magistrate, and in the case of civil Suits the District 
Judge may order a retrial if there is a serious failure of justice, The number 
of. members of the Villige Committee is to vary from 6 to 9, not leas than 
two-thirds of whom are to he ‘elected, and the Chairman is to be elected, 
The principal funds administered by the Committees will consist, in addition 


of a Secretary and also to the execution of Public works. The assessment 
of the rate will be according to circumstances and property and will be 
subject to revision by the District Magistrate, 

The Bill provides that the Village Committees Shall be grouped in 
circles under Girele Boards, The Circle Board will Consist of 15 members, of 
Whom two-thirds will be elected and one-third appointed by the Commis- 
sioner. ‘The Chairman will be elected by its members. The District 
Magistrate, ‘however, may appoint the Chairman on the request of the 
-members. ‘Phe chief work of the Circle Board will consist in Supervising 
the operations of Village Committees and Co-ordinating their plans, [t may 
farther, at the request of the District Board, supervise the management 
of any institution and the execution of any work or the performance of an 
Gnty entristed by the District Board to any ‘Village 3Com mittee within its 
circle. 


The Bill ae that the Commissioner and District Magistrate shall 
have power of ahs over the Circle Boards and Village Committees, respec- 
tively. may exercise this power by providing for the performance of 
"duties in whieh those bodies make default-and 2s is them in case 
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“of i etency or wilfal neglect of duty. The District, ‘istrate and 
the District iSoard are also authorized, by, rovisions similar to those 
contained in section 124 of thé Bengal Local Se! {-Government Act of 1885, to 
suspend the execution of orders and resolutions, ‘and the District Magistrate 
may, as in, section 126 of that Act, in cases ‘of emergency provide for the. 
execution of works required for the public service or begin A ‘ 

‘As the new organization of rural self-government Ww. lL render the con- 
tinnance of existing bodies unnecessary, Chaukidari Panchayuts, Union 
Committees and Local ‘Boards will be abolished in avy district or part of 
a district in which Village Committees and Circle Boards are constituted. 


Notes on Clauses. 


Clause 1 restricts the operation of the proposed. Act to such rural areas 
as may be notified from time to time by the Local Government, and provides 
that the Act shall be jntroduced into whole districts or parts of districts, 
subject to the exclusion of municipal areas, ‘and the conditional exclusion of 
cantonment areas. ada 
Clause 2 (8) introduces a definition of “year” based ow the definition 
of “year” in section 6 (19) of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884 (Bengal Act 111 
‘of 1884). The local year ‘varies in different parts of the Presidency and is 
‘adhered to in the mufassal in ordinary business transactions. It is necessary . 
to recognize this in introducing a system which ‘will have to be worked by 
villagers. 
Her 5 provides that the village unit shall be fixed by the Local 
Government according to local circumstances.’ 
Clause 4.—The number of members of the Village Committee will be 
determined by Government in accordance with local conditions subject to a 
minimum of 6 and a maximom of 9 All the members of a Village 
Committee shall ordinarily be elected, but it is open to the Government to 
direct that in special cases a certain proportion of the members shall be 
nominated by the District Magistrate. Bven in such cases at least two-thirds 
‘of the Village Committee will ‘consist of elected members. ‘Power has been 
taken to enable the District Magistrate to appoint members jn cases where 
any village fails to elect the prescribed number of members. 
Clguse 5.—Sub-clause (1) prescribes the qualification of voters. 
Sub-clause (2) allows any person who is of the full age of 21 years 
and resident within the village to be a candidate for election without 
being qualified to be a voter. This will enable persons, who, though poor, 
aie respected by the villagers, to be elected as members of the , Village 
Committee. 4 ess. 
Clause 6 mires that the President of the Village Committee “shall 
be elected. The District Magistrate wil] be empowered to select a President, 
ifthe Village Committee fails to elect a President in due time. 
Clause 7 makes Cirele Boards dependent on the existence of Village 
Committees, but is imperative when the latter exist. — ¥ é 
‘Olause 8.—The number of members of a Circle Board is fixed at 15, of 
which 10 are fo be elected. The electorate for a Circle Board is confined to 
inembers of the Village- Committees within the area, Candidates, nless 
they are already members of Village Committees, must possess the qualifica- 
tions of a village voter. Power is taken to enable the Commissioner to 
enpsi in case the full number of elective members are not elected in due 
ime. 
Clause 9.—As in the case of Local Boards the Chairman of a Oirele Board 
may either be elected by ‘the Circle Board or he may be appointed by the 
Digs rapheanes on request. 7 F eh 
use 10.—The same provisions as are contained in section 26 of the 
Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885 (Bengal Act seotin ae 
apply to the election or appointment ofa Vice-Chairman of a Circle Board, 
Clause 11 will prevent persons other than, British subjects or subj of 
any State in India from voting at elections for, or sitting as members of, Village 
Committees and Ciegle Boards. The Local Government with the approval 
‘of the Government of India, will be able to exelude any see NS 
sane i re clay ‘ vee Rae 
2 12 follows the provisibns of secti yess 
Local Self-Government Aat of 1885 in eat die Beg 
bers, ‘This power is to be exercised by the District ti 
ofa Village ee ie by the Commissioner in the ) 
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Under swb-clawse (5) a member may also be removed on the recommendation 
of the Village Committee or Circle Board if he is guilty of misconduct ‘in 
the dischasge of his duties or of any disgraceful conduct. This provision is 
based on section 19 of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884. 

Clause 13, sub-clause (1)<-The term of office of a member of a Village 
Committee or Circle Board is fixed at three years from the date of his 
election or appointinent, together with such, further period as shall elapse 
before his successor tan be chosen, 

x Sub-clause (2) provides that a member shall be eligible for re-election 
. or re-appointment at the end of the term of his office if he is not disqualified 
* for any of the reasons mentioned in swb-clause (1) or (3) of clause 12. 

Clause 14 is based dn the provisions of ‘section 43 of the Bengal Local 
Self-Government Act of 1885. It provides for the filling of casual vacan- 
cies caused by the removal of members. j 

Clause 15 follows the provisions of sections 27 and 27A of the 
Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885. The President of a Village 
Committee is to notify his intention to resign to the District Magistrate, and 
the Chairman of a Circle Board to the Commissioner. 

Clause 16 is based on section 28 of the Bengal Local Self-Government 
Act of 1885 and section 19 of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884. The power 
of removal is to be exercised by the District Magistrate in the case of the 
President of a Village Committee and by the Commissioner in the case 
of the Chairman ofa Circle Board. 

Clause 17 is based on section 29 of the Bengal Iocal Self-Government 
Act of 1885, 

Olause 18 is based on the provisions of section 29A of the Bengal 
Local Self-Government Act of 1885. As the appointed Chairman of a Circle 
‘Board is to hold office for one year, it is possible that cases will arise where 

_ his office will extend beyond the tenure of office of the Board at whose 
request he was appointed. Provision hasbeen made in the proviso to sub- 
clause (2) to meet such a contingency. 

Clauses 19 and 21 reproduce with verbal modifications sections 20 an 
32; respectively, of the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885, 4 

Clause 20 is based on section 75 of the same Act. 2 

Clause 22, sub-clause (a) confers on the Village Committee the. powers 
of the Panchayat under section 41 of the Village Chankidari Act, 1870 (Bengal 
Act VI of 1870). " : 3 

Sub-clauses (b) to(e) give to the VillageCommittee the powers of a Union 
Sommittee under section 115 of the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 
1885, and sub-clause (f) gives to them the necessary general power to carry 
out. the purposes of the Act. Sub-clauses (2) and (8) of this clause: give 
to the Village’ Committee powefs similar to those exercised by a Union 
Committee under sections 111 and 114 of the Bengal Local Self-Government 
Act of 1885. 

Clause 23, sub-clause (1), ix based on sections 11 and 12 of the Village 
Chaukidari Act, 1870, with the reservation that the views of the Village 
Committees must be considered in regard to the strength and cost of the 
establishment required. Z 

Sub-clause (2) provides that the salaries and cost of equipment of Dafadars 
and Chaukidars shall be paid by the Village Committee. 

Clause 24,—Dafadars will be appointed by the District Magistrate direct, 
and Chaukidars will be appointed by the District Magistrate on the nomina- 
tion of the Village Committee, who will exercise the powers now vested in 
Punchayats under section 85 of the Village Chaukidari Act, 1870. The 
District Magistrate may dismiss a Dafadar or a Chaukidar, and the Village 
‘Committee may, with the sanction of the District Magistrate, dismiss a 
Chaukidar, 

Clause 25 is based on the provisions of section 38 of the Village Chauki- 
dari Act, 1870, 

Clavise 26, sub-clause (1), is based on section 39,0f the Village Chaukidari 
Act, 1870, but is amplified to enable a Chaukidar to exercise the powers of a 
police-oflicer under section 54 (1) of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898. 

Sub-claise (2) defines the powers of a Dafadar. His daties, which are 
cae supervisory, will be provided for by rules gnder clause 111. 

lause 27 is based on section 40 of the Vil Chaukidari Act, 1870, but 

is restricted to Ree ande under clause 26. his will prevent persons 

i plist Yiledd the directions of a Village Bench from being taken to the 
01 


a. + 
poliGlawee 24 follows dection 42 of the Village Chaulkidari Act, 1870 
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29 confers on the Village Committee the sume powers and duties 

as agen to Union Committees by sub-sections (1), (2) and (3) of 

section 116 of the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885. Swb-clause (3) 

provides that the cost of work which the Committee is compelled to perform. 
owing to default of = Spey fi pine shall be recovered us if it were an- 

rrear of rate imposed under clause 33. 5 

urree uae a0 follows section 117 of the Bengal Local S8U-Government Act 

of 1885." i“ shi 

y 31 is based on section 118 of the Bengal Local Self-Government 
Act ot sss, In the case of Villuge Committees the Circle Board ‘will 
discharge the duties imposed on the District Board by ‘section 118 of that 

ot i case of Union Committees, 
ae Gaon 42 is based on section 118A of the Bengal Local Self-Government 
‘Act of 1885, but power has been taken to provide a penalty for voluntarily 
corrupting or fouling water, which is set apart for drinking or culinary 
8; ‘ 
To lawea 33 is based on the provisions of sections 108 and-109 of the 
Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885. Power is also taken to provide 
for the lighting of roads within a village. ‘Lhis will be necessary in small 
trading centres. ‘ ‘ . 

Clause 84 confers power upon a Village Committee to establish 
primary schools and dispensaries or to assume charge of existing schools 
and dispensaries. ha , 

Clause 35 enables District Boards to make over tu a. Village Committee 
the management of any institution or the execution of any work within 
the area admiuistered by the Committee. The funds necessary for the 
urpose Will be providea by the District Board. Under section 101 of the 
Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885, the District Board can makeover 
such work to Local Bourds. In areas where Local Boards will be abolished 
it will be necessary to have an agency to take their place. Power has been 
taken by means of item 20 of Schedule LI to enable the Distriet Board to 
make grants for this and other cognate purposes out) of the Distriet Fund. 
Clause 46 may also be compared. 

Clause 3¢ is based on section 118B of the Bengal Local Self-Government 
Act of 1885. E 

Clause 37, while enabling a Village Committee to appoint-a Secretary 
toassistitin carrying out the purposes of the Act, gives the Committee 
discretion in regard to the.amount of his salary. 

Clause 38,—For carrying out the purposes of this Act. the Village Com- 
mittee will impose the rate provided in this clause. Swb-clause (@) pres- 
cribes that the amount to be raised*shall cover the pay and the cost of 

equipment of Dafudars and Chaukidars as well as the salary of the Secre- 
tary. The excess percentage has been reduced from the 15 per cent. 
provided in section 13 of the Village. Chaukidari Act, 1870, to 10 per cent., 
because it is contemplated that a paid Secretary will be employed instead of 
a collecting panchayat. The Village Committee will be given a free hand 
as to the incidence of taxation for this object within the limits imposed 
by clause 39, and subject to a power of revision of the assessment list); 
the District Magistrate under clause 41. Sub-clause (b) provides that ine 
rate shall also include the amount required for the administration and 
improvement of the village. Subject to the conditions imposed in this 
sub-clause and in clause 39 and the revisional powers of the District Magis- 
trate under clause 41, there will be no limit tothe rate, as it is intended 
that the villagers shall have liberty in self-taxution. 

Clause $4.—This clause is based on section 15, of the Village Chaukidart 
ont che aaeeeeneat fp be imposed under clause 88 will be according 
0 circumstances und the ; i 
Liabls tovthe sam property. within the village of the persons 

Clause 40—The procedure for assessment will be det i 
but provision on the lines of section 19-0f the Village Chaukidart ee 1840! 
eererns ae for revision of assessment by the Village Committee in cases 


Clause 41 js based on section 20 of the Vill; 


lage Chaukidari Act, 1870. 
Clause 42 provides Wat ment nec 
dance with rules made mndengloe in Tepes cielo 


‘The latter half of the ¢ 
izes the Secretary to distrai ; ‘ ; a 
are eh ry rain and follows. section 27 of. the ‘Village Chavet: 
Clause 43, sub-clause (1), allows. distraint 
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according to rules to be made under clause 111. Sub-clauses (2) and (3) 
embody section 32 of the Village Chaukidari Act, 1870. x 

\ Clause 44.--To enable arrears of the village rate to be realized from 

ersons who have not sufficient moveable’property within the village, power 

fe been taken on the lines of section’ 127 of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884, 
to sell a defaultér’s property situated outside the village. 

Olawse’ 45 reproduces, the provisions of section 8f of the Village 
Chaukidari Act, 1870. 

Clause 46.—This clause should be read with item 20 of Schedule ITT. 

Clause 47,—All receipts of the Village Committee and of the Village 
Bench and Village Court will be credited to the Village Fund, 

The expenses of the Village Bench or Village Court and of the Village 
Committee as well.as the compensation to be paid to owners and occupiers 
of huts or privies removed under clause 29 will be paid out of the Fund. 

«The salary of the Secretary and the salaries and cost of equipment 
of Dafadars and Chaukidars are declared to be the first charge on the Fand, 

Provision has also been made to prevent the diversion to other purposes 
ofany money made over by the District Board for any specific purpose. 

Clause 48,—This clause enables the Local Government to realize under 
the Bengal Pablic Demands Recovery. Act, 1913 (Bengal Act III of 1913), 
money advanced by them to defray the charges of watch and ward if the 
Village Committee makes default in payment, 

Clause 49 declares the duties of Circle Boards, which will include super- 
vision, and also the maintenance of communications in which several villages 
have @ common interest and the performance of any duty entrastel to them 
by the District Board. 

Clause 50 provides the necessary establishment, and a Circle Fund is 
established by clause 51. 

Clause 52 provides by means of a schedule for the delegation of certain 
of the powers and duties of the District Magistrate under this Act. ¥ 

Clauses 53,54 and 55 provide for the decision of disputes on the same 
lines as sections 133, 135, 136 and 137 of the Bengal Local ‘Self-Government 
Act of 1885, : 

» Clauses 56, 57 and 58 follow sections 120, 121 and 122 of the Bengal 
Local Self-Government Act of 1885, 

Clauses 60,61 and 62. correspond to sections 125, 131 and 132 of the 
Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885. The power of control however 
is to be exercised in the case of a Village Committee by the District 
Magistrate and in the case of a Circle Board by the Commissioner (see, 
clause 59). qi 

Clauses 63, 64, and 65 apply the emergency provisions contained in 
sections 124, 126 and 127, respectively, of the Bengal Local Self-Government 
Act of 1885. f 

Clauses 66 and 67 apply aa abt of sections 139 and 140 of the 
Henge! Local Self-Government Act of 1885 to by-laws made by Circle 

OBKS, ~' 

Clause 68 follows section 144 of the Bengal Local Self-Government’ Act 
‘of 1885, but makes an exception in‘ favour of a member of a Vill Com- 
mittee acting with the sanction of the Circle Board, owing to the “Riticulty 
in suite villages of obtaining suitable contractors to carry. out local 
works: 

Clauses 69 and 70 correspond to sections 145 and 142, respectively, of 
the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885. t; 

- Clause 71 is based on section 155 of the Calcutta Improvement Act, 
1911, and section 27 of the Bengal Medical Act, 1914. This clause is! intended 
to prevent unnecessary harassment of local bodies or members thereof when 
they act in good faith’and with due care and attention. 

Clause 72 corresponds to section 146 of the Bengal Local Self-Govern- 
ment Act of 1885, ‘ 

_ Clause 73 abolishes the Panchayats and ‘the Union Committees and 
Local Boards in any district in which Village Committees and Circle Boards 
are constituted. This necessitates the modification of the existing Village 
Chaukidari Act “the Local Self-Government Act in those areas. The 
modifications are set out in extenso in Schedule III 8 the Bill. 

‘Power has also been taken under this claase to revive these Acts in any 

. area from which the proposed Act is withdrawn at any time. 

_. Sub;elause (3) empowers the Local Government to dispose of properties 

phatase Calon Goimniittee when it is abolished. 
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Clause 74 provides for the constitution of Village Benches in sclected 
y (minal cases. { Sabi pousestan 
eC inile metey Tiek that when cases of the kinds specified in Part of 
Schedule V occur in the village they may be tried by the Village Bench to 
which more serious cases of the kinds: Specified in Part B may also be 
transferred by the District or Subdivisional Magistrate, It will, however, 
be open to a complainant to institute the case in the ordinary ‘ourts, if he is 
so disposed, but a Magistrate before whom a complaint triable by # sete 
Bench is brought may refer the complainant to the Village Dene te the 
Madras Village Courts Act ‘Amendment Bill, 1917, el. 17, propo: section 
76(7)).. The ‘District and Subdivisional Magistrates will also ‘have the 

power to transfer cases from the file of a Village Bench. : j 
Clause 76 provides for the institution of cases before a Village Bench, 
and the recording of complaints madg orally in the village. nt M, 
Clause 77 provides for the summary dismissal of false and frivolous 
complaints, and for the refusal by the Bench to take cognizance of certain 
case 





es, 
ise 78 provides for the dismissal of complaints for default. 

Clause 9 empowers the Bench to secure the attendance of the accused, 
who will not be arrested on warrant except by order of a eh rem ‘Ifan 
accused, who has absconded, is forwarded in‘ custody by the Magistrate; he 
‘will be detained in custody in the village till the Bench can. be ‘assembled ‘to 
try the case. Cases of detention will be few as the Magistrate will ordinarily 

rant bail in petty cases. . 
gant bail in, petty ce that there shall bé no appeal from an order. of the 
Village, Bench, but that the Subdivisional Magistrate or the District Magis- 
trate where there is no Subdivisional Magistrate, shall have power to order 
retrial of the case either by an ordinary ériminal court or by a Village Bench 
if there has been a serions failure of justice. 3 

Clause 81—The Village Bench may sentence an acéused toa fine’ up to 
Rs. 25, and may order a complainant who has brought a frivolous or vexa- 
tious complaint to pay compensation to a like amount, colt 

As in the Code of Criminal Procedure, provision is made for imprison~ 
ment in default of payment of fine or compensation, but sategouaa have 
been imposed to relieve the offender, of further liability when justice has 
been sufficiently vindicated, and to exempt women from imprisonment. 

Clause $2 empowers the Local Government to constitute Village 
Courts in selected local areas for the trial of all or any of the classes of civil 
suits specified in clause 83. : - * 

Clause 83 is subject to the provision of clause 84 and provides, firstly, 
thgt certain classes of petty suits for money or for moveable property similar 
to those triable by Village Courts in the United Provinces under the United 
Soe ee see TLL of 1802 may be tried by. Village Courts in Bengal, the 
Courts of the Munsif having concurrent jurisdiction. The limit of jurisdic- 
tion of Villuge Courts in Bengal in regard to such suits has been raised to 
Rs, 25, which is slightly more than the limit imposed in the United Provinces 
and Madras. 

Tt will be open to either party to move the Munsif for the transfer to 
the ordinary courts of any suit specified:in seb-clauses (a), (b) and (¢). > ‘4 

Provision has also been made by sub-clause (d) that suits of the same 
classes but of a int a money value may also be instituted in the Village 
Court, if the plaintiff so desires, but that a defendant in such cases may claim 
a transfer to the ordinary civil court. ; Y 

Clause 84- follows section 9 of the United Provinces Act III of 1892, but 
also exeludes.from the jurisdiction of the Village Court all kinds of snits in 
regard to rent.and suits for enforcement of a mortgage debt against the 
praperty. ina and aaa mei for abs redemption of a. morignres 

use efines the limits of the local j 

Const in or a crest se alan o cal jurisdiction 0! ee Halage 

F lause 86. provides for the institution of ‘suits be y 
siren le isin weston, either oral or written. fare! Vitiags Conete wen 

" use 87 provides for the dismissal of suits that bar i 
tion, and for the procedure to. be adopted by sy iilectibonsie tn Bouag D 
penne ats om afe onal their jurisdiction. a ion 

lause 88 provides for the dismissal PRS 0 
te Village Court to restore a Sr hpaepe een tina Ring: cca 
ies bed gn: by section $2 of Madras Act I o! 6 


sci eae enables the Village Court to call on the defenda at F 






















‘Panr TV] 2H CALoUTA ZEV'TE, APRIL 10, 1918. 





powers. lage Court to decide the suit ex parte if the 
a] it, aud if it is proved that due notice was eeot to 
Provisions similar to those contained in section 33 of 
Madras Act I of 1889 have been inserted enabling the defendant to apply for 
restoration of the suit on showing good cause for his ‘nOn-appearance, 

Clause 91 follows section 34 of Madras Act I of 1889. + ” 

+ Olausé 92. gives the ‘Village Court power to add parties to the suit at any) 
stage of the trial, subject to the provision that a party so addéd must receive 
‘due notice and may claim that the hearing of the suit be commenced 
de novo. i 

Clause 93 prescribes that the Village Court is not to proceed with the 
trial of any suit which is barred under the tan! or of res judicata or lis 
pendens, It follows section 6 of Punjab Act VI of 1919, 

Clause 94, which. is based on section 45 of Madras. Act I. of 1889, 
prescribes that the decision of the Court shall be such’ as may seem just, 
equitable and according to good conscience. 

» Clause 95 corresponds with section 17 of Punjab Act VIof 1912 and 
empowers the Court to allow the realization of. money or any moveablg pro- 
-perty by instalments, . Z 

Clause -96declares that the decision of a Village Court shal] not be 
subject to appeal but enables either party to the suit to apply to the District 
Jndge for an order for retrial if the District Judge is satistied that there 
has been a:serious failure of justice, 

Clause 97 enables a suit to proceed when the plaintiff or defendant 
dies during the pendency of the suit. 

* Clause 98, which follows’ section 22 of Madras Act L-of 1889, requires 
that if-a party applies to have a suit withdrawn from a Village Court orto. * 
have it retried, he siiall at the time of making the application pay into the 


Court, it may order a refund of the fees. 

Clause 99.—This clause prescribes a simple seale for calculating the 
costs.of a suit tried by a Village Court... In practice the expenses of a Village 
Court will not be large, but a small fee by way of costs must be realized from 
the parties to defray working expenses, “Costs realized by the Village fourt 
Will not therefore be payable to the parties, but they will be eredited to the 
Village Fund out of which the expenses of the Court will be met. The 
absence» of court-fees’ will reduce thé expenses of parties to a negligible 
amount in almost every case (cf. clause 110). i 

Clause’! 100. provides for the disallowance of costs if any suit is insti- 
tuted‘in the Court of a Munsif, which in the opinion of the Munsif ought sto 
have been instituted inthe Village Court. It is based on ‘clause’ 8 of the 
Madras Village Courts Act Amendment Bill, 1917, Y 

Clause 101 empowers the Village Court to declare the value of a claim 
inva suit whete the claim is hot for a specified sum of money. 

~~ Clause.102 provides for the execution of a decree of a Village Vourt 
when that Court cannot grant satisfaction, and is based on sections 22 and 
23 of Panjab Act Viof 1912. An application for execution of a Village 
Court decree by a Munsif. will not be entertained unless a ‘certificate is 
uttached to the éffect that application for execution has been made in due 


The costs of execution will be paid to the decree-holder in cases in which he 
will be put to expense in” obtaining execution and the costs in the suit in 
Such cases will be credited to. Government instead of to the Village Fund. 
This will tend to discourage slackness by Village Courts in executing their 
own eftienn “ 
| Clause 1038.—The Court-fees Act; 1870, the Code of Criminal Procedure, 
1898, excepting Chapter XXXIITI, and the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, will 
©. not apply to pro 8 before a Village Bench or Village Court. Minor 
f tails of procedure will be provided for by simple rules made under clause 111, 
id xecution of decrees in respect of immoveable Property will also be pro- 
hi for by rules under'that clause. , 
stpher se 104 provides that the President of the Vi lage Committee if he is 
@ member of the Village Bench or Court Shall presid®, and that the decision 
shall follow the opinion of the majority, c 
Clause 105, lause (2) is based* on section 16 of Punjab Act VI of 
912, but exempts from ‘onal appearance persons who are already 
‘under section 133 (2) ‘of the ode of Civil Procedure, 1908. 
(2) authorizes a Bench or Court to eefuse to summon or to 


2 ¥ 





pear by agent. 
Provinces Act LIL 
er to exclude the village tout. 
(8) bars the appearan 


‘Clause 109 provides forthe main 
by the Village and Village Court. 
may be required to niain by rules 
reas 110.—Owing to the’ levy: 


nba iene Village Bench 
interested. 


ioe the provisions of 
1 section. 


116 correspo! Local 
in it. * opie 
"Ta pov lo he in a 
ta : 
| of the penne oe 
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fe get ¢ mn Pay . 
‘Proceedings of the Bengal Leyisiative Council. 
a 


“GOVERNMENT OF SENGAL. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, 


datrasi of the Proceedings of “the Bengt Legislative Coungil assembled under 
© 6. * the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915, 





< ‘mg Council mot 7h the att Chamber‘at Government it @louse; Calcutta, 
on 'T sees. cing 18th Deeeriber, 1917, at 11 a.m. 


“ x <5 


Present 3 


His Lizoaplene yao Right Hon’ blo®Lawrence JoungLumizy Dunpas, Earn 
or RonaLpsH&Y, G.c.u., Governor of the Presidency of Fort 
William in Bengal, pe fe 

The Hon'ble su Hexey Wueevkx, K.c.1. & ©.8.1. 

The Hon'ble Sir 8. P. ‘Sinn, KT. 

The » Hgn'ble MroJ. G. Cosma, ¢.8.1., 6.1.8. 

“The on’ble oes W..R. Epwarps, ¢.8., c.a.a. 

Whe Hon’ ble Mr. C. Jy Saari ay 0.¥.0. 

5 the Hon'ble Mn: J. sik ‘com, C84. Cals z 


oe \ 





4 
_ ‘The Hon'ble Mr. Js Donen: 


‘The Hon’ble Mr. Le Pe, 8. 0" raat 
‘Tho Hon'ble Mx. F. A. A ‘Cowner. 
‘Pho Hon'ble Mat. 0. HBowmat kg 
The Hon'ble Mr. W.'G. Worpvswortt ogy 
The Hon'ble Mx. C. F. Parnty : 
The Hon'b ble Mr. E. B. H. Panton. 


‘The Hon'ble De. Nunratan Sieean, 
‘The Hon'ble Mx. J. Mackenat®. ae ot . 
The Hon'ble Ma. .W. H. He Aoey-Woon, 
The Hon'ble Mre“Aminpet Ramin. os ae 
The fon’ ble Raga* Hnisnrkest Lana ¢ CALE. ie 





* aPhe Hon'ble "Mk. Buovasi Cau Morten, lil. a ri 













‘The Hon'ble Six Bily Oxkxn ‘Marra, | K.CB.L4 x.cthe., a0... 
5 ge ee 


Maharajdhiraja Bahadur of tag se 
The Hon'ble Kumar Sip SHEKHARESWAR Ray. " 
‘The Hon'ble Basu BrosenpRa ‘Kisngr Ray Cuaupaurt 
‘The Hon’ble Mr. Arun Crrawpra Sinan: le & “* 
‘The Hon'ble Dr. Depa” ‘Prasap’ Sanwapiucaks, CLE. : 
‘The Hon’ ble Rar Desenper CxUNDER Gos BAADUR. 
The Hon'ble Rar Rapna Caran Pav Banavur. 


a Tne 
Se 
- 


~ 


‘The Hon'ble M&F. W. Capret, ne.) > Ce ine 


'Dhe Hon'ble SueA."Brexayee, «1. ri 
‘The Hon'ble Mx, E. B. Even, ae ri 
| «Phe Hon'ble, Mn. BY . Mat. ow aie 
The Hon'ble*Mavuvr BOL, Kase, oe ~* om * 
‘Tho Hon'ble Mx. M. Asmar Ari Kuan Cuampaet (3 


The Hon'ble Mauuyr A. K. re eet 









The Hon'ble Kuan Sani Aman /AUL se ‘ 
‘The Hon'ble Basu: BUABENDRA Cuawpea Ray. ‘ 
The Hon'ble Mx. Avrar Au = es 


pe 
Tho Hon’ ble Rar Sau Nang B Ray Banapur. 


e The Hon'ble Rat Mason, Cin, Mens Basa 
the Hon'ble Basu Sonmnpea Nava bie, - 
‘The Hon’ble Banu Mauenota Nara Ray, oi i 
‘The Hon'ble Mit K; B. Durr, “ : 
Tho Hon'ble Bay Hesuont Mowan Guaupmean me 
The Hoh’ ble haf Ancora Cae a eae i 
















Answerby the Hon'ble Mryikerr :— 


——— * 
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eee Questions. and Anders. 2 
“en LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 1. 
~ . STARRED QUESTIONS. 
»» The following starred geet were replied to :— . * 7 


ee . 


i i 
. By the Hon’ble Rar Manunbra CHANDRA Mirra Banapur’—- 


; “1. Will the ‘Govermnient be pleased to'state whether it is a fact that 
‘non-official visitors to jails in Bengal havo been informed that they are not 

™ allowed to inspect ‘or inquire “abou ‘political prisoners in jails, ‘and, if the 
answer is in the ‘Affirmative, whether any stéps. haye'been: taken to appoint 

special vistors for Sach prisoners? _"* ages pe % . 


“ s 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Keri 
aed « 





"1 ig sande¥stood that the question Tefers to persons detained under 

_ Regulation“IIT of 1818. These Persons are detained under the warrant of 
the Government of India and the Regulation provides for the appointment 
of Visitors. Such visitors have been appoiiited | by the Government of India 
and are distinct from. the ordifiary jail visitors appointed by the local 

* Government. © Instruetiong have been issued accordingly to the jail avthor- 
ities.” : 


» By the Hon’ble Rat Manenrra Cuanpra Mrrra Banapur :— 
: heehee “i 


*2.. (a) Is it a fact that at the Bagerhiat Jail in the digtriet of Khulna, 
Hindu, prisoners are compelled to take their food from: utensilsused by 
Muhammadans? % “a : 


(6) If the answer be in the affirmative, iain the Government BS leased 
to state whether they. are taking.any steps to remedy this state of affaits ? 


‘No. “Phere aire separate cooki Gt ments and utensils for 
Hindos and Muhammndans - id va 


tan 


By'the Hon'ble Rar MAnENDRA Cuaxpra Mitka Bauapniy :— 


“3. Will Pe RY ‘be pleased to state how much money is likely 
to be spent by the 31s March, 1918, out of.the Special grant of Rs. 2} lakhs 
provided in the.Budget for’ 1917-18, for mitigating the effects of floods in 
the Burdwan Division ? ‘ : bse 

‘ t 
tobe 4 e 


‘Atieivor by the Hon'ble Mri Cowzey :-— 
<a rgag antici, that the full grant of Rs. 2P lakh: 
ig tho’ lects oe in 


rovided in.the 


Non-official 
Visitors and 
political 
Prisoners. 


Hindu prisoners 
in Bagorhat Jail. 


Burdwan flood, 


Pmt fess a eR he ee a ads inthe Duran Divi | 
o - - 5 * e * 


el “ ‘ 


Villago Union 
Commitices, 


Co-operative 
movement iu 
Beupal. 


_. Committees ¢ é 


. pleased to state whether they are taking any, steps for the expansion | 
‘ ha 
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Sea ee eee ee ee sau pomcngis 
Questions and Answors. Pets: 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 


The answers to the following ungtarred questions were laid on the 
Sy Ley OTR Ce Z By 


table :— * 


By the Hon'ble Mr. Provas# Cutnper Mrtters ‘ 


I. (a) Will the Government be. pleased to. give an approximate idea of 
the total number of, Village Union Committees that will have to he. foquel in, 
order to parcel out all the districts in the Préyince of “Bengal into Village 
Union Committees 4 ah, ren oA ig 


5 Dae hoa 
(6) Hew many Village Union Committees have been formed up to date? 
c) At.therate of progress*for the last three years, what time is it likely, 


to take to parcel ont the whole of the Provinge . into, Villages Union 


(a) What is the existing machinery: foristarting, guiding and super- 
vising Village Union Committees ¢ : Pons «ot a aes ed 
(0) Is the existing machinery Well ‘able'to cope with the work, indica- 


sted in clause (2)1 fm et 


Answer by tine Hon'ble Mr. O’Mathey = : eee Pa 


P ‘ z 
. “@ Taking the average area of a Union-as 10 to,12 square-miles, the 
number is 7,000 to 7,180. a 


(b) The,total number sanctioned up to date is 233. ¥ 


* 
(c) Ten Union Committees were formed in 1914-15, 8 in 1915-16, and 72 
jn 1916-17 ; the formation of 77 more“Unions. has been sanctioned since the 
end of the Jast@ear. The’ rate of. progress in the does not afford a 
criterion ef the rate.that may be possiblein the future.” It is hoped that when 
the Village Self-Government Bill passes into law, there will bea rapid 
extension f village self-governing boilies and that eventually there will be 
a network of them :throughout, the Presidency. 


“yf : wishin 88 Fy bal keen cate 

(@) Recently the District Board of Murshidabad has submitted proposals 
for starting Union Committees, ‘but with this exception the initiative has 
hitherto heen taken by the local officers of Government. The Union. Com- 
mittees are under the control of the District Boards, but-in practice they are 
cepencestt for guidance and supervision on the District and ubdivisional 
Officers, a also on Circle Officers in districts in wifich such haye been. 
appointed, edie 9 


(e) The number of Union Committees has, until recent years, been 
smal] that the machinery has been adequate. P: is at, present 
by the limited number of Circle Officers a¥ailable, but it is hoped to increase 
the number of these officers very considerably during the next ew years.” 
“= ay: 





By ghe Hon'ble Mr. Provaéat Crcwnen Marri =" > 


, \ per y 
Il. Taking into account the facts that the total number of- members of - 
. the Co-operative Credit Societies in Bengal is only 121,833 (eluding on 


agricultural societies) and the total agricultural population i 

will the Government be pleased to ye an a time 

it is likely to take to @nfer the benefits of the co-operative mov on at 

least half the agricultural population of Bengal ? Awill ie errant 
x 


movement ? 


. bad he 


f se Pee 
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“. : Questions and Answers. 
* Fi 3 
Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerrn:— + s ae 


“A statement is laid on the-table showii 
ning of the Co-operative movement the numbe 
of members in the districts 


ing for each year since the begin- 
rv of societies and the number . 
which now constitute the Presidency of Bengal. 


The Hon’ble Member is reminded that’ the rate of progress shown by this 
statement is‘far more rapid than,was the rate of progress of Raiffeisen Loan 


Banks in G 
1854, 


began to multiply perceptibly, and the number of 2,000 was reached in 189 
37 years after thé inauguration of the first bank. Government are not 
ing the date.by which half of the’ agricultural 


ear one Bengal will be ve 


~ Mente» 


Statement referred to tn the answer by, the Hon'ble Mn. Kenn to question No. IT 


The question of increasin; 
more rapid expansion is under consideration.” 


nee. 


iving.the benefits of the Co-operative mov 


ig the staff of the department with a view to 


ermany. The-fitst German bank was opened in 1849, the second in 
the third in 1862, andthe fourth in 1868, It was not until 1880 that the 


e- 


(unstarred)asked by the Hon'ble Mr, Provasn Cutnper Mrrrer at the 
Council Meeting of the 18th December, 1917, showing the progress of the 
Co-operative movement in Bengal during the period 1904-05 to 1916-17. ~ 


Year. 





© 1916-17 


Numberof Go. Number of 





Operative Societics, members, 
om 20 957 
ie 34 W167 
83 4,621 
225 8,043 
weg BAL 11,918 
473 Wy 20,732 
‘ 719 29,6 
943 38,569 
1,121 57,061 
1,663 90,368) te 
1,992 107,118 
21243 121,833 * 


3,086 143,448 


By the Hon'ble Mr. Provasa Cxonber Mrrrer :— 


the meetii 


= 


TIL. | (c) Has any bifioer been 
primary education in 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mn. O'Matiey :— 


ave, 
“tiie 


“Mr. M. P. West, of the Indian Educational Service, has been 
on special 
to conduct a survey 


expeeted to submit 


By the Hon’ble Mr. Provasn Crunper Mirrer:> 4 


IV. 


es a 


duty for six months. with effect from the Ist November, 
of the state of primary education in Bengal. He is 
his report on the conclusion of his special duty.” 


. Will the Government be pleased to sak the reason for not admi 
eligible femalestudents into the Calcutta Medical College ? 


25) 


jointed to inquire into the question of Primary 
as promised by the Hon'ble Sir S. 
of the Council held in September ? 

If so, who has been so appointed ¢ 

When did he start his work and when is he likely to submit his report ? 


Sinha at eduestionin , 


Bengal. 


placed 
1917, 


it- Female medical 
students, 


6 WHE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, JANUARY 9 1918. (Parw TVA 





= 


Questions and Answers. — 








‘Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donatp :— 


“ Government welcome .,.the 0| portunity of giving a general statement, 
of the'facts of this case, which will incidentally answer questions TV—V11. 

Tn 1884, the late Maharani Svarnamoyee came forward to supplement 
the efforts which were then being made by the local Government to encourage 
the provision of qualified female medieal practitioners, and made a dona- 
tion of Rs. 14 lakhs for the promotion. of female medical education. “She 
imposed no restrictions upon the mode in which her gift should be adminis- 
tored, but it was understood at the time that she would be gratified-if the 
money was expended on the construction of a hostel for Indian ladies study- 
ine medicine in Calcutta. Arrangements were consequently made for the 
construction of the hostel in the grounds ‘of the Medical College, Caleutta, 
which now bears the name of the donor, at a total initial cost 0: Rs, 1,66,869; 
the difference between that sum and ‘the amount given being borne by 
Government, Subsequent to-that date, major improvements have been made 
in the hostel at a cost of Rs. 9,300. which has also been -paid by Government. 
‘The management and control of the hostel-was at first entrusted to the 
Bengal Branch of the Committee of the Dufferin Fund, but since 1913 it 
has been iri the hands of the Governing Body of the Medical College; the 
whole cost of upkeep. is. met from provincial revenues, and the staff attached 
are treated as Government servants. There are at present, 18 lady 
etudents at the College, of whom only one is of pure Indian nationality. 
In the last five years only 16 lady students have qualified, and of these ty 
two bear Indian names; out of the 18 lady students referred to only 11 come. 
from Bengal. 


‘As ig known, the number of male students in the Medical College has 
inéreased largely in recent years, the total being returned as 1,040 in 1917-18, 
as compared with 149 in 1889-90. It is also well known that more 
students apply for admission to the College than ‘can be accommodated. 
Apart from this increase in the numbers to be taught, the expansion of the 
activities of the institution in many directions has led to an acute pressure 
on the space available within its boundaries, and it has become very desir- 
able to find more accommodation for various purposes. Objection, again, 
has frequently been taken to the education of male and female medical 
students in the same institution, and there are various drawbacks attachin; 
to arrangements for a few ladies only in a college of over 1,000 students o' 
the other sex. & 


~ In these circumstances, a proposal was’ mooted thatthe hostel should 
be taken over for the general work of the College, while arrangements 
should be made for the education of lady students elsewhere. The Lady 
Hardinge Medical College at Delhi was started with the deliberate purpose 
of giving separate medical education to ladies in an institution s' by 
ladies, and if the female students who had hitherto resorted to the Calcutta 
Medical College hetook themselves in future to Delhi, their training could 
be completed in entirely suitable surroundings. Pending a final decision 
on this-suggestion, ‘the admission of more lady students to the Medical 
Gillen was suspended, and it may be mentioned that no Tndian student has, 
neg fact icine He Colege joe 1911-12; in any event, the present arrange- 
ill be continued until those iti \ ae 
iaition, ee at present under tuition coe oy 
_ There has been subsequent discussion regarding the precise faciliti 
which might: be offered to ladies aboot Ter oh avniee to ii ‘i 
enguiries have been. made of the authorities of the Delhi — 
as to the possibility fF admission there of ladies from this - provinee. No 
final decision has*been come to in the matter, and there is ‘ish to deal ¥ 
it, If 
f mo : fee 














with the question without hearing" the views of interested 
the latter will communicate hele Gatien hey wit be duly 








a 


sa 4 
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Questions and Answers. 


There is no.intention of depriving ladies in Bengal of the opportunity for 
medical training; the scheme outlined would ensure this opportunity in cir- 
cumstancs more suitable than those which at,present exist, while incidentally 
facilitating the work of the Medical College in. the mantier described. The 
action which has been taken has been with the knowledge of the Hon’ble 
Maharaja Manindra Chandra Nandi, of Cossimbazar, as representing the 
deceased donor. ; . 3 
As regards the specific reference in question VIT of the Eden Hostel, 

that institution is excellently fitted for the training of men and women in 
gynecology, but it is not a xenana hostel; it is al ready fully utilised for . 

rposes of training, and is in fact almost inadequate for the numbers’ of 
»students under instruction.” 


+ By the Hon’ble Mr. PRovasi Cuunper Mrrrer :-— 


Vv, @ Is it a fact that the late Maharani Swarnamoyee built a hostel  ttostel for 
for facilitating the study of medicine by women in India? Semi medical 
() Tf so, is that building a trust building.in the possession of the Govern. *""!™ 

ment? s 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donatp :— : 
- “The Hon'ble Member is referred to the statement made in reply to 
question No, IV.” . 


By the Hon'ble Mr. Provasu Cuvnner Mirren i 

_ NI If it is a fact that pigs female students are no longer admitted sfedical studios 
into the Medical College, will the Government be pleased to state how it is amongst fomale 
Lei to facilitars medical studies amongst-female students especially in_stadents. 

this Province? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Donanp :-— 


“ The Hon'ble Member is referred to the statement made in reply to 
question No. TV.” . 


By the Hon’ble Mr. Provasn Caunnrr Mirrer :— ey 


VIT. (a) Ate the Government aware of the opinion that has been: Medical training 
expressed that the Eden Hospital is one of the best, if not the best, institu- fer women. 
tion for the ical training of women in India, and especially for the relief 
of ze women 

(6) Is this institution fully utilised for such training ¢ 


~ Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donatp :-— 


“ The Hon'ble Member is referred to the statement made in reply to 
“question No, TV:” “ 5 


_ By the Hon’ble Mauivr A. K. Fazu-vt-Hag :— 


VII. (a) Is it a fact that Muhammadan boarders have been directed ubammadan 
to remove from the boarding quarters attached to the Dacca College to rooms jt 
in the Secretariat building 3 ; 

(b) What were the total charges, item by item, which boarders had to 


iy in the boardi arters and what will be the total charges, item 
byoe heSeearat ne 


it? 
(c) Will the Government be pleased to state, in detail, the reasons which" 
Nb aaa remove the Muhammadan.students from the College boarding 
- quarters to the Secretariat? te oh 





Conversion of 
Molisin grants 
into scholarships. 


Vacancies in thie 
Alipoge Judge's 
Court. 


Grievances of 
a Mahonmadan 
probationer: 
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Questions ‘all Answers. 


‘Answer by the Hlon’ble Mr, O’MAuLey }— : . x 
“@ Yes. , re ania ‘ ¥ 
(b) The charge for Muhammadan students in the Dacca ate hostel 
was only Re. 1-14 a month, viz., Re. 1 on account» of electric light, 10 &nnas 
‘on account of conservancy ‘and 4 annas on account of the hire of furniture. 
The number of Muhammadans in the College hostel was 34, and the same 


number of boarders in the Secretariat building pay Re. 1-14 or, if they + 


provide their own furniture, Re, 1-10. Others pay Rs. 3-8 a month. The 
question whether the scale of fees should be revised 18 under the consideration 
of Government. ‘ t r vere 

(c) It was decided to open a. hostel in the Secretariat building in order 
that Muhammadan students living in unsuitable localities might be provided 
with good hostel accommodation and brought near the College, the gymnasium. 
and the playing-fields; and it was. considered desirable that those living in the 
College hostel should live together with their Muhammadan fellowéstudents> 


By the Hon’ble MauLvr A. RK. Fazi-vi-Hag :— ¥ 


1X. (@ Will the Government be pleased to state whether denne . 


non-official Muhammadan gentlemen were consulted before the conversion o} 
Mohsin gam into scholarships was decided upon? " 

(b) Lf so, will the Government be pleased to lay on the table copies of 
opinions received ‘from such sources ¢ « 


‘Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O'MALLEY i— 


“ (a) It is presumed that the Hon’ble Member refers to the conversion 
into stipends of the grant given from the Mohsin Fund torschools and. colleges 
‘on account of short fee payments of Muhammadan pupils and students. e 
answer is in the negative. : 


(b) In view of the answer to (a) this question does not arise.” 


By the Hon'ble Mavtv1 A. K. Fazt-ut-Hag :— 


X—Is it a fact that recently on the occasion of a few vacancies in the 
Alipore Judge's Court, Muhamniadan applications were-not entertained, and 
that the vacancies were all filled up by the appointment of- Hindus? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. KERR :— 


“ Recently there were nine vacancies for probationers in the office of 
the District Judge, 24-Patganas, and there were 105 applicants, of whom 
seven were Muhammadans. The District Judge considered their applica- 
tions, but was unable to appoint, any of them on. that occasion. ubse- 
quently, when three more vacancies occurred, the Judge sent for six of the 
Muhammadans who had previously applied. Only two, however, appeared; 
one was over age, but the other was appointed.” 


By the Hon’ble Mautyi A. K. Fazi-ur-Hag :— > 


XL—(a) Will:the Government be pleased to state whether the follow~ 
ing statement is correct :— ee *s : 

One Tejarat entered the Jessore Collectorate as a probationer, after 
having passed the Entrance Examination and served at Magura 
as a contparing clerk for five years since 1912. His ~ services 
were dispensed with owing to & fall in copying fees. At about 
this time, there was & vacancy in the Collector's office and many 
Muhammadans, inchuding Tejarat, applied. The” int 
was given to a Hindu who was much junior to Tejarat ; 


# 
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t Questions and Answers. 


) Will the Government he pleased to state the total number of minis: 
terial officers in the Jessore Collectorate, and also how many of these are 
Muhammadans ? a 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state why the ppeitiment in the 
-vacaney referred to in clause (a) above was not given to ‘Tejarat or to any 
Muhammadan and also why @°Hindu, junior to Tejarat, was selected? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (a) and (0) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to 
the question’on the same subject [LV (¢)] asked by the Hon’ble Maulvi 
Abul Kasem in the Council meeting held on the 20th November, 1917. 


(6) There are 59 ministerial officers in the Jessore Collectorate, of whom . * 


14,are Muhammadans.” 
By the Hon'ble Mautyi A. K. Fazt-u1-Hag :— 


we a Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table all Papers Supervision of 
tl 


relating to 
of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars ? 

() What were the objects-for which the Permanent Committee was 
originally established and on what principles have appointments to the Per- 
manent Committee been made in the q ~ 

(c) What has beep the average annual expenditure on account of the 
travelling allowances of members of the Permanent Committee for the 
period— » : 


()) from the establishment of the Committee up to the 30th November, 
1917, 


(i) from the coustitution of ‘the present Presidency up to the 30th, 
November, 1917. 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 

“ (@, The Permanent Committee for the supervision of Muhaimmadan 
Marriage Registrars was constituted by a resolution of the Governnient of 
Bengal dated the 31st ue 1884. A copy of paragraph 9 of that. resclution 
which relates to the Pefthanent Committee, and a copy of the rules for their 
guidance referred to therein are“laid on the table. 

(b) The objects are stated in the rules which have been laid on tie table. 
Muhammadan gentlemen who were believed to be in a position to advise 
Government regarding the administration ofthe Act have been appointed to 
the Committee. ee ee ‘ 

(c) (i) Travelling allowance was ‘first paid to Eastern Bengal members 
in 1908 and to Western Bengal members in 1916. No figures are available , 
tor the period before April 1, 1913. 

(i) Rs, 444.” a 
Rules for the guidance of the Permanént Committee for the supervision of 

Muhammadan Registrars appointed under Act I (8.C.) of 1876, and of 

Kazis appointed under Act XII of 1880, (Referred to in the answer by 

the Hon'ble Mx. Kenn to question No. XII asked by the Hon'ble Mavuvi 

A. K. Fazn-vr-Hag at the Council Meeting of the 18th December, 1917.) 

1, ‘The Committee shall consist of five or more members appginted by the Local 
Government, the appointments being notified in the Calcutta te. The Inspector- 
General of Registration for the time being shall be ex oficio President of the Committeo, 
Three members to form a quorum. In case of the death, resignation, or inability (from 


ny cause) to act of,any member, the President shall submit a fresh nomination for the 
consideration of Government. . 


e establishment of the Permanent-Committee for the supervision Muh 





mmadan 
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Questions and Answers. 


2, The Committee shall meet at the office of the Inspector-General of Registration 
on first Tuesday in every alternate month, iepponcing from, January, provided there 
fe business to necessitate ite assembling so offen, Due notice of the matters to be laid 
Lefore the Committee sball be circulated beforehand. Tn case of any urgent business, 
or upon the reqiisition of three members, ‘the President shall call aspecial mécting 
Of the Committeo for the consideration of such business, 

3, ‘The Committee shall havé power to deal with: the following matters :-— : 

(1) The consideration of all nominations to the post’of Muhammadan Registrars, 
wade by the District Registrars under Rule 2 of the rales framed under 
the Mabammadan Marriage Registration Act, for recommendation to © 
Government. 

(2) The temporary suspension oF removal of Mabammadan Registrars, subject 
to the submission ofa report for the final orders of Government, ~~” 

(a) The consideration of all nominations to the post of Kazi, made by District 
Registrars, for recommendation to Government. 

(4) The temporary suspension or removal of Kazis, subject to the submission of” 
‘a report for the final orders of Government. 


4, Subject to the approval of Government, the Committee shall be empowered to 
arrange for the examination from time to time of all Muhammadan Registrars :-— - 
(1) In the Muhammadan law of marriage and divorce, ns Hi 
(2) Act I (B.C.) of 1876 and its rules. 3 5 
Copy of paragraph 9 of Resolution; dated the 31st May, 1884, referred to in the 
answer by the Hon’blerMx. Karr to unstarred question No. XIT asked by 
the Hon'ble Mawivt A, K. Fani-ur-Hag at the’ Council Meeting of the 
’ 


18th December, 1917. 





é ¥ 

9, Mr. Rivers Thompson also approves of the rales proposed for the guidance oF ‘the 
Pormean ent Gommitiee for the supervision of Muhammadan, Registrars, appointed under 
AeET (BC.) of 1876, and of Kazis, appointed under Act XII OF1880. 


‘The Committee propose that this Permanent Committee should consist of five ment- 
bers, thednspector-General of Registration for the time béing to be ex aficia President, 
bers, thew bee to form a quorum, and the appointments to be gazetted. ‘The Lieutenant 
Governor gecordiugly directs the establishment in Calcutta of a Permanent Committee, 
Which will be composed of the gentlemen named below, if they be willing to serve 
on the Committee :— 
‘The Inspéctor-General of Registeation—Member and President, ¢x ajfleio. 
‘The Hon'ble Syed Amir Ali. ‘ ae 
Nawab Abdul Luteef, 6.1.8. . 3 
Nawab Mir Muhammad Ali, 


Maulvi Abdul Hai, Head Matttvi of the Calcutta Madrassa. ' 


By the Hon’bleMautvi A. K. Fazu-01-Hag:— 
XI11.—(@), How many cases of— » 
(®) appointment ; oy 
(u) transfer; and on 
(iii) punishment 


of “mee. ¢ Marriage Registrars have come up before the Permanent 
Committee since the creation of this Presidency. up to the 30th November, 
(b) In-how many cases were the recommendations of the Committee in 
agreementwith the recommendations of District Registrars, and in how many 
re ioe ; the Committee overrule the recomynendations of District 
" (0) Is it a fact that some District Regi inst 
decisions of the Permanent onic - peel i _ ‘na 


” Stren eae 


7 " . . 
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(@) Is it a fact that some District Registrars have approached Govern- 


ment for the abolition of the Permanent Committee? 


(e) Isit afact that Goyerhment propose to abolish the Permanent 
_ Committee at Calciitta ? r 


* 
(/) If the answer to clause (¢) bein the affirmatve, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state, in detail, the reasons which have led the Government 
to decide upon the proposed abolition? —* F 
(g) Was, Muhammadan opinion consulted in the matter? If so, will 
+ thé Government be pleased. to state the names of the gentlemen so con- 
sulted and also lay on the table their opinions and any other papers relating 
‘to the subject ? a 
(A) Will the Government be pleased to state what new scheme they 
propose to adopt as a substitute for the Permanent Committee ¢ 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr, Kerr :— 


“@— 
(i) 89. 
se 90. 
= (iui) a. 


(b) The Permanent. Committee agreed with the District Registrar in 
106 cases and disagreed in 23 cases: in the remaining 7 cases District 
Registrars had made-no proposal. 


» (c) No such case had been-brought to the notice of Government, bit it 
has been ascertained from the Inspector-General'that in one case the District 
Registrar sxprelied his dissatisfaction with the selection of a candidate 
made by the Permanent Committee. 

(@) No. 3 ag 


(e), (f), (g) and (4) The Hon'ble Member appears to be under a mis- 
apprehension. Government have no intention of abolishing’the Permanent 
Committee, but they have decided that local Muhammadan Committees will 
be in a better position than the Permanent Committee to advise them on the 
subject of appointments. Further details as-regards this decision * will be 
found in Resolution No. 1410 T.R. of the 24th eptember, 1917, which was 
published in’ the Calcutta Gazette of the 26th September, 1917.” 


By the Hon'ble Maviv: A. K. Fazi-yi-Hag a 


XIV. Will’ the Government be pleased to indiéate in. what respects Eoonomy in 
economy in public expenditure has been effected in consequence of the war public 
An the various departments.of the public service under their control ? expenditure. 


x sh 
Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donatp ;— 
' “It is impossible to give a detailed account of the economiés effected in 
public. expenditure in-consequence of the war, since, as a result of the restric. 
tion of expenditure'to schemes of imperative urgency, the reparation of new 
schemes has been largely suspended, while prepared schemes, not of an 
urgent character, haye not been examined with a view to. their relative 
importance and to the provision of funds in the budget. It may be said 
ponent” that in consequence of the war, GovertMient have curtailed all 
ones fresh expenditure which could not be justified by special considera- 
ona? ‘ . 
* 


: 3 ay 
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Questions and Answers, 

f By the Hon'ble Mavnvi A. K. Fagu-vt-Haq = rl . 

i Toe single i ; 

P Oitce of the XV. (a) Isita fact that the office of the Registrar, Co-operative Socie- . . 

F Betpsrative ties has been removed-from Writers’ Buildings? « =* © sox 

FP forietio. (d) Ti so, will the Governmett be pleased to state, in detail, the reasons 

f which led Government to this decision z “rl a 

, v » . 

} Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr = ‘ 


* (a) and (b) The office of the Registrar, Co-operative Societies, will 
shortly be removed from Writers’ Buildings to No, 6, Dacre’s Lane, in order 
to provide space which is urgently required for the Press in Writers’ 
Buildings.’ 


By the Hon'ble Mautvi A. K. Fazi-un-Hag :— 


Tuter-dopart- XVI. (@) Is it necessary for the Registrar, Co-operative Societies, to _ * 
pects have inter-departmental consultations with other departments? 


q ie gisbar rf (b) Who are the officers with whom the Registrar is*most likely to have... 


Bectiretive such consultations ? 4 
p Socictios, (c) In case such officers and the Registrar are located in different 
buildings, how will such consultations be carried on in future t B 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether such consultations 


can.generally be carried on by correspondence ? 












* 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Karr :-~ . 


“ (ay Yes. ad 

(), (c) and (2) The Registrar frequently has occasion to consult the 
Revenue Secretary and the Director of Agriculture; such consultations are 4 
generally conducted yerbally and not by correspondence’, the removal of the 
Registrar's office te No. 6, Dacre’s Lane, will not prevent verbal consulta- 


tion.” | 
‘ 

By the Hon'ble Mauuya A. K, Faat-ut-Hag t-— ” 
Cost of removal XVII, Will the Government be pleased to state the expense-that will 
et tle ofiev of have to be incurred in removing the ol of the Registrar, Co-operative 
4 giatrar, 7 . , » 0 7 
"Co-operative Societies, from’ Writers’ Buildings as— 
sd _ (i) ittitial expenditure; and 

(i) recurring expenditure t % in 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mx. KErr :— gga 3 


“ ‘The removal of the Registrar's office will involye some initial expendi- 
ture on racks and furniture, the amount of which has not yet been ascer- 
tained, As No,.6; Dacre’s Lane, is the property of Government, there will 
be no additional recurring expenditure.” z 


PN as abel | 
cw 


By the Hon'ble Mavivi A. K. Fazi-ur-Hag:— : oe # 


Speed oon XVIII. (a) Is it a fact that the bulk of the Government, servants 

Miowanees tv drawing. comparatively sma pay have been. put to. difficulties on pine 

Fectranis the "iy hoe tie Goes in the prices gf the necessaries of life due to the war? 

Go small poy ernment contemplating remedial measure: ‘a 
some sort of relief ¢ plete 6 to afford heap uy 








wae * 
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Questions and Answers. 


— (¢) Are the Government aware.of any action taken by the Government of” 
Bombay relat: 8 to'the eppors tant of a Committee to-consider the question 
of the grant of local al lowances, patticularly in the case of Government 
servants drawiny less thanyRs. 100*pey mensem, and of house-rent, allowances 
for inenial employees during the period of the »war 1. + 3 
* “(@1f"the answers to clauses (a) and (c) are in the affirmative, will the 
Government be pleased to state— Tae os " 

« (® whether they contemplate taking similar action in Bengal; or 
“Y (ii) whether they propose to "meet the situation in some other, rway? 


x 

(c) If the answer to clause (c) is in the négative, are ‘the Government 
considering the desirability of obtaining the necessary particulars from the 
Government of Bombay, with a view to the adoption of a similar measure in 


Bengal ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donaup :— 


“(@) All Government. servants on fixed pay are ‘suffering from the in- 
crease in the prices of the necessaries of life due to the war. 4 . 
(b) and.(d) No general scheme or enquiry is at present in contemplation. 
(c) and (¢) Government understand that such a Committee has been 
appointed, but have no definite information as to the terms of reference to 
it. Theyewill take steps to ascertain the precise position.” + 


. 


By the Hon'ble Banu Amara Cuaran Mazumopar :\- 


. * ing Sah 
XIX. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the fact that Water-hyacinth 

a species of water-hyacinth, commonly called kachuri in the vernacular, has eens 

been spreading far and wide throughout the eastern. districts, fouling water “6 

and in many places obstructirig navigation 7 ‘ e 


(0) Is it a fact that these plants contain germs of-malarial Poison, or has 
any investigation shown that.they are in any way injurious to the health of 
human beings 4. . 4 


(c) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of instructing 
Magistrates, whether as District Officers or as Chairmen of District Boards, 
to take prompt measures through the thang officers, of the village panchayat, 
or any other agency available, to remove the obnoxious plants ¢ 


. 3 ‘ 
Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Matury :— 


a and (0); The: Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer to question 
No. XXII asked at the Meeting of the Council on the 13th December, 1916. 
(0) and (c). Government are advised that water-hyacinth does not con- 
tain germs of malaria poison, but that there is a danger of the plant, obstruct- 
ing waterways and assisting to bring about the silting up of tanks and thus 
snare affecting health conditions. The value of the plant as a manure 
when mae to ash has been established and, as explained in a press com- 
muniqué, dated the 25th June, 1917, of which a copy is laid on the table, 
_4,000-maunds of ash have-been purchased by Messrs. Shaw, Wallace & Co. 
and 550 maunds by the Government farm at. Dacca, ie total weight of the . 
plant di over 17,000 tons. Tt is hoped that increasing quanti- 
ties will be des as the knowledge of its commercial value for manurial 
purposes spreads among the cultivators.” * 


‘ mn e. 


i . 2 : A 


. 


* re 
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Questions and Answers. 
* hd ~ aang ca al ae 
é i by the Hon'ble MR. 
y of Press Communiqué referred i the answer by t y’ ble" MS 
Oe ck fo question No. XEX, (unstarred) asked Vy, the, Honb'le 
Banu Ambika Cuaraxy Mazimpar, a¢ithe Counoil Meeting af the ae 
December, 191% ‘ a ay sp s 
a = er S a Sh 
* : Calcutta, *the 25th June, 1917," ; 
oi 4 is 


Se 


we * 








. t we * 

Press Communique by—The Secretary to the Government _ 

“of Bengal, Revenue Department. ra : 

In ress communiqué issued in April 1916 on the subject of water- 

h yacinth Uipithornia crassipes) it was stated that there was good pate to 

pelieve that this weed might, on account of the potash contained in it, prove 

of considerable value as a manure. Tt was farther-stated that field tests 

Wwould be carvied out it Dacca in the season 1916 to test the agricultaral 
value of water-hyacinth. ¥ 


o ci these tests are now. available, and will shortly. be 

. id soa Z ve a Published as a Pusi Bulletin” under the joint 

a Matthys Ms sole ts’ names of Mr. Finlow, Government Wibre Expert, 

mod K. MeLagp; B-Bagy Se and Mr. McLean, Deputy Director of Agriculture, 

Eastern Bengal. They confirm in every way the hopes expressed regarding 
the value of water-hyacinth asa manure. : 


Jute” wasused at the test crop and the hyacinth, was employed in two 
forms, viz. :— 3 
Be 


(a) Ip the rotted state (37 maunds 10 scers=2:980 Ibs. per acre), 


(b) Asash after burning (365 Ibs. of ash, containing 26 per cent. potash 
peracre)., 2 a 


Besides the ordinary check plots a namber of other plots were manured ~ 
with amounts of pure potash salts equivalent to those applied in the 
hyacinth. The tests showed that hyacinth, either rotted or in. the form of 
ash, is a valuable manure “for jute especially on the red soils of the Presid- 
ency, Where its applitation"may increase the yield of fibre by as much as 
6 maunds peracre; — ~ . ws * . 

Similar increases. in yisids from plots manured with{potash salts showed 
that sie valuable constituent of byacinth, as far asjute is concerned, ists 
potash “ % pa “ on 


Ii was found that the ash varies considerably in’ eomposition, its potash 
content having been foundeas low as 10 per cent., and-as high as 34,per cent., 
the higher figure being obtained froma sample of hyacinth grown in deep 
water. Owing to the danger of loss of potash from the dried-or rotted plant, 
it, will be found more profitable to collect the hyacinth in the dry weather, 
ie., from the middle of October till the end of March. Messrs. Shaw, Wallace -- © 
& Go. of Calcutta have offered io.buyany quantity of hyacinth ash at the — 
rate, until further notice, of Rs. 4 per commercial unit of pol delivered in 
Caleuita ; thus the price paid for ash will vary according to the uantity of 
potash contained, ash containing 10 per cent. of Sieahcieelyay Re. tr a 
mannd, and ash perreper eo! per cent. of potashfetching Rs. 4-4 maund 
delivered inCalcutta. This firm have already -purchased o maunds 
of ash at the above n@es. This, along with maunds purchased by the 
os pe recent Sarto) Ae | destruction of over 17,000 tons of the 

Y ition stock. 
manure in Bengal. ~ cd Poa ¥e thesgipecot 
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ov» By the Hon'ble Banu: Aanpnica Charan Mazolar — \ 
©» “XS {@fAre the Government in possession of any information showin 
eu contemplation “of some of the cee under Bengal 


* TIT of 1818 and détenus under the Defence of India Act, now in 
ane Cent: ail, to go on hunger-strike owing to alleged hardships 

an thatgail4,.< ). tall ~ ih ris 
0) Ts it-true.that some of them have actually refused to take any food 

si 1 Ist December current ? 4 ar” 2 
a “ ~ 

a (c) “Are the Government considering the advisability.of appointing a few 
_, non-official members of this Council to visit the State’prisoners and détenus 
now in the ia Jail at Alipore, and, under proper safeguards, to inquire 


into and on any complaints they may have to make.as regards their 
treatment:in that jail? 

ee eo 
‘Answer By the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— - 


. “ (a) and (b) Some of the State prisoners in the Alipore Jail abstained 
from food.on the 30th November. They definitely stated that theyshad nv 


Hungor-strike by 
ddtenus in tho 
Alipore Jail 





complaints as to their treatment in jail or as to the food or clothing supplied, . 


but they refused.to take their food as a protest against’their incarceration. 


(c) Any complaints that the State prisoners and détenué wish to make 
can be made direct to Government. _ Government’ do not’ consider it desirable 
to set up a Committee intermediate between “themselves ands the State 
\prisoners.” aad Ae 
The Hon'ble Basy Awnika Caray M&zumpan, put the following Supple- 

mentary question :— RB 2 om 

“Are the Government, in possession’ of any information regarding the 

‘removal of one of these détenus from the Alipore Central Jail to “Amraoti, 
and that he is now in a serious condition on account of his abstention from 
food. If so, will the Government be pleased-ts state what steps they’are 
taking in-régard to this case ?” j 


nes + my » 





: ~aithe Hon'ble Sim Henry Waewren seid :-— °° Pigs 

‘ “T think, Sir, that this is'a detail which hardly a¥ises out of the question 

Of the Hon'ble Member. I may, however, tell him that the latest, informa- 
tion we have about this man was that he had taken food.” 








By thé’Hon’ble Rat Maitgxpra Cuanpra’Mirra Banapur 


b A 
XXI. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a odpy.of the 
ist of sluices that have been constructed in Schedule D Embankments in 
-Wi Cirele since 1012 with a full description of such 








luices? « W - , 
wen ae ee eas 
FR _ » ie Powe 
Answer ’ble"Mr. Cowey :— + 
"Ne by. the Hon’ble ‘OWL! p> 


‘ “4K copy 6 the descriptive lis af sais thai have been constructed in 
. Schedule D ments in the | -Western Circle since the year 1912 
4s laid on the table.” ; = 


z eae * 
ae 2 i \ 
De as a ee 








Sluices.in South- 
Western Circle, 

















vile de 5 ‘ : Ee et 
16 ‘PHP CALCULTA GAZETTE, JANUARY 8, 1018 
OR tial. eee: —— eae 
















Questions and Answers. Non 
Statement referred to in the answer by thé Hon'ble Mr. Qowyny to 
by the Hon'ble Rat Maregnpra Canora Mrrga Bypadon at yy 
18th Desomber, 1917, showing the sluices constructed on Schedule 
South-Western Circle sinée 1912. : . 


——— 











9 . i hedate D . 
omit deon:| Paudonst dake, | Saorake (Sarma. | Sat site of vente, © 
a ie a 
‘ i 4 2 r 
| sy a 
Rs. sie a 
t | | oy " 
hh mile of th 32 1917 | 25,421 4 | 6'x6". Floor level] This is wbrick*masonry sluice of 
Tn eae a 9T00 MS.L. Vente, each yp’ x 6" con. 
| Bmbankinent str se sapere the 
(Burdwan). . waters the Eden 
‘ - Canal, ‘The vonts are provided 
with draw shuttors Wise 


- a plates framed, which are 
worked by sorew geared ar- 
rangement. ‘The sluice chan- 


: Los ‘ nel is provided at» the river 

: k shat fave with a masonry stop-dam 

Pam | os + ot gente, each 7 fect wide 
| with "@ floor level at 97°00: 


‘The ‘stop-dain vents. are oper- 
\ ated by planks working in 
_ : x a ‘ grooves. ‘The sluice is used 
Gy oe only for feeding the canal and 

~ . . not for drainage. . 

a oie 
J" i, He Shee 
‘Allurnpore «| 16th ratte ofthe | 61 TH4 [47479 ) 3 5'x 6' Floor level |sPhiselaico iv i an 
a3 -Hoogtily tte —850M.S.L, | area baal ie Sa 
|” Bmbankinent.. . ‘ \ pris jin the villages of 
(24-Parganas). «| " carat Chandpore, Satga- 
a 


: chia, Bausberia, -Charkigatta, 
. 3 Sonapur, Nandakhali in 
‘ - Dhancheberia, Honrl, Rausut, 


: } Bukhara, Goumandi,” Makalia 
t ; Ramoagar, —Jakiberia “and 
e | Banca The "sluice, is of 
* sonry and hage:d vents 
| {Paks eee 

ory wit 
: Vn Satie, vscaee ‘wobden draw 
a » « shutter, work w y 
: we ‘on the country ie, eh 
Re ‘ : ; finother wooden hinged flap 

* * shatter whic ia B. 


~ 








Goredoho ...|2od mile of the}  @8 | 1918 | 9,889 ‘Phig sluice ig of rick masonry 

| Peali Left having offe"vent, 9-6" x4, 
Embankment, fitted with 2 sets. of shutters, 
village Gore- viz., one wooden draw shutter 


oho @4-P: y 
ma. mer: e ‘on the country side, worl a 
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Questions and Anincors: 


By the Hon'ble Basu BHABENDRA Cranpka Ray 





XXII. (a Is it a fact that certain détenus or other inmates of the 
Alipore Central Sail have recently gone on a hunger-strike 4 f 
(0) Uf so, will the Government be pleased to state the causes thereof, and 


what steps are being taken in connection therewith ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kurr :-— 


“ (a) and (b) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer given to 
unstarred question No. XX.” 


By the Hon’ble Banu BuapenpRa CHANDRA Ray :— 


XXII. (a) With reference to the recent trial of Profulla Ranjan 
Ray and Satis! Chandra Sinha at Dacca, by Special Commissioners under 
the Defence of India Act, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons 
for the change of the place of trial from the Sessions Court at Dacca to the 
new Secretariat Building at Ramna? i 

(b) When was the said change decided upon and by whom! “When wes 
the defence pleader informed about it; and when did the trial commence? 

(c) In affecting the said change did the authorities take into considera- 
tion the convenience or inconvenience of the defence ? ‘ 

(d) Was any application made by the defence stating thé inconvenience 
it was put to by the said change, and-asking for an adjournment to enable it 
to move Government for cancellation of the orders in this behalf? 

(e) Is it-a fact that the defence were at first refused copies of all papers, 
inchiding the list of prosecution witnesses, and that an application for the 
same was rejected by the Special Commissioners ¢ f 

(f) Is it-a fact that copies of some papers and the list of witnesses were 
ac given to the defence pleader until he actually wanted to retire from- 

1e Ci ‘ 


(q) Will the Government be pleased to consider the desirability of 
engaging pleaders at the expense of the Government for the defened of such 
persons tried under the Defence of India ‘Act as are unable to meet the 
_ expenses of their own defence * 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Kerr :— 


“@, @) and (c) The place of trial was decided in consultation with 
Government: the Secretariat Building was selected in order to secure more 
complete protection of the witnesses. ; 

(@), () and (f) Government have no information on these points which 
refer to the judicial proceedings of the Commission, 


(g) Government are not prepared to consider this suggestion.” . 


By.the Hon'ble Banu Buanenpra Cnanpra Ray ja 


XXIV, (a) Is it a fact that in the case of Satish Chandra Sinha wh 
was convicted by a judgment of the majority of the special Commissioner 
the fay tr by Commissioner disagreed with the maior 5 e 

‘ ‘n how many instances up to date has the non- ial Commission 
dissented from the majority of the Special Cémmissioners? ; 
















Answer by the Hon’bl t. Kern :— 3 
fi 2 and (b) Government have no further information than a 


the judgments themselves. Government h: ived the 
the vase of Satish Chandra Sinha.” pili ts = ets 


ff ane 




















” Questions and Answers. 


By the Hon’ble Basu Brapenpra Cuanpra Ray :— 


XXYV. (@ Are the détenus permitted to send any representations or 
complaints direct to the Additional Secretary or other higher officials 7 
‘ (b) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of permit- 
ting such applications to be sent, direct to these officials? 

(c) Has any subordinate official any discretion in the matter of either 
forwarding or withholding such communications ? 

(@) Are the Government aware of the impression in the public mind that 
such communications do not sometimes reach their destination ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kurr :— 


“ (a) and (b) Détenus are permitted to send representations or com- 
plaints direct to the Additional Secretary subject to the usual censorship 
over their correspondence. 


(c) The answer is in the negative. 


(2) Government are not aware of the existence of such an impression 
for which there appears to be no foundation ” 


By the Hon’ble Basu Baasenpra CHanpra Ray :— 


XXXVI. (@ What. is the lowest rank of police officers authorised to 
record statements of détenus; and at what places and what hour are such 
statements usually recorded ? 

(6) Is there any rule requiring the presence of higher police officers at 
the time of recording such statements? If so, of what rank? 

(c) Are such statements usually recorded during the period of detention 
of persons under rule 12 A of the Defence of India Rules ¢ ? 

(@) Is it a fact that the arrested persons are taken away several times in 
each case from their place of temporary detention, under rule 12.A to the 
office of the “ S.B.” or “ LB.” of the Criminal Investigation Department, in 
Caleutta for the purpose of making such statements ¢ A) 

(¢) Are the Government aware of the general impression in the public 
mind that these persons are subjected, at the said office, to various kinds of 
torture unless they make these statements ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“@, (6) and (c) Statements of persons arrested under rule 12 A are 
tecorded by officers of all ranks, from Puperiatendents to Sub-Inspectors. 
They are recorded sometimes in the home of the person arrested, sometimes 
i the jail and sometimes in the Police office. There is no rule’ prescribing 

fe attendance of superior officers, but in fact they are frequently present. 

y (2) Under the authority of Government a person detained in'a jail under 
rule 12.A is sometimes taken to the offices of the Criminal Investigation 
Department in Calcutta for the purposes of the inquiry. A 

(2) Government cannot say whether there is any such general impres- 
sion, they, can only say that there is no foundation for it.” 

Y : ‘ 


\ By the Hon'ble Basu Buanenpra Caanpra Ray ;— 


‘  XXVII, With reference to the statement male at the last meeting of 
1e ive. il that ‘ there is no surveillance over a détenw after the 
ler of internment has been cancelled, except that any conditions specially 














attached to the order of cancellation must be obeyed ”, will the Government _ 
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ay ‘ther officer at Puthia to make any inquiry in regard to these statements? — 
























Questions and Ansiwers. ? 


eased to state what step ae any, were taken by the authorities to assure 
esices that the three emtiGais on which Sachindra Das Gupta is stated 
to have been set at liberty were obeyed by him, namely,— Saja eit 
~ «(ay not to associate with any political movement; aay 
a not to Sony associate with any suspicious character; and 
(c) to remain loyal ” 4 





(as stated in answer to one of my questions at the last meeting) * 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ No special steps were taken to ascertain whether Sachindra Das Gupta 
was carrying out the undertaking he had signed.” 


By the Hon'ble Banu BuapenDRa Cuanpra Ray :— 


XXVIII. With reference to the statement made at the last meeting of 


HaridssDss. the Legislative Council that the petition addressed by Haridas on the 8th July 


was handed over to the Puthia Police on the 9th, and forwarded to the 
Superintendent of Police, but that it was not put up for orders till the 19th 
July, will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing, date by 
date, since the 9th July, as to— . ‘ 


(i) when the petition was forwarded by the Puthia Police; 
(ii) when it reached the office of the Superintendent of Police; 

(iti) where and how. the Superintendent of Police was engaged from 
te date of the arrival of the petition at his office till the 19th; 

an 

nature and duration of the illness of the Superintendent of 

aha Police, which is stated to have prevented the petition being put 

\ up for orders 4 : 


(te) the 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


« Government are. not in possession of any further information beyond 
that already given.” * ‘ 


By the Hon’ble Basu Branenpra Cnanpra Ray -— 


“| XXIX. (@ With reference to the petition addréssed by Haridas cn the 


Des. 14th asking for an advance of money, will the Government be pleased to state ~ 


the reason why it reached Puthia thana on the 17th? be Baty 
‘i as the Puthia Police take any notice of the statements made 
rein? : 

(c) What was the reason for the Sub-Inspector of Police and the Head- 
Constable paying visits to Haridas on two consecutive days, namely, the 17th 
and 18th eh r 1 ‘ np 
(@) Had the Sub-Inspector of Police or the Head-Constable any talk with 
Haridas regarding the statements made in his petition, dated the 14th, on 
either of these two days of their visit? If so, what was its mature? = He 

(e) Was it part of the duty of the Sub-Inspector of Police or any 






“Answer by the Hon'ble Mix. Kerr :— Net net? 

“Government are not i ess} epee nee 
Meee fo ee oe 
é ¢ Papeete 
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Questions and Answers. . 
By the Hon’ble Basu Buanenpra Cuanpra Ray :— 


XXX. (@) With ard to. the statement that Haridas’s servant 
“undertook to‘cater for Hh x 

that “ this was done,” will the Government be pleased to state where and 
when this arrangement was made, and for what reasons? 


(b) For how long was this arrangement continued, and how much was 
the servant paid in pursuance thereof? ‘ - 
©) Did the servant refuse to cater for Haridas at any time, and was 
“ any representation made orally by Haridas, before the said arrangement was 
made? 
(@) What is the name and address of the said servant? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ The arrangement was made to meet the possibility of Haridas running 
out of funds before the grant of an allowance for which he had not applied at 
the time of his death. The name of the servant was Bonamali Das. Govern- 
ment have no further information on the subject.” ‘ 


By the Hon’ble Banu Brapenpra Cuanpra Ray :— 


XXXI. (@ With reference to the statement that the remains of Disposal of the 


Haridas were consigned to the Ganges, will the Government be pleased to 


state whetheg it is the usual practice in. that part of the country thus to “ce! en. 
. 


dispose of any unclaimed body after post-mortem examination? 
(6) If not, why was this course adopted in this case? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :—, . 


“ (a) The answer is in the affirmative.” 


“By the Hon’ble Basu Buapenpra Cuanpra Ray :— 
° 
- XXXII. (a) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement 
giving the name, age, amid period of detention undergone, of each inmate of 
ie jails in the Presidency of Bengal, who has heen treated, or kept under 
ohservation, for mental derangement during the last six months? 


@) In which of these instances were the persons kept in solitary cells, 
and for what periods were they so kept, previous to such treatment or 
observation ? 


(c) How and where are each of these persons being treated now? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


‘“ During the last six months inmates of different jails in the Presidency 
Were under -observation for mental derangement ‘for varying periods. 
Eventually these men have been, or will be, disposed of by the Aer passed 
in theipindividual cases. The Governor in Council gpnsiders that no useful 
pur} would be served by the supply of the further details asked for, but 
if the Hon'ble Member desires informatign regarding any individual case he 
should refer particulars of it to the Secretariat.” . 


a 


A deceased 


aridas if the Inspector puceneel payment,” and @enu's servant. 


remains of a 


Treatment of 
mentally 
deranged 


prisoners, 
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. Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon’ble Basu Axum Cuanpra Datta :— . 
Promotion of XXXIII. (@ Will the Government be pleased to state the rinciple 
mombers of the Governing the ae eran of the members of the Provincial Fulicial Service? 


Provincial 

J atehegitaes (b) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the quality or 
quantity of work is taken into consideration in deciding whether any parti- 
Gular member of the Provincia] Judicial Service is efficient or not? 

(c) Is there any prescribed mode of ee ing the quality of the work 
done by the members of the Provincial Judicial Service? If so, what is that 
mode? 

(@) Is there any circular issued by the Hon'ble Hi h Court or the 
Government which insists upon any particular outturn o! judicial work by 
the members of the Provincial Judicial Service? x 

(e) Is it a fact that there is a feeling of competition eeenge the said 
members about the quantity of work done by them and that this has seriously 
affected the quality of their work? 


‘Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (@) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer given to the 
‘Hon'ble Mr. Z. R. Zahid Suhrawardy at the meeting of the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council on the 13th December, 1916, on the same subject. 

(b) The quality of an officer’s work is the main consideration, As 
between officers doing work of equal merit, consistent and unexplained defi- 


ciency in quantity is an element necessarily taken into account. 
(c) No. 
" @ No. F 
(¢) Neither the Government ner the High Court can speak as to, the 


feeling of competition. There is no reason to believe that there has been 
any falling off in the quality of the work done.” 


By the Hon'ble Banu Axutt Cuanpra Datta :— 


se . + 
Damage of crops XXXIV. (@ Will the Government be pleased 10 state whether any 
by inseot pests. - attempt has been made to ascertain the total value of the crops damaged by 
insect pests ? 


(b) If so, what is the total loss ? 


(c) What steps, if any, have been taken by th i 
in regard to these tect peta? 7 aon ee 


: (d) Is there any truth in the statement that the Agricultw 
oa ieee not possess sufficient knowledge and stat eB eee: be 
(e) Is it also true that the icultural Department hi ‘ 
nothing in this direction and ice tas present. Divisional Officers oe Saat 
Department have given go help in any case of outbreak of insect pests? 


_(f) Is it in the contemplation of Government pecial investi 
galing citcahs to cout roth eco tert ee ee ee 4 





. 
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Questions and Answers. 
__ Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kritn :— 
“@ No. 
(4) The information is not available. 


(¢) The officers of the Agricultural Department visit the places where 
insect pests make their appearance, and suggest and demonstrate remedial 
measures. The expert officers of the department visited 35 localities in 1916- 
17 in this connection, The Economic Botanist is now engaged in testing the 
practical value of suggested remedies for insect pests ae investigating 
plant pests in general, in order to discover eflective remedies. 


(@) The allegation is not correct. The Department of Agriculiure, like . 
other scientific departments, does not. claim to possess a complete knowledge of Ly 
the subjects vwiteh it is whee ep an increase of stall would facilitate 
investigation, but an increase of the staff of other branches of the department 
is considered by Government to be more urgently required. 


(@) It is not true that the Agricultural Department has done nothing 
with regard to insect pests or that the Divisional Officers have given no help. 
Particulars of the assistance given will be found in the annual report of the 
department, which will shortly be published, 


(f) Government employ an Entomological Collector who investigates, a 
insect pests.” 


By the Hon’ble Basu Axum Cuanpra Darra :— 


XXXV. (a) Dothe Agricultural Department take an annual survey of Annual survey 
the ufra tract with a view to ascertain the va Was of the  disease-—its of ufro tract. 
appearance and re-appearance over certain tracts? 


(5) Will the Government be pleased to state the way in which the \ 
special annual ‘pee of the Government of India, in this connection, is being 
spent in Bengal ? Ls 
+(c) Is any experiment of any description condutted in Tippera and 
Noakhali ? \ 
' (@) Is there any special officer of the Department appointed’ to look 
after the disease? 
(e) Isso, where are his headquarters ? 


. 


(/) How long has he been engaged and what has been the result of his 
investigations? 


. _.(g) Have the Government considered the desirability of training an 
Indian either here or in foreign, countries, who will make a special study o} 
insects and ufra ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr ;— 


“ @. A survey of the ufra-infected tract in DaG®a district was conauc- 
ted in 1915-16, and of the tracts in Bakarganj and Faridpur distriets in 

1916-17. No annual survey takes place; but obsetvations are taken of the 
Spread of the disease and of its relative intensity in different years. 





POSE: 


Damage done by 
Ufa in certain 
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Agricultural 
‘fticers in Bengal. 





24 THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, JANUARY 9, 1918. [Pant IVA’ 





Questions and Answers. 


(b) The Government of India have made no special annual grant , for the 
treatment of ufra. ¥ “ 


(c) Yes. 


d) ‘The Mycological Collector is principal}; employed in studying ufra: 
he Pe ard the Sopervision of the Tmperial Mycologist. at, Pusa, who is 


devoting special attention to this disease. 
(e) The headquarters of the Mycological Collector are at Dacea. ' 


(f) ‘The Mycological Collector iwas appointed eight years ago. For 
detailed information as regards the present state of investigations the 
Hon'ble Member is referred. to the report which will shortly be published. 


(g) Government, already employ Indian officers who have been. trained 
in Entomology and Mycology on the study of insects and of ufra. It has 
recently been decided that for the present ‘the entomological and mycological 
work of Bengal can be suitably controlled from Pusa, with the reservation 
that a special officer may be required for a time in connection with ufra.” 


By the Hon'ble Banu AxHi Cuanpra Datta :— 


XXXVI. (@ Will the Government be ‘pleased to state’ the tatal 
damage done by Ufra in the districts of Tippera, Noakhali and Dacca since 
1913 ¢ 2 


(b) If this information is not readily available, will the Government be 
pleased to lay the same on the table at a subsequent meeting of the Council 4 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“@) and (b) The information is not available, nor are there materials 
for obtaining it.” 
. 


By the Hoffble Basu Axum Cuanpra Datta :— . 


XXXVII. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state the names of . 
the officers of the Agriculiural Department in Bengal, in the Imperial, 
Provincial and Subordinate Services, and state their educational attain- 
ments, period of their service, the pay of the grade to which they belong and ‘ 
their present salary * 


(b) To what grades, if any, do the scientific assistants of the experts 
batons and what are the names of such officers and their educational attain- — 
nents ¢ Zs Y 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


~ (a) A statement containing the information is laid on the table. 


(6) The assistants of the expert officers of the Agriculti Departmel 
are aoe rentien payee Rs. 100 Aas by annual pai of 1 . 
‘sl ent tains + - aia ¢ 
ry uae aa col taining their Ea and educational attainments _ 


lie 





Pons is ; 






a Siatacinakieta Wes biccktes: Kun to question 

No. XXXVIMA), (unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Basu AKHTL CHANDRA 

Darra at the Council Meeting of the 18th December, 1917, 
: : 
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Questions and Answers. 


‘Statement referred to in the answer by the Hon'ble MR. KERR to question 
No, XXXVII(b) asked by the Hon'ble Basu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA at 
the Council Meeting of the 18th December, 1917, showing the names of the 
‘Assistants of the Expert Officers of the Agricultural Department and. 
their educational attainments. 


Babu Gosto Bihari Pal. M.S8c., .. First Laboratory Assistant to Agri- 
cultural Chemist. 


Babu Indu Bhusan Chatterji, Licen- Second Laboratory Assistant, 
tiate in Agriculture (Nagpur). ‘ 


Babu Surendra Nath Bose, Holder of Third Laboratory Assistant. 
diploma in Leather Chemistry 


‘i (Leeds Unversity). 
Babu Nirmal Chandra Basu, M.Sc. -. Laboratory Assistant to Fibre, 
Expert. 
. , Tara Nath Roy, Di loma in Field Assistant to Fibre Expert. 
Higher Agricalture, Shibpur. 
ort Mr. 8. G. Saragapani, B. Ag. ... Laboratory Assistant to Economical 
Botanist. 





By the Hon'ble Banu Axurt CHANDRA Darra :— 


| ecpelctaia XXXVIIL. (a) Did the Government send a number of passed students 
mane’ of the Sibpur Agricultural College to America? 


(b) If so, are the Government in a position to say how these students 
are at present engaged? 


ld (c) Are they in Government service? 
(@) If so, in what capacities are they serving the Government 


+ (e) Will the Government be pleased to give a detailed statement of 
those employed in their service at present in this connection, showing— 


(i) the grades to which they have been appointed in Bengal; 


(vi) in what lines they have sceciatieed in foreign countries and 
whether they are engaged in these lines; and 


(tit) the nature of the work entrusted to them ¢ ¥ 
‘ 


(f) Have they got sufficient training to continue the work of the experts 
when the latter go on leave ! 3 


(g) If not, are the Government taking steps to educate them up to it? 





hue Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ @) Fight such students were sent to America between 1904 and 1907. 


(0), (c) and (@) Most of them are now employed in the Agricultural 
Departments of Bengal and of Bihar and One is agi 
(e) Mr. J. N. Chakrabarty, Mr. D. Datta and Mr. H. P.’ Mitra are 
eupiyed as Divisio Superiteent of Agriculture in Badge on pay 
of Rs. 200—400. Mr. Chakrabarty has specialised in Agronomy and Dairy- 
ing: Mr. Datta in plant-b and Horticulture, and Mr, Mitra in plant- 
breeding: they are not now employed as specialists. Pg 
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Questions and Answers. \ 


*(f) and (g) Government have not as yet thought fit to appoint any of 
Alas tiees hers to officiate for officers of the Imperial Serica whee the 
latter have been absent on leave: academic qualifications are not the sole 
tests of fitness: Government do not contemplate taking any steps to improve 
their academic qualifications.” 





By the Hon’ble Basu Brosvennra Kistor Ray Caavpaurr:— 


; ‘ 
_XXXIX. (a) Is there any truth in the report that Mr. S. Milligan, the Ramoured 
present Director of “Agrioiliaes Bengal, is shortly going to vacate his Hegel 
appointment? Agriculture. 

(6) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the circumstances 
relating to his change of office? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :-— 


“@ Yes. 


(6) When Mr. aeilligan was appointed to officiate as Director of Agri- 
culture, Bengal, he was allowed to retain a lien on his post of Imperial Agri- 
culturist at Pusa. He desires to revert to his permanent post and he will do 


$0 as soon as arrangements have been made for the appointment of his 
Successor.” : 
‘ 


By the Hon’ble Banu Brosenpra Kisor Ray CuAvpauri :— 


XL. (a) Are the Government in a position to state the present retail 
| price of salt in the different districts of Bengal? 


eo D 
(b) Will the Government be pleased to state what the approximate cost 
of manufacture of salt is in Bengal under existing circumstances ? " 


(¢) Are the Government considering the desirability of directing an 
inquiry into how far the manufacture of salt in Bengal may tend to reduce 
the prices in the local salt market ? i 


mi) With reference to the memorandum by the Government of Bengal 
dated the 5th April, 1917, regarding the manataobare of salt in Bengal, will 
the Government be pleased to state whether any inquiry has been made as to 
the suitability of brine obtainable on the Chittagong side of the Bay of 
“Bengal? 

(e) Are the Government topeideang the desirability of making an 
inquiry as to the particular facilities for the manufacture of salt. on the 
Chittagong sidet 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donatn :— 


“@ The Hon'ble Member is referred to the prices-current of food- 
‘grains, salt, etc., for. the last half of November 1917,-published in the 
_ Supplement to the Calcutta Gazette of the 12th December, 1917. A statement 
_ giving the prices on the 15th December is laid on the table. 
(0), No calculations have been madetas to the cost of manufacture, and no 
approximate figure can be given, 
‘ 





nee showing the quantity of Salt available oe rune i 
ae districts of Bengal on the 16th ‘pecan 1917. 
Sak 


Districts and Marts. 


24-Parganas. 
«> Chetla Hat 
M 


Murshidabad. 


Berhampur . 
Kandi. 
Jangipur ... 
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Questions and Answers. 
Division, Districts and Marts; ‘Quantity. per rupee 
: ‘ in seers. 
Srs. CH, 
Howrah. 
Sadar... 6 6 
Ulaberia ... 55 
: Rajshahi 
Rajshahi . Rampur-Boalia G2 
Nator e ine 72 
Dinajpur. 
Dinajpur ... his 6 6 
Jalpaiguri. 
Jalpaiguri a 6 6 
Darjeeling. 
Sadar “0 oe 55 
Siliguri oe 55 
Rangpur. 
Sadar a 6 
Nilphamari 670 
Bogra. 
Bogra 6 6 
Palma. 
Sadar wee 6 0 
Sirajganj ne 38 
Malda, 
Sadar oo 4 0 
*" Dacen. 
Dacca Sadar nos 55 
. Naraygpganj a 60, 
Mymensingh. 
Nasirabad f 6° 
Netrokona os 55 
. is Faridpur. + 
Sadar wee 55 
Goalundo ... she ». 55 
“i Bakarganj. : 
Barisal... 55 
Pirojpur. ... ay 55 
< Tippera. 
Chitiagon, ‘ Comilla ... 55 
; i Chandpur ... z - 6 6 
Noakhali. ‘i 
Badab esi 55 
7 Feni Hat ... ve $55) 
ve ” Chittagong. | . 
rH Sadar... x ry ai i 2: 
» Cox's Bazar PP awe. has 50 
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Questions and Answers, 





t 
isy the Hon’ble Banu Brosenpra Kishor Ray CuavpHURI:— 


. * foes XLI. Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing 
tn Gororest for the last ten years, fees of students of schools and colleges under Govern- 
one ment control ¢. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’MALLEy :— 


“A statement in regard to colleges is laid on the table. Government. 
regret that they are unable to give similar information in regard to schools, 3 
as the compilation of the figures would involve an undue amount of labour.” 
Statement showing for the last 10 years the, monthly fees paid by students of 

Government Colleges. 


























| 1910-11 | 
Name of Colleges. 1908-09. | 1909-10.) to 1916-17. | 1917-18, 
| 1915.16 
Re | Rey Re. Rs. Rs. 
\ i 
Presidency - College 2 12 12 12} 12 
Hoortiy: 6 | 6 6 6} 6 
Krishnagar =), 5 5 5 5 6 
Sanskrit : 5 5 5 5 6 
Dacca es 6 6 6 | 6 6 
Ohittagon, 9 8 4 4 4 6 
see ald 3 | 3 4 | 4 6 
Bethune ‘4 3 | 3 3 8 | 3 
Sibpur Civil Engineering CoHlegy (Interme- | 10. | 0 10 | 10 | 10 
diate students), | | | | 
Sibpur Civil Engineering College (B. E. 10 | 15 15 | 36 6 
‘atuderits). | 
, Medical College... = x 9% | 96 96 125 125 
per aunum, | per annuin, | per anoum,| per annum.) per annuin. 





By the Hon’ble Basu Brosenpra Kishor Ray Caavpnuri :— 


Grownd-not XLII. (a) Are the Government in a position to give any information 
fan tu searing. the prospects of the ground-nut indugtry in Bengal ? 
4 __ (b) Are the Government aware of any experiment made in ground-nut 
cultivation in Bengal ¢ 
(c) If so, what are the results ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mx. Kurr :— 4 


“@) Yes. 
(6) The crop has been under experimental observation in Bengal for some 
years by the Agricultural Denaicaatte “ 

__ (¢) The cultivation of ground-nuts has met with some success in the 
districts of Birbhum and Bankura and the area shows a tendency to expand, 
The chief difficulty lies in harvesting the nuts, which have to be dug out of 
the ground. The crop is suitable for high lands and is capable of yielding 
up to 20 maunds per acre of unhulled nuts. The ground-nut crop in some 
parts of India has been subject to serious disease which has been partly met 
by the growing of disease-resisting varieties. Up to date no serious out- 
break has been reported in irs, ‘Until disease has, however, made its 
appearance and been successfully combated, or until further evidence has 
been adduced, to indicate that the crop in Bengal may be considered 
ay safe from the more virulent diseases, it would be » to 
pay at the industry will ultimately prove an economic success in the 


f ae q its 


SAB 
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by the Hon'ble Banu Brosennra Kisnor Ray Cuavpuurr :— 

XLIT (@) Is it a fact that the Caleutta Gazette ia 

certain néwspapers, while the free supply is denied to 
(6) On what principle is such distinction made? 


(c) Will the Government, be pleased to make a statement giving the 
uames of newspapers that receive the free supply of the Calcutta Gazette? 


supplied free of cost Supply of the 
others? Caleutta 


“Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donatp :— 


“(a) Yes. 


(®) No definite principle has been laid down. As a general rule each 
Paper is considered on its merits and with’ reference to its circulation, 
t applications for the free supply of the Gazette have been refused 
owing to the shortage of paper. > 
(c) A statement giving the names of the papers which are supplied with 
the Gazette, free of cost, is laid on the table. The question of the revision of 
the list is under consideration,” 


espapers’ which are supplied with the / 
Caleutta Gazette free of cost, . 

















Names, me Addresses. 
(1) “ Calcutta Weekly Notes * « Calcutta, 
(2) “ Capital ” pit os Do: 
(3) “ Bangabasi ” so Do, 
(4) “Hitavadi" - “ae Do, 
(5) “Sanjibani » Ate ue wi - Do. 
(6). “ Indian and Eastern, Engineer ” Do. % 
(@) “Indian Mirror” |, Do, , 
(8) “Indian Medical Gazetto » eS th ye Do. 
(9) “ Amrita Bazar Patrika ” als ES ae Do. 
(10) “ Musalman sea Re a a Do. 
“(L) “ Bengalee * : a a eh Do, 
. (12) “Indian Planters Gazette mes + Do, 
‘ (13) “Moslem Hitaishi Do. 
(4) “ Bharat Mitra » Do, ‘ 
(15) “ Hindoo Patriot " Do. | 
(16) “ Pioneer ” Allahabad, 
(17) “ Herala” ie Ms oh ae Dacea. 
(18) “ Siksha Samachar i oi ius Do. 


By the Hon'ble Banu Bromnpra Kishor Ray Cuavpaurr :— 


yy. XLIV.. (a) Isita fact that in October last a representation was made to Brabino Semaj 
His Excel the r over the signatures of Sir K. G. Gupta, Mr. S. Dorpation. 
Rica hua ted 10.8., and other members of the Dar} ing Brahmo Samaj pray. “** 

ing for the removal of aati market from the immediate vicinity of the 





ret 
it also'a fact that a similar peti mitted to the Commis. 
‘of the Rajshahi Division? P&ttOn was sub ee 


; cca 





A: ™ 
so. HE CALCUTTA GAZBETM, JANUARY 9, 1918. (Pawt Iva 
ress Caen le ——— ae 
Questions and Answers. 
(c) Is ita fact that while no action has, up till now, been taken on the 


said petition, a masonry receptacle for dé ositing the refuse of the stalls, just N 
in front of the ladies’ entrance to the Church, js actually ‘under construc- 


tion ! 





’ 


a) Are the Government aware that as & result of the abdve action of 
the Darjeelin Municipality, the Jocal Brahmos have been obliged to dis- 
* continue holding their prayers in the Brahmo Church for nearly three 
months 4 
1 ‘Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O"MALLEY :-— 
3 “@ Yes. 


b) Yes. 
’ 8 Tt is not a fact that no action has been. taken on the petition. 
Instructions have been issued to the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division 
3 in Municipal Department letter No. 2143 M., dated the 29th ‘ovember, 1917, 
of which a copy is Jaid on the table. Government has no information as to 
the construction of a masonry receptacle: M 

d) It is understood that the services at the Brahmo Church have been 
discontinued.” > 
Copy of Municipal Department letter No. 2143M., dated the 29th November, 

1917, to the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Diwision. 

‘Wrru reference to the correspondence ending with your memorandum 
No, 2. dated the gist July 1917, 1 am directed to forward, in original, 
for favour of dispdsal by you jn consultation with the Deputy Commissioner, 
Darjeeling, the enclosed memorial from Sir K. G. Gupta and. others, protest- 
ing against the use of the new structure on the east of Brahmo Mandir in 
the Darjeeling Bazar for the purposes of a fish market. 

9. Tt appears that the fish market is a source of nuisance to the 
ia mombers of the Brahmo Samaj attending the Mandir and that jn conse- 
j quence of it Sunday services have had to be stopped. Tam therefore to 





suggest that steps may be taken to bring about sone means of relief by 
negotiations between the Samaj authorities ‘and the Municipality. and in the 
last resort only by action under section 63 of the Bengal Municipal Act. 
By the Hon'ble Basu Broservra KisHoR Ray CHAUDHURI :— 
@ t XLV. @ Will the Government be pleased, to make a’ statement 
© an gail. showing the number of— 4 
‘4 i) rent suits; 
(vi) title suits; and 

; (iit) money suits 
that were instituted’and disposed of in each of the last five years by each of 
the Munsifis in Tangail ! e 

(b) What was the total number of working days of the Munsifis diring 

each of the last five years ¢ 





E ity ct thre es ‘that at present only one Munsiff is working at Tangail in 
i 5 so, is this reduction pro} rtionate to a correspondi falling off 
fee: in * eed fe saad enirated | ie a ne 5 i 

y ¢) Are the Government aware of any expressed grievance ainst, the 
4 way the work is managed by the present Maret at ‘Tangail? * 





Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


Rae « (a) and (b) Statements furnishing the information are jaid on the 
1 table: t 


Bee mas ois 
) Since 1914 there has been a large falling off in title suits, which has 





ge 

we srmitte i ‘ 

a Sais is! the temporary deputation of one ‘unsiff to Netrakona and one 
Nd ao) 0.” 4 : ‘pee 











) Are the Government a7 
cireular referred to in clause 


__ of Engineerit 
grade ates _that their future p1 
io chance | the Assistant Head Masi 
the Head aneanip ‘of any High School under the 


(0) Is ita fact that the Head Master of the hte: 
_ Educational Service, while the Assistant Head’ pci, a 
‘in the ae Service? ase: 
that the ‘xstibtadt Hod Maitet is not g 
his inte to Assistant Head Masters of Government 


er by the Hon'ble Ma. O’Maney - — Bhs i 
» 
i “ (@) Teachers of thé Calcutta Commerical Tn: 
ers. Circular No. eS 
n’ble Member presumably refers, 
Pete (B). Government are not aware of such a feeli The orders r 
romotion to different classes of the pense wa ha >) 
‘were issued with the circular above refer officers 
wal can be transferred to higher aaa Seat ‘hey are 
to porta - 
“ (0) Yes. 


(d) Yes.” ‘ * 


the Hon'ble Banw Brovennra Krsuor Rav CHacbHURL : 


a Will the Government be eased eprint sees 
se Technical Examination Fara as ti pss 





cS meee inp with fonctions similar 


‘Sibpur C é 
Soa years a consolidated grant for conti 
he repairs of the ae and to 
administration to the governing body. 
ted strengthening and ro-arrangement 


the Head Clerk. 


the case 
‘the ‘reduction of the numbers of’ reduced. frooahig 
and io the erention of four stipends yeury of Rs. 
Poor students to attend the Dacca School of 


i) othe gr 


se pn fe Sil dea 
made by Messrs. W. H. 


x 


email) 1), that the aet 
oto be bak sa as “4h can be d 
poe ik psig ee 





‘Technical 
to the Joint Technical. ] 
‘inspect technical institutions, to cava the | 
peaeaeal ‘and industrial education and to keep 


evelopment of the Presidency... As Secreta 

he Board, he attends the. shinee an 
heir correspondence ani e 

uch ie for the Ov ein pepe ce amir 


ing the results an ‘issuing cel ificates to sucessful candic 


(b) The Hon'ble Member is referred to pages 280 rete of 
ivil Atk for Bengal econ ane to Ist Apri 1917. 


the Hon'ble Banu. Broseona Kisnor Rav Canty 


T! (a) Is it true that the Government have permitted the | 
e authorities to commence the session of the ‘sere Brae irtm 
nber every year 4 
}) Are the Government aware that only Matri ates are 
din the Apprentice Department and that the result of 
‘Examination is usually pul lished in June? j 


py the Hon'ble Mx, O'Mannuny :— 


(a) Yes. The date was ghanged. to sovatince because 
g applications for admission unt until after the 
ination results are published, with the result that the first 
‘be formed till July and the work cannot be | into full : 
“vacation, which starts in August and lasts til ‘November. 


Most. of the Indian candidates admitted into the 
e ide aeecioae results are dep publ 





“findutehace fee ‘cf Re” 2 ‘for each: of the ab 
September and October, and 


11 ‘monthly for the rest of the year. 
is, by order of the University authorities, regarded as the cot 
the current academical year for first year students. - 


jo money has yet been realised, RODE for the "month of’ 
cmd paid will not be refunded. 


will the Government be pleased to ne on Rint table 
and persons against whom action - 
der the Calcutta Municipal (Amen, ak 1917, since 
0 force, u their adouses ae the 


vei inflicted on 


he adulterat ghee? 


ah 
of persons and fea Crete a action is been 
fiom he 18th September,.1917 (the date of the 


_Municipil Amendment Act, 1977) up to the 80th November, 
and the penne inflicted. 


Address of place of business. ‘Action taken and result, 


section 495A for the selling, storing for sale, ete. 
P erated ghee, te 





215, Cornwallis Street | 
207-1, ditto’. 
1,Nandan Bagun Street — 


8-1, Ra 
Rakhit Lane. 


58, Cotton bare 























Seizure and destruction of adulterated ghee. 


‘ome of firm ot person, 
Abinash Ch. Kundu 
Sankar 


aur 
Surendra Nath Sadhn- 
khan, 
Harish Chandra Nandy 
Rajani Kanto Sett 


Surendra Nath Kundu ... 


Baktar Mull Modi 


Tara Chand Ghosh . 


Address of place of business. ‘Action taken and result., 


"89, Beadon Row 


125, Upper - Ohitpur ‘ 
Road. 8 mn 
mall quaftities aggre- 
84-1, Grey Street... gating 14 seers were 
es y destroyed at these 
ROT EPee, Cireular places. 
113-1," Manicktolla 
Street. ‘| 
28, Raja’s Chowk ‘Three anda halt maunds 
(godown) and 58, were destroyed, 
Clive Street. 
26, Cotton Street... 894 tins (4.e., 450 maunds) 
were seized and the 
Magistrate has ordered 
their destruction. 
17, Convent Road... 35 seers were destroyed. 


Prosecution under section 507 Sor refusing to selt samples. 


_Chunilal Ghosh 


1 


22; Darmahatta Street Prosecuted ; ease pending 
in court. 


By the Hon’ble Rat Mixenpra Cuanpra Mrrra Baxapur :-— 


LVI. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
a the amount actually realised on account of road and public works 
cesses from the districts of Hooghl (figures for Howrah may be given 
occa if possible), Bankura, idnapore, Birbhum and Burdwan during 


the last five years ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Matiey ;— 
“A statement is laid on the table.” 


‘Statement showing the amounts actually reatised on account of road and 
public works cesses in the Burdwan Division during the last: five 





years.” s 
ee 
x Districts. | 1918-14, | 1914-15. | 1915-16, | 1916-17. 
| Rs. i Rs. | Rs. Rs. 

4,07,530 624,326 
168,199 1,583,717 
112,284 110,278 
4,07 )522 4/10,805 
2,22)188 2,11,652 
11,094 1,05,726 















iG 
Road and publie_ 
works cesses in 
certain districts. 





‘The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill : 
Mr. Cumming ; The President ; Babu Kishori ‘Mohan Chaudhuri. 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 2. 


THE BENGAL TENANCY (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1917. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cummina moved that the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Bengal ‘Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1917, be taken into 
consideration. rj 


‘The motion was.put and agreed to. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cusine said :— Fz 

“With your permission, Sir, I wish to make a further formal motion at 
this stage, namely, that the clauses be now considered.for settlement in the 
form recommended by the Select Committee.” 


‘The Prestenr said :— 

“May I explain to Hon’ble Members that this is purely formal and a 
necessary motion? ‘The Bill has been altered in the Select Committee and 
we now desire to take into consideration the Bill as aménded by the Select 
Committee.” ‘ 


The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Presrpen't said :— * a 


“Phere will be some small alterations in the order in which the amend- 
ments are taken. Some of tho ‘amendments are not strictly in their correct 
order. ‘The first amendment that will be taken up is the amendment propos 
by thé Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan “Chaudburi to omit the word “ Hadis”” 
jn’section 49A. ‘That will be taken up first.” ‘ 


AMENDMENTS TO THE BILL. 
(Amendment No. M(B.) 


The Hon'ble Basu Kisnort Moan Cuaupiunt moved that the word 
“ Fadia” in line 10 of sub-section (2) of section 49A be omitted. 


He said :-— S 

“My Lord, I think that the word ‘ Hadis ’ should be omitted whether they 
are taken as ‘Hadis’ or ‘ Haris’ pravtically. so far as Bengal is concerned 
they are naturalised. ‘There are in Eastern Bengal persons who are called 
“Hadis’ practically carrying on the same profession as ‘Haris’ in Northern 
and Western Bengal too, In ‘that case they should not be taken .as 
aboriginals. 1 therefore propose that the word ‘ Hadig 'should be omitted.” 


. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Commune said -— i 
“Sir, my opinion is that the Hon'ble Member seems to be under a mis- 
apprehension. I think he is referring to certain ‘Hadis’ in Northern 
Bengal, but as explained in theletter of the Director of Land Records which 
is included in the opinions, which are before the Council, it. was stated that 


» = these “Hadis’ are of Garo origin in Eastern Bengal; and it is to them that : 


the Bill is intended to refer.” 





‘The Hon'ble Bauo Kisnoffi Monan Cuaupaurt said — i 


_ My Lord, of course my informatjon is that in Eas jengal a is 
+ another class of persons who are ais * Hadis’ rn ° Gus 

























; The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. . 
"Babu Kishoré Mohan Chaudhri; Mr. ‘Cumming ; The President. 


origin, but they are of long antiquity. My information is ovidently not correct. 
I thought that ‘ Hadis, ’ or ‘ Haris’, as they.are called in Eastern Bengal, were 
™Teant. ~ r : ¥ 
In that case I beg to withdraw my amendment.” 
The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


(Amendment No. II (é/).) 


The Hon’ble Bano Krstort Mouan Cuaupnuri moved that the word 
“Kochs” in line 11 of sub-section (2) of section 49A be omitted, 


He said :-— “ ‘ 

“My Lord, Kochs in Bongal are naturalised, and I understand’ that the. 
Hon’ble Mr. Cumming is also of the opinion that the Kochs should be included 
with certain restrictions ; some insertion should be made so that it may be 
restricted to the Dacca Division only, and refer only to persons who are 
of Garo origin. My idea is that there may be some difficulty even in Eastern 
Bengal. Ithink it should be omitted altogether. If there are in Eastern 
Bengal—and 1 am not aaare of it—some who are recent settlers there coming 
from the Garo tract, some restrictions may be made. So far as I know Kochs 

* exist in different parts of Bengal ; they came here long ago, even if they are 
aboriginals. If the Kochs are included then the Rajbansis should be also 

‘included, because there is no very great distinction between the Kochs and 
the Rajbansis. I think the ‘Kochs’ should be omitted altogether.” 


The Hon'ble Mx. Cumaine said :-— 

“Sir, in view of the Hon’ble Member’s amendment that the word ‘ Kochs* 
should be omitted, I propose to make an amendment which, I think, would 
meet his wishes, namely, that the term should refer only to those of that 
tribe who are in Kastern Bengal. Eastern Bengal officers have themselves 
recommended that the Kochs of that area should be included ; and I think 
that the Hon’ble Member's idea was primarily obtained from the report of 
Mr. McAlpin who at first said that he thought that the Kochs were too 
advanced to be classed as aborigines, but who subsequently informed me 
that the Kochs of Eastern Bengal .should be included. 1 therefore object 
to the omission of the word’‘ Kochs’ altogether.” 


‘The Hon'ble Basu Kisuort Monay Cuaupuunr said :— 


. “If the Members coming from Eastern Bengal have no objection, 1 have 
no objection to accepting the amendment proposed, but [ think that only the 
Dacca Division should be included. With that restriction my motion may be 
accepted,” . ~ 


The Preswenr said :— ' = 
~ . & The Hon'ble Member in charge of the Bill proposes to move that amond- 
ment if the Hon’ble Member will withdraw his own.” 


_ The Hon'ble Basu Kisnort Moan Onavbaurt said :— 
eter ‘ Tn that case, I withdraw my amendment.” 
_ Phe motion was then, by leave of the Prosident, withdrawn. 


(Amendment No. III.) 


‘The following motion was also held to be -withdeaia 
_ The Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray’ to move that the® word 
Kochs " in line 11 of sub-section (2) of adction 494: be omitted. 



















Tho Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 


Mr. Cumming ; Babu Ambika. Charan Magumdar, 
(amendment No.1 (i).) “i 


‘Phe Hon'ble Mr. Cumamina moved that after the word “ Kochs”” in line 
11 of sub-section (2) of section 49A, the brackets and words “* (Dacca 
Division)” be inserted, 


He said :— 
“ gir, for the reasons which I have already given, I propose to move the 
amendment.” 


‘The Hon’ble Banu Ampika Craran Mazoumpar said :— 


“My Lord, it seems tome that both the words ‘ Bakarganj District’ after 
‘the words ‘Maghs ’ and the words “Dacca Division’ after the words ‘Kochs ” 
are unnecessary, and ought not to be there for the simple reason that we need 
not specify territorics where those people may be. The Maghs in Bakarganj 
may remove to the neighbouring districts of Faridpur, and if they do so, there 
jg no reason why they should not enjoy the protection which has been granted 
toMaghs in Bakarganj. [do not know why they should be at a disadvantage 
when they remove to any other place. Consequently the territorial distinction 
ought not to be there ; wherever they may be they should have the rights and 
rivileges conferred by the proposed legislation, As far as the words * Dacca 
Deri’ ‘are concerned, I know that there aro'no Kochs in the districts of 
Faridpur and Barisal, but 1 do not know whether they may not be found 
in Mymensingh and Dacca. However, in the view I have expressed, I hope 
that both the words ‘ Bakarganj’ and ‘Dacca Division > will be removed so 
that these privileges may be enjoyed by these specified tribes wherever 
they may be.” : 


"The motion was put and agreed to. 


(Amendment No. | (éi).) 


. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Cusaune moved that for the word “ Bakarganj” in line 

12.of sub-section (2) of section 494, the words “Bakarganj District” be 

substituted. 3 

Ho said :— 


_ “Sir, this is purely formal and would be in harmony with the addition 
which has already been made regarding the Kochs.”’ 


The motion was put and agreed to, 


(Amendment No. 1 (il 





)) 


whe Hon'ble Mr. Cummina moved that the words “and allied castes 
or tribes” in lines 12 and 14 of sub-section (2) of section 49A be omittod. 


He said -— \ 


_ “Sir, the Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudburi has a similar motion. 
_ Objection has been made, and I think, with some reason, that as conan 
tried to meet the opinions which have been given, by inserting a definite 
statement in the Bill of those whom Government hold. to be aboriginals, we 
should not go back and insert an indefinite phrase like ‘allied castes and 
an J am, therefore, prepared to withdraw that part of the clause from 
uciyy of f genes 


“The motion was put and agreed to. 





apeieaes 














The Bengal Toraney (Amendment) Bil 
at Macouoe Chunder Ghose Bahadur ; Mr. Camera 
"(amendment No. 11 (28) ‘ ‘ 
‘The following motion was then held to be withdrawn :— ee 
he Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri to move that the words 


“allied castes or tribes” in lines 13-and 14 of sub-section (2) of section 494 
‘be omitted. 




















(Amenament Nos. IV and Vv.) 
The Presipenr said -— 





“Amendments marked 4 and 5, proposed section 49K, deal with the 
~ Same point. The Hon'ble Member whose names stands first on the agenda 
Paper, will move his amendment first.” bs 











_ Phe Hon’ble Rat Desexper Cuuxvex Guose Baxapur moved that for - 
the words “‘under his own cultivatién ” in line 5jof section 49E, the words 
“in his possession " be substituted. . 
\ ‘He said -— y 
f “My Lord, in section 49K, line 5, we have the words ‘under his own 
‘eultivation ' with reference to the aboriginal tenure-holder. raiyat. or under 
tenure-holder who does not necessarily cultivate his own land, and if you are 
to give the power to mortgage property to them, an aboriginal tenant, then 
by using the words ‘under his own cultivation ’ you restrict his right to 
mortgage. I do not think that this was the intention of the framers of the 
_ Bill, and I believe that it was an oversight, and I therefore suggest that in 
~ line 5, the words ‘in his Possession’ be substituted for the words ‘under 
his own cultivation.’ This includes direct as well as indirect possession.” 











The Hon'ble Basu Ama Cnanan Mazumpan moved that for the words 


(> ander’ his, own cultivation” in line 5 of section 49E, the words “ held by 

|. him” be substituted. u * 

| Avira ‘ a f 
© He said :— ‘ 


_, “My Lord, following in the footsteps of my learned friend Rai Debender — i 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur, | will goa step further and, to remove all ambiguity, 
ask that the words ‘held by him’ be substituted for the words ‘ under his 
own cultivation.’ In fact the Government probably do not want to restrict 
the usufructuary mortgages simply to land immediately in the cultivation of 

~ an aboriginal. ‘The expression ‘in his” Possession,’ as suggested by 
hon'ble friend, may also be liable to misconstruction as to the meaning of the 
~ word ‘ possession.’ whether it is khas possession or indirect possession, so that’ 
temove all doubts and difficulties, the words ‘ held by him’ are necessary. 
vs there may be many tenure-holders who have not an inch of ground 
under “his own cultivation; the section proposes to give him the right of 
etuary mort; be tenure-holders also, and in such a case the tenure- 
te would be Deptived of the advantage given by section 49E; So 
ink the words ‘held by him’ would cover, both the intention of the 
«the Bill as well as the intention of my hon’ble friend. li is also a 
; prehensive term and cannot lead to any misconception or mis- 





tae (i sont 
tional and far from failing to 
it is. the very opposi 

> Bill, cer very lage 


of fas framers 
he | Hon'ble Rai 8 
) Hon'ble, Babu Ambika Charan pce sek " 





fone See Core Guose Banapur moved:that for the 
ie 7 of section 49K, the word “nine” be substitnted. 
this is a section which gives liberty to an aboriginal tenant to 
ructuary ino with another person for a period of 

Tt appears that when the Bill was o nally framed, the period 
was 9 years; whon ‘the Bill went to the Select Committee, the Boleot 
» found that in the Chota Nagpur ‘Cenaney “Act, Bengal Act 1 of 

period given in such cases was 7 years, 80, without giving any. 

they init that because it was 7 years in the Chota Nagpur ‘Tenancy. 

re we must adopt the same period, give 7 years as the. 

lan of a usufructuary mortgage. Now this. la la 


Wo ™ 
bewdiey of this Government of making the rights of the less 


2 ‘country inalienable. They are improvident, vextra~ 
- State comes to: their aid and. says,‘ Your rights, im your 
property; will not pass to another ; if it passes, it must pass to so 
f your class.’ One of the earliest k ve’ enactments in this: 
was the Panjab Alienation Act, and in that Act the period given in. 
ters, usufructuary mortgage is 20 years. Similarly, when’ 
was a regulatiow passed for the Ajmere tracts, the period given was 
eT an lhe am. pict, Speaking from first-hand experience,— 


by Mey Me sti who fis an intimate 

ions © of these aboriginals in several 

roluced i Goxnell by the Heeble Me Beaton 
wing in knoWledge of the conditions of li 


es also the period is considerably longer. 
ite. pod wae 9 gore: ©The Bil we Sates 
sme iy Ai i 


these circumstances, without any reason, any ie wv ‘ 


being given, except. that the period of 7 years is given in the 
aeauor Act, Sir, I would submit that it is not pr to make it sé 
% We ‘must remember that in the Chota Nagpav Divi 
community of aboriginals, and it, is not sosmall as we 
triets of Bengal proper. That bei 
7 years because there would be } 


on 
case ngal, and therefore I submit that it would be 

little loge period as originally given in tho Bill. Nine yoars fe not 

» but still I bow to the opinion of the gentlemen who are responsible 
‘as it was originally framed: : 


Pei: wie A 


de Pb “Inaniactteoctidiama 
“Mr OMBNTMY WH, ‘he dias too pron 
Asses coat a aoe 
oe years had been fixed; unf 
‘tuch research it, could 





Rar Dene ‘Onunpre Guose 
bered as sub-section (Z) of that | 
after the proviso to that section, ey 
(9) An aboriginal tenant's power ‘and right to morlgae 
@) restricted ‘to only one form of mortgage, nemel: 
mortgage.” if Bite 
said -— 
Re Lord. us ta that in tis sate Si ater pce 
which debars jourt, selling the right of be 0 
tion of the mortgage-debt, § and if that be 0, it: ponies 


: ‘man enters into a mo sips ‘epay the de 
‘ ui pei aes to ae ecurity | cri 
so far as security is 


aera 
the. cena) call ‘efuse to sell the secured land tbe i 
ap i i decree, That being so, it wi 
many words, without leaving this question to be 
there will be only one form of mortgage, te, gaotnary 
other form. of mortgage. It will save re litigation,” a4 


‘camnot abhi the correctness ‘of the Hon’ble Manbee's art t 
simple yet under section polo tl 


mortgage is not forbidden, 
an usufructuary mortgage t! 
ed to meet him. | should 
if, he will accept 1 this alterati 
inal tenant’s power to mortgage his ae shall b 
one form of mortgage; namely, a ‘a complete 
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The Bengal Teniney (Amendment) Bill: 
Mr, Cumming ; Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 


he must go to the Collector to'have his permission, That, no doubt protects, 
the aboriginal generally from letting out his land toa non-aboriginal to his 
own detriment, but it seems to me that there aro certain classes ofy land 
which may be very usefully, I inay Say to the very best interests of the 
aboriginals, leased out to non-aboriginals. I have seen in many Sonthal 
Parganas districts where hills, rocks and other lands, wholly unfit for cultiva- 
tion, have been let out to nop-aboriginal persons to considerable advantage. 
These lands have long been useless to them, but to health-seekers and other 
people who want to build houses in these parts of the country, these rocks, 
hills and other lands, unfit for cultivation, are lot ata very fair rent, and at. 
the same time with a very fair bonus. We ought not to deprive the abori- 
ginal tenure-holders or raiyats of these advantages. Of course Simultala and 
other places do not one to Bengal now, but you may enquire of the Ghat- 
wals of Telua or the Thakurs of Rohini, and you will find what advantages 
they have derived by letting out hills and rocks to other people which were 
perfectly usoless to them before, and I think the objects of tue Bill would be 
fully maintained if an additional advantage is. given to tho non-aboriginal 
tenure-holders and raiyats who has to let out lands which) are wholly unfit for 
cultivation \to non-aboriginals for purposes for which they themselves cannot 
use them, and with this view T move that this permission of the Qollector 
shall not ordinarily bo withheld in case an aboriginal tenure-holder applies 
for permission to settle with a non-aboriginal person land which is unfit for 
cultivation, Ihave used the word “ordinarily ’ deliberately. T do not wish 
that the aboriginal tenure-holder should foolishly part with his land, which 
he may.use for other purposes, and therefore whon the Collector shall have to 
consider an application for settling land with ‘other people made to him, he 
shall have an opportunity of considering whether it was a case in which 
permission ought or ought not to be granted for the benefit of the aboriginal.® 
And,° of course, if he finds an exceptional case he may withhold. the 
permission. That is the object’ of this amendment, and T hope it will meot 
with the approval of Government.” 


The Hon'ble Mx: Comauna said -— . 


“Stk, the Hon'ble Member has prepared this amendment, as he says, in 
the interests of the aboriginals. My reply to that is that the clause. as 
framed does not prohibit such & trans ‘er; and if the Collector finds that it is 
to the interest of the aboriginals in such cases ‘as the Hon’ble Member has 
mentioned, surely the Collector would be the vory first to allow the transfer, 
But I go further and suggest that details of this nature seam rather out of 

~ order in legislation of this type. The underlying principle is that in certain 
classes of cases the aboriginal is not allowed to transfer of his own volition, 
but that he must got the permission of his Collector ; and again I refer to the 


literature on the subject. The Sonthals say,— “We wish to be protected 

against ourselves ; we wish that our power of transfer should be limited ’ 

and I think that, if there is a transfer and if it is at all suitable in the in- 

ere of the aboriginals, the Collector would be the first to allow it to take 
lace. : 


Pho Hon'ble Banu Awprxa Caran Mazuwpan said —° 


“My Lord, it is with the object of giving the Collector. some idea of the 
policy of the legislation that I want this amendment, and I fully understand 
1 he Collector may grant, Permission in case of hills” rocks: and: so forth, 
‘ iment would give him an idea as to the policy which we aro 

ing this section, é.e., in the*case of hills, rocks, ete., the policy 
nt pi ion and not withhold it. The Collector, may be misled. 
y iin his own ideas and opinions and he may refuse bodily all 
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applications of that sort. To give him an idea as to what is the policy of the 
law, not to.restrict the right of transfer in certain cases, that I have moved 
this amendment.” 


The motion was then put and lost. 


(Amendment No. 1X.) 
Proposed Section 46 G. 


‘The Hon'ble Rar Dengxner Caunver Guose Banapur moved that the 
word “valid” be inserted after the words “shall be” in line 4 of section 49G, 
and tho rest of the section beginning with the word “ registered ” and ending 
with the word “ jurisdiction ” be omitted. 


He said :— 

“My Lord, I understand that the framers of the Bill, would not have it 
declared that any transaction in contravention of the provisions of this chapter 
shall be valid, and that it will be more effective if we were to, tell the 
Registrar not to register any instrument or transaction in contravention of the 
provisions of this chapter. It is throwing a very great burden on the Regis- 
trar and unfortunately the Registration Department is the least educated in 
law. I think it would lead’ to considerable legal proceedings or proceeding 
before the Sub-Registrar and District Registrar and so on if you allow @ pro-! 
vision like this to remain in the Statute Book. But if you say it will not be 
valid, I think it will answer your purpose, ‘Lhe registration of a document 
does not necessarily make it valid ; it is merely a’help in the procedure before 
a court as regards evidence of the transaction and also as evidence of some- 
thing of a transaction that happened ata certain time. If the transaction 
itself is invalid, is forbidden by law,I do not see why you should go out 
of your way and say that no Registrar shall register it. There is no harm if 
is is registored, nor is it necossary in a legislative enactment to say that 
it will not be valid for any purpose. I do not ‘know whether if you say 
it will not be valid, whether it will be recognised as valid by any court, in 
the exercise of its criminal jurisdiction, though it may be some evidence of 
the commission of a crime. -I do not know whether you can restrict the 
criminal court from looking into it, and therefore I say that the rest of the 
sentence is needless.” \ 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cumauna said :— 


“Sir, the Hon’ble Member bases his amendment, [ apprehend, on two 
grounds : first as a matter of drafting and secondly as a matter of common 
sense. First as to the matter of drafting, if the Hon'ble Member's. proposal 
wore carried out, I ask him to consider what would be the difference between 
49G and 49B, and I would further point out to him that the phrases to 
which he objects are contained in no fewer than three Acts. In the Chota 
Nagpur Act itis said that no transfer shall be registered or shall be in an: 
way recognised as valid by any court whether in the exercise of civil, 
eriminal or revenue jurisdiction, In the Punjab Alienation of Land Act it 
is stated that an instrument which contravenes any provision of this Act 
Shall not be permitted to be registered, and in the Sonthal Parganas Settle- 
ment Regulation it ig stated that no transfer or transaction in contravention 
of this Act shall be registered or shall be in any way recognised as valid i 
any court whother in the exercise of civil, criminal or revenue 
I think, Sir, whether on the ieee of common sense or on thi 
drafting the framers of the Bill had ample reason for making this 

; Pisin oi) 
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The Hon'ble Rar Desznper Cxoxper Guose Banapur said — 


“My Lord, there is a preceding section 490, which says that any 
transaction in contravention of the previous section will ve invalid, and my 
objection is that part if not the whole of section 49G is redundant. Tt_is 
not necessary, and the luxury of having the provision as regards registration 
and having a broad statement to the effect that no court in the exercise of any 
civil, criminal or revenue jurisdiction will recognise it, will not make this 
piece of legislation a work of art. If you use other words, if you put in 
redundant or unnecessary provisions, then one cannot admire the work- 
manship.”” 

The motion was then put and lost. ’ 


(Amendment No. X—first Part.) 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cummrna moved that after the word “ continued” in 
line 6 of sub-section (Z) of section 49H the words “ or is” be inserted. 
He said :— 

“The object of this amendment is purely verbal. The wording of 
the clause is ‘hag continued,’ but the idea of continuance is not correct with 
teference to the use of section 49F, and I therefore wish to add the words 
‘or is’ after the word ‘continued’ in order to make the whole phrase 
logical.” 

The motion was put and agreed to, 


(Amendment No. Xi.) 


The Prestpent addressing the Hon'ble Rai Debendor Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur said :— 


“Does the Hon'ble Member wish.to move his amendment ?” 
The Hon’ble Rat Devexper Cuunver Guoss Bazapur said :— ‘s 


“My proposed amendment will not now be necessary in view of, the 


amendment which has been accepted.” 


‘The Hon'ble Member, accordingly, with the approval of the President, 
withdrew the following motion standing in his name—, namely, “that for the 
word ‘or’ in line 7 of sub-section (2) of section 49H the words ‘or has been 
in possession in contravention of the provisions of’ be substituted.” 


(Amendment No. X—second part.) 


The Hon'ble Mr. Gumamiva ihen moved that after the figures and letter. 
“49F" in line 7 of sub-section (2) of section 49H the words “as the case . 
may be” be inserted. 

He said :— 

“This again, Sir, is a mater of drafting. It-is considered proper to 

make this,addition if the first part of the amendment was accepted.” 
» The motion was put and agroed to. 


‘ (Amendment No. xi), 
‘Tho Hon’ble Rar Denenper Ouuxoer Guosr Baxapur:moved that for the 


~ word “ejection” at the end of provise (5) to sub-sectiqn (J) of section 49H, 
__ the word “ojectment” be substituted. . 


ae ) 
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getty ; English word, but in thi of 
“My Lord, ‘ejection’ is a good English word, ut in this case 

idaalee ane tenant the legal phraseology is “ejectment.’ T think, Tam not 
wrong in saying that it is more usw to say ‘ejectment’ in place of 
‘ ejection.’” 7 § 
The Hon'ble Banu Aunika Cuanan Mazompan said :-— 

~ “4 Bjeotion’ is a queer expression, although it may be good English, but 
I would use the-word ‘eviction’ which I think is more appropriate.’ 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cusauna said :— _ 
“Taccept the Hon'ble Member's amendment and beg to thank him for 
pointing out the defect.” 
‘he motion Was put and agreed to. snuf 


(Amendment No. XIV.) 


‘The Hon'ble Kumax Sar Suexmaneswar Rar moved that for the 
first two lines of sub-section (2) of section 49H the following be substituted, 
namely :— 

“Within a month of passing an order under sub-section (7), the: 
Collector shall either—”. si 
He said :— seate ears 

“My Lord, this is a small matter. A limitation of this kind is necessary 
because considerable delay may be caused in the Collector's office before the 
order is carried out and the land.is disposed of in the manner prescribed. I 
therefore hope that my amendment will be accepted.” 


The Hon'ble Mn. Cusine said :— 


Sir, I understand the Horf ble Member to say that unless a limitation of 
this kind is imposed a considerable delay will occur in the Collector's office. 
T object to any limitation of this deseription. 1 think it unreasonable to bind 
the Collector to this period. Besides it is not inconceivable that the matter 
might never come up at all before the Collector within the prescribed period. 
. * rathor unfair, and ‘on’ general grounds it is unreasoaablé, to bind the 

ollector.”” 



















A division was then taken with the following result :+- 
Ayes 18. : Noe—27, a 
‘Tie Hon'ble Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. ‘Tho Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheéler, K.c1.8 6.8.1, 
» oy Sit Bijay Chand Mahtab, + yy Satyendra Prasanna Sinha, xr. 
K.od.k, L0.aM, Mahatajedhicaje ©}, ., Mr. d, G. Cumming, os. 
Bahadar of Burdwan. yy Surgean-General 
Kumar Shib Shokhareswar Ray, Can, 0.9.0. 
"Baba Brojendra Kishore Ray yy,‘ Mr. ©, J, Stevenson-Moore, 0.¥.0. 
Chandburi. Noe pote de Hy Bere, 8.1, 0.18, 
Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. » oy Js Donald, 
ni, De-Deba Bram geben 2 yy 1,88. O'Malley, 1 
eet a i ler Olunder Ghose Bahadar. 5, yyy B.A, A. Cowley. 
"Bai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, Hispsali mt ah 
» ow Mr, Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri.~ 2 
Sh Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray, 
+o» Bai Srinath Bay Bakadur, 
cae yy Mr KB. ‘ 





. Dutt. « 
‘* Babu Kishort Mohan Chaudburi, 









Babu Mahendra Neth Rays 
3 yy Ambika Charass Mazinnda. 










The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment). Ball. 
The Prosident ; Babu Ambila Charan Mazwndar ; Rai Debender Chunder 
sr Ghose Bahadur. ‘ 


a i The following members abstained from voting :— 
e _ The Hon’ble Dr. Nilratan Sarkar. 
gy Mani A. K.-Fazl-ul-Haq. 

+ Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 


The following members were absent — 
The Hon'ble Mr. 'T. ©. P. Gibbons. 
eee at + Thtisham-ul-Malk Rais-ud-Daula Amir-ul-Omrah Nawab 
Sir Asif Qadr Saiyid Wasif Ali Mirza Khan Bahadur 
Mahabat Jang, K.c.a.1., K.c.v.0., Nawab: Bahadur ,of 
Murshidabad. " 
is » Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, k.c.1.b. 
” » Mr. R. Glen. 
oy «ow. HAR. Al Trewin. 
ae » Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 
oe » Mr, Altaf Alix 
ea Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 
The ayes being 13 and the noes 27, the motion ewas lost. 


(Amendments Nos. XIV, XV, XVI and XVII.) 
The Presipenr said :-— 


{In the next amendment on the paper, the Hon'ble Member in charge of 
the Bill proposes to leave ott the word ‘heir’ and to substitute the words 
‘heir or legal representative ’ for it. The amendment which appears after that 
onthe paper stands in the name of the Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur, who proposes to leave out the word ‘ heir? altogether and substitute 
the words ‘legal representative’ for it. I shall therefore call upon him to 
‘move his amendment first.” * * 


The Hon’ble Banu Amprxa Cuaran Mazumpar said -— 
“My Lord, might I rise to a point-of order and obtain Your ‘Excellency’s * 


ruling? I think amendment No. XVI, which stands in my ‘name, shoul 
precede both Nos. XIV and XV.” f 


Phe Presipenr said :— fe ‘ 
~*~ “T donot understand on what grounds the Hon’ble’ Member asks that 
his amendment. should precede. No. XV. . ‘The amendment will. precede 
No. XIV,-but I do not understand why it should precede No, XV.” 
“The Hon’ble Basu Anika Caran Mazumpar said :— ‘ 
_ For this reason, my Lord, the amendment of the Hon'ble Mr. Cumming, 
XIV, is, to add the words ‘heir or legal representative’ and amendment 
No. XV is also practically to that effect, but amendment No. XVI wants to 
eliminate the word ‘ heir’ Hane and to substitute certain other words for 
it, so that if amendment. No. XVI be carried it will not be necessary to move 
Ra RT al at all, but if amendments Nos. XIV and XV be carried, 
it will cancel No. XVI.” _ : if 
ee 
already ruled to that effet, Amondinont No: XV also proposes 
rd‘ heir,’ and there is no, reason why Nos. XVI should 
” e 


Cuouxper Grose Banapur moved that in 
word “heir”, in the two places where’ 
” be substituted. a 


\ 
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He said :-— ch is 

“My Lord, ‘as you recognise testamentary powers in aboriginals, it is 
jnst possible that on the death of an aboriginal, if he leaves a will which is 
proved, that. his heir may not be the person to represent the estate. Some- 
body other than the heir may be his legal representative. An heir may be 
the legal representative, but not necessarily 80 5 somebody else may also be 
the legal representative, and therefore 1 think that if the Collector or the 
person who has the disposing power is to find out the person to whom the 
possession of the property is to be given, and if he is not allowed any liberty 
in the matter, or if he has to find out the -proper person to represent: the 
estate, then the proper expression should be ‘legal representative’, which 
expression may include the heir, but not always 80. As regards any other 
alteration, ‘ heir’ or ‘legal representative ’, of course that gives liberty to the 
disposing authority to select either the heir or the true legal representative 
who might not be the heir. ‘That is my submission to the. Council. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Comsaixe said :— 


‘oPhis is a matter of legal drafting ; and in this case I amr advised that 
although ‘legal representative’ might suitably be substituted for * heir’ it will 
be better to have both phrases. It is for this reaso that my name is down 
for another amendment to that effect. But ~I appeal to Hon’ble Members that 
ie dotual practice in dealing with Sonthals ‘he person who would first oceur 
to the mind of the Collector if the aboriginal tenure-holder, raiyat or under- 
raiyat were not available, would be the heir of such person, failing a member of 
his own family. That being so, as a matter of practical politics I suggest that 
the word ‘heir’ be retained.” 


The Hon'ble Rat Depenver C nunper Guose Banapur said :— 


“T accept the Hon'ble Mr. Cumming’s suggestion and I beg to withdraw 
my amendment.” 


The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. th 
« ‘The Hon'ble Bano Ammxa Cnaran Mazumpar moved that for the 
word “heir”, in line 3 of clause (a) of sub-section (2) of section 49H, the 
words “son, daughter, wife or husband, as the Collector may think fit” be 
substituted. 
1 
He said:— : 
“My Lord, section 49H relates to eviction by the Collector in certain 
cases, that is to say, when a person comes into possession of any Jand in 
contravention of the provisions of the previous section, the Collector ma; evict 
him and restore the land tothe transferee or his heirs. My objection is this. 
Ldo not want tocut down the power of the Collector; the word “heir” 
always implies a certain law under which this heirship is claimed. You 
cannot have an heir without some sort of jurisprudence to determine the 
heirship. As rerards most of the aboriginals, they are noither Hindus nor 
Muhammadans. In certain tracts they are akm to the Muhammadans and in 
others they are akin to the Hindus, so that when the Collector shall have to 
determine an. heir in the absence of a transferee, by what law is he to be 
guided? Will he come under the Hindu law or the Muhammadan law? I 
know that heirship is also determineds by custom, but I think among these 
aboriginal tribes you cannot find a well-defined eustom always prevailing, 80 that 
it will be very difficult for the Collector to find out the heir. Besides a “man 
may turn up and say that he is the brother of the deceased and ¢laim the pro- 
‘erty, and the Collector orders that the property be given to him, ‘Then again 
someone else may turn up and say-he is the son of the deceased. It would 
Jead to interminable cases compelling the Collector to enquire into all sorts of 
‘i . party eh 
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questions of law and custom. The object of the present measure is this, as 16, 
appears to me, that when the Collector takes up the matter into his hands, 

the land should go first of all to the nearest kith and kin of tho transferor and 

not toa non-aboriginal. That is the spirit. Now, it is not also a case of 

heirship because as soon as the tenant transferor has made the transfer he 

loses his right, he forfeits it. Then the legislature wants to come in and say, 

‘We shall have someone nearest to him.’ It is not a case of heirship, it is only 

a ease of aboriginal versus non-aboriginal. In that caso. I believe the object of 
the law would be fully satisfied if wo distinctly montion son, daughtor, 

wife or husband, as the case may be, or a8 the Collector thinks fit. T propose , 
to give a wider latitude to the Collector ; he may give it to the son or to the 

daughter or to the wife, or in the case of the wife being the tenant to the 
husband ; so that it is not a case of heirship under any law ; in fact there being 
hardly any law which you can say determines the case of this aboriginal or 
that aboriginal. In these cases, the purposes of the law would be best served 
by specifying the relations to whom the property can be given. Otherwiso, 

the landlord will be involved in frequent quarrels and litigations, which 
is, I believe, not the avowed object of the proposed legislation. T have 
mentioned the specific heirst 0 provide that he is not a non-aboriginal 
and also that he is one of the nearest kith and kin of the transferor, 
So instead of haying the word ‘heir,’ which would bring in intricate 
questions of law and fact, it would be much better to define exactly to 
whom the Collector may give the proporty,—the son, daughter, wife or 
husband, as the Collector may think fit. T want to give a certain amount of 
discretion’ to the Collector. I have already said: there is no question of heir 
Ship, because the right has been forfeited. [t is the intention of the legisla-. 
ture to keep the lands in the hands of the aboriginals by declaring in 
favour of anyone who may be nearly related to the deceased. The intro- 
duction of the word ‘heir’ will give rise to difficulties and uncertainties 
which we ought to avoid.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Provasn Cuunper Mrrrer said :— 


“My Lord; I desire to support this amendment. The object of this is to 
afford protection to the aboriginals, and I understand that that protection 
would be amply secured if.you give the protection to the immediate heirs of 
that sbgnginel, and the words ‘son, daughter, wife or husband’ will preclude, 
alot of-artful supposed distant relations coming forward as heire, and as 
indicated by my hon’ble friend, these aboriginals are governed by customary 


laws. Then the object of this legislation not being to give it to such sons, 


therefore these words I submit will serve that object fully, and therefore 
T support this amendment.”’ 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cuaaune said :— 


“My. Lord, I have listened to the remarks of the hon’ble gentlemen 


who have spoken. I appreciate their arguments. « They both desire that the 










_ Property should be retained in the Sonthal family, That, of course, is the 


object ofthe Bill, but, at the same time, I am advised by those who have 
»wledgo of the practical working that there will be no difficulty if the word 
“heir” be: retained. However, as Ihave already stated, I am prepared in 
order to cover the cases of those who are not actually members of the family, 
to include Sonthals who are local representatives. One Hon’ble Member 
to sence of Collector to this form, but’I think ". is neither wise ae 
necessary. would, only suggest to him—supposmg the grandson were the 
n etade, be pede from receiving the property ? I do not think 80. 

advii e Council to retain the phrase in this more genoric 
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‘The Hon'ble Banu Amnixa @HARAN Mazumpar said :— ° 

“My Lord, I filly support this anténdment. We have already made 
the Collector a zamindar without. a zamindari. I think we ought not to 
make him an irresponsible zamindar.. When tho Oollector settles the amount, 
he ouglit not to be allowed ‘to settle on terms other than those-which apper- 
tain to the original holding, and I think it is but just. and reasontble that he. 
should: be confined to the terms incidental to tho original holding and not 
to deviafo from them either in the way of strictness or of laxity.” 
The Hon'ble Mr. Cusine said :-— 
* “Sir, this amendment is proposed on the ground that itis intended to 


*“prevont the detriment of the landlord’s interest. { think the Hon'ble Mem- 


bers who have spoken have overlooked the fact that this is a penalty clause, 
that the landlord has already had one year.in which to exercise his rights, 
and that the Collector does not come in-at all within. this year. I put it to 
the Council. whether it is unreasonable after that period to give the Collector 
such discretion as he thinks fit to exercise. I, therofore, oppose*the amend- 
ment,” ’ : 


Tho Hon'ble Kuwak Sis Suexuaniswar Ray said _ 
* My Lord, it is quite possible that a holding niay not be taken on the 
same terms, but a non-aboriginal may come forward and pay the same@ate of 
rent. The zamindar has got six months’ time.” 
The Hon'ble Mr.-Cummia said :— 
“No, he has got one year’s time.” 
The Hon'ble Kumar Suis Sarxnanzswan Ray said — 


“It does not matter, it ay. be one year, it only shows that he ‘cannot get 
an aboriginal tenant to take the holding at the existing rent, but that is no 
reason why he should not settle the holding with a non-aboriginal. It was 


. 


~ not the zamindar’s fault that the holding was taken away from the, occupier 


and* made over to him for resettlement.” 


A division was then taken with the following result -— 














Aye—17. | . Noee—21, 
‘The Hon'ble: Raja Hrishikesh Laha, c.1.m, | The Hon'ble Sir Henry Whecler, x.0 1.8, 0.8.1, 
»» 2Mr. Brovash Chunder Miter, [om . ow yy Satyendra Prasauion Sinha, Ki, 
» 9 WBir Bijay’ Chand Mahtab, wont.) |) Mr JG. Camming, os., ot, 
KCK, 10.My — Maharajadhiraja | 5, , Surgeon-General.. W.  R Edwards, 
“Babaifur of Burdwan. CB CNG, 
» Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. mw Mr. ©, J. Stevenson-Moore, c.v.0. 
Babu Brojendra: Kishore Ray Chau- | ,, » J, H. Kerr, 08.1, ote. 
i. aa >) L-8.8, O'Malley. 
Mr. Arun Chandra Singha, a mn Be Ae A. Cowley. 
Dr-Doba Prasad Sarbathikart, cue |" " "Gr Bompas. 
Rai Debender Chunder' Ghose | 
Bahadur. Leip e%igy 
Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. thie Sean 
% gM Ashraf Ali Khan Clade an eee 
Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray, ae aes 
sty. Bry Alta Aliy pei boy Wel HL. Ardea=Wood, 
»» — Rai Srinath Ray Babadur.. en »  Aminur Rahman, 
sow ) Mahendra © Chandra Mitra, ». yy POW, Carter, c.1.n, 
Bahadur. (oN Sie A. Birkinyre, ier. * 
om. Mee KB. Dutt. ‘on. ow Maulyi Abul Kosem. 
» 9) Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, som KhaneSahib Aman Ali, 
» 9 Ambika Charan Mazumdar, ) om Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, oe. 
‘Tho following members abstained from voting :—., 
The Hon'ble Dr. Nilratan Sarkar. 6 * 
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The following member§ were absent :-— « 
_ The Hon'ble Mr. me & P. Gibbons. 


. Donald. ‘ 
ym 9 Th Nam-il-Mulke Raig-ud-Daula Amir-ul-Omrah Nawab 
Sir Asif Qadx Saiyid Wasif 'Ali Mirza Khan Bahadur, 


“ 


* Mahabat Jang, x.c.8.1.; K.c.v.o., Nawab Bahadur of 
Murshidabad. : i 
i a . Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, K.c.1-4. : 
BN Mr, R Glemeis 2 . 
las cy, ER Aden ‘ 
Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy.«. © r my ee ate 


« » _ Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 
The ayes being 17 and the noes 21, the motion was lost. 


2 (Amendment No. XIX.) 

The Hon’ble* Basu Awnrka Cxtaran Mazompar moved that, after sub- 
section (2) of section 49H the following be added, namely :— 

“Provided that if tho Oollector restorés the transferor to the possession 
of the transferred land, he shall order him either to refund the consideration 
money actually paid by the transferee or pay such compensation to him ag 
may appoar reasonable to the Qollector under the cireumstances of the case.” 
He said :— ¢ 

“We have sufficiently safeguarded the interests of the aboriginals and 


we have gone so far as to lay down that if the transfer is in contravention of *9 


the provisions of this chapter; the Collector may turn out the transferee and 
restore the transferor to the possession of the transferred land or in his 
absence to his heir or legal representative. Now, Sir, it is a well-known 
maxim of law that no man ought to be allowed to derive the benefit of his 
own fraud. It is a mistake to suppose that aboriginals are so simple that we 
may not find simpler persons among non-aboriginals, If a person transfers 
his lands to’a non-aboriginal and the Collector turns him out, is it, not fair 
that he the transferor should also return the money which he has swallowed ? 
If we do not provide a safeguard like that it might be said that weare. 
puiting a premium on fraud. I know some of these aboriginals to be very 
shrewd people, and in fact- we should not be justified in prestimingthat the 
blame should be entirely on the side of the non-aboriginals. he may sbe ~ 
guilty or one may be more guilty than the other, and in these cased it is only 
just and fair that the money should be refunded by the transferor, and P 
“have added further that ib may not be the money actually paid; if may 
be some reasonable compensation. ~ If the Collector thinks that the transferee 
is more to blame than the transferor he may give him a nominal compensatiofi ; 
if he thought the case was the reverse, he may give him the full compens4- 
tion or the money actually paid, so that in any case he ought to compen8at 
the transferee, whether in smaller or larger amounts it does not matter. tf 
would be impolitic to allow an aboriginal to deal with his property in any manner - 
he likes in contravention 6f this law, and then set the tor in motion so 
that he may take the property as well as the money. It has offen been said 
that one cannot be pardoned and yet retain the offence. Ihave not inten- 
tionally retained the words ‘of the transfer’ for this reason that the transferor 
may have misused the“whole of the money obtained by him, and his 
heir or representative “may not have got anything out of it, so that this 
proposal for granting compensation to the” transferee should not be extended 
beyond the transferor himself, and it seems to me that there is no reason 
why the Collector should not 6 empowered to consider whether in each parti- - 
cular case the transferor was not to somo extent blameable: for the transfor. 
Ho evidently got the money, and the Collector ane te have thespower 
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, ; ‘ 
to see whether he should go scat-free or whether *he should pay 
something according to his complicity in the matter. I thinle it would not be 
good policy to allow the man. to retain his land, and yet swallow all the 
money which ho has received. I venture to. submit that the Couneil will 
consider that it is not always the case that it is only a non-aboriginal trying 
to induce an aboriginal to enter into.a transaction like this, I think it is fair 
that opportunity should be given to the Collector to decide whether he should 
be given compensation or not.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cumsax said :— 


“Sir, I object to this amendment. The Hon’ble Membef will recollect 
that if a transfer is ab initio void, the Collector is trying to put it right.” He 
first gives the landlord a chance of doing so, and then he takes action himself. 


~The question for consideration is, I Suggest, entirely alien to this, and EF ven- 


ture to think that an examination of this point would introduce many com- 
plications, At first sight it might appear that the aboriginal tenant had got 
the money in his pocket, and that all that ought to be done was to ask lim to 
give it up, but in actual practice the consideration is probably the payment of. 
some debt ; and if so, the Collector would have to examine the whole matter 
of the initiation of this debt. I therefore think that all this is;alien to the 
object of the Bill. 1, therefore; recommend to the Council that this amend. 
ment be-not accepted.” “ 
The motion was then put and lost, 


(Amendment No. XX.) 


The Hon'ble Bano Amprka CHaran Mazumpar moved that at the end of 
section 49H the following be added, namely -— : 
(8) Nothing in this section shall apply to or affect the right of an 
” auction purchaser in a sale either under proviso (a) or proviso 
* (c) to section 49K, whether he be an aboriginal or not”. = 
He said: * . 
“T move this amendment practically against the interests of my own 
profession which thrives owing to the obscurity of the law and the 
weakness of judges. We havo in this piece of logislation two provisos (a) and 
(©) to section 49K which refer to ‘salos either for arrears of rent or for the 
recovery of public demands. Evidently, Sir, the present legislation refers 
to private transfers, But difficulties may arise unless we explicitly say that 
these provisions do not apply to auction purchasers. Under these two 
sub-sections any tenure or etna belonging to an aboriginal may bo sold 
in execution of a decree of a competent court, and purchased by anyone, and 
thereforvito make it clear in this ease the purchaser may bé an aboriginal or a 
nonrberiginal, so that their case ought not to come under the stringent provi- 
sions: of this*new chapter. Only to make it clear, I say, let us distinctly say 
that: it does not apply to their case.” ° 


"ble Mx. Cummine said -— ee ; 
appreciate the point that has been raised by the Hon’ble: Member 
who desires tt make the Act moro clear with reference to clause 49K, but 
‘as this is a mattor of legal drafting, I suggest to him. that the phrase with 
which the clause beging: | notwithelandie anything imthis Act... 
is suflicient for the purpose ; and on the ground ‘that the amendment. is 








~ Unnecessary, I ask that it be not accepted.” 


The Hon'ble Rat Denenper Cuunver Goss Banapur said :-— 
_ “My Lord, section 49K does not end with the proviso (a), but there are 
other provisos, namely (8) and (c). It is nob exactly clear, 80 it is a point 
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which ought not to be left in doubt. Tt is true fhat upon one reading of the. 
‘Act th ampression is that it relates: co Pia ‘transfers between parties 
independent of law courts, and it does not refer to involuntary or compulsory 
sales, but to avoid any unnecessary litigation it might be well to adopt my 
hon’ble friend's suggestion that it. should: be eléarly stated that nothing in 
this section applies to what he calls auction sales and contpulsory Sales, and 
there will be no harm thereby especially when we find that the Bill is not 
free from redundancy in other matters ; for instance, as. regards the validity 
of cortain transfers coupled with the matter of registration, that any deed of 
sale in contravention of the provisions of this Act, or shall not be registered 
and no court shall recognise it. All that is redundant. ‘I do not soo,why it 
should not be absolutely clear though we may. be open to the charge of 
redundancy. As a matter of supererogation we might have the clause which 
the Hon’ble Member Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar has suggested.” 


” A division was thon taken with the following result: -— 












Ayer—15. 4 Noos—23. 

‘Tho Hon'ble De. Nilratan Sarkar. < ‘Pho Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, x 0.1... 68.1, 
ow Baja kesh Lala, 0-1-R. Fe ies endrg Prasanna Sinha, KT. 
“ "Me, Provash Chunder Mitter. 2 Me dC: Comming, €.1,, C18, 

* * Rumar Shib Shekharoswar Ray. 3) Sungson-General W. Edwards, 
"Babi Brajondra Kishoro Ray Chan- GB, Ca, 

aburi : yw) MG. J. Stevenson-Moore, 0.7.0, 
yw Mt, Aran Chunder Singha. Ny SARL Bere, 68s, ct 8 
y 8 De Debe Prasad Sarbadhikari, oe mw Je Bo 
" Rai Debender Chunder Ghose yy 8.8, 

Bahador, cm 
ow. Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, ei 


” wir, Ashraf Ali Khan Bahadur. poate 
” © Baba Bhabondra Chandra Ray, 
ym. Surendra Nath Ray. niger 
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"Babu Kishori Mohan Chandhari. yon Mee de Mine! 
ey 9 Ambika Charan Mazamdar Pe Wei Hi Arden- Wood, c.ten, 
‘ Yoh A Aminar Babarnan 
MM pW, Carter, o1.8, 
4 ON Sir A. Birkmiyre, Ke 
‘ QO. Mr BoB. Eden, 





i Abul Kasem. 


Maulvi 
eve” Khan Sahib Aman Ali. 


», 8 Ral Mahendra ‘Chandra Miter Bahadur. * 
ee 


The following members abstained from ‘voting :— 
The Hon'ble Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, K.C.8.1., K.C-1.E., 1.0.M., Maharaja- 7 
dhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, » 
< » Mr, E. A. Martin. a Hye 
» otf Maulyi AL K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 
c ». Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. i 
” A Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, ©.1.8. c et 
‘Tho following members were absent :— ‘ . * 
The Hon'ble Mr. 7. ©. F Gibbons. : " 
a x Thtisham-ul-Mulk —Rais-ud-Dai Amir-u!-Omrah Nawab . 
: ca Dade Saiyid Seattalt Mies Khan Bahadur 
. ‘ahabat Jang, K.C.S.1, K.C.¥.0., b: . Bahadt 
ee a SER oe ib 
: y r Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, K.c.LB. “1 
wee ay Use ee ‘ 
eee |. Mr. H. REA, Trewin, 7 2 ve 
” MY », Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. . 
SSM, Alta® Aly oo oe 
cs ». , Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. neg 
. The ayes being 15 and the noos 23, the motion was lost. 
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(Amendment No. XXI.). 


Proposed section 49J. . ‘ . 


The Hon’ble Kumar Suis Saexuareswar Ray moved that the following 
be ‘omitted from sub-section (7) of section 49J, namely :— 
(¢) the word “or” at the end of clause (a) ; aa “ 
vi) the whole of clause (b) ; and : 
iit) the words and figures “ subject to the provisions of sections 86 
* and 87” in lines 9 and 10 of that sub-section. 





He. said :— 

“My Lord, this is a very important matter. Section 49J,as it now stands, 
threatens us with a serious encroachment on our vested rights—rights 
which we haye been enjoying from time immemorial. ‘Talking of vested 
rights, my Lord, I-think I should make it clear at the very outset.that the 
zamindars of Bengal will he the first. persons to give up every bit of their 
yested rights for the benefit of their country if it can be proved to their 
satisfaction that by doing so the benefit obtained will be commensurate’with 
the extent of sacrifice involved. But unless and until this.can bo proved, we 
can never entertain any proposal which interferes with our rights and thus 
means a repudiation of the sacred undertaking given to us by the Government 
at the time of the Permanent Settloment.of Bengal. r 


My Lord, inthe matter of settlement of our waste lands’ or lands aban™ 
~-doned or surrendered by our tenants, we have all along exercised a free and 
unrestricted right, but this profigion of the Bill is going to. put a restraint on 
out free action ; it proposes to lay down that under certain circumstances we 
shall have-to obtain the sanction of the Collector first. 


My Lord, this is a very serious matter. .Lot ws see how it is proposed to 
justify this interference with our rights. It is no doubt an admitted fact that 
the aboriginal tribes require some protection against being cheated out of 
their lands by designing persons. It is therefore undoubtedly necessary 
that certain. restrictions should be: put on them so that they might not run 
into hopeless »debts or foolishly alienate their lands. With those endiv in 
view, various enactments have been passed in the provinces of Bihar and 

* Orissa, the Punjab and the Central Provinces. But-let me tell your Lordship ~ 
that nowhere’ in those enactments has any restriction been placed’ on the 
landlord as to how he should dispose, of the holdings abandoned or» surren- 
dered by the aboriginals. Mr, Beatson Bell,:who is originally responsible for 
this Bill, did admit in: his notes that this is an innovation. He says :— 

‘This is new, but exporience shows that provisions regarding the 
prohibition or restriction of transfers are defeated by so-called 
surrenders or abandonments. Provision is therefore made for 

> making the resettlement of such lands by the landlord subject to 
* the approval of the Collector.’ 


Yes,I admit that in theory at least there is a possibility of defeating the 

_ intention.of the legislature in this way ; but let us come to the practical side 
e the questions Do we for a moment realise that in order to-alienate his 
olding by such surreptitious means the aboriginal shall have to entor into,a 
conspiracy with his landlord and the intending non-aboriginal purchaser. 
- But whategain does the landlord derive by joining the disgraceful conspiracy. 
Tt might be contended. tliat a Donalorigwal will pay the landlord a bigger 
registration fee than an aboriginal purchaser. But we should remomber that 
the maximum fee itself in one single transaction of this kind hardly. oxeocds 
8. 25, 80 the prospect of getting a rupee or two more.is certainly not so big a 
smpiation a8 to make a respectable zamindar stoop so low. Most of my 
official colleagues here: surely know that no big or respectable zamindar can 
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act in this way ; they undoubtedly care more for their reputation than for such «_ 
petty pecuniary gains secured by so unfair a means. Now let us seo what 
grave risks the other conspirator, L'mean the oceupier of the so-called aban- 
doned holding, runs. Under the Bongal ‘Tenancy Act (section 87) the aban- 
doned holding may be reclaimed by the original tenant at any time within a 
period of two yoars of the abandonment. Undér the circumstances can we 
seriously believe that any sensible person will part with his hard-earned money 
for so doubtful and risky a transaction. ; 
© My Lord, I hope I have been able to show that the fears of Mr. Beatson 
Bell are entirely baseless. But assuming that he is right and wo the 
gamindars are a set of unscrupulous people, 1 frankly ask the Member in- 
chargo will this restriction be at all effective? When all parties are agréed, 
ara.there not a thousand and one’ways by which they can secure the desired 
end? By previous arrangement, cannot the zamindar auction-purchase the 
Dirigipal’e holding in execution of a rent “decree and then settle it with the 
‘desired patty? I'think that this is a much safer plan than the so-called 
* gurrenders and resettlements so much feared by Mr. Beatson Bell. 

~My Lord, it will thus be seon that while-this provision of the Bill pee 
to take away a long-enjoyed privilege from the zamindars, thé” benefit it 
intends to.confer is practically nil. 

In this connection I should also alike to point out that all non-officials 

consulted on this subject have sobjected to this intrusion on our vested 
rights. Even some of the very highly placed Government officials consulted 
have admitted the impropriety of the proposed interference with our rights. 


The District Judge of Birbhum says :—~ 

‘In my judgment this is a most important innovation proposed. T 
find that nearly all the sub ordinate officers whom I consulted are against the 
proposed innovation. ‘They are of opinion that the landlords’ powers of 
resettlement should be left unfettered.’ 

The Distriet Judge of Midnapore says :— ; 

{his is a sorious encroachment on a landlord's liberty of contract, and 
as I have already indicated, I am of opinion that there is no justification for 
it ma district whore the aboriginals whom it is intended to protect have no 
inherent rights, so to speak, in the soil.’ " 

- 


_The Commissioner of the Burdwan Division says :— ee’ 


‘Strong objection is taken to the curtailment of the landlord's, right to 
settle abandoned holdings. Mr. Boyle points out that Sonthals very often 
abandon a village entirely owing to the death of a leader or some superstition 
and may desert their villages never to return, and if permission to resettle — 
these holdings is to be obtained ‘from the Collector, dpe, time of the Collector 
and the landlord Would be wasted and the aboriginal tenants would be put 
to unnecessary expense.’ 

__My Lord, let mé also quote what two of the premier zamindary associa- 
tions of the.country say on this subject. 7 > : 


Tho Secretary of the British Indian Assocjation writes :— 

‘My Committee beg leave to point out that section 49J introduces a~ 

_ new clement, in that it gives power to the Collector to interfere with the 
vested righis of zamindars. Under the Permanent Settlement. the latter 
have the undoubted right to settle the land in tlie best way they can, nd 
there is no restriction put on this right. . This principle has been recognised and 
confirmed in all legislatjon Te sera tothe Permanent Settlement ae 

‘ 4 





to landlords and tenants ; and as the proposed clause will be a direct yi 
predate my Committee’ cannot too earnestly pray for its omission fr 
e Bill, ” bY ‘e “ 08 Patan) 
cArrarS ye Toa 


—E——E ENT 





Pant IVA] THE CALOUDTA GAZETTE, JANUARY 9, 1918. 63 




















Mod * fa 


omy ‘Whe Bengal Tenancy, (Amendment) Bil. * 
~ Mr. Cumming ;- Mr; Bompas. 


The Secretary of the North Bengal Zamindars’ Association writes :-— ~ 


“Section 49J:of the Bil puts vexatious and unwarranted restraint ony 
the free-will and judgment of the landlords and imposes on them an obli- 
‘gation which is hardly compatible with their permanent proprietary right = 
a8 such this section should be omitted altogether.’ 5 


~ My Lord, in view of the opinions expressed above may T not hope that 
our yested rights will-be properly respected and not lightly set at naught as « 
proposed. 


My Lor@, in dealing with the aboriginals every care should be taken to 
protect them from unscrupulous persons, but zamindar's aid and not bis 
discontent should be sought to effect this. If any undue restriction is pute 
on the zamindars it is the aboriginals who. will-suffer most. No zamindar,® 
in that casp will dare settle lands directly with the aboriginals. “Plie only * 

- result of this interference with our rights would be that in fature the" poor 
aboriginals, instead of seeuring occupancy rights under us, will have to remain 
satisfied with the inferior and insecure position of under-tenanta of our 
creatures whom we will be forced to set tp as an intermediary between us 
and the aboriginals.. My Lord, I have not concealed any facts, I have been 
plain and olear on every point and now I hope that the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of this Bill will realise the situation and bo kind enoagh to accept my 
amendment.” - 


Pho Hon'ble Mr. Oummina said :— 


“Sir, I fully admit that this, is. an important innovation. “It is alleged 
that the vested interests of the zamindar are in danger. Those who have 
framed thiseBill haye-no desire to affect injuriously the vested interests of 
the zamindars, bu® there are.some.zamindars who are also money-lenders. 
The zamindars asa.rule prefer Sonthal tenants, and the two representatives 
of the landlord community who were on the Select Committes,and who had 
also Sonthal tenants considered that this amendment in its présent. form wag, 
a suitable ono. . "The genesis of it is as follows ;— : 


- MrMcAlpin from the beginning said that something ‘should be dong. to 
prevent collusive. surrenders. It was found then that in Chota Nagpyr rio 
action had been taken to meet this, Tho Chota Nagpur officers have reported 
tg their Government, that there isa defect here and that. whon the law is 
next amended, provision should be made on the lines of the clause ag it 
stands in the Bill, That is why in drafting this Bill it has been determined 
to legislate against. collusive surrenders, The Hon’ble Member has raised a 
ay that, such legislation does not oxist anywhere else in India. I think, 

ir, he is undor,,a misapprehension, because in Section 36 of the Central 
Provinces ‘l'enancy Act provision has been made so,that.a heir of a raiyat. who 
lias surrendered his holding may apply .to the revenue officer within two 
years to haye him placed in possession of his holding, That is the same 
» principle which we desire to enforce here. On these grounds, Sir, that it is 
to meet a di evil and that there is an analogy for it if another Act 
dealing with circumstances, I think that the clause should stand: as if 
is in the present Bill before the Council,” . 
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The | fon'ble Mr.Bomras said = we . ig i 

“My Lord, Ido not think it is necessary to go so far as the Hon'ble 

“Mz, Cumming to find a precedent for the provision which it is proposed to 

introduce into ths Act. In the Sonthal Parganas, since 1872, the landlords 
pon i five! So 



























4 mH CALOUTTA GAZHTTE, JANUARY 9, 1918, (EPawr IVA 
- es 5 a eae me 
" ‘The. Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill: 
Mr. Bompas: 


have not been’ allowed to exercise tho right of settling abandoned holdings ; 
that right, in®th interosts) of the village communities, was transferred to 
village headmon.. The Sonthal Parganas wore recently under this Govern- 
“ont with its seat in Calcutta and a great part of the district consists of 
permanently-settled zamindari. That is a distinct precedent for controlling 
the power of resettlement of abandoned holdings. I think that the Hon'ble 
Members will not have any difficulty in supporting the clause, as it stands, if 
they have-clearly realised the object of the legislation embodied in this Bill. 
© We havea community of aborigines which originally had a strong village apple, 
and it is found that the members of this community are losing their lands and 
* that the communal system is being broken up. To remedy that state of affairs, 
two courses are possible ; you may protect the in lividual against himself, or you 
rfiay ignore-the individual and look solely to the interests of the community. 
4phjs Bill is to some extent a double-barrelled Bill and aims at both objects. 
When it forbids an individual aboriginal 10 mortgage his land for more than 
seven years even to another aboriginal, it is protecting the individual against 
‘himself ; when the Bill forbids an aboriginal to sell or give his land to a ~ 
feow aboriginal it is restricting the liberty of the individual in’ the ‘itterests 
of the individual ‘himself. There is another course which is ‘primarily the 
object of this Bill, as i# seen from the fact that it forms an amendment to the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, and that is to look to the interests. of the community and 
protect the community against invasion from outside. The original system’ of 
tenure prevailing among the Sonthals is the communal system.” The village 
community under its headman is responsible for the payment of rent of the 
village and within the village the headman is supreme. ‘That is a rational 
system of land tenures and unfortunately as it is found in fow.parts of Bengal 
it is totally outside the purview of the Bengal ‘Tenancy Act; it is not 
recognised by our Ront Law at all. In this amendment’ of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act there is sufficient ‘recognition of it inasmuch as this provision 
is intended to prevent an encroachmont on the rights’ of* village ‘Communities 
and the”breaking up of ‘village communities. A Sonthal village is a sélf- 
ained unit, ‘The village has its headman, its priest dnd its village mesgen- 
gor. Its numerous village festivals and ceremonies are all carried out as a 
gommunity} and as a commanity the Sonthals are fairly strong; taken a6 an 
individual his want of intelligence makes him an easy prey’ to more intelligent 
people. The only hope of keeping these people as fairly -self-respectipg, inde- 
pendent members of society is obviously by maintaining the village communal 
system. You have a village of Sonthals and if you introduce into it a number 
of people of other castes of superior intellect and superior ability such people 
will not take any part in tho village life ; they will not be subordinate to the 
village ieadimen. ‘They gradually inéreaso their holdings and in the course of 
a few years your village community comes to'an end, Tt is sufficiently apparent 
that once that process has set_in, the only ond is that ‘the abor ‘igines become 
landless labourers. Now this Bill prevents the transfer, except with the consent » 
of the Colléctor, of aboriginal holdings to'non-aboriginals, but it is found: by 
experience that is not sufficient. I 'speak from experiende, T was Deputy 
Commissioner of the Southal Parganas for six years ; and during the whole’ of 
that period settlement operations were in progress. Tn the corse of these 
operations full statisti¢s were obtained of the mannor in which. holdings ‘Were 
ahvate| from aboriginal’ to non-aboriginals, and it were found that the great iq 
BI u 





veentage of objectidnable alienations took the foun oF Yepee : 

consent of the village headmen or the ‘Zamindar's agent. ‘Thue aware 
If a raiyat is entering into an invalid contract, it is almost certain that he 
must obtain the consent of the zamindar's agent or of the vi Mi 
where it exists. Wien there is an obvious way of evading ile i 
the Bill that an aboriginal may not transfershis holding b ing:a collu 
abandonment it is seo) to provide against such eran and { 
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aboriginal shall have a prior right to take the abandoned, holding ;"and it is 
only by such a provision as far as-I know and as far as»¢my ©Xperience goes 
* that you can maintain the integrity of the village community.” 


~ 


The Hon'ble Kuuan Sur Suexarzsawar Ray gaid -— 


“My Lord, it is surely not a good argument that because some people 
act ina suspicious manner all People must be suspected. Tn fact one can 
only rely on this argument when a large nutuber of le act in a sus- 
Picious manner. I do not think that the Hon'ble My Coming has been 

“able to show that a large number of zamindars act in this manner, and 80, 
until he can show that, T do not think he can reject my amendment. 





‘Then, again, he has referred to the provision in the Central Provinces Act. 
We have got a similar provision im-scetion 87 of the Bengal Tenancy Act— 
“Tha raiyat voluntarily abandons his residence without notice to his landlord, * 
and without arranging for payment of his rent. as it falls due, and ceases 
to cilltivate his holding eithor by himself’ or by some other Person, *the 
landlord may, at any time after the expiration of the agricultural year in 
which the ‘aiyat so abadons and ceases to cultivate, enter on the 
holding, and/let it to another tenant or take it into cultiv: 
‘When a landlord _ enters under this. section, th b 
entitled to institute a suit for recovery of possession of the land at any 





voluntarily abandond "his holding, order recovery of possession on such terms,” 
if any, with respect to compensation to persons injured and payment of 
arrears of rent as to the Court may seem just,’ ‘ 


Especially, in view of the further amendment that-has been Proposed by 
the Hon'ble Mr. Cumming himself, I do not think that theresis ‘any necessity 
for encroaching upon our rights. This amendmont which is amendment 25, 
says :— If any. person, who is not an aboriginal, obtains or retains possession 
ofany tenancy or portion thereof in contravention of the provisions of sub- 
section (7), such person shall, for the purposes of section 49H, be deemed to’ 
be a transferee, and ‘the. Collector may take action, so far as maybe, in 
accordance with the provisions of that section.’ As Mr. Cumming is going to 
move this amendment, | take it that it, will be passed, in that case when tha ms 
Collector comes to know that. any so-called abandoned holding.has been 
conveyed collusively, he may take steps under this section.” 3 the real 
interests of the aboriginal tenants, ‘that Mr, Bompas has referred to, will be 
amply safeguarded. Ts there any fores in the argument that land once-held by 


been ‘abandoned by an aboriginal. I do not think they. can have. any 
preferential claim. A E 


, “I think T shall have to ask for a division, and before resuming my seat I 
should like to appeal to my non-official European colleagues here that if they 
feel convinced by:my arguments, they should not be deterred from Voting in 
my favour solely on the ground that they belong to’ the Governtnent party. 
There is no party in this Council. This Council is qply an Advisory Board, 


We suc of fail in carrying a motion, but ‘it does fot affect the 
Governinont in the least, bars ie oe ions are only a kind of recommen- 


use our 
dation to the Government. “So under these circumstances it is rather the 
duty of everybody to ov he thinks proper.” . 





es 
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‘A division was then taken with tho following result :-— 





Aya. Noes—95. - 
he Hoi'ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. ‘The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K.0.6, 0.1. 
The How Mle Haba Brojendra Kishore, Ray Chas mS Praswania Sinka, BT. 
» ‘dhuri. 1 Med.6, Comming, 08.1, O18 
gh Mes Bran Chimndra Sings ashe Surgeon Gagner R.” “Edwards, 
" Doba Prasad Sarbadhikagl, ©1-2- 0, MoO 2 
an hat oe Paine Charan Pal Bahade. yw Mr, G:F, Stevenson=Moore, ¢.¥.0. % 
"" Manivi Abal Keven. yd He Keeney Cty Cat 
Me. Ashraf Ali Khan Bahadur, 1h os yd Donald, 
¥ N Maulvi A. K. Paslul-Haq. Pach yulc 
*- % Baba Bhabondra Chiandra Ray. | PE ¢ 
” % Rai Sri Nath Ray Babador. SAL sgt pai 
a? Baba Surendra Nath Ray. w ” ” Wordsworth. S 
Mr. K. B. Dutt. ” , 





yn. : 
x B. H. Panton, 
‘Nath Makhafft Bahadur, 1.8.0. 






i Mohan Chaudiuri. ie 
‘Charan Mazumdar. on 






‘an Sarkar.” 


kenzie. 
| Wel. H, Arden-Wood, 0-1. 
* Aminur Rahman. 
1) BW. Garter, Ostit. 
(OT) sit A. Birkmyre, wr, 
{Mtr BBs Bon. = 
Khon Sahib Aman Ali.” wer 
oy Mey Altat Ali, 
7S Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Baladur, 
7 Babu Mahendea Nath Ray, 0.1.8. 


The following members abstained from voting :— y, x 
The-Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha, 0.1.8. 
1 , Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. je 
ae * Sir Bijay Chand Mabtab, K.C.8.1., K-C.lB. 1.0.M-, Maharaja- 
dhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 
es a Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur. 
Py » Mr. E. A, Martin: f 


‘The following members were absent :— 
The Hon'ble Mr. 'f. C. P. Gibbons. 
* .. Thtisham-ul-Mulk —Rais-ud-Daula ‘Amir-ul-Omrah ‘Nawab 
Sir Asif Qadr Saiyid Wasif Ali Mirza Khan Bahadur 
Mahabat Jang, K.c.81, «.¢.v.0., Nawab Bahadur of - 
Murshidabad. 
” » Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, K.c.1.8, 
Pah «> Mr. Ry Glen. 





BLN! ov a RA. dewtin, 
hy % Dr, Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 
4 4 Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. : & 


The ayes being 14 and the noes 25, the motion was lost. 

The Couneil adjourned at this stage for an hour for lunch, 

: ty - b ri . 

yt After Lunch. MiP 
(Amendment No. XXIL) vee! 


i The Hon'ble Banu Astrka Caran Mazumpar moved that the words 
retain it in his own possession”, in lines 3 and 4 of clause (ii) of sub-section 
(1) f section 49J be omitted, and the following be added after that clause, 

mamely :— ‘ a gti " 


“ (ai) retain it in his own possession”. : Phe 
He said — € i sien mid 7 
_ “his motion dealé with the question of the settlement nd. wh ; 
is vested in the zamindar on account of a void che prin wi teat a 
in him owing to surrender of land. | In this case a zamindar : 
settle the tenancy or a portion thereof with, an Rg a 
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without any reference toanybody, and inthe second place, with the approval 
of the Collector in writing, he can settle it with a non-aboriginal ; and then it 
is said that he can retain it in-his own possession. So that as the 
section stands, the power of the landlord to. retain the land in his own 
possession is also subject to the approval of the Collector. My conten- 
tion is that we have mide sufficient encroachment. on the rights of thé 
landlord, and we need not encroach further. In the first place, when 
the right of settlement comes to him, he may sottle with an aboriginal, 
that is all, right: In the second place, if he does not want to settle with an 
aboriginal he is made to take the sanction of the Collector. ' But Ido not 
understand. why he should not be permitted to retain the land in hfs own 
possession when he fails to settle it with a non-aboriginal. It may be argued 
that if the landlord is allowed to retain the land in his own possession, 

“ without: the irifervention of the Collector, he may avoid ‘settling -it with any 
tenant whether aboriginal or non-aboriginal. My conterition is this, that the 
landlgrd should not be debarred from dealing with his land, if he is-a landlord, 
even to the extent of keeping the land in his own possession without the 
sanction of the Collector. Landlords ‘of course aro considering to be very 
rack-renting and so forth. My Lord, I am not one of those big zamindats 
who need complain about this provision, but I think in justice to them, 
we ought not to be very hard upon them. They are not in fact- such 
unscrupulous people as they are supposed to he. They are very good people ; 
when they have~to establish schools and colleges, and when they have to 
found charitable institutions they are very useful as collecting agents of 
‘Government; they have to pay very heavy Government revenue, whether 
they realise theirgrent ‘or not ; they’ have to pay the cess demand due from 
the tenants even before they can realise 50 per cent. of it from the. tenants 
themselves. I think under these circumstances, it is not a wise policy to 
kill the goose that lays the golden eggs. Therefore, I wish to take the words 
“retain in his own possession ’ from sub-clause (2)and make it an independent 
sub-sectional clause. ‘Three things are open tothe landlord : firat he will have 
to settle with an aboriginal, and in the second place if he wants to settle it 
with a non-aboriginal he will have to go to the Collector who. will have an 
opportunity of seeing whether it was not possible for him to settle with an 
aboriginal tonant, and in the third place, if he doos not want to settle with 
‘an aboriginal or non-aboriginal, he may keep it in his own possossion. I do 
not see why you should” compel him to ask the Collector's permission if he 
wants to keep such lands which have been surrendered by a tenant; in his 
own possession. I think that this clause ought to be taken out and made 
an independent clause so that it may not bo affected by any approval or 
disapproval of the Collector.” ¢ 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cumaane said :— 
“Sir, the Hon’ble Member desires that if the landlord retains the 


tenancy in his own possession he should not require the Approval of the 
Collector in writing’; and by way of argament he says that we, that is to say, 
the Council, have already sufficiently “encroached pon the rights and 
privileges of zamindars. I think the Hon’ble Momber overlooks again what 

* the object of the Bill is: ‘Tho object of this Bill is, as far as possible, to keep 
the lands in the hands of the Sonthals: Now, as regards landlords, there are 
two classes. There are those who are not_money-lenders and who always like 
Sonthals as tenants and there are those who.are money-lenders, As regards 
the landlords who are not money-lenders, they have no objection to this ; 
they are quite agreeable that the Collector should have a say in the matter. 
‘The landlords who are ‘money-lenders naturally object to this proposal, but 
it is precisely against the money-lender landlords that* we wish to legislate. 
‘Therefore, it is highly desirable that the Collector should have an opportunity 

_ of approving the case in ethers deaths to retain the tenancy in 
his own possession. The Hon'ble Member has spoken as if nothing has been 
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done, no concession has been made as if no consideration of the interests of 





tho landlords has been taken at all. “But he should realise that in the Select at 

Committe, sub-clause (4) (2) of clause 49H was very materially altered ; and 

jt was laid down that tho landlord had one year in which to exercise his 

right of dettlement, and that the Collector on on should exercise his right 
ithin six months, These are two material coneéSsions that have been made 

tothe landlord. 1, therefore; think, Sir, that either on. general grounds’ ‘or 

particular grounds, there is no reason for altering 49J as it stands in the Bill 













at present.” 
A division was then taken with the following result ;— 
Aye—10. * Noes—85: 
‘The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K.0..8., 0.8.1. ae 
yo Raja om ay Satyendra Prasatina Sinha, Kr. 
Me. Pr % » on Mr. dG. Cumming, 08.1, 6.1.8. 
"Sir Bijay Chand Mahatab, x.csa, ., »  Surgeon-General, W. ‘. Edwagley 0.8, 
KOLB, 10.8,  Maharajadhiraja OMG, ; 
Bahador of Burdwan. » » Mr. C.J. Stevenson-Moore, c-v.0. + 
»»  Kurmar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, ah ln We He Kerr, Oot.ty 0.0 
 " BabusBrojendra Kishore Ray Chan- 5 -y -» J. Donald. 
- dhiari, Se AEB OrMalloy: 
ns» Dr, Debo Prasad Sarbadhikari, 01.8. sy 2) BL A.A. Cowley, * 
Lo Rai DebendetChunder — Ghowe _) 0. HL, Bompas, ; ~ 
Bahadur. w W.C., Wordsworth, 
» Mr, Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri, 3G. F. Payne. 4 
» Baba Bhabendra Chander Ray. . », BB. HL Panton.. 
Me. Altaf Ali, Rai Priya Nath Mukliacji Bahadue, 1.8.0, 
ow Boi Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. * ON Mr, J. Mackenzie, ” 
TO) Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bubadar. © yy. yy We HH Arden-Wood, c.t.n 
wa Babu Surendra’ Nath Ray, ” ” » Aminur Rahaman, ‘ Gi 
VYanee » Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. mol epecnnaay RoW Cater, OLR. )> * 
sh 1) Ambika Cheran Maaumdar. YO Sir A. Birkinyre xr, 
" "Me BB. Edom, 
B.A. Martin. 


6 0 2 Maulvi Aba Keser. 
"Baba Mahendra Nath Ray, c.2. 


The following members were absent :— 
The Hon'ble Mr. T. C. P, Gibbons. < nite me 
2 . Thtisham-ul-Mulk Rais-ud-DaulaAmir-ul-Omrah Nawab 


e Sir Asif-Qadr Saiyid Warif Ali Mirza Khan. Bahadur 
Mahabat Jang, K.c.81., x.c.v.0., Nawab Bahadur. of 
Murshidabad. 


” » Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, k.c.1.8. 
" » . Mr. R, Glen. , 
» " » Arun Chandra Singha. 


” ” Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 
” » Mr. HL R. A. Trwin. Fea : meee 
a » Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 
Ser a »  Manlvi.A. K, Fazl-ul-Haq. . - 
“4, San Khan Sahib Aman Ali. - Sh ‘ 
» «Babu Alhil Chandra Datta, = Pa 
Mr. K,B. Dutt. eee 


» » 
The ayes boing 16 and the noes 23, the motion was lost. 


(Amendment Nos, XXII and XXIV.) 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cusine moved that after the word “ 
a Hirtye Si eas (a7) of sub-section (2) ‘of section 49J, the 


“Provided thatesuch approval shall’ not be ‘withheld ifthe’ ¢ fey 


satisfied that the s or aband 
-section is mat 1 ith | i 
‘) Saag 
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The: President ; Mr. Cuming Koma Shib Shekhareswar Ray; * 
; Makarajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdioan a 





3 + 
it will'be observed that the Hon'ble Kumar Shib Shekhareshwar 
Ray has tabled an amendment, the purport of which is that if the surrender is 
Jide, approval should always be given. As the prime object of the 
drafting of this clause is to legislate against mala Jide surrenders, I am 
“prepared to suggest to the Council that a Proviso be inserted in the terms 
. which I have read. I wish, that the Colléctor should be satisfied that the 
surrender is not made for the object of defeating any of the principles of the 
Act. T,, therefore, move the amendment which stands in my name.” 








The Prestenr said -— < 


“The Hon'ble Member (Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray) understands 
that if this amendment ig carried, he will not be able to move his amoend- 
ment (Nd. XXTV),” 


The motion was. put. and agreed to. The following amendment was 
ther held to be withdrawn :— " 


. The Hon’ble Kumar Sain Snexnareswan Ray to move that the follow- 
ing -be added at the end of sub-section (Z) of section 49J, namely -— 
e “ Provided that such approval shall always be given if the surrender 
or abandonement referred to in this su b-section is made 
+ bond fide.” 


* (Amendment No. xxv.) 


The Hon'ble Mx. Cumaane moved that for sub-section (2) of section 49J, 
the following be substituted, namely = 


“ (2) If any person, who is not an aboriginal, obtains or retains posses- 
sion of any tenancy or portion thereof in contravention of the 
provisions of sub-section (Z), such person shall, for the purposes 
of section 49H, be deemed to bea transferee, and the Collector 

~. may take action, so far as may be, in accordance with the provi- 
sions of that section.” 


He said :-— 4 

“It will be observed, Sir, that this is an amplification of sub-clause (2) of 
section 49J, as it stands in the Bill before the Council, and the reason for this 
amplification is as follows :— 

The Bill, as it stands, does not make it clear that the Collector can, 
on his own motion or on the ‘motion of the landlord, turn out a money-lender 
who has managed to obtain possession by a collusive transaction with the 
landlord.” Sir, it struck me, after the Bill had proceeded from the Select 
Cominitteo, that there was a defect here ; and after consideration this amend- 
ment has been drafted for the purposo of meeting that defect, namely, of 
turning out amonoy-lender who came into possession by a collusive aban- 
Aonment. : 

At will be observed that ho is-called a transferee and reference is made to 
section 49H, .under which the Collector can take certain action as regards 
eviction. I, therefore, recommend, Sir, this sub-clause in ‘its revised form 
for the acceptance of the Council.” : 


“The. Hon'ble Mamarasapntrasa Barapur of Burdwan said :-— , 
* rd; I was a member of tthe Select: Committee and I wish to dvaw 


’s attention to the fact. hat-had. the amendment,-which the 
e Sing so bh ante discussed in the form 
% : aye ae peuldcheve 
ce “ea REE Ly 
* ath 






some opposed it. In his desire 


me : : 
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to keep out the money-lenders, Mr. Cumming ‘seems to overlook the fact 
that in this. section we have been trying to give a little more froo hand 
to the’ landlord who is after all the real proprietor and in his desire 
to skeep out the money-lender, if the money-lender happens to be the 
eqamindar himself, he will have to suffer because he lent the money to the 
aboriginal tenant: 1 prefer the wording of the section, as it stood and as it 
was passed by the Select Committee ; and I, therefore, oppose: this motion,” 


* ihe Hon'ble Mx, P. C. Marren, said — 


‘ 
“My Lord, I am sorry to have to oppose the amendment proposed by 
Mr. Cumming. The Council will observe that under section 49J, as it now 
stands, if this settlement. with the tenant is in contravention of the provisions 
‘of sub-section (1), the Collector may take action, 80 onsinaly that ought to 
‘bo sufficient. Now, the Council will also observe in the amen ment proposed 
by the Hon'ble Mr. Cumming that no time-limit ig mentioned. In the 
ordinary :courke, this will come under section 49H, sub-section (2). (b), and 
under clause h it will be observed that if the zamindar settles within one 
year, well and good, if not, the Collector may. within six months settle the 
land on bebalt” of the landlord. This amendment wants to get rid of a 
suspicious'Settlement, therefore, in. the amendment as it stands, there is 
nothing to prevent the Collector getting rid of such a settlement after 
10 years. me time-limit ought to be mentioned. ‘There is another point, 
which would appear, and that is in case of civil settlements, the person * 
settling has to take the sanction. of the Collector. If he has not, then 
clause (2) of section 49J ‘will make such settlement a bad one. Therefore, 
Sir, from that point of view, the amendment seems to me to be unnecessary.” 


A division was then taken with the following result :— 













Ayer—16, Noes—21 
‘The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheele ‘The Hon'ble Dr. Nilraton Sarkar, 
ves gg Satyendtra Provan » sn, Raja Hrishikesh Labo, ¢.1. 
Med. G. Cumming, ¢8.t4 C.. 8 yO) 7 Mr. Provash Chunder Miter. 
Pet son General W. Ke Bdwards, | > -Sit Bijay Chand Mahtab, nos, otk 
a. 1.0.01, Maharajadhiraje Bahadur of 
yw. Mr, 0. Je Stevenson-Moore, €-¥.0. Burdwan. 
Fg EH Kerr, cite tok yw Kumar Shib Shekbareswar Ray.” 
*) 2 a Donald. 7 2 Babu Brojendes Kishore Ray Chaudhuri 
yh ay ) L. 8.8. O'Malley. "Maran Chandra Singha. ©” b: 
nN Bea AeCowley, on» Dr. Deba Prasad Barbuda, 02.8. 
a we 0. H. Bompas, yh). Rai Vebender Chunder Ghose ‘Bahadur. 
4 * AW. C, Wordsworth + Be Radha Charan Pal Bahador, 
ii 1) C.F, Payne. To Me BW. Carter, ota. 
ow an, Be BB, Panton. 3 Moulvi Abul Kasem, 
PY Wii Priya Nath Mukbarji Bobadur, yy | Mr. ML Ashraf AW Than Obaudhari. = 
‘i 18.0. Yo: Maulvi AK. Fal-ol-Hag, q 
oy Me. Atninar Rahaman, oa Khon Sabib Aman Ali. 
yoy Alta Ali. 3} Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray, 
Ne YP” Rai Sei Nath Ray Bahadur. 
eos 2. Mabendea Chandra Mitra Bahadur: 
"” Babu Surendra Nath Ray, 7p 
is 7 won  Kishori Mohan Chandhuri, 
ota 1) Ambika Charon Mazumdar: 
‘4 abit 
‘Tho following members abstained from voting — 2) 
‘The Hon'ble Mr. J. Mackenzie. 
i oy ee Mr. W. H. H. Arden-W ood, ¢.1.£. 
ea > Sir-A. Birkmyre, KT. 5 ie 


de as Magen 
« /*y Babu’ Mahendra Nath: 
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The following members were absent :— 


The Hon'ble Mr, T. ©. P. Gibbons. 

The Hon'ble Thtisham-ul-Malk Rais-ud-Daula Amit-ul-Omrah Nawab 
Sir Asif Qadr Saiyid Wasif’ Ali Mirza Khan Bahadur Mahabat = 
Jang, K.0.8.1., K.c.y,0., Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 

The Hon'ble Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, k.c.1.x. 


® = Mr. R. Glen, Lov . te 
ey » Mr. H.R. A. Irwin. * 

i bs Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 

43 » ‘Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. b : 


” » Mr. K. B. Dutt. ¢ 
The ayes being 16 and the nods 21, the motion was losi. 


(Amendment No. XXVI.)_ 


The Hon'ble Banu Kisuori Moran Cuavnnunt, with the approval of the 
President, withdrew the following amendment which stood in his name, 
vig. 

“that. before the decree, in line 2 of proviso (4) to section 49K, the 
“ words ‘ bond fide’ be inserted.” 4 


(Amendment No. XXViI.) 


* 

The Hon'ble Mr. Cumaaxg. moved that in line 4 of proviso (4) to 
section 49K, before the word “ contraet” the words ‘ bond fide.” be inserted. 
He said ;— ms 

“The reason for this amendment is the desire to moet the point raised 
by the Hon'ble Member who has just spoken, and I presume that, because 
T am moving this, he has-agreed to withdraw his amendment.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


(Amendment No. XXVIII.) 


Proposed Section 49K. 


The Hon'ble Basu Kisnort Mouan Cravpuurr moved that for the words 
“any contract” in line 4 of proviso (4) to section 49K, the words “any 
bond fide contract or transfer” be substituted. * 
He said :— ~ 

“1 propose that in line 4 of proviso (4) ta section 49K, the words ‘any 
bond fide contract or transfer’ be substituted. The only words I wish to add 
are ‘ or transfer’. If this is done, it will obviate the necessity of having * 
section 49P. As far as I have been able to seo ‘ transfer’ is the only 
thing dealt with by that section. If ‘Bond Jide transfer’ be added here, 
along with ‘contract’, 1 do not. think there will bo any necessity to have 
Se It is in that view that I propose to have the words. or transfer 
added.” % ¢ ie E ’ 


Tho Hon'ble Mr. Cusnuna said :— : ‘anon ® 

4 “Sir, in answer to the Hon’ble’ Member the reply that one would 
naturally make would be that provision is already made for this in section 
49P at the end of the Bill. He, however, says that if the words ‘ or tfansfer ’ 
be included in clause 49K. the. necessity for oR will disappear. This, 
however, is.a matter for technical dating, and T am advised that it-is _ 
desirable to keep the question of contract and transfeg separate, and that is” 
why there are two } moreover, we have got precedents for that in 
‘the eis “agpur Act. T, therefore, oppose the amendment of the Hon'ble 
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‘Tho Hon'ble Bau Kisttori Monan Caaupnurt said :— m : 
“Tf these two sections are retained separately, I have no objection. It 
is only for simplicity’s sake, I urge this. If the Hon'ble Member thinks | two 
sectionsshould be kept separate, that can bé done ; I have no objection. 
‘The motion was then, by leave of the/President, withdrawn, 


“4 (Amendment No. XXIX.)— te 


‘Tho Hon'ble Basu Kistort Monan-Cuavpnurt moved that for the figures 
“1916”, in line 4 of clause (7) of proviso (2) to section 49K, the figures “ 1917)” 

be substituted. t : 
He said :— big : 

“Tn this amendment my intention is that the clause should not be retros- 
pective. And if it is made retrospective at ally it may be made so only with 
effect from the date or month in which this amended Bill was introduced. 
Therefore I propose that in place of the figures‘ 1916 ' in line 4 of clause (1) 
of proviso (d) of section 49K, the figures * 1917’ be substituted. My object 
is not tomake it retrospective and Ido not think that any case has beon 
made out necessitating its being made retrospective for a year. T hope the 
Council willtake into consideration whether it should have retroapective effect. 
I hope my amendment will be accepted.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cusmina said :-— 

“Sir, the Hon’ble Member says that no reason has been made out why" 
this should be retrospective. I wish to point ontrto him and to the members 
of this Council that legislation for the Sonthals -of the districts of Bankura, 
Birbhum and Midnapore has been pending since 1914. The draft was 
circulated in 1914 and it was known that such legislation might at an, 
moment be undertaken. Again in’ 1916 another draft was circulated an 
therefore it was made quite clear that Government had the matter under 
their consideration. When the Bill was brought before the Selee Committee 
in the form in which it was introduced-in Council, the period was two years, 
but the Select Committee thought it right to reduce the term to one year, to 
which I, as member in charge of the Bill, was prepared to accede ; and I. do 
not think that it would be right to go any further.’ Those who know the 
area‘and tho people concerned are aware that the Sonthals have been ,eagorly 
expecting legislation of this kind, and the people who have been dealing 

* with the Sonthals have known. for at least one year, I would go further and 
say two years, that they have been doing it at their peril. I therefore 
recommend to the Council that this amendment be not accepted.” 


The Hon'ble Banu Kisnort Monay Onaupnuri said :-— 

gre well Sir, after that explanation, [beg to withdraw my amend- 
ment. . “1 
The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. “s 


(Amendment No. XXX.) 


The Hon’blo Mr. Asrar Att Kuan Cuavpaurt moved that (aa) 
of section 49K, be omitted. . : sib 
He oa a : . sap 

* “My Lord, ‘this amendment is noarly the samo as that moved by the 
Hon" ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. Tt is about the retrospective effect, 
but it does not concern the three districts of Bankura, Birbhum and Midna- 
pore. It is about other districts to-which this Bill will not apply at once. 
When tho notification under section 49A will be published in the Calcutta 

- Gazette, the Bill willeapply. The transfer of land’ has been  rostricted by 
sale or by decree of Court. ‘There are two provisos, one is that if the dec 
of the” Court is for arrears of rent, then the decree for transfer is quite a 
right, or ifthere is a decree on account of the’ contract fr aula 
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contract was made one year before the Act came into foree. In. the case of 
other castes and tribes algo to which this chapter has been applied, this Bill 
will have. offect from one year before the date of the publication of the 
notification under section 49A, sub-section (2), 86 ‘it. comes to this, that. 
supposing after this Bill has been Passed into law, after six ‘months you 
pablish the notification and if is there is a transaction within one year then 
it becomes null and void. I do not know about the Eastern Bengal and 
. Western Bengal, but in the Alipur Duars and Darjeeling districts there are 
many tea plantations. There, there are several landlords and tenants who 
have bought lands and put money. into the improvement of the land ; they 
have erected machinery and put in a large amount of money. If this 
clause is kept then after the notification is made, all those transactions that 
have been made within one «year, become null and void and all their 
money goes. It is for this reason I say that this ought to bagamended. 
As regards Birbhum, Bankura ‘and Midnapore I do not object to it, 
because it might be said that before the Bill had been circulated in all these 








sioners and Collectors and somo people may know about it, but the ordinary. 


public do not know much about it, and for this reason T say this clause should 
be omitted.” 
The Hon’ble Mavtyr A. K. Fazt-vi-Hag said :-— 
“My Lord, without entering into the merits of the controversy which 
* has been raised by this amehdment, I beg to point out to this Council that 
the accepted principle of legislation is that it should not interfere. with 
rights already created, It is for this reason that whenever any amending 
Act is passed, care is taken not to make it retrospective, unless the exigencies 
of the moment require that the Act should take effect immodiately or 
retrospectively. It is trae, as the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill has 
pointed out, that sufficient notice has been given, by means-of circulars and 
otherwise, that legislation on the lines intended was impending, but even 
then T should like to-point out that it is very rarely that people can mako 
out that although some sort of legislation might be pending, what would ba. 
the exact lines on which that legislation would be undértaken. That matter 
has been pointed out by the Hon'ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri who 
said that there may be people who have, inspite of the fact that they knew 
that legislation was pending, spent money in the improvement of land which 
has somehow or other passed into their hands, and it will be a great hardship 
to them, if the Act -is made retrospective so as to touch their interests, 
T should therefore heartily support this amendment.” _ a 
The Hon'ble Mr. Cusine said :-— 

“Sir, the objections on theoretical grounds as explained in this amendment 
to the clause ag drafted, namely, clause (2), sub-clause (i), are: greater than 
in the previous amendment, but at the same time I think that if the Council 
onee appreciate the position of affairs, they must realise that there are good 
grounds for it. When the Bill was first drafted, the word ‘aboriginal’ was 
not even defined. In Select Committee it has been made clear, that it is 
intended to refer tothe Sonthals of certain districts in the first instance, and 

certain other aboriginal tribes. At the present moment Government 

have no immediate intention of extending the Act, if it is passed into law, to 

any of these other aboriginals. mentioned in clause 49K, but fair warning is 

now given to all those concerned that tranSfers of the nature contemplated 

in this Bill are not L upon with favour by Government. I think, there- 

i ee iven that for a bee now no extension 

7 é le, then they will be in the same position as 

_ the landlords of the areas in which the Sonthals are. With this explanation 

1 trust that the Hon'ble Member, who has. raised this amendment, will not 
is 4: ee a 
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Phe Hon'ble Mr. Asnrar Ant Kian Quaupront said :— —* 
“My Lord, Tam afraid [ cannot accept what Mr. Cumming: has said, for 


thie reason, that no immediate intention of the Government to notify will be 
-worse for the people, because they will know that if an undertaking is given, it 
will not be published for at least one year. Prudent people or those who are 
educated will not have dealings with any land Telonwans to aboriginal, but 
what will happen in practice? “The poor people, agriculturists, will enter into 
doglings as to these lands, and they will purchase it ; you cannot alter their 
nature» When, they know that it is not coming for some years, they will not 
stop or wait, they will go on buying lands. If it was passed into law at once, 
if there had been no retrospective effect, the Collector would come in and the 
dealings would become null and void. But the result of giving an under- 
taking would be a host of litigations and instead of these poor aboriginals 


Ayes—20. Noe—81. 


tan Sarkar. His Excellency the President. 
jackenzie, ‘Tho Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, x.0.1.%., 0.8.1. 
, Aminur Rahaman, » » 4. Satyendra Prasanna Siohs, 7, 
"\. Provash Chander Mitter. ms Comming, 0.8.1, 0.1 
* sh Bijay Chadd Mabitab, oat, 4» ral W. R, Edwards, 0.0., 
Kc, 1.0.5 Mabarajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan. at 
+» KumarShiti Shekhareswar Ray. ore 
Ye abu Brojendea Kishore Ray yyy 
Obaudnuri. ener 
» Mr, Arum Chandra Singha. ayer 






















* "Rai" Debonder Chunder Ghow yy Qy Ht, Bompas. 
Bahadur. 3 WG. Wordsworth. 
» Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, "om » C.F. Payne. 6 "A 
nw gre Abul Kaserm, ae) », B, B. H. Panton. 
fe ieee elie i ope al a Nath Vukharit Bahadur, 1.8.0.” 
 Maulvi A. K. Pasi Home fe ae Wee a ete ‘3 
+o Ach Sab Avan oe oy BW, Carter, 021-8. 
tm. Babu'Bbabendsa Chandra Ray. Nay Bie-A. Birlemyre, ir. 
1t Jee Rai Sei Nath Ray Bahadur. * + Me, B.B, Bden. 
* Rai” Mahendra Chandra = Mitra, , B.A Martin, 4 * 
Baliador. 


”"\ Bibn Mahendra Nath Ray, C1. © 


ne Bab Surendra Nath Ray. 
oy Kiahort Mohan Chaudhari. 
yo ew Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 





‘Tite following member abstained from voting — : tke 
‘The Hon'ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha, c..7. oar: 


* 
‘The following members were absent :— 4 
‘The Hon'ble Mr. ‘T, G, P. Gibbons; : a 
a » *Ihtisham-ul-Mulk Rais-ud-Danla Amirul-Omrah Nawab Si 
‘ Asif Qadr Saiyid Wasif Ali Mirza Khan Bahadur Mahabat 
Jang, K.c.81., K.0.v.0., Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. — 
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ee ey ce ne 

Whig ate, Mon KB, Due g.6 0. caw gps 

» The ayes being 20 and the noes 21, the motion was lost. 
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Balu Kishori Mokan Chaudhuri; Rat Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur ; 
Mr. Caamming. 
* "(Amendment No. XXx1.) ; 
‘The Hon'ble Banu Kisior1 Monan Onavonvrs withdrew the following 
amendment which stood in his name, namely =," + 
“That thé words ‘ at least one year’, in lino 3 of ‘clause (i) of proviso 
(2) to section 49K be omitted.” . 


i (Amendment No. XXXII.) 4 


. The Hon'ble Rar Desenver Cuvxper Giosr Banapur moved" that 
clause (c) of the proviso to section 49K, be omitted. 
He said :— 

“My Lord, my amendment refors tosection 49K, the first part of which 
runs thus :—' Notwithstanding anything in this Act, no deeree or order shall 
be passed by any Court for the sale of the tight of an aboriginal tenure- 
holder.’ Then comes the proyiso which says; ‘That if the landlord pots a 
decree for arrears of rent, he will have tho right tof sell-it up,’ and then 
comes clause (c) of the proviso,’ which says: ‘Nothing in this section shall 
affect any right for the sale of any such tenure or holding for the recovery 
of any dues whith are recoverable as public demands.’ 

Now as’ an ordinary person having a claim for damages or having an 
unsecured debt, will not be able to sell the land of an aboriginal, ho is 
deprived of the ordinary tights. of the creditor, ‘But it is provided in tha 
last part of the ‘section’ that this embargo or this prohibition of the usual 
course by a creditor will not apply in ‘the case of a proceeding fer the 
recovery of any dues as public demands. That means that if there bea 
certificate under the Public Demands Recovery Act the person in whose. 
favour the certificate is passéd will be able to sell the right of an aboriginal 
tenure-holder, raiyat or under raiyat in his tenure or holding. It puts the holder 
of the certificate of publie demands in an exceptional position, and there is 
nothing to justify this oxeoptional position of the holder of a certificate for 
Public demands. — Iam aware that in such proceedings the Crown has priority 
for the realization of its dues, but others are not prevented from adopting 
the same course as the Crown adopts for the realisation of its dues, but. by this 
Bill you tell the general public that you are entitled to a sum of money as 
adebt due by an aboriginal, the debt is not an arrear of rent you have no 
remedy except té attach his Person, but you tell the Collector to-pags a cortifi- 




















cate for public demands, and you will’be able to recover whafeyer you want® 


under your certificate from the aboriginal, The Collector who hasubeon so 
very tender to the aboriginal is given a free hand to sell up the landed pro- 
perty. of the aboriginal for the recovery of the public demand. I do not know 
whether many members are ‘aware that by the tertifiate procedure you can 
recover all softs of things if it is a thing due tothe State, the Government 
or to the Court of Wards or to the proprietor of an attached estate. Thére- 
fore you not only place Government in an exceptional position, but persons 
coming under the Court of Wards. Many extravagant and improvident men 
are wards of court and the estates of many such persons are attached and 
kept under the control of the Collector, and they will have the benefit of 
recovering. their oney like ordinary creditors and-not placed in the same. 
position as ‘an Stare, creditor against an aboriginal under this Act. I do 
not think that this is evenhanded justice or fair treatment. If you do 
really feel for the aboriginal why then expel him from -his lands if he has not 
paid up his certificate demands,” ene ne 4 
The Hon'ble Mr. Cuma said ; Soe * 
“, “Sir, there is a superficial equity about the refiarks of the Hon'ble 
rT, but T do not think he fully realizes that in the first place the Crown 
have and has absolute priority, and in the second place by the balancing 
1b-elause (a) and sub-section (c) it will be seen that the dues of landlords 
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‘d the demands of the neral taxpayer are being placed on an equal footing. 
i one Hon'ble Sreribae mete strictly logical, he should also peu that, sub- 
clause (a) should not also form part of the Bill, and I do not think he 
proposes to do that. The Bill, as it stands safeguarding | the dues of the 
jandlord and the dues of the general tax-payet, is, 1 think, fair. . For this 
ground, Sir, I oppose the amendment.” 


The motion was then put and lost. a 


me iq (Amendment No. XXXII) 
Proposed section 49L, 


The Hon'ble Banu Amprka Cuaran Mazumpar moved that after the 
words “ reasonable timo”, in line 7 of section 49L, the words “not exceeding 


three months in all” be insorted. 
He said -— 

“ My Lord, it will be remembered that in the original Bill it was proposed - 
to take away the power of the civil’ court in executing decrees against 
aboriginals. This was opposed in the Select Committee and it has been stated 
that the civil courts would be ina position to execute decrees for rent against 
aboriginal tenants, but it has been provided that the courts should. give 
reasonable time to the debtor in order-to pay off his debt, No timo-limit has 
been fixed, and I consider it to be a very great hardship on the landlords 
just to hang on for the recovery of his rent for an indefinite period even when 
he hag obtained adecree. In fact, up tothe decree, itis an easy process. 
‘The a ficulty of the landlord really begins after the decree has been obtained, 
and if it is left entirely to the discretion of the court to grant time to the 











*judgment-debtor, in such cases, without any time limit, the decree may not 


be executed for a long time, say for six months or a year, and vo. ought to 
cofisider the position of the landlord. In, this case it is a one-sided piece 
of legislation, but at the same time we must not forget that, in showing our 
sympathies for the aboriginal, we should not’ be very harsh upon the landlord 
decroe-holders. Therefore I propose that there should be a limit to 

discretion of the court in. granting. time, ‘and that it ought not to’ exceed 
three months. . There may be a judgment-debtor against whom the landlord 
has got a decree for rent and he comes to court and says ‘T shall pay you 
say within two or three years.’ So let us have some limit not’ exceeding 


<three months,-and_ not keep the. decree-holder hanging on for an indefinite 


period entirely at the discretion of the court ; this is not fair nor just.” 

The Hon'ble Mr. Cusine said — * 
*“Sir, the seumient of the Hon'ble Member amounts to this, that ifyougive 

one concession, that is an ai ment for giving another. ‘The Hon'ble Member 

has rightly pointed out that the clause in the original draft to which many took 

exception outside this Couneil has been modifi and the terms of 49L as now 

drafted simply indicate fo the court that reasonable time should be given. 


_ Lthink, in other circumstances, the Hon'ble Meinber would ask whether the 


civil court could not be trusted to uso thoir discretion properly. Ido not 
id be 


_really see, Sir, why in this particular case their discretion 


circumscribed, and T can easily conceive of circumstances fw whieh a period 

of ae months might not be reasonable. 1, therefore, oppose she amend- 

ment. > os * na 7 Z 
‘The motion was then put and lost. - 





+. Proposed section 49M. 


"The. flon'ble Banu Aamtka Cranat Mauna moved that i , provi 
‘to sub-section (2) of section 49M, after the word “ ofliver tr Ae ee otal 
where that word occurs, the -words “ or Court” be inserted. | 


r ee oe 


- Part IVA] THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, JANUARY:9, 1918, 7 
i - - Bd asc — beige - _ ‘ 
The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. 


Mr. Cumming ; Rat Debender Chinder Ghose Bahadur ; Babu Kishoré 
Mohun Chaudhuri; Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 











He said ;— = « ‘ 

“In thi8 section the power of revision is given to any officer whom the 
Local Government may appoint in that behalf. It may so happen that the 
officer whose order will be revised, will be the District diidge and in such 
cases power is gonerally given to the High Court to revise it. I do not think 
that the word ‘officer ‘is sufficiently indicative of a tribunal like the High 
Court. Therefore, I suggest that after the word ‘officer’ the words ‘or 
Court.’ may be inserted.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Commune said :-— 


“Tam sorry, Sir, that 1 donot quite realise why the Hon'ble Member 
desires to introduce this. Let us consider what are the powers of the 
Collector “under this Bill against which provision for appeal is made in 
clause 49M. Thero is the first, 49F, provision of transfer; there is next 
in 49H, provision for ejectment, and finally in 49J, there is approval of 
re-settlement. It is laid down in 49M, that appeals should lie against the 
order of the Collector of the district, and then in the sub-section to. which 
the Hon'ble Member refers, provision is made that an appeal may lie to such 
officer as_ the Local Government may appoint. Surely, it is natural that the 
officer, who would be appointed, would be one who would be in the chain of 
which the Collector is one of the lower links. Therefore, on the ground that 
the addition is unnecessary, and to some extent meaningless, I oppose the 
amendment.” 


The motion was then put and lost, 


(Amendment No. XXXV.) Woy 
¥ Proposed Section 490. 


The Hon’blg, Rar Denexper Cauxper Grose’ Barapun moved that. after 
the” words “shall lie”, in line 2 of section 490, the word “ in. any Civil 
Court’, be inserted. i 
He said :— 


“The amendment, my Lord, is really a verbal amendment and it does 

not go against the objects of the Bill, but to make the Bill anore clear, 
section 490 runs thus: ‘Notwithstanding anything in this Act, no suit 
. shall lio-to vary or set aside any order passed by the Ectleetor in any proceed- 
ing. unde# this chapter except on the ground of fraud or want of 
jurisdiction.’ T would add the words ‘in any Civil Gourt’’ after the*words 
shall lie” as-the expression ‘ Criminal suit’ is to be found in English statutes,” 


The Hon‘ble Mr. Cumaana said — 


“accept the amendment.” 
T otion Was then put and agreed to. 


pow “ (Amendment No. XXXVI.) 


The Hon'ble Basu Kisnort Monun Cnavpnurt withdrew the following . 
amendment which stood in his name, namely :— * : 
“That section 49P be omitted.” e 


‘ (Amendment No. XXXVI.) 


= © he Hon'ble Mn, Asurar Aut Kuan Unaupuurr moved that clause (0) .of 
section 49P be omit ed. ‘ 
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He said — me “ ce 

“ My Lord, it is the samo as the amondment Tanoved afew, minutes ago 
on the retrospective effect of the whole chapter. My argument will be just 
the same as that in my previous motion. I have nothing particular to say, 
but as the Hon'ble Member jn charge is going to meet me by giving me an 
undertaking that no publication will be made within one year, T would say 
thon that if his intention is that no retrospective effect will be given in 
practice, why burden this Bill with more paragraphs ?” 


The Hon'ble Mx. Cumming said :— 

“ Sir, as regards the principle at stake I have nothing to add to what 
has already been said under clause 49K. As regards the burdoning of the Bill 
to which the Hon'ble Member has alluded, I have already explained why, as a 
matter of drafting, sections 49K and 49P have been prepared separately. 
I, therefore, oppose the amendment.” 


Tho Hon'ble Mr. Asmar Aut Kuan Caaupnunt said :— 


“Doos the Hon'ble Member give an undertaking that it will not be 
notified within one year and state how that undertaking willbe put into 
practice ?”” 


The Hon'ble Mr, Comsane said :— 


~ “Sir, obviously my remarks regarding the other case are equally appli¢able 
to this ; and,as to how the undertaking will be carried out in practice, if an 


officor.of Goyernment speaking in this ‘Council gives an undertaking, 1 donot ~ 
think that his successor will repudiate it.” aie 


‘Phe motion was then, by leave. of the President, withdrawn. 


The Hon'ble Mit Cumming moved that the Secretary ‘be directed to xe- 
muibber'the clauses and sub-clauses of the Bill in consecutive order and 
make corresponding alterations in all cross references thereto. 


The Hon'ble Kwan Siim Suexnareswar Ray said :— 


jy Lord, ean a motion be made under rule 46 of the Business Rules 
now ?. 
. i 


The Presipent said :— 


“I think it would be better to dispose of this formal motion now. After 
that a ruling will be given on the point raised by the Hon’ble Member. ” 
The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Presipent said :— sat 


_ “The Hon'ble Member asks whether it isnow possible 10 make a moti 
under rule 46 of the Business Rules. I understand that, wr art naihe (8) cs : 
rule 47, an‘Hon'ble Member desires to object to the mgtion that the Bill be. 
passed be taken today. If that is so, the next stage of the Bill will be 
postponed to a further mooting ‘of the Council, and it will then be in order 
for any Hon'blo Member: to send in a motion under rule 46. Unless the 
objection is made to-day, I think the Hon'ble Member would not be in order 
in moving a motion under rule 46, because if he will turn to rule 21, he will 
find that the Member who wishes to make any original motion ona Bill 
am hes oe see of his ent at the next previous meeting, or send: 
notice ary ten i i 
he intends to make the i- wee igi. peer: Kegini 2 tt, ae 
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The Hon'ble Banu Buanenpra Cuanpra RAY said ;-— ~ 

% “My Lord, as certain amendments have been ape with your Excel- 

Tency’s permission, I object td the Bill boing passed to-day under Rule 47 (2) 

of the business rules of the Bengal Legislative Council (page 167 of the 

Bengal Council pasaal From the many amendments bron} forward ‘by 

the ‘Hon'ble mover in charge himself it is evident that the Bill was rushed 
through the Select Committee and that proper attention was not paid to it, 
Some important changes, such as the enumeration of certain particular classes 
in the Bill have substantially altered it and no reason aceording to Rule 37(2) 
of the Business Rules of the Bengal Legislative Council for inserting these 
Particular names have been stated, ! 

My Lord, for all these reasons we want little more time to consider the 
Bill in all its aspects and propose further amendment if necessary: My Lord, 
as the Bill is not of any urgency I hope your Lordship will be pleased not to 
exercise your extraordinary power of suspending the rules and to allow the 
Bill to_be passed to-day. 

‘The Hon'ble Member in charge has said that Thave taken advantage of 
this particular section only to delay the matter as a matter of fact.” 

The Prestpenr said :—. 

“As I read rule 47 an objection on these grounds will be valid unless 
the Hon'ble Member in charge ¢an show any urgent reason why the Bill 
» should be proceeded with to-day. Bofore, however, passing a final order on 

that ruling,.1 would like the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Bill to show 
cause, ifsho desires to do so, why the Bill should be proceeded with” to-day." 
The Hoi’ble Mx. Comune said :— ° s 

“Sir, I Was unaware until about half the amendments had beén disposed 
of that the Hon’ble Member desired to make this objection. “Undoubtedly 
he isin Order as the rule of the Council lays down that the burden of proof 
shall~be upon the member: of Government. to show that it is “absolutely 
necessary that the Bill should be proceeded with to-day. This: Bill is-not 
a matter of life and death, but at the same time I shduld like. the Hon'ble 
Members to realize that this legislation has been asked for oyer 40 years, 

















taking advantage of this particular rule to move the Council not to-pass the 
Bill at ‘this sitting. I cannot urge, however, that any untoward happening 
“will ensue if the Bill be not passed to-day. I may state that there are few 
pieces of legislation which have been so carefully considered and which have 
been the result of a very definite local domand as this one has been. All 
those locally concerned, both officials and non-officials, Sonthals and non- 
Sonthals. in ‘the area concerned, are convinced that very prompt legislation 
of this nature -is required ; nay more, the Sonthals themselves aré most 
insistent on this. point. Yes, they appeal to us ‘do come and protect us’, 
“come over and help us’. If the members who represent the Indiang in 
this Council think that their appeal should not he listened to, I have nothing 
more to say. But I think that it is taking an unfair advantage of the power 
that the rule gives to the Hon'ble Member.”’ - ‘ 


The Presioent said :— x 5 
“ Doos the Hon'ble Member desire to press his objection?” ‘ 


The Hon'ble Bau Buanaypra CuAnpea Ray aid-— ¢ 
“Yes, my Lord." i ¥ 


The Preswwenr said :— § 
-*'The,next stage of the Bill will be taken in the January. meeting of the 


Gouneil,” ) 
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1 Publie Domands Reonvery (Amendnient) Bill; The Bengal 
Te bee oa nimary, Baueation Bul. - 


Mr. Cumming; Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 
a nae 
THE BENGAL PUBLIC DEMANDS RECOVERY (AmenpmeNty 
. ‘ BILL, 1917. hgh At 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEMS Nos. 4&5. 


* 


‘The Hon'ble Mr. Cumming presented the Report of the Select Committee 
~ on the Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1917, and moved 
that the said Report be taken into consideration. z 
The motion was put and agreed to. ; 
The Hon’ble Mr. Cusine ‘also moved that the Bill be passed. 
Tho motion was put and agreed to. y 


THE BENGAL PRIMARY EDUCATION BILL, 1917. 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEMS Nos.’6 & 7. 


‘Tho Hon'ble Basu Sugenpra Natu Ray moved forrleave to introduce 
4 Bill to provide for the extension of primary education in all municipalities 
in Bengal and in other selected areas in Bengal. 

He said :—“ My Lord, I beg leave to introduce my Bill fér making 
primary education compulsory within the municipalities of this Presidency 
including ‘the Municipality of Caleutta and to selected areas ‘ithin the 
jurisdiction® of the District Boards which have been constituted ito Union 
Commitfees under section 38 of Bengal Act III of 1885. The question of 
compulsory: primary education has been one of the most difficult questions for 
every civilised Government to deal with but we find that ‘all civilised © 


Goveenmonts have taken up the question as best as they-gan, ¢ With’ the »' 


progress of civilisation wo feol the necessity of training the mind from the © 
Piirely pliysical neods of the body and we ean train the mind ofthe people by 
educating*them. In, these advanced times, when: there is a keen struggla 
for existertoe, uncivilised and uneducated nations are bound to dio: out. 6 
‘no Jonger- hear of the Red Indians who at one timo spread over the whole 
“continent of America. Education can only enable a nation to survive: the 
stwaggle for the fittest. If the masses of the Indian people do not see the~ 
light of education they also will in course of time cease to oxist asa mation. 
But thowmasses cannot be educated in one day nor can they, beyexpected » 
to acquire the higher standard of education. The signs of the timod® indicate 
that unless early stops are taken to educate the masses of the people of India . 
jn however rudimentary a form they would not survive as a nation, 

‘The masses may be roughly divided into two classes, yiz., the agricul- 
tural class and the workmen or the labouring class. Tt -is education which 
develops the faculties of men, helps them in. tho formation of regular habits 
and those qualities count a’great way in the future prospect both 6f the agrioul- 
tural and workmen class. T want, however, to impross tipon this Council that 
education in however rudimentary a form, ée., reading, writing, and arith 
metic imparted to the masses will not only be a great help to them but also~ 





enable this country to hold its owh in the near. futare in respect of agricul- 


tural and industrial development against foreign competition. « Tt has been - 


said that from ‘the standpoint of the nation as.a whole, as organised in the 
State, and, therefore, also from the standpoint. of the onarchy, there can be no 


doubt that it is in its own interest that all national’forees should be developed 
to their utmost expaoity in order that they may the better subserve the ends 
of national self-preservation and self-realisation. As things now are in the 
civilised world a nation lagging behind in this respect is bound to be 
overtaken by its. more emergetic neighbours. For no one can éntertain any 
doubt that in the great struggle for national dignity and power, those nations 
will be best able a their own which best look after the training and 
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anges had not been without an important influence on the character of | 
peared ae education. It should be remembered that the department does 
not appoint or dismiss the teachers, por pay themi, nor recognise them as 
ciyil servants. The curriculum of instruction 1s largely in the hands of, the 
local managers and from the first the main influence of the Edueation Depart- 
ment has been exercised ‘through its methods of awarding grants to those 
bodies. In fact during many years the prime function of the department was, 
not, to direct education or to set up a national system but to distribute grant- 
in-aid of local effort, and to do this on a graduated scale ufder, such eondi- 
tions as would stimulate improvement and ensure to the nation a good 
educational return for its expenditure. ‘ 

Education, specially primary education, has made great progress’ in 
Germany and France.’ In the beginning of the seventeenth century. primary 
education was made compulsory in some of the smaller States of Germany 
and boys and girls between the ages of 6 and 12 were required to attend 
throughont the year except at harvest time. At first the enforcement of 
compulsory education met with serious obstacles in those countries partl, 
owing to poverty and also because of the carelessness, indolence: ani 
obstinacy on the part of the parents. There were also difficulties. in the way 
of introdugtion of compulsory education due to overerowding of schools’ and. 
the doeusipiont training of teachers, Besides public schools there was @ very 
large number of private schools in the towns which séem to indicate that. 
there was'a demand for them. Although many of the primary schools of: the 
century hardly deserve the name of educational institution compulséty school 

‘attendance paved the way for that uplifting of the masses which was accom- 
plished in the nineteenth century. The general character of the period: was 
marked by the sgeady progress of the masses and the spread of democratic 
spirit. The aristocracy had lost its’ former predominance. » ‘With the 
progress of commerce and manufactures personal property. grew in extent’ 
and the middle classes attained legal and_ political equality. ‘Che Parlia-- 
mentary representation of the people was, no doubt, originally intended to 
bestow on the well-to-do and educated’ middle. classes, the influence which 
was their due. During “the second half. of the century a new movement 
begay to make itself felt, the rise ofa ‘Fourth Estate’. With the rapid 
growth of large towns and capitalistic enterprise in the industrial world, . 
with a steadily improving standard of life and education, these masses, tve., 
the labour party, constituting the political party of social democracy officially « 
recognised as members of the political organism by the establishment of - 
tac suffrage, hava become an important factor of social and political 
fe’. P . 

Th is said that in Germany the ivereasing prosperity of the training 
colleges and the primary schools was due to the earnest) and elevating belief 
that it was a sacred duty to provide a proper training of youths, a true 
education of the whole people. i 

We find that in the United States education-is highly prized, ‘and next 
to primary it is here that the science of education is most widely studied. 
Each State makes its own educational arrangements, but there is a genoral 
unitormity of classification of the schools into elementary, seconda: 
aise Henge y ay Scena a ae States but it is felt that the 
citizens appreciate education so hi; that it is not enfor 
attendance at school. ag =f saereages ct 

Thave given a brief history of the develépmen: of primary education im. 
some of the countries of Europe and in the Uinted States oh ea te 
shows how education has de¥eloped in those countries, iets 

- ‘The history of primary education in this country.is not very clear. We 
had no doubt our seats ew rning in Ancient Gs, jeu “not know | 
and are not in a position to say how far the masses of the people participated 
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in education, or more correctly speaking primary education in the sense in 
which it is used now. The Permanent Settlement. of 1793 recognised in 
perpetuity the rent-free grants of land enjoyed alike by tho Sanskrit tols 
and Muhammadan muktabs. It was, however, during the administration of 
Lord William Bentinck that in the year 1835 there was a widespread enquiry 
in the then oxisting state of popular education. Mr. Adam who was placed 
in charge of the enquiry estimated the number of village schools and pathsalas 
at about 100,000 in Lower Bengal and he earnestly pleaded for the instruc 
tion of the people. We find, however, that no general effort was made to 
assist or improve the indigenous, schools for a/number of years. Tt was in 
1853 that the ‘Circle System' was introduced which had for its immediate 
aim the improvement of the indigenous schools and masters. We find. from 
the Report of the Indian Education Commission of 1883 that in 1870-71, 
excluding the primary classes of secondary schools, there were in Bengal 
only 68,500 pupils in primary schools recognised by the Department, while 
in 1881-82 there were nearly 900,000. Still the Proportion of public funds, 
including the term provincial, local and municipal funds, spent on primary 
education was by far the lowest in any province in India, being 13 per cent, 
less than in the Panjab, and 27 per cent. below Bombay, 

That something has heen done within recent years for the promotion 
of primary edueation cannot be gainsaid. Bat a great deal more ought to be 
done. .*We are all in agreement that primary education should be further 
extended’ said by. His Excellency the Viceroy at the last Conference of 
Public Instruetion’in January last. 


schools on the 31st March, 1917, was 1,124,109, of these 550,806 were 

Hindus and 552,589 Muhainmadans. The Hindus have thow 32°7 per. cent. 

of their boys of school-going age in primary institutions, and the Muham- 

madans 28'9 per cent. It is a matter of congratulation that the Muham- 

madans have made such progress and are running an equal race with their, 
Hindu brethren. 

T-do not: want to enter at present into the details of the financial side 
of the question. It is true there isa section in the Bill, section 17 (1) about 
the imposition of an ‘Educational Coss’, but the cess is to be imposed 
if the existing resources of the local body or any grant from Government 
are not sufficient to meet the cost of such primary education. I have 
provided in clause (5) of the section thay “whenever an education cess is 
levied within any area primary education shall be made free within that 
area’. 


report said * What is imperatively needed, especially in the Presidency and 
Burdwan Divisions, is- more schools of some stability. This can only be 
effected by much larger contributions from public funds. The pupils already 
contribute 56°3 per cent. of the funds. They cannot in fairness be asked’ 
to contribute more’. T need hardly say that we shall have to depend for 
the furtherancé of primary. education mainly upon the revenues of the © 
country. 
The municipalities of the Bombay Presidency are: in veceipt of hand- 
contributions from Government and for that reason they can very well 
to forego any help from Government for promoting primary education, 
t such is not the caso with the municipalities ete Tn Bengal, 
primary education will not make any progress without materia Support from 
Sein Beiipa nt ducation j hy ad 
i a. Act, primary education is sought to made compulst 
_ within the municipal area of the Bombay Presidency exce that of the tate 
ie : : ‘ 
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Bombay itself. I want, however, to introduce the provisions of the Bil 
sai aly coirhias may term mufassal municipal-area, but also to the city 
of Calcutta and to-Union Committees, because there are places which, th 
they have not been ‘constituted as municipalities, are still centres of trade 
and are busy haunts of men ‘and where the benefits of primary education may 
with advantage be introduced. ; - kee 

I have made this Bill applicable to ‘boys’ only and not to girls’. as 

‘In one of his addresses on ‘Education and Empire, the Right Hon'ble 
Mr. Haldane (now Lord Haldane) said ‘Educate your people and you have 
reduced to comparatively insignificant dimensions the problem of raising the 


. 





» condition of your masses’ - 


T need hardly say,that the above remarks apply equally to India. Some 
of the avaian States such as Baroda and Mysore have already taken up the 
work in right earnest and have made considerable progress.” 


The motion was put and agreed to. 


‘The Hon'ble Banu Surexpra Narn Ray also ‘moved that ‘the Bill be 
civenlated for eliciting opinion thereon. 


Phe Ho'ble Six S. P. Suvma said :— 
“My Lord, at this stage I desire to say very little except to congratu- 

Jate the Hon'ble Member on having the privilege to introduce this 
/Bill in this Council, so that Bengal follows at any rate if she does 
not lead the other provinces in introducing this necessary ahd long due 
measure. As the Hon'ble Member has observed, the necessity for univer- 
sal primary education is ‘admitted, on all hands, and the question has been 
hitherto one of ways and means. It is because the Hon’ble Member has 
sought to tackle, if | may use that phrase, the problem. of, problems—the 
question of ways and means by providing that municipalities should he able to 
raise the means for this purpose, it is because he has tried in this Bill to 
‘solve that problem in that way. that I specially congratulate him. My Lord, 
the Hon'ble Member quoted some interesting figures comparing what has been 
done in other provinces in the way of contribution for primary education, with 
what has been done in Bengal. It is. true that the contributions in other 
provinces for the purpose have been very often larger than those in ‘Bengal, 
but I think in fairness it ought also to be stated that the contributions for the 
purposes of secondary education and higher education have been in Bei 
much larger than those of the other previnees. Perhaps in so contributing 
we have not sufficiently taken eare of the interests of the ‘poor ; perhaps in 
doing what we have done, we have pampered the classes who ought to be ~ 
able to look after their own education. I consider the introduetion of 
this Bill a good augury for-the day when'the classes now called the educated 
classes will direct their energies for the purpose of impressing upon 
Government the necessity for spending all the money they can, not upon the 
education of the privileged classes so much as on the education of their er 
brethren. I also look forward to the day when it will be possible for the 
‘Hon'ble Member or some other Hon'ble Membor toadd to the Bill, or bring — 
“4 another Bill for the LS enon ists less important section of 

e community, viz., our girls, within the purview of this Bill, for ‘until-that is 
done, I do not think we shall be able to claim for ourselves, the Re bait 
and the same footing of equality with. the civilised nations, the history of 
primary education among whom my Hon’ble friend has very ‘pertinently. r 
red to to-day. With those fow words, I desire to commend on behalf e 
Government this‘Bill for the earnest consideration of the Council” 
country at Jarge, and I tyust that on all hands there will be the 
Jing’ desire as that which inspired my friend to-day to.contrib: 
the best of his capacity for the purpose of providing education for. th 

Theimotion was put and agreed to. 9 
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wrap « Resolutions. f 
; Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur ; The President. 
Min teee RESOLUTIONS. 

: a LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No 8. 


‘The Hon’ble Banu Aku Cnanpra Darra being absent, the following , 


resolution, which stood in his+name, went by default and was held to be 
withdrawn :— 

The Hon'ble Basu Axun, Cuanpra Darra to move that this Council 
recommends to the Governor in Council that a mixed committee of non- 
officials and officials, other than Police officers, with a non-official majority, be 
formed to examine the tvidence upon which all orders of internment have 
been passed in Bengal under the Defence of India Act and to mako such 
recommendations to the Government about each individual case as may be 
warranted by such examination. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 9. 


The Hon'ble Rat Rapaa Cuaran Pat Banapur said :— 


“My Lord, before I move the motion that stands in my name, I beg to 
make an humble and respectful submission to Your Excellency. This is a 
~ very important resolution which is agitating my. community at the ‘present 
moment. My Lord, we have had a full day’s work from 11 o'clock till nearly 
So'clock. I um sure not only Your Lordship, but other members of this, 
Council are ‘quite fatigued. after a whole day's strenuous and*hard - work.» 
My Lord, when you made your able, interesting, eloquent and ‘impressive speech 
on this matter, Your Lordship came frony your breakfast table to the Council 
Chamber. . Now, my Lord, after a full day’s work to take up this important 
question, in which 1 understand many of my friends on. the non-official side 
will take ‘part, will be inflicting a very great hardship on us. I appeal 
to Your Lordship’s sympathy—I should say mercy-—and crave Your 
Lordship either to postpone this resolution cither to te-motrow’s meeting or to 
the next moeting of the Council, ai direct the Secretary to put this as the 
first item on the agenda. I make this humble submission to Your Excellency 
and make a candid statement of our present position at this time when the 
sun is about io set.” ii 
The Presipenr said :— * 


“The Hon'ble Member's idea of a hard day’s work does not coincide, with 
mine. _We have only sat since 11 o'clock, we have had one hour's interval, 
and it is now nearly a quarter to five. If the Hon’ble Member will do some 
arithmetic, he will find what his hard day’a work consists of ; it is only 4-or 5 
hour's’ work. I do not think the Council as a whole has had an anduly long 
day’s work. 1 would suggest that the Council should at least sit for some 

. little time longer ; some Hon’ble Members have come from a long distance 
to attend the Council, and the Hon ble Member is of course perfectly aware 
of the rule that resolutions should be taken un at the end of the other 





business of the day. It was always the intention that resolutions should’ 


be taken up after the,other business of the day had been dealt with, 
In these cir¢umstances,* I would suggest that the Council should at least 
sit a little longer before adjourning.” * 
The Hon'ble Rat Rapua Cuaran Pau Banapur said :— 

“ My Lord, 'T bow to Your Excellency's decision.” 

The Hon’ble Rar Rapwa Cuaran Pat Banapur moved the following 
resolution :—- 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Couneil that an 
advisory committee of officials and non-officials consisting, among others, of 
an Indian Judge of the High Court and a practising member of the Calentta 
Bar, be sipaniel to investigate into and report upon all internment cases 
that have already taken place and that may take place in future and: to 
recommend in each case— tice 

3 the place of detention ; 
4) the allowance to be granted to the déteau and to the members of 
\ the family as may be deemed necessary ; " 

~. * (e) the educational facilities which may be required in particular 
t % » cases 5 be ) i 
and that the said advisory committee be empowe fd to co-opt any resident in 

district wherein the persons effected live ang who, in, their opinion, is 
“b is in the investigation and examination of the case, 
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x LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 9. / 
di 


The Hon'ble Rat Rapaa Onaran Pat Banapur said :-— 


* My Lord, \before I move the motion that stands i 
make an humble and respectful submission to Your xcellency. This is a 
very important resolution which is agitating my cot unity at the present 
moment. My Lord} we have had a full day's work from 11 o'clock till nearly 
5o'clock. I am sute not only Your Lordship, ut other members of this 
Council are quite fatigued after a whole day’s/strenuous and hard. work, 

_ My Lord, when you made you able, interesting, eléquont and impressive speech 
on this matter, Your Lordship came from yt table to the Council 










my name, I beg to 


‘Chamber. Now, My Lord, after a full day’s work to take up this important 
question, inwhich 1 understand many of my friends on the non-official side 
will take part, will be inflicting a very great hardship on us. I appeal 
to Your Lordship’s sympathy—I should. say merey—and crave Your 
Lordship either to postpone thig resolution either to te-morrow’s meeting or to 
the next meeting of the Council, and diréct the Secretary to put this as the 
first item on the agenda. I maky this Humble submission.to your Excellency 
and make a candid statement of cyr Bpsbont position at this time when the 
sun is about to set.” Vy 

The Presipenr said :-— / \ 

“The Hon"ble Member's idea/of a\hard day’s work does not coincide with 
mine. We have only sat since Ns o'clock, we have had one hour's interval 
and it is now nearly a quarter fo five. If the Hon'ble Member will do some 
arithmetic, he will find what his hard day's work consists of ; it is only 4 or 5 
hours’ work, T'do not think 4he Council’'a&.a whole has had'an anduly long 
day's work. I would suggest that the Coundil should ‘at least sit for some 
little time longer ; some Hon'ble Members haye come from a long distance 
to attend the Soasail and/the Hon'ble Membet\is of course perfectly aware 
of the rule that evan an should be taken up at the end of the other 
business of the day. It was alwaye’ the intontion that resolutions should 
be taken up after the other business of the Yay had been dealt with. 
In these circumstanges, I would suggest that the Council should at least 
sit a little longer befére adjourning.” \ 


‘The Hon'ble Rar Ravna Onanan PauBanapur said 
“My Lord, bow to your Excellency's decision.” \, 


The Hon'ble Rat Ravwa Cuanan Pat Banapur thoved the following 
resolution :— ; 
This Cofncil recommends to the . Governor in Council that an 
«advisory ci ittee of officials and non-officials consisting, among. others, of 
an Indian Jadge of thé High Court and a practising member ‘of the Calentia 
Bar, be inted to investigate into and report, upon all internment cases. 
ready taken place and that may take place in future, and to { 
‘in each case— \ 
) the place of detention ; \ , 
b) the allowance to be granted to the détenu and to the thembers of 
the family as may be deemed necessary ; \ 

(c) the educational facilities which may be required in: particular 
Jo bases : ip \ 

yd that the said advisory committoo be empowered to co-opt any Pasheet in 
district wherein the persons effected live and who, in their opinion, is 

bp of assistiance in the investigation and examination of the case. 
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He said -— a : ‘ : ae 

“T would like to clear my ground before T enter into the merits of this 
resolution. We listened. with very great, attention to the. interesting, able, 
and eloquent and impressive speech that Your, Excellency delivered at the 
last meeting. We could not at that. time quite follow what was actually 
intended to be done: by Government to meet the public demand on this 
subject. Subsequently we had an opportunity of reading Your Beonleny? 
speech and also of reading in the newspapers an official communiqué on the 
subject and we find that the Governor General in Coune has been 
pleased on the recommendation of Your Excellency’s Government to 
appoint 3 Committee. presided over by an eminent judge of* Great 
Britain and some of my countrymen, not only from Bengal but in other 
parts of India to investigate and to find oat whether there is any widespread 
criminal conspiracy in Jndia’and whether any legislation is necessary to cope 
with the evil. My Lord, we have nothing to complain about this ; in fact, we 
sweloome such an inquiry, but, My Lord, at the present moment, what we want 
js not merely an inquiry of the sort which has now been instituted by 


Government, but something more. 


“My Lord, at the last Budget debate, while approving the detention of 
dangerous characters, | expressed a hope that a Committee may be appointed 
to investigate and inquiro into the cases of suspected persons before their 
liberty is taken away and they are interned, causmg distress, desolation and 
despair in their homes. Your Excellency with your high statesmanship and 
keen insight at-once found out that there was not much difference between 
the Government. and the public in this matter—the difference being only in 
the method of investigation of the cases, We are grateful that the attitude 
of the community is not misunderstood. Not merely loyalty to the British 
constitution and allegiance to the British Crown but our self-interest and 
golf-conservation demand that peace and order should reign undisturbed 
throughout the length and breadth of the land. Anarchism must be 
suppressed. The political, social, moral and material advancement, of the 
country cannot go on if the canker of anarchism finds lodgement in its body 

tics, When we remember the crimes against law and order that took 
place in the country we cannot but feo) that it is our duty, in our own inter- 
ests, to rally round the Government and to strengthen its hands in suppres- 
sing them. Economic causes may have brought forth this malignant disease, 
‘but that is no reason that it should be allowed to grow to the detriment of 
our lives and properties. This is the view of every British pubject in this 
Presidency—nay, throughout India, whohag a stake in the’ country. But the 
question which is u;ypermost in everybody's mind is, should not the Govern- 
ment change its method of dealing with the cases ? I hope I may be pardoned 
if I say that there is a widespread and deep-seated feeling of discontent 
throughout the length and breadth of the country at the mannet in whieh 
these cases of suspected persons are disposed of by Government. At present 
it practically rests with the executive officer, namely, an additional Secretary » 
of Your Excellency'’s Government to act on the Police reports that are 
often-times based on the information of spies and informers. Although the 
ordinary law of the land can be moved tohring the suspected persons to justice, 
for want of proner legal evidence the Government are advised to resort to the 
provisions of the Defence of India Act. I do not mean to say that the 
decisions in these cases are all unjustified or arrived at without ‘due delibera-" 
tion and consideration, I fully appreciate the difficulties of Government. &: 
the one hand they must protect. the lives and property of the people.and’on the 
other hand they must:safeguard the innocent from being the, vietims of mis- 
chievous and intriguing people. Tt is our duty, My Lord, to assist th 
ment with our ice and suggestion in this matter and I hope 
‘suggestion will be taken in the spirit in which it is offered. — 
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is a general and insistent demand growing 
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Mr, Aminur Rahman. f 
that the administration of this Act should not be dependent on the unaided‘ 


‘judgment of a single executive officer howevor fair-minded and impartial 
emay be. It isa stupendous task—a serious respongibility is imposed on 
the shoulders of a single officer armed with the power of depriving any one 
of, His Majesty's subjects of his liberty which is his birth-right, on the’ 
ex-parte and untested reports of officers who might be possibly misled by 
others. My proposition, without weakening the hands of Government in any 
way, Suggests a course which will be in conformity with the procedure which 
I believe exists in England and which will to a certain extent ensnre justice 
and conciliate public opinion, In the absence of a judicial tribunal, a quasi- 
judicial advisory committee should be appointed to advise the Government 
tn each case. The whole object is that as action is being’ taken under 
exceptional circumstances and under a special law without the ordinary 
. Safeguards there should be some quasi-judicial authority substituted for 
the executive to guarantee that the liberty of the unfortunate man will 
not be lightly and without a most careful consideration, as far as the 
altered situation will permit, be taken away. I think .a-committee con- 
sisting of a judge of the High Court, a practising lawyer who is 
capable of testing evidence, a high executive officer co-opting and a well 
known and well-informed resident. of-the district will be a perfectly inde- 
pendent and impartial body and will inspire the confidence both of the 
Government and the people. An Advisory Board with the co-opted local 
member will be in a better position to make a recommendation to the Govern- 
ment as to. what allowance should be made to the détenu and’ to the family 
after due investigation of his, pecuniary circumstances. As the application 
of the Defence of India Act,merely restricts the movements of the persons 
interned and in tho case of school boys the restrainment, is made with a view 
to dissociate immature youths from evil companions without in any way 
intending to blast the future career of the youths or to cast an indoliable 
stigmaupon them, it is hoped that the Government would take a paternal 
solicitude for their welfare and ask the Board to recommend what educa- 
tional facilities can be arranged for the boy during the period of his intern- 
ment, Such a committee will - weigh with a full sense of responsibility all 
facts which will be brought to their notice. The analogy of a special 
tribunal may be taken as a proof to show how successfully a mixed tribunal 
has worked. Tho object of the Government and the people is the same, that 
the persons guilty or clearly suspected of commiting crimes should be 
punished or restrained. That object can be best attained by substituting 
the machinary of a gaust-judicial body in the place of a single executive 
officer. We are also anxious on hehalf of the poople to see that no injustice 
is done to any body by hjs liberty being curtailed on insufficient evidence 
and on mere suspicion.» 1 am conscious that I am not addressing in vain your 
Excelleney’s Government in moving this resolution. Your Excellency is a 
representative of the British Crown, I know that it is repugnant to the 
instincts of the freedom-loving people of the British Isles to deprive any 
* person of his liberty without trial, As in the absence of a regular trial the 
| Government are liable to misconstruction and misunderstanding, we want the 
nds of Government should be strengthened by the appointment of the 
Advisory Board. I, therefore, earnestly hope that in the interest of Govern- 
ment aswell as of the people Your Excellency may be pleased to accept 
the resqlution.” : 


The Hon'ble Mr. Amanur Rauman ‘said :-— 


“My Lord, barely a month ago Your ‘Excellency announced in this 

Council that the India Government has been perfuaded to appoint a commis- 
‘sion for the investigation of all matters connected with ‘the anarchist ‘moye- 

this country. It was also announced that the services of | 

English Judge would be enlisted for the purpose. Woe have already : 
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* ames of the gentlemen. who are going to,serve on this commission 
im iets Nobody will deny that it is a faitly representative body and 
emsisted of men who stand very high in the estimation of the people. The 
very fact that the Government have at last agreed to let non-officials into the 
secret’ ought to disarm the suspicions of those who have held that the Gev- 
ernment was pursuing a policy of unscrupulous repression. Even if there 
be some reasonable grounds for such suspicion one ought, to suspend ones 
judgment about the policy of Government specially with regard to the ‘arrest 
‘nd internment of suspected persons until the commission has published its, 
. report on these matters. Any Committee that may be appointed by this Govern- 
ment will be placed in‘exactly the same position as the commission in regard 
to the facilities for the purpose of investigation and the materials that they | 
will have to work upon. I do not think two separate bodies differently 
composed will come to two different conclusions if the facts and figures in 
connection with these matters are fully and honestly placed. before them. 
For this reason J maintain that the establishment of a Committee for the 
purpose of invostigation and report is absolutely unnecessary. The resolu- 
tion goes further. It suggests that a Committee be empowered to make tecom- 
mendations on each individual case about the place of detention, the allowance 
to be granted’to a détenu, etc. If we agree to the appointment of such a Com- 
mittee we'have to assume that the present machinery is not working satisfac- 
torily. In Bengal there is a strong prejudice against the Police and probably 
in some cases one can easily justify ones opposition to the system of Police 
administration, It may be that for this very reason even gteat public men who 
morally make a generoits allowance for the frailties of human nature and the 
‘ible of a time-worn system have begun to denounce the Police. As for 
myself I cannot ascribe a policy of vindictive savagery to any responsible 
department of the Government. But Ido think that there are cases where 
some ungerapulous and villainous members of the Police force have acted with 
an ittter disregard to the feelings and prejudices and comforts of the détenus. 
Tmiust say at once that Ido not know of any such cases myself; but one 
cannot easily disregard the version given by eminent and responsible Indian 
leaders about individual cases of Police oppression that have come under their 
notice. Ono such case of wilful neglect of the: health and comfort of a 
‘prisoner in any European country would be’ sufficient to create an agitation far 
more vigorous and probably far more impressive than any the Government 
has td deal with in this country. The people who are ignorant about the 
cireumstances that lead to these arrest’ and who are kept in the dark about 
the conditions surrounding the life of these’ men naturally accept the state-* 
ments of their leaders arid feel compelled to bring them before the Government 
and urge on them the necessity of adopting some measure of reform in this 
respect. But there are difficulties in shis way of the pursuit of the object 
‘which my Hon'ble friend has in view. In the first place any committee formed 
in Calcutta cannot conscieutiously give any. judgment about any of ‘the 
« matters enumerated in the list without the members themselves investiga — 
ting on the spot the condition of the place of detention and the ¢ircushstances — 
of the family. “If they are not in a position to do that then they also may make 
such errors of judgment or unwittingly commit an act of injustice equal in 
vity to any committed by the Police. ‘The mere co-option of residents of 
ifferent districts will not improve matters, as these also will have to labour 
under the same disadvantages. If the Hon'ble Member can suggest any 
way of avoiding these difficulties I may be inclined to support his resolution ; 
but as it stands it has these obvious.defects. 

















ie 
‘The Hon'ble Banu Buawerpra Cuanpra Ray said — 
ul 


Gog nahh y Lord, when at the last meeting of the Council the ‘consideration, of 
4 wie lution was postponed, it. was with a view to enabling us to take stock 
ee the situation created by Your Lordship’s announcement of a Committee to, 
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which the whole matter of intornment would be submitted for ‘investigation 
and decision’, ‘The constitution and terms of reference of this Committee 

“have sinee been published. And it cannot have escaped your Lordship that 
the announcement in this behalf has failed to evoke any great interest among. 
the public. So far as the personnel of the Committee goes, it may be un- 
exceptionable in one way, but it certainly admits of improvement. The main 
purpose for which the aid of the Committee seems to have been invoked is the 
determination of the lines on which some permanent criminal legislation may 
be undertaken, if necessary, to meet the situation. This appears to have led 
some people to believe that there is no want of resolution on the part of the 
authorities as regards such an extraordinary legislation, and that it is 
expected that the newly appointed Committee will perhaps lend the weight of 
its high authority to any legislative proposal which Government may have up 
their sleeves. This may be a mere phantasy, but, My Lord, there ft is in the 
popular mind. And I think it my duty: todraw Your Lordship's attention to 
this matter, and I hope that something will be done to reassure the people as 
regards the intentions of Government. 

To avoid misconception, I shall at once say that ‘T admit the necessity 
for arming the executive with some emergency powers in a crisis like the one 
through which the Empire is now passing. But what we insist on, and what 
the present resolution asks for, is that we the non-official community are to 
be associated with the executive in the administration of these extraordinary 
powors. The very fact that the present demand was not put forward before 

_ now is ample proof that we were never in a mood to lightly interfere with 
the authority of the executive ;.and that circumstances must have happened 
which donot permit. us to acquiesce in the present system of administration of 
the Defence of India Act any longer. A somewhat similar demand was 
embodied in a resolution which was very ably moved in the Imperial Legisla- 
tive Council by Mr. Dadabhoy in February last. Sir Reginald Craddock who 
replied on behalf of Government pointed out that even in England the order 
of internment is issued by the Secretary of State before reference is made 
at all to the Advisory Committee constituted under the Defence of the Realm 
Act, and that no such reference is made except when \any individual 
interned has made a representation. _My Lord, I must admit that the functions 
of the Committee which we now suggest will be of a more enlarged nature 
than those discharged by the Advisory Committee in England. It must be 
remembered that the operation of the Defence of the Realm Act affects only 
aliens and persons of alien associations, whereas the Defence of India Act is 
admittedly being made use of for dealing with the children of the soil. 
Moreover, the. British police, on whose report action is taken in England, 
command greater confidence of the public than the Police here. Then again, 
if the truth must be told, the Home Secretary in England, being one of the 
parle, enjoys greater confidence than our executive here, which is less pervious 
to the influence of public opinion. Our experience of the manner in which this 
War measure-has been made use of, tells us that the Criminal Investigation 

tinent in its capacity as the custodian of official conscience has had every- 
thing in its own way. And we would be failing in our duty if we were to 

-maintain an attitude of indifference any longer. : 5 


The effect of the indiscriminate and reckless use of these extraordi- 
nary powers in Bengal -was feolingly described by Mr. Bhupendra Nath 
Basu fromr his seat in the Imperial+Legislative Council. And I cannot 
resist the ‘temptation of repeating his eloquent words in this connec- 

tion. ‘If I could’, said Mr. Basu, ‘if I had the power and ability. of 
placing before the members of this Gouncil the: scenes of dosolation and 
- sadness that pervade in tho conntry homes of Bengal ; if I could place 
before you the agony, the despair of sorrowful and. bereft familics ; if 
could place before you the discontent, spreading from homo. to home, 
| hamlet to hamlet, from village, to. village, from city to city in Bengal ; 












THE CALOUNTA GAZRITE, JANUARY 9% 1018. 
Resolutions. : hen 
Bubu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. Beli 


Jd place before you what the future impression will be if thi like 
meagre ‘allowed to ph on from day to day ; then I am sure we should find 
‘a ready response in support of the resolution so ably moved ', My. Lord, 
the Hon'ble Mr. Cumming would perhaps. characterise it as oriental hyper- | 
bole’; but this picture represents only too faithfully the state of things about 
a year , and the situation has certainly been aggravated now. Sir 
Reginald Craddock, with almost a chuckle of complacency, admitted the 
accuracy of the picture drawn. He said : ‘I feel myself, Sir, and I think 
probably many of the Council will feel also that the harrowing scenes such 
as these, the truth of which I do not dispute, make it all the more imperative 
and necessary that all of us should do our best to check the young men of 
this kind being misguided and led astray’. ‘The determined. heartless policy. 
which this cold-blooded attitude of Sir Reginald Craddock’s | typifies, has 
since levied its toll of tragedy in the shape of suicide, insanity and carly 
death among déenus in Bengal. My Lord, picture to yourself a bright 
young man of good lineage, searcely out of his» teens, with a brilliant 
career before him—the delight and promise of his parents, and the future: 
hope of his country—a loving friend and comrade—a ‘spotless charagter, 
noble and sweet—the very pattern of youth. But, perchance there lurks the 
faintest trace of suspicion against him in a pair of police brows, and his 
liberties aro restrained without much time being wasted in useless enquiries» 
The grounds of suspicion, even according to the Code of the Criminal Investi~ 
gation Department, are not apparently very serious, for we. find him * domi- 
ciled’ with his parents—a raro indulgence, thogh it is enough to cut short 
his studies in which he has so long excelled. Some. little time clapses, and 
it pleases the authorities to remove all restraints imposed on him, for quite 
as mysterious reasons as led to his internment, The absolute innocence of 
the boy was perhaps no longer a matter of doubt to any one. He is set free, 
but only in theory. For we find the relentless emissaries of the Criminal Investi- 
gation Department dogging his steps with unabated zeal, taunting him at 
every turn, warning him off the company of his friends, subjecting him in 
short to all the indignities of the worst felon. Another convincing proof Of 
his restored freedom comes in the shape of an order probibiting him from, 
joining a college. Wedo not know, perhaps will never know, who really was 
responsible for this insensate order. Whether it were the local educational 
authorities, or some higher executive officials, who were guilty of this 
monumental indiscretion, we do not care. They will have to acvount’ for it 
before their God. But the result is that an unutterable sense of helplessness, 
degradation and despair comes upon the youth. The alluring prospects of 
an honourable and useful career are blotted out, leaving the horizon a perfect 
blank. Life loses all its attractions for him, and he seeks repose in death. 

My Lord, who after all iy responsible for the suicide of Sachindra? Is it 
noi the soulless system of indiscriminate internment and espionage? ‘This, 
unfortunate young man employed his last moments in this world in framing 
as severe. an indictment against the present administration as ever was. 
framed by martyred humanity. Does your Lordship care to know how thi» 
case of suicide has stirred the inmost heart of Bengal? ‘A throbbing’ of life - 
_ will be felt in the country at my death ’, thus predicted Sachindra—and how. 
' truly predicted it! ‘I shall thank God if my death be of any help to any 

one similarly circumstanced with me ’—thus wrote he almost. with the last 
. drop oy his blood. Will the last appeal of this yonng man fall on unheeding 
years * beet 

My Lord, as'I speak, there rises before my mind the vision of a score of 

my countrymen who have abstained from food for somé days past as a protest 
against their detention and the treatment accorded to them, The condition of — 
some of them is grave, but I am relieved to learn to-day that at least one ¢ 
them has taken food and his life has been saved.” ‘Phe ‘be quite wrong 
in the step ‘they have taken, but. Your Tordehig ‘ehiond take note of 
seriousness of the situation which this indicates. 


¢ Boa 
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. ‘There are people whose, blind wisdom leads them to deny the starii 
existence of things‘which they dislike to own. It pleased the Hon’ble Sip 
Henry Wheeler to have a fling at the non-official’ members of this Counc.] who 

_ interpellate Government about ‘the working gf the. Defence of India Act. 
He made the statement that ‘the answers ‘that they have given should 
have dispelled any uneasiness which might be created by the questions 
themselves’. If Sir Henry meant to be hamourous, I think he could not 
have chosen a more improper occasion. If Your Lordship believes me, the 
questions, far from causing any uneasiness themselves, represent very imper- 
fectly the state of unrest and alarm that exists in the land on account of the 
administration of the Defence of India Act and of tho alleged unfair treatment 
of déienus. If I were permitted to retort to Sir Henry Wheeler, I would say 
that it is the’ answers that are given which increase-the uneasiness among 
the people. The questions offer opportunities to Government to explain 
things; and if the answers are vague and given most grudgingly and in‘a 
fencing manner, they cannot satisfy- the people, When: for instance, any 
request is made for certain papers or some other information, in connexion with 
the suicide of any détenu, and Government give a flat refusal, it does not 
certainly tend to dispel the uneasiness that exists independently of the 
questions, Fortunately for the official benches, the Indian Evidence Act has 
ro application to our proceedings here. Otherwise, in these circumstances 
one might presume that when a person refuses to answer a question, or to 
produce any evidence called for, the answer or evidence if given would be) 
unfavourable to him. 


My«Lord, if you are anxious to remove misconceptions from the mind 
of the people, you must make a radical change of the system now in vogue, ~ 
Your Lordship was pleased to state at the last meeting of the Council that in 
future eases the papers would be placed before two judges for their opinion, 
Why not let us havo a duly-constituted Committee that. will inspire greater 
confidence: of the *people, to deal with all present and future cases. as 
Suggested in the resolution now before us ? 


The Hon'ble Banu Surenpra Nai Ray said -— 


“T should like to saya few words with reference to clause 1 of the 
Resolution, viz., the clause as regards the detention of détenua: 


Two or three letters were shown to mo by the fathers of two of she 
détenus confined in cells. In the letters the boys complained of their lives 
in solitary cells and if I remember aright they said that their mind might 
be unhinged any moment that life had become unbearable, Some of the 

+ détenus have been kept confined in cells for months and months, What is 
the ordinary law on the subject of solitary confinement as laid down in 

* the Indian Penal Code and’ which is only applicable to the most hardened 
criminals in the land. Under section 73 of the Indian Penal Code a man can 
in ‘no case be kept in solitary confinement for,more than three months and 
section 74 of the Penal Code limits. the period of solitary confinement. The. 
section lays down :— 


‘In executing a sentence of solitary confinement, such confinement 
» shall.in no case exceed 14 days at a time, with intervals between the periods 
, Sy iterate confinement of noi less duration than sugh periods, and when 
_ the imprisonment awarded shall exceed three months’ solitary confinement 
all not exceed seven days in any one month of the. whole imprisonment 
rarded, with intervals between the periods of solitary confinement of not 
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less duration than such periods’. So. that in no case a criminal, whatever — 
hig punishment may be can be, kept in solitary confinement for more than’ 
-three months and never more than 14 days at a time with intervals of at 
least 14 days. - It is, therefore, not. surprising that some of the détenus have 

» become mad or have committed suicide. s 


I think that steps should be*taken by Government that the political 
prisoners, whatever their offences, may at least be treated in the same way 
as the worst criminals of the land are troated under the Indian Penal Code. 
T do not ask for a better treatment or for a better place of detention than 


that of ordinary criminals. 
- j 


“ . 
‘The Hon'ble Rar Depenver Cuunpgr GHose Banapur said s— 


“My Lord, I should like to say that the internments have had a very. 
wholesome effect on the country. We are yafe as regards our lives and pro- 
ty as a result of the internment policy, and I, therefore, congratulate Your 
edetic's Government, and especially the Government which preceded Your 
Lordship’s arrival in this country for the steps taken to intern a Targe 
- number of suspected persons ; at the same time I must. own that the 
fooling in the country 1s that a large number amongst these interned persons 
are innocent ; that feeling is growing, and a growing feeling like this lead’ 
to discontent, and it is not desirable nor right, that a wise Government should 
allow such discontent to grow. Lf the mover of this resolution has Bis sep that 
an Advisory Committee should be appointed on the lines as prevail in England 
L do not quite see the precise objection to this suggestion being adopted. 
‘Prue, there is here in such cases a machinery for coming to a conclugion as to 
whether some particular person who has been arrested is guilty or not, and 
whether he should be interned or not, but there is a great difference between: 
the opinion of an exequtive officer whe performs this function at present 
the opinion of a person who has been trained in judicial habits of thought, 
‘and the longer, My Lord, we delay in forming an Advisory Committee, 
the longer this discontent will co I am not following exactly my friend 
the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur in the personnel of the Com= 
mittee ; it is not exactly necessary that a practising barrister or a resi~ 
dent of tho place whence the interned person comes, should form members 
of the Committeo. There might be sooo advantage in that ; Iam not saying 
that unless you do so the country will remain discontented. If two expori- 
enced judicial officers with habits of thought which would commend them- 
selves to the people at large are appointed, it does not matter if no practising | 
barrister does not find a place on the Committee. At the present moment, 
>. besides the confessions to which reference has been made by Yonr Lordship 
on the last occasion, the majority of the persons, who have been interned, have. 
been so placed on the basis of Police papers, and the ‘opinion which the 
gentleman who has been detailed to do the business of examinin these 
records, forms of the guilt or otherwise of the persons. arrested, Nantes 
believe that the Police of the present day is far superior and far better in- 
their methods, and their hands are more pure than what used to be- 
country years ago, but we cannot forget that their condyct does not come 
up to the mark which Police officers have maintained in England and whatever: 
reliance you can place upon the Police in England, you cannot place that 
amount of reliance upon the Police in this country. Most people here 
_» aware of the fact that some years ago Sir Andrew Fraser was trave i 
the district of Midnapore in a carriage, and below hig carriage some be 
se and the Lieutanant-Governor narrowly escaped with ‘his 
_ © Police were on the spot almost immediately and arrested some coolies 
© onthe line as culprits. True to their instiriets they secured the 
“confessions from theso coolios, and these persons were pr # 
Magistrate, and then there was a committial to the Sessions, 
pia Sr x eccra ate ! 
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Court convicted them; there was an appeal pteferred by these coolies before j 


the highest Court of the land and the highest Court of the land comprising 
two of the best Judges confirmed the conviction. Just ayear after that, there 
was the Maniktola bomb case in which certain people of education were arrested 
and they confessed that the placing of the bombs in the Midnapore district, to 
destroy the life of the Lieutenant-Governor, was done by them and not by the 
coolies, who had nothing to do with it, What did the Government do? The 
Government released the coolies ; and came to the conclusion that the whole 
Police case was concocted. The persons engaged in investigating that case 
were not constables or head-constables, but superior Police officers, and bere 
you have an instance as to how the Police work in this- country. I for myself 
would be very cautious in acting span Police papers. They are often useful, 
and they are necessary in order to know what has been done in the matter of 
investigation, but one has to be cautious, and the fact being so\and the fact 
that our countrymen who compose the Police force are not in their conduct 
such that you can say that they will always do what is just and proper and 
refuse to do what is not-so, I cannot give that certificate of perfect integrity 
to my countrymen the Police officers. Therefore I say that you have to see 
that innocent persons donot suffer, and you have to see that by keeping 
innocent people in durance, that you do not allow the volumo ef discontent to 
grow.” 


The Hon'ble Sim Henry Wueever said :—~ 


“Sir, when I received notice of the resolution which has just-béen moved 
by the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, I had some doubts as to its 
scope, and taking it in sequence to that which has fallen through owing to the 
absenoe of the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, I imagined that the Hon’ble 
Rai Bahadur was concerned principally with the methods of dealing with 
men once interned under the Defence of India Act, granting that restrictions 
under that Act were required. It is evident. however, from his speech that 
he has paid but cursory attention to that side of the question, and has dealt, 
mainly upon the larger issues. whether Government is justified in taking 
action at all against the persons whom it has restrained under this, Act, and 
upon the precautions which it should adopt and the. advice with which it 
should fortify itself before taking action, That being so, the resolution really 
falls into two'parts ; and I will endeavour to deal with the larger issue first, 
although, as I have said, 1 imagined when I'saw the resolution that it was 
mainly concerned with the second. ‘ 


. The proposal of the Hon’ble Rai Bahadur, as I understand it, is that in 
these matters, Government should. fortify itself with the advice of an 
Advisory Committee, and although this resolution is not so specific as that of 
the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, I gather that the Hon'ble Mover 


— 


would like to have a non-official majority on that Committee, while from the 


tenor of his speech. and the arguments that he has adduced, fT think I am 
right in saying that he dosires that the non-official element on that Com- 
mittée should prelominate. Well, Sir, before criticising that proposal. may 
T again repeat—and it is inevitable that T should, to some exteht, recapitulate 
some of the arguments of which this Council are already aware—that it has 
never been the, wish of Government to neglect any reasonably practical 
eans of testing the value of the evidence against persons to whom  rextric- 
tions under the Defence Act are applied, and it is absolutely ipaccutate to 
insinuate, as is not infrequently done in some quarter® that action is taken 
casually on the uncorroborated statements of what are usually called Police 
ies. The "s are, of course, examined by Police officers ; that is inevit- 
bat we have in thi province appointed a special executive officer for the 
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examination of papers quite independently of their serutiny by the members of 
Government ; and: this Council is also aware» that papers come before a 
judicial officer hefore ordets are finally passed on them. ‘These are in them- 
selves valuable checks against mistakes, but, as is known, His Bxvellency 
has already stated that we are prepared to go further ; we are referring the 
wholo matter of the coaspiracy in Bengal, under the terms of reference 
Mroady published, to a Committe upon which there will be judicial officers 
of the highest standing, and it almost makes one despair when we are told 
that a Committee of that composition may be expected recklessly. to endorse 
any scheme which, T think one Hon'ble Member said, Government may 
have ready up their sleeve. Apart from this Committee, we also contem- 
plate referring all future Cases of internment for the advice of a judicial 
committee of two Judges. and the adoption of that procedure is only awaiting 
the reply to correspondence which is pending with the Government. of India. 
There are the precautions which we have already adopted and are adopting 
in the hope of meeting the doubts which have been expressed with modera- 
tion and restraint by the Hon'ble. Rai Debender Chunder Ghosh Bahadur 
(the fairness of whose apecch I quite recognise), and which we: know: are 
felt by people who are eonoerned about the administration of this Act. In 
addition to thése precautions, the cases of those who have been restrained 
under the Act are constantly coming under the review of Government, and 
as Your Excellency mentioned at the previous meeting of Counéil, during 
the three months, August to October,.no, less than 65. persons have either 
been released on asaurances of good behaviour or have had the degree of 
restraint over them mitigated. In fact, since the first enforcement.of res- 
trictions under this Act, the total number of persons who have been released 
from orders originally passed is 132, I. would em hasise that process, 
which is a continuing one, and which largely depends on the conduct of 
these young men ,once they are placed under restriction, While. it, is a pre 
cess wo intend to pursue. But the proposal in the resolution is that we 
should go ‘further and should adopt a step in the. administration of the Act 
which would materially infringe upon the responsibility of Government. for 
its enforcement. That is a position which we cannot accept. It was not 
contemplated by the Act when it was passed in the Imperial Council, while » 
the Local Government, a8 such, are entrusted with the administration:of 
the Act ; and it is not'a function of which we can absolve ourselves, however 
distasteful the steps that we have to take may be to us. Apart fr the 
many serious difficulties that there may be in bringing before.a Committee 
of the kind which the Hon’ble Member contemplates, information and matters 
which have been given to us in confidence, there is another objection to the 
proposal, andythat is that at a time of stress and war like the prosent, when 
the internal peace and tranquillity of the country must be maintained, it 
must rest with Government to take action towards that end on its own 
responsibility in accordance with the law of which’ the ‘administration 
has been made oyer to it, Weare fully aware of the non-official criti- 
cisms that have been directed against the Act and of which we ‘have 
had expression to-night. .We have done our best, as I havo explained, 
to remove any grounds of suspicion for its misuse- which trouble the 
minds of soma Hon'ble Members, and we are anxious to carry public opinion 
with us in what we think right and necessary by giving the’ public as 
full 4 statement, of the case as is practicable, This was done on several 
occasions in Lord Carmichael’s time, and it has only recently been, done 
by Your Drpeleasy, With the approaching pepe ot the Committee — 
pene ovér by Mr.gJustice Rowlatt, it cannot be fairly said that we 
ve baulked enquiry ; Infact we have invited it, But in go far as by : 
appointment of that Committee the whole matter is, so to speak, sub ; ’ 
I would ask Hon’ble Members whether they would not be better 
to wait for the results.of the enquiry which is about to be undertaken, 
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raising points which cannot but create a certain amount.of prejudice around 
the whole subject. f ¢ 


So much for the first part of the resolution, and although the Hon'ble 
Member has not dealt with the second at equal length, it stands as part of 
his recommendations, and I must allude to it. 


His proposals under this head relate to the methods of restraint which 
are-enforced over these young men. May I tell the Council what'the pro- 
cedure is that we now adopt? The number of persons at present under 
restraint is 793, of whom 189 are in home domicile and 584 distributed in 
various places away fron their homes. Assuming that Government is satis~ 
fied that restrictive action is required, the first thing to do is to decide , 
where the détenu should be located. If this course is consideréd safe, the 
lenient stop is adopted of permitting him to remain in home domicile, that 
is, placing him under the supervision of his relatives. If that is not possibles 
he must be sent elsewhere. Lists of such possible places are in the posses- 
siou of Government, and from them the responsible officer selects 'a locality 
which, ‘having regard to the facts of the case, is most likely to be satis- 
factory in fulfilling one of the objects of the Act, namely, to keep the détenu 
away from the associations and surroundings which have led to his downfall. 
When he arrives at the place chosen he passes under the supervision of the 
District Magistrate and the Superintendent. of Police, and it is the duty of the 
former to see whether the pecuniary circumstances of the youth require -the 
grant of allowance. If after making enquiries into the facts he is satished 
that they are correct ho is authorised-to make a grant of an appropriate 
amount, and he merely reports the matter for confirmation by, Government. 


This explanation covers the first two heads touched upon in the resolu- 
tion, The third concerns educational facilities. In order to give Hon’ble 
Members some idea of the special pecuniary allowances that are mado, * 
T may state that at present some 535 détenus and 68 families are in receipt 
of allowances, while the total amount so disbursed amounts to about 
Rs. 18,000 monthly. As regards educational facilities, it is possible that in 
the case of a boy who isomiciled in his home some sort of home tuition 
might be permissible, but that is not possible in the case of foreign domivile if 
it is a question of permitting the boy to attend an educational institution. If ~ 
there is anything clearer than another in the literature of the revolutionary 
conspiracy, it is the importance attached by tle organisers of it.to the con- 
tamination of boys in schools. They have persistently directed their efforts 
towards that end, and their instructions by which they ho3é to attain that 
object are minuto. The fact that a boy is proceeded. agaist under this Act 
and is placed under restraint means that he has been contaminated, and in the 
interests of other innocent boys, who are happily in the majority and still 
attending schiool, it is not possible that a boy,of this kind, at any rate during 
the period of his restraint, should be allowed to mix with others. It is a 
misfortune for him no doubt ; but it is only a part of the penalty he is paying 
for his misguided action. - 


This explains briefly the practice relative to the locality of detention, allow- 
ances and education. At headquarters, we have a special officer deputed to 
do this work and nothing else, and the volume of the work involved can be 
judged by the fact that he is one of tho most hayl-worked officers in the 

retariat. 'hat.being the position, is the proposal of the resolution practi- 
it, there are two objections. My first objection is that 
dy mentioned in connection with the first part of the 
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resolution, namely, that the administration of the Act rests upon the. respon- 
sibility of Government, and it is one which we cannot consent to bbe delegat 

or impaired, ‘The constitution of the Committee advocated by the Hon'ble 
Member is somewhat curious, and the proposal to entrust executive funetions, 
toa judicial officer is searcely one which I should have anticipated as ema~ 
nating from its present source, while personally I cannot appreciate the 
particular qualifications of a member of the Calcutta Bar to deal with these 
essentially local questions, But, apart from these details it is the point 
of principle, namely, the impairing of the responsibility of Government, to 
which I mainly take exception. I recognise that the Committee will comprise 
officials as, well as non-officials, but from our point of view we have our accre~ 


dited officers in the District Magistrates and Superintendents of Police, who 
‘ave on the spot and best able to ascertain the facts, and [do not see why 
we should ignore their presence in these matters and place them, before other 
officials in order +that. the latter may ailvise on questions for which they have 
‘no particuiar qualification, which are matters of local knowledge, and which 
are not immediately their concern. $ 


My second objection is to the proposal that the Committee should deal 
with the details indicated. As those who have had experience of the work- 
ing of our Legislative Councils are aware, there are two methods which are 
not infrequently adopted of frustrating action to which exception is taken. 
‘The first, if a measure is disliked, is to oppose it in toto. Tf that is not 
successful, the second is to propose a system of practical working which 
will bring the whole machine to a standstill. The prosent proposal is of the 
second kind. This point has been already taken by the Hon'ble Mr. Aminur 
Rahman, who realises that a Committee ‘sitting in Caleutia will not be able 
to deal with questions affecting all paris of the province where these détenus 
are kept. If the Committee relies on the reports of local officers we are no 
botter off than in dealing with these reports direct. If they trust the co- 


opted local members, they merely constitute as arbiter an unknown resident’ 


of the district on whose dictum in these matters we cannot be expected to 
rely. Moreover, in practice, looking to. the mere volume of the work, it could 
not go through if it had to be referred to a Committee at every Stage. 
Circumstances may arise which necessitate a modification of the original 
orders. These.details may arise for decision at anv moment. Is it seriously 
proposed that the Committee should sit in perpetual session or is'it si sted: 
that. they should be convened on every occasion? ‘The officer of ern- 
ment whois at present entrusted with these particular functions is sitting 


daily at the Secretariat, and in no other: way could he discharge these 


functions. » 


Another point to whieh I desire to draw attention is. that those details 


of mothod do not merely concern the convenience of the person who has beep. 
dealt with under the Act. In order to decide where a man should be. placed. 
under restraint and what‘mount of restraint should be ‘exercised, the officer 
passing the orders requires to be, acquainted with what the charges against 


the man are, who his associates are, and in fact the whole relation of that. man 


to the revolutionary movement ; taking all these factors into consideration. he 
pegest orders for restriction. It would be impossible to lay all these facts 

fore a Committee without placing them in judgment upon the’ whole 
administration of the Act, which brings us back to the objections I have 


already taken to what I have described th ble 
ieee ena described ax the first part of the Hon’ ble 


proposal of this kind? It is made Grecaaey in the interests 


e Saas 


If those objections te at I have urged a pati ‘what do we 
" ti H een 
ae 





Baa 





Part IVA] THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, JANUARY 9, 1918. or, 


Sassen enSEaRRRERTnneriamnememememnnen ee 
Resolutions. 
' 
« Sir H. Wheeler. 


détenus, but the answers given to questions asked about them, taken as a 
whole; show that they are already treated with consideration. , Complaints 
there may be; it is inevitable that there should bo, but in that connection T 
may mention one point for the consideration of the Council. Supposing it is 
proved that our contention.is right: and that these boys who are being dealt 
with under the Act are members of a revolutionary conspiracy, is there any 
more obvious method’ for such a conspiracy to adopt than to promulgate 
constant complaints and-rumours as to the treatment and martyrdom of the 
men to whom the Act has been applied? It is an obvious thing for any member 
of the conspiracy to do, and a curious instance of it came into our hands only 
the other day in the shapo of a letter addressed ta relation of one of these 
boys. If I may read to the Couneil an extract from this, it will show 
clearly what I mean. It was written to the relation of a détenu to whom I 
will refer as A, and runs :— 


‘Those of the détenus who do not plead their cause through the medium 
of newspapers do not get any concessions from Government and have no 
chance of Being interned at home. “A” shouid, therefore, send in a pétition 
every week. All these petitions are to be sent to the Superintendent of 
Police. If these petitions produce no good result the Additional Secretary, 
Government of Bengal, and the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Intelli- 
gence Branch, are to be petitioned simultaneously in the same words. # 
* . * “A” should send in a petition to the 
Superintendent of Police, saying that he had never been away from home and 
is, therefore, not accustomed to’ live in foreign climate ; that he generally 
falls il in that place ; that he is getting worse day by day, which may lead to 
some serious illness endangering his'life ; that for these reasons it would be 
better if he is allowed home domicile; that as his father is a poor man the 
allowance should continue even in home domieile, though it may be a little 
curtailed ;*that in giving home domicile Government will koep him in good, 
health and will not have to spénd quite as much for his maintenance and will 
afford him facilities for nursing his sickly mother and brother: I have 
written all these to“ A” in a clever way, and have asked him to keep you 
informed whenever he submits any petition regarding his illness, wants or 
complaints.’ 


I refer to this letter in order to show the possibility, the obvious 
possibility, of utilising the spread of rumours as one of the methods of 
defeating tho administration of the Act. India is known as _a country where 
rumours circulate and circulate widely, and I: would ask Hon'ble Members 
not to accept as gospel truth everything which they hear in this connection. 
With reference to the remarks of the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Roy 
who, at a previoas meoting, said ‘if I were to believe all the reports that are 
ponspred. to us, I could unfold here a harrowing tale of misery and suffering,’ 
T would ask the Hon'ble Member: if he ‘is in possession. of these harrowing 
tales and reports to take’them to the accredited officers of Government to 
whom other people find no hesitation in going, and I can assure him that an 
enquiry will be made into them. My information is that the Hon'ble Member 
has neither been to Mr. Cumming nor to Mr. Stephenson and placed them in 
Possession of these harrowing tales with which he seeks to make the flesh of 

Council creep. If he will do so, our officers. will enguire into his allega- 
tions just as they. have enquired into matters which have been brought to 
their notice by questions and in the papers. 

2 


‘Some Hon'ble Members have madé general comments on the policy of the 
Act, more particularly with reference té men who are detained under Regula- 
ion IT of 1818, which do not come strictly within the terms of the resolution, 


’ 
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d i have purposely confined myself to the proposals of the resolution, but 
$ Tovcnid sub ben thet, for the reasons I have given, they should prove unaccept- 
able to the Bouneil.” 


‘The Hon'ble Rar Rapa Onaran Pat Banapur said -— 


“My Lord, I have listened with great attention to the speech which ‘has 

been aaivered by the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler. In the first place, if 1 
have followed him aright, he has contended that from the very beginning 
there was opposition to the passing of this Act and then proposals are made 
to hamper the practical working of the Act. I do not understand whether 
he thereby means in ail seriousness that Iam the person who has beon from 

» the very begitining hampering the Government in the administration of the 
Act. If by simply sending in this resolution Ihave done that, then I must 
respectfully repudiate that charge. Sir, if sitting quiet, dumb in tais Council 
and listening only to the explanations vouchsafed from the Government side, 
without making any suggestions, honestly offering assistance to Government 
by making these suggestions—if these attempts are interpreted as hampering 
the Government then I must say, Sir, that we must bid good-bye to all our 
aspirations for the association of my countrymen with the Government in the 
administration of the country. Sir, in my observations both to-day and at 
the budget debate, I have acknowledged that we have derived benefit by 
the internment of a number of persons, but, Sir, if we were to stop there, 
and if we did not tell Your Excellency that thero is a deep and widespread 
feeling in this country, we. should be failing in our duty. I know that 
Government are not trying to. ignore that feeling, but I do know that there 
is a deep and widespread feeling that these cases are not properly investigat- 
ed and are decided on the reports and ex-parte statements of Police officers, 
T do not agree with all that is said by a very large number of people. I, do 
not agree with those who say that all the people that have been interned are 
§nnocent, and I do noi agree. in spite of the high authority of Sir Henry 
Wheeler, that all the people that are interned are guilty. In order to reassure 
the public mind on the subject, and in order to strengthen the hands of 
Governmént some sober and moderate members of our community have sub- 
mitted this motion for your consideration. I donot understand what is the 
practical difficulty and how the accoptance of this resolution will hamper the 
administration of the law. Sir Henry Wheeler has pointed out—if I have 
followed him aright—that I wanted a non-official majority on this Committee. 
Thave never said that I wanted a non-official majority or minority, all I have* 
suggested is that a practising lawyer who is capable of attesting evidence, 
‘should be associated with it. He may be an official’ or a non-official ; he may 
bethe Advocate-General or the Standing Counsel, or he may be an independent 
practitioner. Have you not nominated Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. a member 
of the Committee, to: be associated with Justice Rowlatt to inquire and 
investigate into the existence of a widespread conspiracy in this country ? 
Is he not a practising lawyer ? Does not the responsibility rest upon 
Government to show whether there is widespread conspiracy or not and to 
devise measures to combat it. Why have you then appointed the Committee 
to advise the Government in this matter ? So, I think, My Lord, my resolu- 
tion is a perfectly genuine one, intended honestly to help and strengthen the 
hands of Government. At the last budget debate I said there is no difference 
between the Government and the people exeept as to the method in which 
this Act is being administered. My countrymen are exactly of the same 
opinion and if it is stated that a single officer of Government or even two 
qncaes to whom the cate will be referred, will give satisfaction, I must say, My 
, that that will not be the case, because in this matter you must trust to a 
cerjain extent, my countrymen, and if you take a responsible member of my 
community to be associated with the two judges upon whom the Government 
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Then, My Lord, as regards the co-opted member 
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reassure.the public mind, 
I will give one instance’ 


‘as an illustration.) The Oriminal Investigation Department makes a report 
on.a certain case of a bhadralok ; he comes and inquires of somebody in the 
* locality as to what the character of this young man is, and he reports on that 


statement, 


If that person makes .a statement 
interests of the young man because he lins got some 


which is adverse to the 
grudge against him, the 


report goes giadually step by step to.the officer who disposes of these cases. 


£ you appoint a co-opted member, 
kesh Laha, who lives close to my | 


case or cases in that. locality, 

better position to know whether t 
derived is actually 
will be any difficult: 


Sir Henry 
maintenance of 
have never com; 
J state is that 


for instance the Hon'ble Raja Hrishi- 


peech has clearl, 


locality, in connection witha particular 
then I believe the Government will be in a 
hat person from whom the information was 
aman upon whose werd you can rely, T do not think there 
'y in choosing co-opted members, 


Wheeler stated that a large sum of money is spent for the 
the families of détenus and on the détenus themselves. I 
plained that the Government are neglecting them, but what 
whatever allowance is made by Government is made on the 
recommendation of certain officers who may not be so well 
resident of the locality would be. 

power to an Advisory Committ: 
Government. 
yourselves appointed a G. 
Excellency in that last s 
conspiracy in this country, and 

responsibility and appoini a Com: 
it is too late I would only say if 
or other there will be great disaj 
our motives and our actions will 


informed asa 


It has been stated that transference of this 
ee will infringe upon the responsibility of 
That argument, however, does not hold good, because you have 
lommittee to investigate into this very matter. Your 
ly stated that there is a widespread 
if you are convinced of it, why shirk the 
mittee to advise upon the same matter. As 
this resolution be not accepted in some form 
ppointment in this country and I hope that 
not be misinterpreted. ” 


A division was then taken with tho following result :— 


Ayes—I6, 


The Hon'ble Dr, Nilratan Sarkar. 





Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, 
KLE, 10M, Maharajadl 
Bahadur of Burdwan, 

Kumar Shib Shekhareshwar Ray. 

Babu Brojendra Kishore Ray Chaut 
dhuri. 





‘Mr. Arun Chandra Singho 


Rai Debender Chunder Ghove Bahas 
lur, 


“Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 
Maulvi Abul Kasem, 

Maulvi A. K, Farl-ul-Hag, 
han Sahib Aman Ali, 

Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray, 
Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur, 


Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Baha- 
lur. 


, Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 
Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudburi, 
Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 





Noes—20. 


‘The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, x.c.1.8,, 0.811 


Sir Satyendra Prasanna Sinha, Kt. 
Mr. J.G. Cumming, oat, 1.1. 


Surgeon Goneral W. R,  Edwakds, 
CB, CMG, 


Mr, C. J. Stevenson-Moore, .¥.0, 
9 JH Rerr, 68.1, 0. 





» L. 8.8. O'Malley, 
» FLA. A. Cowley. 
+ C,H. Bompas. 
1 W.C. Wordsworth, 
1» Oo. Payne, 
» E.B.H, Panton, 
Rai Priya Nath Mukhorji Bahadur, 1.8.0, 
Mr. J. Mackenzie. 
Mr, W. H. H. Arden-Wood, c.1.8, 
Rajé Hrishikewh Laha, oe, 
Mr. F. W. Carter, oa, 
Sir A. Birkmyre, Kr, 
Mr. BR. Martin, 


The following member abstained from voting :— 
hi The Hon'ble Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. ) 


oe 
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The following members were absent :— 
‘The Hon'ble Mr. T. C, P. Gibbons. 


” »  thtisham-ul-Mulk Rais-ud-Daula Amir-ul-Omrah Nawab 
Sir Asif Qudr Saiyid Wasif ‘Ali Mirza, Khan Bahadur,” 
Mahabatjang, K.C.8-1., K.C.V.0., Nawab Bahadur of Mur- 

shidabad. 


Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjoo, K.c.1-8. 

Mr. Aminur Rahaman. 

ee ca » BR. Glen. 

Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, ¢.1.8. : 
» ow ME. B. Eden. : eS 
H.R. A. Irwin. 

i 5 Dr. Abdulla-al-Maman Suhrawardy, 

” a Mr. M. Ashraf/Ali, Khan Chandburi. 

‘ « Altab Ali. 

~~ Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

” ” »  Mahondra Nath Ray, ¢.1.8, 

yon Mr Ke B. Dutt. 


The ayes being 16 and the noes 20, the motion was lost. 


Adjournment. : 


The Council then adjourned to the next day, the 19th December 1917, 
at ILa.m. 


A. M. HUTCHISON, 


+ a Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal and 
Secy. to the Bengal Legislative Cowncit (offg.). 

Cavcurta, . 

The 5th January, 1918 
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Matra of the ‘Praaeaitag of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915. 


‘Tue Council niet in the: Council Chamber at ibeatnsient House, 
Caleutta, on Wednesday, the 19th December, 1917, at 11 a.m. 


Present : 


His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Lawrence Joun Lumiey: Donpas, 
Kant or Rowarpsuay, a. ., Governor of the Presidency of 
Fort William in Bengal, presiding. 





The Hon'ble is Henry Waeever, K.C.1.£., 0.8.1. 

The Hon’ble Sir Saryenpra Prasanna Srna, Kr. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. G: Cumatina, ¢.8.1., C18. 

The Hon'ble Suraron-GexeraL W, R. EpwArvs, ¢.8., ¢.M.@. 
The Hon'ble Mr. C. J. Srevenson-Moorr, c.v.0. 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. H. Kerr, c.8.1., 0.1.8. 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. Donanp. 4 

The Hon'ble Mr. L. 8. 8. O’Matiey. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. A. Cowney. 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. C.. Worpsworrn. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. F. Paynes 

The Hon'ble Mr. E, B. “Hf. Pawroy. 

The Hon'ble Rai PrrvA Naru Mukuarsi Bauanur, 1.8.0. 
The Hon'ble Dr. Nirratan Sarkar, 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. Mackkware. 
‘The Hon'ble Mr. W. H. H. Anpéx-Woop, c.1.8. 
* The Hon'ble Mr. Provasn Cnuxven Mirren. 





. The Hon’ ble Sir Buay ates MAnran, 'K.C.8.1., K.C4,B., 1.0.M., Mana- 
RAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR OF BURDWAN, ‘ 


1 The Hon'ble Kumar Sam Guimaageevan, Ray. 2 


Ske Hottie Bano: Bromenona Kistor Ray Caaupmurr. 


Fi Lag iabepdiees 


i he Hon'ble pe “Dawa PRASAD “SAftmADHIKART, C.1.8. 
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Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 
The Hon’ble, Rar Depenpes CHuNDER Guosr Banner - 
The Hon’ble Rar Rapa Caran Pat Barapur. 
The Hon'ble Mr. F, W. Carrer, CLE ; 
The Hon’ble Sm A. Burxwrre, Kr. 
ithe Hon'ble Mr. E. B. Evens 
The Hon’ble Mr. E. A. Marrin, ” 
The Hon'ble Mauivi Anct Kasem. 
The Hon'ble Kuan Sani Aman Aut. 
Phe Hon’ble Mr. Avrar Aut. 
The Hon'ble Rai Sxi Narn Ray Banapur. 
The Hon'ble Rat Manenpra CaaNpra Mirra ARMA: 
The Hon'ble Ban Surenpra Natu, Ray, 
The Hon'ble Basu Manenpra Natu Ray, ¢.1.8. 
The Hon'ble Basu Kistort Monan Cxaupaurt. 


The Hon'ble Basu Amprka Caaran Mazumpar. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 10. 


The Hon’ble Banu Ambika Caran Mazumpar moved the following 
resolution :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 


(1) the Bengal Government Municipal Department circulars No: 11M., 
dated the 24th February, 1916, and No. 2445M., dated the 25th 
September, 1916, which give an interpretation of the law that 
imposes restrictions on Municipal electorates, be either with- 
drawn or modified so as to remove such restrictions ; and a 
‘(2) if this is not possible, seetion 15 of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884, 
‘ be amended so as to remove the restrictions in question and 
that the operation of the circulars referred to, be suspended 
4 pending such amendment. ‘ I 

He said :— ve sant - 
“My Lord, at a meeting of this Council held on, the. 5th Mareli, 1917, 1 
moved. a resolution for the exteision of the municipal corporations in this 
‘Presidency. 1 then pointed out, that we had made very little progress in. this 
direction as compared with other provinces. The slight increase in the’ number 
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Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 

of municipalities in Bengal was mainly due to thé splitting up of certain 
riparian municipalities near about Caleutta. It was also pointed out that out 
of a total of 52 subdivisional towns within this Presidency no loss than 21 
subdivisional towns are without any municipality and therefore without any 
adequate provision either for the conservancy or for the sanitation of those 
places. The recent policy of the Government has been not to increase the 
number of municipalities, but gradually to absorb the: subdivisional towns 
inside rural areas by ineorporating them with Union Committees. My Lord, 
that resolution was lost. To-day I etand to draw attention to another phase 
of that retrograde policy which: aims at greatly emasculating and curtailing 
the municipal electorates by narrow interpretations of the law a8 existing at 
present. My Lord, there are two kinds of taxes in force in ithe Bengal, 
Municipalities. One is the tax or rate on holding which is the. proper 
municipal taxation, and the other is a tax on persons levied according 
to the means and circumstances of persons occupying holdings, and this is 
the prevailing tax in most of the municipalities in the interior of the 
country. Tt is practically a form of income-tax. In 1884, when the 
Municipal Act was taken up’ for consideration, there was an agitation 
as to the qualification of voters. Tho property qualification was reduced 
to a minimum taxation of Rs. That did not satisfy the. public, who 
urges for an additional qualification irrespective of property qualification, 
and section 14 which deals with the qualification of votors had added to it « 
sub-section, viz., sub-section (3), which gave this privilege to the educated 
community and in this sub-section it was laid down that graduates, under- 
graduates and licentiates of the University, liconsed pleaders, mukhtars and 
revenue agents should also be entitled to vote although they may not pay any 
tax for the holdings in which they reside. The tax may be paid by somebody 
else, and if they reside there and occupy a portion of their holdings they 
would be entitled to vote by virtue of their educational qualifications. Now, 
the first gircular which wanted to cut down. this important privilege bt 
the dusted: community was Circular No. 11 A., dated the 24th February, 
1916. That circular says that Government has come to krow that 
certain students have given votes at certain elections and therefore they 
think it right that certain interpretation should be given to section 15(3), 
and it was held that students én statw pupilaris would not be entitled to” 
vote. That in the first instance would mean that if a person has got two sons 
and has also got a holding withina municipal:town and if one son is a B. A. 
who has left off his study, and the other son having passed the B.A. is 
prosecuting his. studies for the higher. M. A. degree—under the operation of 
this circular it would-oome to this that the son who has left. off his studies 
with an inferior degree would be entitled to vote, but the other being in the 
category of students rn statu pupitaré would be debarrad from voting. . Then 
the cireular goes on to state that the occupation in the holding referred to in 
section 15(3) should be confined to an exclusive occupation and occupation as 
of rights, “I-quite understand, my Lord, that mere possession of a Stranger 
ought not to be considered as occupation within the meaning of the Act ; but 
there is this difficulty :—I8 the \occupation of the son. of a father who pays 
taxes within the municipality not ‘to be considered as occupation under that 
circular? J contend that occupation there doos not mean either exclusive 
occupation of occupation as of right. Surely we are able to draw some 
distinction between the bare physical occupation of a stranger and that 
of a son or grandson living with his parents and possessing an inchoate right 
in the holdiag. ‘There may be also cases in which, alt ough the father is the 
_owner, the son’s occupation is also derived from some other right and it cannot 
be classed in the same category asthe occupation of a stranger. Then, 
My Lord, the circular goes on to say that where the student does noi pay for 
his room his occupation is no oceupation.. My Lord, we have learnt many 
things from the West-which we gratefully Cur but we have yet to 
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Joarn that in this country a son should ‘pay rent to his father for ‘the, room, 
he ocectipies, in the house. And what, does ‘exclusive occupation’ mean? 
How cam there be exclusive occupation in the strict sense of the term? 
‘A father has got two sons, one of whom is a mukhtar and the other a pleader. 
They,can have no exclusive right to. any particular rooms, they occupy. 
TKe father; as the rightful owner, may some/times allot some other rooms to 
them. So this interpretation based on a state of things which does .not exist 
jn this coantry at all is, T consider, most unfair, because in this country sons, 
grandgons, nephews and others live together -in the. same house.under the 
direction of the pater familias. Although they may have separate rooms 
allotted: to them, still it cannot be either exclusive possession or possession as 
of right. If the legislature of 1884 intended to give such a construction on 
the word ‘ oceupation’', then think there would have been. no sub-seetion (8) 
to séction 15. And I submit, My Lord, to the fair judgment of this Council to 
consider that if this circular were to be enforced, whether sub-section (3) 
of. section 15 would not be a nullity. Can it be suggested that under 
any, conceivable circumstances a son cannot live in the house without paying 
rent to his father or without having exclusive possession of a room? 
I particularly take exception to the cireular where it'refers to students. ‘The » 
exprosaion statu pupilaris does nob.oecur in the section and why should you 
interpolate it? It may be very.different in the case of’students living. in 
hostels or messes who do notlive for the whole term through and may: not, 
satify. all: the requirements. of section 15, but what L, object to is. that 
mates. and under-graduates and all those persons who have been given 
the privilege of voting under section 15(3) should have exelusive occupation 
and, pay something by way of rent in order to qualify themselves as voters. 
If the circalat stands, then that section would go. In the face of this 
circular that section cannot stand: That is my first objectidn, 
| he second circular goes a step further. 1 am referring to circular 
No. 2445, dated the 25th, September. That circular arose out) of a peculiar 
circumstance. In the municipality of Gomilla at: the last general el@ction two 
persons belonging to joint family appoared at the polling station and each 
wanted to vote for a different candidate. The. polling ofticer very properly 
refused to record the vote of either of them and roferred the matter to the 
Magistrate who cancelled the election. I think he, was) perfectly right. there. 
Then the case was referred to Government and-this circular was issued whieh 
goes. to extreme: os ges in construing section. 15 of the Municipal Act. Li 
lays. dostn broadly—I need not read it out as it isa lengthy one—thaty 
a‘ joint family has no right to vote. Ic is) said that as a joint, family 
is not a corporate body, strictly speaking, under «the Jaw, no’ member 
of it: would’ be entitled to vote, although they.pay a requisite taxation 
jointly. Tt is. also said that business: firms.or persons occupying a. joint 
holding unless registered under,the. Company's Act. have. 10 
existence and as such are not entitled to vote. ‘This is.no doubt a. plausible 
argument in favour of this contention, and I onght to draw.the closest attention 
of the Couneil to this: point. |The: word * person’ 16 not defined in the 
Municipal Act and we have to refer to the Bengal General Clanses Aet for a, 
definition of this. term. In section 3 of the Bengel General Clauses pet itis 
said that * person’ includes any Company, any Association, or any body of 
individuals, whether incorporated vor not. ‘The General Clausts Act 
passed in 1899 and the Bengal Municipal Act in 1884. In. section 5 of the 
General Glauses Act: there is a ision that. this definition of ‘person’ shall 
y to all enactments passed:sinve the passing of the Bonen thasenkee: 
otherwise the word * person’ would include only,a corporate body or associa, 
tion, But the Municipal Act being of 1884 the:General. Clauses Act. cannot. 
be invoked for the putpose of giving the wider definition joo gon. 
But here: ‘would ask the Council to consider one point. | Hier ie 
amended, it takes a Yak whatever may be the nature of the amendment; 
¢: 
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and although the name may be of the old Act, it is still cited as an Act 
amended by such and such Acts. My contention is that when an Act is 
amended:it ‘takes a new Jpase of life from the dato of the amendment, what- 
ever the extent of the modification may be. The Bengal Municipal Aev 
of 1884 was amended for the last time in 1900 for the purpose of meeting 
ertain cases of the Darjeeling Municipality, and if my view be correct, then 
the definition of ‘ person’ in clause 3 of the General Clauses Act ought also 
to apply tothe Bengal Municipal Act and if it is so applied in that case the 
circular is distinctly ultra vires, because section 8 says it would refer to any 
body or Association, whether incorporated or not. ‘Thus even though a joint 
family may ‘not be strictly called a corporate body. still it is the union of a 
number of individuals with certain manners and customs, and whether they 
are incorporated or not they should be allowed under the law to vote, Similarly 
in the case of business firms there is no valid reason why they should be 
debarrd from-voting. * 

Now. My Lord, I will ask your attention to the effect of these two 


circulars. I have receive several complaints from various quarters. Ihave ~ 


received a letter from the Ghairman of the Mymensingh Municipality, from 
the Secretary of the Naraingungé Mahajan Sabha, and. from various other 
persons complaining that if these two cgpulars operate municipal elections 
would become a farce. I will not content myself by simply giving my epinion 
but I will cite'a concréte case. I know of many such cases, but I think ona 
will suffice. Ina municipality consisting of 15,000 souls there are no more 
than 2,300 rate-payers, that is to say, 16.per cent. of the population pay any 
taxes. Out of these 2,300, only 918 o¢, in round numbers, 900 persons are 
voters. That would be 6 per cent. of the whole population. Therefore the 
situation is this: that out of a population.of 15,000 only 900 persons, that 
is, 6 por cont, of ‘the whole ponnlation) return the Commissioners, And 
if these two circalars are brought into operation, the number of voters in many 
‘of the municipalities would come below 5 por cent. of the whole population ' 
and in ‘sdine below 4 per cent. Now contemplate the result of such an 
election. Out of every 100 persons only 4 persons will return tho Commis- 
sioners! -I doubt -whether such an election would be worth the name. 
T hope and trast that those circulars will be either withdrawn or liberally 
construed, ~ : r 
There is another aspect of this question. Mufassal municipalities are 
efficient bodies who have been satisfactorily carrying on their work, particularly 
» sanitation and conservancy works. Most of the municipalities have provided 
themselves with pure drinking’ water for their constituents and they attend 
vegularly to the conservancy of the towns: They pay for primary education 
and do ‘other useful things; but apart. from these,. in congested areas the 
municipalities have proved most efficient and useful bodies for the purpose of 
preserving the health and convenience of the people. The election in such 
municipalities ought to be more representative and the electorates ought to be 
enlarged. I do not think it would be politic of the Government to cut down the 
electorates and curb and curtail them so as to reduce to its minimum, the 
utility of these institutions. and I hope and trast that the question ofthe two 
eireulars should not bo lightly treated. The first circular introduces words 
which are not in the section and no one. not even a judge, can introduce words 
into a section which that. section does not contain. ‘The word ‘ student’ is 
not there andiwhy should you introiuce it"into the section? Such is also the 
case in regard to occupaiton of holdings. ‘The word ‘person’ in the second 
eiveular’ abe ‘comes under section 3 and not section 5 of the General 
Act. The Bongal Municipal Act was last amegded in 1900 and-the 
General: Clausos Act was passed in 1899, and’ sheraforet think the definition 
in the latter Act to the case of the former. 
TD hope that this resolution will be accepted by the Government in the 
rit in which it is offered, | do not mean to embarrass the Government 


TRG ae ae Shae ae 





106 TH CALCUTTA GAZETTE, JANUARY 9, 





Resolutions. ; 
Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Buhadwr. : 


to tamper with its prestige. It isa pure question of honest interpretation 5 
iy isa eee prgposition. When we are asking for reforms there are those 
who are reminding us that we must first improve’ the local self-governing 
institutions, and when we come to the local self-governing institutions, they 
are improved with vengeance by being curbed and emasculated, 1 submit 
that these circulars have proceeded from a retrograde spirit and they ought 
to be at once removed. But if the Government find themselves hopelessly 
ina yosition not to be able to withdraw the circulars. after they have once 
pasged out of their hands, it that be the posivion, then I say, let section 15 
be amended. If Mahomet will not come to the mountain let the mountain go 
to Mahomet. If the circulars cannot be withdrawn, let the law be changed, 
which of course will be done in Council and not in, the quiet recesses 
of the Secretariat. At least let these circulars be suspended, because the 
general election of many municipalities will shortly come up, and if they are 
to be enforced now, it will cause great prejudice, to many of the municipal 
elect jons.”” s ) 4 


‘The Hon'ble Rar Manenpra CHANDRA Mirra Banapur said :— 


“My Lord, T beg to support the resolution which has been so ably moved 
by my loarned friend. | There are two questions which deserve the *consider- 
ation of the Council : firstly, as to the legality of the circulars, and, secondly, » 
as to the expediency of giving a full operation to them. “ Referring to the 

* legal view of the question it appears to me that the circulars have been 
conceived in a ‘very illiberal spirit. The Council will note that so far as 
the law is concerned the residential clause is a most important-one, but I 
cannot imagine how the sons who have a joint family, house can. be told 
thit they are not in possession.” Tho Couneil will kindly consider also 
that the possession of the father is also considered to be. the possession 
cof the sons. In ao joint family there are two or three. brothers and 
each brother has joint possession in the dwelling house, and can it be 
contended that one Brother has exclusive poss ion in it? Under the 
Dayabhaga law each brother .is considered as a co-sharer, and to my regret I 
learn that only one should represent the family as a voter because the joint 
fariily is nota corporate body. As the Chairman of a mufassal municipality, 
J have tried to explain to the brothers that, only one of them,should represent 
the family, but they could not and did not ‘understand why each of them 
should not vote. ‘There are difficulties in administering the law in that. way,’ 
and ‘it is very difficult to see how the law can be administered in the spirit 
in which the circulars have been issued. 

Thon, again, referring to the expedieney of having the circulars. in 
operation, I have to submit, to your Excellency that the educated portion of 
the community is excluded from voting. Why: do I say this? because a 
qualified voter is entitled to be elected .as a Commissioner. . Now if the 
educated portion of the community be excluded, naturally swe will find that 
there is weakness. in tho strength of: the Commissioners whore elected 
by the people, It is, therefore necessary that a favourable interpretation 
should be given to the circulars, ‘The election rules) were. enacted 
in 1896, and 1 will take this opportunity of bringing to Your Excellency’s 
notice that these rules ought to-be modified. They ate antiquated ‘rules, and 
at the end of every election wo find that Chairmen are made efendants in 
Civil Courts for giving wrong interpretation tothe rales... If you refer to 
any annotated edition of the Municipal: Act, you will find that the High Court 
hus to interpret; almost every rule, It argues therefore that the rules are 
defective, and it is hh time for Your Excellency's Government, to consider 
whother these rules, which were drafted in 1896, should still yperati 
to the fullest extent, dam aware of a. cireular whieh 
the Bengal Goyernment on the authority of the Advocat 
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that writs of injunction should not be issued -by Civil Courts withholding 
an election. Of course that circular was issued in 1897, and to my regret 
I snbmit that the Civil Courts -did not pay any heed tathe opinion of the 
Advocate-General, although it was a weighty one. There are various concrete 
cases which I can put before the Council showing the defective nature of the 
rules. These rules no doubt are enacted under the authority of section 15. 
To my mind section 15 ought to be modified along with the rules which 
are based upon the provisions of that section, » I have submitted 
my views to Your Excellency. because I feel the dificulty of inter- 
preting the old rules, which are in force now. Under altered circums- 
tances the rules demand fresh consideration. TI do not know- whether 
Tam justified in raising this point at a time when the area of discussion 
raised by my hon'ble friend is a limited one and thereby trespassing upon 
the time of.the Council, but I do submit and submit again for the considera- 
tion of the Council and of Your Excellency that attention should be given 
to the humble suggestién which Ihave made just now. My Lord, I must 
say one word more, namely, that the Bengal Municipal, Act ought to be 
amended in various ways. One who has read the law carefully will, perbaps, 
agree with me, that the Act itself *has already become an antiquated one, 
although it was passed only in 1884. Your Excellency’s Government haye 
taken the trouble of re-drafting the Calcutta Municipal Act and my humble 
submission before this Council is that this Act may also be re-drafted.” 


The Hon'ble Banu Surenpra Natu Ray said :— 


“My Lord, I support the resolution of my hon’blé friend Babu Ambika 
Oharan Mazumdar for the reasons giver by him. I have been the Chairman 
of an important municipality for 20 years, and I beg to submit that the inter- 
pretation now put) by the learned Kavnccte Genco: a high law officer of the 
Grown, has taken us all by surprise. That has not been ‘the accepted inter- 
pretation of these words for so long, that is, ever since the Act came into 
operation in 1884, Section 15 of the Act lays down that “any person who 
immediately preceding such election has paid im respect of the rates an 
aggregate amount of not less:than Rs. 3 would be entitled to vote.’ 

And then sub-section (itt) says :— 

‘being a graduate or licentiate of any University, or having passed 
the First Arts Examination of the Calcutta University or the 
corresponding standard of any other University, or holding a 
license, granted by any Government vernacular school, to 
practise medicing, or holding a. certificate authorising him to 
practise as a pleader or as a mukhtar or as a revenue-agent— 
occupies a holding, or part of a holding, in respect of which 
there has been paid, during the year aforesaid, in respect of 
any rates, an aggregate amount. of not less than three rupees, 

* shall be entitled to vote at the election of Commissioners of.such 
‘ Municipality. 

If the payment of Rs. 3 be the only condition to entitle.a parson to 
‘become a-voter, then the other clause of the section, namely, that which’ lays 
down certain educational qualifications to entitle.a person to become a voter, 
would be superfluous. That clause then has no meaning at all, because 
from the interpretation. put by the Advocate-General it seems that only 
persons who pay rates and taxes,to the exient of Rs. 8 are.entitled to:vote, 

Then as regards the other-cireular about the right of voting by persons 
belonging to joint families, | think there has beena good d-al of discussion 

| this question for a very long time. (Under the old rules of the Calcutta 

rporation, I believe, mambers.of a joint famty could nominate even 
an. outsider to vote for, them. [hear that the rule has subsequently been 
ehanged, and it is Mow only a member of the family whom the other: members 
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‘nate to vote on’ their behalf, Th mufasgal municipalities, so far as 
tan eae the Karta of a family used to vote. About eight years ago I had 
occasion to consult’ a District officer —I may name him, Mr. Bompas about 
this, and he advised us that if the members of a, joint family paid. Rs. 6 
‘as tates and taxes, and if there were two brothers in the family, both the 
brothors were entitled to vote, That practice has been followed for the last 
eight or ten years in my municipality. As regards the right of. graduates to 
vote, I think it is clear that mufassal municipalities are bound by the inter~ 
pretation pat by the law officer of the Crown and if the Government thinks 
that they cannot act against the circular, then it is necessary to amend the 
law on the subject. But I think it would not be necessary to amend the law ; 
the election rules might be amended instead. And as regards the right of 
voting by the members of a joint family, the question is not very clear, and 
in this connection, I think, it would not only be necessary to amend the 
election rules, but also the law°on the subject.” 


The Hon'ble Basu Kistort Mouan Caaupaurt said :—_ 


“My Lord, I need not do any more’ than give’ my whole-bearted support 
to the resolution, . Sub-section (3), to my. mind, was introduced 80 as to 
allow a large number of educated persons living in joint families to parti- 
cipate in the municipal elections. But the result of the circular will be to 
exclude these, persons. When the Act was passed, the legislature of the 
time did not intend that a very narrow view should be taken of it. If any 
difficulty has arisen, then the law may be amended. I believe it will be 
amended soon and then the matter may be fully discussed. It should be the 
aim that the electorates should be more enlightened. and more educated, 
Otherwise ‘the municipal administration would be a farce. In that view, 
T think, the circulars should be suspended, and if there be any difficulty the 
amendment of the section should be taken in hand.. With these. words, 
T support the resolution, and I hope it will be accepted by the Gouneil." 


The Hon'ble Banu Manenora Natu Ray said — i 


“My Lord, the question before the Council, I take it, is whether the two 
* circulars referred to in the resolutions lay down or give a wrong interpre- 
tation of section 15 of the Bengal Municipal Act. If they do, then the request 
that they should be withdrawn would be a perfectly fair one. If they do not, 
then the Government, as an executive authority, are powerless in the matter. 
‘There is a further question raised in the second part of the resolution, namely, 
that if the circulars give a correct interpretation of the law, the law might 
be amended. The learned speakers who have preceded me are all lawyers and 
some of them, I understand, are Chairmen of mufassal muhicipalities. The 
opinion they have expreasod to the effect that these circulars are based” 
upon a wrong interpretation of the law is certainly entitled to weight, 
and I am not going to discuss that question here. So far as ‘he “fret 
cireular is concerned—the circular of February, 1916—the ‘question as 
to whether the ‘interpretation of the law contained in that circular 
is correct or not depends upon the proper meaning of the words “ ocetpies 
holding’. Whether it was contemplated when séction 15 was’ enacted that this 
occupation need not be legal occupation, but includes physical occupation not 
based upon right, is perhaps a difficult question, and speaking for myself . 
T thought that the opinion of the Advocate-General was correct. But 
whether the legislature meant that at the time when section was 
enacted is a very different matter. With regard to the September lar, 
the question of the right, interpretation of the law depends upon’ the word — 
‘person’. The second fircular, to my mind, causes very little difficulty 
in working the rules. My hon'ble friend, Babu Surendra Nath “Ray, 
intimated that Mr. Bompas had told him some time ag® that show oul } 
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be no difficulty in working out the rules under ‘section 15 in tho’ case 
of joint families under the Bengal school so as to cause no hardship 
whatever. The joint family under the Bengal school may not be a‘ person’ 
and the interpretation of the law as laid down in the September circular 
may be perfectly correct, but if a joint family consisted of, say, A, B 
«and ©, A may represent the joint family and there is nothing in the 
Jaw, nothing in the circular, to prevent him from representing the joint 
family. All that the cimeular pointed out, was the incorrectness of the theory 
that A, B and C constituting members of a body consisting of A, B and C 
must prosent themselves as a composite body and give their votes. Ido 
not think any methber can object to what the circular said on that point. 
And if A, B and © constitute the members. of a joint family, it is perfectly 
open to them with theconsent of the members of the family to make A to 
represent that family and there is, [ say, nothing in the circular of September, 
1916, nor in section 15 to prevent that being done. It has been worked in 
this way in some of the municipalities of which I have personal knowledge, 
but whether it has been worked correctly or not is another matter. In the 
municipality of Howrah, for instance—we need not go any farther—the 
rule which has been hitherto followed is this: Suppose a joint family 
consisted of A, B, © and D, and the whole family is. liable to pay 
a rate. of Rs. 18 quarterly. Each of these men, A, B, C and D, is 
registered in the demand register as an occupier or a holder and in the 


.voters’ list as a voter, and I say there is nothing in the, circular of -.- 


September, 1916, nor in section 15 to prevent this being done. I speak 
subject to correction of course. But we are now concerned with the 
legality. or the propriety of this circular of September, 1916. That circular, 
however, sofar as it says that a ‘person’ does not includea joint family 
may or may not be correct, but it does not work any mischief and therefore 
that circular need not be considered unless the law officers of the Crown 
are advised that it is based upon a wrong interpretation of the law. 
With regard to the first circular the law laid down—or rather the interpre- 
tation of the law in ‘that ciroular—is perhaps currect, but it has worked 
mischief, and I am bound to point out that this matter requires serious 
consideration by the Government. It is time that gentlemen possessed 
of educational qualifications, such as are set out in section 15, should have 
the power of votipg at municipal elections irrespective of their right 
of ownership or right as legal owners or occupiers of a holding within 
the municipality. There are lawyers, and if the lawyers are a very 
unpopular body I shall leave them out of account, but there are teachers 
and school masters and others who are a very useful body of men possess- 
ing educational qualifications—that I take it is the most important qualifica- 
. tion—but who may not occupy a holding in the legal sense pf the term ;— 
whether these men, possessed of educational qualifications and residents 
within the limits of a municipality fora year as required under section 15, 
but not owners or occupiers of holding in the legal sense ;—whether people 
‘of this doséription should be debarred from taking pari at a municipal 
élection is a very serious and important quostion. ‘Tomy mind they ought 
‘not to be debarred. If they possessed the requisite residential qualifications 
they ought to have the right of voting, irrespective of any legal right of 
‘occupation of property. That, I am afraid, will need an amendment of the 
law, and so far as the proposal contained in the second part-of my hon’ble 
‘ friend’s regolution is concerned, it has my full sympathy, but mainly in 
respect ‘of the matter which I have just referred to, namely, the question 
as to whether persons possessed of adequate educational qualifications and 
satisfying the residential qualifications should or should not be permitted 
part at municipal elections irrespective of “their right of owner 
legal occupation, 1 respectfully submit that they should be 
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The Hon'ble Mavivi Anu Kase said 5 


“My Lord, T beg to support the resolution which has been moved by the 
eee Tee aba Chora Maaumdat.. Cetiadiily ‘tie educated section 
of the community and educated boys should have the right to vote at 
municipal elections, beeause they are best qualified to exercise the franchise 
that has been granted to us. In the municipality of Burdwan, if these 
circulars are given éffect to, one of our ‘most useful Commissioners’ will not 
only cease to be such, but will ‘also cease to be oter because his father 

s tho rates and taxes and the son does not pay for his room nor has he the 
Fading in his name. My Lord, I do not think it is necessary for me to 
add anything to what has been said by some of our distinguished lawyers 


to the interpretation put by the Advocate-General on the séction. We ~ 


ve in this Council at the present moment a very high authority on 
eh the Hon'ble Member in sp etante of Local Self-Government. T think 
the Municipal Act should be amended so as to include all enlightened people 
in the list of voters. 5 
My Lord, my object in rising to support the resolution has also been to 
draw Your Excellency’s attention and also that of the House to the un- 
fortunate remarks which fell ftom the lips of the Hon'ble Mover of the resolu- 
tion—I mean his remarks about Mohamed and the mountain. That. my 
Lord, is a fiction invented by over-zealous Christian missionaries and 
has no foundation in fact. I would be wanting in my sense of duty if 
T did not draw Your Excellency's and the Hon'ble Mover’s attention to it. 
And I pray that these words may, be deleted from the proceedings of the 
meeting.” 


‘The Hon'ble Rar Rapa Cuaran Pat Banavur said — 


“My Lord, some reference has been made to the system followed in the 
Calcutta Municipality in connection with the circular issued on the authority 
of the opinion of the Advocate-General regarding the voting power of a joint 
family. I think the practice followed in the Caleutta:Municipality is such 
a simple one that it can be followed without any disadvantage in other , 
municipalities. In Calcutta a joint family consisting of three or four members 
is empowered to vote under the new rule sanctioned by Government about 
a year ago by nominating one of the members to vote on their behalf. But 
they must send their nominee to the Chairman of th® Corporation by the 
Ist of January preceding an election. As regards associations of persons, 
companies and firms, the rule is that any one employed in the firm or a 
member of the firm can, by an authority previously sent to the Chairman, 
claim to have his name entered in the voters’ list and can algo vote in the 
municipal election. Ido not know whether there is any such rule in connec- 
tion with the: mufassal\ municipalities. If there is none, then I think 
it should be introduced in the mufassal, as this rule was approved by the 
Calcutta Corporation as also by the Local Government. For _ these 
reasons, My Lord, I support the resolution of my hon’ble friend. ~ 
Although [am not a resident of a mtfassal municipality, I find from 
the section which has been shown to me that any one possessing 
certain educational qualifications is entitled to vote. I do not know whether 
it means that any person who is not a bond fide oceupier of a holding is 
entitled to vote simply because he has passéd an University Saeraiee 
I do not also quite understand why there should be any. difficulty 
Connection with the occupier of a holding who ays a pele at 
tax to the municipality. In Caleutta. My Tak any Owner or. o¢ 
of a building, whether educated or uneduedted, who pays a certain am 
‘of tax, is entitled to vate. According to section 15 of i Bengal ‘Ma 
Act, a literate person if he is also the occupier of a holding is 1 
But Ido not know whether the karta of a family as well as_his 
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passed an examination are both entitled'to vote. ‘That is not the practice in 

lleutta: But quite apart from educational qualifications, J think, my Lord, 

~ that the primary qualification should be that the voter should be an oceupier 

of a holding in respect of which rates are paid. That should be the primary 

‘qualification. These are my views, My Lord, which I submit for the consider- 
ation of the Council.” 


The Hon’blo Six S. P. Suva said — 


“My Lord, I feel even now somewhat doubtful as to whether the exact 
nature of the question at issue has been clearly explained to the Council. We 
have heard of two circulars which the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Qharan 
Mazumdar would like to be withdrawn. The mover of the resolution goes 
further and says that if they be not withdrawn the law ought to be amended. 

‘The first question therefore js—what are these circulars about and why 
they have been issued and why by the Government? I will just state, as 
simply as I can, the answer to these questions. _We have all heard of the 
Municipal Act a section in which lays down the qualifications of persons entitled 
to vote at municipal olections. I will not trouble the Council by reading the 
section, because it is hardly the function of the Council to interpret the law, 
though it is its function to make it. That section lays down the qualifica- 
tion of voters. Under that section, a question was raised not long ago whether 
two classes of persons were entitled to vote, z.e., whether the language of that 
section included. two classes. of persons. The question having arisen the 
officers of Government, whose duty it is to make up the registors of yoters, 
reforred it to Government for advice, asking what the law meant and whether 
tho law, as it existed then, included these two classes of persons or not,— 
the two classes of persons being, first, students living with their parents 
or in hostels or messes, and, secondly, members of a Hindu joint family. 
The Government could only do one thing on such a reference being 
made, namely, refer it to their highest legal advisers for their opinion 
on the meaning of the section, and this they did. They. were advised 
that tho section meant a particular thing; they.put that in. the cireular 
and sent it to the officors who had asked for the advice. The officers 
naturally acted on that advice. But the fact thatthey did act upon it does 
not necessarily mean that it was correct. If itis wrong, it is open to anybody 
whois aggrieved to go to the Courts and say ‘I have been wrongly excluded 
from voting ; Lought to have been included’. The circular is nothing more than. ~ 
4 communication by the Government that their law officer, the Advocate- 
General,-is of opinion that the section means sv and so. They cannot very 
well withdraw it until their law officer says that he was wrong. It does 
not really matter to anybody whether it is withdrawn or not, because it is 
et to anybody, who thinks that it is wrong, to go to the nearest Munsif’s' 

‘ourt afd say that the opinion of the Advocate-General is not worth the Paper. 
it is written upon, and the Court will thereupon -decide as to whether the 
Advocate-General was right or whether he was wrong. 
The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur himself. mentioned 
~ a ease in which the Advocate-General’s opinion was treated in that way 
ts with regard to injunctions ; so it is liable to be treated wth 
regard to theso two matters in the same way if they are wrong, Thore 
froma to be some difference in regard to the matter. The Hon'ble Babu 
endra Nath Ray says that the Advocate-General was right in regard to 
both these matters. On the other hand; I find that four or five distinguished 
“lawyers in this Council think that the Advocate-Genoral was wrong. It is 
ther difficult to choose between those two viows, and the only course ‘open to 
ver —so long as the Advocate-General adheres to his opinion—is to say 
ow they are advised. It is open to'anybody to contest the opinion im 
courts. Therefore, so far as the circulars are concerned, I think 
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it is hardly a matter upon which the Gouncil can express an opinion as 
to the meaning of the soction—which is for the law courts to decide. 
With regard to it, the Government must necessarily be guided by the opinion 
‘ts highest legal officers. ; , j 
ipa as its merits of the matter are concerned, I will deal immediately 
with them. It does .seem somewha anomalous that members of a’ joint 
Hindu family should not be entitledtto vote. The Hon'ble Babu Mahendra 
Nath Ray, whose experience as Chairman of one of the largest municipalities 
—namely, Howrah—must. carry weight, says that in practice it does not 
‘cause any difficulty. In Calcutta the rule is different, because the section 
js different. The section in the Calcutta Act expressly gives the right 
to vote to a member of a jot Hindu family. The section in the Bengal 
/Ket does not; and I think it right to say that when the next amendment 
of the Bengal Act takes place, this matter should receive careful con- 
sideration, because it js no use leaving itas a matter for interpretation. 
Although 10 practical inconveniénce has been caused, as the Hon'ble Babu 
Mahendra Nath Ray has pointed out, it will probably be necessary to go into 
that question and put’ the Jaw on the same footing as the law in Caleutta, in 
order that no question may arise in future. a + 

Now as regards the second question of students living with parents or 
guardians or jn hostels and messes, it is hardly right to say, as the Hon'ble 
Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar jas said, that the interpretation of the law 
‘as mentioned in the-cireular is due to any policy or any desire on the part of 
the Government to restrict the right of municipal voters. ‘To start with that 
idea is not ¢orrect. It is not a matior of policy that the circular was issued, 
but merely in answer to a request as. to what the law meant and after 
obtaining the advice of the law officers. It is not a quostion of policy 5 it is a 
question as to what the law as it stands means. We ca only take it 
from the law officers tintil the courts pronounce upon it and say that’ the law 
officers. were right or not. There is no question of policy involved in this 
matter at all. 

‘As regards the section itself, it deals not. only with educational quali- 
fications, namely, the passing of a certain examination, but also’ certain 
property qualifications ; it involves both. ‘That is how it has been interpreted 
by the Advocate-General and, as the Hon'ble Babu Mahendra Nath Ray has 
remarked, he is probably right. or it may be that he is wrong; but if it is 
intended or if it is desired that educational qualifications apart from an; 
preeets qualifications, divorced altogether from any other qualification, shouil 

sufficient to give every resident within the municipality the right to vote, 
well that ought to be made clear—again I say, when the law is next amended, 
Whether that ought to be’ so or not is a very large question ;. whether edu~ 
cational qualification irrespective of any other qualifications should or should 
not give the municipal vote, is a question upon which I, at any rate, have an 
open mind, and [have no doubt that when the Act is next amefdeil, my, * 
friends who desire that such should be the rule would ‘place all their 
arguments before us. and Tecan only promise that when the Act is next 
amended—and I think it mast be amended very soon, having regard tothe 
length of time that has elapsed since it wae passed in 1884—both these 
matters will) receive our careful and sympathetic consideration. But I 
venture to think that it is hardly the correct procedure to'ark this Council to 
put a construction or interpretation upon the law, as it is not*one of the 
functions of this Council.” t 


‘The Hon'ble Banu Amgika CHARAN Mazumar said - 


_ My Lord, in rising to reply. I shall have to notice seréatim pene 
points which have been raised in this debate. | First of all, Ishall take some of 
the points raised by. my esteemed friend to the right (Hon'ble Babu 
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- Mahendra Nath Ray), who thinks that one of the circulars at least doo’ not 
interfere with the rights of voters, that is to say, circular No. 2445M. The 
coneluding portion of that circular will show that my hon’ble friend has 
reckoned without his host. After discussing the quostion of the joint family, 
it summarises thus ‘For the above reasons a joint family has no. legal capacity 
to vote.’ I fally agree with my hon’ble friend to the right that according to 
practice one of the circulars may not interfere with the right to vote. T know 
the practice in different mufassal municipalities has been somewhat different 
and the opinion of the Advocate-General may not interfere with this practice. 

e have nvt the law of Calcutta inthe mufassal. I myself was associated with 
one of these municipalities for the last twenty years and I know what the 
practice was in the case of joint family. We used to eall upon the members of 
a joint family to elect or nourinate one of them to be entered in the voters’ 
register. The register for taxes is one and voters’ list is another ; so that 
there may be half a dozen names put together in the register for assessmont, 
but at the time of election when woe had to prepare the voters’ list we used to 
put the name of one of them, a& may be decided amongst the members of 
the joint family, as the qualified voter. But what the municipalitiés apprehend 

~ and complain of is that under the cireular no such thing will be allowed, 
beeause it is said that a joint family has no legal capacity to vobe; so that it 

‘would be inadvisable to let it remain like this, as many would think that the 

whole family is disfranchised. | hs 

In the next place, the circular says that ‘for the above reasons a 
body of persons who hold or carry on business jointly, not being an incor- 
porated association, is not entitled to vote.’ So, in those cases in which 
there is a partnership business and those businesses are often very large, any 
member of these may also be asked to exercise the right to vote in a munici- 
pality. I fully admit that every member of a family and every partner of 
business may not go to the polling station and be allowed to vote. I contend 
however that this circular, as it has been worded, is a serious obstacle in the 
way of voting by these bodies who sometimes pay the heaviest taxes. 

My esteemed friend, the Hon'ble Sir 8. P. Sinha, has said: ‘Well, we 
do not debar you from voting ; we act upon the advice of our legal advisers.”. 
Very well, My Lord, you can act on the advice of your legal advisers, but 
where is the guarantee that logal advice tendered by the Government may be 
ignored and that the municipalities are not bound to obey the interpretation 

ven by Government and with whose advice they need not agree? |i may 

that at their instance, the cireular No. 2445M. was issued, but it! does 
not show that any legal advice was taken in connection with it.” 


‘The Hon’blo Str 8. P. Sina said — 
aes Legal advice was taken on ‘botli these cases.” 


* The Hon’bl Basu Aupixa Craran Mazuwan said -— 


_ “Well, My»Lord; I did not know that, but it may be so ; but I submit 
that the advice of the Advocate-General ought’ not, to have been-of this. 
__ elastic or dubious: character. It is openly and broadly said that joint. families 
- ‘are not entitled:to vote and joint business firms. unless registered have not the 
capacity to vote. The Government may fairly intorpret this circular and say 
that. did not mean absolutely to debar these bodies from voting, but 
y free’ to elect one of their members to exercise the franchise. Tf 

: i were to say that, it, will clear up the mayter. 
__ ‘Then my hon’ble friend, Sir S. P. Sinha, says'that we may go to the Civil 
sar sar pee My. Lord, it is avery largo order. For every blessed . 
will have to.go to the Civil rt and run considerable 
It is not avery easy matter and besides how inany people would agree 
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it. out. How many people will agree to fight with the Government? 
it ed aiparae comes, whee people will risk everything for their ee 
privileges then these laws, these ¢irculars and, these interpretations will be 
scattered to the winds. But we are still bound under the constitution of the 
day to obey Government circulars. Government's opinion carries considerable 
weight, and it is not possible for aergnn go to the civil court to contest 
| dity of a circular in every possible case. : 
tee a Lord, with regard to the Circular letter No. 11M.—in statu 
Jaris-—both myself and my hon’ble friend Babu Mahendra Nath Ray have 
pointed out that under that interpretation given sub-section 3 of, section 15 
becomes a nullity. ‘There is not a single case where it may be pointed out that 
it may be possible for any graduate, under-graduate or, licenitiate to vote. if 
that interpretation holds good. That was a special qualification in the case of 
mufassal municipalities which my hon’ble friend Rai Radha Charan Pal Babadur 
cannot possibly understand, because in Calcutta, which is the centre of light 
and leading, of eduéation and of enlightenment, the people were not under the 
necessity of having such a privilege. Mufaesal is not what Calcutta is, and 
» therefore in mufassal a special privilege was given by sub-section 3 that educa- 
tional qualifications, irrespective of any property qualification, would entitle a 
person to vote, and therefore, the word ‘ occupation ’ should not have bebu 
go strictly construed as it has been done by this circular, for if that were the. 
intention of Government to insist on exclusive occupation as of right it would 
not have at all embodied such a sub-section which can have no practical 
application. Then, My Lord, Your Excellency will observe that in every 
section it is said ' owner or occupier; and the legislature of 1884 distinetly 
meant to bring in a distinction betwegn rightful posmenaen and possession of 
some different kind. Ido not mean merely possession by sufferance. I may 
pot draw out the distinction but I do feel that there is some distinction 
between the occupation of a son and that of a stranger in the house. 
Then, My Lord, [ have only one word to say with reference to the expres- " 
sion which fell from my friend, the Hon'ble Maulyi Abul, Kasem. He is a 
graduate of the Calcutia University and a highly cultured gentleman, . He 
should have never taken exception to my expression ‘if Mahomet does not 
come to the mountain, the mountain must come to Mahomet’. ‘That expres- 
sion has got currency in the English language and is understood to mean 
that if a person who ought to yield doos not yield, then the higher body will » 
ield. I never meant any. offence to my hoh’ble friend and it was never 1y 
Intention to hurt his feelings. I hope my hon’ble friend will excuse me 
jf I have offended him. The expression is a common one and it is always 
understood by people in the sense I have used it. . 
In conclusion, I would only say one word. There is no knowing when 
the Municipal Act may come in for amendment. I have already said that the 
general election of a large number of municipal bodies will come on. within 
this year, and this circular will seriously operate upon these elections. I - 
have already said that ‘the Government; if it does not mean to be 
altogether reactionary, might explain these cireulars. I do not want — 
Government to cancel them, if it is offensive to. the dignity. and" position of 
the Advocate-General, but it might say that it does mean that in the ease of 
joint families, they may elect some person—some one among them for the 
voters’ lisi—and in the case of students in statu pupilaris 1 submit, that that — 
circular, at all events, ought to make it plain that it does not mean that this 
‘oceupation’ must mean an ‘occupation as of right’ or that the possession 
should be exclusive possession. If the circulars are not binding Govern- 
ment had no business ¢to circulate them amongst+ these mw i 
when Government, cireulate*these opinions they thereby indirectly eC 
bodies to follow these cireulars. If its object is not to. abrogate the right 
that has been given to educated men in the mufassal, it ought not simply 
to issue these circulars and sit quiet and say that you can do whatever : 

























lide and go to the Ci 


il Court or even to the High Court, 
resolution, I have approached the question in the spirit that the circulars 
may be so explained or modified as to give a due and proper interpretation 


Balu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 


In moving this 


to section 15. Of course if the Government will not do this, I hope hon’ble 


members, who have heard me, 


Government.” 


3 will consider whether from the spirit. in 
which I have approached it. it ought not to have been readily accepted by 


A division was then taken with the following rositlt :-— 


Aye—17. 


‘Tho How'ble Dr. Nilratan Sarkar, 

Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. 

Sir Bijay Chand Mahitab, 1.0.8: K.c.1.8., 
1.0.4, Maharajadbir Bahadur of 
Burdwan. 











Rai Dobender Chunder Ghose Bahadur. 
+ Radha Charan Pal Baliadur, 
EB. 
» Ea. 
Aiaulvi Abul 
Mr. Altaf Ali, 
Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 
»» Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 
Baba Surendra Nath Ray, 
Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 
Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 








Noes—I8. 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K.c.t.n, 08. 
»» Satyendra Prasanna Sinha, xr. 

Mr. J. G. Cumming, c.s.1., 

Surgeon-General W. 





Mr. C. J. Stevenson-Moore, c.v.0. 
JOEL Kerr, ot. 01.8, 

J. Donald. 

8.8. O'Malley. 

A. A. Cowley. 

<0, Wordsworth. 

F. Payne. 


L 

F. 
ooo » W, 

CG, 





ton. 
iya Nath Mukbarji Bahadur, 
TRO, 
Mr. J. Mackenzie, 
on. Wa BL Ardeu-Wood, ane. * 
” y » “F. W. Carter, cre. 


Sir A. Birkmyro, ‘er. 
Sy) Khan’ Suhib Aman Ali 


The.following member abstained from voting :— 
The Hon'ble Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.n. 


The following members were absent :-— 


‘The Hon’ble Mr. T. C. P. Gibbons. 

v7 ” » 9 C. H. Bompas. 
ge ana TET 
Mahabat Jang, 

. Marshidabad. 


Mr. R. Glen. 


Beas haa ERA. Tewin: 





Thtisham-ul-mulk Rais-ud-Daula Amir-ul-Omrah Nawab 
adr Saiyid Wasif ‘Ali Mirza Khan Bahadur 
K.C 





1, K.0.v.0.,. Nawab. Bahadur of 


Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, x.c,1.r. 
Mr. Aminur Rahaman, 
Raja Hrishikesh Laha, c.1.5. 


» Arun Chandra Singha. 


yy. » Dr, Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 
rot » Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 


ca yoy Maulvi ALK. Fagl-ul-Haq. ¥: 






Mr. K. B, Dutt, 





| + MB ayes boing 17 and the noce 18, the motion wae let 





Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 
», Akhil Chandra Datta. 
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a In 1874, Sir George Campbell, the’then Lieutenant-Governor “of Bengal, 
‘advocated the prohibition of the export of rice from Bengal during famine. 
When confronted with the argumént thab such prohibition might drive 
foreign purchasers to Burma for good he replied that hé doubted. very much 
if such effect. would really be bad. ‘ Our Bengal Province’, he said ‘ are 
so densely populated, and they preduce so many valuable articles” sought 
for in commerce, that the difficulty is not to use our land, but to_find 
land forvall that it is dosired to grow without interfering with the fogd 
of the population. ‘The demand for jute seems to go on increasing withe 
out limit’. The exports of raw jute, given in thousands of rupoes, was 
jn 1910-11 no less than 15,48,99. “The next year saw a rise to 22,5566. In 
1919-18, we find 27,05,07. And the next yoar saw a swelling up to 30,82,64. 
As far gunny bags—1910-11 it was 8,56,40, and in 1914-15 12,69,4a. An 
agricultural product which gives the people of the Province such “an. income 
deserves special care and attention. Not only does the industty bring the 
peasant 20 to 30 millions sterling annually, but it supports in addition something 
like a quarter of a million factory operatives and their dependants. It has 
created busy lives of human labour like Naraingunge whore huge, godowns 
line river banks either side, tin-roofed, red-bricked. ugly with all modernity 
tall chimneys towering behind them and huge cranes swinging on the landing 
stages—the river alive with craft and boats of every size anchored against 
the banks. That the Government has not been slow to recognise. the impor- 
tance of this industry will be evident from the endeavours of the Agricultural 
Department which are worthy of praise. The Department has, been busy 

* producing and distributing good jute seed. And it has rendered practical 
service by the investigation of what is known as “heart damage” in baled 
jute, a mysterious process of deterioration which causes an entire loss of 
tensile strength. Though the cry is that jute is displacing vice to a danger- 
ons extent the people have not desisted from increasing the area under jute. 
Because when there is astruggle among thé more valuable staples, the rice 
export is only valuable in so far as it gives ug a surplus to fall ‘back upon in 
times of scarcity; and because with the extension of railways it is neither 
easy nor advisable to check the increase of the area under jute and” oilseeds 
and its encroachment upon rice land. 


The war had. dealt this industry a heavy blow—Germany and Austria~ 
Hungary wore two of our most important customers. The export of raw jute 
to these countries (in thousands of rupees) were as follows :— 


1910-11. 1911-12. 1912-13. 
Germany = we — 8,61,24 508,59 5,78\06 
Austria “a wee. © 90,60 1,82,55 1,65,04 


In 1913-14, the figure for Germany was 6,74,84 and that for Austria- 
Hungary 1,97,91. Then the war broke out and there was a drop. 


In 1914-15 Germany could take only 1,32,14 and Austria-Hungary ‘not 
more than 50,86, But that was not all. The war dislocated trade” 
and the difficulty about freight told heavily upon the export trade of 
India. ‘hat year the Unitod Kingdom took only 6,74,30 worth of jute 

_ in place of 11,73,95 of the previous year and France not more 
than 85,66 in place of 8,06,76. The total export of raw jute fell 
from 30,82,64 to, 12,91,02. Since thon the export to the enemy countries 
has been stopped and infreased difficulty of transport has diminished export 
to others. But the area under jute has not decreased proportionately. The 
total average in 1915-16. was 2,086,300 the norma} area in Bengal being not 
more than 2,643,8C0. In 1916-17. instead of a decrease, there. seems to have 
been a tendency towards increase. In Nadia the area was 67,200 against the 
normal 49,400. In Khulna it was 22,100 against a normal of 18,300. In 


» 
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Midnaporo it was 12,100 against 10,400... "Thus a Tatge surplus is growing ‘up 
which is a drag of the market ard which is forcing down the price of jute.” 
Here I*would Itke to mention that with the growing demand of jute the cost 
of production has increased considerably. And l remember how at the 
Annual General Meeting of tho Indian Jute -Mills’ Association “(January 
1915) the Chairman alluded to the danger due to a rise in the price. He 
discussed the proposal of levying an export tax on jute to supplant German 
And Austrian trade and said— Whatever else the Germans | may be they 
have already shown signs of chafing under the excessively high prices 
that,.bave .in recent years ruled for .a commodity whose principal claim 
to popularity is its cheapness’. “Not only has inferior land been brought 
under. cultivation, but the rate of rent has gone up. Mr. Chaudhuri 
had “avout” five yoars back estimated tho cost of production at Rs. 3-8 
a maufid ;. but riow it is probably over Rs, 4. Sir William’ Duke has 
pointed out how, with the extension of cultivation, hired labour was more 
and morg*being resorted to the price of such labour in Bengal now being pretty 
high: * The rates in the neighbourhood of Dacca and Serajginj, had recently 
been*as high as a rupee aday, ‘Thus the price that the cultivator can now 
“getTor his jute barely comes the cost of production. But he cannot find 
customers for his entire production. This is a serious state of affairs. ‘The 
tocsin of alarm was sounded long ago by. organs of public opinion like 
the Basumati and Sanjtbami. And recently i a has given ‘a timely 
warning’ t6 Your Excellency’s Government. will quote an extract 
from Capital—‘ The jute crop for the-present season will be far in ex- , 
cess of any possible demand, and it is of vital importance that the mills 
shonld consume every maund of jute possible. The annual jute mill con- 
sumption, when running full time, is from 55 to 60 lakhs of bales.of 400 Ibs. 
net each, etc , ete,, etc. The mills began the now season (1st July) with an 
average stock equal to six months’ short-time consumption. This represonts 
about the maximum quantity for which they have godown accommodation in 
Calcutta and the mufassal. The forecast recently to hand estimates crop at 
90 lakhs of bales, although private advices make it still larger, and if the 
mills by Ist July 1918 are in the same position as this year, v.e., with six 
months’ stock, there will still be 45 lakhs of bales to be disposed of, less, 
quantity exported. It behoves the Bengal Government to take timely warning 
and to do everything in their power to prevent distress in Bengal among the 
cultivators. Wo need searcely point out: how much more serious the political 
unrest will become otherwise.’ 





My Lord, since [ submitted the resolution my worst apprehensions have 
turned out true, Every morning. we get disquieting news of looting in the 
mufassal bazars, I have heard a proclamation issued by Mr. F. A. Sachse, 
District Magistrate, Noakhali, in which to: preclude the possibility of looting 
in the bazars, he has. penalised the holding of hdis after 3 rm. He has 
openly admitted that as long as the war continues prices will remain high and 
there is the chance of looting’ recurring inthe bazars. And as it is impossible 
to station armed police in all bavars he’ orders, under section 144 of ‘the 
Criminal Procedure Qode, the closing of all bazars at'3 pw. This, ‘My Lord, is 
a sorious state of affairs. And Iam sure it is receiving that consideration 
from Your Excellency’s Government which it demands. But I must say 
that though our police may be powerful enough to restore tranquillity in die- 
turbed areas they will not be able to eradicate the npssibility of a recurrence 
of disturbance as long as they have to deal with that dangerous element 
74 poor peasantry subject to hunger and exasperation. Not only should 
these poor peasants bee relieved of their present distress ; Lut steps should 
also be taken to induce them not to give up the cultivation of jute in 
despair. ‘True who had reckoned on an earlier peace? ~ But the war eannot 
be indefinitely prolonged. And when normal conditions return. there will 
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be the same increasing demand for jute and then the cultivators of Bengal 
will reap a golden harvest ’v hich will obliterate every scar.” 

My Lords I will not pause to discuss remedial measures Agricultural 
loans have, in times of distress, acted like April showers on the thirsty earth. 
The Co-operative Credit Societies are now trying to reduce and ultimately to 
remove agricultural indebtedness. ‘heir sphere of usefulness may be 
extended.’ Iam aware of the tender solicitude the Government has always 
evinced forthe peasants. I recall, with pleasure, Lord Curzon’s words about 
‘the real people of India:’—‘It is the Indian poor, the Indian peasant, 
the patient, humble silent millions, the 80 per’ cent. wlio live by 
agriculture, who know very little of policies, but. who profit, or suffer 
by their results, and whom men’s eyes, even the eyes oftheir own 
countrymen, too often forget, to them I refer. He has been-in the back- 
ground of every policy for which I have been responsible, of every ‘surplus 
of which I have assisted in the disposition. We see him not in the splendour 
or the opulence,.nor oven in the Squalor of great cities; he reads no” news- 
papers and for, asa rule, he cannot read at all; he has no policies. But he 
is the bone and sinew of the-country, by the sweat of his brow the’ soil 
is tilled, from his labour comes one-fourth of the national income, he should 


~ be the first.and the final object of every Vieeroy’s regard.’ I know the 


interest Your Excellency takes in these peasants ‘the real people’ of Bengal 
whom you have visited in thoir humble huts observing them in their-troars of 
careless relaxation and enquiring after their needs. And I hope my proposal 
to device means to prevent distress among them will find favour with Your 
Excellency as also with my colleagues who are directly interested in them 
and whose greatest ambition it is to serve them, with a view to ameliorate 
their condition. : - 


The Hon’ble Mr. Macxenziz said-:— 

“My Lord, my hon’ble'friend, the mover of this resolution, has treated us 
toa history of the jute trade, I have listene’ to it-with interest but most of 
it is quite irrelevant tothe question before the Council., I notice he is very 
partial, to Committees of Enquiry having proposals for no less than three such 
committees on the list of business for to-day.. He has evidently much greater 
faith in the efficacy of such committees than I have. The impression I 
have formed is that most of them are a mere waste of timo and J do not think 
the one he now suggests would prove to be any exception. It seems quite 
unnecessary to appoint a committee to inquire into causes which are obvious 
and, as the mover has himself shown, the reasons for the present dullness 
in the jute market are not far-to seek. The whole of the Central European 
market is*closed, freight for such markets as are still open is distinctly limited, 
while the local mills with the best intentions in the world are unable to deal 
with the balance of the crop for the very good reason that practically overy 
square inch of the available warehouse accommodation is occupiéd. 

‘The mover has drawn @ harfowing picture of starving cultivators but it 
is quite incorrect, according to my information, to say that the heavy economic 
oss referred to in the resolution has been by any means general. In the 

astern districts, at all events, quite a considerable portion of the crop was 
disposed of carly in the season at satisfactory prices and although later there 


-may have been a decline it has been counterbalanced by 4 Bae pels per 


acre. In certain other districts however stich as Northern Bengal, Rungpur, 
Rajshahi and the Daisee districts a combination cf a poor crop and low prices 
has resulted in a certain amount of hardship. sal 

‘The whole situation however has been greatly ameMorated by a bumper 
crop of rice and I do not think.there is any reason to apprehend any wides- 
pread distress although you will hear all about it the moment the cultivator 


_geis-to know that a committee has been appointed to inquire into the 


matter, , 


aN 
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Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri ; Babu Brojendra Kishore Ray Chaudheri ; 
. Mr. Provash, Chunder Mitter. ™ 3 : 


1 think it will be quite sufficient for the present if District’ Officers are ~ 
instructed ‘vo earefully watch the position. acta 

In this connection it might not be out of place to mention that” Goyern- 
ment are offering throughout the whole of the districts profitable employment 
in various Labour and Porter Corps for Mesopotamia and ‘elsewhere and the 
fact thay very few recruits’are coming forward would hardly seem to: indicate 
that the cultivators are in the’ condition described, by the mover. At: all 
events if they do not choose.to avail of the opportunity of employment offered 
them it is difficult to see“what more Government can do.” 


The Hon'ble Banu Kisnort Monan Caaupaurt said :— 


“My Lord, I think a Government inquiry is needed.” There is no doubt 
that the jute market is dull. Tt is not possible to have a large export at 
present, ‘The question is how the materials can be utilized. The jute 
growers* did. grow jute in the hope of getting better prices just after the 
Con6lusion of the war. The price of gunny-bags, which are used for carrying 
paddy and rice, has gone very high. What is the reason for this? Is it on 
account of the labour question or 18 there any difficulty for the manufacture 
of these gunny-bags in the. jute mills? Jute itself is very cheap, but the 
price, of gunny-bags js very high. There is a great demand for these bags no 
doubt, So, I think that am inquiry by the Government as suggested’ by the 
Hon'ble Moyer may do some good, and in that view I support the resolution.” 


The Hon'ble Banu Brogenpra Kistore Ray Cuaupnurt said :— 


“My Lord, as representative of the landholders ,of the Dacea Division, 
which is well known to be the chief jute growing part of the Province, I feel 
it my duty to support this resolution, As an eye witness I can well: say 
that the distress of the jute growers has been such that the well wishers of 
the cultivators must. immediately step forward and do all that is possible 
under the existing circumstances. I know how the Governthent. are anxious 
to-help the poor raiyats and I feel sure, that in this instance their case will 
receive the unstinted support of this Council. With these few words, I 
beg to support this resolution,” 

The Hon'ble Mr. Provast Caunper Mirrer said :— = 
“My Lord, I desire to say a few words on this resolution, and I may say 
at tho outset that my reasons are perhaps not the same as those of my 
hon’ble friend, Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. The economic con- 
dition of the raiyats in Bengal are well known. They get their money by 
the sale of jute and by the sale of paddy. By this money they have to buy 
their dhooties and their salt which are imported into Bengal. On account of 
the war and to nobody's fault and on account of the difficulty of tonnage, the 
~ prige of both these articles has gone up very high. Tt is_but natural that 
_ the cash value of jute and of paddy has goné down. The principal market 
available here is the local jute mills; they manufacture only a certain 
quantity of jute, and therefore it is no use saying that they ought to buy more. 
Theso being the,conditions of the market it follows that the price has gone 
down. On the other hand, the effect on the low price of jute and paddy means 
that the raiyats have less available cash to buy their necessaries and the result 
® is an econgmic difficulty in various parts of this Province. We already hear 
of the looting of hdtgand bazars in some of the ‘outlying districts of Noakhali, 
Bakerganj and Rangpur, and I for one feel that unless Government. look 
into the matter very carefully, perhaps further difficulties may have ,to be 
faced in future. I do not think that the best way to deal wit the question 
will be by the appointment of a committee, as has been suggested by my 
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hon’ble friend ; but Ishould like to impress upon Your Excellency's Govern- 
ment—and I ‘havo. no doubt Your Exeellency's” goverament are already 
impressed with that fact—that the question requires consideration, and the 
onlyeway that the question can be ‘properly considered is by: way of friendly 
co-operation between the only market available, viz., the local jute mills 
and the jute-growers, Tho» other question is how to make it possible 
for the raiyats to buy their necessaries for the lowest possible amount. The 
economic questions are so intermixed with one another that an inquiry seems 
_ desirable, but for the present that inquiry should be instituted by Govern- 
“mont, pokes such evidence ‘formally and informally as the Government 
think fit.”’ 


The Hon'ble Basu Awmika Cuaran Mazumpar said :— 


“My Lord, the question raised seems to be one of extreme difficulty ; it is 
@ question of supply and demand. Bengal is able to put forth*much more 
than either India or Hngland ean consume. It had a market outside the 
Empire and that market has been closed. Ido not seu how the Government 
cai tackle: a question like this directly. | Of course, I fully; support: my 
friend’g resolution that a ‘committee of enquiry be appointed to investi- 
@ate into the causes of the low prices of jute and the difficulties with 
which» the cultivators | are confronted ; but, My Lord, it seems’ t6%me 
that the difficulties of the raiyats are not simply owing to tho fall in the 
price of jute, but also to a corresponding rise in other articles of food and 
use. I know it is the complaint of the jute-grower that he cannot purchase 
a pair of cloth for one’ maund of jute that he brings to the market, and the 
* price of salt—the most ordinary article of consumption—has also gone up; so 
that it seems to me: that: it is high:time for Government in connection with 
this wesolution to intervene for regulating the prices of various articles of 
food as well of use... Although no means can be devised for the consumption 
‘of more jute, still an enquiry might be made to show, through the Agricul- 
tural Department of Government, to the raiyats that it is not wise to grow 
as much gute as they had been growing before. More economical persons 
might also resort to the practice of burning oxeess articles and: thereby 
keeping up the market. hatever that may be, it seems to me that an 
enquiry ought to be held, if not, actually to help the raising of the price of 
jute, at least for the purpose of. regulating the quantity that might be 
produced in Bengal. To suit the exigencies of the situation, some steps 
might. be taken to regulate the prices of other articles and thereby relieve to 
a largeextent. the difficulties of the jute-growers who are unable to tide over 
their difficulties with jute. * 


‘Tho Hon'ble Mit. Quaaua said te 


Sirs the,purport of the resolution is that a committee of officials and non- 
officials ;be appointed to investigate the heavy economic loss sustained this 
year by the jute cultivators in: Bengal, and to devise ways and means to /pre- 
vent distress among them. 


The great importance of the jute industry needs no comment, and the 
Hon'ble iat and other Hon'ble Membets have pointed out how far it is 
bound up with the agriculture of Northern and Eastern Bengal. The reason 
for the present cond'tion can be explained in one word, namely,.the effect of 
the war ; and I do not think that a committee is requiged to find out that very 
rominent truth. Now the elucidation of economie problems is a very 
interesting and i mnt matter and in connection with the jute culti- 
vation and the jute industry within the -lnst three years there have 

son most elaborate and detailed enquiries made by this Government; 

: a 
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in 1918-14 there was one ; «in 1914-15 there was ones last.year, 1916, 
there was “one;" and there has been A continuous enquiry since the 
beginning of the present year up to the present moment. I do nol think 
therefore that Membors ‘of Council or the Hon'ble Mover need be under any 
apprehension that the Government are not keeping @ close attention*to the 
situations But the main issue. in this resolution is whether there is such 
“Qistross as to require State relief. It is known that State relief was given 
jn 1914, when similar circumstances arose. I shall endeavour,shortly ‘to 
explain the circumstances in the present year in comparison with those in 
1914. But I will say at once as regards this main issue—the tion. 
whether such distress exists as to require State relief, that itis clear that the 
existing machinery of Government should suffice to bring that to the notice 
of Government. I agree with one of the Hon'ble Members, who does not 
think that a committee of this kind would achieve any good, because the 
main point is already known -to Government and all the economic data 
are already in the possession of Government, So far no officers have 
represented to Government that the condition is such as to require the 
special measures that were adopted in 1914. It is quite obvious that, there 
has beon a loss this year compared with what the cultivators’ might 
have got if they had a good market ; but I have had personal experience 
jn the matter of jute cultivation for over a quarter of a century and: I can 
say that Eastern Bengal raiyats are fairly alive to the’ fluctuations, of the 
jute market ; they take the mishaps of a year with a good deal of philosophy 
and they are amy too ready to redistribute their arrangements in subsequent 
years. [said that the prosent situation may be cotipared with that in 1914 _ 
when, it is trae, Government did take measitres. T shall put the comparison 
under a few heads and I shall be very brief under each, mie! 
First of ‘all, in comparison with 1914, the increase in the area singe last 
year is very much less than the increase in the area was in 1914 after 1913 ; 
that is a material point. Inthe next place, the average price per maund this 
year is 25° por cent. higher than it was in 1914. Then, this year the raiyats 
have had a fair warning. The fall came in 1914 with dramatic abruptness. 
This.year the fall has been gradual and continuous since the month of Jaguary 
last. Further more, the raiyats have learnt, wisdom. During the very 
prosperous years before 1913 the raiyats were becoming rather indolent 
and getting their work dono by- means of hired labour. In the present 
year they have put their shoulders to the wheel more, and haye realised 
that they. must do more work themselves and depend less upon hired labour. 
Another iinportant matter is as regards the amount of crop that has’ been 
disposed of and brought into Calcutta. In tho present year the proportion 
of the gross crop brought into Calcutta by the middle of the current month 
ef Decembar was about 26 per cont., whereas in 1914, the proportion of the 
erop of that year that had been brought into Caleutta was only 18 per cent, 
I think, Sir, that if all these points are considered together it will be real- 
ised that economically the raiyats in Bengal who cultivate juteare: better 
off this year than they were in 1914, But it does not follow that the 
matter does not require very careful consideration, Government have kept 
their eyes wide open for danger signals, and although ‘they are not 
prepared to say that, on account of the factors that haye been mentioned 
in the course of the debate, viz., the increase in the price vt wearing 
materials and salt—which is of course due ultimately to the same difficalty 
of overseas tonnage, the position is dangerous, yet so far, in the areas in which 
jute is most grown, no clear indication has been’ given to Government that the 
raiyate require relief at€ho expanse of the State. In fact, I may be pardoned 
for wondering why the Hon’ble Mahendra: Chandra Mitra Bahadur, repre- 
senting the Burdwan Division in Western Bengal, should feel called upon to 
bring this resolution before the Council. “His Division, I find, gives this 
year an outturn of L 70,000 maunds out. of a total 2 millions of 
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maunds in the whole of Bengal. I do not, of course, lay any stress 
upon that. "T again ‘say that Government is keeping the situation well 
before them; they have been continually examining and re-examining 
the matter since the month of July last; and while there is always a 
possibility of adopting the measures of relief which were given in 1914, 

+ there is.a possibilityalso of adopting the measures of relief such as those 
“suggested bythe Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar hoso are’ * 
points however of which the Government are well aware ; but I doubt very 
much whether a committee can give us much assistance, On theso 
grounds that Government have the economic data in their possession and are 
giving very close attention to the situation; I trust the Hon’ble Member will 
see his way to withdraw the resolution. “ 


The Hon’blo Rat -Manenpra Cuanpra Mirra Banavur said :— ‘ 
“My Lord, in putting this resolution before the Council, it was my object 
to appomnt 2 committee to investigate into the causes of the economie loss 
sustained-by the jute cultivators in Bengal. I put bofore the Council all the 
information I have obtained on the subject, and when I am ‘asstred that 
inquiries haye already been made on tho subject and Government are’quite 
alert ‘as regards the subject matter in discussion, | beg to withdraw the 
resolution I have brought forward.” 
Therresolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn: 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No, 12. : 


The Hon'ble Rat Manenpea Cianpra Mirra Bawavur moved the following 
regolution :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a committee 
he appointed consisting, amongst others, of the Commissioner of the 
Burdwan Division, the Collector of Hooghly, the District Magistrate of 
Howrah, the, Subdivisional Officer of Uluberia and the Executive Engineer, 
Northern Embankment and Drainage Division, to examine the water courses 
in the villages of Gazipur and Sonamukhi in thana Amta, Kandarpapur. or 
Hature, Jot Bireshwar, Latibpur and Khanpur in thana Bagnan, in the district 
of Howrah, where many thousands of acres of paddy fields are still under deep 
water,cansing heavy damage to the winter rice crop, and also todevise meang 
for draining out the water from these fields as early as possible, andyto take 
such steps as may be necessary for the prevention of similar devastation 
‘in the fature? ‘ 
a 
He said :— - 

“My Lord, I need not detain the Council long on this matter, as the 
resolution speaks for itself. Ona previous occasion I asked a question about 
the sluice’in the Damodar loft embankment in mauza Gazipury In. reply 
I was told that there was only one vent. and its size was given as 2 feat by 
4 feet 3 inches. It was used previously for purposes of irrigation when the 
lands were drained through other channels which have now silted up. The 
total cultivated area in the village of Sonamukhi was given as approximately ~ 
1,000 bighas‘and that in Gazipur as 1,500 bighas. It was admitted that tho 
village of Sonamukhi is occasionally drained through this sluice. I need 
hardly tell. Your Excellency that the existing arrangement of draining out 
rain water ftom paddy fields as referred to in the resolution is very unsatis- 
factory and calculated to cause heavy damage to the ord. 

eon the. reply ‘given by Mr. ©. Addams-Williams, the Executive 

ineer, Northern Drainage “and. Embankment Division, in his letter 
No, 1509, dated thé 4th March 1908, to the Secretary, Hooghly and Howrah 


* 
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District Association, I noticed that in July 1899, in September 1900, in 
Soptembers1901 and in July 1905, several mauzas in the Amta Basin were all 
submerged in water and there Were no crops. _The average annual yield of 
crops in 1906 was about three-fourth but in 1907 it was only one-eighth. S 

Again, in reply to my question asked at the Council meeting ‘of Septem- 
ber last, regarding the annual outturn of winter rice during the last few years, 
I was told that during two years, the peasants got a quarter crop, during two 
more years an one-eighth crop and-during three years they had none. | 

Your Excellency who takes a keen interest m the poor cultivators will 
now understand that the extent of injury sustained by the raiyats is ‘beyond 
human belief.’ ‘ , 

Tho other day, Sir James Meston, while reviewing the work of the Agri- 
cultural Department of the, United Provinces during the past year, did not 
conceal his conviction that ‘in its days of prosperity the Government devoted 
far too small a share of its surplus revenues to the development of India’s first 
and greatest industry,’ and His Honour trusts that this error will not be 
repeated. ‘The above remarks applyto Bengal as well. 2 

"To sblve the economic problem that lies at the root of all reforms, we 
should go out into the real Bengal and must discuss the question from remote 
unofficial places with the children of the soil who suffer most from the floods.» 
We should adopt the method of seeing and understanding the crying wants of 
the teeming ‘millions whose interests are the crux of all problems, They live 
in lands full of promise and loyalty, but fuller still of the oppression of ‘the 
mahkajans and natural but preventible calamities. 

the supply of wator from different sources is 89 ample. that “the orops 
are immune from failure due to drought,” but on the other hand they very 
often suffer from floods causing ravages and devastations. 

In 1873, Colonel Haig, Chief Engineer of Bengal, was. deputed to make 
an engineering survey and he strongly recommended, among other things, the 
Amta scheme. 2 

My friend, the Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley, has rightly observed in his valuable 
treatisep*the Gazetteer of Howrah, from which I cannot help’ quoting the: 
following paragraph :— 

‘The completion of the entire project for the drainage of the district 
by carriyng out the Amta scheme proposed over 30 years ago 
appears desirable on many grounds, It would not only add 
hundreds of acres to the cultivated area and improve thousands 
of acres of low lands—an important consideration in.adistrict 
which does not raise enough food for its consumption. It would 
also drain a water-logged locality in which malarial fever threatens 
to be endemic, owing to the stagnant water being thé breeding 
ground of the malaria-bearing anopheles mosquito, In its present 
state, moreover, the ,waters flooding the Amta basin not only 
. damage the Amta crops three. or four years out of every five, 

ois also threaten to swamp the western part of the Rajapur 
asin. i 


In Bengal Government Resolution No. 875, dated the 3rd July 1906, it 
was observed that the Board of Revenue were ‘disposed to agree with the 
Governmont ‘that a_ standing committee for each district, ineluding the 
Commissioner of the Division, the Superintending Engineer, the Collector 
of the district and the Executive Engineer might, with advantage, be cons- 
tituted. Such a committee would bring the civil officers and professional 
officers into closer relation, and proposals started by the former or the latter 
would be discussed without the delay inevitable to correspondence.’ 

‘This was written with respect to Orissa, but ‘the general principle that 
the Engineers and the Revenue Officérs should work in conjunction 
applies everywhere.’ e ¥ § roan Pe 









Mr. Cumming. 


s “Ttuis also very desirable that the Engineer and Revenue, Officers should 
discuss locally suggestions for minor irrigation schemes or for improvements , 
in drainage, and that landholders interested should join in the discussion,’ 

‘Tt -was' resolved by Government. and was therefore directed that 
“standing committees shall be formed for all districts. Tho committees to 
be constituted as under :— 

~ President ahs --» The Commissioner of the Division. 
Vice-President and Secretary The Collector of the district: 
{ The Superintending Engineer in whose 
Circle the district lies. 
Fi The Executive Engineer in’ whose Divi- 
sion the district lies, 
’ The District Engineer. 
Members age +4 Such landholders or other gentlemen’ 
r directly interested in any schemes as 
4 - may be appointed by Govérnment on 
the recommendation of the Collector 
and with the approval of the Commis- 
sioner. 


The committees will consider questions relating to— 
r I.—Flood embankments— 


os (a). New works, including as such sluices or escapes for exist- 
ing embankments. 

(0) Alterations in the alignment of oxisting embankments, 
such as are caused by important retirements. This 
will include the diseussion of the policy of holding a 
threatened bank by protective works in preference to 
the retiremont of the embankment. ¢ = 

(ce) Proposals for raising the level of the crest of an @mbank- 


ment. 
ie (d) All questions in which there is any doubt as to the inter- 
* pretation to be given to the provisions of the Embank- 
ment Act or of shia for the maintenance of 
embankments. 


TI.—Any proposal which may be suggested for a minor irtigation 


work, 
TH.—Any schome which may be proposed for improvement in 


rainage. 
IV —Any matter referred by Government for opinion.’ @ 

_ I, therefore, earnestly request Your rexoallenoy that, a committee be 
appointed to examine the condition of the locality and suggost means for the 
‘oper drainage of rain water from these fields as carly as possible to prevent 
Farther distress among the cultivators.” 

The Hon'ble Mx. Cuanane said :-— : 

“Sir, the Hon’ble Member has: brought forward. a resolution that a 
committee should be formed of certain members to examine a certain area in 
‘the south of the Howzah district. in order to,devise means for draining out 
water from that area. My answer to the hon’ble gentleman is that not only 

been devised for this particular area in qitestion, but that the 
the Amta basin has been ‘the subject of examination,. that a 
» estimate of the cost of which is nearly. 10 lakhs. of rupeos, 


pared; and at the present moment. it is simply a ques- 
oh taade ick: blocks the way. I do not wishto burden the Council 
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with too many details, but the exact position may be realised if I could 
mention one’ or two facts regarding this Amta basin drainage scheme. It 
was suggested in the press only about a month ago that no serious 
attempt had ever been made to tackle this problem. This is a most 
jnaccurate and unfair statement. ‘As long as forty years ago, Government 
prepared three drainage schemes for the Howrah district, viz., the Howrah 
scheme, the Rajapur scheme and the Amta scheme, and it, was then. contem- 
Plated (hat all would be carried out one after the other. The Howrah scheme 
was completed as long ago as 1884, the Rajapur scheme in 1890, but the 
Amta scheme has still not yet materialised ; and the people of the Rajapur 
area have complained very bitterly—and also with a great measure of truth— 
that they are suffering because the Howrah scheme has not been completed. 
Now an improvement of this nature, not only in these six villages to which the 
Hon'ble Mover refers, but also in the whole of the basin, can be carried out 
under certain Acts. Under the Embankment Act the decision as to the 
improvement lies with Government, but the Act is unpalatable to the zamin* 
dars because there is no procedure for recovery. from the tenants. Then, 
there is the Drainage Act, under which it is possible to recover, through the 
certificate procedure, from tenants. It is a very democratic Act under 
which Drainage Commissions are appointed ; and theoretically there should 
be no difficulty ifthe people concerned are genuinely anxious to have the 
improvement effected ; but the law lays down that at least the holders. of 
half the land to be reclaimed should assent, in writing, to the adoption 
of the scheme, Now, no fewer than four times haye’ the landlords rejected 
the scheme under the Drainage Act. In the past estimates were made 
which failed because they were too big; one estimate was as high as 12 
lakhs of rupecs. The estimate of a gentleman, whom we all recognise 
in Bengal to be a master in hydraulics, Mr. Addams-Williams, 18, a8 
T haven stated, nearly 10 lakhs (Rs.. 9,80,000)....In January ‘1918, the 
leading landlord, at a meeting, plumped for the Drainage Act, but he was 
not supported by holders of half the Jand in the area in question; and 
far from making no serious attempt, Government, in absolute despair, said 
that they would take'up the scheme under the Embankment Act. The proper 
procedure was carried through and in the middle of last year the case see 
for orders ; but the performance of the scheme has-been held over owing to 
financial reasons. The Hon'ble Mover realises—and I hope all Hon’ble Mem- 
bors realise—that in any problem of this nature, there is, first, investigation of 
the facts; the next procedure is the enunciation of the problem; the third 
procedure is to find a solution for the problem ; and the last stage of all is to 
apply the solution. Well, Sir, the first three of. these procedures have already 
been carried out and number four only remains. That being so, I appeal to 
the Hon'ble Mover and ask him for what purpose would this committee sit, 
I therefore desire to oppose the resolution, as it stands, on the grounds, first, 
that it affects oly a very small area and that in the next place, all informa 
tion required has beon carefully compiled by the Irrigation Department—that 
means that the solution of the problem has already been found ; and that the 
only obstacle being money, this committee, however enthusiastic, would not 
effect any remedy as far as that difficulty was concerned. For these reasons, 
T desire to oppose the resolution ; and to add that the scheme has already 
been approved by Government and is only awaiting funds.” * ‘ 


The Hon'ble Rar Mawenpra Cuanpra Murra’ Banapur said:— 


My Lord, I hafe listened with great attontion to the speech of the 
Hon'ble Member in chargo and as I feel for the raiyats who have appe® 
to me for putting the resolution for the consideration of Your Excellency’s 
Council, I came forward with a resolution like this. Year after year these 
raiyats are yee i ‘and when the question is that all:matters in 
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connection with the scheme have been inquired into, but that the work has 
not.beon taken up on financial grounds—what answer have I to give to 
it. I feel for the raiyats and I have come to Your Excellency for redress 
and when I find that the work cannot be taken up on financial grounds, 


Thave nothing to say. Therefore, I think it advisable to withdraw the 
resolution.” 


The resolution was thon, by leave of the President, withdrawn, 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 13. 


The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. asked for leave to 
witndraw the following resolution which stood in his name — 


This Council recommends to the Goveraor in Council that a committee 
of officials and non-officials be appointed in each district to examine the 
-condition of village roads in the districts of Howrah, Bankura, Birbhum and 
Midnapore, and to submit such recommendations to the Commissioner’ of the 


Burdwan Division as they nay consider necessary for the improvement of 
those roads. 


‘The resolution was, by leave of the President, withdrawn, 


ADJOURNMENT OF COUNGIL. 


‘The Council was then adjourned to Tuesday, the 22nd January, 1918, 
at 11 a.m., at Government House, Calcutta. 


A. M. HUTCHISON, 


m Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal and 


Secy. to the Bengal Législative Council ( Offg.). 
we 
= Caxcurra ; 


The 5th January 1918, 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council. assembled: under 
the provisions of the Government. of India Act, 1915, 


Tux Council met in the Council Chamber at Government House, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 29nd January, 1918, at 11 A.M. 


. Present: 
The Hon'ble Six Sarvenpra Prasanna Sinua, Krr., Presiding. 
The Hon'ble Ma. J. Gs Cummina, 68.1, c.1.8. 
™ The Hon'ble Mr. C. J. Srevenson-Moors, ¢.v.0. 
The Hon'ble Mr. J. H. Kerr, ¢.8.1., c.1.5, 
The Hon'ble Mr. J. Doran, c.1.8. 
The Hon'ble Mr. L. 8. 8. O’Mauizy. , 
The Hon'ble Mr. F. A. A. Cowxxy. s 
The Hon’ble Lizyrnant-Coronen W. J. BUCHANAN, C.1.E., 1.0.8. 
Tho Hon'ble Mr. C. H. Bompas. 
The Hon'ble Mr. W. 0. Worpsworri. ry 
The Hon'ble Mr. C. F. Payne, 
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The Hon'ble Mx. E. B. H. Pawrox. s 
The Hon'blo Rat Parva Nata Muxianst BAHADUR, 1.8.0. * 


The Hon'ble Luristam-vi-Mutk Rars-up-Davia Awmr-vi-Omnan Nawan 
Sir Aste Qape Saryip Wastr ’Att Mirza Kaan Banavoe Manapat 
JANG, K.C.8.1., K.C.V.0.; NAWAB BAHADUR OF Moursnipanap. 


‘The Hon’ble ‘Sir Rasenpra Nata MooKERJEE, K:C.1.E. ° 

The Hon’ble Dr. Nuratan Sarxar. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Mackenztt. ‘ 
Phe Hon'ble Mx. W. H. H. Arpen-Woop, 6.1. 

The Hon'ble Mr, Ammvur Rauman. - 

The Hon’ble Rasa Hrisuixesn Lana, 6.1.8. ~ ne 
The Hon'ble Mr. R. Guen. : 

The Hon'ble Rev. Dr. G. Howes. 

Tuo Hon'ble Mr. Provasn Crunper Mirrer. 


Tho Hon’ble Sir Buay CHand Mantas, K.C.8.1, K-C.LE., T0.Mey Mana- 
+ RAJADHIRAJA Banapur or Burpwan. 


The Hon'ble Kumar Sum Suekuareswar Ray. 
'he Hon’ble Basu Brogenpra Kisnor Ray Cuaupnurt. 
The Hon'ble Dr, Desa Prasad SARBADHIKARI, C:1-E. 
The Hon'ble Rat Devenper Cxunver Grose Banapur. 
The Hon'ble Mr. F. W. Carrer, ¢.1.E. 
The Hon'ble Sir A. Brrxmyre, Kr, 
The Hon'ble Mr. E. B. Even. 
The Hon'ble Mr. H. R. A. Irwin. 
The Hon'ble Dr. AspvLta-Al-Mamun Sunrawarvy. — 
The Hon'ble Mavivi Asu Kasen. “9 
The Hon'ble Mautwi A. K. Fazt-vir-Hag. 
The Hon'ble Kuan Sanip Aman Aut. “ 
The Hon'ble Banc Buansnbra CHanpra Ray. 
The-Hon’ble Mr. Avtar Aut. ( 
The Hon'ble Banu Axnit Caanpra Darra. 
The Hon’ble Rar Manenpra Cxanpra Mrrra Bananur. 
The Hon’ble Basu Sorenpra Nata Rar. 
, The Hon'ble Basu Manenpra Naru Ray, c.1.8. 
The Hon'ble Mr. K. B. Durty 
The Hon'ble Basu Kisnor1 Moan Cnavpnurie 
- The Hon’ble Banu Awpika CHARAN Mazumpar. 
*= 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 1. 


OATH OR AFFIRMATION. OF ALLEGIANCE. 


The Hon'ble Lieut.-Col. Buchanan and the “Hon' i x 
oath or affirmation of their allegiance to the Cite. baincuce oe 





Esha rdaha, 


fi . ie - 
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LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 2. 














_ The following questions which had-been starred were put and answered :— 


By the Hon'ble Rat Mawenpra Caanpra Mirra Banapur :— 


“1. (a) Is it a fact that the paddy-fields of mouzas Sonamukhi, Gazi- The Howrah 
pore, Khanpore, Chaksadar, Jyot Bireswar, Latibpore, Khandarpore, "°° 
Misesbeti pore and Udong in the Ulubaria subdivision of the 
Howrah district are still under water? 


() Are the Government aware that great damage is being done to the 
winter rice crop owing to water being still in the fields referred to above? 


(ec) Will the Government be pleased to state what steps are being taken 
by them for the speedy draining out of the water from these fields ? 


@ Will the Government be pleased to state whether they are consider- 
ing the desirability of giving agricultural loans to the raiyats' affected by the 
water in the said area? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowiry :— 


s (a) Yes; to the extent 8f 14 to 2 feet, as is usually the case at this 

time of the year. — 
() Yes; the crop has been damaged owing to the fact that water is still 

in the fields, but in this area the crop grown is generally broadeast paddy. 


(c) Government are not taking-steps to carry out any work for the 
speedy drainage of this area. The area, as the Hon’ble Member has already 
been informed, will be efficiently drained when effect is given to the Amta 
Drainage project. 

(4) It has been ascertained that in September the Subdivisional Officer 
of Ulubaria offered agricultural loans in this area, and that the applications 


amounted to Rs, 292. This amount was advanced, and no further applica- 
tion has been received.” 


“By the Hon’ble Rat Manenora Cuanrs Mirra Banapur :— 


*2. Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing instruc- Canal 
tions to the Subdivisional Officer of Uluberia for the removal of all attas, i.e. ghecracticee 
bamboo apparatuses for catching fish, and other obstruetions for the froe ® Ulberia. 
passage of excess water from the Banspati Khal ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Cowtry :— * 


“ The i Khal has not been declared a public watercourse under 
the Drainage or Embankment Acts. Government are not therefore in a posi- 


tion to order obstructions in the khal to be removed,” ik 
= 


By the Hon’ble Rat Manenpra Cuannra Mirra Banapur :— 


*3. Is it a fact that last year a large quantity of seed potatoes was sold setiing of aced 
to some merchant in Caleutta by the Agriculture Department and that, the potatoes. 

a were sent at quarter parcel rate—a. concession. granted to the 

jartment for bona fide cultivators taking potatoes for seed, purposes ? 


“ae . ~ . 


. 


Complaints 
regarding seed 
potatoes. 





Duties of a 
Deputy Director 
of Agriculture, 


Agricultural 
work in Bengal, 


¢ « rsh r mpemenrerrey 
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Questions.and Answers. 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“The Eastern Bengal Railway allow quarter rates for potatoes sett 
on bona fide Government purposes. The Agricultural Department select 
seed potatoes in Darjecling. and the potatoes which had been purchased in 
Darjeeling and rejected on selection as being unsuitable for seed were sent _ 
to-Caleutta at quarter rates and sold there.” 


By the Hon'ble Rar MavenpRa Cranpra Mitra Banapur :— ; 

*4, (a) Is it a fact that several complaints have been made by culti- 
vators about the inferior quality, ununiform size and high price of seed 
potatoes supplied by the Agriculture Department ? 


(b) If there is any truth in these complaints; will the Government be 
pleased to state who is responsible for this state of affairs? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (a) Complaints have been made about the small size of seed potatoes 
and about the high price. 


(b) Small potatoes germinate as well as large ones. The rise of price 
in 1917 as compared with 1916 was due to a short crop. In spite of these 
complaints, the demand for seed pgjatoes supplied by the Agricultural 
Department at the end of 1917 was considerably in excess of that of the 
previous year.” 


By the Hon’ble Rat Matenpra CHANDRA Mirra BAHADUR :— 


*5, Will the Government be pleased to state what are the duties of a 
Deputy Director of Agriculture in Bengal! 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“The duties of a Deputy Director of Agriculture in Bengal are the 
supervision of experimental farms, the systematic study of the agricultural 
conditions and requirements of his circle, ,the demonstration of improved 
agricultural methods and of the use of manures, improved seed and suitable 
implements.”” 


By the Hon’ble Rar Manenpra Cuanpra Mitra Bawapur ie 


6. Will the Government: he pleased to state what work has been done 
by the Department of Agriculture in Western Bengal during the last ten 
years, and the amount of money spent during the last five years the « 
Department in Western Bengal as compared with what was spent in Eastern 


Fe Bengal during the same period? 


* 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :-— 


“The Hon'ble Member is referred to “the annual reports of the 
Department. The expenditure incurred in Westérn Bengal is not shown 
in the accounts a the Bengal Presidency separately from that cece te in 


\ i Sed 


a. oe 
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: Questions and Answers. M2 ‘ 
By. the Hon’ble Rat Manenpra Cuaypra Mrrra Banapor :— 





taken to improve the output of sugar in Bengal and to improve the conditions 
of the sugar industry in the province? 


"7. Will the Government be pleased to state what steps have been i= no otal! 





Answer by the Hori’ble Mr. Donatp :-— 


“The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply given to a question asked 
by the Hon'ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray at the meeting held on the 
7th August, 1916, which gives the information up to that date. 


In September 1916, Mr. Annett, the Agricultural Chemist, was deputed c 
to special duty in the United Provinces in connection with the war, and his 
work on date-gur has unavoidably been held in abeyance. 





The examination of a number of Bengal varieties of sugareane in 
regard to the sucrose content of their juices is proceeding at the Dacca 
Farm, and sugarcane setts are distributed from. the agricultural stations.” * 
* y. - 


The answers to the following Unstarred Questions were laid on the 
table :— es ~ 3 


By the Hon’ble Kan Sante Aman ALI :— 


x (2) Ts it a fact that one-fourth of the Chemistry seats in the Chitta-, Muhammaden 

gong College are reserved for Muhammadan students? bee 
(0) If so, will the Government be pleased to. state how many of these College”! 

seats were allotted. to Muhammadan students during the last three years?’ . 





Answer by the Hon’ble MR. O’Matiey :-— 
“ (@) Yes. The reservation has been made for the first time during the 
present session. ie 


(0) The numbers of Mihammadans taking chemistry as a subject: who 
have been admitted into the intermediate classes are— 


OIG HG: 9 >. 4, os eieett 
1916-17, cy ‘ ag “ 
1917-18 = si alae 


By the Hon'ble Kuan Sant AMAN Att:— 


Tl. (a) Isita fact that the Chittagong College is able to accommodate Chemistry 
another 15 to 20 students for Chemistry ? Suinegee 

‘b) If 80, are the Government considering the desirability of -increas- Cols. 
ing the number of Chemistry seats in the College? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Matiry :-— 


aes Sie) los : 

~ ab) A scheme for ‘increasing the accomnibdation of the intermediate 
istry classes has had to be kept in. abeyance owing to financial strin- 

gency.” oe 
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he Questions and Answers. 


sy the Hon’ble Karan Saurp Aman ALI:— * 

Spoarding IL. (@, Will the Government be pleased to state the total number of 
segommodation students in the Chittagong College during the last three years as compared 
with the number of Muhammadan students ¢ 

(b) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the need of the 
Muhammadan’ students of Chittagong College for an enlargement of their 

+ hoarding accommodation * 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of seats that 
have been provided for Hindu students and the number for Muhammadan 
students in the boarding-house attached to the College! 

i (d) Is it a fact that the Hindu students are accommodated in a two- 
‘ storied pucca building, while the Muhammadan students are accommodat 
in an unprotected thatched house, which has no compound! 
(e) Are the Government aware that this distinction has hurt the feel- 
ings of the Muhammadan students of that College ? 








Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’MAtiry :— e 
© (@) The figures are— 
* « Year.” ‘Total, Mubammadans:; 
1915 287° 59 
1916 ii on wey oy Od - 83 
1917 ay 829 95 


(0) Yes. The matter is now under the consideration of Government. 
(c) 40 seats have been provided for Hindus and 18 for Muhammadans. 
(d) The Hindu hostel is a two-storied pucca building, and the Muham- 


- madan hostel is a kutcha house, which is reported. to be in no way unsatis- 
lactory. Neither hostel has a compound, 
(€) No.” 


By the Hon'ble Kuan Sans Aman ALI:— 


Ticieess in the IV. (a) Is ita fact that a considerably larger number of students than 

amber of formerly have passed the Matriculation Examination from Chittagong dur- 
olane stents ing the last few years? 

(b) Is it a fact that the President of the governing body of the Chitta- 

Ks gong College has made a representation to Government, for the establishment 

of a second grade College at Chittagong, or for provision for additional 

seats and combination of subjects in the present College?” - 


i f (c) What effect (if any) have the Government given or are they giving 

i to the said representation ¢ 

. ; "Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mattry :— = 

Bi Sie da) ea, Sa ‘ 

| : ® Mo : 

iS (c) In view of the reply to (b) this question does not arise.” ~ 

q By the Hon'ble Kuan Samp Aman ALI:— 

ets 
‘Toaohing of V. (a) Is it a fact that the Government have sanctioned the shi 
Ginger ~ of Logic in the Chittagong College? S kasestas 


College. (b) If so, will the Government be pleased to state when effect will be 
| ieee given to that it : 
| : = : x 
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Questions and Answers. 
: Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Maiiry :— 


“ (a) Yes. . 
(b) It is hoped to secure affiliation for the session of 1919-20.” 


By the Hon'ble Kuan Samim Aman ALi :— 


VI. (@ Has the attention of Government been drawn to the fact that Grievances of 
the students of the Chittagong College are feeling the want of combina- *{vdents in 
tion in Logic, Philosophy, Honours in English, and also the want of addi- (uiige"® 
tional seats in Chemistry ¢ 


(b) If so, will the Gcvernment be pleased to state what scheme, if any, 
they: have in contemplation to remove these wants and when the scheme is 
likely to be given effect to? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O'MALLEY :— 


“ @ Government are aware that extended affiliation and additional 
seats in chemistry would improve the College. As stated in the reply to 
question No. 9, it is hoped to secure affiliation in logic for the ‘session of 
1919-20. 


(b) A-scheme for the construction of a separate building for the physics 
department and for alterations in, the existing science building, so that it 

can be used for chemistry alone, has had to be kept in abeyance owing to ‘ 
financial stringency.” 


By the Hon’ble Kian Sanip Aman ALI: 


_ VII. (@) Is it a fact that the Government of India have expressed a Conyersion of 
desire to convert successful High English schools into second grade High English 


Colleges ? Schools into 


Colleges. 
(6) If so, will the Government be pleased to state what measures they 
are taking to give effect to the wishes of the Government of India‘ 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O'Mauiry :— 


* (@) and (6) The Government of Bengal have received no communica- 
tion on the subject from the Government of India.” “ 


By the Hon’ble Kran Saupe Aman ALt:— 


VIII. (a) Are the Government aware that the University have sanc- ‘Number of 
tioned the seats noted below to the Government and the aided High English seats in echools. 
schools of this Province ¢ 





1, Class X ven ee ve BO 

4 ore sf 50 

2. Class VIIT 40 
iy VIL ae 40 e 
Re VI ae mya al 40 
Boe eM Scene 30 





‘ since 4 Be Sern 
; gc Ce ay ts wa 80 





"(Pann 1VA ee 




















Questions and Answers. 


. 

(b) Are the Government also aware that the Inspector of Schools, 
Chittagong, has curtailed 15 seats in each of the first 2 classes, 5 seats in 
each of the second 2 classes and 10 seats in each of the third 2 classes? 

(c) Are the Government also aware that the effect of the Inspector's 
circular has been that. some 60 Muhammadan boys have been reméved from 
Moslem High English sschools ? : 

(d) Ave the Government considering the desirability of withdrawing 
the circular in question ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, O'MALLEY :— 


“ @ The Hon'ble Member is referred to the reply given to: clause () 
of question No. VII at the meeting of the Council held on 20th November, 
1917. Ri 


(b) An extract from circular No. 16919-22, dated the 14th December, 
1916, from the Inspector of Schools, Chittagong Division, to the Head, Masters 
of Government high schools in that division is laid on the table. 


(c) No. 
(d) No.” 





An extract from Circular referred to in the answers by the Hon'ble 
Mr. O'Malley to question No. VILL (wnstarred) (b) asked by the Hon'ble 
Khan Sahib Aman Ali at the Couneil meeting of the 22nd January, 
1918 


No. 16918-22, dated Chittagong, the 14th December, 1916. 
From—M. P. West, Esq, B.A. officiating Inspector of Schools, 
Chittagong Division, i¢ 
To—The Head Masters of all Government High Schools in the 
Chittagong Division. ~ : 


Ir is a mattor of teaching experience that efficient work cannot be done 
with classes of more than 30 boys. You will therefore please consider it 
an absolute ¥ule that in Government Schools in this Division not more than 
35 boys may be enrolled in any section of classes X or TX, VUI, VII, not 
more than 80 in classes VI, V, 1V, III. Your promotions and admissions 


- should be made accordingly. 


Hreo studentships 
for Muliammadan 
students, 


schools, of which a copy is laid on the table.” 5 


By the Hon'ble Kuan Sante Aman ALi :— : - 


IX. (@) Is it a fact that the Government have reduced the grant of 
§ per cent. of free studentships to Muhammadan students on the whole 
Ponuletien of the schvol to 8 per cent. on the Muhammadan population of 
rhe schoo! 


6) If so, are the G t ideri > desirabili i 
he < ans beh) e Government considering the desirability of Fetiante 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O'Mattry :— 
“(@) No € “ : 
‘ 
(+) The Hon'ble Member-is referted to rules 4 and 5 of the rules for 
the award of free studentships in Government and in eee led 


* - me Sh 
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Questions and Answers. 


“Rules referred to in the answer by the Hon'ble Mu. O’Maurey io question No. 1X 
aM (unstarred) asked: by the Hon'ble Kuan Sauim Awan Aui at the Council 
sheeting of the 22nd January, 1918, for the award of free-studentships in 
Government as well asgn Government-aided schools, : 











(@) Froe-studentships in Government schools “under the control of managing 
committees are awarded by the committee. 


(H) ‘The Inspector and the Inspectress of Schools control the award of free-student- 

ships in Government schools for boys (including mixed schools) and Government schoola 
«for girls, respectively, which are not wader managing committees, 

2. Teachers in Government schools drawing salaries not exeseding Rs. 50 a month 
are allowed the privilege of educating, in the school in which they are employed, one 
child free and one, child at hal€ the usual rate of fees, Head Masters or Head Misirecnee 
may grant these concessions, 


3. _ Government pensioners (other than menials) who have retired from service in the 
Department of Public Instruction, and whose pensions do not excved Rs. 25 a month, may 
be allowed the samo privileges as teachers in Government school. The concessions may 
also be extended to the orphans bf officers who died in the sarvice of the department while 
in the receipt of pay not exceeding Rs. 50 a month; and also to the orphans of 
Pensioners of the department, (other than menials) who were drawing pensions not 
exceeding Rs, 25 a month. ~ 


4. In Government as woll as in Government-aided schools the numbers of non- 
Muhammadan and Muhammadan free students ordinarily be 5 per cent, of their 
respective enrolments exéluding free places granted in terms of the two preceding rules as 
well as scholarship-holders who have been granted fr6e tnition. 


5. In view of the backwardness of the Moslem community Muhammadan papils in 
Government ai well as in Government-aided schools will be allowed additional free places 


(over and above those provided for in the preceding rule) up toa limit of a ferthee 
10 per cent. of their own eftolment. 


&. [No pupil shall be eligible for a free-stadentship who is above the age-limite 
prescribed in the appendix on.the Ist January of the yeat in which the award is made, 

7. Boys above those age-limits, who have already been awarded free-atudentships, 
may pe allowed! to enjoy these privileges so long as they fulfil the conditions laid down in 
rule 8, 


‘romees ree-studentships are awarded on conditions “of good condnot and satisfactory 
Progress as determined by school examinations. 





















APPENDIX. : 
5 Age limitation, est 
Paesinescy AxD BoRDWAN 
imionse Nema “ 
Agetinit 
= ee -~ se 
Years, Years. 
x 16 I y 
x 1 u 
Vill it Ir 
vu 13 Iv 
“VI 12 Standard VI 
We 1 Snel 
Iv 10 rage 8 3 
ir 9 Paes 





By the Hon'ble Kwan Sanm Aman Aur :— 

ng x. Are the Government aware that the Gpx’s Bazar Subdivigion Proposed High 
in Chi a sce ile sa nearly two lakhs and fifty thousand of Muham- Pes} spool 
madans and Buddhists, is not provided with a high English school? 


Improvement of 
the educational 
condition of 
Cox's Bazar 
people. 


Proposed middle 
English school 






Bringing. 
villages within 
‘easy reach of 
District Board 
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Questions and Answers. 
(6) Is ita fact that the late Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam, 


in granting a provineialised middle English school for that place, promised 


_ to raise the status of the school to that of a high English school? 


(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to state whether it is intended 
to establish a provincial high English school there?» "i 
(d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether, if the cost of the 
site and buildings for such a school are subscribed for locally, they wottld be 
disposed to take in hand the establishment of such a school ¢ 
. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr O™Mauey :— 


“@ Yes. ms 
(b) No such promise is traceable. 


(c) No. F ila 
(d) Tho establishment of Government high schools at subdivisional head- 
quarters is not in accordance w ith the general policy of Government, and 


Government are therefore not prepared to give the undertaking suggested.” 


By the Hon'ble Kuay Sante Aman Aur :— 
XI. (a) Are the Government aware that the people of Cox’s Bazar 


Subdivision are all Government tenants paying a rent or revenue amounting 
nearly to four lakhs of rupees? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of improving the 
educational conditions of the people of this subdivision ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’MALLEY :— 


“ (a) Approximately one-half of the area. of Cox's Bazar subdivision 
is Government khas mahal paying a revenue of Rs. 3,70,239. 

(b) The improvement of educational conditions in this subdivision 
has received constant attention and numerous steps have been taken towards 
this end.” ~ 


By the Hon'ble Kian Santn Aman Att :— 


XII. (@ Is it a fact that Kutubdia, an island in Chittagong, has a 
population consisting of 15,000, of whom 13,000 are Muhammadafi 
cultivators and 2,000 low class Hindus, and that it yields a revenue of over 
Rs. 40,0004 

(0) Is it a fact that there is neither a’ middle English school nor a 
junior Madrassa in the island? 


(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of providing a 
provincialised middle English school or a junior Madrassa in ¢) is place? 
Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O'Matney — 


“ (a) The population is 15,316, of whom 2,322 are Hindus and 12,994 
are yeneme lans. The current revenue demand is Rs. 41,783. ‘ 
es. Bs 
Q No such proposal has been submitted to Government.” “4 
By the Hon'ble Kuan Sans Aman Ant :— 
. XIII. Will the Government be pleased to state what eee has teen 
taken by each of the District Boards in Bengal in regard to the Government 


Resolution No. 1478 Medical, dated the 3ist August, 1917, Government 
letter No. 2752 Medical, dated the 18th September, 1917, aia cet of 


f ee 
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bringing all the villages within easy reach of the District Board dispensaries, 
and whether any donation or grant in any shape has been offered by private 
gentlemen in this connection, and, if so, what measures have been’ taken to 
utilise the money ? ssa 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donatp :-— 


“Government have no information on the pee and they propose to 
leave the Boards the opportunity of dealing with the question’ before taking 
further action.” 


By the Hon’ble Kuan Sanip Aman Att :— 


XIV. (a)-Is it a fact that the Government intend to provide Medival ere 


schools in the Chittagong, Rajshahi and Burdwan Divisions ? neers od 


(6) If so, will the Government be pleased to state how far the plan for “isons 
the establishment of such schools has advanced, especially in Chittagong? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donatp :— -- 


“ The question of the establishment of Medical schools at centres out- 
side Calcutta is now under the consideration of Government. No decision 
has yet been arrived at.” 


By the Hon’ble Kuan Sante AMAN Axi :— 


XV. (a) Are the Government aware that Nagendra Nath Ray II (Roll The caseof two 
Cal. No, 1477) of the Ripon College, who received 359 marks in the aggregate Mulammadan 
was notified as having passed the last B.A» Examination long after the results ttdents at the 
were published ? Examination. 

(6) Is it a fact that-although he was twice given grace marks, there still 
remained one mark short of the requisite pass marks, namely, 360. 

(c) Is it also a fact that two Muhammadan students (Roll Cal. No. 59, i 
St. Paul's C. M. College, and Roll Chi. No. 10, Chittagong College) who 
secured the same number of marks, namely, 359, without any grace, were 
faiied ? 

(2) If so, are the Government cosideerng the desirability of making an 
inquiry into the matter and of moving the University to grant the two 
-Muhammadan students me eet of obtaining the pass dees, which was * 
granted in the case of the Hindu student ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mauiey :— 
“@, (b) and (¢) Government have no information. 
(@) No.” 


By the Hon'ble Basu Buabenpra Cuanpra Ray :— 


XVI. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a state- Bucapens 
sen izing for each of the last ten years— ‘Managers uoder 
() the names of all such Europeans or Anglo-Indians as are or Court of Words. 
: have been employed in the work of management of Estates 
nee the Court of Wards in Bengal and their respective 
bee 





ii) the amount drawn by each per year as salagy; i 
iti) the al allowances, if any, drawn by each; ‘ 
(i) the travelling. charges and allowances drawn by each; a 


A 


ed ; a Y 


Statement referred to by 
the Hon'ble Basu 
January, 1918, showing 
work of management 
incurred from estate funds on account 
allowances and travelling charges, 
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Questions and. Answers, 


(v) the conveyance charges at the headquarters debited’ to the Estate 
‘or 5 . 


(vi) the house ‘allowances or 
and 


(vii) any other expenses of & 


account of each t 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 
“A statement is laid on the table.” 


rent or house allowances, and other expel 










































the Hon’ble MR. Kerr to questio: 
BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY at 
the names of Europeans or 
of estates under ti 
of 


conveyance 


he Court 


house rents paid on account of each; 


‘personal nature debited to the Estate on 


n No. XVI (unstarred) asked by 
the Council Meeting of the 22nd 
Anglo-Indians. employed in the 
of Wards and the expenditure 


nses of a personal nature. 





their salary personal allowance, travelling 
charges at the headquarters, house- 












































‘ae as antion of i 1 ont | aa 

‘and the estate in wl | Salary. ——, . the bead- o | re Remaneb, 
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Questions and Answers. 


By the Hon’ble Banu BaaBENDRA Cuanpra Ray :-— 


Alleged torture XVII. (@) With reference to the allegations of torture made against 
is cred "the police by détenw Nalini Kanta Ghosh, which was stated to have formed 
i tlie subject of an inquiry in the answer to unstarred question No. XXXIX > 
asked at a meeting of the Legislative Council held on the 3rd July, 1917, will 
the Government be pleased to state the result of the said inquiry! _ 
(b) Will the Government be pleased to layon the tablea copy of. the 
statement made by the said Nalini Kanta Ghosh, to the District py or 
#f Dacea, as also the medical report about him by the Civil Surgeon Dacea 
and the Assistant Surgeon-of Narayanganj! . ‘ 
(c) Is it a fact that there is an entry in a register kept at the Dacca 
Central Jail; indicating the marks of violence on the person of the said 
Nalini Kanta Ghosh at the time of his admission into the said jail! Will 
the Government be pleased to lay on the table any such entry or statement 
which may be contained in any of the jail records ¢ 


«Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ Nalini Kanta Ghosh was arrested on the 5th August, 1916, and 
arrived at Calcutta in custody on the 11th August. On the 17th August he 
was sent to Allahabad to stand his trial. He was produced before a Magis- 
irate there but made no complaint of ill-treatment in Calcutta, and there is 
no record of any injuries being found on him then. While at Allahabad he 
wrote two letters, one to his uncle and the other to his brother, in which he 
mentioned the fact that he had been kept at Calcutta for seven days and 
asked for arrangements to. be made for his defence, but there was not the 
slightest hint of any ill-treatment at the hands of the police. On the 31st 
August he was sent to Narayanganj to stand his trial there, and was pro- 
duced before the Subdivisional Officer on-the 2nd September, when for the 

ie first time he complained of ill-treatment by the police in Caleutta between 
the 10th gnd 17th August. He was examined by the Civil Assistant Sur- 
geon, who reported that there were a number of scratches, bruises and 
3 abrasions on his person, some of which he described as severe. Nalini Kanta 
Ghosh was transferred to the Dacca Jail and examined on the 18th Sep- 
tember by the Civil Surgeon, who reported that there were some faint marks 
on his wrist, upper arm and back, the results of very superficial scratches; * 
he described them all as slight. 

_ On receipt of these reports an inquiry was made by Government, with 
the result that they considered it established that the allegations ainst 
the Calcutta police were false. Government do not consider it desirable to 
lay on the table the reports and statements regarding thecase The case is 
now nearly eighteen months old. while Nalini Kanta Ghosh has been an 
absconder for_over a year.” fr 





ae - By the Hon’ble Banu Buanenpra CHanpra Ray :— 


Certain remarks XVIII. (a) With reference to the statement made under section V 
< eed last of the Police Administration Report for 1916, to the effect that “a good deal 
saitaistration Of eloquence has lately been expended on the subject of increased expendi- 
Report. ture on the Police,” will the Government be pleased to state whether this 
a has reference to certain discussions by non-official members in this Council 
in connection with the last Budget 4 2 : : 
: (b) Tf not, will the Government be pleased to explain the reference in 
sthe passage quoted above? a 
(c) If the answer to clause (a) be in the affirmative, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to stale— 
(i) if it is usual for Heads of Departments to make such observations 
3 in rd_to discussions in the Legislative Council; and. 
‘ (i) what rules, if any, written or unwritten, are there governing the 
we i action . Departments in this matter? Pee 
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Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :-— 


“The remark was made by the author of the report on the basis of 
the published information available te him, from whatever sources it may eae 
have been derived. The unwritten rules governing the matter are those 
based on etiquette and good feeling, and in the present instance Government 
see no reason to suppose that they have been infringed.” 3 


By the Hon'ble Banu Brasennra Cuannra Ray :— 


XIX. (a) Will the Government he pleased to make a full statement © 
of the facts and circumstances of a Civil suit which was instituted in the 
Mansifi’'s Court at Balurghat a few months ago by a private gentleman 
against Mr. Burton, Superintendent of Police, and in respect of which a 
decree has-been passed ¢ 

(6) Is it a fact that on appeal by Mr. Burton, the decision of the Mun- 
siff of Balurghat has been upheld by the District Judge of Dinajput? 
What findings were arrived at by the two Courts on the points at issue? 

i) Was any special application made by the defence to have the appeal 
heard by the District Judge? If so, what were the reasons for such an 
application ? * 

(@) Is it a fact that the Government Pleader of Dinajpur was engaged 
in both the Courts to defend Mr. Burton at the cost of Government? If 
80, what total cost has been incurred by Government in the defence of the 

_ Suit up to date? 





Superintendents 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (a) and (6) The facts of the case and the findings of the two: Courts 
are given in the judgment of the appellate Court, a copy of which is laid 
on the table. ® 

(c) No. The Government pleader, on his own initiative and to. suit 
his own convenience, verbally requested the District Judge not to transfer 
the appeal from his file. 

(¢) No. ‘It was only in the lower Court that the Government: pleader 
conducted the defence at the cost of Government; in the’ appellate Court. 
Mr. Burton himself engaged him. The cost incurred by Government in the 
defence of the suit has amounted to Rs, 489-13-3.” 


Copy of the judgment referred to by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr in his answer to 
question No. XIX (unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Babu Bhabendra 
Chandra Ray at the Council meeting of the 22nd January 1918. 


HEADING OF DECISION OF APPEAL. 
APPEAL NO. 36 OF 1917M. 
a The 17th December, 1917, 


e Appeal from the decision of Babu 8, C. Mukharji, Munsif of Balurghat 
dated 29th January, 1917. . 


Mr, L, H. Barton rth .. Appellant, 
¥e Versus. 
Lalit Chandra Das ope ve Respondent. 
For appellant ; Babu Jatindra M. Sen. 
; Z : Government Pleader. 
i For respondent —.., + Babu Ramesh Chandra Neogy, 
: Government Pleader! 
~ RS sey nace ’ 
Judgment. 


1. Tue plaintiff-respondent Lalit Chaudra Dus. sued Mr. Burton, Siperin- 
tendent of Police, of Dinajpur, for Ra. 150 damages for wrongfully breakin 
down a barbed wire fence separating the Porsha ti compound from a plo’ 


, e: ‘ » 
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of land on the north, Plaintiff says'that he took settlement of this land in 
1910 and put up the fence in 1911 to protect his crops from the cattle and ~ 
horses of the thana officers and that on 17th February, 1915; Mr, Burton crossed. 
his land at night on an elephant and finding his passage obstructed by the 
fence broke his way throngh it and next morning had the whole fence, 125 
cubits long, destroyed 


2, Defendant’s ease is that the plaintiff is only a benamidar for-his 
brother Satis who was Sub-Inspector of Porsha from 1908 to 1910 and who 
acquired some 300 bighas of lan while he was there, He says that a cart 
tract over the plaint land has existed for over 30 years and has been conti+ 
nuonsly used by the public. The passage was first obstracted in May, 1913, 
but the fence’ was at once broken down by the officer in charge of the thana. 

.. A fence was put up again in September, 1914 and the police objected to it 
and Satis Babu promised to remove it but did not do so. On 17th February, 
1915, Mr. Burton and his assistant Mr, Bell found their passage obstructed 
by the fer and Mr. Bell took his elephant over it and next morning the 
defendant instructed the police to remove so much of the fence as was 
necéasary to open the passage. A few pore were accordingly pulled up, 
but no*damage was done to the wire. The defendant claims that what was 
done was justifiable as an assertion of the right of way-and that in any case 
the total damage did not exceed Rs. 5. 








3, The learned Munsif has decreed the ‘suit in part estimating the 
damage at Rs. 45. 


4, In appeal it is contended that the plaintiff must be only a benumidar 
for his brother Satis, because he, had not enough money to buy the land, 
and because he and Satis contradict each other as to how the. purchase came 
to be made, and because it is extremely unlikely that the plaintiff! who 
lives at Bogra, would buy land in: such a.distant ‘and out of the way place 
as Porsha, It isalso pointed out that Satis Babu more than once paid the « 
rent and did so without instructions from the plaintiff, 


5. There are certainly grounds for suspecting that Satis Baba is the 
real owner, but the title deeds are in the plaintiff's name and there is 
evidence that it was the plaintiff! who provided the money. Tt is ubvious 
that Satis Babu must have advised and negotiated the purchase, but there 
is nothing incredible in the story that the money was paid by his brother 
who isa Munsif’s Sheristadar... The inconveniences of holding land in 80 
remote a place as. Porsa would be felt by Satis Babu just as much as by the 
paint, since Satis Babu’ was not permanent at Porsa, It appears from 

‘atis Babu’s own evidence and from that of plaintiff's witnesses 6 and 7 that - 
Satis Babu has in fact acquired some land at Porsa on his own behalf and that 
that‘land is immediately north of the plaint land, But there is no evidence 
psyeua some suspicious circumstances. to show that) the plaint land too 
Sigh Ne him, The suit, cannot be dismissed on mere suspicion of 
this kind, 


6. I think the learned’ Munsif is wrong in doubting whether any path 
aver existed. Apart from the evidence of police officers there is the evidence 
of D, W. 2a patwari, who several times used the path, And it is incredible 
that this dispute would ever have arisen unless there was a path there at 
some time or other. " 


7. The learned: Munsif’s own finding is that Mr. Burton lost his 
temper because the passage over the plaint land was unexpectedly found 
closed. Mr. Burton had four times inspected Porsa thana and had once 
spent the Christmas holidays there. If he expected to find the passage 
open itis obvious that he must have found it open ou previous occasions. 
The learned Munsif apparently. bas so poor’ an opinion of the temper. of an 
. Buropean officer that he credits the Superintendent of Police with haying 
ordered the immediate demolition of the whole fence, not because it blocked 
a previously existing @ath, but simply because it happened to stand in his 
way. I know nothing about Mr, Burton, but I am not prepared to believe 
that-any responsible officer of Government would commit wanton damage for 
such a chi’ reason. And I have no doubt that when Mr. Bu who 


must have known the way to the thana, crossed the plant land in the dark on 
a Rocnucd « 


es 


i 


lying on the ground to cut their legs and feet. So it look 
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4 
Lae 

an elephant, he did so"*because he had been that way before. Mr. Burton was 

Fpperpieasent of Police in this sea from February, 1913 to November, 

1915, and he cannot have expected to find an open passage there if the fence 

has existed since 1911 as the plaintiff and his witnesses say. x2 


4%. The learned Munsif hag believed the plaintiff's witness and dis- 
believed the defence witnesses on all points on very insufficient grounds in 
my opinion. TI particularly disagree with his manner of rejecting the whole 
of the evidence of Sub-Luspector Raj Kumar Chakrabatti and calling him “a 
deliberate perjurer” on the mere ground that he said that he was once 
degraded for six months, when the tte showed that he was degraded for 
ayear. The Gazette notification was never brought to the Sub-Inspector’s 
notice and he had no opportunity of explaining it. It was apparently shown 
to the Munsif behind the back of the witness and without the knowledge of 
the defence pleader, There was no motive for a deliberate perjury on such a 


trivial point as whether the period of degradation was six months or a year * 


and T have no doubt that the Sub-Inspector could have explained the matter 


. ifhe’had hada chance. In my opinion the Sub-Inspector’s evidence read as 


a whole, is much more reliable than that of the plaintiff's principal witnesses 

who have certainly lied oa several points. The plaintiff and his brothér 

“Satis contradict each other several times about the purchase of the land, and 

Satis Babu contradicts Sris Babu about the ,wholesale destruction of the 

fence. Ihave no hesitation in accepting the defence evidence thata cart 

sien Sore the plaint land did exist and was in constant use up to Septem- 
er, 1914, 


9. But I cannot accept the argument of the pppallant's pleader that the 
mere existence of the path wasa sufficient justification for breaking down 
the fence. The plaintiff primd facie had a right to fence his own land. And 
the defendant was not justified in breaking any portion of the fence unless he 
iad a right of way over the land. The defence claims a right of way on the 
ground of user for over’ 20 years. But there are only. two witnesses who 
speak of ancient user, namely,a dafadaranda cultivator, defendant witnesses 
Sand 6. And they cannot be-relied on because they contradict each other as 
to the description of the path of which they enjoyed the use. They both 
agreed in the first instance that it was a cart track 8 or 10 cubits wide, but in 
cross-examination the cultivator said that where the crops were standing the 
path was never more than 24 cubits wide, while the dafadarsaid that 8 or 10 
cubits were always left free of crops. ‘The dafadar, moreoyer, has had no 
occasion to use the path for a longer period than 10 or Lt years, and it is not 
clear why the cultivator should have used the path at all. T hold that it is 
not proved that the path has been in existence for over 20 years. 


10, I think, however, that it is highly probable that it has been in 
existence so long. For (though there is some evidence that the land was in 
cultivation before the purchase) the plaintiff particularly mentions that he 
parchased fallow land, and if the land was fallow when the thana was built: 
40 years ago, it is obvious that the thana officers and people visiting the 
thana would cross it rather than go round it, In view however of my find- 
ing that 20 years user is not established by the evidence I hold that the 
defendant has not proved that he had any right to break a passage through 
the fence, His plea of justification ought to have been supported by con- 
clusive evidence of 20 years user. 

‘4. The Basement Act (Act V of 1882) does not apply to Bengal, but I 
notice that by section 36 of that Act the owner of an easement cannot himself 
abate a wrongful obstruction of it. I apprehend, however, that he can do 
so-in Bengal if he is prepared to prove that the easement exists. 

12, ‘The amount of; damage: done has undoubtedly been exaggerated by 

Sris Babu, who says that every bit of the fence was destroyed and who is 


contradicted by Satis Babu himself on that point. For Sutis Babu found 


some post still standing. On the other hand the defence witnesses must have 

too. little of the damage ‘done. They say that no wire at all was cut. 
But the Dafadar’s evidence shows that the uprooted gone mare carried away. 
And iit stands to reason that the thana offieers did not leave Eee me 
as if one. 





* 


length of the wires must have been removed. 1 donot krow the usual length | 


Proposed 
amendment of 
the Bongal 
Bettled Ketates 
Act. 
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ofa strand of barbed wire, but it cunshardly be lessthih 50 feet. And if the 
wire was cuit, I imagine that at least.50 feet of the fénce must have been re- 
moved. The opening must, therefore, have been unnecessarily large. And 
the plaintiff has exaggerated it into a destruction of the whole fence in order 
to defeat the plea of justification. The old materials were used in re-trecting 
the fence so the actual damage to the plaintiff was peabel yy, ouly the cost of 
the labour. Some of the posts may, however, have ad to be replaced as_the 
fence was not put up again for six months. I think the learned Munsif’s esti- 
mate of Rs, 45 as the amount of damage caused to the plaintiff: may under the 
circumstances not be too large, though if the fence had been re-erected at 
once the defendant’s estimate of Rs. 5 would probably been nearer the 
mark. 


The result is that I affirm the decision of the lower Court and dismiss the 
appeal with costs. < 


R. GARLIOKR, ‘ 
District Judge. 


+ Divnagpur ; 
The 17th December, 1917, 


By the Hon'ble Banu Buasenpra CHanpra Ray :— 


XX. ) With reference to the answer given on the 5th March, 1918, , 
in the Bengal Legislative Council, to a question asked by the Hon'ble, 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, regarding the amendment of the 


Bengal Settled Estates Act of 1904, will the Government be pleased to state 


the purport of the report submitted by the Committee referred to in the said 
answer and the amendments suggested by them? , 


© 
(b) Has the attention of Government been drawn to a resolution adopted 


at the recent Conference of Bengal Zamindars regarding the desirability of 
having a legislative enactment to protect the estates o zamindars against 
partition and encumbrance? a 


(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to say whether they are 
considering the desirability of appointing a Committee to suggest the lines on 
which the Bengal Settled Estates Act may be aimended so as to make it 
more popular? * 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“(a) The purport of the Committee's report is stated in the answer 
the question feereadts by the Hon'ble Srcber a i" g 


The amendments suggested were as follows :~ 


_ (2) that the functions of the Local Government should be confined to 
the determination of the question whether the family of the 
applicant for settlement is of the necessary status, and that the 
subsequent proceedings should be conducted by a Civil Court 
selected for the purposes of each case by the Local Government 
or the Commissioner; : m3 : 


(2) that the period of settlement should itione 
slants o! lement sl ould be extended to an agditional: 


* 
* 


. ; He! 
» » (8) that the powers of revocati ‘ i should bi 
Whee es eat & aanamnpanrien i, carts ne 
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(4) that the fed payable uy an application should be reduced to a 
eS nominal sum or abolished, and that the duty should be realized 
as a probate duty on each occasion on hich a succession 

_. @ceurs; and » 
(5) that the financial condition of the estate should’not be published. 


(4) Yes. 
(c) The subject of appointing a Committee is not at present under the 
consideration of Government. It appears from the resolution referred to 
in clause (b) of the question that the Conference of Bengal Zamindars 
intended to have the subject examined by a Committee of Zamindars before 
inemorialising Government.” 


By the Hon'ble Basu Buanenpra Cuannra Ray :— 


XXII. win the Government be pleased to explain the system of super- 
vision over village chaukidars which is stated to have been introduced by 
Mr. Whalley, Superintendent of Police, Jessore, with success? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ The object of the system is to secure systematic and efficient patrols by 
chaukidars at the most dangerous periods of the night. A fixed number of 
chaukidars of each union parade at a different fixed point-within the union 
on each night of the week. They do not arrive at the fixed point. before 

- 10 p.m. and ntust leave again for their homes between 3 and 4 A.M. looking 
up bad characters on the way. The points are fixed, preferably near the 
«residence of a member of the panchayat or other responsible villager willing 
~ “ato supervise the arrangements ahd the chaukidars are selected so that as large 
a portion of the union as possible is covered. The chaukidars report vital 
statistics, facts regarding bad characters and anything else of importance, 
and the panchayat, villager or daffadar, who receives this information, des. 
patches it to the president panchayat. and to the thana officer. Similarly, any 
information and orders received from the thana are communicated to the 
chaukidars ‘at. the fixed point. The ordinary parades before the president 
panchayat and thana officer are.abolished. excepti ng the quarterly pay parade: 
The District Magistrate reports that public opinion welcomed the scheme 
and that the results are promising. The Range Deputy Inspector-General 
in inspecting the district also observed that crime had been checked owing to 
the greater vigilance enforced.” 


By the Hon’ble Banu Buanenpra Cranpra Ray :— 


XXII. Ae) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of new 
» thanas which have been created in each district since 1912? 

(6) How far has the number of cognizable crimes been affected in cach 

area since the creation of such new thanas? 


Answer by the Hon'ble ‘Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (a) A statement containing the information is laid on the table. 

4 sO} his fluctuations of Dosteke crime are govermed by ‘various causes 
and mment see no advantage in undertaking a troublesome oouutaiian 
of figures which would compare the variations by one standard,only, and to 
that extent would be merely misleading.” ~ : 


% ey 
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Statement referred to in the anstoer bye the Hon'ble Mn. ‘Kene to question 
No. XXII (a) (unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble. Banu BHABENDRA 
Cuanpra Ray at-the Council Meeting of the 22nd January, 1918. 


ce Number of new police. 
Names of dintriete. prea ti 
191 


Pankura 2 
Dirbhum 
Burdwan 
Howrah 
Jessore 
Khulna 
Rajshahi 
Rangpur 
Dinajpur 
Pabna 
Bogra 
Malda 
Dacca 
Mymensingh 
. Faridpur > 
|. Bakargan) 
Ohittagong 
. Tippera 








SPrrPyeeRr 


BES 
‘s , 
Deora mast eanr 


. 
eS 





= 








23 


‘Total 


[el osees 


Nors.—-No new thana hae been created during the period im auy of the districts not naned. es A 


By the Hon'ble Banu Buapenpra CHanpra Ray :— ~ 


XXII. (@ Will the Government be pleased to make @ statement giv- 
ing the names and ages of any political prisoners in Bengal who may have 
heen kept under observation or treatment for mental derangement during the _ 
Jast. two years, and the period of detention undergone by such prisoners ¢ 

0) In which of these instances, if amy, were the person or personskept 
in solitary confinement, and for what periods were they so kept previous to 
such treatment or observation ? 

(c) How. and where is each of these persons being treated now ? 


(d) Will the Government be pleased to make a similar statement. with 
regard to.any political prisoners who may have developed symptoms of 
tuberculosis ? * f ear ae cen 


~ ‘ risen . ~ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


~ (a), (P) and (c), Besides Tyotieh Chandra Ghoshy the particulars of 
whose case are given in answer to question No. , one other State 
prisoner was kept under ‘observation for suspected mental derangemsot, but 


- as the Medical rd reported that he was quite sane, it is not consi 


desirable to give his fame or particulars regarding him. Another person 
who was made a State eye in August, 1916, and is stated to have 
suffered from his  childhoo from religious delusions, was re to have 
developed suicidal tendencies in March, 1917. The medical reported 


—— i 
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that he should not be sent toan” asylum. “Another State prisoner was there- 
tore placed with him in his cell amd he was kept under observation, He 
was finally released to the care of his relatives on the 3rd September, 1917. 
It is not considered desirable to publish his name. 


° , (4) No State prisoners have been reported to have developed tuber- 
culosis.”” 





| By the Hon’ble Basu Buasenpra Cuanpra Ray :— 


XXIV. (a) Will the Government be pleased to make a-statement with — Biba 2 
regard to Jyotish. Chandra Ghosh, m.a.,a political prisoner, noting the politioal prising 
present condition of his health and his place of confinement ? ol 


(b) Is there any truth in the statement that he has become insane 


e (c) Is it.a fact that his relatives have not succeeded in getting an inter- 
view with him although several attempts have been made with this object ¢ 





Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 





“@), (0) and {9 The Hon'ble Member is referred to the. answer given 
to question No. LXTX.” : 


By the Hon’ble Rat Manenpra CHanpra Mrrra Bananur :— 


XXV. (a) Is it a fact that Munsiffs and Sub-Judges used to be ‘taniters of 
transferred once during the Easter holidays and again during the Puja ea 
R vatktion ? e udicial officers, 
(b) Will the Government be pleased to state whether this practice has | 
heen discontinued of late ? = 


(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of making these 
transfers once a year, during the Christmas vacation ? 





Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :-— 


~* (a) From 1900 to 1916 a limited number of. transfers took place each 
year at Easter as well as during the Puja vacation. _ ps 


@ In 1917 there were no general transfers at Easter, although, for 
special reasons, there were isolated transfers on various dates between Easter 
and the Puja. vacation, 


~ (e) No proposal to make transfers during the Christmas vacation only is 
under the consideration of Government or of’ the High Court on. wi 
recommendation thése transfers are made.” - 


By the Hon’ble Rat Manennra CHanpra Mirra Banapur :— : @ 
XXViI. Will the Government. be pleased to lay on the table a copy of Remodelling of 

the estimates for remodelling the Gazipore and Udong sluices in the left wea 

Namodar embankment in the Uluberia Subdivision of the ‘Howrah district 4 ei 


a 


“Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Cowney -—~ 


_“ The Hon’ble Member appears to be under some misapprehension. . No | 
. estimate has been prepared for the remodelling ofsthe Gazipore and Udong Ms 
_ Sluices in the left jar embankment.” > = | 


fe" eee noe : 
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i Questions and Araapers. 
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By the Hon'ble Rai MaxeNnpra Canora MrrRa Bawapur :-— 


XXVII. (a) Will the Government be pleased to give the names of 








Experimental 
Agicterl experimental Agricultural Farms in the Presidency and Burdwan * 
Presidency Divisions? é 
Talore (bY Are the expenses of these farms borne by the Government! — 
Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 
“ (a) There are no experimental Agricultural Farms in the Presideney 
i. Division: there are such farms at insura and Burdwan in the Burd- 
‘ wan Division. 
(b) The expenses of the Chinsura Farm are borne by Government, and © 
those of the Burdwan by the Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan.” . 
* By the “Hon’ble Rar Manenpra Cuanpra Mirra Banapur :— 
ae Seracit XXVIII, Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
© visitors for ment showing the names of non-official visitors who have been eect 
papeaition! appointed to visit political prisoners confined in the jails of Bengal? 
prisoners. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 
ke “The Government of India under section 4 of Bengal Regulation | it 
of 1818 have in the case of each State prisoner in Béngal appointed the 
me District Magistrate to visit such prisoner. No non-official visitors have/been 
appointed.” BV 
r “tt 
i By the Hon'ble Banu BrosenpRra Kisxor Ray CHaupHori :— 
e 
| ates under =. =X XTX. (a) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement. for 
ppesst of Warde the Dacca Division giving— os 
pees (i) the names of proprietors whose estates have been taken charge 
of by the Court of Wards; ras 
(ii) the amount of debt on the date of assumption of charge by the 
Court of Wards; and -_ 
(iii) such amount of principal as may have been repaid up to date 4 
if (d) Are the Government in a position to state— foc) : 


(i) how much of such payment towards the principal has been made 
out of the revenues of the individual estates; 


%, "> (ii) how much "thereof out of | the sale-proceeds of movable and 

4 immovable properties ; and 

s, (iii) how much out of the premia on permanent leases of immoyable ~ 
E he a propertieS ? si : 2 

i “: >; ” a = 














"newer by tho Hon'ble Ms, Kean > 3 
(a) and (0) A M{Zement io laid on the table.” 


hg 
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Questions and. Answers. : 


By the Hon'ble Banu Brorennea Kisuor Ray Caavpnorr :— 


XXX, (@)-Will"the Government be. pleased to make a statement 
showing the total.number of suits of each kind instituted and disposed of in 
the Court of the Munsiff at Tangail in 1917? 

(0) From what date has there been only one Munsiff posted at Tangail 
instead of three? 

(c) What is the total number of his working days since his appointment 
at’Tangail ? 

(@ ‘What is the total number of suits of each kind disposed of by him 
during the period he has been working alone at Tangail ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (a) The figures are as follows :— 
‘Tora. xomaun— 





Class of suit, Th 
Tastituted. Disposed of. 
Small Cause Court suits o 3,118 2,305 
Money suits fs ... 2,186 2,236 
Rent suits 2,761 2,740 
Title suits by Pane) 3 849 
Total ~ act B88 8,130 





(v) From the 8th March, 1917, to the close of the year. 

(c) 197 days. 

(d) The following figures show the number of suits disposed of since 
March Ist, 1917. Separate figures from March 8th are not, available :-— 


Class of uit, ‘Total number disposed of, 
Small Cause Court suits Sie vee Lhd7 
Money suits a nies Mires yi 2! 
Rent. suits ze ti ve. 2,676 
Title suits nt v — -590 


Total v. 6,464" > 


By the Hon'ble Banu Brosennra Kishor Ray CHAUDHURI :— - 
XXXI. (a) Is it a fact that the present Munsiff has, during~ this 
period had to work often till about 8 o'clock at night and sometimes even up 
to 10 P.M. ¢ 
(b) Are the Government aware of complaints that have been publicl: 
expressed ogainst the way cases are hurried through by the present funsii 
at Tangail! a 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“(@), It is presumed that the gues relates to- Babu Amrita Lal 
Mukharji, who is novgofficiating as jubordinate Judge at Mymensingh. It 
is reported that in the period of 14 months during which he served ae ball 
at Ti il, this officer sat.on two-occasions till after 9 P.M. and on 15 ocea- 
sions till after 8 P.M. 4 é 
~ (b) The District 3 that complaints were made on the 
subfeet both to him ai tl High Court” uty aie 





- from Rs. 96 to Rs. 125 annually ? 
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Questions-and Answers. 
By the Hon'ble Banu. Brogenpra Kisnor Ray Cuavpnorr :-— 


® 

|. XXXIL@ Is it a fact that only one out “6f eight Professors in the 

Oriental Department of the Sanskrit College is in the Provincial Educational 

Service, whereas in the English Department four out of seven Professors are 
in that Service? If so, how do the Government explain this difference? 


(b) What is the scale of pay and promotion of the Professors of the 
8 rit College in the Sanskrit and English Departments, respectively ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Matiey :— 


“ (a) Excluding the Principal, there are three officers of the Provincial 
Educational Service on the tutorial staff of the English Department and one 
Provincial Educational Service officer on the tutorial staff of the Oriental 
Department.” The English Department being an Arts College, three officers 
ot the Provincial Educational Service, with suitable academic qualifications, 
have been appointed to the tutorial staff. 


(6) In both Departments the present tutorial staff consists of officers 
of the Provincial Educational Service and Subordinate Educational Service, 
whose pay and promotion are regulated by the rules of those services.” 

» 


By the Hon’ble Banu Brojenpra Kisuor Ray Cuavpuurt :— 


XXXIII. Will the Government be pleased to state the conditions under 
cin the Banga Mohila Vidyalaya was amalgamated with the Bethune 
chool ? 


Answer-by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Matney :— mt 

“ Government regret that they are unable to supply the information 
asked for. The records of 1878 and 1879 have been searched, but they con- 
tain no information on the subject.” 


By the Hon'ble Banu Brosenpra Kisnor Ray Cuavupavri :— 


XXXIV. With reference to my unstarred question of the 20th Novem- 
ber, 1917, on the prospect of ground-nut industry in Bengal, will the 
Government be pleased to state whether the Agricultural Department has 
any officer trained in the methods of combating the spread of the disease of 
the ground-nut crop referred to in the answer thereto? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donaup :— 


“ The investigation of grognd-nut diseases has been undertaken by the 
Imperial artment of Agriculture, and pending the results of investiga- 
tion the met! of combating disease cannot be determined.” 


By the Hon’ble Banu Brosenpra Kishor Ray Cuavmeurt :— 


XXXV. Will the Government be to state the reasons that Jed 
to the enhancement of fees payable by the students in the Sibpur_ Civil 
Engineering College*from Rs, 10 to Rs. 15 monthly,and in the Medical College 


‘The Sanskrit 
College stafl. 


Amalgamation 
of Banga Mohila 
Vidyaloya with 
Bethune School. 


Ground-out 
crop in Bengal. * 


Eohancement 


of fee in Sibpar 
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Questions and. Answers. 
‘Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’MaLvry :— mi 
* bd : 

“The Hon'ble Member jeer refers to the tuition fees payable for 
the intermediate course of the Engineer Department. These have not been 
enhanced. They continue to be Rs. 120 a year, but are aioe in eight 
instalments of Rs 15 instead of in twelve instalments of Rs. 10. 


‘The fees at the Medical College were raised because the amount paid by 
each student was held to be an inadequate contribution towards the cost of 
his instruction, It may be noted that the previous rate of Rs. 96 did not 
include ‘fees for the practical classes, while the-fee of Rs. 125 is a consoli- 
dated one, including fees for practical classes. The net increase was ‘only 
half the apparent increase.” 


By the Hon'ble Banu Brosenpra Kistor Ray CHAUDHURI :— 


XXXVI. (@ Will the Government be pleased to state what has so far 
been done by them to ease the situation created by the high price of salt? 


(6) Have the Government received any applications from any private 
individuals for permission to manufacture salt? 


(c) Will the Government be pleased to state what orders have. been 
passed on such applications, if any? 


(d) Is it a fact that one Abdul Barik Hai of Noakhali has mney to 
the authorities for permission to manufacture salt at Sandwip, Charbadu 
and Siddhidwip, stating that, if a license. in that behalf be granted to him, 
he will be in a position to sell salt at one anna a seer and further that ‘he 
is ready to deposit Rs. 1,000 by way of duty in advance? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of moving the 
Government of Ingia with a view to rel faxing the present rules so. as 
cnable any private individual to manufacture salt, duty free, sufficient, for 
his private consumption ¢ x 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donaup:— + 


“ (a) and (e) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the statement that, will 
be made in the course of the debate on the Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath 
Roy’s resolution on the subject of the manufacture of salt. 


(0) Yes. 
(¢) No final orders have yet been passed. _ 


@ Abdul Barik Hai made an arolicnen for permission to manufac- 
ture salt on an agreement that he should sell the salt at one ana per seer and 
pay duty to Government at the rate of Rs. 1,000 per annum in respect’of the 
salt so manufactured. He did not offer to deposit Rs. 1,000 by way of duty 
in advance.” 3 ¥ eo b + 


By the Hon’ble Basu Brosenpra Kisor Ray CuavpHort :— 


ue XXXVI (a an the aseeinci be pleased to state the scale of 

lowances received by officers of ee oe d Special 

the Criminal Investigation Department of di ab atebent be ceets ee 
(0), What proportion, if any, of the salari each ; 

respective ere ris nh aes ae i - 


landlord’? 
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“Questions and Answers. 
Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— _ 


“ (@), The officers and men employed in the Intelligence Branch, Bengal, 
and the Special Branch, Calcutta, are in receipt of the following monthly 
local allowances :— 


Calcutta Police, _ Bevsal Police, 








Special Branch,” Tlligence 
Re. Re. 

s Superintendent oa 150 
Assistant Commissioner MDs ashen n= aweanee ’ 
Deptity Superintendent wife 150 
Inspector... x : 100 100 
Sub-Inspeotor Ae me & 50 15 
Head constablo’on investigation work 25 25 
Ordinary head constable 8 5 
Constable on investigation work... 10 10 
Ordinary constable, i oe 4 4 


(b) The following table shows the proportion of the Intelligetice Branch 
allowances to the pay of the officers and men of the different ranks :-— 


‘ Bengal Police, 

Calcutta Police. wy bi 
i e Intelligence 

Special Branch eee 


Superintendents 


16 per cent. cf pay. 
Assistant Commissioners 


BB percent.of pay, ssenns 








Deputy Superintendents Bans 41 per cent, 
i Tnspectors oe «40 per cent, 51 per cent. 
Sub-Inspéetors ++ 83 per cent, 104 per cent, 
Head constables on investigation work — 113 per cent. 125 per cent. 
Ordinary head constables 36 per cent. 40 per cont, 
Constables on investigation work 77 per cent. 83 per cent. 
Ordinary constables te s+ BL per cent. 33 per cent.” 
By the Hon'ble Banu Brogenpra KisHor Ray Cuaupiorr:— & 


XXXVIIT. @ With reference to the rule laid down at page 71 of the 
Technical Rules and Instructions of the Settlement Department, 1916, in 
connection with commutation proceedings, to the effect-that “a rent exceed- 
ing one-fifth of the value of the gross produce is ordinarily excessive, and 
the vent settled by commutation should not exceed such a value, except for 
special reasons, which must be fully recorded,” will the Government be 
pleased to state the considerations that led to the determination-of the maxi- 
mum proportion referred to above ? : 


 (») Is it a fact that section 40 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, con- 
temp! that each individual case of commutation is to be determined 
according to, its own facts and circumstances? 


(c) Did the Government obtain legal die before issuing the instruc- 
tions above referred to, with regard to the legality of laying down a uniform 
maximum rate for the different localities without rd to the circum- 
stances of each case of commutation? If so, will tis Mercamiene be pleased 

» to state the purport of such legal opinion? 

4 (@) Are the Government aware of the opinion that has been expressed 
that, the maximum rate fixed is considered inadequate and unjust by the 
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Questions and Answers. 
‘Answer by the Hon'ble MR. Kerr :—_ 


“ (a) The proportion of one-fifth of the value of the gross produce was 
taken tanatatte 75 of the Bengal Tenancy Bill, 1883. 4 


(b) Yes, and rule 7 of Chapter XI of the Technical Rules and Instrue- 


tions prescribes the individual examination of each tenancy. 


(c) No legal opinion was taken or required. The rules do not lay down 
an uniform maximum rate for different localities without regard to the cir- 
cumstances of each case. The. whole of the spb parasranh from which the 
Hon'ble Member has taken an extract reads as follows :— 


“The money rent should, according to circumstances, be ordinarily fixed 
at the average money rent payable by occupancy raiyats for lands of a similar 
description and with similar advantages in the | vicinity, plus a suitable _ 
proportion of the difference between it and the average value of the rent 
received by the landlord. It should be remembered that a rent exceeding 
one-fifth of the value of the gross produce is ordinarily excessive, and the rent 
settled by commutation should not-exceed such a value except for special 
reasons Which must be fully recorded.” 

(2) Government are aware that there are differences of opinion as to 
what isa fair rent on commutation.” 4 


By the Hon'ble Basu BroyenpRa Kisnor Ray Caavpnurt:— ig 
XXXIX. (a) Will the Government, be pleased to state from what 
sources the Department, of Fisheries obtains its supply of fry? 

_(b). Does the Department guarantee the purity of the fry supplied by it 
to private parties; or are the kinds of fry so supplied in any way different 
from those ordinarily obtained ? 

(c). At what'rates on an average are the different kinds of fry purchased 
by the Department, and at what are they sold by it? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 
gn} Nearly all the fry are obtained from the Damodar river. ! 
“a(b) The Department does not guarantee purity, The fry are superior 

to those ordinarily obtained, because they, are examined generally by the 

Director of Fisheries and his staff with a view to the rejection of consignments 

which contain either predatory fish or the fry of other than carp. It 

is not possible in view of the large quantities ‘dealt with that such examina- 
tion should be complete, but it is believed that such examination. as is possible 
has the effect of deterring the fisherman employed from wilfully collecting 
fry known to be impure, and that: the result is that the fry supplied by the 

Department. are much purer than those supplied by itinerant vendors. 

‘ i} ‘The Department sell the fry at the same rates at which they purchase 

at ane rates vary according to the season and the average rate is Rs. 2 per 

By the Hon'ble Krsnort Monn Cuavpaurt ee : : 2 i 
xa i) Are the Government aware ‘that the revised edition of the 

rules and orders of the Education Department of the Government of Bengal. 

inconvenience is being felt on this account by the authorities of new! 

edna tee Sige i beg tgeees gna wy. 
ill the Government be pleased to state when the revised edition 

will be published ? 3 : sia i Sa 


m* has not yet been published and that the ‘old one is out, ot peat and a 
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Questions and Answers. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mautry ;— 


“ (a) Yes. : 
(b) The revision of the book has been taken in hand and will be com- 


pleted as soon as possible. A large part of the revised edition is already in 
print.” i oa 


By the Hon'ble Rar Dgsenpra Cuunver Gnose Batapur :— 


XLI. (a) Are the Government aware of the public protests against 
the existence of borrow-pits by the side of the extension of the Eastern 
as Railway which crosses Russa Road and Tolly’s Nala within the city 
aoe te aay and then goes towards Budge-Budge and the’ Kidderpore 

1 


(b) Has the attention of the Sanitary Commissioner of the Government 
over drawn to the danger to the sanitation of the*town+ and country 
arising fronr the existence of these pits? 


(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking earl 
steps with a view to having these borrow-pits filled up and the tract through 
which the railway lines passes made sanitary and more healthy 4 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. CowLry :— 
iy The Zeoly is in the negative. It is understood, however, that “the 
attention of the Corporation has recently been drawn to the subject and that 
inquiries are being instituted with a view to improving the borrow-pits.” 


By the Hon’ble Rat Depenpra Cuunper Guosr Banapur :-— 


. XLIL (a) Are the Government aware of the silted-up condition of 
Tolly’s. Nala. in Calcutta, which has resulted in great inconvenience to the 
public? 


(b) Are the Government aware that the Calcutta Improvement Trust 
require earth for filling up insanitary tanks in Bhowanipore in connection 
with their scheme No. V, and that they are going to spend a sum of five 
lakhs and a half for obtaining the necessary earth by excavating a large 
lake in the Dhakuria side of the town of Calcutta? 


(c) ‘Will the Government be pleased to explain why they refused the 
application of the Calcutta Improvement Trust to take the necessary earth 
from Tolly’s Nala ? . 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. CowLry :— 


bi (2) Yes: the Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given in this 
Council to the question asked by him at the meeting of the 3rd July, 1917.” 


(6) It is true that the Calcutta Improvement Trust intend to spend a 
large sum for ake Fares in order to obtain earth necessary for-raising 
sites and filling up ; but this undertaking is not for scheme V alone, 
is the question implies, but for sehemes IV an TV, A as well as scheme V 
and for other schemes to be executed in the future. _ 

' (ec) Government have received no such application from the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust.” : ~ 


Borrow-pits 
in Calcutta atid 
Suburbs, 


Condition of 
Tolly’s Nala, 


Mabarnmadan 





1o# 
‘at Dacca. 


* Tho Mohsin 


Fond grants, 


: aS st j seer 


158 THE CALCUTTA GAZETTR, FEBRUARY 6, 1918. [Parr IVA 
ee eee 


Questions and Answers: 














By the Hon’ble Mautvr A. K. Fazi-vL-Hag :— 


XLIIL With regard to the answer ‘iven to my question No. VIII 
(unstarred) on the 18th December, 1917, vill the Government be pleased to 
state— . 


(i) the total number of Muhammadan students who will at the ~ 
present time be required to pay at the higher rate of Rs. 3-8 
amonth; 


(ii) the total number of Muhammadan students who will at the 

resent time be accommodated in the Dacca Secretariat: build- 

ing, and the total maximum number which it is proposed to 
acoommodate there; 


(iii) whether non-Moslem students will also be accommodated along 


with Moslem students in the building, 


(iv) who first suggested the proposal to transfer Muhammadan 
Students from the Hostel, and who. are the gentlemen, official» 
and non-official, whose opinion was consulted; and 

(v) the total number of Muhammadan students in Dacca, excluding 
those that live with their guardians! . 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’MaLLEy :— . 

“@ 7. 

(ii) The figure in both cases is 110. 
(iii) 140 Hindu students, who used to live in messes, will: occupy a 
separate portion of the building. 

(iv) The Finance Sub-Committee of the Dacca City Educational Council 
first suggested that students of the Dacca College who lived in messes should 
be accommodated in the Secretariat building. It was subsequently proposed 
by the Principal of the Dacca College and the Director of Public Instruction 


that the Muhammadan students of the College, whether resident in the College 
hostel or in messes, should be provided with a hostel in the building. 


(v) The figureg are not available.” 


By the Hon’ble Mavivz A. K. Fazt-ui-Hag :— «< 


XLIV. Will the Government be pleased to state— 


(i) the average for the financial years 1912—17 of the grants annually 
given from the Mohsin Fund to schools and ‘on account 
of short fee payments of Muhammadan pupils and students; 

(ii) the average total number of Muhammadan students, who received 
the benefit of these grants in the shape of short fee payments 
during the period; : 

(iii) the total number of scholarships created by the conversion - of 

* the grant into stipends. * 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, O'Matiey Cond 
" @) Rs17,074. ; 
(#) The information is not yet available and will 

to the Hon'ble Member. : i hi ees oi - eke oe 
(iit) 305.” : eerste fk 


ee = 
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z Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon’ble Maury A. K. Fazt-vi-Haq — 


XLV. With reference. to the. answer given to my question No. X 
(unstarred) on the 18th December, 1917, will the Government be pleased to 
state— + 


(®) the reasons for the inability of the District Judge to appoint any 
Muhammadan on the first occasion; : 
(ii) what were the minimum qualifications required for the posts and 
«how many of the Muhammadan candidates possessed at, least, 
* such minimum qualifications; : 
(tii) whether the District Judge personally interviewed the candidates 
and personally satisfied himself that no qualified Muhammadan 
candidate was available; 

(io) in case the answer to (iit) is in the négative, who was the-ofliver 
on whose report the District Judge acted ¢ ss 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Kure ;— 

“(?) There were 105 applicants, of whom seven were Muhammadans, 
cm regard to the claims of the other candidates, the District Judge did 
not feel justified in selecting a Muhammadan, 

(#) The Matriculation Examination, All the seven candidates had 
passed this examination, although not all in the First Division, 

(#) and (iv) Yes. Under section 30 of the Bengal, Agra and Assam 
Ciyil Courts-Act, 1887, the pose of appointing ministerial oificers is vested 
in the District Judge, and Government have no power to interfere.” 


By the Hon’ble Maurvi A. K. Fazi-v1-Hag :— 


XLVI. With reference to the answer given to question No. X 
(wnstarred) on the 18th December, 1917, will the Government be pleased to 
state— F 

(®) the names and addresses of thé six Muhammadan candidates 
who are said to have been sent for by the District Judge; 

_(i#) in what way were they communicated with; 

(#’) what was the last date fixed for the candidates to appear and on 
what date, in each case, was the communication sent out to the 
candidates, respectively; and, 

(iv) why was not the candidate, who was appointed on the secorid 
occasion, appointed at first ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“Qe 
(1) Muhammad Islam, 83, Baitakkhana Road, Calcutta. 
(2) Moula Baksh Tarafdar, 83, Baitakkhana Road, Calcutta: 
_ (3) Masiuddin Ahmed, 11-A, me caanniee Street, Kidderpore. . 
(4) Shaik Ahmed Ali, Nawabganj, Clerk, Rifle Factory, Ishapore. 
~ ay Abdul Bari, 17/1, Burdwan Road, Alipore. . - > 
meg 48, 
~ (@#) Post-cards were sent to them at the addresses given in the applica- 
tions. 
© (wit) November 26th, 1917, was fixed for the appearance of the candi- 
dates, and the post-cards were sent out on 2lst November, 1917. 
_ (tv) Having regard to the claims. of other candidates, the District 


_ dudge was unable to select him.” 


. . - 


Mohammedan” 


Appointment, 
in a Judge's 
Court. , 


Muhommadan 
candidates for a 
post in a dndge’y 
Court. 


Fazlur Rahman Mollah, 66, Kansaripara Road, Bhowanipore. « 


fe pel Ca m= 
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Questions and Answers. Se 
By the Hon'ble Mautvi A. K. Fazu-ui-Hag :— - 


Muliawmnadan XLVII. (a Will the Government be pleased to state, year by year, how 
| Solid many cases of— 
jatrars and % 
sass ,  (®) appointment, 
(it) transfer , and . 

\ (vi?) punishment, . 

of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars and Kazis have been disposed of 

without reference to the Permanent Committee, during 1912—17 

: (b) What were the ‘reasons for disposing of such cases without reference 

' to the Permanent Committee ? . 








‘Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. KERR :— 


‘ “@-. 
oe (®) None. 4 
(ii) 2 cases of mutual transfer in 1912, 1 in 1914 and 1 in 1917. 
i : (vit) None. 
(b) Mutual transfers which do not involve any new appointment do not 
require reference’ to the Permanent Committee.” 


. 


By the Hon’ble Maurvi A. K Fazi-01-HAg;— 


‘Appotutineut. XLVI. (@) Inall cases in which the appointments of Muhammadan 

of Mabomiadm Marriage Registrars are made without reference to the Permanent, Com- 
ede mittee, will the Government be pleased to state, in detail, the procedure that 
ones is generally followed ¢ . 

Rie (b) In how many cases have’ such appointments been made durin 


1912—17 without a single Muhammadan gentleman, official or non-official, 
having been consulted or having taken part at any stage of the - selection 
leading up to the final appointment ¢ : 
Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr,:— 


« (a) and (b) Neither question arises as no such appointments were 


made. 
~ 
‘By the Hon’ble Maunvi A, K. Fazi-vi-Hag :— SA iis 
Removal of the XLIX. With regard to the answer given to my ‘question No. XV 


Sooretariat (unstarred) ‘on the 18th December, 1917, will the Governmient be pleased to, 
ae state whether it is proposed to remove the Press directly to the rooms now » 
occupied by the Registrar, Co-operative Societies # : 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— ° re y 
“Tt is proposed to hand over to the Press the rooms occupied by the 
Go-ope tive 


istration Department as soon as the rooms occupied by’ the 
Department are available for the Registration Department.” 


“fo 









* 
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_ By the Hon'ble Mauuvt A. K. Fazi-ut-Hag :— 


. () the proper supply of pure ghee 
_ in Calcutta? sts heat 






iy 







emit, Questions and Answers. : 
By the Hon'ble Mautvi A. K. Fazi-ur-Hage:— —- ‘e3 


L. Is it» not a fact that the proposal is that after the vacation of Removal of the 
the rooms in the occupation of the Registrar, Co-operative Societies, the Co-operative 
offices of the Inspector-General of Registration are to be removed there and ve es 
wa rooms vacated by the Inspector-General are to be handed over to the 

ress? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— : a 
“Yes.” * 


‘LI. (a) Is it a fact that the rooms at No. 6, Dacre’s Lane, were Proposal of 
meant for locating the offices of the Yspector-General of Registration and Tmovivg the 


that arrangements were made for that purpose in the shape of repairs and Fee ti 
otherwise ? Gest ses 
(b) If so, why was this proposal dropped ? Freie, 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— = 
“ @_ It was intended at one time to remove the Registration Depaxt- 
ment to No. 6, Dacre’s Lane. 
(6) The proposal was dropped because No. 6, Dacre’s Lane, was found 
xo be unsuitable for the accommodation of the records of the Registration 
Department.” 


By the Hon’ble Mautyi A. K. Fazi-vi-Hag :— 


4 


Lit. @ Will the Government be pleased to state the distance Distance betweoon 


Haueiiahaataly to the fraction of a mile) between Writers’ Buildings and JiWr ta 
0. 6, Dacre’s Lane ¢ Dacro’s Lane. 
(b) How long does it take to walk from Writers’ Buildings to No. 6, 
Dacre’s Lane? 
(c) Is it expected that the Registrar, Co-operative Societies, will walk to s, 
and from Writers’ Buildings each time verbal consultation with other officers 
in Writers’ Buildings becomes necessary ? . 


. * 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— © 


*(@) About half a mile. 

(6) About ten minutes. 

(c) It will be at the option of the Registrar to walk or to drive between 
Writers’ Buildings and Dacre’s Lane.” 


By the Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. Fazi-ui-~Hag :— 


LIII. Will the Government be pleased to state, in detail, the steps that Prevention of 
have been taken to ensure— mii ay * ind sees 
: (® the prevention of the sale of adulterated yhee, and ae 








EOE 
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Questions and Answers. Sek eee 
~ Answer by the Hon'ble Mx. O’Matvey :—~ ‘ re 


© (i) A statement is laid on the table. 3 _ 

(it) Government is not responsible for the proper su) ply of pure “ghee _ 
in Caleutta, Since the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Act o! 1917 was : 
brought into foree, the percentage of samples found to be adulterated has + 
heen gradually diminishing, ‘and it is believed that the quality of the ghee 
sold in ghee dealers’ shops has improved.” 


Statement referred to in-the answer by the Hon'ble MR. OMALLEY, to 
question No. LIT. (unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Faau- 
‘UL-HAQ, al the Council meeting of the 22nd January, 1918, 


L—Numbor of samples of ghee taken from 13th September, 1917 to. 


Bist December, 1917— a Mi sce 

(a) From wholesale dealers 83 : 
¢ (b) From retail dealers oe sepia 
Total * 308 

IL—Number of samples found adulierated— 
(a) Wholesale dealers’ samples... e* 18 
(b) Retail dealers’ samples ret aes 40 
i 3 sti 
Total oo zat 


111-—Number of prosecutions instituted wider section 495 (A) (1) for 
selling, etc., adulterated ghee, and reset thereof— 

















Number | Nemmmn coxvicren 
Nunil is struck off AND FINED. 
|. jnetituted warhed Td | Oy 
+. aud | Sumber of Amount of 
diachagged: |" ‘onset, fine. *-| 
er, —_—— insra ot dened | - 
| te 
a) Against whilesale dealers 17 xo Md $ S 
}) Against retail dealers. 5 | ; ee AS ae 
# ‘Total 5 | 2 | ia BB 








* Wine of theee casts bave sace been dispowa of the amount of Anes inetd btu Bs. 2161, 


IV.—Prosecutions under section 495 (1) (6) for ti ds i 
pipe sree (1) (b) for keeping adulterants in 


ores 
1 instituted in November 1917, and decided in January 1918, 
a fin of Rs. 150 being dcppiaent: ah a ae 


V—Number of prosecutioi nae a sie phinegt 
fie pot te a der, section 807.3 (a a to sett: 
me 11 cases instituted ; 7 decided, fines amounting to Re. § : 

alates ees ere 
being inflicted. - esi tata Hite of Har 298 
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* VI1—Work dove by Special Food Inspector from 11th November lo Stst 


December 1917— + 





s ‘Number of consignments inspected os | RD: 
e Number of ghee tins examined ... vee 3,224 
Mostly in wholesale and big retail shops.) * 
Number of samples taken «+ 103) These figures have 





been included in 

Number of prosecutions instituted 18 the totals given 
‘ in I, TW, Ul, IV 

Amount of fines inflicted su. 2,175) and V above, 


By the Hon’ble Mautvi A. K. Fazt-un-Hag :— 
: LIV. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether there is 
* ‘aby, Committee in connection with the Calcutta Madrassa ? 
(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to state— 
(i) the names of the members; 
(@) the powers and functions of the Committee; 
(uz) who appoints the members; 
(tv) if there are any rules for the conduct of the business of the 
~ Committee ; e 
(v) how many times during the years 1912—17 the Committee met, 
and for what purposes on each occasion ? 






Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mauiry :— 


“ (a) There is a Managing Committee for the Anglo-Persian Depart- 
ment. = J 


(6) @ The members are— 


(1) the Principal, Calcutta Madrassa, President ; 

(2) Maulvi Md. Yusuf, Head Master, Vice-President and Secretary ; 
(3) Maulvi Nurul Alam, Assistant Master; ; 

(4) Nawab A. F. M. Abdur Ralinan Khan Bahadur; 

(5) the Hon’ble Nawab Syed ‘Nawab Ali Chowdhry; 
(6) Khan Bahadur Aminul Islam. 


(0) (i2) (i) and (>) A copy of the rules for the management of Goy- 
ernment high schools is laid on the table. 


(6) (vc) A committee was first appointed at the end of 1912. Since then 


nd 





The Calou ta 
Madrasan 
Committee. 


it. has met on the following occasion; to discuss the matters mentioned 


~ helow :— 
1th March, 1913 ..- The insufficiency of the staff. 
a The training and qualifications’ of 
members of the staff. 
The introduction of the Bengali yver- 
nacular in the lower Classes. 
4 * The renewal of school furniture: 
80th October, 1913, ... The appointment of a new teacher 
ie at f 3 Wy in the Junior Department. 
2 tee € The appointment of an additional 
ce " farash. oy 
The supervision of .games by new 
we teachers. tad 
' The provisign o¥ residential quarters 
ia for the head master, 5 
ia The Seinen) of a whole-time 
“ ~ clerk, : 
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22nd January, 1915 u. ‘The increase of the staff. 
The*appointment of a. clerk. 
Ist December, 1916 > ... Free and half-free studentships. « 
: The appointment Of a clerk. * 
The introduction of religious instruc- 
tion. “4 
Sth» May, 1917... ... The extension of the service of two 
{ P ‘ ~ clerks. : 
‘The school vernacular.” : 


x < 


ie 














Rules referred to in the answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O'MALLEY to question ~ 
No. LIV (unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Maulvi A. K, PAM@t-UL-HAQ, » 
at the Council meeting of the 22nd January 1918, for Managing Com- 
mittees of Government high schools. 





‘THE Managing Committee of a Government. high, school shall be 
composed of the following members :— 


(1) The District’ Magistrate (Subdivisional Officer when the school 
is not at a district headquarters), President. 


(2) Whe Heud we. Vice-President and'Secretary. 


(8) An elected representative of the teaching staff, other than the 
Head ‘ae 


(4)& ©) Two non-official members representative of the parents and 
guardians of the school pupils. 


(6) (a) (Boys’ schools) —An. official other than ai Educational Officer. 
» (b) (Girls’ schools)—An European lady. 


‘The Principal, Presidency College, the Principal, Sanskrit College, 
the Principal of the Calcutta Madrassa, the Commissioner, Dacca Division, 
and the Lady Principal of the Bethune College shall take the placo of 
the District Magistrate in the committees of the Hindu and Hare Schools, 
Galeutta, the Sanskrit Collegiate School, the Anglo-Persian Department 
of the Calcutta Madrassa, the Eden High School and the Bethune Collegiate 
‘School, respectively, References in these rales to the District Magistrate 
should be held to apply to these officers, ~ 


2. The representatives of the parents and guardians of the pupils © 
shall be nominated’ by the Head tape? subject to the approval of the 
District Magistrate, These nominations will be forwarded to the District 
Magistrate through the Subdivisionul Officer if the school is not at district 
headquarters. The Magistrate will appoint the other members in con- 

‘ sultation with the Ime If the lowector disagrees with the Magistrate, 3° 
may refer the case for decision to the Directer of Public Instruction 
through -the Commissioner, The decision of the Director of Public 
Instruction shall be final. ~ Se wi 


we a 
3. The “constitution of managing committées shall be published in 
the gazette by the Magistrate, ro ee = ce ieen 

4, ‘The members of a committee who are not appoimted ex-o,ffico, shall 
hold office for three years, but. shall be eligible for reappolnemc a at the 


end of that period.. Members appointed during the 3;year period will 
ordinarily hold officegill the end of that period. 4 a a sail 


5. The committee shall meet at least three times @ year, Vit65 ab 
the commencement of the session, after the summer yacation and after 
the puja vacation. rege aes 











Muhammadans, respectively ? 
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Questions and Answers. 


6, Due notice of each meeting and of the business to be transacted 
shall be given by the Secretary. 


7. Three members shall form a quorum. 
8.. The President shall have a casting vote. 


9. Ordinarily no business other than that of which notice has been 
given shall be transacted. Should any other business be transacted, .an. 
opportunity should be given to the absent members, if any, of re-opening 
the subject at a subsequent meeting to be held within such period, not being 
less than a week, as the President may determine. 


10. The Secretary shall record the proceedings of the committee in 
a proceedings book. The record of each meeting shall be confirmed at the 
subséquent meeting. 


ll. The committee shall be mainly an advisory body, The controlling 
officer of the school shall casefully consider all the recommendations of ‘the 
committee and shall refer for decision to the Director through the Commis- 
sioner any matters upon which he disagrees with both the-committee and 
the Commissioner, In particular the committee shall be consulted and its 
wishes respected us far as is consistent with the exigencies of the public 
service in all cases of the transfer of teachers, 


12. The committee shall control the award of free studentships and the 
remission of fees on the hasis of contributions from the Mohsin Fond, 


13. The committee shall deal with all schemes of development, 
especially those involving additional expenditure, leaving to the Head 
Mires the conduct, in accordance with the rules of the Education 


Bepartment, of the current business of the school, such as the arrangement 
of classes, the settlement of routine, the annual examinations, the award 
of class promotions, the selection of candidates for the Matriculation 
Examination and all minor matters relating to school discipliné and teaching. 


The Head ““#*” shall bring important matters to the notice of the President, 
who will decide whether they should be brought before a meeting of the 
committee. In particular no pupil shall be rusticated or expelled except 
under an order of the committee, Hostel and conveyance arrangements 
should ordinarily be discussed by the committee. 


14. The members of a committee are expected to take an active 
interest in the welfare of the school. Each member should visit the 
schoolat least three times a year. These visits shall be informal so as 
not to interfere with the working of the school. A visitors" book shall be 
bay in which members may record their opinions on the management of 
the school, 





- 15. The annual report of the school shall be considered and approved 
by the committee before'submission to the controlling officer of the school. 








By the Hon'ble Mauiyi A. K, Fazt-w1-Haq :— 
re (a) Will the Government be pleased to state how many posts 

of Assistant Commissioners have been’ created for the Caleutta, Police ? 
(b); How many of these are being held by Christians, Hindus and 





4 


_ Answer by the Hon’ble’Mn. Kenn: * ok, hae 


* @) Site 


(6) Two are held ae (one of whgm is an Indian), four by 
indie and none by Mul mmadans.”” 


Lo ae 


. gr ‘ 


aes 

















Assixtant 
Commissioners 
of the Cafoutta. | 
Police, 
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fy the Hon'ble MavnvA. K. Fazi-v-Hag:—, +, 


“LVL, Will the’Government be pleased to state what is the total number 
of Inspectors in the Calcutta Police and how many of these are Christians, 
Hindus and Muhammadans, respectively 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— < 


“There are thirty-one inspect in the .Caleutta Police, fourteen 
cineluding one Indian) being Christians, fifteen Hindus and two Muham- 
madans.”” oi 





By. the Hon'ble Mautvi A. K. Fazi-ut-Hag :— 


LVII. (a) Since the creation of the posts of Assistant Commissioners, 
how many posts of Inspectors have fallen vacant ¢ 

(0) Will the Government, he pleased to state the names of Sub-Inspec- 
tors who have been tae to fill the vacant Inspectorships, indicating 
in each: case the grade from which the respective Sub-Inspectors were 


promoted t : 


Answer by-the Hon’ble Mr. KErr :-— 


: “ (a) Twelve posts of Inspectors have fallen vacant since the 25th April, 

1917, when the posts of Assistant Commissioners were created. 

__ (b) The following Sub-Inspectors have been promoted to fill these vacan- 

cies :— ; 5 
1. ‘A. Hearne, 1st grade Sub-Inspector. 
2, Bhaba Nath Choudhury, 1st grade Sub-Inspector. 
3. Dinabandhu Bhattacharji, 1st grade Sub-Inspector. 
4° E. Hartley, Ist.grade Sub-Inspector. * 
5. Mahendra Nath Sinha, Ist grade Sub-Inspector. 

6. Sukumar Banerji, Ist grade Sub-Inspector. 

7. Gagan Chandra Mukherji, 1st grade.Sub-Inspector. - 

8. Abdul Ghaffar, 2nd grade Sub-Inspector. et 

9. Provas Chandra Roy, 2nd grade Sub-Inspector. 

0, Bon Behari Mukherji, 2nd grade Sub-Inspector. 

1. Nalini Nath Mazumdar, 2nd grade Sub-Inspector. po S 


“Phe other post was filled by A. Briggs, an outsider, who was a] re rect 
"as Inspector for the Motor Vehicles Department.” Se Be 









By the Hon'ble Mavivig\. K. Fazt-vn-Hag — an 
IVIL @ Since the creation of the posis of Assistant ni 
“many toad Sematiee and clerks Sean remota tthe : 


of these are are Hi 









wt BUnepectors, and 
_—-madans, respectively ' 









() In the case of each officer thus promoted, will the eeaseninc Be 
_ pleased to state— > q 


(i) the name of each officer ; 


(#) the pay and allowance’ he was drawing before, and the pay and 
’ allawance he has been drawing since promotion; . 
» (#2) the length of service of each officer at the date of promotion; and 
Ps - (iv) the educational qualifications of each ? 
cote 
. ee , Sula . 


“ Aaniswer by the Hon’ble Mr, Kerr :— 


“ (a) Eight head constables and five clerks (who were previously head 
constables) have been promoted to the rank of Sub-Inspector during. the 
‘period in question. Six of these, including five Hindus and one Muham-- 
madan, are permanent, and seven, all Hindus, temporary. 


(U) The information is given in the following statement : - 





~ | Length of ser vien 
wane, athe date of | Ranentional 
. Promotion. | , eaailfietion- 
At prosont, 











Permanant promotions, Y. M. De 
, Ra. Ra. Rs. 
1, Ashntosh Haldar “ 26°  1254+20 0 140420 18 4:13 | Entrance, 
2. Mahadeo Singin ae 26 125+20 140420 19 8 10 | Knowledge of 
English and 
| Bengal, 
3. Salamat Hossain (clerk)... 50° | 195420 | 140420 | 8-725 | Rotrance. 
4. Sadhoo Saran Missir oy 26 125460 | 123450 26 10 23 | Knowledge of 
pooh ah oe English and 
| | Bengali. 
}, -‘Scish Chandra Kar x 26 e 125470 | 125470 | 9 928 | Entrance, 
; ‘4 ; 
6. Strendra Nath — Banarji 60- 125420 | 195420 | 14 198 [PAL 
(clerk) | 


Temporary promotions, 


1. Mon Bahal Dabey ac} "26 | 4, 125420 | 125420 | 28, 7-19 | Knowledge of 
i “English and 
oe | v Bengali, 
9, Atul Kristo Mondo) = ...| 20+) 196480 | 125490 | 18 7-0 |. Ditto 
8. Modan Mohan Chakeabortti| 50} 195420 | 195490 | 1810 9° | Bntrance, 
(dork), | ; 
4. 





Lal Ghosh » Meee 26. 12520 126-420 910.21 | Ditto: 


12480 126420 @ 8 6b 9 | Ditto: 





126420 1264205) nat | Pal, 
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Questions and Answers. 


By the Hon'ble Maunvr A. K. Fazt-v1-Hag :— 


LIX. With reference to the questions Nos. LV to LVII, will | the 
Government be pleased to state, in the case of each officer, whether he is in 
any say related to officers already in the Calcutta Police and, if so, in what 
way ! s 


‘Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— . . 


« None of the officers nataed in the preceding answers is in any way 
-related to'any other officer in the Caleutta Police. 


By the: Hon'ble Mautvi A. K, Fazi-un-Hag :— "hay 
LX. (a) Is ita fact that a Muhammadan Sub-Inspector has been 
discharged trom the Calcutta Police force onthe ground of religious mania? 


(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to state what the religious 
mania was and in-what form it existed 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 
“ @ No. : 
(b) The question does not arise.” 


By the Hon'ble Mauuvi A. K. Fazt-ur-Hag :— 


LXI. (@ Will the Government be pleased to state, in detail» the 
procedure that is followed in collecting information for answering interpella- 
tions in Council # 

(b) In particular, is any attempt made to verify statements made by 
otlicers whose conduct is directly or indirectly called in question or who are 
called to defend a certain policy! » 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr —@ 


“ The question does not permit of precise answer and the circumstances 
of interpellations in Council may vary widely. All that can be said-is that 
before answering a Council question such means of ascertaining the facts 
is adopted as may seem best suited to the particular case:” 


By the Hon'ble Maviv: A. K. Fazi-vi-Hag te 


~ LXIL (@ Will the Government be pleased to'state the names of all 
gazetted officers (except those jpelonging to the Judicial Service) who 

reached the age of 55 years, from April, 1912, to December. 19174 s 
(b) Which. of these officers were allowed extensions ‘of service and on 


" (c), Which of them were granted extensions more than’ once, and how 
y times in eadfi case and on what grounds ¢ r 


“Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— | 


» 


“A statement @ving the required information is laid on the table.” 
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ne Questions and Answers. 

Statement referred to in the answer by the Hon’ble Mr. 
No, LXI, asked by the Hon'ble Mautvi A, K, Fa 


Councit Meeting of the 22nd January 1928. 


RT te 


a 


KERR to question 
ZL-UL-HAQ at the 












































































































Whether |For what period | Ground on which 
No. Name. wos granted | @*tension was extension was 
" yt Branted. granted, 
S nal | al = 
Ofcers of the Keecutive Branch of the | - 
ovincial Civil Service, 
1 | Babu Umesh Chandra Seu es 
2 | Mr. Atul Krishna Ray 
e 3 |, EF Ainulic ... 
4 » Manmatha Nath Ghosh s+ | 2 yours and-a-half {Interests of the 
publie. service, 
5 | Babu Swarnakemal Chakrabatti 
6 » Sarat Chandra Basu... 
7: Kunja Bihari Chatarji 
8 | Mr ¥. GB. Piftard 
9 | Rai Basanta Krishna Basu Bahadur 
10 | Rai Krishna Kali Mukbarji Bahadar 
11 | Babu Nibaran Chandra Ghatak 
iw » Rajani Nath Basu 
13 ” it Mohan Pal 
4 »» Rasik Lal Sen 
15 | Khan Bahadur A. K, M. Abdus Sovan 
16. | Rai Ram Sadun Bhattacharji Bahadur 
17. | Mr. Debendra Nath Makher; 
18 | Baba Chandra Sekher Kur 
19 | Khan Bahadur Abdus Salem 
| Officers of the Provincial Civil’ Service | | 
| Kolding tisted posts or special appointments. | | 
20 | Rai Bangshidhar Banarji Bahadur } 3 years - | Luterests of the 
| public service, 
21 | 4, Ganga Charan Chatarji Bahadur +) 2 yours and-a-h Ditto, 
| | . 
Officers af the Indian and the Provincial | | 
Police Services. 
22 | Mr. ¥. E. Kemp a | No 
23 9G W, Cox + | No 
24 +» W.'T. Moore «| No “ 
26. | Major H. Chamuey, c.m,a, «| Yes 2 years «| Interests of the 
public service, 
26° | Babu Girindra Chandra: Mukharji No | e 
27 | Rai Sahib’ Nanda Kumar Basu ~ | No Z 
28 ” Ananga Mohan Mukharji as | Yew ++ | Interests of the 
public service, 
29 | Babu Gagan Chondra‘Ray, —... on | Yes y Ditto. 
30 » Keshab Lal Guha ate oe | Yes “ Ditto. 
Ofiicers of the Jait Department, | | 
{ | 
31 | Mr. M. 8. Himerson “a aus [No = . 
32 | Lient. ol. W, J. Buchanan, c.,8. oe | Yes From 12-11-1916 | Interests of the 
to 4-3-1918, public service, 
Miscellaneous Officers. 5 
33. |Mr, J. S.-W. Young-Oraig, Registrar, Bengal | No 
a tg Sa Sn a, ham 2 
7 iat 1, itrar, | Yeo . | Intereits of the 
Bengal Secretariat. public service. 
30 | Bebu Aunada Charan Sen, Registrar, Bengal | No atts 
Séoretariat, oe na 7, 
86 | Rai Sahib Gyanendra Nath Mitra, Registrar | Yea... 11 year su [ Interests of the 
_ | sBengal Secretariat. z public service. 
Registrar, Bengal Secre- | No bol ely se 
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e 
Questions and Answers. 
Whether | For what period | Ground on which 
No. + Name © extension | ‘extension was | extension was 
was granted granted. granted. 
° . or not. . 
_ Miscellaneous Officers—concla ; a 
gs | Rei Rajendra Chandra Sastri Bahadur,| Yes ve] yours one |Tutereste Gf the 
‘Bengali Translator to Government. month “and 16 | public service. 
8s 
39 | Mr. G, Girard, 1.s.0., Collector of Income| Yes | 4 years Ditto. 
‘tax, Calcutta. 
< 40. | Babu Prasanna Kumar Banerji, Superintend-| Yes se |1'year we] Ditto, 
cent of Excise and 
ae Ee Burrop: tacs, Assistant Collee-| You. |4 years ee Ditto, 


tor of Customs, Caloutta. 
Officers of the Registration Department, 
Tuterests of the 


42 |The Hos'ble al Priya Nath Mukharji | Yes an | 8 yours 
ad 








Bahadar, public service. 
43 | Rai Kripa Neat Datta Bahadur ane | You 2s - Ditto. 
“4 ib Abdul Wali Re a | Yes 4 months and 2) On personal 
days. grounds, 
45 _|.Rai Saliib Ram Juduy Maitra +. a | You a | 2 years s+ | Interests of the 
i public service. 
46 | Babu Anonda Gopal Mak ww] 1 your B Ditto. 
47 |, Paresh Chandra Datta an [2 Years o | On personal 
ks grounds. 
48 |, Akshay Kamar Ghosh +, p|¥ee oe 18 «| Por the interests 


of the public 
service and on 








, personal grounds. 

49 |, Abinosh Chandra Mitta. s+ we [You ve [4 years 1 month | Interests of the 
and 26 day: public service, 

50 |, Pramatha Nath Ray... » | Yo Ditto. 
61 | Rai Sahib Tara Pada Ghose... ane | Yes “Ditto. 
52 | Khan Sahib Sattar Baksh | Yeu 
53 | Babu Tarak Nath Bisw : Yes 
b4 | Khan Bahadur Sabih Anlad Hasan ws | No oa 





55 | Mauilvi Rasid-on-Nabi ea a | No 





Officers of the Publie Works and Marine 





























Departments. 
hss 
66 | Bai Babadur Anvada Prosad Sarker a | No on 
87 | Mr. B. K Finnimore wa | No . 
58 |, D.B.G. Turnbull we | Yeu 2 yours and 18 
) days. 
89 |, HeH. Green... . | No si 
60  W.M. Halloran Yes 2 years ve) * 
61 | Babu Mahendra Nath Ghose Yew li year ome | 
62 | Rao Sahib Pandit Matadin Suku No senene 
63 | Mr. L. FG. Smyth an Yes 3 years 
64, C. G. Stock No 
85 | |) G, Robertson No 
Oticers of the Education Department. | 
66 | Mr, G, W. Kitebler, e.1.8. an | You » | 4 mouths w+ | Interests of the 
| public service, 

67 | Phani Bhoshan Mukherji | No ae saeeee 
68. | Professor Sir Jagadish Chandra” Bose, a, Yes 2 year wu. | Interests of the 

8, C.-K, public service. 
69 me a Re Jamen ae No ro vais 
70 Praphulla Chavélra Roy, ct. Be wera 
u Me B. W. Byers... ~ Yes a 5 yearn Eerie 
72. | Rai Sahib Tehan Chandra Ghowe on | Yon ay re nity toad 

: day. 
78 | Shameci-Ulame Abdi Hay Haggoast sob ye tana 

| pand 9 days. 

24 [Shamu daft Mobaminad Adal bes iauacae 














To 
15 | Babu Braja Ballay Dutta 4c. ws 
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Wh : 
wf SiRCRE or what period | Ground on which 
No. Nang. was granted | extension was | extension was 
pe granted: | granted, 
\ 
| 
Officers of the Education Department — 
conelusled. | 
76 | Rai Bahadur Rasamay Mitra | 2 years 
77 | Shams-ul-Ulama Abdul Monian -| Eyer 
78. | Babu Raj Mohan, Sen te 4 years 
79 |, Chandra Bimsan Bhad Sieg i . 
80 | Babu Braja Lal Mukharji vee] 1 yoar s+ | Interests of the 
$ | public service. 
81 | .,, Paresh Nath Sen 5 years a | Ditto. 
82 » Phani Bhusan Basu 2» | Ditto. 
83 ») Bisweswar Sen ps oF Di 
84 |}, Harendra Narayan Chakrab: 
85 |}; Rakhal Das Chakrabatti ... 
86 | |) Sripati Mukh 
87 | |) Gopal Chandra Sarkar re 
88 |, Abhay Charan Ds bg 
89 |} Haran Chandra Das Gupta 
90 |) Kashi Bhusan Sen... 
91 | Miss Lena Sorabji a 
Officers of the Medical Department. 
| 
. 92 | Dr RS Ashe ae » | Yes | 4 yours see | Interests of the 
ts public service, 
as)", WL. Wate wee Bi 5 wa { Ditto. 
94 | Babu Nilratan Adbikart : ‘ 
95 |, Kshirod Chandra Ray ‘ 
96 | Rai Dina Nath Sanyal Bahadur Interests of the 
] public service, 
97 | Babu Ganesh Chandra Mitra an, Ditto. 
98 | Rai Chuni Lal Basu Bahadur os Ditto. 
“99 | ,, Ananda Lal Bose Bahadur Qo Ditto. 
100 | 3) Gopal Chandra Mukharji Bahadur lest aa 
101 | |) Sahib Girish Chandra Bagehi + | 8 yours Interests of the 
io service, 
102 | Babu Gopal Chandra Mukha | No a4 
i L 





By the Hon’ble Maunvi A, K. Fazi-ui-Hag :— 


LXILL. Will the Government be pleased to state the total number of 


Muhammadan students in— 


(i) schools teaching up to Matriculation, and 


(it) colleges (Arts, Medical, Law and Technical), in the Presidency 
on the 31st December, 1917? 


Answer hy the Hon'ble Mr. O’MAury :— 


Number of 
Muhammadan 
students in 
Bengal 


“4 statement is laid on the table showing the *imber of Muhammadan 


students in colleges and high 


schools on 31st. 


eh, 1917. 


Government are 


not prepared to make the special enquiries which would be necessary in order 


to ascertain the number on 


the 31st December, 1917.” 


9 
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Questions and Answers. ~ 


Statement referred to in the answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley to ques- 
tion No. LXIII (unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Maulti A. K. Fazl-ul- 
Hag at the Council meeting. of the 22nd January, 1918, showing totat 
number of Muhammadan students in (D) High Schools and (2) Colleges 
on the 31st March, 1917. 

i No. of Muhammadan 








Class of institution. students on 81st 

‘March, 1917. 

Colleges—Arts: 1,639 

Medical 33 

Law neh fee 207 

Technical (Mngineering) uw 

Total a | 1,898 

High Schools ait vee 45,219 

Py By the Hon’ble Mautvi A. K. Faat-uL-Hag :— 3 

Expenditure on LXIV. Will the Government be upeneesl to state the total expenditure 
Muhammadan gp, ghemes solely in furtherance of Mi ‘ammadan education, since the out- 





education. 


break of the war up to the 31st December, 1917? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Matiny :— 


“The total expenditure from Ist April, 1914, to 31st March, 1917, 

amounted to Rs. 11,87,294, excluding certain expenditure on maktabs and 

Koran schools, for which there are no separate accounts. Statistics of the 

€ expenditure from Ist April, 1914, to 4th August, 1914, and from Ist April, 
1917, to 31st December, 1917, are not available.” ~ 


By the Hon'ble Mavuiyr A. K. Faz-UL-HAQ :— 


Interest on LXV. Will the Government be leased to state the average amount 
ees of money which lapsed to Government luring 1912—17 in consequence of the 
~ refusal of Muhammadan investors to take interest on loans or desposits, 

owing to religious scruples ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Donaup :— 


»“ Government do not possess the information, and are not prepared to 
initiate the elaborate inquiries which would be necessary to obtain it.” 


By the Hon’ble Mavivt A. K.-Fazt-vn-Hag :— . 
| Waiting rooins LXVI. Will the Government be pleased to state the reasons which 
| for Buropoan pave led Government to construct first and second class waiting-rooms at 


|. pusense™s*'— Dacea railway station for European passengers only ¢ 


‘ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. CowLEy :— 


“ From the information received by Government it appears that no 
} waiting-rooms have been speciall: constructed for European passengers only, 
by at the Dacca railway sation. The facts are as follows :— ti Les 

ee ‘Phere are two upper (i.¢., 1st and 2nd). class © waiting-rooms at 

i One of these forms part of the station buil , and is reserved for fitst 
seeond class passengers, The second, which is detached from the ‘station 
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. Questions and Answers. 


building, bears & notice board inscribed ‘ Ist: and 2nd class waiting-room— 
Europeans only.’ This was not built as a waiting-room for Europeans, but 
avas originally an office, and was subsequently converted into a waiting- 


. oom; The Railway authorities have now decided to reserve this room as & 


waiting-room for-ail 1st and 2nd class passengers and that in the station 


building as a waiting-room for Ist and 2nd class lady passengers.” 


By the Hon'ble Banu Aku, Cuanpra Darra :— 


LXVIl. @ ‘Will the Government be pleased to state under what Act 
or Regulation Babu Jyotish Chandra Ghosh has been confined in jail? 


(b) Was any formal charge brought against, him before the orders were 
passed, and was he provided with a copy of the charge together with a 
statement of the evidence adduced against him! 


(c) Was he given an i rareaao to exculpate himself from the Gharge 
by rebutting the evidence, if any, adduced against him? . 


(d) Was the advice of a Judge or Judges taken before such onderg were 
passed against him? rag! 

(f) Is it a fact that the District Magistrate of Hooghly expressed. him- 
self as satisfied with the conduct of Babu Jyotish Chandra Ghosh? 

(g) Is it also a fact that the then District Magistrate of Hooghly testi- 
fied to the innocence of Babu Jyotish Chandra Ghosh after he was arrested, 
und tried to convince the officer in charge of internments on this point 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“(@, Bengal Regulation TI of 1818. vt: 
(6), (c) and (@) Jyotish Chandra Ghosh was examined on the charges 


against him and given,an opportunity of explaining them; he wrote himself 
on the record of the examination that he did not wish to add anything to 
what he had said. He was not provided with a copy of the charge together 
with a statement of the evidence adduced against him: The case was placed 
before a Judge in the usual way. 

(f) and (9) On learning of the arrest of Jyotish Chandra Ghosh the 
District Magistrate of Hooghly wrote to inquire the reasons and stated-that 
he believed Jyotish had been straight for the past 20 months during which 
he had been acquainted with him. The District Magistrate was informed 
of the case against Jyotish Ghosh; it is not a fact that he testified to his 
point.” a 

- ; 


By the Hon'ble Banu Axi, CHANDRA Darra :— 


LXVWIIT. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state the date on 
which the orders of confinement in jail were passed against Babu Jyotish 
Chandra Ghosh? ‘ 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state the places at which and the 
periods for which~he was successively kept in conffMement, from the date of 

ig arrest till the date the orders of detention or confinement were passed on 


aC) What were the suoosesive, places at which and the periods for whieh 
‘he was kept in confinement after such orders we! dt 


s 


innocence or tried to convince the officer in charge of internments on this. 


Case of 


Jyotish Chandra 


Ghosh. 


Case of Jyotish 


Chandra 


jhosbe: 





| 





Case of Jyotish 
Chandra Ghosh, 


174 VHE CALCUTTA GALUPTE, FEBRUARY 6, 1918. (Parr IVA 
a, 


Questions and Anders: ed 
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Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— . E é 


“ (a), (0), and (¢) Jyotish Chandra Ghosh was arrested and committed to, * 
the Hooghly Jail- on 3rd January. 1917. He was transferred to the Presi- 
dency Jail’on the 16th January. He was transferred as ® State 
prisoner: to the Rajshahi Jail on the 3rd February; from thence he was 
transferred to the Berhampore Jail on the 29th April, and to the Berhampore 
Lunatic Asylum on the 7th August, 1917.” 


By the Hon’ble Basu AxuiL Cwanpra Datra :-— 


LXIX, (@ Is ita fact that the health of Babu Jyotish Chandra Ghosh © 
broke down within a few weeks after his arrest : 

(b) If so, what were the causes of this sudden breakdown of his health? 

(c) Isita fact that Babu Jyotish Chandra Ghosh. has been suffering from 
continued illness for the past few months and that his condition at one time 
was very critical ? j ‘ 

{d) What has been the cause or causes and the nature of his continued 
illness ¢ “ 
(e) Isita fact that Babu Jyotish Chandra Ghosh has developed symptoms 
of insanity ? 

(f) If so, will the Government be pleased to. state, when he first showed 
signs of insanity ? 

(g) Have the Government: ascertained the causes of the development of 
such symptoms of insanity ! Tf-so, will the Government be pleased to state 


em + + 
om (hk) Will the Government be pleased to state the present condition of his 
health ¢ * 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. KERR :— ; Bae 


(a), (0), (c), (2), (@), (A). (g) and (h) Shortly after his transfer to Raj- 
shahi it was reported that Jyotish Chandra Ghosh showed signs of melan- 
cholia. He was kept under careful observation, on the 2nd April he was exam- 
ined by Major Peebles, 1.»1-8., the Superintendent of the Berhampore Lunatic 
Asylum, who reported that in his opinion. Jyotish Ghosh was malingoring, buf 
might possibly lapse into a state of real insanity., The State prisoner was 
thopefore moved to the Berhampore Jail, so that he might continue under the 
closer observation of Major Peebles.- On the 17th June he was examined 
by a MedicalBoard consisting of Colonel Deare and Major Peebles; the 
opinion of each of these officers was that he was feigning insanity, and they 
recommended that he should be moved to'the Asylum where his case could be 
more scientifically investigated. After further observation Major Peebles 
reported on 26th September that in his opinion Jyotish Chandra Ghosh was 
feigning insanity, but there was a noticeable improvement in his ‘bodily and 
mentabcondition since his transfer to the Asylum. — The last report arding 
the health of the State prisoner states that he is mentally the same but his 
physival condition is satisfactory.” 


By the Hon'ble Basu Axnu. CHANDRA Darra :— 
LXX. (a) Isit a fact that the nature of the ailments of Babu 


Jyotish Chandra Ghosh was not disclosed to his relatives? — er 
(6) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons for with- 
holding such information 4 q * i 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kuttie-— (eae a 
“ie on 

« (a) and (b) The relatives of the State prisoner were in! : 4 
condition of ‘h of State prisoner and permission was given to them — 
tosee him once a month : int ma 





- 


= a : 
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* 


By thé Hon'ble Banu Axi, Cuanpra Darras sa 


“5 eS ayxxi. (@"Is ita fact that Babu Jyotish Chandra Ghosh” has Ga of 
* been cee ina solitary cell? If so, for what period has he been so Jyotish Chandra 
. ‘Confined 2 Ghosh, 
(6) ds it a fact that the mother of Babu Jyotish Chandra Ghosh has 
repeatedly complained of her son’s detention in, a solitary cell 4 

(c) Will the Government. be pleased to state for what purpose and under 
what law he has been kept so confined ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (a); (@) and (¢) Jyotish Chandra Ghosh was accommodated in-a sepa- 
rate cell in the Rajshahi Jail till the end of March, after which he shared 
a cell with another State prisoner.” - 


By the Hon'ble Banu Axuit Cuanpra Darra :— 


LXXIL (a) Is it a fact that the Government have informed’ the Case of Jyotish 
mother of Babu Jyotish Chandra Ghosh that a thorough and. impartia} Sbsndra Ghosh. 
inquiry by,a proper authority was made into the health of her son? 

(6) Will the Government be pleased to state the result of this.inqhiry? 


(c) Will the Government. be pleased to state who conducted.the inquiry 
and what steps have been taken as the result of this inquiry? 


ys 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— e. 
i 


* (a)eYes. . 


(b) and (ce) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer given to 
question No, LXTX.” 


By the Hon'ble Baso Axnit Cxanpra Darra ;— 2s 


LXXILI. (a) Is it a fact that the Government have sanctioned Rs. 35 Case of 
as maintenance allowance for the family of Babu Jyotish Chandra Ghosh ? Jyotish Chaudra 


=f) Are the Government aware that the family of Babu Jyotish Chandra 
Ghosh is a respectable one, that it consists of his widowed mother, widowed 
sister, and wife and his brother and several children, and that it was entirely 
dependent upon his income, which at the time of his arrest was about Rs. 125, 
including his salary and remuneration from private tuition ? 

_(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of enhancing the 


~ maintenance allowance at present paid for the family of Babu Jyotish 
Chandra Ghosh ? 


Keine’ by the Hon’ble Mn. Kerr: \ % 

“ga), (b) and (c) After inquiry by the lock] authorities an allowance of 

Rs. month was. sanctioned for the maintenance of the following 

r :——Widowed mother, widowed sister, widowed sister-in-law and 

- anieceaged 9. On the information before them Gove 
to emhance this allowance.” i 


it does not propose 
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Questions ani Answers. ace 
‘ By the Hon'ble Basu AKHIL CHANDRA Datta :— - ) * , 
Koso of Jyotish LXXIV. Art the Government considering the desirability of releasing. * 


Chandra Ghosh. “ Babu Jyotish Chandra Ghosh, on account of his health, or, in the alternative, 
of allowing him to live with his mother under proper surveillance and such”, 
conditions as the Government may think proper ¢ = 
: * : ’ 
* ‘Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kern :—=  ~ : 
“ As matters at present stand, the answer is in the negative.” » 
‘ 


By the Hon'ble Banu Axurt Cuanpra Darra :— 


Gave of Nagendra EXXvV. (a Is it a fact that détenu, Babu Nagendra Kumar Guha 
yee Gui Ray was removed in May last to Kalchini in the district of Jalpaiguri from 
ot Puvurdig in the district of Noakhali, where he was domiciled :in the house of 
his grandmother ! * 
(b). Is it a fact that Kalchini is considered to be one ‘of the most unhealthy 
places in Bengal ‘and notorious for its bad climate? 
(c) Are the Government aware that the said détenw is the author of 
several Bengali books" . . 


‘Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. KERR :— 
“(a) Yes. ee: 


“Yb) No. : 
(0)"Yes.” 4 
° “f 


By the Hon'ble Basu AKHit CHANDRA Darra :— 


Cave of LXXVIL (a) Is it a fact that the hut provided for Babu Nagendra 
Nagendra Komar Kumar Gaba at Kalchini is so low that a person has to bend dowsr his head 
wane while entering it and that it has no window ! 7 
5 () Is it also a fact that, the plinth of the hut is only half a eubit high, 
and that it is situated on marshy land * ; 


0) Is it also a fact that the détenu is not furnished with a bedstead but 
has to lie-on a bamboo machan ? hy . * 


(@ Is-it a fact that there is ho latrine attached to the hutt® » 
‘ ‘ 4 


‘Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerri— ° ” ¥ 


Ne (a), ) y) and (@) Nagendra Kumar Guha Ray is accommodated in 
r a hut which ha been previously used by another détenu without any com- 
plaints and is | similar to those Heian for other détenus in the district. The 
plinth is 18 inches high, as ying Oe yains the surrounding land is some-~ 
times flooded. The détenu ined that the bamboo posts at_ door 


ke 
L 






were low, necessitating e head on entrance, and 

- windows; he was told that there is no objection se making a’ 

he desires ope: There is no latrine, as the are not usual in 
the country. A bar ‘machan bas been furnished to him, as to other 
détenus in the di asst * 





to the Additional Secretary, 
ait of Police, Noakhali, in ct 
aa gun any idea as to the 
that no exy was asked 


menarsal was ‘submi' ob 
given iy oppartaniy Cinieat sal swe he 


and (@ he i mi ar ee 
ins : 
for his anaes ‘Resist it Superin = 





Caso of Nagendea 
Komar Guha 
Tay. 





DE 


Care of 
N Ira Kumar 
Gulia Ray. ~ 





REE 
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(6) Government are informed that Kalchini is not a’specially expensive 
place. 

Qian (d) An order to this effect was given by the District authori- 
ties; they have since been informed that ordinarily there is, no objection to 
a détenu receiving newspapers. subject to the usual censorship as in the 
case of correspondence.” 


By the Hon'ble Basu Axx. Cuanpra Datta :— 


LXXIX.’ (@ Is it a fact that shortly before the internment of Babu 
Nagendra Kumar Guha Ray, Mr. W. 8. Adie, Distriet Magistrate of Noak- 
jiali, gave him a certificate to the effect that— 

(®) his character was very good; 
(#) he had been a very useful member of society, and 
(iit) he had been doing many works of public utility ? 
(b) Is it also a fact that the Divisional Commissioner, Mr. K. 0. De, 
certified that he was convinced— 
(i) that the détenw was not an anarchist, and 
(x) that he py not inimically. disposed towards the British Govern- 
ment? 


‘Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


me ng @ and (b) Yes, but from the information in the possession of Govern- 
ment they were not satisfied that these testimonials had been given on a 
correct appreciation of the whole facts.” 


By the Hon'ble Basu AxxrL Cranpra DAtra :— ed 


LXXX, Ate the Government considering the desirability of releas- 
ing Babu Nagendra Kumar Guha Ray on a proper security being furnished 
for his good behaviour, or of re-transferring him to Pukurdia? 

) 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 
“ The answer is in the negative.” 
By the Hon'ble Rat ‘Manenpra CHanpra Mirra Bawapur :— 


LXXXI. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing when Union Committees in the Burdwan. and Presidency 
Divisions were last inspected by.the Deputy Sanitary Commissioner of the 
Division or the Civil Surgeon ! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’MaALrEY :— 


“The dates of the last inspections are as follows :—. s 
Deputy Sanitary Commissioner, Burdwan Circle... 14-9-17 





Deputy Sanitary Commissioner, Presidency Circle ...._ 21-38-17 
Civil Surgeon, Birbhum ns vee 28-12-17 
Civil Surgeon. Khulna 18-1-18° 
Civil Surgeon, Bankura 11-1-18 — 





Civil Surgeon, Midnapore 
Civil Surgeon, Jessore - 





1 ae Sete 
SIT 
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‘The Bengal Tenancy (Amendinent) Bill, 1917. 











Mr. Cumming, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. 
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 
THE BENGAL TENANCY (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1917. _ 
LIST OF BUSINESS- ITEM No. 3. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cummine moved that the Bengal ‘Tenancy (Amendment) 
Bill, 1917, as amended by the Council on the 18th December, 1917, be taken 
into consideration. 

He said -— 

“ Sir, the motion which stands in my name is-a purely formal one; but: it 
is required in view of the cireumstances under which the discussion of, the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amondmont) Bill was postponed at the last meeting of the 
Council. I desire formally to move that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Bill, 1917, as amended by the Council of the 18th December, 1917, be taken 
into consideration.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 4. 


The Hon'ble Babu Brajendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri, with the leave 
of the President, withdrew the following motion which stood in his name, 
atid. which was’ by way of amendment to the. Hon'ble Mr. Cumming's 
motion :— ~ 

That the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1917, as amended by the 
Council on the 18th December 1917, be recommitted to the Select Committee 
for further consideration. * 7 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 5. 


The Hon’ble Kumar Sure Swexaareswak Ray moved by way of amend- 
ment to the Hon’ble Mr. Cumming’s motion that the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1917, as amended by the Council on the 18th December, 
1917, be recommitted to the Select Committee, with instructions to make such 
additions. and alterations in sections 49H and 49J as will safeguard the 
interests of the landholder aswell as of the tenant, without making any 
unnecessary encroachments on the, vested rights of either of them. 


He said :— 

“ Sir, it is neither in a spirit of opposition to the Bill nor with any inten- 
tion of casting a reflection on the members of the Select Committee that 1 
have moved this motion. In fact I was the first man in the Council who 
welcomed the measure when it was first introduced here and no one is more 
grateful to the Select Committee than [ for the honourable compromise that it 
effected in the Bill between the extreme Civil Service views and the honour of 
the Bengal zamindars, But, as a member of this Council, I have certain duties 
to perform, and what I consider to be the chief amongst them, is this, that, 
to tho best of-my ability, I should faithfully interpret the public to the Gov- 
ernment as well as the Government to the public. The Bill in question 
undoubtedly proposes serious interferences with the rights enjoyed by the 
Jandlords as well as by their aboriginal tenants, and naturally there is a 
strong feeling against the Bill amongst the interested people. But the very 
noble and humane motive that the legislature has in view, namely, of saving 
the thriftless but simple aboriginals from falling an easy and helpless prey to 
illintenti¢ned neighbours, usurious money-lenders and unserapulous zamin- 
dars, has also made it imperative that some of the rights so long enjoyed by 
the zamindars and by the aboriginals themselves should be curtailed to a 
certain extent, and so, whenever this curtailment of their rights, has been 
found necessary, I have given my whole-hearted support and tried my best, by 
my utterances in this Council and elsewhere, to allay the antagonistic feeling 
that I found to exist against this measure. But, again, there are certainly some 
provisions in this Bill which really make unnecessary encroachments on 
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our rights and regarding which there exists a bitter feeling of opposition 
which L.can hardly ignore. and 80 shall be failing in my duty as a councillor 
iE 1 do not bring thie fact to the notice of my brother councillors” who are 
assembled here to-day to advise the Government on the subject of the Bill. 
T here bog.to refer to sections 49H and 49J of the Bill, From the very day 
that the Bill swas introduced in the Council strong objections have been taken 
to them by different speakers ; they were severely cised, both by officials 
and non-officials, when the Bill was circulated for opinions and when it wae 
in the Select Committee, there was presumably a great tussle over these 
sections, inasmuch as they were practically. recast, and even then neither to 
the gatisfaction of the official nor of the non-official members of the Committee 
a8 will be seen from the amendments to these sections subsequently moved by 
the Hon'ble Mr. Cumming and also from the attitude of the non-official 
members of the Committee when divisions were taken in this Council. on the 
private amendments to these sections. "Again, when the Bill was taken into 





- eonsideration on the 18th December last, of the total number of 15 sections 


and 37 amendments no fewer than 16 simendments referred to the two 
sections 49H and 49J, and of. the total of eight divisions taken, six were 
taken on the amendments on these two sections, This description of the 
situation created by these two sections speaks for itself. Sections 49H and 
49J deal with highly lechnical subjects ; it will be taxing the patience of the 
non-zamindar members tod much if I were to go. into details to show the 
unnecessary Character of the many ‘eneroachments madé on our rights by 
these two sections. But in order to convince my esteemed colleagues let me 
take one instance from each of the two'sections. Section 49H empowers the 
Gollector to eject a dishonest transferee from a holding and to settle the same 
with tho transferor or his heir but fixes no time-limit within which the settle-_ 
ment is to be effected nor makes any provision for making good the loss to be 
sufferéd by the landlord during the period the land is unoccupied. “ft is to 
he borne in mind that the landlord is not in the least responsible- for the 
fraudulent transfer of the land. Now is it right or fair to make the landlord 
suffer for no fault of his own? I will now show that this interference with a 
yamindar’s right of ‘enjoyment of the full value of his property is not -at all 
necessitated by the objects that the legislature has in view in introducing 
this Bill, 1 have already alluded to these objects. For this. purpose aliena- 
tion of lands by an aboriginal without the Oollector’s approval has been 
prohibited. In spite of this if an aboriginal sells his land fraudulently, the 
Collector is empowered to eject the transferee. This provision is undoubtedly 
necessary to scare away dishonest purchasers, but the subsequent provision 
that the land is to be restored to the transferor takes away all the frightful- 
ness from the former provision because as registration, of transfer deeds 
without the Collector's sanction is prohibited, these transfers will be generally 
verbal affairs and the deed will not be a deed, of transfer but that of a simple 
joan for which the person of the aboriginal will be liable and which thie 
hae purchaser will keep as security with which to threaten him, should he 
rofuse to allow the purchaser to enjoy the land after it has been restored, 
The net result of this peculiar provision will be that it will considerably 


lessen the price of the land on account of the risk, jnvolyed and will in © 


addition mean pecuniary loss to the innocent landlord for the period. interven- 


ing between the ojectment and the subsequent restoration... The best method 


to attain the desired end would have been to hand over, the land. to the ~ 


landlord immediately after the. spentineny with a proviso that. the same 
. 


nied He netfled pith an aborigin 
or’ approval, with other people. In this way the fraudulent transfers W: 

be ehectively stopped asgthe landlord being interested in the. matter rene 
also help the Collector to detect such transfers. “Now let me take up i 
49d and give an instance of unnecessary interference our rig 

tioned by it, ‘There is a provision in this section whieh, hbestotee with the 
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or failing an abotiginal, with the Colleo- » 
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porate agtion of the zamindar in the matter of resettloment of a holding 


"abandoned or sucrendoted.by an aboriginal and’ makes it: incumbent on the 


zamindar to obtain. the; Collector's approval before exercising his rights ; 
‘in defence of this encroachment 6n our rights it has been said by the member 
in charge of the Bill, on a previous oceasion, that ‘unless this is done the 
aboriginals through collusive or forced abandonments would be left at the 
metey of unscrupulous zamindars. But I ask again, is it right or fair to 
punish all zamindars for the crime of a few? ‘I will now show that this in- 
terference with our rights is absolutely unnecessary for the purpose which 
we have in view and not only that I will further show that this provision by 
implied insinuation casts a most unwarranted reflection on the character 
of the Bengal: zamindars. : 

"Tn the first place the aboriginal could be easily saved from unscrapulous 
zatnindats by empowering the Collector, in the event of a collusive surrender, 
to enter upon the land and settle it in“any way he deems proper ; and also 
by attaching a heavy penalty to the sottlement of such a holding by the 
landlord. This procedure would at ‘once put a check on‘ an unscrupulous 
zamindar from adopting unfair means to dispossess his aboriginal tenants 
and at the same time would not interfere with the tinie-honoured privilege of 
ti zamindar of unimpeachable character’ of exercising his rights freely in 
respect of really abandoned holdings. Let mo tell the Council that a very 
great bitterness is felt by respectable zamindars by this attempt to take away. 
this privilege from them and foreing them along with dishonest zamindars to 
dance attendance at the Collectorate with its unscrupulous amlas whenever 
there would be an occasion to settle an abandoned holding. 4 

The bitterness that is felt by us will be better understood if I here give 
an analogy : The lowest police officer is entpowered, by the Criminal Proce- 
dure Code, to enter into the house of the highest in the land and search his 
innert apartments, if the said officer has reason to believe that stolen 
articles até kept there. But we donot grudge hii his extraordinary power 
because we-know that so long as we are not receivers of stolen articles, our 
home is our castle and the police can never entér it. But in ordet to prevent 
the | ibility of any stolén articlé béing. conveyed -to our house, if the law of 
the land provided to station constables at our door with instructions to search 
every man or woman or every box or bandle that went into our house, T ask 
the soberest gentleman present here if he would put up with this insult to his 
honour for a single moment without feeling bitter at the monstrosity of the 
legislation: Sir, encroaching upon one’s rights even for a good cause is an 

-unpleasant task in itself, and it can be easily ‘imagined how difficult and 

* dangerous the situation becomes when one is called upon to give up rights for ~ 
which not the least) justification can be vouchsafed. Sir, we aré now passing 
through troubled times and already there is too much bitterness in the country 

fo combat with. Why then add another bitterness to that already existi 

when the objects’ of the present Bill can be secured equally'well by the use o 
a little tact ahd judgment”? I have already indicated the lines on which we 
ean’ work, but i am sure that if the’ten heads of the members of the Select 
Committee are put together it will be quite an easy affair for it to devise means 
which will’ serve our purpose without unnecessarily interfering with vested 

tg and thus creating a feeling of bitterness where no such thing exists at _ 
esont, I, thorefore, appeal, to the Council to recommit these ‘two offending 






se to the Select Committee with instructions to make ni ary additions 
‘and alterations in them. I also appeal to the member in charge, with all the 
‘earnestness that I comniand, to accept my motion. © I am not asking for 
‘anything unreasonable. There can be no harm if these two sections are 

Eto. lect Committee. On the oth® hand, it will. reassure 
: beon considered in all its aspects’ before being 


‘lawyer who could put hie arguments with logal 
am La gifted orator who could move the ouncil with his choice 
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rhetoric, and to add to my difficulties, the subject-matter of my motion is 
highly technical. I know not what chances of success I stand if my motion is 
opposed by. the Government. I, therefore, one” more “apy al to the member 
in charge of the Jill for a sympathetic reconsideration of the whole matter.” © 


‘The Hon'ble Mr. Cusine said -— ; ase 
“Sir, I cannot congratulate the Hon'ble Member on the attitude which 
he has thought fit to adopt in connection with this legislation... T gather from 
his amendment that. his view is that sufiicient safeguards have not been 
ven to protect tlie vested interests of the Jandlords and tenants ; but from 
Rs speech it is a fair inference that it was.directed almost entirely to the 
jiterests of landlords ; and 1am the more surprised, because, at the present 
moment, one would have imagined that a representative of the landlords’ 
interests in this Council would not be anxious to emphasize that there wad a 
cleavage of interests between them and the tenantry of. this Province. 
Indeed, the Bengal Landholders’, Association adopted a very different attitude 
by submitting a minimum of adverse comment on this Bill. When the Bill 
was introdueed, they said that. the Bill. initiated a: principle which, was 
recognized as early as 1793, and they-approved gonerally of the provisions of 
the Bill. The only provision of the Bill to which they took exception at that 
time has since been altered in the course of the proceedings of the Select 
Committee. The legislation is, 1 maintain; Sir, beneficent legislation; and 
at this stage I am not prepared to accede to any change or to any further 
delay which may have the effect either of minimizing the good results of the 
legislation or of making the execution of its provisions, impracticable. Imay 
say at once to the Hon'ble Member, with reference to this amendment, that 
he cannot possibly expect that. the Select Committee will reconsider questions 

of principle that have already been decided by the Council as a whole. 

‘At the risk of burdening the Council, 1 should like to recapitulate as 
shortly as I can, fitst, the facts regarding the imitiation of this legislation, and 
* secondly, the action taken since its introduction. First ofall, regarding the 
imilar 





jnitiation of this legislation, the condition of the Santhals and sil 
ghana! tribes on, the borderland. of the Santhal Parganas has been a 
matter of grave consideration for no Iss than 45 years. ‘Their grievances were 
examined by the Magistrate of Birbhum in 1872; and the discontent of that 
eriod led to the passing'of the Magna Charta of the Santhal Parganas,— 
Pesta, TIL of 1872 for the Santhal Parganas. There was a special 
inquiry in 1883 by a Deputy Collector who, by, his personal. influence, was 
able to bring about a temporary adjustment ; and again in 1908, the present 
Director of Land Records, Mr. McAlpin, made a detailed. inquiry from 
Birbhum down to Balasore., He made certain recommendations, which, for 
certain reasons, did not. crystallize in legislation till 1914. In that year, a 
draft, Bill, was circulated throughout. the Province, and in 1916, a.revised 
draft Bill was submitted to the Government of India ;. inthe spring of, last 
year, the Government of India assented to the proposed legislation, and the 
Yosult is the Bill before the Council, Ido not think, Sir, that the Government 
haye been over hasty. in initiating this legislation, or that it canbe said that 

the terms of the Bill haye mot been prepared very carefully, ite 
The next point: under this head: which 1 ‘should. like to mention is 
order’to correct a misapprehension on the Hon'ble Member's part. The Bill 
is not directed sarin landlords as, such; for 1 see that all Noronha 
speech the Hon'ble Member seems to indicate this. The purposer of the Bill 
js primarily to prevent the transfer, of lands to money-lenders and to maintain 
the communal system of the aboriginal tribes as far as possible. Of course, if 
the Hon'ble Member is not prepared to accept this principle, then we are poles’ 
‘apart. But T think thgit the Council, as a whole, accepted the principle that 
‘tis desirable. to maintain the communal, system as far as sible, The evils 

_ were yery patent, as, Mr. MeAlpin’s nee revealed ; vane y 
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ubowiin 
Jt was the money-lender and not the landlord, except rae, 
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who was to blame. ' In fact it was shown that the Santhals under existing 
direumstances ‘were losing their lands and becoming simply serfs, and that 
"50 per cent. of the Civil Court decrees were ex parte. Indeed, the. landlords 
of the areas in question rather prefer Santhal tenants, and the Santhals 
themselves have an innate feeling of loyalty to hereditary landlords. The 
root idea.of the Bill is the prohibition of the alienation of land. As I have 
previously explained in this Council, this is not anew idea ; it has been adopi- 
ed in.the Santhal Parganas Regulation, in che Chota Nagpur Tenancy Bill, in” 
‘the Central Provinces Tenancy Actand in the Punjab Alienation of Land Act. 

_ The Santhals in the west of Bengal know their own weaknesses of thrift- 
Jessness and intemperance. They are aware that in the neighbouring 
districts their tribes have received protection, and they asked to be protected 
against themselves. 1 may say under this head that all the opinions of 
persons, whether official or non-official, who have a personal knowledge of the 
tract, is overwhelming in favour of such prohibition of alienation. 

As to the second head,—what we haye done since the Bill was intro- 
daced,-—let moe recapitulate shortly the facts. It should be remembered in 
passing that the Select Committee submitted an unanimous report. One of 
the:main changes was that the castes and tribes of aboriginals to which the 

“Act may be applied have now been specified. The original draft Bill was 
indefiite on this point. Then again in the case of settlement by landlords 
of lands from which transferees have been ejected, it is not now necessary to 
have in all cases the approval of the Collector, The landlord is allowed 
to make settlement of such land provided that he settle it himself with an 
aboriginal. Similarly, in the case of surrender and abandonment, to which 
so much attention was drawn in the course of* the debate, it is not now 
necessary in all cases that the landlord should have the approval of the 
Collector for resettlement. The ‘power of interference by the , Collector 
has been removed in cases in which the landlord settles the land with an 
aboriginal. Next. provision for the transfer of a decree, to the Collector 
hte omitted, and the execution of decrees has been left to’ the Civil 
Jourts.” 


The Hon'ble Kumar. Suis Saiknareswar Ray said :— 
“Ts the Hon’ble Member in order in referrmg to these matters 2 ti 
The Presipenr said :~— 
“IT think that the Hon'ble Member in charge is quite in order.” 
* ‘Phe Hon’ble Mr. Commina, continuing, said :— 
~ “TL have been recapitulating the facts. The provision for the transfer. of 
-* a decree has been omitted, and the execution of decrees is now left to the 
Civil Court ; and, further, the prohibition against suits to set aside the order 
of the Collector has been modified to this extent that suits on the ground of 
fraud and want of jurisdiction are now permitted. Finally, in the case of 
surrender of abandonment, the Collector may only withhold his ‘assent to a 


settlement made by a landlord’ when he is satisfied that the surrender or * 


abandonment is collusive. These are, I submit to the Council, no small 

~ changes and indicate that a reasonable attempt has been made to meet. the 
various objections that were raised during the circulation of the Bill. For 

. these two:main reasons that the Bill is the result of long consideration, and 
that all. reasonable objections have been mot, I desire. to resist this amend- 
ment of referring the Bill again to a Select Committee. There is, however. a 
further reason which I may mention at this stage, and that: is a new one 

» since we last met, In December last, I said that J’ was not prepared. to, say 
‘that it’ was. imperatively urgent that the legislation @hould be passed at that 
- meeting, but I do say now that there should be no, further delay in the 
“passing of the Bill. In the Bankura district the stage will shortly be reached 

_ at which the preliminary record-of-rights will -be prepared, and I maintain that 
“vinieclan re “ ‘ 
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jt is desirable that the Santhals of that area should have tho benefit of this 
logislation before that stage is reached. TAM Tae Oh lig ie Rey 
In conclusion, Sir, with reference to this amendment, I “should. like to 
quote some.remarks of a general character. They are applicable to the case 
not only of the Santhals but also of the other aboviginals whose: cases have 
been mentioned in the’ schedule. The remarks are those of one who was 
once in chargé of this Province. The question is whether it is wise fora 
civilized Government to counteract the unfortunate effects of the inroad of 
civilization. On this point, Sir William: Duke once said that ‘he was fully’. 
convinced of the necessity of protecting aboriginal. and semi-aboriginal tribes 
agaiust unrestricted alienation of their holdings. He said that he knew that 
many, who freely admitted 'the incapacity of such people to maintain. them- 
selves against others who were more sophisticated and instructed .in legal 
processes, insisted that it was the inevitable result of the march of. progress 
that such backward races should go down, and that if they continued to exist 
at all they should do so as hewers vf wood and drawers of water. Sir 
William Duke has recorded that this view was unjust and cruel and founded 
onvarbitrary ideas of what constituted progress. He said that the communal 
system of most aboriginal tribes did not regard land as a saleable commodity * 
and that this system was not founded upon the Contract, Act. We have, he 
said, foreed upon them a civil polity which was not their own; and it was 
unfair to say that if it’ ruined them it was their own lookout. } 
.. Sir, I wish to identify myself with these remarks made. by one whose 
opinion should carry weight im this Council. I desire to oppose this amend- 
mont.” 7 f 3 . 


The Hon’ble the Mavanasapnrrasa Banapur of Burdwan. said :— 


“Sir, I am sorry to have to oppose Kumar Shib Shekhareswar in his 
moving this amendment. He has pajd in, opening his speech a compliment, 
which he thinks té be a compliment, to the members of the Select Committee ©) 
for their work in connection with amending the Bill. When one looks 
at the agenda paper and finds the number of amendments proposed by the 
Kumar himself one really wonders what are the objectionable features in these 
éwo sections for which he wants this Bill to be reeommitted to the Select - 
Committee, for I find that he has got one solitary amendment for clause 49H. 
‘Then, again, he has said in his opening remarks that the members of the Select 
Committee—by this he undoubtedly means the non-official members of the 
Select Committee—came to an honourable compromise regarding this Bill. © 
If according to him they came toan honourable compromise, I do nvt see what 
good those members in the Select Committee are going to do by the recommittal 
of this Bill to them. “But, if he does not really mean that, he probably means” 

‘a censure on the work of the Select Committee, which. of course, as a memper 

of that body I am not prepared to take lying down: Then again. if ane looks at 

the original intention of this Bif one finds that it really arose not orily from 
what'the Director of Land Records, Mr. MéAlpin, A ae but-also what the 
Commissioner of my division reported regarding the Santhalis in the districts, 
particularly of Birbhum, Bankura and Midnapore. I have not been able to 
ascertain as yet the number of my Santhali tenants in Bankura as my Super- 
intendent has been away, nor am I certain of the Midnapore Santhale in my 
estate, but in Birbhum' district Ihave a big mahal where’ there is ¢ rot 
number of Santhalis and my -khas mahal Bawatit to whom I wrofe, 

follows: * It appears from the tahsil records of lat Hukumap 
318 B.S., 1,820 pee of land wero in the ‘occu; 
tribes. In 1823, B.B., 2,110 bighas of land are in 
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decrees’. From this, Sir, it will appear that at least there are somo zamindars 
who do not gradge thé Santhali having lands in his own khas mahal zamin- 
dari. In fact I know of zamindars in these parts who welcome them as 
being good tenants. I, thorefore, think that for those zamindars at least 
the defence that the Kumar has made does not apply, because they can defend 
“thomselves and their good understanding between themselves. and their 
aboriginal tenants. Regarding the other tracts Tam not, of course, in a-posi- 
tion to say anything, -but I am not only sorry but in. fact unhappy in the way 
the Hon'ble pea has tried to defend the rights of zamindars in his fighting 
speech, according to his light. I cannot, help thinking that at the present 
moment more than at any other time it is essential for the zamindars not 
only to show that spirit of friendliness and co-operation towards their tenants, 
but. it is also, I think, not fair to. the other zamindars to try and make out, 
that the zamindars in their desire to protect their rights—and Iam more 
zealous about protecting their rights than anybody else, for I have a right to 
be—are trying—which unfortunately is the impression that has been created 
in my mind at-any rate by the Kumar's attitade—to wrest from the hands of 
the Government those rights and privileges, in such a way as would be 
misconstrued. or would give the impression: that the zamindars are anxious 
more to safeguard their rights than to extend protection to their own tenants. 
That would indeed be a most unfortunate impression to be created in the 
Council, especially at a time when the zamindars are on their trial. For 
these reasons I am sorry I am unable to accept the amendment moved by the 
Hon'ble Kumar.” 


The Hon'ble Mavivi Apu Kasem said :— 

“Sin, T vige to oppose the amendment moved by the Hon'ble Kumar and’, 
I associate myself with the remarks that fell from the Hon’ble Maharaja- 
dhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. We have waited too long’for legislation on 
this question and the zamindar’s intorests were represénted on the Select 
Committee by the foremost zamindar in the land. And [ cannot myself 
conceive what rights or vested interests of the zamindars have’ been violated 
by this Bill. The Bill is intended primarily to protect the Santhals and other’ 
aboriginals against themselves. The Bill was not drafted at the instance of _ 
an official but because the people themselves wanted it, and in protecting 
the Santhalis and other aboriginals from themselves some restrictions had to 
he put on the rights of the zamindars because otherwise the intentions of 
the Bill will be frastrated because the zamindars would sometimes interfere 
and make the provisions of the Bill absolutely.useless. The Bill, moreover,’ 
has been before the public for a long time and every zamindari association in 
the Province and those saibiaktod had an opportunity of submitting their 
opinions to Government and to this Couneil and all these opinions were 
considered, I believe thai at the last meeting of the Council the Bill was 
not passed on a technical ground, but, as stated by the Hon’ble Mr. Cumming, 
the time has come when this Bill should become the law of the land. 
With these few words I oppose the amendment.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Bompas said:— >, ‘ 
“ Sir, sitting on this Council as ‘a nominated official 1 owe Government 
a silent vote and I think I owe it nothing more. If I toke part inthe 
‘debate I am free to express my own feelings.’ My principal fecling at the 
sight of this amendment is one of dismay, and I devoutly hope that. this 
Council. will not sanction this extremely novel procedure. of starting the 
discussion of a Bill all over in after it has reached the very last stage. 
‘"Phis Bill has been through the ordinary course of legislation in ‘this Council. 
“was an tunity of discussing the principlesgof the Bill when it 
omhmitted tothe Solect Committee and it was dealt with by the Seleot 
‘The Select Committee presented an unanimous report and a day 
the ‘discussion of amendments. The Hon'ble Kiimar iad “a” 
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full opportunity then of asking this Council toamend the Bill in any f 
that he desired. Thon at the last moment when it was on the verge of 
being passed into law, by availing himself’ of a rale which has not been: 
brought into ase before I believe an Hon'ble Member is onabled to start the 
proceedings de novo. To-day we have a number of fresh amendments on the — 
agenda and I understand that there is wothing in the rules to prevent thi 

eration béing repeated ad infinitum. Tf this is to happen on'the discussion 

‘a small Bill of 12 clauses I tremble to think what will happen whem 
legislation of real importance and magnitude is under considération. Speak- 
ing for myself 1 should very much dread the. results if this Council gave its 
sanction to this innovation. ‘Although the Hon’ble Member has not given 
us any very clear indication of the precise amendment which he'desires to be 

. earried atid although his motion is that the Select Committee is to take such 
additions and ‘altorations in sections 49H ‘and 49J as will safeguard the 
interest of the landholder as well as ‘of the tenant, without. making any 
tinnecossary encroachments on’ the vested rights of either of them, ‘the 
Hon'ble Mr. Cumming has said that the speech dealt only with the rights of 
gamindars. And on'this l may say that if any member had any feat that this in 
a piece of grandimotherly legislation to protect the Santhalis against themselves 
and against their wishes T may mention one fact which I thinkjwill throw a light 
on that, As has been mentioned there was special legislation in force in. the 

~ Santhal Parganas on the lines of this Bill to protect the interest of the aborigines. 
When I was Deputy Commissioner of that district there was in my officea peti- 
tion sent in by a large number of villagers in the adjoining district, of Birbhum. 

T think there were about 40 Santhals who joined together and sent in that 
petition, direct. They hoped that they might be given the benefit of the 


logislation which protects the rights of aboriginals.and which was in foree 
in the Santhal Parganas. ‘They said in that potition—give us that law and we 
will undertake all the corresponding duties as they do in the Sauthal Par- 
ganas, They have to maintain their village roads free of cost and they are. 
fants ee certain other. forms of public. works. ‘These, Santhalis earnestly ” 
potitioned that they might bé allowed the burden on their shou 
that, they might receive the protection as early as possible, 
legislation, I do not think, however, that wo need worry abo 
ment on the vested interests of the raiyats. ; 3 “ 
‘There.is one other point to which I may refer. 1 think the Hon'ble 
Kumar is entirely mistaken in treating this Bill as if it were an attack on 
unscrupulous landlords. ‘Phere is no question of anything of that nature. 
‘As long as the law permits an aboriginal the right. of transfer to one 
another race there is no reason whatever why the landlord should take any 
intorest in the matter or interfere, but if alaw is introduced which forbids 
such transfers there is no reason to suppose that the ‘landlords or the agents 
of landlords will take any active interest in interfering with a law which 
does not benefit or interest them in any way. It will, therefore, be idle to trust 
to action on the part of a man, who has no possible interest in enforcing 
jaw and we are not dealing with unscrupulous ldndlords. Any one who knows 
the administration of zamindaries, knows that in the great majority of 
gamindaries these matters have to be entrusted to Nawabs and tabsil 
eee aT Wo have not a set of resident landlords devoting themselves to the 
detailed management of their estates. Thero is no-question of anything in the ~ 
nature of an attack on unscrupulous Jandlords, As has already, been sai 
es question of protecting the raiyat against himself and not against his land- 












| the encroach-_ 









‘The How's Kuan Summ Sirexmanzswar Ray said -— 
_ Sir, Tam not * surprised at the attitude taken up by 










Maharajadhiraja Bahadur—he has, to Teep up the family. 
‘to my Hon'ble friond Maulvi Abul. Kasom’s remarks, 
sg tame sexys that we e ae spares 
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those ‘nat are necessary, Why should. the Government in aM name 
of protecting Santhal tenants unnecessarily encroach upon our 
hem encroach upon those. rights which are necessary, in that re EY 
im, but Tdo not understand why he opposed my motion. With ech 








Pe “the remarks of the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan that T Lie 
got only one motion in. regard to clause 49H T may say that in fact T 


sent notice of five motions and I do not know why they were thought out “of 
_ order and were xesecteds so there is now only one motion against-my name 
-on the agenda pape: 


With regard i ‘the Hon'ble Mr, Cymming’a reply to my observations, he ~ 


does not say anything about whieh, I have not already dealt with in my 
previous speeches, but there are two things which I-should like to. refer to 
now. He has spoken of the opinion expressed by the Bengal Landholders’ 
Association. We should not try to hoodwink the Council. we all know that 
when the opinion was asked for Mr. B. Chakravarti, the life and soul of the 
Association, was busy with Home Rule affairs, and he probably could not. 

ive time, to the consideration of this question. Otherwise the opinion would 
Aa been on the lines of et of other Zamindari Associations. 

f (Cries of “ Order, order.”) 


~ With reference to the legal aspect. of the eater whether it can be 
referred back to the Select Committee, that is a legal matter and it is for the 
Adyocate-General to decide. Besides this thore is nothing further to add to 
_ what I have already said in this Council. I prayed for justice and fairness 
and it is my keen disappointment to realize that I prayed in vain. However, 
-have one consolation in that tho official reply -has hopelessly failed to prove 
that Tstand not on firm grounds of fairness and justice, and this fact sends 
a ray of hope to my disappointed soul and thus encouraged T stantl before 
the Council for its verdict on iny humble, and I think not unreasonable, prayer. 
A division was taken with the following result -— 


Ayers Noes 36. f 
‘The Hon'ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. ‘The Hon'ble Ms && Cumming, oa, ote, 


nem Maulyi A. K. Fazal Haq. Men ‘J. Stevenson. Moore, e.¥.0. | 
Babu Bhabendra Ghandra fay. sonic . Je He 





ot tebe. . ashi, OAR) 188, 
oy Mr C,H. Bomy 

hom. Mr WC, ‘Wordsworth. 

wy, CT alee, 

» 4 Be BH. Panton, 

+» Rai Priya Nath Mukerji Bahadur, 1.8.0. 
} on Drs Nilratan Sarkar. 


\ hon Med. Mackenzie. 
{0 Re Mn Wel HArden-Wood, c.18. 
iv Pe Mr. Aminur Rahman, 
mgm alt Heleesh Taha ca, 


wwe Rew. Dr. G, Howells 
tom Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, Kc. Ce 
1.x, Maharajadhiraja Babad 
Burdwan 
5. a! “iD Dba Praead Saabedhieaniced 
Rai r Chunder Ghose Bahadur. 
ae Bi As. ela GLE. 
ir A. Bir . 
Me ET Bien 
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Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray ; Mv. Cumming ; Maulvi A. K- Fazl-ul. Haq. 
Tho following members abstained from voting :— 


” 


H 


‘Phe Hon'ble Babu Brajendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri. 


Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 


he following members were absent :— ‘ 
The Hon'ble i Henry Wheeler, K.CLE., 0.841. 
ti 


” 


t. C, P. Gibbons, Kc. 
The Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 
Sir Rajendra Nath Mgokerjee, 6.0.1.8, 
Mr. Provash Chander Mitter. 
Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. 
Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, 
Mr. B. A, Martin. i 
Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 
Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 


Phe Ayes being 3 and Noos 86, the motion was Lost. ) 
The Hon'ble Mr. Cumming’s original motion (item No. 3 in the List of 
Business) was then put and agrees to. 


AMENDMENT No. I. 


‘The Hon’ble Mr. Cumming moved that forthe figures “1917 ”) in clause 
1, the figures 1918" be substituted. 

He said :— 

“ Sir, we now proceed to the consideration of the various amendménts. 
tabled for to-day’s mooting. Personally I desire to express an apology to- 


Hon'ble Memberg of i 
hhould have to, give another day's consideration to what is after alla 


they 8 


the Couneil for the fact that in connection with this Bill 


minor piece of legislation. The first motion which stands in my name’ has 
become necessary in view of the delay which has occurred in the passing of 


this Bill.” 


The motion was put and agreed to. 


AMENDMENT No. Il. 


Hlon’ble Maunvi A. K. Faat-u1 Hag moyed that the words and brackets 


*Maghs (Bakarganj district)” inline 12 of sub-section (2) of section 49A be 


omitted. 


© He said :-— d 
_ “Sir, T regret I have to be guilty of the offence of taking advantage of 
this occasion to move this amendment with reference to,elause 49A on which 
so inany amendinents had been neponed on the last occasion. [confess that 


these words did not seem to me 


such importance personally speaking, but 


{have received several letters from several influential people of my district 


these Magh 


of Bakarganj who have suggested to me that these words should be omitted, 
~~ and they haye given very weighty reasons for saying so. I may mention that 
's are really Burmese settlers who have come over to the Sunder- 
bans portion of the Bakarganj district and have settled down there — 
ordinary cultivators. 





‘As far as I am aware there is hardly Pepe to dis- 


tinguish these people fron? the. ordinary Bengali peasants and I z 
how, except by doing violence to the language itself, these people can at ee 


be cons! 


gem 


has preferred 


lrg 


pest: tel be of a class which is oa 

admit that it is gery difficult to define word ‘aborigines 

think that it is for this Ratses that the Hon'ble Member in ee ‘of the 
not to attempt any definition, but to leave the term 

a description. A 

do not think that there are sufficient reasons why these 


meant, by the Horm f 
Bill 






considering.the matter even from t 
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should be included in the term and given the benefit of this legislation. So 
far as they are concerned, their interests can be sufficiently safeguarded when 
the Bengal.Tenancy Act- comes to be amended as a larger measure, and for 
the present, therefore, 1 do not see any reason why this legislation should be 
extended to them. I would not have moyed this amendment had it not been 
for the fact that so far ax I am aware these Maghs are not exactly in the 
same helpless condition in which Santhals and other aborigines admittedly 
“are in certain parts of Bengal. The Maghs aro very shrewd cultivators; in 
some cases they are much shrewder, more business-like and more careful of ® 
their interests than the Muhanimadan cultivators who live in that part of the _ 
district. Unless, therefore, there are strong reasons why these Maghs should 
be taken out of the ordinary category of Bengali cultivators, I submit that no 
case had been made out for-including these people in this special pioce of 
legislation. I think, Sir, that unless such a case is made out, it is very 
undesirable that legislation of this character should be made too compre- 
hensive, As a matter of fact, this legislation should be extended to include 
‘only the cases of those who would otherwise be helpless and powerless 
to protect themselves. I would deprecate - any policy which would 
make this Bill something like what we have read of the old man in the 
sea in the Arabian Nights who on¢e got up na man’s shoulder and then 
on the neck and head and in a minute he was all over the bo ly. And. this 
Bill commencing with certain aborigines is now extending its hands all over 
Benzal and even into the peaceful district of Bakarganj. And if this process 
is allowed to go on, I do not know how far it will go. I submit, therefore, that 
so far as the Maghs are concerned, they should be left to themselves to be dealt 
with when the Bengal Tenancy Act is to be amended later on. If, however, 
* any special case can be made but against them T shall certainly be the last 
person to oppose their inclusion in the term, But as at present adyised, 
and in view of all the communicatious I have received from my district, 
there is .a strong feeling that tho provisions of this Bill should not bi 
extended to these people. With these few words I commend my amendmen 
to the acceptance of the Council.” 
‘The Hon'ble Mk Cumina said :— 
“ Sir, the Hon'ble Member desires that Maghs should be excluded from 
this schedule, on the ground that they are practically. ordinary Bengali eulti- 
vators. Jt is truo, he says, that he took no exception to the inclusion pri a 
previous oceasion, but in view of certain representations that have been made 
to him, he now desires their exclusion. The reason for ‘heir inclusion in the 
schedule, which, [may remark in passing, is only a description of aborigin- 
als, is that the Collector of Bakarganj described them in the following terms : 
Be said that, as a race, they are improvident ;. that unlike the Bengalis they 
live together in a communal system, and that it is only by legislation of the 
kind proposed in this Bill that it is possible to save the Maghs from: the 
results of their own thriftlessness. If this be the fact, Sir, 1 say that there 
is very little difference, if any, between them and other aboriginals to protect 
whom we desire to prss this legislation. It is true that Maghs have come 
over from the Burma border and have settled in Bakarganj, but ‘they are still 
looked upon as semi-aboriginal, In the colonization area in Bakarganj 
district, a separate tract has been Set aside for them for the double purpose 
of protecting them and of keeping them apart from the. influence of the 
surrounding people in that district. I frankly admit that their cage i8 not 
So Strong as that of some other aborigimals, but still I think that their ease is 
sufficiently strong to justify inclusion in the, schedule. It is to be noted that 
r sub-clause (2) of clause 49A, no action is ta be taken until Goyvern- 
nt ha tified that the provisions of this Act will apply to one or other 
























tribes mentioned in the schedule. I do not think that at the prosent 
“the Hon’ble Member, has sufficient justification for asking for theit 


lusion from the schedule.” 
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The motion was put and:lost. 


AMENDMENT No. Wl. nti 


‘the Hon'ble Banu Buavenpra Cuanpra Ray moved that the following 
be inserted after sub-section (2) of section 419A, namely ;— re 
* (Qa) No notification under sub-seetion (2) shall come into operation 
in any district or local area until six mouths after the publication of such 
gpotification.” Bese eras 
(25) Any landlord affected by any ‘such, notification may, within six 
months of its publication, object thereto before the Collector on the following 
grounds, namely :— < 
(i) that tne education and material condition of the aboriginal castes 
* or tribes specified in the notification are not of a lower standard ; 
than the education and material-condition of the general body, 
of non-aboriginal peasants inhabiting the said district or local 
area or neighbouring areas ; or ~ 
(i) that a large proportion of the aboriginal castes or tribes specified , 
in the notification is of a nomadic character.” ; 
(ge) It an objection is preferred by any. landlord on any of ‘the grounds 
mentioned in sub-section (24), the Collector shall. hold an inquiry: thereinto in 
the presence of such landlord or his duly authorized agent, and shallygive his_ 
decision with regard thereto in writing.” “gE 
(2d) An appeal shall lie to the Commissioner from any such decision 
of the Collector ; and every order by the Commissioner. on appeal shall be: 
subject to revision and modification by the Local Government.” 


He said :— 

“Sir, at the last meeting of the Council when I objected to the passing of 
the Bill into law, I. was charged by the Hon'ble Mr, Gumming with having 
taken an ‘unfair advantage’ of a particular rule of business. I did not 
know that in raising tho objection under rule 47, I could lay myself open to 
such a charge. If to avail uurselves of such little rights as wo possess under 
duly promulgated legislative rules be unfair im the official eye, I wonder how 
torcharacterize gratuitous attempts to supplement the rules of business with 
so-called notes which lay down maxims like copy-books telling us what iss 
right or wrong for menibérs to do. 

_ Sir, I do not mind the personal nature of the attack which the Hon'ble 
Member in,charge thought fit todaunch against me at tho last meeting. 

I am, moreover, prepared-to concede a monopoly, of fairness to'tho Hon'ble 

Member in. charge if ent i 


The Hon'ble Mr. Donaup sai 
Bs Is,the Hon'ble Member in order ?” 
‘The Prestpent said :— 
“No, he is not in order.” 









The Hon'ble Basu Buavenpra Canora Ray continuing said i— 


“Sir, the Bill immediately takes effect in the case of the Santhals of the . 
districts of Birbhum, Bankura and Midnapore who number 3 lakhs 82 thous- 
and odd. But in its potential scope, this measure affects three lalché more of 
Santhals in other districts, besides over 9 lakhs of people represented by the 
18 phorigisl classes mentioned in section 49A, sub-seetion (2). ‘Thus the 
potential scope of the Bill is about four times its immediate scope, so far as. 
~ numbers go. Tam prefectly aware that it is not the intention of the au 
ties woatend cones of the Bill to these classes all ae 
any inquiry into the circumstances of each particular case. 
‘hove hoa and read about this matter, it pce ag the 
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have for a few years been looking out for some such protective legislation 
for the Santhals, and-that the idea of making it embrace pther aboriginal: 
classes is an after-thought. We know that some regular inquiry was made 
with regard to the Santhals, particularly of these districts, but no such ins 
vestigation was ever undertaken in the other cases. Mr. MeAlpin, the author 
of the Bill, has no doubt favoured us with an expression of his views after 
the Bill was referred to the Select Committee, in course of which he 
enumerates these classes of aboriginals as deserving to be brought within 
the prospective scope of the Bill. With due deference to the Director of 
Land Records, it must be said that we have a. right to expect a thorough 
inguiry in the first instance, and an explanation from the Select Committee 
justifying the insertion of these.names. 

‘ir, to put the matter briefly, we have to depend mainly on the -testi- 
mony of Mr. McAlpin as to ‘the necessity of investing Government with the 
power of extending'this measure of doubtful wisdom to about 12 lakhs of 
people. And in giving a blank cheque to the executive with regard to 12 
lakhe of aboriginals, what safeguards are we providing against any indiscri- 
minate and unwise exercise of this extraordinary power? I propose in this 
amendment that the landlord should be given a chance of showing that in 
any particular case the circumstances do not justify the extension of the 
provisions of this Bill. Sir, I think J am right in saying that the intention 
of the legislature is to afford protection to the aboriginal against himself, 
not because he is an aboriginal, but because he is most backward and thrift- 
Jess. And before any protection is extended to him, it should be made clear 
that he,is actually worse off than the generality of the peasants of the non- 
aboriginal classes of the neighbourhood who cannot in any circumstances 
be brought under the operation of any such legislation. Sir, this represents 
the minimum that is due to the landlord in consideration of the great 
sacrifice he is being called upon to make in the name of humanity. And I 
hope the Hon’ble Mr. Cumming will see his. way to accept this amendment 
on behalf of Government.” 


The Hon'ble Mr, Cosme said — 


“Sir, the principle of previous publication has been adopted, as most 
Hon'ble Members are aware, in section 190 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. It 
is also used in connection. with many other Acts, but I think that the case 
of the present Bill is somewhat diflerent. It was urged by the Eastern 
Bengal Landholders’ Association when submitting their opinion; and un- 
doubtedly that view had weight when there was no distinct definition of 
aboriginals in the Bill as then drafted, but as Government have now declared 
‘explicitly who in their view will be considered aboriginals and when a full 
descriptfon has been provided in this schedule, the argument, it seems 
to me, has nearly lost all its, force. Indeed, the inclusion of..any 
particular tribe in this schedule is a warning that it is possible in the 
future that Government may deal with that tribe in the way in which 
it is proposed to deal with the Santhals. © There is, moreover, an objection of 
form. The Hon'ble Member has drafted the amendment with the inten- 
tion of making a prior inquiry obligatory, bub there is no provision for 
giving effect to the decision of the Collector or Commissioner as the 
case may be. Then again there is an objection in principle, because in a 
matter of this kind, I do not think it is correct that Government should 

~ delegate their power to their officers ; thé decision should remain with them- 
selves. Tho Select Committee had some discussion on the point, but, it .was 
not consi necessary, in view of the form in which the schedule has been 
prepared, that there should be a prior publication, _ For these reasons, Sir, 
an that the amendment of the Hon'ble Member should not be accept- 
‘the Council.” sae nat . ney peach 
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‘Tho motion being put, a division was taken with the follo sing result’ 
















Ayes-~ 10, Nors—26. $f 

‘The Hon'ble Kumar Shib Shekhsreswar Ray. ‘Tho Hon'ble Mr. J. G. Comming, o8:%, Om 
wy Baba Brojendra Kis! i ow) ay fd, BStewenson-Moore 0.0: 
* 0 Dr. Doba, Prasad Sarbadhil i 

: W) Roi Debender Chan * 

% oN Babu Bhabendew Ch * 
Yee "4, Akhil Chaudra Datta, ” ” 

"pall Mabeodra Chandea Mitra Bahadur, 

Yo, Mr. K.B. Dutt, ’ * Bompas. 

4". Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhari hee Wordsworth. 


‘Ambika Charan Mazamdar, ag: oer Payne. 
1"? 8. BH, Panton. 
"0" Rot Brive Nagh Mulhanji,”“Babadury 


1.8.0. 

«oy Dr, Nilratan Sarkar. fl 
"4, Mr, d. Mackeniia. 

” "W.-H. BL Arden- Wood, 0.1% 
ur Rahaman, 












"je Heishikesh Latha, ost: 

” Mr. B, Glen. 

” » Rev. Howells. 

aaa cy 

y » Mr EB. . 

” ” yy H. R.A, Lewin. 

” » Dr ‘Abdalla-al-Mamun Subrawardy, 

”  Maulvi ‘Abul Kasem. ’ 


; * "Khan Sabib Amen Ali 
The following members abstained from voting :— 
The Hon'ble Sir Bijay Chand Mabtab, K.6.8.L., K.C.1-E., 1-0.M., Maharaja- 
dhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 
” » Mr. Altaf Ali. 
” ;, Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 
2 oo» Mahendra Nath Ray, c..E. 


‘The following members were absent :— 
The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K.0.1-E. 
” 5) MrT. 0. P. Gibbons, K.c. 
a » @ the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 





9 G81. , 


" "Sie Rajendra Nath Mookerjeo, X.¢:LP- 
” eS a Provash Chander Mitter. 
” ” Arun Chandra Singha. 


ft Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

x ‘) Mr. E. A. Martin. 

4 vi » M. Ashraf Ali Khan Ohandburi. P 

"7 Maulvi'A. K. Fazl-ul Hag. s 18h 

4 » Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 4 
"The ayes being 10 and the noes 26, the motion was lost. 


AMENDMENT No. IV. 


.. The Hon'ble Bane Brosenpra Kisnor Ray Cuavpnurr moved that the” 
following be added at the ‘end of section 49A, namoly :— iby 


wi “(5) The provisions of this Chapter shall not apply to Shum 
cultivators.”’ ( i Monier 
é 

i ae i 
5 ual eo beatae ie beg to state is pertain, section’ 
classes in the Hastern istricts are known as Jhum | cultiy 

Fate described by the Sub-Deputy Collector of Mymensingh thus : ' 

‘ clodr the jungle, cultivate the virgin soil for two or three 
“then shift to othor jungles.’ Speaking from my personal knowle 
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“say that they do not generally pay any tent to the landlords. for the first few 
years, and as soon as rent is about to be assessed on their fields, they move, 
away to other quarters. In these circumstances, Sir, I, submit that it; 
Sal) not be wise or fair either to lay down that once a Jhum horde have’ 
touched upon a lard and left it, for fresh field according to their: wont,: 
the landlord must have nothing more to do with it, than to wait for the 
arrival of another batch of wandering tenants. Again, as regards the 
interests of the Jhumias themselves, the Sub-Deputy Collector of Merpencinig) 
rightly observes that : ‘the Bill, as it stands, would do more harm than g 

to the Garo cultivators by making it difficult for them'to make a profit by 

_ transferring their holdings to the more settled cultivators.’ According to the 
present legislation the Jhumias, after they have cleared the jungles, must 
‘wait—nobody knows how long—for aboriginal-purchasers to turn up, or they 
must desert their fields without gaining any return for their labour. J, 
therefore,’ urge ‘that the Jhum cultivators should not be brought within the 


scope of the Bill.” 


‘The Hon'ble Mr, Comaaixe said — 

“] quite appreciate the remarks of the Hon'ble Member ; but it is obvious 
that if a Garo has no settled holding of any kind he would, under no cireum- 
stances, come under tho provisions of this Bill ; while, on the other hand, if he 
has a settled holding, I ask the Hon’ble Member—why should the Bill not 
apply? Apparently; he basos his argument upon the opinion of the Sub-Deputy 
Collector of Mymensingh, who said that it would do harm to the Garos if they: 
were subjected to such legislation. ‘That opinion, however, is not supported 
by the Sub-Deputy Collector's superiors whom I have consulted. I recom- 
mond, therefore, that the amendment be not accepted.” 
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‘The motion was put and lost. 


AMENDMENT No. V. 


The Hon'ble Basu Brayenpra Kisnor Ray Cnavonvrr moved that the 
following be added at the end of section 49A., namely :— 

“(5) the provisions of the Chapter shall not apply to such raiyats and 
under-raiyats as have not been in continuous possession of their 
holdings for at least three years previous to the publication of 
a notification under sub-section (2)”. 


He said :— z j 
“ Sir, the main purpose of the Bill, as stated by Mr. Beatson Bell was to 
gecure the aboriginals against loosing their ‘ ancestral lands.’ ‘The clear 
intention of the Bill is, therefore, to protect those who are enjoying lands for a 
long period. I have fixed the period for three years as the maximum only to 
bring out. the latent intention of the authorities.” a 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cumaina said :— 


“J understand the Hon’ble Member wishes to help the Government by 
causing the latent views underlying this section to be clearly expressed ; bu 
-Lthink he has overlooked one very salient fact, and that is that by an intro- 
‘duction of a provision of this nature the administration of the Act would be 
rendered more difficult. It would be always possible to plead want of juris+ 
diction under section 49N and raise a question as to whether any particular 
holding had or had not been in postcenion of the particular raiyat for the 
term of threo years. Besides, I suggest one possibility to the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber, ‘The term is throe years previous to the notification which it is proposed 
to issue. Suppose for example a notification was issued #m the year 1920 and a 
/ ease came up for decision ini the year 1927 or 1930. According to the terms 
‘of this clause, the aboriginal will have to prove possession not simply for 3 
‘years but for 10 or 13 years, and 80 the évil would increase. T do not base 
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tay chief objection on this which is a minor point, My main objection is that 
this proposal will only lead to difficulties. I ay that this is a case of bene~ 
ficent legislation, and I objact to any furthor amendments which may be 
introduced to the impediment of the objects whigh the Bill has in view.” 

_ ‘Phe motion was pul and lost. 


AMENDMENT No. VI. 
The Hon'ble Banu Brasexpra Kishor Ray Caavpnuri, with the leave 


ofthe President, withdrew the following motion which stood in his name :— 

If amendment No. V be not carried, the Hon’ble Babu Brajendra_ Kishor. 
Ray Chaudhuri to move that the following be added at the end of section 
49A, namely :-— 

“(5) the provisions of this Chapter shall-not apply te such raiyats and 
under-raiyats as haye not been in continuous possession of 
their holdings for at least three years from the daté of settle- 
ment of such holdings.” 


AMENDMENT No. Vil. 


. The Hon'ble Kumar Sis SHEKHARESWAR Rat moved that the words 
“ who is a settled raiyat of the village within which: such land is. situated ” 
be inserted after the word “ aboriginal”, in line 9 of clause (b) of sub-section 
(2) of section 49H. ’ 


He said — 

“ Sir, this is the sole survivor of about half a dozen amendments that 
Lsent to the Secretary and I do not know what fate awaits it im the Council. 
Clause 49H gives unlimited power to the Collector to settle the land with 
any person he likes and on any terms he deems proper. I do not think it 
‘will be improper for a zamindar to object to an undesirable tenant, a stranger” 
forced upon him about, whom there will be no guarantee whether he will be 
able to pay rent regularly. That is why I move that the tenant: may bea 
settled raiyat of the village. Tn this case, at least there will be this much 
guarantee that the person is known to the zamindar and is nota total stranger 
and moreover he has ‘also a stake in the village ‘and also I think some sort, of 
preferential claim. Therefore, I hope, the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Bill will find his way to accept this amendment.” 


Pho Hon'ble Me. Comaaxe said ~~ 

“ Sir, at the risk of being tedious, may T shortly inform the Council what 
the procedure really is? The Hon’bla Member has attacked a portion of that 
procedure which js at the very fag end of it. If a-holding is transferred in 
contravention of the terms of this Bill, the Collector may eject the transferee 
and may restore the land to an aboriginal holder, and, failing such person, 
he may declare that the right of settlement is vested in the landlord. The 
Jandlord bas then one year in which to make a settloment, and it is not till 
after this period that the provision to which the Hon'ble Member takes 
objection comes in. According to the terms of the section, the Collector 
may settle the land on behalf of the landlord on such terms as he thinks fit ; 
and if he is unable to make such settlement, be will then give up the right 
of settlement, and an unrestricted right ‘of settlement will then yest in the 
landlord. I, therefore, put it to the Council that the Collector will only take 
action after the landlord has hatl one year to get a tenant to his Tiking. 
What then is tho objget of adding any further complication. regarding the 
discretion of the Collector which is to be exercised after the landlord has 
failed? The obligation of chosing a settled raiyat, will only have the effect. of 
creating a dispute ; and it is such disputes and such complications which T wish 
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The Bengal Tenaney (Amendment). Bill, 1917. 


vi Mr. Cumming. 


to avoid. Moreover, the very terms of the amendment seem to me to be 
irrelevant, in that the important thing is not, whether the tenant is a settled 
vaiyat or not, but whether he is an aboriginal. Therefore, I would ask'the 
Couneil to reject this amendment.on the main ground that the Collector's 
discretion need not be restricted, especially when the landlord who is most 

interested has had one whole year during which he can select a tenant to his 
own liking.” : 


The motion being put, a division was taken with the following result :— 


Ays—3,  * Noes—s3. 


‘The Hon'ble Kumar Shib Shekha ‘The Hon'ble Mr. J. G. Cumming, o.8.1. 
soy) Dr, Deba Prasad Sar ow Cod, Stowonson-Moor 
3 Babu Kishori Motan Cha Now on, de Kerr, os... ¢ 

. Ry Donald, ‘ote, 
oy ow LBB. OMfalley, 
FAA. Vowley, 
1} Ll-Colonel, W. J. Buchanan, c.1.8., 
. 























t . 
yoy Me CH, Bompas. 
ye Wa. Wordsworth. 
«owe om C.F: Payne, 
rs H. Panton. 





2) Rai Priya Nath Mukharji’ Bahadur, 
1 


0. 
, ” Dr. Nilratan Sarkar, 

Mr. J. Mackenzie. 

HH, Arden-Wood, cate. 








men >, Aminur Rabmans 
1) Raja Hrishikesh Laba, o..e 
yon Mr. R. Glen, 
2) Rew. De. G Howells. 
a yon Mr RW: Carter, cae. 
Sir A Birkinyre, Ke, 
> » Mr, B, Eden, 
ow oy Hee A. Tewing 
Dr. Abdulla-al-Matuun Subrawardy.. 





32 Mautvi Abul Kasem, 
Khan Sahib Aman Ali. 

oy Mr. Altaf Ali. 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, 

Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Babadur. 

Nath Ray. 

ni Nath Ray, 01 











, K. B. Dutt. 
Baba Anbika Charan Mazumdar. 


The following members abstained from voting :— 


Tho Hon'ble the Mabarajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 

. wo” Baba Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri. 
Rai Debondor Chunder Ghose Bahadur. , 
Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 


Tho following members were absent :— 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K.¢.1.8., C.8.1. Mi 
r Mr. T. GC. P. Gibbons, k.c. 
the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 
Soa on Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, k.c.1.8. 
Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. 
” ” », Arun Ghandra Singha. 
wnern » Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 





” * 


” on Mr. E. A. Martin. 
Si, ” ” « M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chayghuri 
- on « Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq. 
raat bead vate abe Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. — . 





f The ayes being 3 and the novs 33, the motion was accordingly lost. 
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The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1917, 
Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri ; Mr, Cumming. 
The Bengal (Aliens) Disqualification Bill, 1918. ‘ 
ere Mr. O'Malley. nd 


AMENDMENT No. VIII. 
‘The Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri, with the leave of 


the President, withdrew following motion which stood in his name :— 

The Hon'ble Bako Brosenprs Kisttor Ray Cnavpnurt to move that after 
section 49-O the following be added, namely :— 

“49P. Nothing in this Chapter shall afect the right of a landlord to 

receive any customary fee-from a transferee of 
eee ct monn 2 land edvording te the rate prevailing for the time. 

‘ being in the locality where such land is situated, 

and no transfer shall be valid without the payment of such fee.” 


_ LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 8. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cumm1ya moved that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Bill, 1917, as amended by the Council on the 18th December, 1917, and as 
settled by the Council on the 22nd January, 1918, be pagsed. 

He said :-— 

“have already made remarks of a general nature regarding the charac- 
ter of this legislation ; and it would be trespassing on the forbearance of the 
Council if I-were: to make any further remarks at this stage. I can “only 
repeat that this beneficent legislation is in the interests of the persons for 
whom it is being enacted and at their own request. It is not an attack upon 
landlords ; such restraints as have been put upon the action of landlords are 
such as landlords who themselves hold lands in the Santhal country are 
agreeable 10 accep\. T think, therefore, that the Council need have no 
misgivings that legislation of this nature, whether as regards Santhals or as 
regards aboriginals of the description mentioned in the schedule to whom the 
Rat may hereafter be. applied, will do any harm ; nay, on the contrary, it will 
do a great deal of good.” 

‘The motion was put and agreed to. 


THE BENGAL (ALIENS) DISQUALIFICATION BILL, 1918. 


Z LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEMS Nos. 9 and 10. 


The Hon'ble Mr. O’Maex moved. for leave to introduce a Bill to 
disqualify. certain persons from voting at elections. of, or- being elected or 
nominated as members of, or holding office in, local bodies in Bengal. 

He said :— - 

*Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill disqualifying certain 
persons from voting at elections of, or heing elected or nominated as members 
of, or holding office in, local bodies in Bengal. 7 

"Tho Bill is brief and self-contained, and it rgquires but little explanation. 
Under the Municipal and Local Self-Government Acts in force in Bengal 
there is at present nothing to prevent aliens either from voting at elections 
for local bodies, such as ‘District Boards, Local Boards, Union Committees 
and Municipal Boards, or from sitting as memberg of these bodies, or from 
holding responsible executive office under them. It is considered undesir- 
able that aliens should have these privileges, and I believe measures have 
already been taken elsewhere to disqualify them. In Bengal three Acts 
are aflected, viz., the Béfgal Municipal ‘Act, the Caleutta Municipal Act and 
the Bengal Local Self-Government Act; ‘and instead of amending these Acts 
it has been thought proferable to take the simpler course of having a direct 
and self-contained measure. in FE ee eS GH ated wee coma 
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‘The Bengal (Aliens) Disquatijication Bill, 1918. 


Mr. O'Malley. 
The Serampore College Bill, 1918. 
“Mr. O'Malley. 


"Phe Bill provides for the disqualification of every person who is not a 
British subject ora subject of any State in India ; the latter expression does 
not inelade the subjects of forsign European States in India. Aliens 
are not to be eligible to vote at olections for local bodies and.are to be 
“debarred from obtaining seats by means of election. As membership can be 

* obtained not only by election but also by nomination, tho latter method of 
admission to membership is also blocked by the Bill. As the responsible offices 
of Chairman, Deputy Chairman and Vice-Chairman need not always be held 
‘by members of the Boards, they have also been brought within the scope 
of the Bill; and it is provided that as soon as the Act comes into force 
aliens are to be deprived of their membership or of thoir offices if they 
happen to be members or to hold any of these offices at the. time. 

The general provisions of the Bill, which apply to all aliens, are subject 
to the important proviso at the end of the Bill which allows the Government 

_of Bengal, with the approval of the Government of India, to make an 
exception in the case of any aliens or class of aliens. The reason for, 
this proviso is that it is considered that the Armenians should not 
be deprived of the privileges which they at present possess. As 
long ago as 1688 an undertaking was given in a Shatter granted to an 
Armenian merchant, Logee Phanoos Calander, by the Governor and Company 
of Merchants of London trading to the East Indies, that ‘the Armenian 
nation shall be capable of all civil offices and preferments’in the same 
manner as if they were Englishmen born.’ This undertaking has hitherto 
been observed and it is intended to ubserve it. It is true that a considerable 
number of the Armenians, resident in Bengal, were born -in_ British India, 
and are, consequently, British subjects, and the questiow of disfranchiserent 
would not therefore arise in their case. It would, however, arise ia the case of 
those who were born outside British India, unless they are excluded from the 
scope of the Bill. We feol that if they were deprived of their existing rights 
Government would lay itself open to a charge of breach of faith with a 
community’ of people who have proved themselves loyal and useful 
citizons, and some of whom have played a leading part in municipal life. It is 
therefore intended that all Armenians should continue to onjoy their 
existing civic tights; and the Government of India have already given -an 
assurance that they are prepared to exclude Armenians from the restrictions © 
which the Bill imposes. i 

With these words I méve for leave to introduce the Bill.” 


The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley moved that the said Bill be referred ‘to a 
Select. Committee consisting of the Hon'ble Sir S. P. Sinha, the Hon’ble Mr. 
Payne; the Hon'ble Mr. Panton, the Hon'ble Mr. Mackenzie, the. Hon'ble: 
Dr. Abdalla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy, the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra.Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur, the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray and the mover, with instrac- 
tions to circulate their report in time for its consideration at the February 


meeting of the Council. 
The motion was put and agreed to, 


THE SERAMPORE COLLEGE BILL, 1918. 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM NO ii. 
he oats Mr, O’Matizy moved for leave ‘to introduce a Bill. to 


plement, and in certain matters to supersede, the Royal Charter of 
Tucorporation and the Statutes and Regulations of the Sorampore College. 


‘ 
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The Serampore College Bill, 1918. 


Mr. O'Malley. 
He said :— ay 

“ Sir, Ifthe Hon'ble Members will refer to the schedules of the Bill they 
will see that the Charter dates back to 1827 and the Statutes and. Regulations 
to 1833. I trast that the Members of the Council will bear with me if 1 give 
aibrief historical resumé in order to explain the circumstances which have led 
up to this Bill. 

The Serampore College was founded a,century ago by the little band of 
Baptist Missionaries known as the Serampore Missionaries. Serampore was 
then Danish territory and was known officially as Fridericksnagore. The 
College was incorporated in 1827 by a Royal Charter granted by the ‘King of 
Denmark, which gave it the powers of a University for conferring degrees. 
KM Hon'ble Members will refer to the ‘wanslation of the Charter—the original 
jg in Danish,—-which is printed as Schedule J of the Bill, they will see that 
the objeot of the College was to, ‘promote piety and learning particularly 
among the Indian Christian population of India.’ It authorized the College to 
confer degrees on the students that testify their proficiency in Science, acd 
it provided for the making and establishment of Statutes and Regulations. 
The Statutes and Regulations, of which a copy is printed as Schedule TL 
of the Bill, were drawn up in 1833. They laid down, in accordance with the 
terms of the Charter, that the Council of the College was to consist of a Master 
or President and at least two, but not more than four, members. They also 
Inid down that,—' learning and piety being peculiar to no denomination of 
Ghristisus’——one of the members might belong to any denomination other 
than that of the Baptists. 

Jn 1846 Serampore was transferred to the British by a treaty of purchase 
which recognized the Charter, for it provided that the rights and immunities 
which it granted to the College should not be interfered with but continue 
jn force in the samesway as if they had been obtained by a Charter from the 
British Government subject to the general law of India, I must pass briefly 
over tho vicissitudes of the College during the next half century. In 1856 it 
was placed by the Council at the disposal of the Baptist Missionary Society 


for-use in its educational work, both secular and theological, and next year | 


it was affiliated to the newly found University of Calcutta. 

Th 1900 a movement was set on foot for the reorganization of the College 
on the lines laid down by. its original founders. The objects contemplated 
wore to provide facilities for theological study in conjunction with a 
liberal course of general education ; to secure that the scientific study of 
Christian theology and biblical literature after a sound preliminary course in 
literature, philosophy and science should receive academic recognition similar 
to that accorded in Western countries ; and to utilize the College Charter for 
the granting of theological: degrees to students of all churches. In course 
of time it became evident that’ the denominational .limitations that the 
original founders inserted, would prove a serious obstacle to the realization 
of these ideals; Eventually the College Council came to the conclusion that. 
powers should be obtained by legislation to enlarge jts membership so° as to 
allow inter-denominational co-operation in the'government of the College and 
moved Government to undertake Jegislation. 7 

‘ ‘The Bill I have the hononr to introduce has been drafted in order to give 
effect’ to. tho wishes of the College authorities. Briefly, they desire to confer 
degrees in theology upon the students of the College under the powers gran! 
by the Royal Danish Charter, and they are anxious to place the constitution 
on a. wider inter-denominational foundation. . The Bill consequently provides. 
for an alteration in the constitution, the Council bein; enlarged to a maximum 
of fifteen members’ # addition to the Master, while one-third onlyyof the 
members must belong to the Baptist denomination. There is to be a faculty 


Which shall be responsible to the Council for the internal management, ‘of the. 





College ‘and a strictly ipter-denominational Senate, which will framo the courses 


studies and OEE b i Ye 
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Resolutions. 
Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, 4 


As regards the power ‘to confer degrees, the College authorities are 

empowered by tlte Charter to grant degrees to the students who are pro- 
ficient in sciencé ; and according to the ordinary meaning of the word they 
are in a position to grant degrees in non-theological subjects. I understand 
that ‘they intend to grant only theolozical degrees, but it has been thought 
advisable to subject their power of conferring degrees in other subjects to 
safeguards similar to those prescribed by the Universities Act. Accordingly 
it is provided in clause 13, that if at any time the Council of the Coflege 
shall intend to grant non-theological degrees, such degrees shall be confined 
to students of the College, and that before it grants such degrees’ it shall 
satisfy the Government. as to the adequacy’ of the establishment and the 
equipment of the College, the academic standard to be maintained and the 
financial provision made therefor. 
‘ T should explain that Government feel that the undertaking givenin 1845 
to maintain the rights’ and immunities ‘of the College implied at least a 
moral obligation on the part of Government not to amend the Charter in this 
way without the consent of the College authorities. They were aédordingly 
consulted about this provision, and it has been inserted in the Bill’ with 
their consent. I should further explain the use in clause 13 ‘of the words 
‘Government as defined in section 2(b) of the Indian Universities Act, 1904, 
in relation to the Calcutta University,’ That section says ‘the éxpression’ 
“the Government ” means in relation to the University of Calcutta the Gover- 
nor-General in Council.’ The Government of India will, therefore, have to 
be satisfied under the Universities Act as it now stands. It may, however, 
be in the recollection’ of Hon'ble Members that in the Convocation speech 
which His Excellency the Viceroy delivered last year he foreshadowed the 
possibility of a transfer of the control of the Calcutta University from 
the Government of India to the Bengal Government. He remarked :— 

‘It has been frequently urged that the timo has come for the Govern- 
ment of Bongal to take the place of the Government of India and the 
Governor to take the place of the Viceroy in the constitution of the 
University. Since J assumed office I have been very conscious of the grave 
inconvenience of the distance which separates the University: from its 
Chancellor ‘and the Government. of India. It is impossible for us to have 
that ¢lose and intimate knowledge of your affairs which only residence on the 
spot can give. But I donot think that the moment when we are setting up 
this Commission, whose recommendations we shall have to consider, is the 
moment for such a change. “As svon as the Commission has reported and 
action has been taken’ on its report, that will be the moment’ when the 
Governor and the Government of Bengal may well take over charge.’ 

The words to which I have referred have, therefore, been used in the Bill 
so that if at any time hereafter the ‘control of the Calcutta Uareetey is 
transférred to the Bengal Government and ‘section 2(b) of the Indian 

4 Universities Act is amended’ to logalize the change, there will ‘be: no 
necessity to amend clausé 13 and the functions assigned to Government it the 
matter of non-theological degrees will ipso facto devolve on the Government. 
of Bengal.” He 
.. | The motion was put-and agreed to. 

RESOLUTIONS. i 

(Under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public tnierest). 

LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM WO. 12. 


».. The Hon'ble Basu Kiszort Monan Cnavpnurt moved the following 
resolution :— Teese aaa i 

~ “This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the last batch 

of students of the Belgachia Medical School adrgpted in the year 1913, and 
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” Resolutions. 
Babu Kishort Mohan Chaudhuri. 


those who failed for ‘the first time in ono (or two subjects in the Faculty 
Examination held in'Novomber, 1916, be granted an opportunity to appear at 

_ the Licentiate Examination of the State Medical Faculty of Bengal as has 
been previously’allowed in the case of other students". * ° 


He sai 

“ Sir, the question was submitted to Government and it was, discussed, in 
the public press and I have had an opportunity of seeing. the Government, 
views in reply toa representation made in the columns ofthe Bengalee. When 
the State Faculty Examination was arranged for there was a notification that 
the provisional. examination would be held for two years upto May 1916 and 
thereafter. no examination for private students would be held. . At the time 
this was done the case of the students who were admitted in 1913 fora four 
years’ course Was not considered. At the time it was open to the school 
‘authorities to dismiss and close those classes or to warn the students about it 
but nothing was done. Apparently there was an. impression in the minds of 
the students as also the school authorities that when their case arises in 1917 
it will be favourably considered and they continued with their studies under 
that impression. But subsequently when they submitted a petition for an) 
exaiination to be held in 1917 it was not considered in their favour. 

Sir, 1 need not, I think,, make any very lengthy. speech. The. case of 
these students for whom I plead is sufficiently strong by itself to appeal to 
the good sense of Hon'ble Members. 

T confess my uttér inability tomake out why it is that the Government 
liave so long been persistent in their refusal to give these students an oppor- 
tunity for registering themselves. I need not; I think, dwell, at length upon. the 
disadvantages of non-registration which, 1 am, perfectly sure, every Hon’ble 
Member present hore is well aware of. I might only say that the disadvant- 
ages. are many and I really do not’see why these poor students should suffer 
from any such disadvantages while equally qualified candidates were given 
the opportunity, of qualifying themselves for registration. 

1 may briefly state the history of the unfortunate position so as to make , 
it elear to this Council that the Government are labouring under an entin 
wrong impression throughout on the question ‘ who. is at. fault? And.this 
wrong improssion I have no doubt is at the root of the wholo. situation, The 
Bengal Medical Act was passed in the year 1914 by this Council. About 
the time when the Bengal Medical Act was passed negotiations were going 
on between. the Government and the Belgachia Medical College authorities 
for converting that College into a first grade University College, as a rosult 
of which admission into the old college and school departments was stopped 
for the first time in 1914. But the existing classes started in 1912 and 1913 
were not discontinued, which at least shows that everyone in the College, 
T mean, the College: authorities and the students, were under the impression 
that the already admitted students would be given opportunities of qualifying 

- themsélves for registration under, the Act. of 1914. And this view. obtains 
support from a letter of Dr. R. G. Kar, the Secretary of the College, to the 
Secretary. to the Government of Bengal. I need only refer to a part of the 
letter which is as follows :— wii’ pane 


_ *(2) These students were given to understand that they will be allow- 
ed to pass out as their predecessors and the school was debarred from admit- 
ing any new students under agreement with the Government of Bengal with 
effect from June, 1914,’ 4s rate = yaa Abe he aie iney 

pa » cow. etter dated:the 2nd: October, 1916.) _ 
“Phiis it is that those students ore not! torblame. | ‘The reo 
the. representation of the. Indian Association whic 
blame thus proceeds upon 
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Babu Kishor Mohan Chaudhuri. 


the cotirse of the reply (published in the Bengalee, dated tha 23rd December, 
1917) the Government remark :- ‘The hardships from which the students 
referred to are “alleged to be suffering are the result of the- failure of those 
students to adapt themselves to conditions which were set out very clearly and 
in ample time to allow them to follow a coarse of study qualifying them to 
appear at the examinations of State Medical Faculty under its ordinary rules.’ 
But ‘may | ask, Sir, how could these students, after a year's course in 
the school, adapt themselves to the conditions .set. out. except by the 
discontinuation of further studies in that Department ? Tf soy why were not 
the students given timely information and warning or the classes dis- 
continued ? / Ky, 

Jt is of course truo that the State Medical Faculty immediately after its 
creation notified that examinations under its transitory provisions. will be 
held up to May 1916. But could it not be imagined by these. students, if 
they knew of the notification at all, that this notification was only provi- 
sional and when the transitory provisions existed and were’applied to. somo of 
the students that were already admitted before 1914 for a study of four years’ 
course, this concession would ‘also be extended to them when it would be 
pointed out to the guthorities that the notification made did not cover their 
case and it was not possible for them to appear at the Final Examination 
held in 1916? Sir, it is only natural to imagine so. When they see 
that students admitted in 1912 are getting a chance it is impossible, Sir, 
I say it is impossible for them to imagine that they would not be given a 
chance, The fact, that this notification did not cover their caso, they might 
have thought, was accidental by reason of a mistake or was only provisional, 
Surely, Sir, it is bad logic to.say otherwise. ‘To meet this it has beet 

. gaid that this concession—I mean the transitory provisions—was meant only 
for existing practitioners and not for students who had not passed out of the 
College. If that is so, how is it that some of the students were allowed to 
take advantage of these transitory provisions? Is it by mistake? The case, 
therefore, comes to this that some are allowed while ,others are not. And 
why this distinction? I find no suitable explanation: Besides, why was the 
concession subsequently extended up to November, 1916? I do not really 
understand why? One is, however, apt to think that this extension was 
made not to give the practitioners another chance, but only to meet the casé 
of the students, because the oxisting practitioners had already got some 
chances. i 

Sir, one is naturally inclined to ask the question—how does the 
Government suffer if these students are given a-chance to qualify them- 
selves? I am unable, my. Lord. I confess, to answer this question. Is. there 
any question of official prestige or anything of that sort in this question ? I 
think there cannot be any. Why then this persistent refusal on the part of 
the Government? Sir, I appeal to you to remedy this grievance. The 
matter may be said to be petty, bocanse the case of not more than 100 young 
boys is involved. But when you look at the matter for the future life of these 
400 unfortunate students the matter certainly is: very serious. By your 
refusal you take away some rights from some young persons, «who ‘will just 
begin. their life, possibly for no fault of theirs. When it does not injure the 
Government in any way, on the other hand it gives certain people the rights 
to which they are reasonably entitled, surely, Sir, it is not proper for 
the authorities to refuse their prayer simply because a discretion is vested 
in them. I will say Sir, that to refuse these students will bo .an arbi- 
trary and-not reasonable exercise of discretion. 

"The Belgachia Medical Institution has been thoroughly investigated 
into by the Government. and is admitted to be.a wall-staffed, well-equipped 
and well-m ed institution, I may be permitted to observe that*in the 

: in 1898 the Government of Bengal inted a Commission, with Colonel 
, ©. Sanders as President, to enquire into: the standard of admission, 


nd 
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curriculum and ent, The Commission eame fo the conclusion that 
their standard of ion otc., are the same as that of the Campbell Medical 
School and, may. be affiliated with a limited number of students. Besides 
the Government of India have by a recent notification in the /ndia Gazette, 
dated the 12th January 1918 (Home Department No. 202-C), empowered 
the Belgachia Medical College to grant certificates up to 1918. The notifi- 
cation is quoted below :— 

4m “oxerciee i855) da) aides the Governor-General in Council is pleased 
to authorize the Institution now known as the Caleutta Medical School 
and College of Physicians and Surgeons of Bengal, situated in Belgachia 
(Calcutta), to grant certificates of attendance and_ proficiency ‘to sucb 
studenis as shall have passed the fourth year examination of the said 
Institution prior to the 16th Mareh, 1918, subject to the following con- 
ditions... 6. 64 f t 

That shows that the-Government.of India arevalso satisfied that students 
passed out of the Belgachia. Medical College are fit to practise the Western 
medical ‘science under the Indian Medical Act of 1916. [ donot understand 
how itcan still be said that the very same students who are thought fit 
by the Government, of India sare not fit persons to be registered under 
the provisions of the Bengal: Medieal Act, 1914. And, Sir, \does it not 
create ‘an. artomaly between the workings of the two Acts, the Indian 
Medical Act of 1916 and the Bengal Medical Avt of 1914? I regret very 
much; Sir; that these students are even now, that is, after the notification 
by the Government of India, refused registration. 

Lastly; Sic, I may be permitted to refer in this connection to what 
happened in England when the Medical Act was passed there in 1858, The 
General Council were etipoweted to dispense by special orders with any 
provision of the Act in favour of persons who were already practising in 
the United Kingdom atid also in favour of medical: students who had com- 
méneed ‘their professional studies before the passing of the Act. That. 
is, Sir, what should be... Further, what was done by the Caleutta University ~ 
when in’ 1911 the: L.. M.S. examination was abolished? In order to 
afford every chance tol its unsuccessfal L. M. 8. students the University. 
allowed the plucked candidates: to appeat at: five chan¢es till November 1913. 
‘That isthe reason why I plead all vhe more strongly on behalf of the 1912 
bateh who got only one chance. “In justice they ought to be allowed more 
chances, It is inexplicable, further, why the Bengal State Medical Faculty, 
did not consider the case.of these students when they made the transitory 
provision. Is it because they were unawaré of them? | I do not think so. » Or 
Cara it. was a mistake! If so, it is time that the mistake should. be 
rectified.” the H 


The Hon'ble Dr. Niuratan Sarxar said :-— 


“Sir, here is a ease of real hardship. Here, as in Great Brita, before 
the passing of a Medical Act, there had beon practising members as well-as 
students “engaged in studios. According to the Medical Act of Great 
Britain provisions were made for declaring practising members as qualified 
for registration, that is to’say, members that had been previously practising: 
By the same Act also the students who had been engaged in uiedical studies 
had certain facilities for appearing at the examination and in the case of their 
Esstieaa such examination they were declared as holding 
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‘examination that would be instituted by the @xamining body that was to be 
formed for examining the students. Subsequently the State Medical Faculty 
was instituted and the State Medical Faculty ruled or a rule was made by the 
Government in connection with the institution of the State Medical Faculty 
tonthe effect that for two years passed students of such medical schools 
as Belgachia would be permitted to present themselves at examination to be 
held by the State Medical Faculty. and if they passed they would be con- 


» 


sidered as holding the medical qualification for the purpose of the Registration _. 


Act. So far it was’ all right, but then the Belgachia Medical School was 
admitting studeats up to the year 1913, and the Government knew it and the 
“Government knew that when the Medical Act was passed many of the 
students would not have obtained maturity as pupils at that time and that 
some of them must take a little time after the passing of that Act in order 
to attain maturity. Unfortunately no provision was made for such students, 
In fact two years ended by May 1916, that is the two years for which the 
State Medical Faculty was authorised to'examine the passed students of the 
vernacular medical schools or indigenous non-official medical’ schools that 
ended by May 1916, bat by that’time many of oar students did not complete 
their course in the school and the result was that many of them have been 
stuck. Sybsequently another chanco was given and that was in November 
1916 and then also many of our students dia not finish their studies and the 
hospital attendance, etc. The rosalt is that many: of them had no chance 
whatever to go in for the examination of the State Medical Faculty. 
However, I am only concerned with pointing out the inconsistency of the 
Government assurance on the one hand and the orders subsequently. passed. 
“What I am interésted in is this: Here is a fairly good number of deserving 
youngmen who are in'’a way practically declared as quacks for no fault 
of their own, Of course they may have a school certificate, at least some of 
them have, but a school cértificate is of very little use toa medical practi- 
tioner, particularly after the passing of the Medical Degrees Act, Under the 
circumstances if the Government kindly extend the transitory regulation to 
another year or two, giving one ot two chances to these students, I think that 
would bo helping a doserving class of young men. As regards lowerjng the 
standard of which we are all afraid and in which we are all interested, I 
think there is no fear of that, for the examination wil! maintain the game 
standard as in the past and nobody shall be declared registrable or as 
holding a registrable qualification before he passes an examimiation. »’The 
question is only one of giving one or two chances to students who have 
regularly attonded heir classes and regularly done their duty in the hospitals 
and ‘ed in every other way for the examination with the hope that they 
in their turn should have a’ chance of going iu for the examination. But 
unfortunately they find now that there is no chance for them. In- these 
circumstances I support the resolution which has bean moved.” 
‘The Hon’ble Baso Axi, Caanpra Darra said -— 
“ Sir, I have great pleasure in supporting this resolution, and in doing so 
T'do not propose to make any lengthy speech. [ would only say this that 
a very strong vase has bean made out by both the speakers who preceded me, 
especially the views of my Hon'ble friend Dr. Sarkar are entitled to great 
consideration, and I therefore hope that the resolu will be acceptable 
to the Members of the Council.” 4c) 
‘The Hon'ble Mr. Doxatp said ;-— : : 
“Sir, tho Hon'ble. Members who have supported this ution have 
made reference to the recent legislation weve te the. ul Medical 
© Act, 1914, and, the Indian Medical Degrees Act, 1916, but they have not 
considered the Dearing of these Acts on the question now before us. 
anderlying these two Acté-caanct-be Jolt, out of consideration. The 
now, befare us should be judged 
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policy, and if it does not satisfy that test it is not justified’ by - the: mere’ fact 
that it extends to certain students who have previously failed, or to others 

. who have not yet presented themselves, the favour of appearing either for a 
second or first time at the examinations of the State Medical Faculty. It 
is always éasy'to make concessions, but they must be’ justified by the general 
policy which is in view. It is always easy to say of any rule that it works 
hardly in a particular case and might be relaxed, but’ the purpose of the 
rule should not be frustrated. The whole basis of the two Acts I have 
imentioned was that, to secure the supply of properly qualified medical men, 
certain conditions had to be fulfilled, and it’ is inexpedient to allow men. to. 
call themselves qualified when the necessary conditions of qualification are 
‘absent. 


‘As the Council’ is aware, the Bengal Medical Act, 1914, created a 
‘machinery for the registration of. practitioners who had satisfied certain 
| standards. By this Act unregistered men were not prevented from. practising, 
but their status was in certain respects. made inferior to that of those who 
were on the registers. Subsequent to phat. Act, under regulations of the 
Qnd March, 1915, a body was created, known as the State Medical Faculty 
‘with authority to hold examinations for its Licentiateship and Membership. 
Those examinations are,registrable qualifications under the Bengal Medical 
Act of 1914. ,Subsequently the Indian Medical. Degrees. Act of 1916 was 
passed. — This Act prohibited the use of unauthorised degrees. It also 
restricted.the right of-conferring anything in the nature of degrees declaring 
that the recipient was qualified to practise western medical science to certain 
‘scheduled bodies ‘only: These were bodies which were regarded as capable 
‘of giving-an efficient medical training, and among them wag the State Medical 
Faculty in Bengal. Inaddition, therefore, tothe advantages of registration, 
this Act rendered it. still more expedient that men who desired to practise 
western. medicine should) undergo a proper preliminary . training, and that 
indeed was the intontivn, 1 do not wish to recapitulate the history of what 
may be termed the unrecognised medical schools in. Bengal, but- the legisla- 
tion to which I haye referred. rested, on the contention—which, was accepted 
by the’ Logislature—that the instruction imparted in them was inadequate 
and that men who ‘had. not submitted to better tuition were not, properly 
qualified. This is a most important point which affects the whole of the 
present resolution. 


While the Bengal Medical Act and the ‘creation of tho State Medical 
Faculty were under discussion, however, attention was drawn to the position 
of men who were actually practising medicine, but who had not fulfilled 
tho conditions of training which would enable them to secure a registrable 
qualification. The matter was referred to in the course’ of the debate in 
this Council on ‘the Medical Bill of 1914. ‘The consideration of the case of 
such practitioners led to the issue of what is. known ‘as the transitory 
provision in the regulations of the State Medical Faculty. I will read an 
mate froma letter of this Government, which explains the position.. It is as 

ows 


-*There.is in’ Bengal’ a considerable number of medical, practitioners 
who have not been trained in the Government schools or ‘collegs and they. 
are, therefore, debarred from any possibility. of registration, inasmuch as‘ 
only the Government college and schools have been recogiised in the, 
schedule and, though others may be recognised in the future, the 
fecogniti6n will not apply to'those who have already ‘passed out. * * * 
There was a very streng feeling that it was a hardship to condemn 
roe eis és ae be a swith einai without | 

“some! it 4 oving “they 'were worthy of a higher 
Pe EBS. pene of a Bill’ like the Registration Act’ must 
tually work some jin individual ‘cases; and it is usual to-'mi 
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dir. Donald. 
“that oe as far as possible by exemptions of class and individuals. * * 
ft : 


Should the State Faculty, therefore, be established His Excellency in Council 
proposes to provide that, while ordinarily it shall examine students only 
from colleges and schools approved by the Medical Registration lke 
it shall be open to the Local Government in individual cases, after consider- 
tion of the\training and antecedents of the candidate, to grant a certificate 
of eligibility for the examination,’ 


‘This recommendation was accepted by the Government of India with 
the rémark—and this was based on the suggestion from this Government— 
that “this system of certificates should not, however, be continued 
beyond the first two years of the Faculty coming into. existence.’ Before, 
therefore, I explain further the transitory clause I would emphasise that 
compliance with this resolution does not rest within the competence of 
the Bengal Government. If it was decided. to act in accordance with it all 
that could be done would be to recommend that course to the Government of 
India‘ and, as I shall presently show, that authority has definitely declined 
already to permit a relaxation of the rules. 


Tt may be convenient to read the transitory provision as it ultimately 
appeared — Sgneaey: 
'* Any person who has undergone a full course of training in any medical 
college or school and has obtained a certificate to that effect from the head 
of such college or school may, at, the discretion of the Governor in Couneil, 
be granted a certificate enabling him to appear at the Final Examination for 
the Licentiatoship within two years from the constitution of the Faculty ; 
and on his appearing at such examination and satisfying the Examiners, he 
shall be dee! eligible for election as a Licentiate of the Faculty,’ 


It will be seen that, as directed by the Government of India, this 
detinitély prescribed a two years’ term for the continuance of the special 
system. ‘The reason of this time-limit was, firstly, that it was not expediont 
that this intérmodiate concession should be of indefinite duration, thus delay~ © 
ing the inauguration of the state of affairs which was deemed to be necessary 
in the interests of medical efficiency. Secondly, assuming the existence of 
actual practitioners whose medical qualifications were in reality’ satis e 
despite the course of training by which they had arrived at them, it was 
thought that two years was sufficient for such“a man to rub up his knowledge 
for the purpose of examination. This was the scope of the concession as 

iginally contemplated, but the Bengal Government, in its wish to minimise 
fndevidusl hardships, mado a slight extension in its terms. They allowed any 
one to compete under this clause who passed out of an unrecognised school 

rior to the 16th March, 1916, which was the date of passing of the Indian 
Medical Degrees Act. This privilege did, in fact, meet the case of those - 
students. who, at the time of the issue of the regulations, were at a fairly 
advanced stage of their studies and who might pan found difficulty in 
restarting them elsewhere. ‘Vhose who were then junior had ample opportu- 
nity of knowing what their precise position.was, and if they did not desire 
to accept the disabilities entailed by continuing their training in these schools, 
of making other arrangemonts for their training. “ 


_ However, in pursuance of their same wish to leaye no reasonable ground 
of ex int, the Bengal Government, took yet. another step. Under the rules 
of the ulty examinations were held twice yearly, in,May and November, 
and the first examination was not held till May, 1915, although the Faculty 
was constituted on the 11th Angust, 1914. This. meant that the term of two 
from the latter date would not have included te. fourth examination of 
mber, 1916. It was‘thought, however, that a reasonable interpretation 
_two years’ period was four examinations, and the regulations were 
ied, with the assent of the Government of India, so as to include this 
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examination of November, 1916. In making this fact known by communiqué 
and by direct communication to the schools it was explicitly said that this 
was the last examination under the transitory clause which would be held. 
There is-no excuse, therefore, for any one to say that they did not know 
where they stood, while, as I have endeavoured to show, every effort was 
made to meet cases in which hardship might possibly be alleged: 

_. However, despite these measures Goyernment still continued to bepressed 
to dd more and prior to to-day’s debate eight representations have been sub- 
mitted on the subject, namely :— 

I. From the National. Medical College, dated the 28th January, 1916, 
asking for an extended term of five years, (in all) for the transitory 
provision. 

Il. From the National Medical Register of Coorg, dated the 2nd 
May, 1916, asking for a two years’ extension of the transitory period, te., 
taking four years in all: r 

Ill. From the Belgachia students of 1913, dated the 14th Sep- 
tember, 1916, asking for leave to appear at the Faculty examinations. 

IV. From the Belgachia students of 1912 and 1913, dated the 10th 
February, 1917, asking for leave to. appear at the Faculty examinations. : 

V. From the Belgachia students, dated the 26th March, 1917, asking for 
leave to appear at the Faculty examinations. 

VL.- Front those who failed in one or two, subjects at the last examin- 
ation, dated the 29th May, 1917, asking for leave to appear once again. 

VII. From Dr. M. N. Banerjee, dated the 4th September, 1917, asking 
for two more chances to those who passed out of Belgachia before 
March, 1916, 

“VII. From the Indian Association, dated the 19th October, 1917. 


‘asking that all passed students of the unrecognised. schools should -be given 


at least, one more chance. 

IX. From the students of the Belgachia Medical School, dated the 17th 
January, 1918, asking for the acceptance of this resolution. 

To none of these the Local Government saw their way to accede, beyond 
the extension over the examination of November, 1916, to which Thave 
already referred, while the fourth and sixth memorials were rejected by the 
Government of India. ; 

This thon is the position, and we now have the matter . raised for the 
ninth time by the present resolution.’ To its acceptance I would urge the 
following objections. 

‘In the first place the whole case for the Bengal Medical Act and the 
Indian Medical Degrees Act (which, I would repeat, has been accepted by 
two Legislatures) rests on the fact that the medical training of the .unrecog- 
nised schools was utterly bad. These schools were treated with mueh 
patience ; every effort was made to induce them-to reform themselves, and it 
was not until these failed that resort was had to legislation. As regards, 
Bolgachia the school has, I must admit, since sought to attain.a higher standard 
and I may mention that in so doing Government ‘has given it liberal 
assistance, with the help of which we wish it all success in its future career, 
But even in that school there was delay'in taking steps to reform. The rest 
declined practically to do auything, It'is not reasonable, therofore, that we _ 
should now be asked especially to provide for those students who were 
content to continue in cigeumstances of. which they could easily have foreseen 
the consequences. If the training of these schools ‘was bad, then in allowin 
their students to compete at the Faculty examinations, we dre on 

‘ ¢ : 5 ka ay AM 


ee 












——- 


pias ie : ‘Resolutions. 














Mr, Donald ; Babw Kishor’ Mohan Chaudhuri. 


facilitating the registration of ill-equipped practitioners. We have already 
made’ concessions. and in 1916 we said we could do no more, 1 submit 
that we have treated these men fairly, and we merely deprecate the value 
of the Licentiateship if. we allow improperly trained men to take it. Tt 
is not a full answer to say that a man who can pass the examination must be 
competent ; if examinations are the sole test, tlre whole’case for insistence 
apon efficient. preliminary tuition (whether it be in medicino or anything. else) 
disappears. > 

Secondly, as regards those who were in practice at the time of 
the Act, I have shown why a two years’ term was adopted, how it was 
extended in order to give to it that full effect that it might be argued was 
meant, and how at that stage there was intended to be finality. For revising 
that decision no adequate cause has, | submit, been shown. 


‘Thirdly, in matters of this kind there must be definite regulations, and 
probably no regulation has, ever been framed under which it is not possible 
to argue a hard case. But that consequence does not justify the relaxation 
of rules to an extent which would practically nullify the object for which 
they were promulgated. 

Fourthly, if we grant further concessions, where are we to stop? The 
facts regarding previous representations which I have given to the Council 
show that there is no unanimity as to the remedy. If we benefit the 1913 
students then why not those of 1912? If we help the Belgachia men then 
why not those of the other unrecognised schools? I had a letter yesterday 
from Dr. Mulli¢k and he raised this question. If the Belgachia students of 
1918 were admitted to this examination, why should: the students of his 
school not beadmitted? And again if we give one more chance, then why not 
two, and soon? The path of concession is a slippery path. 

For these reasons I cannot recommend the acceptance of the resolution 
even if its fulfilment lay within our power, which it does not. It must be 
remembered that thero is nothing in these restrictions which prevents an un- 
qualified man from practising ; the object of this legislation has been merely 
to define the status of those who are accounted to be duly qualified and.to 
prevent the assumption by those who are not fully trained of titles, ete., which 
might lead to the presumption that they were.” 


‘The Hon'ble Banu Kisrort Monuy Caavpuvri said :— 


“Sir; I have submitted all that I have got to say and everything has 
been very clearly explained by my Hon'ble friend Dr. Sarkar. I really eannot 
understand the position of Government and from where the difficulty comes. 
I was referring to the Belgachia School which has been acknowledged after 
an inquiry and also by a Government notification to be a fit institution to- 
grant certificates. The pass students who would be qualified under the 
provision of the Medical Degrees Act, 1916, will be considered as quacks under 
the Bengal Medival Act, 1914. As to the training, they have got sufficient 

* training to undergo any examination uader the provisions of the State 
Medieal Faculty and a certificate granted by the school authorities should -be 
quite sufficient. They do not claim that without an examination they should 
be registered. They are fully prepared tosit for another examination. Just 
@3.a concession was made to the L. M. S. students of the Medical College 
a similar concession may be made for the students admitted in 1913 and who 
through no fault of their own are debatred from practising as registered 
medical practitioners, As far as I can see, there is no valid reason why 
Government should refuse this concession to them, - I have been told that the 
final decision rests with the Government of India, Qhat may be so. My 
proposal is that a representation be submitted to the Government of India 

' setting forth the prosent situation. The recommentiation of the school 
authorities may also be submitted to them. That is all I have got to say, 


and I hope the Council will support my resolution.’ 
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The motion being put a division was taken with the following result — 
Ayer—25. Noes—15. , fet 
‘Phe Hon'ble Mr J. G. Cumming, 6.8.1. C168. 
7 . Mr. C, J. Stevenson Moore, 6.7.00 
7 ” Mr. J. H, Kerr, c.8.1. 






one. 
* Mr J. Donald, c.1.8. 
"Me 1.8.8, O'Malley. 
Mahtob; K08ly yyy MEBs As A Cowley, 
x 1.0._.,  Maharajadbiraja yw ol. W. J. Buchanan, 1.8, 
Bahadur of Burdwan. Z 
si Kamar Shib Shokhareswar Ray. ed onker TI. Bompas. - 
Babu Brojendra Kishor Rey Chawdhury. yy Me W. G. Wordaworth. 
Dr, Dova Prasad Sarbadhikar, o.1.t yon Mr C.F. Payne. 





Ral Debender Chander Ghose Bahadur. yy Mr. B 4. H. Panton, 
Mr. F. W. Carter, ct ‘ * Rai Priya Nath Mukheryi Bahadur, 160. 
Mr. 







1°” gir'A. Birkymyre, XT meth. J. Mackenzie. 
oy Mr. H.R. A. Irwin. 94 a HH. Arden-Wood, 6.1.8, 
Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Salirawardy. Hy a ‘Eden, 


Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

Khan Sahib Aman Ali, 

Babu Bhabondea Chandra Rey. 

‘Mr. Altaf Ali. ! 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

Rai Mabendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 





Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

4 Babo Maheadra Nath Ray, 0.1% j M ips 
Yow Mr KB Dutt. 

Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, 

Babu Ambike Charan Mazamdar. 


The following members were absent :-— 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K-C.LE., C81, 

‘ * Mr. 'T. C. P. Gibbons,’ k.c. 

The Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 
Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, K,C.1.E. 
Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. 

Mr, Arun Chandra Singha, 

Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

Mr. KE, A. Martin. 

Mr. M, Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 

Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Hag- 

43 * Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 


The Ayes being 25 and the Noes 15, the motion was carried, 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No, 13. 
‘Phe Presipenv gaid :— ; ; ‘ 
‘Pho resolution which is now going to be moved consists of three parts, 
and T am going to put them separately to the Counel ; but if the Hon'ble 
Member desires ho can deal with the whole resolution in his opening speech.’ 
‘The Hon’blé Banu. Kisnor: Mowax Caaupaurt then moved the following 
resolution -— c BP catty q 
This Council recommends to the Governor jn Council that— ry 
(@) early. steps “bé ‘taken to impart suitable instruction in improved" 
methods of agriculture, and that demonstration farms be e: 
lished in different cenbres in this Presidency ; Plat 
(i) arrangements be made for teaching and giving- practical Xu 
 aoing ce leg 


in elementary agriculture in primary” schools. 
referent to Towal needs ; and Bee 7 
_ (iti) a committee be formed of | offici 
experts to frame ralés and tions for 
“tion in all its branches and al jects.” 
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He said :— 


“ Sir, the question of agricultural education involved in, my resolution 
has now been taken up in right earnest by the Calcutta University. That. 
it is not only desirable but it’is necessary to take steps to promote the 
teaching of agriculture is, I can take it, an admitted fact. It is really the 
“bread” question of the'day. We want’ rapid’ spread of education but such 
education is necessary as will enable us to earn our livelihood independent of 
Government service. We must loarn how to stand on our own legs. Bengal 
consists mainly of an agricultural population and the need for this branch of 
education is felt alike by the Government and the people. There was a 
Conference at Sitnla'as to the means of spreading agricultural education and 
we hear conclusions were arrived at, but we do not’ know of anything that 
has been done as yet in this direction. I think it cannot be postponed any 

. longer. Now that the University has drawn up a scheme for diploma, license 
and degree examinations in’ agriculture, it is urgently necessary that a 
thorough and practicable scheme well suited to the requirements of the 
province should be drawn up for the primary as well as secondary schools. 
The Agricultural Department ‘has not been able todo much in this behalf. 
The reason is that it has not been able to create an interest for thé general 
public.» Whatever is doné in the ‘experimental’ farms is not communicated 
and demonstrated to the agricultural class. Moreover, the costly experiments 
carried on in the experimental farms cannot benefit the people. Regular 
arrangements for theoretical education in agriculture supplemented by 
practical training in ‘demonstration ' farms are urgently necessary. 

The scheme prepared by the University aims, it seems to me, at the 
establishment of a separate college. If it is not possible at present to have it, 
some of the colleges—e.g., the Dacca and Rajshahi Colleges—can be 
selected for affiliation in agricultural studies and additional arrange- 
ments may be made for proper training at moderate cost. The scheme. in 
my opinion, should be prepared in such a way as may enable the University 
to grant diploma’or license on the result of the Intermediate Course and the 
Degree examination may be completed in'two years like other Degree exami- 
nations. However, this isa suggestion only and it is for the Umiversity to 
consider the details. I propose that Government should accept the principle. 
A Committee should be formed for the preparation of a scheme ‘with the help 
of the experts and in co-operation with the University, for agricultural 
training in the lower stages. My idea is that in the ‘primary’ schools agricul- 
tural education should be compulsory. But as there may be differences of 
opinion on that point I suggest, that the proposed committee may be directed 
to consider the question. In the secondary stage it may be optional so that 
those who like to take up agriculture.in their College ‘education may take 
advantage of this optional branch, The’realdifficulty is in the practical train- 
ing. As Ihave already submitted, * demonstration’ farms should be largely 
arranged for so that the pupils may got the practical training there at least 
for aterm. These are things, however, for detail which should be dealt_ with 
by the Committee. All I want is that Government will be pleased to take up 
the matter and do the needful in furtherance of this movement, which has also 
been recognised by the Simla Conference and the Calcutta University. 

The damonetiention farms as soon as self-supporting may be made over 
to the local Committees.” 





The Hon'ble Mr. Cumace said -— 


j “Sir, it certainly requires no words of mine to commend the improve- 
‘mont of agriculture in a country inwhich the chief dustry is agriculture. 
‘The: Hon'ble Member desires that. Government should institute instruction in 
agriculture in colleges, in middle schools, and in primary. schools. I shall 
deal with these in turn as the occasion arises ; but, probably, the more 
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convenient way of dealing with the resolution is to take the heads as they 
stand in the agenda. a‘ " ‘ 

First of alf, regarding the imparting of suitable instruction in improved 
methods of agriculture and the establishment, of et Ben farms in 
diffevent centres in this Presidency, T may say at once that Government - 
accept that part of the resolution, But, I should like the Hon'ble tema to 
realise that the extent and nature of improvement in the methods of -agricul- 
ture is only one 0f the many problems, which lie before the Government in 
the Agricultural Department. It should also be realised that farms which 
are called demonsiration farms are also experimental farms to a large extent 
for tho purpose of investigation and research. At preseniwe have six such 
farms in this Presidency, and it is in contemplation to proceed further, so 
that in due course there will be a small farm at the headquarters of each 
district. 

Turning now tothe second portion, as regards the teaching and the ° 
giving of practical training in elementary agriculture in primary schools with 
special reference to local needs, I fear that though the Hon'ble Member has 
referred to the literature on the sabject, he is not fully acquainted with 
the conclusions to which the various Conferences have come. As regards his 
proposition that elementary agriculture as such should be taught i primary. 
schools, the opinion which the advisers of Goyernment have deliberately 
formed is thut all attempts to teach agriculture as such in primary schools 
should be abandoned. This was one of the resolutions of the Conference on 
Agricultural Education held at Pasa in February 1916. The terms of that 
resolution ware as follows :. The Conference considered that all attempts to 
teach agriculture in primary schools should be definitely abandoned, and they 
desired to reaffirm a resolution of the Board of, Agriculture passed at 
Coimbatore in the year 1913. The resolution passed at. Coimbatore in, 1913, 
was that the Board of Agriculture.considered that tle question of a sym- 
pathetic co-operation’ between th educational and agricultural departments 
in adapting rural education to rnral needs was one of great importance. Tn 
other words, what they considered important wes not the teaching of agricul- 
ture to the sons of agriculturists, but that in giving primary education to the 
sons of agriculturists, regard should be had to their, environment and that 
the curriculum should be such as would appeal to the eyes and minds 
agriculturists. During the proceedings of a later Conference held at Simla 
in June:1917, the Conference passed a resolution in the following terms :— 

‘The Oonference also strongly insist on the desirability of adapting 
primary education in rural areas more closely to rural needs. “Whilst agree- 
ing that no attempt should be made in primary schools to teach agriculture 
or horticulture as-such, the following suggestions are made towards the solu- 
tion of this problem.’ - 

Then follows a number ommendations, with which I shall 
not trouble the Council; but the purport of them all is that instruc- 
tion in primary schools should be such that boys brought up in a 
rural atmosphere will appreciate. So, sir, regarding the second part of the 
Hon'ble Member's resolution, I fear that this Government cannot, accept 
it. The proposal has been definitely rejected by two All-India Conferences and | 
the Government of Bengal have in thoir turn also definitely endorsed the 
same decision. When the mattor last came up for consideration, it. was held by 
the Bengal Government that the attempt to teach agriculturein primary 

_ schools should be definitely abandoned ; that it was useless, to. repeat the 
arguments which had been used against the system, but that there was 
decided advantage in making a definite declaration that the attompt was 
‘impracticable. T do Sot wish, however, that the Hon’ble Mover should infer 
‘from this that Government are in any want of ap eee with the: interéat 
that he has at heart. The obvious difficulty lies in the provision of suitable 
‘teachers. Ong of the most competent men in India 
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“that point has stated that it is absurd to expect a boy to acquire any scienti- 
fic knowledge worthy of the name in’ two years’ time j ard unless, he said, the 
téachers were fully trained any method of instruction was absolutely useless. 
The Hon'ble Manny ‘himself knows what class of primary teachers we have 
at present in our primary schools. 
© Tnow turn to thé ‘last sub-head of’ the Hon'ble Member's. resolution 
thata Committee >be formed of officials and non-officials to frame rules for 
agricultaral education in all its branches, Undoubtedly, the subject is one 
which will always repay further investigation and further discussion ; but 
At the present moment, we have to look back upon what has been said by the 
All-India Conferences which were convened for the very same object, namely, 
to lay down principles for agricultural education. © One of these Conferences 


was held at Pasa in February 1916, the second ‘was held at Simla in June 


1917, and the third has just been held under the auspices of the Board of 





Agriculture at Poona, the record of the proceedings of which has not yet 
been forwarded to this Government. One of the points on which we hope to. 
get further instraction from the proceedings of the Poona Conference is the 
question of thé framing of a syllabus for agricultural middle schools, and 
until we receive ‘that, we are not.in a position to proceed any further in this 
matter. The question which the Government of Bombay have raised is 
that instraction should be given to the sons of agriculturists who after a 
period at the Retodt should go back to their land. Jt has been suggested 
that similar schools should be established in, Bengal, but so far there has 
been no-local demand for any school of this deseription. On the other hand, 
“the question of the provision of a short course of training in scientific 
ayriculture for the sons of landlords, not of agriculturists, was raised in 1916, 
The proposal received a lukewarm piporet from the Landholders’ Associations 
‘who Were consulted, and, as the Bastorn Bengal Landholders’ Association 
‘Were not prepared to guarantee even the small numbér of ten students to 
attend classes at Dacea for three months, the proposal was dropped. I need 
hardly repeat that Government have every sympathy with the motives which 
inspired the Hon'ble Member to bring forward his resolution ; but I am not 
prepared to dccept it as a whole. Tho acceptance. of ‘the first part has 
already boon mentioned ; the second portion is contrary to the universal 
Spinion of experts, both agricultural and educational i and as regards the third 
part, I would ask the Hon'ble Member to be good enough to accept the 
assurance of the Government that the consideration of the question is, in 
‘hand. But before I resime my seat,’ I would ropeat to the Council, as 
regards the whole question of agricultural education with reference to the 
Actual ‘agriculurists, the wise words of the present Agricultural Adviser to 
the Goveriment of India.’ He submitted an excellent memorandum to the 
Conference that was held on the Subject of Agricultural. Edueation at Simla 
in 1917, and therein he made the following remarks :—. 

‘For the great illiterate mass of the population, it, will probably be 
“novessary for miny years to come to rely on demonstration. As education 
4nd’ co-operation Spread there will be a higher standard of instruction on: 
which i¢ will be possible to super-iinpose the various forms of agricultural 
“education which have'been introduced in other countries. But it is doubtful 
whether India should disregard the general experience of these countries and 
gtiempt to give an agricultural education otherwise than on the basis ofa 
‘Sound general education. For the present, perhaps, the wisest policy seems 
to be, by improved agriculture and co-operation, to raise the general standard 


» of education. When that object has been achieved, if will be easy to add 


anything that may be required in the way of speciMized training.’ ” 
Bauo Kistort Money Ciaupaunt said--— aa 3 
gratetal to Govorament for the acceptance of the principle 
rst 


in the part of my resolution. As-regrds the second part, that is 
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to say whether in primary schools agrieuliare should | be taught 0 
Tam aware that there is ‘good deal of difference of opinion on the point 
think that, as IT have already said, we ought to create interest, in the minds of 
the general public in agriculture—by ‘general public T mean the agricultur: , 
class. _ Bengal consists mainly of agricultural population. Every, gentleman: 
in Bengal, at least in Northern and Hastern parts of Bengal, has get some — 


land, and if a small farm, or even 100 bighas of land, could be prone *y 
th 





mat and the suitability of the soil, manure, selection of seods, te 
- resisting methods and all such things can be taught properly, not only the Bi 
oly agriculturists but also the middle class gentry would be much 
fs nefited, If any such thing is to be done it should be done from the primary 
athsalas. “The question may, however, be investigated. i Ae 
~My third suggestion, is that a Committee of official and non-official 
members with experts may, be formed and a farther investigation may be 
- made as to how to make this branch of study interesting to the. rising 
genoration, and whether any good result can be. achieved, by , im ing / 
Education in elementary schools. If this is not done, then how is itp 
to instruct the sons of agriculturists in the improved method of agriculture? 
In Rajshahi, Murshidabad and Malda there is an arrangement of teaching . 
gericulture through the help of overseers who have recently been appoint by 
the Agricultural Department ‘put practically they have not teen able to do. 
much, My idea is that if anything is to be donesome interest should be 
created at first and then, in the second place, it should be proved to the 
agriculturists and persons interésted in agriculture that it can be made paying 
and this should be demonstrated, There are some’ experimental farms in” 
ngal, We have one in Rajshahi and I have some expenence of the methods 
of work there. _In these farms experiments are carried on, but the result is not» 
communicated to the agricultural class and the method followed is also very 
costly. So when J suggested the formation of a committee my, idea was that 
although there was soe difference of opinion on the question it may ‘be fully % 
investigated and carefully inquired into whether or. not good results can be 
expected by introducing agricultural primers in primary schools. Of at 
80 far as secondary education is concerned the study, of agriculture @ 
* optional, There is some dificulty in obtaining teachers. My idea is that 
smal] farms on demonstration lines should be opened whore boys hawing » 
f some theoretical knowledge in primary schools may go and fee for themselves 
} how it can be made‘paying, and if they yealise that by following the improved 
method they can gain more a large number of people will be benefited. I 


in that view that I suggested that an investigation be made by a commits 
composed of officials, non-officials ‘and experts. Of course the question was 
dealt within small conferences but Iam not, sure whether experts well 
acquainted with the method of agriculture or the system in which it, is. 
carried on wore represented in these conferences. It is therefore that I rest 
that Government should be kind enough to make further inyestigati 
the help of a special committee consisting of non-official members also. 
As regards the second branch of my resolution I am not very par! ienls 
if there isan opinion, of competent, authorities that agriculture should no 
taught in primary schools ; but, ot ‘have submitted, Ido not know how, il 
not done through the school, the instruction can possibly be - given or n 
interesting. It would be very well no doubt for the Jandholding class t: 
forward to learn agriculture, arboriculture and horticulture and such 
h ‘Ttis very profitable, and if they can be properly ti at, it Ww 
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§. This aspect of the question should also be considered. I hope Government 
will see their way to accept the suggestion that as soon'as possible a commit- 
tee may be formed and in co-operation with the University a regular schome 
‘be framed for investigating this question.” 1 
The Presipenr said :— 


** Does the Hon’ble Member withdraw the second and third parts of” his 
resolution ?” 


Hon'ble Babu Kisxor1 Monun Cuaupnuri said — 

“As for the second part T shall withdraw it if 1 get an assurance from M 
Government.” , 
The Presrpent said :— 

; “The Hon'ble Member had the Hon’ble Mr, Cumming’s assurance on that 
int." 
m Clause (i) of the resolution was then put and agreed to and the Hon’ble 
Member then, by leave of the President, withdrew the second cand third 
clauses of the resolution, 4 


p . List of Business—item No. 14. 


The following resolution stood in the name of the Hon'ble Babu 
Kisnort Mouun Cuavpnvnt : e 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that steps be taken 
to place the services of Mr. S. Milligan, Officiating Director of Agriculture, 
Bengal. permanently at the disposal uf the Government of Bengal and that he 
be confirmed in that appointment. 


He said ;— 
“Sir, as regards this resolution, I see there is a good deal of difference 


of opinion and in view of that I pray that T may be permitted to withdraw 
it.” The resolution was then by leave of the President withdrawn. 





_ List of Business—Items Nos. 15 and 16. 


"The Hon'ble Banu Surenpra Nara Ray moved the following resolu- 
tion =~ 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the Goyern- 
ment of Bengal do move the Government of India— 
* ' « (2) to take steps for the encouragement of the manufacture of salt 
n in Bengal ; and : 
(2) to allow the salt manufactured by people for their own consurap- 
tion to be free from duty. 
Ho said :— ¢ 


“The question of the’ manufacture of salt has come prominently before” 
the public on account of the great increase of price of this essential 
artidle of diet and in consequence to the large number of looting of" hats and 
bazaxs,which have taken place in some of the districts of thie Presidency 
within the last two months and are taking place even now Tt appears 
that from the 27th November 1917 to 8th January 1918 reports have reached 

‘ of 49 hat-looting cases. How is it that the people of this Presidency who 
naturally of a peace-loving and law-abiding nature have taken to 
lundering? These acts show that the masses of the people, who are 
generally very poor, have been greatly affected by the high price of sals now 
‘evailing in the market and are unable to buy salt at the increased price. 
Whey have taken recourse to what I may call abnormal acts to meet, with an 
abnormal state of things. In opening the trial of a batch of prisoners: before 
the Special Tribunal ‘at Rungpur, the Public Prosecutor said the other day, 
“the loot was of cloth and-salt only, and was due to the high ‘prices of these 
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things.” We. find) in the- report on the Administration of ythe Salt, Depart- 
ment in Bengal during the year 1916-17, that increase in. the number of 
offences:against salt laws was due to the high price of salt. In the Adminis- 
tration, Report for 1915-16 we. find that ‘the high prices of salt have led to 
« recrudescence of offences against the salt laws in the Prosideney.’ We do 
not certainly minimise the offences of those who have taken part in this 
unlawful method of acquiring the article but we pity them. I have collected 
gertain figures to show the price of salt from the year 1906 up to the present 
time. From the year 1906 10 1913 the price varied from Re. 1-7-6 to Re. 1-12 © 
rmaund, In 1914 before the war it was Re. 1-7-6, in }915 Rs, 2-6, a 
* qn 1916 Rs, 2-15, in the beginning of 1917 Rs. 2-15, in April Rs. 3, in Septer 
«for A917 it was Rs. 8-11, in October it was Hs. 4-6, in the beginning of 
December 1917 it was Rs. 6-4, on the 16th December 1917 it wag Rs, 4-15 
and on the 13th January it was Rs. 4 per maund. It will thus .be seen that 
the price of salt rose to more than four times its price and is even mow sold 
for nearly three times the price in normal times. Z s 
©. Phat the war is responsible to a great extent for the rise in the) price 
of ‘salt no one can gainsay. Profiteers are also taking advantage of the 
present situation. But they have, done so and have succeeded in doing 80 
because they know that people are powerless, they cannot manufacture their 
galt. and have to depend perforce upon the imported article. The result 
has been ghat the people have taken recourse to unlawful acts... They see 
that, having salt in their own country which they could manufaeture and 
uso they cannot utilise the same on account of Governmental restrictions. 
They have to depend upon Cheshire, Liverpool and Germany, places 10,000 / 
miles distant, for an article of indispensible diet whereas they know 
the article is to be found at their very door. ‘They know that for generations 
salt used to be manufactured in the country and that they have been 
unjustly. deprived” of that io which they believe they have a just right. 
It is not for a luxury they are craying for, but, as I have said, an indispensible 
food. No wonder there is discontent among the masses and discontent has 
most unfortunately manifested itself in these illegal acts. “ 
At the present time Bengal obtains its entire. salt by importation, 
The Bast. India Company under Clive and Hastings introduced a syst 
which was gradually matured and which survived till 1862. . It provided 
for the control of the manufacture and sale of salt at the agency "tO *the 
Company's servants. ‘The people of Bengal always | manufactures their 
own salt, In tho Sunderbans, in Contai, in the Diamond Harbour Subdivision 
of the, District of 24-Parganas, in Noakhali and Chittagong and also in 
Bakergan}, salt used to be manufactured in large quantities, at least, the 
people had not to depend upon imported salt for their daily consumption. Let 
me quote a. few passages from a Government publication, ‘The District , 
Gazetteer of Bengal’ (the volume about Midnapore), edited by the Hon'ble 
- Mr, O'Malley in support of my Statement, if any support were needed :” ‘The 
manufacture of salt. was until nearly half a century ago a Government 
monopoly, Both,under Muhammadan and English rule large areas in Hijili 
were kept under direct management by Government so as to afford fuel and 
facilities. for the manufacture of salt, The Jalpai or salt lands whi ha 
exposed to the overflowing of tides were strongly impregnated with, 
particles, and were subdivided into khalaris. or working places, _Mr. 
report on the revenue of Bengal, dated April 1786, states that each khalaric 
_an average yielded 233, maunds of salt, requiring the labour of seven mala 
or salt manufacturers, who by an. easy process, of filtration and by. boil 
the brine wath firewood collected from the neighbouring ju’ le “com 
their operations betwagn Noyember and June before the setting i 
‘he savings from these six months’ wages enabled the ti 
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under the denomination of Chakran or service lands, , 
noininal, ¢o8 price of the salt was Rs. 60 for every hundred is. Mr: 
J. Grant, in his report of 1786 estimated the quantity of silt annually maita- 
factured in Hijili at 850,000 maunds. ute 
“Tn “the year 1781 the East India Company established a salt depar 
mont, and deprived the zemindars of the right to manufacture salt on their 
estates............... This monopoly continued .in the hands of -Governiiotit 
till about 1861, when the State relinquished the manufacture, leaving it fo 
private parties, subject to the payment of a salt duty.’ Re. 

- Phe manufacture of salt has been discontinued in Bengal sinée 1898 
ands now forbidden. Wo aro now told that the Bengal coast is unsuitable 
for the local manufacture of salt, by reason of the dampness of the elintate 
and the large amount of fresh water discharged into the Bay of Bengal by 
the'Gahges and the Brahmaputra. Much fresh wator has no doubt flowed 
from thé hoary-headed Himalayas since the manufacture of salt was stopped 
but we cannot bring ourselves to believe that the water of the Bay “of 
Bengal has lost its saline character and that it is no use trying to extract 
the salt from it, In the memorandum, dated the 5th April 1917, submitted 
‘by'this Government on the ‘production of sali. in Bengal in answer to a 
questioh in the Imperial Council we find the following :—' The question of 
the revival of the manufacture of salt,from’ time to time has been brought 
to the, attention of this Government. It was last considered in the year 
1908, when the Licutenant-Governor of that time came to the. cohelusion 
that it; would be useless to attempt to revive the indiistry that had at 
one time existed in the Province.’ We find in that memorandum that the 
Se ohms of the industry on a permanent basis in Bengal could not 

@ locked on as full of promise and that this Government saw no necessity 
for re-establishing the salt industry in Bengal in order to provide for 
thérequirements of India. Circumstances have changed since the ™memo- 
randum was submitted by this Government to the Government of India 
iw April 917. We do not want this Government to revive the industry. 
in order to provide for the requirements of India. We require salt for the 
peoplé of this province and this province only, In answer to a question.at 
‘the last Council meeting we were told that the possibilities of the manufacture 
of silt,on the Chittagong side of the Bay of Bengal had been brought to the 
hiotice of Government. Suitable brine was said to be obtainable at Cox's 
Bazar and to the south but difficulty existed in the task of easy communica- 
tions #6 that area. while labour might not be readily available. We were also 
‘told that Government had ascertained that there was no immediate fear of 
any shortage of imported salt. ‘The Government know full well whether there 
is shortage of salt in the Province or not, but we think that the situation i8 
seriots,and that Government ought to grapple tho question in a way the 
gravity of tho situation demands. It is necossary'that immediate steps should 
be taken to remedy the existing state of things from whatevér cause or causes 
it might’ have arisen. : 

bout a year age, when there was a strike among the butchers of “the 
Qaleutia Municipal Market and there was apprehension of shortage of meat in 
the town for the European residents, what did the Corporation of Caleutta 
do? ‘fhe energetic Deputy Chairman of the Corporation went to Dinapore 
‘a “brought meat, from that place by special train regardless of expenditure 
a 











probably without waiting for the sanction of the Commissioners of the 
poration, so that the European residents may not go without meat for 
ver rt a time. Why have the Government of India taken so much 
lating the rent of houses in Simla and have gone to the length 
House Act ? In the interests of tow many people one is 
erre the’ price of salt bas affected a very large number 
‘ay are in distress, t is more the reason by Government 


ediate steps to relieve them, It i thal the salt 


it is also sai 
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manufactured-in the country would not be able to compete with the imported 
article. That’ mgy not be the case if salt is manufactured by Government 
agency, but it would be otherwise if the people were: allowed to manufacture 
their own salt. Let me quote a passage from the Fourth Report of the House 
of» Commons, 1853, in support of my contention : “The present price of the 
Government manufactured salt in Bengal is very much raised to the consumer 
in the market by the necessary want of economy, not to ‘say. extravagances, 
connected with the Government system of manufacture and by those many 
peculations and extortions and corruptions which are inevitable in such a,-’ 
system, and carried on with such instruments. It has seemed almost ¢ tain 
under those circumstances to persons informed upon the subject, that if the 
Government wore to withdraw, ‘and if there were no duty imposed and the 
whole were left perfectly free. the native manufacturers in Bengal would 
forthwith completely and entirely undersell the jmported salt, and there would 
not be a grain of salt imported into Bengal.’ Mr. Frederick Halliday (after- 
* wards Sir Frederick Halliday) who was Secretary to the Government of India 
in the Home Department in the early fifties of the last century and who was 
shortly afterwards appointed Lientenant-Governor of Bengal gave it as his 
opinion that if Government monopoly was withdrawn and the people of India 
were allowed to manufacture their own salt, imported salt wouldshave no 
chance in India. ’ 

The Government need not consider the question whether the manufacture 
of salt will be profitable to the people or not, all we ask for is that if ‘the 
people want. to manufacture it, ‘all restrictions for doing so ought to be 
removed. 

The decline in the manufacture of the salt in Bengal formed the subject 
of a momorial to Government by the British Indian Association so far back as 
the year 1882, The memorialists said: ‘The manufacture. of indigenous 
salt ig practically dying out in Bengal simply because the bome grown salt in 
consequence of the heavy. charges’ thrown upon it by Government, cannot 
compete with imported salt. Tn the case of home made salt the cost. of extise 
establishment, preventive astablishmont and warehouse establishment amounts 
to about Rs. 25 per hundred matnds, charges from which foreign salt jis 
freo. If this burden on excise salt is remitted, the Committee feel persuadéd 
that it will have a fair chance in the market and the competition thus fostered 
will eventually lower the price of foreign salt. 

Tho next serious drawback against the indigenous manufacture of .salt 
in Bengal is the fixed warehouse establishment of Rs. 51 per maund. In 
Bengal, thore is home manufacture of salt in the district of 24-Parganas and 
ag the outturn here is small and tho sales slow, this item of charge necessarily 
bears hard upon the manufacturers.’ 

T have been informed by a respectable gentleman of Chittagong that the 
people of that place could very well manufacture and ‘sell salt at’ two or 
three pice per seer, and that if the present yestraint were discontinued they 
could compete with the imported article. He informed me that Chittagong, 
Noakhali and Sonedwip are places which are pro-eminently fitted ‘for the 
manufacture of salt. About three weeks ago we read in the papers*that, ~ 
the people of Noakhali had petitioned to the Magistrate of the district to. 
allow them to manufacture salt and that the Magistrate’ had forwarded 
their petition to the Government. We know that Government ‘are fully,alive 
to the gravity of the situation, but so far wo do not know what steps the" 
Government have taken to reduce the hardships of the poor people. * 

‘Tt is well known how bounty fed sugar of Germany competed’ with the 
sugar manufactured in this country, we know how even now Japan has been 
subsidising her manufacturers by bounties so that they may compete with 
those of foreign countries, We do not in’ the ease of salt ask for'any bounty 
from Government. All we is that the Government may bo pleased to 
remove all restrictions to its manufacture including where possible the duty 
on salt. Of late we ffve heard much about. the deyelopment of industties 
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of and the members of the Industrial Commission are maki 

“ Need r untry. We would respectfully’ ask Government to lees. ‘ 

to revive an industry which has been put a stop to by 

ers, dustry the necessity of which is admitted on all hands. 

rament remove all restrictions to the manufacture of salt in Bengal 
it might be one of the cheapest articles for the people to obtain. / 

uld now say a few words with reference to the second part of my 

ition, viz., that about making salt free from duty to’ consumers of salt, 

Tt essary to impress upon the Government the necessity of making 

ob Sai ale OPE ie ie at the present time. ‘This Government will no: 

doubt have -to recommend: to the Government of India to make the salt 

manufactured for the people of this country for their own’ consumption juty 

free. Ido not want remission for the entire population of Bengal. ‘Phat 

¢ though that would be a step in the 

































would be considered as a large ord 
wight direction. From the days of Adam Smith downwards political econo- 
ists. > condemned all taxation upon articles of necessary consumption. 
ofessor Fawcett said. that salt should be as free as. the-air we breathe 
and the water we drink. T need hardly say that salt to the genvrality: of the 
people of Bengal, who are mostly agriculturists, is more than what potato is 
to.an Irishman, or ineat und tea combined to an Englishman or a Scotchman. 
In several cases rico and a little salt form the only meal of an agriculturist. 
chime probably have not failed to observe that the reduetion of salt 
y has invariably resulted in the larger consumption of salt. It is ‘not only 
anecessary article of human diet but people put down the deterioration in 
oureattle at the present time because salt is not given to them, » 
3 The duty on salt was reduced from Rs. 2 per maund in 1903 to Res 1-8 
in 1905 and Re. 1 in 1907. ‘It was, however, enhanced to Re, 1-4 per maund in 
1917. It is admitted by every one that the duty on salt is largely paid by the 
oorer elasses—it falls upon the poorer consumers. ‘l'o satisfy some faddists 
titelsice. Peaso & Co.), crores and crores of Indian revenue have been sacri- 
ficed in the*shape of opium revenue. Why should not Government take a 
hold step and in the interest of the teeming millions, in the interest of 
humanity abolish the duty on salt altogether? My present resblution is only 
to allow salt which is manufactured by the people for their own use to be 
5 ape oe duty. It may be that there ‘will be not only illicit’ manufacture but 
illicit sale of salt by people, and in consequence there would be some loss of 
Tevenue to Government. What if it were so?’ Government must be prepared © 
to make a little sacrifice of revenue. It is the poor people: who. will mostly 
be b ited.. Government’ must be prepared to incur some losses at the 
present juncture. The salt duty question in India has been justly charaeter- 
ised by the late Mr. Gokhale as tho poor man’s «question, for it is the poorer 
‘many and not the richer few who eat mote salt when it is cheap and less 
» when it is dear. It may be that Government have been taking some steps to 
ae brie the grievances of the poor people, but it is necessary that wide 
pal 
and 






































‘ity should be given to all that shin elon has done up to this fine 
itas the intention of Government todo more it must be done quiekly. 
tion on the part of the Government will go a groat way to bring 
‘ normal state of things in the country. ; ¥ 
ecies my opinion this important question which has given rise to the looting 
inthe hats can at once be solved and all looting stopped as soon as it is 
0 to'the people that for purposes of domestic consumption only they 
ure their own salt and this, in my opinion. should be done 
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Rai Debender, Ohundor Ghose Bahadur. 


allow free manufacture of salt in Bengal during the period of 
the war and for two years following the close of hostilities.” 
He said :-— : 
“Sir, speaking for myself I am very thankful to-the Hon'ble Babu. 
Surendra Nath Ray for the facts and figures: which, he has. been able to put 
before the Council this afternoon. The amendment which I propose to his 
resolution is not simply of form, though it no doubt follows his line but it 
goes further. My Hon'ble friend would limit the use of the manufacture of 
“salt but would not, limit the time for which the salt would be duty-free. He 
does not say how long the salt manufactured by the people would remain 
free from duty but he says that this salt will have to be used by. the 
manufacturers and the manufacturerg alone and is not to be given away to 
other people by way of sale or gift. As the Council knows salt, can’ only be 
manufactured in the sea-boards, You cannot manufacture it in the district 
ot Rangpur or Bogra of which we hear so much in connection with the 
looting of shops and hats. However, the. result of the acceptance by the 
Government of India on the recommendation of this Government of my friend’s 
proposal would be that the raiyats of the Sunderbans or those residing in that 
part of the country and people residing in the sea-boards of Chittagong and 
Noakhali'and Midnapore would alone have the benefit of the proclamation: if 
the Government are pleased to notify that they would be able to manufacture 
salt for their own use and, free of duty. That will/not touch the root of. 
the discontent. We have not heard much of the looting of salt in the 
Sundarbans, Ido not think that if my-friend’s proposal or that of mine 
is accepted it will touch the interest of the British trade. The reason why 
this question has come before the Council is ‘that there has been acts 
of lawlessness all over the province by poor people,» who suffer from the 
wand of salt but are too poor to buy or pay the present price of salt. I do 
not mean to say that if you make the manufacture of salt duty-free, without 
any condition as to whether they use it for their own consumption or they 
sell “it to others all the population of Bengal will be benefited by it and that 
they will not have anything to do with the imported article. That certainly 
will net be the result if you make the manufacture of salt duty-free without 
imposing any condition that the manufactured salt is to be consumed by the 
producer. My proposal runs thus: ‘That we may be allowed free manu- 
facture of salt in Bengal during the period of the war and for twoyyears 
following the close of hostilities, As I have said salt can only be manu- 
\.- factured in the sea-boards of Bengal so far as this province is concerned and 
that salt, judging from past: exporience, is dirty and unrefined and is not so 
good as the salt we get from Europe and Africa and not even so good as the 
rocksalt of the Punjab. But tho fact of the Government passing an Ordinance 
to the effect that the salt produced by manufacturers in Bengal will be duty- 
free will be hailed with delight by the people of this province. — It will not only’ 
have « moral effect but an economic efiect also, for the price of the imported salt 
willbe lowered, and from both the moral and the economical points of view it 
will have a gratifying effect, At the present moment, as | understand, the 
duty is Rs. 125 for 100 maunds, and the agents of the people who send out 
‘salt to this country are charging Rs. 240 per 100 maunds. Add to that the 
duty of Rs. 125, the price which is to be paid in Calcutta is Rs. 365, and the 
retail-trader who buys a 100 maunds for that sum in Calcutta for taking the 
same to the mufassal has to incur certain charges for carrying it. So 
“he cannot sell it in the mufassal at anything less than Rs, 400, and_ that 
accounts for the high price which the poor man in the mufasy@ has to pay 
for this article. Iithe poor man is told you are free to peas Mae salt, 
you will not have to pay any duty though it may be that every poor man will 
not be able to avail himself of such a gracious proclamatin, yet it will dr 
‘away from his mind the feeling which he nourishes against Governmen 
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not being able to manufacture salt at home and’ in having to pay an exor- 
bitant price for salt imported from other countries. If you issue a proclama- 
tion of this kind the poor man will certainly be more aitached to the 
Government than what he is now. I put it in this way and I am not going to 
say that you deprive yourself of the revenue which you derive from salt duty. 
As I gather you got more than a crore of rupees by. imposing salt duty in 

» Bengal and if you allow people in the sea-boards to manufacture salt you will 
probably lose a few lakhs of rupees and the amount of your revenue will be 
little less. You’ will still be getting salt from other countries and you will. 
probably be receiving almost the same revenue as the quantity of imported 
salt will not be reduced to a very large extent. As I havo-said the country- 
made salt being unrefined and. dirty, the genteel folk will not go in for 
it, and it is only the poor man who would buy such salt. Therefore | I 
think it is sound policy if you make it duty free. Tam aware of what other | 
people haye. said that salt ought to be as free as air and one would be glad to 
seo that jt is so. But all that I say now is make it duty free during the period 
of the war and also for two years following the close of ‘hostilities as the 
country is not likely to'resume its normal stage as soon as the war is finished, 
After normal conditions of tonnage are? restored you will have’salt as now 
from other countries. Salt comes, I believe, free of charge as ballast, so 
that not only the exporter but the importer too can afford to sell it at a 
considerably less price than he could have if he had to pay freight 
charges. I am not an idealist and I do not say you should suffer a loss 
and take off the salt duty for all time. I am quite sure that in course of time 
if you give facilities, say within a quarter of century, this country will be 
able to produce salt as good as we get from Cheshire but that requires time. 
You cannot have it done within three or four years. IT submit my proposal 
is a modest one and hope the Council will accept it.” 


The Hon'ble Mavivi Auut Kasem said -— 


“Sir, Lbeg to support the resolution moved by my Hon'ble friend Babu 
Surendra Nath Ray, and in doing so1 do not think that much argument is 
needed to convince this Council or the Government of the necessity of taking 
some steps to meet the present difficulties. 

The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur. has. said that this 
question has been brought in this Council because of the hat looting cases 
in Eastern Bengal, 1 think, however, that the fooling was very keen for 
some time, past long before the. hat, looting eases took place, owing to the fact 
that the price of salt had gono so high that a large number of my countrymen. 
in this Presidency were deprived of that very necessary article of food. 
Certainly, the ‘hat looting cases have accentuated this feeling and I trust that 
Government will see their way to accept the resolution as it stands, or the 
first part of it and for the second part the amendment inay be accepted. 
So far as [am concerned, I would prefer that arrangemont. In any case, 
salt should be very cheap to a large number of people in this country, 
and whether in doing so, the State loses some portion of the revenue or noi, 
is a question which cannot be considered at the present moment. [t has 
been said that all on a sudden peace-loving people have turned into rioters 
and have committed loots in open markets; and this fact is a sufficient 

round for taking Some steps. In these days the poor cdltivators of jute 
‘ faa that theft commodities are not saleable in the market; on. the other 
hand, the articles they want, cloth and salt, are: sold at a very high price. 
‘Those who have been to some of these places. where hats have been looted, 
have told us that those cultivators who had brought back their bags of rice 
and their pack: of jute. threw them into the soe and looted salt and 
"cloth shops. eee, it is apparent that the situaPion is very grave and 
the Government, I hope, will take necessary steps to alleviate the misery 
and suffering of the poor and will be pleased to accept this resolution.” 
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* Babu Akhif Chandra Datta.’ 
The Hon'ble Basu Akan Cuanpra Darra said :— 


“The history of salt industry in Bengal is the old but melancholy story of 
‘an important industry which we had but which has been extinguished. The 
abnormal risé in tlfe price of salt and the manifold evils which havo come 
in its train can however bo no longer treated with indifference. The quostion 
has been raised whether an attempt should be made to revive the manufac- 
ture of salt in Bengal. The in i in yvather the suggestion—emanated 
from the Government of India. What however is the attitude of the 
Government of Bengal? It is a matter of profound regret and disappoint- 
ment that they have declared themselves opposed to it. They are not 
for réviving the industry. J propose to’ ‘examine their grounds’ of dbjection 
here. 
Now the most important objection is that salt could not be manufactured 
in Bengal except.at a price which could be far higher than that at which 
it is imported or is manufactured elsewhere in India. This leads us to the 
question what would be the average price of salt if it were marfufactured 
under existing circumstances? When the Government of Bengal expressed 
its considered opinion in reply to a suggestion of the Government of India, 
wo had a right to expect that the opinion was based upon facts and figures 
ascertained upon due inquiry. But? we have been seriously told in this 
Council chamber the other day that no calculations have been made by the 
Government as to the cost of manufacture afid that.even approximate figures 
could not be given. How could it possibly be .said that the price would 
be far higher without knowing or ascertaining what'that price would be? 
Was conclusion on a momentous question like this arrived at in such an 
irresponsible manner? Was it not their duty—duty 10 themselves, duty 
to the Government of India and duty to the people of the province— 
before submitting their report to calculate and ascertain as accurately as 
possible the cost of manufacture? How could they rush headlong into 
‘a conclusion without doing so muchas to calculate the cost. of manufac- 
ture? Are we to take it that the memorandum of the 5th April 1917 
was based upon the. intuitive knowledge of the official or officials who had 
the privilege of preparing it? The. cost of manufacture here may be com- 
paratively higher but do not the import duty and the cost of transit, over 
thousands of miles from Liverpool and other places outweigh the higher cost 
of local manufacture ? + ¢ 

Another ground of objection is that brine of good quality is not available. 
This position was challenged in an intorpellation in which the Government 
was asked to state whether any inquiry was made as to the suitability of 
brine of Bengal. We were told in reply in the last meeting of the Council, 
“suitable brine is said to be obtainable at Cox’s Bazar and to the south.’ So 
here is another point in which a sweeping observation was made without any 
reference to the actual state of things. Another difficulty suggested is that 
labour may not be readily available, ‘This difficulty is as imaginary as, the 
others already considered. India may be. deficient in capital but it is 
prepostrous to say that there is paucity of labour here. 

‘All this naturally gave rise to a suspicion that the memorandum of the 
Sth April 1917 was submitted without any inquiry at all. But we did not like 
to condemn the Government unheard and on mere suspicion like the hundreds 
of youngmen whose liberty has been taken away under the Defence of India Act, 
And accordingly my Hon’ble friend Babu Brojendra Kishore Ray Chaudhuri, 
gave the Government an opportunity to state, whether any special inquiry had 
been made before the said memorandum was prepared. The reply only justified 
our suspicion, for we have beon’told that no special inquiry was necessary. 
So the memorandum was. prepared ) without any inquiry. This explains 
the most, unsatisfactorf character of the facts stated and the conclusions 
deduced in the said memorandum. The situation has in all conscience 
been very grave. The feeling in the country is that revival of the salt 
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industry in Bengal will tend to reduce the price of salt. Was. it not, 

therefore, only fair and proper, sir, to institute a carefill inquiry ‘before 

summarily rejecting the proposal ?- Not only’was there no inquiry made 

before the preparation of tho memorandum, but our. earnest prayers made 

since then for a proper inquiry have been ‘treated with supreme contempt. 

On the 18th December last’ the prayer was formulated in the shape of an 

interpellation which ran as follows: “Aro the Goveriment considering the 

desirability of directing an inquiry into how far the manufacture of salt in 

Bengal may tend to reduce the prices in the local salt markets?’ The answer 
was in the negative. Verily, my Lord, the people have right to ery, ‘ Strike 
‘but hear.’ An attitude of such absolute defiance to the wishes and feelings 
and vital interests of the people can be taken up by the Government only in a 
country where it is not responsible to the pedple. - The attitude would have 
been absolutely different if our ministers had to depend upon popular votes for 
continuance in power. Our suggestions in the Council are received with such 

seant courtesy that when my friend Babu Brojendra Kishore Ray Chaudhuri 
asked in the last meeting of the Council, whether the Government. wore con- 
sidering the desirability of making an inquiry. as to the particular facilities for” 
the manufacture of salt on the Chittagong side, no’ reply was’ vouchsafed to 
the question. The Hon'ble Mr. Donald did not condescond to’ give any 
answer to that question at all. Such is our vaunted right of interpellation. 
This is not an isolated instance. This is the ordinary fate of our interpellations, 
Sometimes they are rejected on grounds very difficult to appreciate, sometimes 
they arb not answoved even if admitted, and if they ave answered,. the 

answers typically illustrate the magnificent power of words in concealing 
thoughts. 

Il the ‘objections utged in the said°memorandum apply admittedly.to a 
scheme for manufacture’ on a large scale. ‘The question of manufacture on a 
small scale for home consumption or for satisfying the local neods has not 
been at all considered. Even the memoraridum does not go so far as to state, 
or to suggest that manufacture on a small-scale is hampered by paucity. of 
brine and fuel. Not to speak of the pre-British days, even in the early 
sixties of the last century a large quantity of salt used to be manufactured 
in the seaboard areas in Sitakunda, Kumuria, Kattoly, Alishahar, Bandar, 
Mathubari, Chakaria, Cox Bazar, in the islands of Kutubdia’ and Maheskhali 
in Chittagong district also in Hatia, Sandwip and other neighbouring places. 

The descendants of the manufacturers’ of salt, who aro still known as 
Moulangis, on the Chittagong side, have not yet forgotten the old. indigenous 
methods of making ‘salt. Though the Government do not allow manu- 

“facture in the lawfal way; the contraband salt is still being manufactured on 
a scale which cannot be considered negligible. The following are the 
indigenous methods used in making salt in Ohittagong :— 

I. The seraping of the earth of the sea-beach, mixing it with water, 
filtering the solution and then boiling. This process yields, I am told; in the 
month of March and April half a seer of salt from one seer of earth, 

2. The Nuva plants growing wild near about the seashore ate kept 
immersed for a number of days in sea water and then taken out, dried in the 
san and then burnt. ‘The ashes are mixed with water and then by percola- 
tion and boiling the salt is obtained. In this case, the yield is, I am told, 
about*half the quantity. of the ashes, - i 

' 8. The boiling of thé seawater. But this process. is less profitable 


than the : f ; 
pall not disputed that the manufacture of salt, in Bongal was profitable 
before. . Now the question is. why it has now become ®nprofitable?, Has not 
the operation of the Salt Acts of 1864 and.1882 contributed to this increased 
of manufacture? At all events, is not the fiscal system introduced by 
itt Fc ER one of the chief contributory causes? Salt. is a primary 
necessary of life and should bo as free as the alr wg breathe and the water 


above mentioned two. 
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we drink, But the Government wanted.to raise a large revenue on salb and 
inaugurated a system of excise which sounded the death-knell of. the 
industry in Bengal. Why was duty imposed indiscriminately on salt both 
imported from abroad and manufactured at home? Why no discrimination 
was made between salt manufactured on @ large scale for commercial purposes 
and. salt. prepared by poor people for their home consumption? To raise the 
cost of manutacture by a system of excise and ‘then {o condemn it as: expen- 
sive is to give the dog a bad name only to hang it. Abolish the duty and 
the people will certainly find it profitable to prepare salt for their home 
consumption. ‘This is not a matter for speculation. Have we not had as 
many as 451 cases of offences committed against the Salt Act of 1882 in 
1916-172, Have wo not had in 1916-17 as many as 328 cases in which 
persons. preparing salt were hauled np in the criminal Courts? Have we 
not had ‘conviction in as many as 284 cuses in one single year ? Have not 
our people contributed in 1916-17 Rs. 1,656-4 to the public exchequer in the 
shape of fines for preparation of salt? Are not offences against the salt laws 
steadily on the increase? There is certainly a grim humour in the obserya- 
tion which we find in the Administration Report of 1916-17 that the namber 
of cases detected in the 24-Parganas would probably have been much larger 
had not the preyentive work been seriously hampered by the absence of the 
departmental launches and. boats during the earlier part of the year. What 
is the moral londly proclaimed by the record of prosecutions for mantfactur- 
ing salt against the provisions of the salt laws? Need 1 point out that the 
people do find it cheaper to manufacture salt for their own consumption than 
to purchase it in the bazar. The very fact that such a large number of 


“people who are otherwise law-abiding and docile do prepare salt even at. the 


risk of criminal prosecution, go@& conclusively to show that they do so 


because they find it cheaper. Instead of helping and encouraging them the 


Government have gota large establishment maintained at the rate-payers’ 
cost only to persecute and to prosecute them, Now imagine the position of 
a poor man in Cox's Bazar. He is too poor to purchase salt at the bazar, 
but vast: repositorins of salt lie before him and behind him and beside him. 
But such is the Tariff wall built wp by the Government between him and 
those repositories that he cannot get at them lawfully. But necessity knows 
ho law and if under the pressure of necessity the poor man stretches bis 
hand.to seize the salt, the salt daroga at once stands up like the frankenskin 
of old and manages to lodge him into. a place where he has neither to pur- 
chase nor manufacture salt for his own consumption, but where he has salt 
provided for him at the cost of the Government. Like the ancient mariner * 
of Coleridge, he has salt water, salt water everywhere but, not; a drop for’ 
making salt. * i 
Let. us however consider another aspect of the matter. ‘The salt. water 
and the salt earth are lying there in vast quantity unused and unutilised 
without serving any purpose whatsoever, The poor people ean draw any 
quantity of sea water and scrape out any amount of earth from the sea-heach 
as they like and commit any kind of waste with impunity. But as soon as 
an attempt is made io turn them to their use, down comes the Damocles 
sword over their head. It is said that manufacture is prohibited because in 
some cases the people mange to escape the duty. The position is, therefore, 
salt oarth do not yield a full revenue to the 
Government, why let them remain absolutely ‘unused ? Tn other words, why 


. should it bo of any‘use to the people if it is. of no use to the Government 


6 Government might of course think like this. So far as we are concern| 
are not, as a peng of fact, yielding any revenue ; why then deprive the 
‘people of the Nature’s‘bounty ? But that is a line of argument which never 
commends itself to the Government. han “e : 
i The salt problem is not merely, an economic one, It has’ another very 
important aspect, The history ol salt duty in’ this country has shown 
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beyond doubi that the consumption varies inversely with the rise of price. 
The consumption is not even 10 Lbs. per head, whereas according to medical 
opinion 20 lbs. per head is the’ minimum necessary for healthful existence: 
So-the result of rise in price will inevitably be disastrous to the health of 
the people. I do not know whether the prospect of the health of millions of 
our people being undermined in this way at all appeals to the Government, 
Ido not know whether the overwhelming importance of this aspect of the 
questien has ever received that anxious consideration’ which the rulers of 
the country are in all conscience bound to bestow on it. 

But the problem is\not merely economical and hygeological, but has of 
late become . political to boot. The abnormal rise in price has driven the 
people to desperation and the result’ is the looting ef hats. The rioters are 

© of course the worst enemies of the society and the State and they must be 
hunted down. But is that all that we have got to do? Is the prosecution 
of the looters all that the situation demand; ? Appetite for food is the most 
primary and imperative of all our impulses and no sane man should expect 
that hunger-striken people starying with their children will contemplate over 
the vices of theft and will refrain from touching food which they find jin 
abundance in a neighbour's house. The same thing is more or less tru» with 
respect tosalt. I am not here to justify or extenuate the looting of hats. But 
this I do say that the responsibility is not all theirs. It has to be apportioned 
between. the looters and those who have created the situation for them. 
Who, after all, are ultimately responsible for this state of things? Ido not 
know what the orthodox official view is, but this T kaow that while the rising 
price of salt is pressing heavily on our people, the Government revenue on 
salt is steadily on the increase. In 1916-17 the net revenue was Rs. 30,70,723, 
which was greater than that of the previous year by Its. 10,20,738, 7.e., 8°4 per 


ent. 

So the sdvaraky at thie pecle iy ait dpnoktTonvun wilt the pacman at 
the Government. Such is the irony of fate that the sufferings of the people 
goon simultaneously with surpluses in the public exchequer. What wonder 
then that with this growing revenue the Government should maintain a 
department for the detection of offences against salt law and should be in 
a position to give fat fees to the advocates prosecuting the hét-looters before 
the special tribunals. 

The Commissioner of Excise and Salt, in submitting his report of the year 
1916-17, observes with remarkable accuracy that ‘the report deals with the 
preventive operations in the saliferous districts of the Presidency and with 
the importation and issue of salt under the control of the Customs authorities.’ 
That is all the vaunted administration of the Salt Department in a Province 
which was in pre-British days self-contained regarding the supply of salt. 

In 1888 Lord Oross, the then Secretary of State for India, said ;*The 
policy, enunciated by the Government in 1877) was to give to the people 
throughout India the moans'of obtaining unlimited supply of salt at a very 
cheap rate.’ 

Two years later, Sir John Gorst, on his speech on the Indian Budget in 
the House of Commons, remarked : * The tax on salt was no doubt a tax which 
ought. to be removed and would be removed as soon as it would be financially 
possible todo.so.’ Lord Morley's (then Mr. Morley’s) pronuncement on salt 
tax in 1906 encouraged the hope that the time was not'distant when the tax 
might be done away with altogether. After all this declaration, is it, too 
much to expect that the salt manufacture by poor people for home consump- 
tion will be made free from duty? - § 

One word to the non-official European benches. The oat Baty in ci 
is essentially a. man’s question, for they eat’ mage. salt whon it is cheap 
ta ean wit sigh dear. bis has recently been and with a good deal of 
insistence and vehemence that the educated classes do not represent the 
masses of the country and they are the special trast of the Anglo-Indian 
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community ”—{Here the bell rang as the Hon’ble Member had exceeded his 
time limit and the Hon'ble Member resumed his seat. ] 4 “ f 


The Hon’ble Mr! Carter said :— i 

“T wish to oppose the resolution which has been brought forward: by the 
Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray, under headings (¢) and (i#).and the amend- 
ment, by the Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur. 

I would like to say first of all that I have been connected with salt, and 
my firm has been connected with the salt trade for a great number of 
years; and therefore I can speak with a certain amount of knowledge and 
confidence. i 

Owing to the formation of the littoral of Bengal, consisting as it does of 
vast mud flats caused by the great flood of fresh water from the Ganges 
delta, the influence of which is felt many miles at sea, it is well known to the 
salt trade that it is impossible to manufacture salt on a commercial scale, as 
is done in the Madras and Bombay Presidencies. 

Salt can be manufactured in certain places in limited quantities only, 
but the process is very laborious. owing to the weakness of the brine, Salt 
manufacture was carried on in Orissa when it was attached to Bengal for a 
great number of years, I believe that the British Government took over the 
manufacture of salt in 1804. Previous tothat date it was in the hands of 
Rajas and other zemindars. The last Salt Faétories in Orissa were closed in 
March 1902 as it was found that the climate was not suitable owing to the 
severe thunderstorms which visited that Province, and also the opening of 
the East Coast Railway afforded facilities lor the import of Ganjam salt into 
Orissa and allowed of salt being sent down from Caleutta; and although. the 
price of Government sali in Orissa was reduced to, }anna a maund, there 
was found to be no sale for it owing to its poorness of quality, In the report 
on the ‘ Bengal Salt. Trade’ for 1901-02, it is stated that the further manu- 
facture of salt was considered by Government during the year, and finally 
held to be impracticable. ie ta 

T need hardly say that at the present time it seems to me to be folly for 
Government to waste money in an attempt to revive an industry which could 
not live against imports from the Red Sea and those paris of the Provinces 
of India where salt can be manufactured to advantage. t 

‘The second resolution put forward by the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath 
Ray is to allow the salt manufactured by people for their own consumption 
to be free from duty. It is repeatedly put forward that the salt tax bears 
hardly on the masses; but as the consumption per head is estimated to be 
12 lbs, per annum, the duty on which at its present rate of Re. 1-4 per 
maund amounts to 3 annas :per head per annum only, it can hardly be 


considered excessive, particularly as this is the only tax which millions mal 
ar 


towards the revenue, It would be obviously unfair. to allow a favoured 
to manufacture salt for their own consumption free of a tax which the other 
millions of India have to pay. mal 

There has been considerable agitation lately against the high price of 
salt ruling in Bengal. The price of Red Sea salt at the present moment ean 
be taken roughly at Rs. 239 ‘per:100 maunds plus the tax of Rs. 125 per 100 
maunds equals Rs, 364, iis cm 
For very many years'the duty was at the rate of Rs. 250 per 100 maunds 
and taking'the price of salt at that’ time at an average of Rs. 60, the price 
works out at Rs. 310 per 100 maunds, or a difference of Rs. 54 per 100 
‘maunds, which means that the consumer now has to pay 1 anna 8 pies 
‘tmaund per annum moré than he did fifteen years ago, and this in spite of the 
Yast increase in the cost of production and freight. ie a 


“For the above reasons I wish to oppose the resolution.” 
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“Resolutions. 


Mr. Provash Chunder Miter. 
‘The Hon’ble Mr. Provasa Cuunprk Mrrrer said :— 


“Sir, the resolution is divisible into two parts and. then there is an 
amenduient to it proposed by the Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur. 1 am very strongly in favour of! clause (i) of the resolution moved 
by my friend, the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray, but I am sorry to oppose 
the second part of the resolution and the amendment of the Hon'ble 
Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur. 

As regards the consumption of salt in Bengal certain figures may be 
helpful. The total consumption of salt in Bengal is about 70 lakhs of maunds, 
and out of this, 24 lakhs are imported from Great Britain—I am speak- 
ing from the statistics as published in the latest Government Reports— 


‘the remaining 46 lakhs of maunds are imported from Masoa, Spain and 


Port Said—the last mentioned place being mainly the distributing centre of . 


Red Sea sali. Therefore, so far as any:question of conflict of the interests of 
Great Britain and the interests of India are concerned, that is only with 
regard to the 24 lakhs of maunds; there is no such conflict with rogard to 
the 46 lakhs of maunds of salt. Now, as regards the 24 lakhs, we may 
remember that salt is imported in bulk as ballast in ships and practically free 
from freight. So long as such. conditions prevailed as enabled salt to be 
imported practically freight-froo, there was not perhaps much difficulty ; but. 
under the present state of difficulties of tonnage conditions have changed and 
perhaps even some time after the hostilities are over, we may not have the same 
facilities of tonnage as we had in pre-war days, Inthe meantime, the question 
has become very acute for the people of the country, as also for the Govern- 
ment and for, Et Masa who are interested in the well-being of the people 
and the Government. 


Now, Sir, it has been said that Bengal is not suitable for the manufaec- 
ture of salt, and for that reason it has been suggested that it is not right that 
Government should risk its money for the manufacture of salt. I agree, for 
the sake of argument, that there may be much in favour of such statements, 
After all the Government must be guided. by the advice of its experts. 
But, Sir, is that any reason why permission should not be granted to 
private manufacturers to manufacture salt ? It is their own look-out whether 
the climate of Bengal is good enough to carry on salt manufactories at a 
profit. and if that is so, is there any justification for preventing private manu- 
facturers from manufacturing salt ? Well, there is no doubt that: the climate 
of Bengal is damp, and that salt can be better manufactured in a dry climate, 
There is no doubt also that the sea-board of Bengal is more or less intersected 
by big rivers. But those difficulties have all along existed, and in spite of 
them, Bengal used to manufacture her own salt. If that be so, and if the 
Government does not feel justified in starting salt manufactories of its own, 
the least the Government’ could do, in order to remove the impression 
which ‘exists and which is doing as much misghief to the Government as to 
the people, is to let the people, who wish to try the experiment, todo so for 
themselves. If they burn their fingers and find out to their own cost that 
they cannot manufacture salt in competition with foreign salt, then Govern- 
ment’ will have everything to gain and nothing to lose by according such 
permission. It is no good preaching about the difficulties of salt manufacture. 
The best thing is to let the people try and learn for themselves—for there 
is no school like the school of experience. Therefore, with regard to 
clause (¢) of my Hon'ble friend's resolution, my suggestions are that. private 

rms or private individuals be allowed to manufacture salt. Of course, 
they must pay the necessary duty and perhaps some amount of license fee. 
Hodar as Thave been able to investigate into this nf&itter, I do think that 
under present conditions the Government will be able to manufacture salt 


: ‘han et but that is a matter which I would leave to Government and to 


8 expert advisers. 


oe : a 
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Resolutions. 


Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter ; Maulwi A. K. Fazl-ul-Hag. 


‘As regards the second portion of the resolution, I,am sorry I have to 
oppose it, and I oppose it on three grounds. First of all, if the people are 
allowed to manufacture salt for their own consumption it will lead to a good 
deal of friction between the subordinate officials of the Salt Department and 
local people and the benefit, perhaps, will be.a questionable one. It will be. 
difficult for the superior officers of the Salt ‘Department, and the: Government 
to remedy acts” of oppression, real or fancied. My second point is this : 
How will the loss of revenue be compensated for? It is no good. saying 

- that Government will bear a loss of revenue ; but there is such a thing as 
the Budget with which most of my friends are familiar. Even if it means 
‘a loss of revenue of two lakhs, how is that loss going to be met? From what 
other departmont is the curtailment fo be made? Now, the third reason is 
that it is perfectly well known that tho population of the seaboard of Bengal 
is very small; out of a total ‘of 45 millions, perhaps at the highest, the 
population of the seaboard of Bengal is not more than quarter of a million, 
If you let these people to manufacture salt for their own use, you -benefit: a 
few; but you leave the‘ door opén for illicit manufacture. Therefore, both 
on grounds of loss of revenué and. on grounds of differential treatment, 
1am opposed to thé second branch of my friend’s resolution. + : 

As regards the amendment of the Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghosh 
Bahadur, | am sorry that, after giving it my ‘best consideration, 1 have to 
oppose it. “My ‘first reason is that free nianufacture of salt in 
will not be of any the slightest benefit to the consumer. Taking the total 
consumption of salt in Bengal to be 70 lakhs of maunds, if you allow free 
manufacture from’ to-morrow not only duty free but with a subsidy of say 
one pice to the maund, even then, I take it, during the noxt three or four 
years they will not be able to manufacture say more than 8 or 10 lakhs -of 
maunds. If that be so, will the manufacturers be selling, at a price lower than 
the market price of salt? Well, my answer. is an emphatic ‘no’. Who then 
will benofit by. this manufacture? The consumers will not be benefited but 
the manufacturers will,benefit to the detriment of the revenue to the State. 
The second reason why I oppose; that amendment is that although my 
Hon'ble friend has suggested free manufacture of salt in Bengal, what about 
the competition with the rest of India? There are no high tariff walls 
round Bengal. Supposing that 8 or 10 lakhs of maunds of salt are manufac- 
tured in Bengal, the market. price of salt being subject. to the market 
conditions of the whole of India, the manufacture of salt free of duty will not 
benefit the consumer because the manufacturer will sell at the prevailing 
market rate. 

The. third ground is what I have- already dealt with, namely, the 
question of loss of revenue. That being the position, I submit—and submit 
with some amount of confidence—that Government will be pleased to consider 
the matter very carefully and should, at any rate, allow private manufacturers 
a chance to realise whether the theory of Government experts is correct — 
or: not, If that chance is not given in these days whem every act of 
Government is looked upon with suspicion and when there are people who see 
fit to ascribe all sorts of motives to acts of Government, where no such 
motives really exist, the Government will be doing a highly impolitie thing. 
Tt will enable, mischievous people to carry on an agitation by aseribing 
improper motives to Government.” : 
‘The Hon'ble Mautvi A. K. Fazi-vr-Hag said -— 


“ Sit, much of what I wanted to say has already been referred to by 
prévious speakers and I do not think I need repeat what they have sa\ 
belong to one of the mogt important districts which is on the sea and 
- got a right to say something on the questions that haye been raised | 
_ resolution and the es amendment. My own idea is that the best 

do would be to make the salt duty free forall poople and ‘for all time. — 
would be the ideal state. of things and I want to go mnéh further than 
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Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray and the mover, of tho amendment, the 
Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur. ‘The question that has been 
raised is not, due tothe consideration of a state of things brought about by 
the war, but it is a very large economical question which has been engaging 
the attention of public men in India for several years. I think that in order 
toarrive at a satisfactory solution, Government must be prepared to make any 
sacrifice that will be nevessary, My Hon'ble friend- Mr: Provash Chunder 
Mittor has referred to the difficulties with which we would be faced were we 
to ask Government to make a sacrifice in the revenue, and he has put the 
question to the Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray as to what he is going to 
suggest to Government, in. order to make up for the loss of revenue which 
would result in making salt duty free at least for some years. It may be that 
if, that course: is adopted there will be a deficit of a few lakhs of rupees, and 
if any suggestion were needed, I would suggest that the deficit can be made 
up by reducing the expenditure on one department and abolishing at least 
two departments. I need not specify what departments I mean. Most of the 
Hon'ble Members will be able to guess to what departments I am referring. 
Surely the way in whieh a-question like this is to be met is by considering 
the comparative importance of either refusing relief to the people not by 
ing the course 8 sted, or-by granting the reasonable prayer of the 
people at tha cost of Tae tle sacrifice, If the adyantage that is gained 
counterbalances the small deficit in the revenue, [ for one would earnestly 
request Government to take the course which offers a satisfactory solution of a 
very knotty problem which has’ been ongaging the attention not: of the 
educated few but in this ease at least of the mass of people. It is always 
~ said, whenever any of these economical problems are discussed in public 
platforms, that it is the professional agitator, and he and he alone who makes 
any complaint. But so far as this matter is concerned, tho question affeets the 
people who have taken up not merely arguments but cudgels and lathis in 
order to. make others understand how they feel over this matter. I think, 
Sir, the situation: is geriotts and I earnestly support the resolution of my 
Hon'ble friend Babu Surendra, Nath Ray.” 
The Hon'ble Kusy Sdnrs' Astaw Ax said :-— ; : 
“Sir, I come from Chittagong and my home is very near the sea which is 
full of salt water and the people in my part of the country used to manufac- 
ture salt before, They know how to manufacture ‘salt and some of them 
have told mo that if they are allowed to manufacture it, they will be able to 
selksalt at one anna per soer. If an opportunity is given to them, they. will 
‘be greatly benefited thereby. With these words I support the resolution.” 


The Hon'ble Mr: Donan’ said — * 


"“* Sir, the Hon'ble Members who have spoken on these resolutions have 
not, I think, .fully appreciated the conditions .which led to the high 
prices ‘that prevailed a short time ago and to the loot of bazars and hits. 
Before proceeding to Weal with the actual issue raised in the Hon'ble, 
Member's resolution, it will be convenient’ if I give the Council a brief 

‘account of the situation as regards salt, the cirgumstances which led to the 
large increase in prige a short time ago, and the present position. 

Was not know how far Hon'ble Mombers have studied the quarterly 

reports published on the state of the salt market which give statistics of 

cs imports, clearances and stocks, but a perusal of the last report, issued on’ the 

30th November, 1917. for the quarter ending the 30th September last, would 

have shown that on the latter date the stocks were considerably lower than they 

- had boen at the close of the previous quarter. 'Thegfall was temporary, but 

although there was no fear that ample stocks would be forthcoming, an idea 

- that there might be a shortage seemed to have seized the minds of certain 

chants in Calcutta, and the demand was so considerable that prices rose 

ly. from the. middle of October, culminating “BS high figure on the 
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26th November. It is to this speculation that the high retail prices that | 
prevailed throughout the Province, and led in part to the loots ih hits and 

bazars, are due. As to stocks there was a feared shortage in Chittagong, 

but Government took very early measures to meet the situation. Difticulties 

of tonnage to this port had affected the position and it became necessary to 

send salt from, Calcutta to replenish the stocks there. This probably’ 
accounted in pat for the anticipations of a shortage in Calcutta. However, 

the former position has again been restored, the fall that occurred has been 

made good and the. stocks: on the 31st December were oyer thé figure of 

the 30th June. Large shipments are expected in the coming months. An 

ample supply is already assured to, cover the requirements of Bengal and the 

neighbouring Provinces, which are dependent on Bengal for their supplies, 

* and Government are making further arrangements which will ensure that 

these supplies are maintained, both at Caleutta and at Chittagong. T have 

alluded to the rise in’ price that followed on ‘an anticipation of shortage in 

November last, and it will interest: the Council if I mention what actually 

happened. 

On the 3rd November the price of salt in-the import market was Rs. 302. 
It rose to Rs. 321 by the’8th November, to Rs. 431 on the 19th, Rs. 451 on the 
20th, and eventually reached ‘Rs, 501 on the 26th of that month. It went 
up no further but dropped on the 1st December to Rs. 350. Tt has since then 
gradually fallen and at the present time is Rs, 240. I might also mention 
that while imported salt was sold at Rs. 350 on the Ist December and 
thereafter no business was done till the 17th December, when small quantities 
were sold at Rs. 300, yet on the 6th December Madras salt was offered at» 
Rs. 200 and could find no purchasers. 

The Hon’ble Momber has quoted. tho wholesale prices per maund of 
imported salt. But he is not quite accurate in -his' figures. ‘The highest 
price was reached in the last week of November, arid was as much as Rs. 6-7. 
On ‘the Ist. Decembér it fell to under Re. 6, and at the present day it is 
Rs. 3-14. The retail price in Caleutta of imported salt rose to three annas, 
but is now two annas per-seer, In. the mofussil it averages a little over this 
figure. Both these rates—wholesale and retail—followed the sale price in the 
import market, and it was almost solely due to the.speculation in’ Calcutta 
that the prices rose in the mufassal and led to the looting of hats and bazars. 

Government made enquiries as to how far profiteering was prevalent in the 
frutlestl, and the reports are practically unanimous that the Calentta whole- 
sale dealer was responsible and that there was no speculation amongst the 
retailers.” : x \e 
Phe present priée of imported salt is now more in accord with eondi- 
tions arising out of increased dreight’ charges. . As this price is very high 
for the poorer classes of consumer the remedy of local manufacture is put 
forward, Reference bas been made to the memorandum, published in the 
proceedings of the Imperial Legislative Council as regards the possibilities 
of local manufacture in Bengal. ‘This memorandum was prepared by this 
"Government, with .the assistance of officers who had full mhomeries of the 
subject, but as_all Hon'ble Members may. not have. seen it I shall, briefly 
explain the position.’ £ ; luge 
There are three possible methods of salt, manufacture, :— oh 4a 
First, Panga, under which salt is educed by process of boiling from 
brine which has been-obtained by filteration from salt earth, ‘f 3 
Secondly, the Karkatch system under which salt.is obtained sagt AS 
means of solar evaporation, the brine being sea water or brackish water su 
as found inthe Ohijka Lake. 6): 0s reais 3 
eis, also the Vacuum process, which need not be considered he 
t Ives the establishment .of a huge planta: yoo iy Pee 
_ Previous to 1863 the Bengal Government carried on a system of ‘he 
~ manufacture, both <. karkatch methods. But the system had 
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to be abanttonéd owing to the competition of Liverpool salt which undersold ite 
Tn, 865° manufacture was reswined under private enterprise under both 
methods, the karkateh system ‘being confined to the neighbourhood of the 
Chilka-Lake. In the beginning of the eighties salt from Ganjam came into 
competition, ind soon aftor this it became apparent that manufacture according 
tothe panga method could not be carried on with due regard to the interest 
of the revenue. Production by this method is costly, cheap fuel is an 
* essential necessity, and with thé clearance of jungles and the cultivation of 
jungle sites, ‘the facilities for manufacture rapidly disappeared. It soon 
became evident from the high cost of production that it was not possible to 
varry on panga manufacture at a legitimate profit without . recourse to 
illicit practices, and it was’ therefore finally decided in 1887 to prohibit in 
future thantfacture ‘according to this method. Panga manufacture is still 
more impossiblé to-day. ‘There are no longer extensive saline deposits as in 
the oldén days té which the Hon'ble Member refers when vast swamps were 
reserved for the industry by landlords. I shall presently rofer to this in 
coniivetion with certain applications for manufacture that have been received: 
Manufacture according to the karkatch method was continued at’ the 
Chilka Lake, but this had eventually to give way to Ganjam salt. The 
climatic conditions of Ganjam were far more favourable to salt manufacture 
and better und cheaper salt could be produced in that area. As the Hon’ble 
Mr. Garter has'alteady mentioned, the opening of the East, Coast Railway 
brought the two into competition and eventually it was found unprofitable 
to continue the manufacture at Chilka. A similar fate beféll three factories 
which had been’ opened by ‘Government ‘in Orissa ; nowhere north of this 
has the karkatch system been continued, Tho question of resuming manu- 
facture has been considered’ on more than one occasion, but on all the 
grounds mentioned jit was held to be impracticable. Conditions in Bengal 
are even worse than they were. at the Chilka Lake. ‘The Chilka Lake itself 
was even below the density of ordinary sea water. But the ‘sea water at 
the north of the Bay is lar, ‘oly charged with silt, while it is weak in brine 
owing to the large influx of fresh water from the numerous rivers. The 
climatic conditions too are unfavourable—the thunderstorms in Maréh and 
April would repeatedly retard production and also destroy ‘salt in the process 
of manufacture. ‘i 
These are difficulties, bat notwithstanding them, Government’ are 
prepared to give favourable consideration to any scheme ‘which may be put 
forward for the manufacture of salt. under conditions which will ensure the 
necessary supervision and safeguard the revenue. The Hon'ble Babu 8. N. 
Ray rofors to a statemont ‘that the people of Chittagong could very well 
manufacture’and' sell salt at 2 or 3 pice pet seer, and, if the present restraint 
were discontinued, could compete with the imported salt. Other members 
have also 'commented‘on the possibilities of manufacture in Chittagong. Now 
we have had applications for permission to manufacture salt in Chittagong. In 





the beginning of December Government received applications to manufacture’ 


locally from certain merchants: in Chittagong. One of them stated that. ‘hoe 
adi resources enough to manufacture galt on a‘large scale. "The Excise 
Commissioner was recalled from tour and sent down to Chittagong to see the 
applicants, find out exactly what they proposed to do, and asbiat them in 
working out their proposalé. Mr. Moberly found that the ay plicants ‘had 
. very: vague ideas as to how theys wished to proceed ; they worked out. 
inadequate proposals and not even made any preliminary enquiries ‘as tw 
whether the yenture, which was to be ona permanent footing, would bo 
profitable or othetwise. One of the applitants intended to collect salt: earth, 
‘but he had never seon the soils’ on. which he rigtiie. fl operate and their 
extent, The advice and assistance of the Salt Department were placed at 
their disposal and in the light of the information given they have been corsi- 
dering whether they would proceed. We are still. awaiting ‘their decision. 
e 
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Thoir dificulty may be realised when I xead the following extracts from a t 


report, received only yesterday, from the Superintendent of Salt in Chittiagong,\ 
who was instructed to assist them. ‘I may mention that the Superintendent 
of Salt, Chittagong, placed his launch at the disposal of theypetitioners, and 
the best saline soils in the district were visited by them. ‘The Superintendent 
had also shown thom the saline survey registers of tho district (prepared 
roughly about ten yoars ago) and pointed out to them the vast changes 
(in the disappearance of salinity from many areas) which had occurred in 
recent years. ‘The entries in the rogisters themselves gave no hope, of 
aroas large enough for that purpose. This is what the report says :— 
. ‘We found the vast plain, on which he (the applicant) relied, was 
overgrown with grass. Residents said a little saline would effloresce in Choit 
if the rain held off. Small patches of saline sand were pointed out at, the 
inargin of the sea, too small to deserve mention. It was admitted that this 
sand did not yield even 10 per cent. of its weight of salt when filtered. He 
was convinced that the site was worthless.’ 

"'Phis is rather different from the 50 per cent. quoted by the Hon'ble 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, 

‘Again ‘on the 29th Decomber, I accompanied two of the applicants to! 
Kutubdia Island and on the 30th to the sea-face of Khankhanabad’ and 
showed them what soils there were. ‘The western shore of Kutubdia Island 
has a belt of saline sand on the margin of the sea about 5 yards: wide 
and extending the full length of the island at intervals. The sand gets 
its salinity from the spring tides—not from sub-soil brine. A square yard 
of this sand ‘was collected by them. They admitted that it did not yield even 
10 per cent. of its weight of salt. I pointed out to them ‘that this'sand 
Gould only be seraped about twice a month for about three days at atime. 
‘They then proceeded to inspect the saline soils mentioned in the survey 
vegistors as lying along the Pilotkata Khal. These were found to. have lost 
their salinity. No fuel was found anywhere én site.’ 

“'Phe next day the soils near Khankhanabad were inspected. These 

were also patchos of saline sand, very poor in quantity. The applicants at once ’ 
saw that the locality was hopeless for their purpose and expressed a wish to 

examine the soils at Gohira during the neap tides on 7th January before 

coming to a decision.’ 

"On the 7th January 1918 I accompanied ‘one of the applicants and 
inspected the coast between the mouth of the rivers Karnafuli and Sanko, 
4 distance of about 8 miles, An almost’ continuous belt of saline sand 
averaging 5 yards in width was found to contain very extensive scrapings, 
but the only area containing salt earth was a'small patch near Gobadia village 
on the Karnafuli left bank which we visited on our return. ‘The applicant took 
‘samples of both the sand and of the earth and promised to let me haye. his 
docision on the 15th instant positively, but I have received no communication 
from him till now.’ e 
‘4 “The deposits of salt earth, which would afford a perennial source of 
the raw material required for manufacture, are almost entirely absent. 
‘Along the extensive coast line is found, a narrow stretch of what may be 
termed saliferous sand. The spring tides impregnate patches of sand of 
slightly lower level than the margin of the. sea with salt. The quantity of 
salt in this thin cake of sind may be roughly stated to be about 10 per 
cent, of its weight.’ 


"These extracts show that Chittagong* seems hardly so pre-eminontly * 


‘fitted for the manufacture of salt as the Hon'ble Member's informant would 
submit, and that panga manufacture on the old lines is out of the question. 
But, as I haye said, if the applicants will put forward a workable scheme, 
Rorgpment will confider, it fayourably. tysgdk 

“he Hon'ble mover would go further, He asks that we should. allow 
the salt manufactured by the people for their own consumption to be free 


eee 


» you why Government ought to encourage the manufacture of salt 
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Balu Surendra Nath Ray. 


from duty. I amafraid we cannot agree to, this. It must be remombdéred 
that salt is. one of the items of taxation, and so long as it ig a dutiable article, 
it is impossible’ to relieve any *particular section of the community to the 
exclusion of the others. Manufacture for local consumption will be possible 
only in certain localities—those bordering on the sea—but if the people 
in these places are not required to pay the salt tax, why, as the Hon'ble 
Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur ‘has remarked, should ‘those in, say, 
Northern Bengal not be exempted, and why not the peoples of Bombay, Madras 
sind the Panjab, in which provinces there is a considerable production of salt ? 
As long as the ‘salt tax subsists as an item of taxation, proferential treatment 
cannot be accorded to any'particular province or locality. “And again general 
freedom to mantfacture is open to the objection that’ the concession would 
certainly be abusedillicit practices would soon prevail—illicit manufacture 
for sale, illicit ‘sales and tho like. Government cannot, on these grounds, 
agree to any proposal to permit manufacture duty ‘free. In one direction, 
however, a slight ac ea of the existing instructions has been made. 
Under old orders. Magistrates weve enjoined to exercise discretion’in the 
‘prosecution Of poor persons ‘for first offences in the manufacture of salt for 
domestic consumption. Government have gone a little further and some 
time ago directions ‘were issued to the salt preventive establishment ‘to 

ore for the time being manufacture on a small scale ‘for personal and 
omestié consumption only. But we eannot, for’ the reasons I- have men- 
tioned, agree to the adoption of a’ general policy on’ the lines suggested. 

Government will then, as I have said, give favourable consideration’ to 

any workable proposals to manufacture salt that may be submitted, and ‘are 
assisting would be manufacturers in working out their proposals. It is 
impossible for us, however, to accept the policy outlined in the resolution in 
the second part of the amendment. We have gone some way already.to, meet 
the case of the very few. Government are in the ‘closest touch*with the” 
situation and they are doing all in their power to prevent the recurrence of 
conditions which led to the looting that has taken place. The ‘position is 
to-day, as the Hon'ble Member himeelf has shown, far better than it was two 
months ago : prices have dropped, salt stocks are better and ample supplies 
are assured, and I may add that Government are giving serious consideration 
to the question of regulating prices and othor measures for preventing specula- 
tive operations. In the’ light of these observations, the Hon'ble Members will 
probably be willing to withdraw. the resolution, and the amendment. But I 
would again repeat that we cannot accept a proposal that would allow general 
manufacture of salt without payment of duty.” 


‘The Hon'ble Banu Sorennra Navit Ray said :— 


“Sir, in fact what Thad to say in reply to the Hon'ble Mr. Carter's speech 
has been said by my Hon'ble friend Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter, who has told 
that is the 
first part of my resolution—but whether the manufacture of salt will be profit- 
able to the people or not is no concern of Government. What the Goyern- 
ment ought to do and what I also said in my opening speech is, let not 
Government interfere with the private parties manufacturing their own salt. 
On the other hand, it is the duty of Government at a juncture like this to 
encourage the manufacture of salt. We want salt for our own use; we do 
not want to make salt for profiteering. Sir, the Hon'ble Mr. Carter has said 
that salt duty is the only tax which the millions of people of India pay to the 
Imperial Exchequer. That has been the argument not only of Mr. Carter 
to-day in this Council but that also was the argdment of officials in the 
Imperial Council when this question was discussed in, tho yoar 1905 and 
again in the year 1907. hey said that it is the ogly tax which the millions 
ocho of India pay and that they pay no other taxes. I can only say this 
that the millions of the people of Todi pay the land tax apd the land tax in 
Tndia is a very lacge amount of Government revenite. © Every agriculturist has 
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is paid by the millions of India. My Hon'ble friend Mr. Provash Chander Mitte 
has asked how the loss of revenue was to be recouped. Ata critical time like 





this Government must be-prepared,to make)some. sacrifice, and as a matter of ' 


that. to those who 
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fact my resolution is a very modest one. It is only this, 
will manufacture salt for their own use, it may be duty-free, loss to 
Govetnment won't come up to.a very large amount after all, - Both the Hon’ ble 
Mr. Carter and Mr. Donald said that the conditions have changed and that 
there is now much fresh water in the mouth of the Bay of Bengal and that we 
do not find patches of earth full of salino water now. All T.can say 18 ‘hat it is 
news to me that within the last 30 or 40 years the water. of the Ba of Bengal 
hag lost its saline character. At one time salt used to. be, manutactured in 
very large quantities in Hijh in Midnapore. I haye quoted a passage from 
Mr. O'Malley's book which shows that in the year! 1776 Mr. Grant reported 
that. 850,000 maunds of ;salt used tio be manufactured in that subdivision 
of the Midnapore district alone, but we hear now that channels have. been 
cut and there is much fresh water there. 1 really. cannot understand why 
we cannot manufacture salt now so as to make it profitable and paying to the 
poor people. I am very much thankful and the country will feel thanktul ‘to 
the Hon'ble Mr. Donald for the statement. that-he has made in this Council 
that Government has already been trying to, assist, one gentleman of Chitta- 
gong who is going to manufacture salt.” 






‘Phe Hon'ble Mr. Donaup said ;— 
“Phree or four gentlemen.” 


The Hon'ble Banu Surenpra Nars Ray continued— i i 


“This, I say, is € move in the right direction. It is necessary that Govern- 
ment ‘should’ give publicity and a wider publicity to all that Government 
intend to do in this ‘matter.’ T also understand from what the Hon'ble 
Mr. Donald said that there has been some order by Goverument not to prosecute 
those who will manufacture salt for their own domestic use. That is exactly 
what I wanted, that poor people may be allowed to manufacture salt for their 
own use and that they may not be prosecuted for it. T did not want anything 
more. My resolution does not go so far as thy Hon’ble friend Rai Debender 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur’s. I want to sayethat this is a time when Govern- 
ment ought todo all that they possibly can to help the poor people and to give 
publicity to all their intentions with reference to them, 1 should like to make 
one request, and that is that Government should give as wide a publicity: as 
they can to the order that Government. will not prosecute those who will 
manufacture salt for their own use, We are very much thankful to Govern- 
ment for their statement to-day in Council.” ” 


The Hon'ble Dr. Dena Prasav Sanpioetiart said i ii moe: ay 
“Sir will mot the resolution be divided into two paris? ‘There are rea 
wo resolutions.” Hite eto Say he *: 








ae 
The Hon'ble Banu Surenpwa Nara Ray said :— Peseta uae 
_ “I willlask that the two parts of the resolution may. be pat separately.” 

: sti . eu reuse 
he Presinewr said — srt de Ne ( 
‘4 fes, it can be done under.ralo, 22"; Caalts 
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Rat Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, 


Clause (¢) of the resolution was then put and agreed to, Clause (i) of 
the resolution being put, a division was taken with the following result :— 









Ayea~14, Nows—20. 
* 

‘The Hon'ble De. Nilrataii Sarkar. ‘The Hon'ble Mr. J. @. Cumming, ¢.1., o1.8. 
0 Babu Brojeudta Kishor Ray Chaudhuri. ,, 4 » Gd. Stevenson-Moore, 0.¥.0. 
» Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, c... » oo» ow dH Kerr, os. . 

% on. Rai Debender Chunder Glove ‘Bahadur. 4, yy 

22 Mautvi Abul Kasem, a ase 

wow oy A. K, aal-al-Hag. yooM 

» «Khan Sahib Aman Ali, wom 

3%». Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

oy oy Alt! Chandra Datta, emer Bompas. 

3h) Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Babador, 4, 4, Wordsworth. 

3h, BabuSarendea Nath Bay. wat a 4 Payne. 

chert +» Mahendra Nath Ray, 6.1. allt Panton. 

” » Mr K. B. Dat. » oo” th Mukharji Bahadar, 1.4.0, 


yoy» Babu Kishor! Mohag Chandiruri, jenna nsie. 
» oon on Weis HL eden Wood, e148, 
yon on, By Glen, 
1 Row. BE. G. Howells, 
* on Mrs BW. Carter, cokm, 
+ on Sit A. Birkmyre, Kt, 
” Mr. E, B. Eden, 
” » H.R. A, Trewin, 


The following member abstained from voting :— 
The Hon’ble Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. 


The following members were absent :— 
The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K.¢.1.8., €.8.1. 

i + Mr. T. C. P. Gibbons, k.c. 
” ” The Nawab Babadur of Murshidabad. 
a Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, k.c.1.5. 
” 7 Mr. Aminur Rahman. 
a a Raja Hrishikesh Laha, c.1.8. 
*  } Pho Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 
a a Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. 
B * Mr. Arun Chandra Singha, 
n ” Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 
yO Min EA. Martin, . 
” ” Dr. Abdalla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 
a9, * Mr. M, Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri, 
hin, ph vv, Altaf Ali. 
» Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur, 
we a Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 


The Ayes being 14 and the Noes 20, the motion was lost. 


List of Business—item No. 17. 


The Hon'ble Rar Mawenpra Cuanpra Mirra Banapur moved the 
following resolution :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that arrangements 
be made for the cash sale of publications of the Government of Bengal at the 
Secretariat Book Depét, Caleutta. 


He said :— 

“ Sir, Ido not wish to burden the Council with too many details, as the 
resolution speaks for itself. The exact position may be realized, if [ could 
mention one or two facts in this connection. 

"Formerly all Government publications wete available at the Bengal 
Secretariat Book Depdt. Tho customer had to go to tho depot and apply for 
the book he wanted. ‘A chit was given to him wit which he had to go to 

fi 


% 
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another office at the other end of the same building to deposit money’ there 
and bring a receipt, on production of which ‘the book was delivered to him. 
This, of course; meant a little delay, but the remedy has been worse than the 
disease. Now, in most cases, the agents for the saloe..of Government 
publications do not care to replenish their stock, with the result that the 
intending purchaser has, in the first instance, to go to the depdt to inspect 
the book and then to come to one of the agents to book his order. The depét 
people naturally feel.chary to allow inspection, as ‘since 1914, they have 
stopped the cash sale of books to customers direct, having appointed several 
agents in Calcutta, allowing them a commission of 33} per cent. on the sale- 
price of books. When the agent has not got the book. in stock, he generally 
accepts the price and writes out an order on the printed form of his firm and 
hands over the same to the customer who has again to run to the depét.and 
take delivery of the book there, on behalf of the agent. It is true, in some 
* cases, the agents send their own messenger to the book depdt to get the 
books, but this tltey h&sdly care to do in cases where the value of the books 
ordered is small. he inconvenience of the customers may be_ better 
imagined than described. In the office of the Superintendent of India 
Government Publications, Hastings Street, Calcutta, books are sold direct to 
the customers on payment of the price’ without any delay. Inspection of 
books is freely allowed there. This system, if followed by the Government of 
of Bengal, would result in the removal of an inconvenience from which 
purchasers of publications of this Government suffer at prosent. 1, therefore, 
hope that my resolution may be accepted by the Council.” 


The Hon’ble Rar Desenner Caunper Guose Banavur said :— 


“Sir, I am somewhat surprised that such a trivial matter should be 
brought before this Council by my Hon'ble friend. My Hon'ble friend 
complains of the present system by which one is obliged to get his book 
supplied as regards Government publications from one of the booksellers of 
the town and he considers that it is more convenient to get these things from 
the Bengal Secretariat Book Depét. I happen to be a resident of Calcutta 
while my Hon'ble friend comes from Hooghly, * Probably he does not mind 
the inconvenience which a messenger from Hooghly is put to in getting a book 
from the Secretariat Book Dep6t under the conditions of former days. Speak- 
ing for myself I think the present system under which Messrs. Thacker, 
Spink & Co., Newman & Co. and Cambray & Co. are permitted to sell these 
publications is most convenient to the public. Besides they are vory obliging 
in serving their customers, more than a Government office is expected to be. 
You have only to send a letter to one of these shops and you get your 
book as soon as possible, Probably they will send it by post to Hooghly. 
Tf you write to them for a book on inspection they will send it to you aud if 
you do not like to buy it you can return it.’ I, therefore, opposé the 
resolution.” 


‘Tho Hon’blo Mr, Donaup said :— 


“Sir, the present arrangement was the result of action taken on a 
complaint made some years ago that to pay for u book purchased in the Book 
Depot one had to go to the other end of Writers’ Buildings. That complaint 
was considered and the arrangement which now exists was adopted. It is 
not however a satisfactory arrangement and as the Hon'ble mover has said 
the remedy is almost eorse than the disease. We are prepared again to 
make arrangements for salo at the Book Depot and Government will accept 
the Hon’ble Member's resolution.” : 


The motion was put.and agreed to, - 


4 


4 
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, List of Business—item No. 18. . 


The following resolution stood in the name of the Hon'ble Rat Manenpra 
Cuanpra Mrrra Banapur :— 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that’ steps be taken 
to remodel the slnice in the Damodar left embankment on the western border 
of maaza Gazipore in thana Amta, in the district of Howrah, by widening the 
size of the oxisting narrow vent and lowering the floor of the said sluice with 
a view to draining out the stagnant rain-water from the paddy fields and 
preventing any further damage to the winter rice crop of mauzas Sonamukhi 
and Gazipore, 


He said :— 


“Sir, may I ask for the postponement of this resolution for discussion at 
the next meeting ? The reason is that it is already late and consequently if 
this view is acceptable to you, Sir, I request you to postpone it.”” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, postponed till the 
next meeting of the Council. 

‘ CY ? 
List of Business—item No. 19. 

The following resolution stood in the name of the Hon’ble Mr. Trwix 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 

(#) the teaching of Hygiene and Sanitation by duly qualified teachers 
be made compulsory in all State aided schools, both for boys and 
girls, in the Province ; 

(i) these subjects be included as compulsory subjects for the Univer- 
sity Matriculation Examination ; and 

(i) provision for the above be made in the next Budget. 

He said -— 

“Sir, the resolution which stands in my name is, I know, considered of 

very great importance to the people of this country by many members of this 

aneil and it is quite evident that at the present hour and in the present 
state of the House it is hopeless to expect a good debate upon it. I would, 
therefore, request your permission to postpone it until the next Council 
meeting.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, postponed till the 
next meeting of the Council, 


Adjournment. 
The Council was then adjourned to ‘Tuesday, the 19th February, 1918, at 
11.4.m., at Government House, Calcutta. 
A. M. HUTCHISON, 


Secretary (o the Government of Bengal and 


Secretary to the Bengal Legislative Councit ( Offg.). 
Caxcurra, 


The 2nd February, 1918, 
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PART IVA. 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council. 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915, 


Tae Couneil met in the Council Chamber at Government House, Caleutta, 
on Tuesday, the 19th February, 1918, at 11 a. 


Present : 


His Excellency the Right Hon'ble Lawrence Joun Lumixy Dunpas, Earn 
Or ROoNALDSHAY, G.O.LE., Governor of the Presidency of Fort 
William in Bengal, presiding. 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wuaeecer, X.c..8. Vice-President. 





~ ‘The Hon'ble Sm Sarvenpra Prasaywa Sixma, Kr. 
The Hon'ble Mx. J. G. Coma, c.s.14 c.18- 
The Hon’blé Mr. C. J. Srevenson-Moorg, c.v.0. 
The Hon’ble Mr. J. H. Kerr, c.8.1.. C.1.8. 
The Hon’ble Mr. J. Donavon, c.1.8. 
The Hon'ble Mr. L. 8. 8. O’Mauiey. 

” The Hon’ble Mr. F, A. A. Cowxer. 
The Hon'ble Lr.-Corone, BucHanan, ¢.1.8,, 1.0%. 
The Hon'ble Mr. 0. H. Bompas. 
The Hon'ble Mx. W. C. Worpsworrn. 


a, 





‘The Hon'ble Mn. HB. HL Pawvox, 
The Hon'ble Rar Priva Nar Mugwanrar Banaue, 1.8.0. 
The Hon'ble Sm Rasenpea Nath Mooxerser, k.c.1.8, 
The Hon'ble Dr. Nizraran Sarkar. 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. Mackenzie, 
“Phe Hon'ble Mr. W. H. H. ‘Anpen-Woon, CLE. f tig 
‘The Hon'ble Mr. Asuinur RanMan. 
The Hon'ble Rasa Hrisuikesn Lana, ¢.1.8. 
The Hon'ble Rev. Dr. G. Howetts. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Provasa Caunper Mrrrer. 


The Hon'ble Sik Bray Cand Manan, kc. K.C.1LE, OMe! 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, = — 


The Hon’ble Kumar Snip Suexuareswar Kay.’ 
The Hon'ble Banu Brosenpra Kisnor Ray Cuavpnouri. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Arun Cuanpra Sinana. 
The Hon’ble Dr. Desa Prasap SdrpapuiKanl, CLE. 
The Hon'ble Rar Denenver Caunper Guose Banavur. 
The Hon'ble Rar Rapua Cuaran Pat Banavor. 
‘The Hon'ble Mr. F. W. Carrer, c..8. . 
The Hon'ble Mr. EB, B. Even. 
‘The Hon'ble Mn, H. A. Marsiy. ; 
The Hon’ble Mr. H. R. A. Trwin. m 
The Hon'ble. Dr. Anput.a-at-Mamun Sunrawarpy. 
The Hon'ble Mautvi Apu. Kasem. ig 
* The Hon'ble Mr. M. Asnar Att Ku&y Cuavpuurt. | 
The Hon’ble Maury A. K. Fazi-ut-Hag. 
The Hon'ble Kuan Samim AmAN ALI. 
The Hon'ble Basu Buapenpra Onanpra Ray. 
‘Tho Hon'ble Mr, Avrar Aut. : "ot ae 
The Hon'ble Basu Axui, Cranpra Darra. i 
The Hon'ble Rat Manenpra Onanpra Mirra Banapoe. fs 
The Hon'ble Banu Surenpra Naru Ray. i 
The Hon'ble Basu Manenpra Natu Ray, c.1.8. 
The Hon'ble Basu gant Mounan Cuaupnort, 
‘The Hon'ble Banu Asnrka Onanan Misia! 2 


i 
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LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 1, 


"| STARRED QUESTION. , 
By the Hon’ble Rat Matennra CAnpra Mirra Banapur :-—- 


“1. (@), Are the Government aware of the fact that the Governor of 
Bombay in Council has decided to create a Controllership of prices and. has 
appointed the Hon'ble Mr. P. R. Cadell, c.1.2., to the post ? 


@) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing a 
Controller of prices in this Province at an early date? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donatp :-— 


“ (a) Yes. 
(0) Government are not as yet convinced of the need of such an appo nt- 


ment in Bengal at the moment, but will be guided by the development of the 
situation,” ' 


By the Hon'ble Rar Mawenpra Cuanpra Mitra BARADUR = 


*2. (a) Are the Government aware of the fact that the Commissioner 
in Sind has appointed a committee with the Collector of Karachi as 
Chairman to investigate the question of the rise in house-rents in Karachi? 

(+) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing a 
committee of officials and non-officials to inquire how far rents te existing 
buildings in Calcutta have been increased, and’ also to report whether action 
is necessary to control such increases ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donaup :— 


“ (@) Government have no'information on the subject, though they are 
aware that the question has been mooted as regards Bombay. 

() Government are already in possession of information on the subject. 
Statistics of house rents were collected by the Prices Enquiry Committee from 
1890 to 1912. These have been brought up to date with’ the assistance of 
local authorities, both official and non-official, and the variation during the 
war has been below 10 per cent. As at present advised, Government doubt 
whether a case for control has been established.” 


By the Hon’ble Rar Manenpra Cuanpra Mirra Banapur :-— 


*3. (a) Are the Government aware of the fact: that in 1840 it was 
decided that Government were liable for keeping up the river bunds of 
pargana Mangalghat and that the Collector was ordered to refund Rs. 10,952 
which had been Seriod from the zamindars on this account with interest, at 
6 per cent. ? 

(6) Is it a fact that a marked improvement was observable by 1845, and 

t no fewer than 89 spinal sluices had been constructed in lieu of the cuts 
formerly made by the raiyats! 


© Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. CowLry :— 


“(a@) and (b) The Hon'ble Member is referring to a’ period of more than 
sixty years If he will furnish Govéhnment with the material on the 
basis of which he has framed the question, Government will be prepared to 


examine the matter.” Y | 
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By the Hon'ble Rat MawenpparCaanpra MITRA Banapour i— 


4, Will the Government be pleased: to state the amount of money 
actually spent up to January, 1918, out of the grant of Rs. lakhs as © 
sede in this year’s Budget, for mitigating the effects of ‘floo in’ the 

urdwan. Division, and the fetails of the works done during the months of © 
December and January last ? ‘ 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Cowney :— 4 y re 

“ The detailed value of the works done on the sanctioned projects for 
mitigating the effects of floods in the Burdwan Division up to the 30th Janu- 
ary, 1918, has been Rs. 72,319, of which sum Rs. 57,996 have actually been 
expended in cash. m 

The works'done during the months of December and January last have 
been on the following projects :— : : 


(i) The construction of a retired line in the first mile of the Buxi 


Khal left embankment and the imp:ovement of the abandoned ~ 
embankment. 


(id) The improvement of the Gesapati Khal. k i 
(ii) The constraction of 4 retired line on the Ajai embankments at 
Gaurangapur and Damoodarpur. ns 


(ie) The raising of the Ajai embankments. 
(v) The raising of the Damoodar embankments." 


By the Hon'ble Rat Manenpra Cxannra Mirra BAHADUR :—, 


*5, (a) Are the Government aware that’ text books for the fifth 
and other lower classes of high English schools, published by Messrs. Mac- 
millan & Co., and printed a year ago in Calcutta and Bombay, are being 
sold at an enhanced rate of 25 per cent. above the price marked on the covers 
of these books? Mi 

(b) Will the Goyernment be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the 
Government order, if any, on the subject of selling text books at an increased 
price? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'MaLigy :-— 


“ (a) Orders have been issued by the Department of Public Instruction 
to the Secretaries of the Text Book ‘ommittees at Calcutta and Dacca. to 
allow a reasonable increase in the prices of text. books on the approved lists 
on account of the rise in the price of paper and printing material. The 
Secretary of the Dacca Text Book Committee has issued a circular fixing a 
maximum increase of 25 percent. in the price of text) books for Eastern 
Bengal. No general order of this kind has been issued for Western Bengal,, 


| ut ‘certain cases have been considered and permission to raise the prices 


granted. 
(b) There is no such Government order.” 


By the Hon'ble Rat Manenpra CHanpra Mirna Bananur -— be 


m “6. °) tat ac fact that Dr. ree Seen 5 Gena sae to 

im , Khar: re |-Nagpur Railway, instit asuit. 
Page, dar bubdivisional Magistrate's Court, Midnapore, ninstthe ‘Station 
Master of of wrah-Pari 





u and one Mr. Hunter, a guar 
passenger train? LN OOD 
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Questions and Answers. 


(b) Will the Government be pleased to state whether this case has been 
finally decided ? \ 


(c) If so, will the Government he pleased to lay on the table a copy of 
the full history of the case, together with the judgment of the trying 
Magistrate ? ‘ 


| Anawer by the Hon'ble Mk. Kear :— 


“ @) Dr. Bankim Chandra Ganguli filed a complaint on the 15th January 
alleging that he had been'assaulted by the persons named in the question and 
by another person, name unknown. 


(b) The Subdivisional Officer summoned the persons named in the 
question for the Ist February. On that date the complainant filed a petition 
stating that the case had been compromised and that he did not wish to proceed 
with it. The Subdivisional Officer tHereupon discharged the accused. 


(c) A copy of the statement made My, the complainant on the 15th January 
and of the order sheet of the case is laid on the table.” 


Copy of order sheet and statement: referred to in the answer by the Hon’Bie 
Mr. Kerr to Question No. 6 (starred) asked by the Hon’ pie Rat Manenpra 
Cuanpra Mirra Banapur at the Council Meeting of the 19th February, 
1918. 


ORDER SHEET FOR MAGISTRATES? RECORDS. 
s Disrricr Mripnarorx. 
In THE Court or Basu J. N. Roy, SURDIVISIONAL MAGISTRATE, MIDNAPORE, 
No. 170 of 1918, 
Bankim Chandra Gangopadhya versus Mr. Guild and Mr. Hunter. 


Se a 


Serial No. 








Shaler: Date. Order. | Signature, 
1 | 15th January, 1918) Summons Mr. Guild and Mr. Hunter | J. Banarji. 
° | under sections 352 and 504, Indian 
Penal Code, for the Ist February, | 
1918. . ; 


Ist February, 1918) Accused absent. Complainant with-| J.N. Roy, 
draws his case. Accused discharg- 
ed under section 253, Oriminal 
Procedure Code. Enter -true under 
sections 352 and 504, Indian. Penal 
Code. 





Baywrw Cuanpra Ganevrs, of Kharagpore (on solemn affirmation ) states ;—I 
complain against (1) Station Master vf Khatagpore, Mr. Geil, (2) Guard Mr. Hunter, 
and (3) one unknown European passenger whose uame I do net know. Yesterday at about 

a a Twas going to mete by 9-down Puri passenger train, I had third class 
ticket No, 7745, dated the 14th January, 1918, with me and I got into a third class com- 
Partment. There was a European passenger in the compartment who readily prdered 
tie to get vut of that compartment. I told him that I would go only a few miles and 
el ere could get be soa testa: to my travelling a oe compartment, oe 

:] stil iota in asking m0 to got ont of the commetnent Tine 
RAZ chee apn bo oe yrepeaegeeneel ipa ital Wlser Staapetlinenta 
Teserved for Europeans. Then he said that the, comp: in which he was 
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sitting was teserved for Europeans. I told hin that there, was no label or anything 
sintitgy that the compartment was reserved for Europeans. ‘Then he told me to ask the 
Satay Master, 'T told him to ask Station Master. Then he brought the ‘Station 
sae and. the: Guapd-along with him. They ordered me readily to get out of the 
compartment, using insulting language. When I told them that there was to label, 
they told me that their order was sufficient. ‘Then they directed the ticket-collector to 
eee ee ie al. (Europeans). to the compartment. ‘The label “* Waropeans’’ was then 
attached, Then the Station Master and the Guard pcs Ge the compartment. The 
Station Master and the Guard again used insulting languffge, syne that I deserved to 
be freated like cats and dogs. ‘Then they pulled me out of the compartment and T 
could not travel by that train, Then T informed the matter 'to the Government Railway 
Police and Twas directed to complain here. I am a Sub-c.spistant Surgeon, at Kharag- 
pore under Government, The Guard placed his hand on me under the Station Master's 
Pore unchen’ he pulled ime out of the compartment. The European. passenger also got 
orto the train from Kharagpore. . I was going to Jakpur to see a pationt, 


(Sd.) J. N. Banenser, 


Deputy Magistrate. 
+ The 15th January, 1918. 

















(8a.) Baxnnt Cn. Gancopapaya, 


By the Hon'ble Rar Manexpra Cranpea Mrrea Baifapur > 


Arrest of two *7, (a) Will the Government be pleased to state the reason why two 
Scag rustic women, both of whorn are named Sindhubala, one a resident of village 


f Sabajpore and other an inhabitant of Bihar, within the jurisdiction of 
z thana Indas, in the district of Bankura, were arrested by the uperintendent 
of Police, Bankura ? 


(b) Will the Government be pleased to state the age and the condition 
of health at the time of arrest, and also the time of arrest, of these 
women? = * 
(c) Is ita fact that one of the women in question was pregnant? 
(@) Is it a fact that Sindhubala had to take her child, aged 18 months, 
i‘ with her on her way to the thana and other places and was put to all sorts 
of inconvenience ? 
(e) Will the Government be pleased to state the name, full address and 
occupation of the husbands of these women ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’ble-Mr. Kerr :— 


“The Hon’ble Member is referred to the eommunigué issued by the 
Government on the subject.” . 


By the Hon'ble Basu Surenpra Nati Ray :— ‘ 

*g, (a) Is ita fact that there has been of late a decrease in the number 
of pupils in the Hastings House School? 

(b) If so, to what is this decrease due? A 


(c) Have the Government received any complajnt that the school has not 
been efficiently managed of late? ii f 





ie ‘Answer by the Hoffble Mix. O’Matuey :— 





be 








fer ‘ | © @ No. “Thesuntibet-oow cn-thesatls ia-chélsnia ax in Relubiey 


et 





(ce) ‘have not received any formal complaint.” 
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. ~ Questions and Answers. 
‘By the Hon’ble Banu Surenpra Nate Ray :— 


*9. (@), Will the Government’ be pleased to st&te the number of cove- Members of 
nanted members of the Indian Civil Service who were in charge of subdivi- Indian Gi 
sions in the Bengal Presidency in January, 1914, und in January, 1918? ohare : 

(b) What was the total amount of monthly salary paid to them in 1914 


and in 1918? 


(c) What was the total amount paid as salary to Subdivisiona] Officers in © 
Janaury, 1914, and in January 1918? 






Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ @ January 1914—18. ft Mites 
January 1918—7, 


(6) January 1914—Rs. 12,183-5-4, 
January 1918—Rs. 5,366-10-8. i 


(c) January 1914—Rs. 34,983-5-4. 
January 1918—Rs. 37,116-10-8. 


Since 1914, 13 new subdivisional charges have heen created, twelve 
being Sadar subdivisions. The pay drawn in January 1918 by the officers 
holding charge of the 71 subdivisions which were in existence in January 
1914 amounted to Rs. 31,750.” 


By the Hon'ble Banu’ Surenpra Nata. Ray :— 


*10. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of Joint 
Assistant_Magistrates and Joint Magistrates actually working as such in Meg 
January, 1914, and the number in January, 19187 , Prpenie 

(b) What was the total amount paid as salary to them in January, 1914, 
and to those who were filling their posts in January, 1918? 





Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (a) January 1914—47. 
January 1918—14. / 


(6) Of the 47 officers, who were employed in January 1914, 17 were yd 
Assistant Magistrates of less than two years’ service who were under train- thes 
ing. Their pay amounted to Rs. 7,150. Only six.officers of this class were Cap eee 
employed in January 1918. Their pay amounted to Rs. 2,700. In January a 
1914, 18 Joint and Assistant Magistrates were employed as Subdivisional . we 
Officers. Their pay amounted to Rs. 12,183-5-4. The bay drawn by the 
officers holding charge of the same 18 subdivisions in January 1918 was 
Rs. 9,450. Twelve officers were employed in January 1914 as Joint and 
Assistant Magistrates at district headquarters. Their pay amounted to 
Rs. 9,500. In January 1918, only one Joint Magistrate: was employed at 
district headquarters. His pay was Rs. 766-10-8. The pay drawn by the 
senior Deputy Magistrates in the other eleven districts in which Joint 
Magistrates were employed in 1914 was Rs. 6,800.” 


By the Hon'ble Basu Surenpra Natu Ray :— q 


*11. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of Assistant — i“ 
Assistant Superintendents of Police in Janpary,1914, and) the number of Superintondaat 
_ such officers in January, 1918 4 j i te 





~_ (b) What was the amount spent on their salary in January, 1914, and 


in January, 1918! / 






























(c) 1 the nur of sch icra ea 188 wl te 
jenny be state by whom their places: are now filled 


Nicene ire id to those who were fillin, 
of afsttant Superintendents of Pelt ia January, 118! ai “h 


“Answer bythe onble Mx Kerr :—- 
ss! (a) January 1914—26. 
January 1918—9. 
(b) January 1914—Rs. 10,600. 
January 1918—Rg. 4,300. © aks at 
(c) By officiating Deputy Superintendents of Palioo 
_ @ Rs. 4,250. i" 
«These figures include o oul officers actually ectitivyed as Assistent Super- ea 


itendents, and do not officers on leave or deputation or beac 
her appointments. as { 








By the Hon'ble Banu Surenpra Nata Ray ;— 
"12. (a) will the Government be pleased to state the number of 
 constfbles in the Calcutta Police and in the Bengal Police? 


a) What is the number of pape serving as eonstalleg : either sar 
in the Caloutta Police or in the Bengal olice ¢ 


() ie the Government ever tried to enlist more Bengalis as 
les 


(@) If so, with what result? 
() If not, why not? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— ‘ 


“(a In the Calentta Police, 8,734; in.the Bengal Police, 17, 648. 
(0) Sixty-seven in the Calcutta Police, and 6,945 in itis Bengal Police. 
(c) Yes. ; 


@ aes parties have been sent out into ern edistricts by the 
Caleutta Poli: ce, on, various occasions, but have met with ittle success. Only 

18 men were een last year, and 16 of these ws na faire an 
af being posted ie! the Police Training School. 


lice special efforts hiave been made during the last 
years to obtain. i katable cond a fair ire of success has 


at | the Inspector-General would be g 
Care this c The number enlisted bree 


3 
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Questions aud Answers, 


By the Hon'ble Banu Surenora Naru Ray :— 


*13 @, Are the Government aware that the removal of the Bengal 
Secretariat Press to Gopalnagore Road in Chetla will seriously inconve- 
nience 99 per cent. of the employés who live with their families in Northern 
Calcutta and in the Howrah and Hooghly districts 4 


(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of selecting a more 
suitable’site for the proposed new Press building? 


(0 Have the Government considered the ect yieebility of postponing the 
new building project for the Bengal Secretariat Press, which is likely to cost 
the public about 10 lakhs of rupees initially, till financial conditions improve ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donatp :-— 


ee (a) It is true that a certain amount of inconvenience will be caused 
to employés living in the north of Calcutta and in the districts named by the 
transfer of the Press, 


(8) The site selected is considered to be the most suitable that can be 
found, id . 

(c) The construction of a new press at the present time has been forced 
on Government owing to the insanitary conditions under which the employés 
work in the present building, and should not be postponed.” 


By the Hon’ble Banu Surenpra Nara Ray :— 


*14. (a) Is it a fact that recently a committee was appointed to 
inquire into the necessity of erecting a new building for the Press? 


(>) If so, has the committee submitted any report? 


(c) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Government be pleased 
to lay the report of the committee on the table? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donato i 


“ @, (6) and (c) A committee has been appointed, not for the purpose 
of inquiring into the necessity of erecting a new building for the press, but 
to advise Government as to the details of construction. The report of this 
committee has not yet been received.” 


By the Hon'ble Banu Surenpra Natu Ray :— 
“15. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state® 
() whether"the quantity of work now turned out by the Press -has 


increased or decreased as compared with the figures for 
1907, and 





Proposed removal 
of the Secrotariat 
Press. 


New building for 
the Secretariat 
Pross, 





Quantity of work 
in the Secretariat 
Press. 


Deputy 
Superintendents 
‘of the Secretariat 
Press. 





Controller of 
Printing and the 
Secretariat 
Press. 
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Questions and Answers. 


(i*) if there has been a decrease, why the entire Press cannot be accom- 
modated in the present block of Writers’ Buildings as before, 
and why there has been increased expenditure ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donan :— 


“The quantity of work turned out by the Press is now practically double 
that of 1907.” . 


By the Hon'ble Banu Surenpra Nata Ray :— 


*16. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state what are the quali- 
fications of the present Deputy Superintendents of the Bengal Secretariat 
Press, and what special experience they had before being appointed as 
Deputy Superintendents in that Press ¢ 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state why at least one of the 
posts of thé Deputy Superintendents cannot be filled by an Indian rectuited 
irom the staff of the Press? = 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. DonaLp :— . 


“ @ The senior Deputy Superintendent, Mr. Battersby, is a trained 
rinter by profession. Mr. ‘Johnstone was a reader who was promoted to be 
Deputy Superintendent many years ago. Mr, Shea was originally a reader, 
but for several years held the appoiniment of manager of the Darjeeling 
press: he was transferred as a Deputy Superintendent to the Secretariat 
Press in 1916. : 


(v) There is no employé in the Press staff suitable for the post of Deputy 
Superintendent.” « 


By the Hon'ble Banu SuRENDRA Naru Ray :— 


*17. (@) Will the Government be leased to state why the Beng 
Secretariat Press is not under the Controller of Printing and Stationery! 


(b) Is it a fact that the Government have to rely entirely on the Superin- 
tendent for expert advice # 


(c) Are the Government considering, the advisability of obtaining the 
advice of the Controller about new Schemes and new expenditure 4 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr, DonaLD :— 


“ (a), (6) and (¢) The Bengal Secretariat Press is not under the Con- 
troller of Printing and Stationery because it is a provincial press. T 
Controller is an oflicer of the Tmperial Government and exercises no executive 
control over provincial presses. He inspects presses under Local _Govern- 
nents and advises them in matters connected with printing and stationery. 
His advice is freel sought on matters connected with the Bengal Secre- 
tariat Press, and Government do not rely on the Superintendent only for 
expert advice. The Controller is a member of the Committeé referred to in 
the answer to question No. 14.” 2 
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Questions and. Answers. 






By. the Hon’ble Basu Surenpra Nata Ray :— 


‘ *18. Will the Government be pleased to state the total amount of Bxpenditure on 
expenditiire on all kinds of new machinery for the Bengal Secretariat Press "ew machinery 
during the last five years, and also the amount of saving éffected and realised ‘* ™ PF" 
owing to the use of these machines? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donatp ;— 


“Rupees 86,069 have been spent during the past five years on new ma- 
chinery. It is impossible to say what savings have been effected by the use eae 
of the new machinery, but the volume of printing and binding done sine: its 
introduction could not have been turned out without it.” 


By the Hon’ble Rar Desenper CHUNDER Guose Banapur ;— 


"19. (a) Are the Government aware that Mr. Barrow, the Officiating Presidency 
Principal of the Presidency College. has ruled that non-attendance of ya College students 
student, on a single day, from the College class, on an exercise day, would {84 niverit 
debar him from appearance at the University Examination from the College 4 - 





(b) Was there any such rule in the history of this College from the time 
of Principal Sutcliffe downwards ¢ 


(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of instructing the 


Director of Public Instruction to consider the reasonableness or otherwise of 
this rule? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Matiry :— 
“ (a) Government are informed that no such rule has been made. 
(b) Government are not aware of any such rule. 


(c) This question does not arise.” 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 
(The Answers to which were laid on the table). 
By the Hon'ble Banv Buanenpra CHanpra Ray :— 


. 
I. (@ With reference to the suggastion made by Captain Goil suinidising of 

regarding the subsidising by District Boards of medical practitioners in rura] medical 

areas for treating the poor free, will the Government be pleased to state how Prsetitioners by 

many District Boards have so far experimented in this direction, in what 

localities and with what results? 


() What are the terms that were offered to medical practitioners in this 
behalf? 


® 4 
“Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Mattey :-— 


“ (a) and (b) A statement is laid on the table.” 
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Questions and Answers. 


Statement referred to in the answers by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Mauixy to question No. I 


(unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Basu Buanenpra Cranpra Ray at the Council 


Meeting of the 19th February 1918, showiny the number of District Boards which have 
undertaken a schemé of subsidizing medical practitioners in rural areas on condition 


that they treat the poo 





















vw | The experiment proved « fi 


++ | The experiment was tried 





+ free of charge. 


Result of experiment. 








effered to medi 








‘The scheme was instituted on Ist 
December 1917 and is still in an 
experimental ‘stage. It is, there- 
fore, premature to make any defi- 
nite” pronouncement about the 
results. 





the doctor left the place after a 
| fow months for want of practice. 


An experiment was tried with un- 
| qualified practitioners and was 
then discontinued under the orders 
F of the Surgeon-General. 








unqualified medical practitioner 
and was discontinned after about 
two years as his work was unsatis- 
factory. 


‘The experiment proved a failure at 
Ratanganj, there being a general 
nt that the doctor did not 
the condition on which he 
was appointed, The doctor at 
| Sohagpur worked satisfactorily, 
but the pout ‘was abolished as a 
charitable dispensary was extab- 
lished there. Tt ix ‘reported -that 
the scheme has been successful at 








Loo 
1, Jessore Basundia and} 
Bandabilla i 
Sadar Subdiv 
sion Mobar 
madpur and 
Cihandra in the 
May Sub- 
division 
2 Mymonsingh | Badla 
3. Rangpur Haragacha and 
r Barati - 
4. Malda 4. | Arindanga 
5. Pabna Ratanganj, Sohag- 
pur and Jore, 
pukhuria, 
. 
- | ' 


| 
Nore.—The District Boards of Jal 
‘<Ohld not ‘do 80 as qualified medical 


By the Hon’ble Banu Buanenpra Cuanpra Ray :-— 


TI. (a) Will the Cfovernment be pleased to make a statement giving the 
names of those District Magistrates or other officers who have been appointed 


- Visits to political 
| Prisoners. 


visitors of political 
of their respective 


I 








Jorepulkhuri 





ners were not available. 


prisoners under Bengal 
appajntments as sucl 





vari and Iajsluahi resolved in 1915 to try the exper! 





‘The subsidized doctor is required (1) to. stick to 
the post for three: years ; (2) to inspect all 
schools within a radius of three miles from 
centre once amonth and°to treat school boys 
suffering from acute and chronic malaria free ; 
to keep a register of all such visits and all such 
cases and to produce it for inspection whenever 
required by the Subdivisional Officer or any 
member of the Board ; to give lantern-slide 
demonstrations in the schools whenever asked 
to do so by the Board, the Board supplying all 
the apparatus ; (3) to keep a register of all 
other cases treated by him in private practice 
‘and to produce it for inspection whenever re- 
quired by the Subdivisional Officer or a member 
of the Board; (4) to provide his own medi 
cines excepting quinine, of which he will be 
supplied with a regulated amount free of cost 
by the District Board ; and (5) to distribute the 
quinine supplied hy the District Board free of 
cont. 

Subject to conditions (2) and (5) he is free to fix 
his own svale of charges for attendance and 
medicine, provided that it is reasonable. So 
long as’ his work is sutisfactory he gots 
moathly subsidy of Ra, 35 for three years 
from the date of his appointment. 





























‘Torms not stated, 


A subsidy of Tts, 25 per meusem was given and 
‘a grant of Rs. 150 for the purchase of medi 
cines on condition that he treated poor pat 
every day for 3 hours free of charge. 








Armoutily subsidy of Rs, 39, besides 0 free 
supply of quinize to a cortain quantity, 
given cu condition that the doctors treat 
poor free of cost. 





tin two and one localities, respectively, but 








lation ITI of 1818, the dates 


visitors and the places thereof, 
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Questions and Answers. 
ogesher with the number of visits paid by each visitor to each individual 
political prisoner and the daties of such visits? 

‘ (b) Have the visitors made any reparis to Government or any sugges- 
tions to the jail authorities relating to the health, comfort and general well- 
being of the political prisoners? 

(e) If so, will the Govertiment be pleased to state the purport of each of 
such reports and any action taken thereon ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


--“ (a), (b)-and (¢) The District Magistrates in whose districts State 
prisoters have been corifined have been appointed visitors by the Government 
of India for those prisoners under clase 4 of Regulation ITT of 1818. They 
visit the State prisoners at least once a month and submit reports each 
month through the Local Government to the Government of India. Govern- 
ment does not consider that any public interest would be served by compil- 
ing the statement desired or by publishing the purport of the reports sub- 
mitéed, which in any case could not be done without the sanction of the 
Government of India.” 


‘By the Hon'ble Banu Buanenpra Cuanpra Ray ;— 


III. (a) Are the non-official Chairmen of District Boards entitled to z 


travelling allowances? 
(b) Tf so, under what provisions and at what rates! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'MALLEY :— 

“(a@) Yes 

(b) A copy of Circular No. 361-65 L.S.-G., dated the 13th February, 1918, 
is laid on the table.” 


Copy of Circular referred to in the Answor by the Hon'ble Nx. O'Mauixy to 
Question No. I (unstarred) asked by the How ble Basw Buapennna 
Cuanpra Ray at the Council Meeting of the 191h February, 1918. 

Circular No. 361-65 L. 8.-G., dated Caloutta, the 18th February, 1918, 

From—L. 8. 8. O’Matxey, Es 8., Secretary to the Government 
of Bongal, Genoral Department, 
To—All Commissioners of Divisions. 

Wirn_ reference to this Department's Ci 21 L. 8.-G., dated the 
10th July 1915, on the subject of the payment of travelling allowance to 
Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen and members of District and Local Boards, I am 
directed to say that Chairmen of District Boards, who are not Government 
officers, will be entitled to draw travelling allowance at the same rates as are 
adinissible under the Civil Seryice Regulations in the case of Government 
officers, of the first class for all journeys performed for the purposes of the 
Loeal Self-Government Act. 













No, 457 L. 8.-G. 
Cory forwarded to the Accountani-General, Bengal (through Financial 
Department) for information. . n ; 
By order of the Governor in Council, 
©. W. GURNER, 
£3 : 4 art Under-Secretary. 
~ Caeurra; 


The 12th January, 1918. J 
' 
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Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon’ble Banu Baanenpra Cuanpra Ray :— 


pestions fore IV. (a) Is it a fact that certain elections for the Khulna Local Boards, 
piel powrds, fixed for the 21st January last, have failed? 


(b) If.so, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons therefor, 
and the steps that are going to be taken in the matter ! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'MALLEY :— 


“ (a) and (b) It is reported that the election for the Sadar Local Board 
failed because the presiding officer fell ill before he had recorded all the 
votes of the voters present. A fresh election will be held.” sf 


By the Hon’ble Banu Buapenpra Cranpra Ray :— 


Cortain remarks V. (a) With reference to the answer to my unstarred question 

inthe Polico , No, XVIII at the last meeting of the Council, will the Government be leased 

‘orga to indicate the nature of the “ published information ” on the basis of which 
amie the remark was made in the report on Police Administration ¢ 


(b) Are the proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council included 
among the “ published information ” referred to in the said answer 


(c) With reference to the ‘“ unwritten rules governing the matter,” stated 
in the said answer to be “ based on etiquette and good feeling,” is the dignity 
of the Legislative Council of any consideration in the interpretation of the 
said rules? 


(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing a cir- 
cular to the Heads of Departments prohibiting them from making observa- 
tions of the nature referred to in the said question, in regard to any discus- 
sions in the Legislative Council ? 





Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (a) and (b) The Inspector-General of Police states that, in writing the 
-pasgage referred to, he was thinking not solely, or even mainly, of the dis- 
cussions which took place in this Council during the last budget debate, but 
rather of the articles which appeared in the newspapers commenting on the 
Council discussions. 


(c) Certainly, but Government do not consider that there was anything 
in the Inspector-General’s remark calculated to impair the dignity of this 
Council, The passage appeared in the section of the report relating to 
finance, and the exact words used-were: ‘ A good deal of eloquence has 
lately been expended on the subject of increased expenditure on the police, 
but if an &fficient and contented force is desired it must be paid for. A 
high degree of efficiency can hardly be expected from an underpaid, under- 
manned and badly-housed force, deficient both in clothing and equipment. 
A considerably larger expenditure will have to be faced before the urgent 
needs of the department can be satisfied,’ 


i (a), Government do not consider it necessary to take any action of this 
nature. 


By the Hon'ble BanugBuanenpra Caanpra Ray :-— 


‘Treatment of VI. (@) Are the Government aware of the agente impression that the 


‘under-trial treatment accorded to under-trial prisoners in Bengal is not erally in 
— accordance with the 3 of the jail rules? ‘ ware 
, 
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Questions and Answers. 
'b) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they are consider- 


ing se desirability of making an inquiry into this matter with the help of a 
Committee of officials and non-officials ? ’ 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 
“(a) and (b) The reply is in the negative.” 


By the Hon'ble Basu Buasenpra Caanpra Ray :— 


VII. How far has the Boy-Scout movement been-introduced in educa- 


tional institutions in Bengal, and what steps are the Government taking for 


a spread of the movement in schools under Government control ? 
‘ 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Mattey :— 


> “So far as Government are aware the movement has been introduced in 


12 schools. No direct action is being taken by Government to spread the 
movement in Government schools but the question of aiding the movement in 
so far as troops of Indian boy-scouts are concerned, by the formation of a 
central organization, has been under consideration for some time. In the 
view of Government such an organization should be a non-official body; and 
with the entire approval of Government the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja of 
Burdwan has been engaged in forming a governing body to guide and control 
the movement among Indian boys. It is understood that a small committee 
a re present engaged in drawing up a scheme for submission to the governing 
iy” 


By the Hon'ble Banu Buasenpra Cuannra Ray :— : 
VIII. (a) When is the Bengal Village Self-Government Bill likely to 
be introduced in Council ? 


(0) Are the 
draft Bill for cr 





ernment considering the desirability of publishing the 
cism and opinion before introducing it? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Matiey :— 


“ (a) The Bill has been submitted to the Secretary of State and it is 
proposed to introduce it in Council on 4th April, 1918, if no orders to the 
contrary are received from the Secretary of State before that date. 


(b) No. The Bill will be published for criticism and opinion after 
introduction.” 
. 


By the Hon'ble Banu Baanenpra Coanpra, Ray :— 


IX. (@) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is proposed 


to place the papers of all the cases of internment before the Committee © 


presided over by Mr. Justice Rowlatt, or will omly selected cases be 
submitted for their consideration ? 


(5) Are the Government considering the desirability of informing the 
individual détenus and political prisoners about tke functions of the said 
Committee, and of allowing them—should any of them desire it—an oppor- 
tunity of defending themselves personally, or to explain the circumstances in 
imhich. any confession or other statements may have been obtained from them, 
before the said committee of inquiry? J 





Boy-Seout 
movement im 


Bengal. 


Bengal Village 


Self-Government 
Bill 





the internment 
cases. 





Union 
Committees. 








252 THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MARCH 13, 1918. [Pane TVA ” 


= = = ee 











Quéstions and Answers, 
Answer by the Hon'ble Mr, Krrr :— 


“All the papers in the possession of-Government have been placed at 
the disposal of the Committee presided over by Mr, Justice Rowlatt. The 
terms of reference to this Committee have been published, and, as inter- 
preted by the Committee, do not cover inquiry into individual cases.” 


By the Hon'ble Baru Buasenpra Cuannra Ray :— 


X. Will the Government be pleased to state the duties, powers and 
obligations of the District Boards, the Local Boards, the District Magis- 
trates, the Subdivisional Officers and the Circle Officers, respectively, in the 
tnatter of initiating, guiding and controlling Union Committees formed under” 
the Bengal Local Self-Government Act? -- 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O'Mattey :— 


“ The Hon'ble Member is referred to clause (@) of the reply given to the 
juestion No. 23, asked by the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter at the meeting of the 
Council held on the 20th November, 1917. The relations of the District 
Boards, Local Boards and District Magistrates towards Union Committees 
are regulated by sections 41 A, 44, 58, 104, 105, 106, 107, 110, 114, i15 
116, 117, 118, 118 A, 118 G, 119, 120, 121, 122, 124, 126, 130, 138 and 
134 of the Local Self-Government Act (B.C., III of 1885) and by rules 2. 5. 
6 and 9 of the rules under section 138 (2) of the Act issued with notification, 
dated the 15th December, 1885, rules 77 A and 88 of the rules under section 
138 (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (A), (i), (@), (8) and (t) of the Act issued with noti- 
fication, dated the 11th February, 1886, and notification No. 1220 L.S.-G., 
dated the 3rd July, 1917, rules 62, 64, 65 and 66 under section 138 (g) of the 
Act issued with notification No. 1550 Edn., dated the 18th December, 1917, 
rules 2, 3, 4 and 5 under section 138 (g.1) and (t) of the Act issued with noti- 
fication No. 2055 L.S.-G., dated the 20th November, 1917, rules 101, 102, 106 
and 109 under section 138 (i) and (t) of the Act issued with notifications 
No. 2009 T.—M., dated the 9th November, 1901, and No. 1225 L.S.-G., dated 
the 27th May, 1915. Subdivisional Officers and Circle Officers help in initia- 
tion, guidance and supervision as a matter of administrative arrangement.” 





By the Hon’ble Banu Broyenpra Kisnor. Ray Cxaupturr :— 


XL. (@ How many workshops are there, in connection with the 
Railways in Bengal, where apprentices are admitted for training? 


(b) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement for each of the 
last five years showing the number of literate European, Anglo-Indian and 
Indian apprentices, respectively, at each of such workshops? 


(c) What is the minimum requisite qualifications for being admitted as 
a literate apprentice, in the case of— 


(*) Europeans or Anglo-Indians; and 
(“) Indians, 
and for what nature of mployment are they, respectively, trained ? 


(d) Ave they in. the enjoyment of any stipends or allowances? If so, 
abe ,, ‘the scale thereof in the case of Europeans, Anglo-Indians and 


Indians, respectively ¢ \ 
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Questidns ‘and Answers. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. CowLry :— 


{a) There are five workshops in connection with the railways im 
Bengal, viz. :— 
Kanchrapara—Eastern Bengal Railway. 


damalpar } East Indian Railway. 


Kharagpur—Bengal-Nagpur Railway. 
Pahartoli—Assam-Bengal Railway. 


(b) The following statement shows tho number of literate European, 
Anglo-Indian and Indian apprentices under training at the above workshops 
daring the last five years -— * 


KANCHRAPARA—EASTERN BRNGAL RAILWAY, 


Year, Indians 
1913 des a 12 

' 1914 See ove 8 
1915 5 
1916 8 
1917 12 





Note-—Separate figures for Europeans and Anglo-Indians at this workshop are not available, 


JAMALPUR—EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 














Year. Auglo-Tndian, Indian 
1913 41 uM 
1914 “ 45 33 
115 a ie a1 41 
1916 wa ste 64 5 
1917 ek - 64 ol 

LILLOOAH—HAST LNDIAN RAILWAY, 

Year. European. Anglo-Indian. Tudian. 
1913 a ah aw 8 20 8 
1914 fe BA op as: 16 1 
1915 oe | 12 1B 
1916 15 be 8 1B 10 
1917 we dee ar | 19 28 

KHARAGPUR—BENGAL-NAGPUR RAILWAY. . 
1913 7 50 
1914 aay 7 50 
1915 9 51 
1916 a8 10 79 
1917 sa 2 g 14 

PAHARTOLI—ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. 
1913 ay ra oy Oo 8 

1914 on as 1 1 9 
1915 2 3 u 
1916 3 2 





. 2 
A917 oo aoe 2 3 26 
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Questions and Answers. 

(c) (i) In the case of Europeans and Anglo-Indians, the minimum 
qualification required is generally Standard VI of the European School Code, 
but for the Pahartoli Workshop Standard V is the minimum and for Lillooah 
Standard VI. @ 


The workshops at. Kanchrapara, Jamalpur, Lillooah and Kharagpur 
furthor require candidates to submit to a special competitive examination in 
English, Mathematics, general knowledge and freehand drawing and admis- 
sions to apprenticeship are made from the most suceessful candidates at this 
exathination. 


(ii) In the case of Indians, tho minimum qualification required is educa- 
tion in’ English for admission tothe shops at Jamalpur. For Kharagpur 
Middle Vernacular, Standard is required. At Lillooah, completion of Matri- 
culation course is necessary, while for admission to the Kanchrapara Shops pass 
in Matriculation class is required. At Lillooah Indian candidates are further 
required to submit to the special examination prescribed for Europeans and 
‘Anglo-Indians referred to in the answer to question 54 (c) (i) 


‘Phe majority of the apprenticos in Workshops, beth European and Indian, 
are trained as Foreman Mechanics. . 


_— (d) ‘The following table shows the monthly remuneration paid to, appren- 
tices in the Railway workshops :— 


EUROPEAN AND ANGLO-INDFAN APPRENTICES 








Shops. Ist year, | 2nd year. | 3rd year. | 4th year. |Sth year, | Gth year. 
| Re Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs, 
Kanchrapara we| 40 50 60 70 so ||| (90 
Jamalpur oo] 7 30 35 40 Fn 
Lillooah | 20 230 35 40 50 tay 
Kharagpur {25 30 35 40 ape 
Pahartoli ats) 20 25 30 oo 








INDIAN APPRENTICES. 


| | | | 
Shops. | Ist year, | 2nd year, | 3rd year, | 4th year. | 5th year. | 6th year, 
—— : 1 = 








7 i Y 


Rs. Re | Re Rs. | Ra, Rs. 
Kanchrapara owl 15 i 19 | a8 Ler eee 
Jamalpur ie) ee bas ite 1s] 38 | 15 me 
Lillooah es f 10 iS 20 | re ass 
Kharagpur Sh eds lag 1 | ge | $k 
Pahartoli oa | sais gk Samet aan [oss FS 
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Questions and Answers, 
By the Hon'ble Basu Brosenpra Kishor Ray Caavpnort:— 


XII. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement: [udivi 
giving the names of all persons who have applied for permission to manu- 
facture salt, the intended place of manufacture, and all other particulars of 
the individual applications, together with the orders passed in each case! 





4 
the inanufactiire 
of salt. 


~ Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donatp :— 


“The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer given to question No. 
XXXVI.” 


By the Hon’ble Baru Brosenpra Kisttor Ray Caaupnuri:— 


XIII. (a) With reference to the extract from a note by Messrs. Walsh 
and Heaton, which was laid on the table in reply to my unstarred question 
No. L of the 18th December, 1917, will the Government be pleased to state 
what action has been taken in regard to each of the nine proposals to which 
the attention of Government was drawn by Mess Walsh and Heaton 
therein ? 











(b) Will the Government be pleased to state the reason why proposals 
Nos. 1 and 2 in particular, namely— 


“ (i) to separate the school from the Dacca College and to style the 
Headmaster ‘ Principal,’ and 


(21) to constitute a governing body with functions similar to that of 
. the Sibpur College,” 


have not been given effect to? 


Answer to the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mauiry :— 


2 (2) and (b) The following statement shows the proposals and the 
action taken on each seriatim :— 


(1) Separation of the school from the Dacca College and thange of the 
title of Head Master to Principal—It was decided that no 
action should be taken on this proposal pending the decision of 
the question of removing the school to a new site. 


(2) Constitution of a governing body similar to that of the Sibpur 
College—Action was postponed pending orders on the first 
proposal. 


(3) The fiwing of a consolidated grant to be atdministered by the 
proposed governing body.—This proposal could not be dealt 
with apart from the first and second proposals. 


(4) Strengthening and re-arrangement of the teaching staff.—Some 
_ additions have been adel the staff. 
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Questions and Answers. 


(5) The case of the Head Clerk.—This recommendation was not 
accepted by the Joint Technical Examination Board, but the 
. Head Clerk has been promoted to class VIII of the Subordinate 

- Educational Service. 


(6) The reduction of the number of reduced freeships at Sibpur and 
the creation of four stipends—This proposal was not accepted 
- by the Board ; but proposals for the transfer of 8 reduced free- 
ships from Sibpur to Dacca and for their conversion into 
stipends are under consideration. 





(7) Arrangements for the instruction of students in practical survey- 
ing under canvas.—This has been sanctioned. 


(8) and (9) Furniture, drawing boards, cement-testing machines and 
minor items of equipment —It has not been thought necessary 
to pass orders as the Head Master has power to make such pur- 
chases except when the value of separate items is over Rs. 500, 
and it rests with him to move in the matter.” 


By the Hon’ble Banu Brosenpra Kisor Ray Cuavonuri:— 


Method of ‘i XIV. With reference to the answer to clause (6) of my unstarred 

sxmuius “question regarding the Department of Fisheries, at the last meeting of the 
Council, will the Government be pleased to state whether the process of 
examination of the fry is scientific in its character, and how many officers are 
employed in the said work ? : 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : 





“As the Hon’ble Member has no doubt understood from the reply to 
which he refers, it is not the case that each fish is subjected to microscopic 
examination. In so far as the fry are examined by officers who are experi- 
enced in distinguishing one kind of fry from another the examination is 
scientific, but, as previously stated, it is not claimed that the examination 
is Complete and the Department does not guarantee purity. Fry are examined 
by three officers.” 


By the Hon’ble Banu Brosennra Kisnor Ray Cuaupaurt ;— 


Officers under the XV. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether there is 

Court of Wards. any rule, or practice, for the compulsory retirement of officers employed under 
the Court of Wards on the ground of age? 

° 


(>) If so, what is the maximum age for service in this behalf? 


(c) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement giving the 
names and the respective ages of all officers serving under the Court of 
Wards and drawing Rs. 100 and above as monthly salary, who have attained 
the age of 55 years? - 


Answer by the Hon’bletMr. Kerr ;— 


“(@ and 7} There is no rule on the subject. The practice is to retain 
the services of officers as long as they are efficient.” 


(c) A statement is{ sid on the table.” 


Part IVA] THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MARCH 13, 1918. 257 


acpi x mE ts ie = 


_ Questions and Answers. ~ 








Statement referred to in the answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr to Question 
No. XV (unstarred) asked by thé Hon'ble Bano Brosenpra Kisnor Ray 
Cuavpnurr at the Council Meeting of the 19th February, 1918, showing the “ 
number of officers serving under the Court of Wards in the Presidency of 
Bengal and drawing a monthly salary of Rs, 100 and above who have 
attained the age of 55 years. 














Name of officers. Designation. Age. 
1 2 \ 3 
a ; — 
| Yrs. 
Mr. F.W. Needham... ... | Manager of the Bhawal estate, Dacea ve | 56 
Babu Prasanna Kumar Mitra... | Land Revenue Superintendent, Bhawal estate, 
Dacea. | 
| 
Mr. E. Bignold ie we |General Manager, Wards estates, Mymen-| 58 
° singh 
gh. 
Babu Rajani Nath Bose ... | Superintendent of the Tagore Wards estate, 58 
Barisal. A -" 
Colonel J. Hodding, ¢.1.8. ... | Chief Manager, Nawab’s estate, Dacca... 6 
| 
‘Mr, H.C, F. Meyer... >... | Agent, Nawab’s estate, Barisal... we | 60 
Babu Sareda Charan Mukharji__... | Senior Superintendent, Nawab’s estate, Dacca) 58 
Babu Jamini Kishor Chakravarti ... | Cadastral Survey Superintendent, Nawab’s | 56 € 
estate, Dacca. 
Babu Chandra Kumar Mokbarji ... | Head Mukhtear, Nawab’s estate, Dacca... 69 
Babu Abani Mohsn Patavyal — ... | Chief Accountant, Nawab's estate, Dacca... 56 
Babu Mathura Nath Das Gupta... Agsistant Superintendent, Nawab’s estate, 63 
Barisal. | 
Babu Kali Dayal Ghose ... | Personal Aesistant to the Chief Manager, | 66 
Nawab’s estate, Dacca, 
| 
Babu Upendra Chandra Datta... | General Manager, Wards estate, Chittagong 61 
Mr. M. M. Halliday... +» | Manager, Kasimbazar estate, Tippera «|, 59 





By the Hon’ble Basu Brosznpra Kisnor Ray CHAUDHURI :—, 


XVI. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the Govern- Av Income tax 
ment of Bengal'#letter No. 26 T.—S.R., dated the 24th May, 1915, which is "*"" 
referred to in the latest weer on the income-tax administration as having 
ruled that “ the premium by a landlord for granting settlement of waste 
or abandoned land with a tenant is exempt from income-tax, but fees levied 
for ‘ition of a transfer of agricultural land from one tenant to another 
are liable to income-tax ” 


‘Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donatp :— 
“ A copy of the letter referred to is laid on the table.” 
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Copy of letter referred to in the answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donat to question 
No. XVI (unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Banu BroseNpka Kishor 
Ray Cxaupuuri at the Council Meeting of the 19th February , 1918. 


No. 26'T.—S. R., dated Darjeeling, the 24th May, 1915,“ 
From—Te Hox’pux Mx, J. Doxarn, 1.0.s., Offg, Secretary ty the Government 
of Bengal, Financial Department, 
To—The Commissioner of the Dacca Division. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter Np. 2077 R., dated the lith 
April, 1915, to the address of the Board of Revenue, in which you inquire whether 
income derived by a landlord from nazar realised in connection with, Nand used for 
agricultural purposes is liable to be assessed to income-tax. The two classes of nazar 
to which you refer are (/) premium taken by a landlord for the grant vf settlement of 
waste or abandoned land with a tenant, and (2) feos levied for the recognition of a 
transfer of land from one tenant to another. 

2. In reply, I am to say that the Superintendent and Remembrancer of Legal 
Affairs, who waa consulted on the question’, has recorded the following opinivn, in which 
Government agree: — 

. (a) The first kind of nazar is similar to salami taken on the creation of a patné or 
‘other tenure, and on the authority of’ the previous ruling contained in 
note 9 to section 5 vf Act IT of 1886 (page 8, Income-tax Manual) ineome- 
tax cannot be assessed on it. 6 


(b) The Seond kind of nazar is a payment made to the landlord in consideration 


of his recognizing a particular person as his tenant. Such payments are 
not rent or revenue derived from land and are not income derived from 
agriculture. Therefore this kind of nazar is liable to ineome-tax, 


By the Hon'ble Basu Brosenpra Kisnor Ray CHAUDHURI :— 


XVII. (a) Is it a fact that the Dhalleswari Steamer Service has been 
.. either partly or wholly discontinued 


(b) Tf.so, from what date and in what circumstances 4 

(c) What are the present conditions of communication between Dacca 
City and the westernmost parts of the district, particularly the Manikgan} 
subdivision ? 

(d) How many miles from Dacca City is the subdivisional town of 
Manikganj, and how many hours’ journey by boat at present ? 


(e) What progress, if any, has been made with regard to the proposal 
for a motor service between Manikganj and Aricha? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. CowLry :— 


“ (a) and (b) Yes, owing to the shallowness of the river the Dhalleswari 
Steamer Service is curtailed each year during the dry season. This season 
the service was suspended beyond Sabhar on the 27th December, 1917. 


(c) During the rains traffic between Dacca City and the western part of 
the-district, including the Manikganj subdivision, is generally by water. 
During the dry season what little traffic there is, is generally carried by the 
Padma Steamer Service. The road from Dacca City to the western part of 
the district is embanked and bridged as far as Mirpur. ence to Fulbaria, 
where the Dhalleswari river is crossed by ferry, the road is embanked and 
most of the khals bridged. From the west bank of the Dhalleswari river 
to Baira there is no embanked or bridged road, and three miles of the track 
between Joymantop and Singair have been cut away by the river Dhalles- 
wari. Arrangements are being made for a temporary diversion over these 
‘three miles. From Baira to tha the road is embanked and temporary 
bamboo bridges are constructed over khals during the rains. From Bentha 
to Manikganj and on to Aricha Ghat the road is embanked and bridged and 
in fairly order. Aricha Ghat on the east side of the Padma is almost 
opposite the present site of Goalundo Ghat. 


t : 


aa 
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(@) Manikganj is 30 miles by road from Dacca City. During the rains the 
journey by boat takes about 40 hours, but boats cannot at the present season 
get.nearer than Joymantop, as the khal from the Dhalleswari river to Manik- 
ganj station is dry. 


(e) The Dacca District Board has ived a proposal for a motor service 
between Aricha Ghat and Manikganj, in which the promoter proposes to 
share the cost of improving the road with the Board. Negotiations are 
pending between the promoter and the District Board.” 





By the Hon'ble Basu Brosenpra Kishor Ray Cuaupnurt :— 


XVIII. (a) With reference to the answer to my unstarred question 
No. LIII of the 18th December, 1917, will the Government be pleased to 
state the reason for granting stipends at a much lower scale to the 5th year 
boys and artisans of the Dacca School of Engineering than those granted to 
the 5th year boys and artisans of the Apprentice Department of the Civil 
Engineering College at Sibpur? 


(6) With reference to the answer to clause (d) of my unstarred question 
No. XLIX of the 18th December, 1917, will the Government be pleased to 
explain why the Assistant Headmaster of the Dacca School of Engineering 
is not given the allowance which is granted to Assistant Headmasters of 
Government High Schools ? 








Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Maniey :— 


“ (a) The scale of stipends for the artisans at Sibpur and Dacea respec- 
tively was fixed in accordance with the proposals of the. head of each 
institution. The present scale of stipends for the 5th year Overseer students 
of the Dacea School of Engineering was fixed many years ago, and, so far as 
can be ascertained, no increase has since been proposed by the Head Master. 





(>) The Assistant Head Master of the Dacca School of Engineering 
is not eligible for the allowance, because that school is not a high school.” 


By the Hon'ble Basu Brosenpra Kishor Ray Cuaupnurt:—- 


XIX. (a) With reference to the answer to clause (b) of my unstarred 
juestion No. XLVITI of the 18th December, 1917, regarding the status of the 
acca School of Engineering, will the Government be pleased to explain for 
what purposes the said school is treated as a college, and for what particular 
purpose as a school ? 


(4) Will the Government be pleased to state the reasons why the 
teachers of thesCalcutta Commercial Institute are designated as Lecturers 


and are thus beyond the operation of Circular No. jit, whereas the  tea- 
ye pe rey 


chers of the Dacea School of Engineering are not so privileged ? 





(c) Are the qualifications of the teachers of the latter institution of an 
inferior sthndard generally, or are their duties of a less responsible or 
important character, in comparison with those of the teachers of the Calcutta 
Commercial Institution 4 


(a) If not, what are the reasons for this differential treatment ? 





School of 





we 
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Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Maniry :— 


“ (a) The age and qualifications of the students approximate to those 
of college students and the Head Master is treated as if he were the Principal 
of an Engineering College in certain correspondence, ¢.¢., in connexion with 
the examinations of the Joint Technical Examination Board. On the other 
hand, the institution has, as its name implies, the status of a school and not 
of a college, the officer in charge being a Head Master and not a Principal, 
and it is under the general supervision of the Principal of the Dacca College. 


(b) The teachers of the Government Commercial Institute, Calcutta, are 
designated Lecturcrs because the Institute has the status of a College. The 
teachers of the Dacca School of Engineering are not so designated because their 
status is that of teachers in a school. 


(c), The question presumably refers to the qualifications of officers other 
than the Principals. Of the 5 subordinate teachers of the Institute, 2 hold 
the Master’s degree and 3 the Bachelor's . Of the 5 subordinate teachers 
(excluding the foremen) of the School of Engineering, 3 hold the Bachelor's 
degree and 2 are under-graduates. The work of a school is generally 
regarded as of a less responsible character than that of a College. 


(@) This question does not arise.” 


By the Hon’ble Basu Broyenpra Kisnor Ray CHaupHurt :— 


Water-ways XX. Will the Government be pleased to state the nature and soo] 
eee of the inquiry to be made by Mr. 8. N. Banerjec, Executive Engineer, in 
vision, 


connection with the waterways in the Dacca Division? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cow! zy :— 


“ The officer in question is employed on an investigation into the drain- 

conditions of the area lying between the Dhaleswari and the Padma 
rivers. The object of the investigation is to consider whether and. in what 
way it is possible to improve the sanitation of the area between these rivers 
or to improve navigation facilities in the Dhaleswari, Buriganga and the 
numerous khals to the south of them. He has also been instructed to report 
on the general condition of the Dholai ‘hal and the possibility of its re 
excavation and maintenance as a navigable channel.” 


By the Hon’ble Banu Brosennra Kisnor Ray CHAUDHURI :— 


XXI. Will the Government be pleased to make a statement show- 
ing the average cost per head of the daily diet supplied to (a) European and 
Anglo-Indian prisoners; (6) Indian prisoners; and (c) prisoners belonging 
to other Asiatic races, respectively, classified in each case under the follow- 
ing heads :— 





(i) ufder-trial prisoners; 
(vi) convicts; and 
(iti) prisoners in hospital 


A 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kurr ;— 
“Tho ayerage cost per head per diem is as follows :— 
. c - Voider trial. Convicts. arate 
= ALP. Ae PR. | RB AL Py 
Bnropean prisoners ed emt oS * Ss 5% 1n 0 





ree 2226 21 Oo 6 


Indian prisoners ( 


OF 


e 
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Persons whose habits and manner of living more nearly approximate to 
those ‘Of Europeans than to those of ordinary Indians are given the same diet 
as Europeans. The number of prisoners belonging to otber, Asiatic races is 
small, and separate, statistics regarding the cost of their dict are noi 
available.” 





By the Hon’ble Basu Brogenpra Kishor Ray Cravpaurt :— 


, XXII. (a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to any 
instances of suicide in Bengal which are alleged to have been in consequence 
of the abnormal rise in the price of cloth ? 


(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to make a statement in regard 
to the cireumstances of each such case? 


Ansier’by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


Pi “ (a) atid (b) No such case has been reported by the police, but the atten- 


tion 6f Government has been called to paragraphs in the Pabna -Bogra Hitai- 
shi of the 6th’ February and in the Bangavasi of the 9th February, alleging 
that*two cases have occurred in the Ulubaria subdivision. The District Mag- 
istrate has been asked to inquire into the matter.” 


By the Hon'ble Basu Brosenpra Kishor Ray Cxavpxort ;-— 


XXIII. Are the Government considering the desirability of approach- 
ing the Government of India with a suggestion that action may be take: 
under Rule 11-J of the Defence of India (Consolidation) Rules, 1915, for the 
purpose of controlling the supply of dhoties and saries in Bengal? 


Answer by the Hon’bla Mr. Donatp :— 


“The matter is already under discussion with the Government of 
India, and attention is invited to the remarks on the subject by His Excellency 
the Viceroy in the Imperial Legislative Council on the 6th February, 1918.” 


By the Hon’ble Basu Brosenpra Kishor Ray CHaupeuri :— 


XXIV. (@) With reference to the answer to clause (4) of my unstarred 
question No. XL of the 18th December, 1917, will the Government be pleased 
to state whether the possibilities of the manufacture of salt on the Uhseeageay 
side of the Bay of Bengal were inquired into before the memorandum, ated 
the 5th April, 1917, referred to in the said question, was drawn up? 


(0) If not, why not? 


(c) When were the possibilities of the manufacture of salt on the 
Ciieagng side of the Bay of Bengal first brought to the notice of Govern- 
ment, and by what agency ? 


(d) Have the Government undertaken any inquiry, with the assistance 
of the Commissioner of Excise and Salt and his expert staff, into the condi- 
tions of brine on the Chittagong side, particularly at®Cox's Bazar and the 
south? If so, when, and with what result? 


(¢) With reference to the “ lack of easy communication ” referred to in 
the said answer, have the Government ascertained haw such communication 
can be improved, if necessary ? j 


Canes of suicide 
due {o rine 

in the price of 
cloth, 


Control of the 
supply of 
dhoties aud 
saris, 


Loquiry into 
the possibility 
of salt 


A 


manufacture 
in Chittagong. 
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Questions and Answers. 


i Will the Government be pleased to state whether they are consider- 
ing the desirability of forwarding a supplementary memorandum to the = + 
Government of India embodying the results of a thorough inquiry into’ the 
possibilities of the manufacture of salt on the Chittagong side of the Bay of 
engal 4 2 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donaup :— 


“ The memorandum in question was prepared in connection with the 
examination of the possibility of reviving the manufacture of salt in Bengal, 
in particular. by the adoption of processes, inclnaing 28 vacuum process, simi- 
lar to those followed in the United Kingdom. Specific suggestions were 
not then made or enquired into as regards the Chittagong side of the Bay, 
but in the end of October, 1917, in forwarding a ‘suggestion from the Col- 
lector of Chittagong that the question of manufacture in*Noakhali and 
Chittagong might be considered, the Commissioner of Saltgdiset “the 
possibilities of manufacture on the Chittagong coast. While this was wader 
consideration applications for permission to manufacture were Teceil i 
reference to which the question is now being determined. M 
are assisting persons desirous of manufacturing salt, and if anyone 
to manufacture from wea water he will be advised as to the suitability ¢1 
the brine. Government do not propose sending any supplementary memo- 
randum to the Government of India until the need of so doing arises. As 
regards communications to the south of Chittagong, a detailed survey of a 
proposed railway from Chittagong towards Burma has recently been sanc- 
tioned, and its construction would improve the main line of communications 
in this area.” : 

Nore.—There was a mistake in the printed copy of the answer against clause (4) of 
the Hon’ble Memb« unstarred question No. XI of the 18th December, 1917, Phe 
answer given was intended to cover clauses (¢) and (e). 

























By the Hon'ble Rar Manenpra Cuanpra Mitra BABADUR :— 


XXV. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a list of 
the Village Union Committees that have been constituted up to date in the 
Burdwan Division, giving the names of villages included in each Union 
Committee and stating also the area. and population within their jurisdiction 
and the names of the members # 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Matiey :— 
** A list is laid on the table.” 4 
By the Hon'ble Rat ManeNnpra Caanpra Mrrra Banapur ;— 
XXVI. Will the Government be pleased to state the amount of money 
actually spent this year by each of the District and Local Boards of the 


Burdwan and Presidency Divisions for the acquisition of lands for theexca- 
vation of tanks for pure drinking water? P 


‘Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Matiey :— 
“A statement is laid on the table.” 


fala. ba a 
Ne Not printed in these proceedings. 
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Statement referred to tn the answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O'Mauiry to question 
‘No.. XXVI (unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Rar Manenpra Onanpra 


Mirra Banapur at the Couwneti meeting of the 19th February, 1918, | 


~ showing the amounts spent by District ond Local Boards in the Burdwan 
and Presidency Divisions on the acquisition of land for the excavation of 
tanks for pure drinking water during 1917-18. 


Name of Amount 

District Hands, went 

- Rs. 
Birbhum ay ee sé . 463(0) 

Bankura ae : 7 a 1B 

* Midnapore 172 


¢ 





Howrah : , 3 CL 88h 
_ Pathos a es bie vee 8,241 


amgant Wasepent on the acquisition of a tank 
"Board of Bardwan has provided Re. 6,200 for the acquisition of land for tanks, 
‘ne 


fon’ble Rat Manenpra Cuanpra Mirra Banapur :— 













. XVII. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of 
the letter No. 303, dated the 23rd Septertber, 1854, from Mr. W. H. Elliot, the 
Cor joner of the Burdwan Division at that time, to the Board of Revenue 
ing the proposed abandonment of the embankments between the 
ar and Roopnarayan rivers ! 





Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Cow.ry :— 
“A copy of the letter is laid on the table. ” 


Copy of letter referred to in the answer by the Hon'ble MR. CowLry to 
question No, XXVIT {unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Rat MAHENDRA 
Cuanpra Mrrra Banapor at the Council Meeting of the 19th February, 


1918. 
No. 3038. 


Hooghly, the 23rd September, 1854. 


‘Pax Boarv ov Revenvy, 

Fort William, 
GENTLEMEN, * 

In reply to various orders received from you since March of last year regarding 
the proposed ubandonment of the embankments between the Damodar and Rupnaraiu 
rivers, I haye at length the honour to submit the following report, and regret my in- 
ability to lay before you one more satisfactory. 

. The main objects of the enquiry instituted under your orders by Deputy 
Collector Babu Jadav Chandra Chatterji were first to ascertain the feelings of the lund- 
holders regarding the abandonment of the bunds, and second to obtain some idea of 
the extent of the benefit on the one hand, and of the injury on the other likely to 
arise from that measure, ~ F 

3. I now submit in original the papers below noted—and from the Offg. Collector's 
report, para, 4, it Seer that all the landholders attend@ either personally or by 
their attorney before the Deputy Collector and gave in the required papers regardinz 
the existing state of the country and their motives of acquiescence or otherwise in the 

ition; und that the Deputy Collector’ personally visited every village to examine 
its present state; settled its boundaries in the presence of the Gomastas, Mandals. and 
Raiyats; measured and assessed the lands; ascertained ti quantities of cultivated 


Eanbai 
in Bm 
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and waste; and noted those likely to be inundated and those parts which the floods 
not reach; and finally compared the papers supplied to him by the landholders and 
agents with the result of his own observations, This enquiry occupied him six 
months and 24 days and has been « most laborious work which he seems to have executed 
* with much assiduity and ability. 

4. Mr. Bidwell, Offg. Commissioner, supplied to the Deputy Collector in January 
last the form given in the margin (shown below), in which he was to abstract all the 
iniormation he could collect. This he has done in appendix A, Nos. 1-2-3, and a few 
particulars may at once be mentioned by me. 
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5. Of 285 landholders whose opinion the Deputy Collector has recorded L10 are 
for and 175 against the project in view and I believe it will be found that of those 
favourable to it the consent of the majority is only conditional upon, or rather, given 
under the supposition of, the Government indemnifying them for all’ possible losses, 








6. The amount of land surveyed by the Deputy Collector is as follows : 
P.. K. CM. G. 





Cultivated ree 407,184 318 4 
Waste < « .. 47,8830 9 4 14 
Jungle ee ah tot 2,075 18 12 0 


Total area vee 457,090 11 13 18 





of which the estimated mufassal jama amounts to Rs. 937,126-12-8, the probable loss 
from expected inundation is estimated at Rs. 85,241-14-1 and the probable gain upon 
lands to be improved by alluvion Rs, 26,169-14-11, 


7. The details of these estimates, shewing the probable loss and gain of each 
village and of each landholder are shown in appendices 1-2-3 and 4 respectively. 


8. The Deputy Collector speaks of the villages on the banks of the rivers as 
generally good and fertile owing to the deposits left by the floods: some lands yielding 
goods crops of mulberry at a rental of 6 to 10 rupees per bigha; others pulse, vegetables, 
ete., at 3 to 5 rupees and the yet lower sandy lands producing cucumbers and meloas 
ata rental of 2 to 3 rupees. These high rates are rarely obtainable within the 
embankments and render it difficult to account for the objections raised to the proposal 
by the landholders and he very justly observes that great caution will be required in 
estimating the extent of the injury which cannot be fairly judged of within 2 or 3 
years and no rash engagements of provisions should be made. He inclines to the 
opinion that the injury will be far less and the gain far more than is now expected. 

his opinion the Ong. Collector warmly supports as agreeing with the impression made 
on his mind during his inspection of the country in March last and it entirely agrees 
with my own views of the subject formed years ago. 


9. Both officers agree in the necessity of an enactment empowering the executive 
officers to level ull bunds public or private which may interfere’ with the scheme and 
this with special reference to para. 9 of your letter of the Ist March 1853, No. 96, 
in which you remarked that ‘the country on the right bank of the Damodar is in some 

arts covered with a network of embankments erected by individual — proprietors.’” 


on this point I wrote in paras. 16 and 17/of my report of the 24th ultimo No. 248 
and the subject has already engaged your attention anid been provided. for in your 
raft. Act. 


10. I find that the aA enquiries of both officers have led them to the conclusion 





that some safety valve for}’e surplus water of the Damodar is urgently needed. 


mary oy - 
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11, In para. 13 of my letter just above cited I mentioned having learned that 
it.is the opinion of many intelligent natives that the inundations of the ~ Damodar 
used not tovbe in olden times nearly so bad as they are now and that their increased 
ravages are attributed to the radual filling up of sundry old water-courses which used 
to relieve the river Areata that opinion is now supported by the judgment of both 
these officers. 

: 12, The Deputy Collector, having carefully viewed the existing ualas, proposes 
a canal 64 miles long and 60 feet broad. The exeavated earth to be formed into a 
‘yund on each side 60 feet from the edge-of the canal, this giving to the floods a waterway 
of 180 feet wide. He would commence the canal Sumbutteegola or Seneteegola above 
Burdwan and carry it down along the green dotted line in his map to Pansoolee. Of this 
work 54 miles would be new, but facilitated by the natural water-courses and 10 miles 
would be the Rora Khal already exis i i 












ng in Hirapur but requiring enlargement. The 
Txpense of the work itself which must be calculated by Engineers would doubtless he 
cADenous and the cost of 3,840 bighas of land required for it would also be great. 

13. The Officiating Collector modifies this proposal by one for a canal from 
Rajbulhat to Marokhana, marked red in the map—which though much shorter and 
consequently far less expensive would, he thjnks, be equally effectual :—but it could 
he 90 only or mainly to its own extent—it would not equally benefit the country nearer 

Burdwan. 

LL. “Aiother proposal of the Officiating Collector is to reopen the old bed of. the 
Damodar from Salimabad, on the north of the Hooghly district now known as the Kana 
Nadvnts the Hooghly river at Tribeni. ‘This is the plan, which what T have casually 
Manion the subject, leads me to think most desirable; and it would—apart from the 
toiet of inundation—be a very great blessing go the internal commerce of these, districts 
by affording u safe and easy passage to the Presidency marts. 

‘The Officiating Collector mentions having yeen repairs going on in the canal 
between Kolaberia and Musteka and says it would be very advantageous to carry on 
the work to Koilaghat, and T may here observe that, a proposition regarding the enlarge: 
Inent of the Baksheo khal in the Howrah district has been hefore the Government and 
may tend to the relief of the Damodar. 

16. T have reserved for this opportunity the transmission to your Board of 4 letter 
of the 36th Tune last, No. 182, from the Officiating Collector of Burdwan reporting with 
Veference to your letter of the 25th April Inst, No. 81, the number of houses’ and huts 
Ietwoen the old and retired embankments in his district. He mentions a grent: dis: 
crepancy’ between the statements prepared by Mr. Collector Ward and Tt. De Bourbel 

pear Hoth having beerrto the spot but that of Tit. De. Bourbel 
sre Goverment ond alt is more likely & be corres and he explains that in 
mow what vo include and what tome instances Mr. Ward, giving the name of one 
mit which Mr. Ward fic noi ktow. “— Vityage only, included the habitations comprised in 























wT, Tit, De Bourbel reports the total number of houses and huts to, be 620 and of 
inhabitants’ 26,485 but the Off. Collector, Mr. Young, thought that. the population 
might safely he estimated at 46,026 according to the following abstract :— 


Supposed by Lt. De 


Residence. Bourbel to By Mr. Young— 
contain— 

134 Pukka honses@ 6 — 670 @15 2,010 

3,807 Large huts @ 5 19035 @ 8 

291 Smallhuts @ 3 873 @ 6 

1,969 Mat huts = @ 3 5,907 @ 6 

6,201 * 26,485 





18. In reviewing the whole subject I cannot but admit that very considerable 
injury ‘be caused by giving up the embankments, that great expense must be borne 
by the State, in paying for such portions of that injury 9s may be found fairly chargeable 
ty ite and that., excessive. annoyance will arise in the investigation of the 
claims that will be made and for the instant investigation of 
which a thoroughly efficient establishment must be maintained as the Revenue officer will 
he utterly unable fo undertake the work and delay.will be ruinous. Indeed T think 
that a legislative enactment will be required to enforce the bringing forward of claims 
for compensation, within six months at farthest of the date of injury; as if-this be not 
done, no, means, of estimating the damage on the spot will be available and after the 
Tapse of years claims may be brought forward which it will he equally impossible to 
refute and inexpedient to pay, reat 
i “19. I have never. regretted so much as now the absence of a thoroughly good 
survey of this part of the country. Had the revenue, suryey been completed the data 
‘Mforded by it might be compared by the survey officers year by year with the state of 
the country after each inundation and a, satisfactory estimate of the profit and loss 
obtained. 





Propoved bridge 
‘on the Sara. 
Serajganj 
Railway. 
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20. But though so much may be said against the scheme and so great difficulties 
are evidently {o be encountered, 1 still hope it may be undertaken in ihe belief that, 
if it be so, with due precaution it will in the end prove immensely beneficial and I 
would thus state both sides of the case. . 

First.—The Deputy Collector estimates the loss at Re. 85,241-14-1 and 

the gain at Rs, 26,169-14-11, showing 
J ugpore that this estimate relates to the «od deficit of Rs. 59,071-15-2, but the Maharaja 
il atluvlat deposite sialthaveraised the generat towel of Bi n alone pays Rs, 57,324-12-10  pery 
of the country annum on aceount of embankments which 
need no longer be kept up and thus the esti- 

mated loss payable by Government will be very nearly covered. 

Second.—Though the embankment officers may be otherwise employed, a large 
establishment will still be required for some years to report upon the state of the country 
after each rainy season and the sum paid by the Maharaja for embankments will be 
swallowed up by payments for injuries sustained, but this will cease after a few years, 
whilst the payment of the Maharaja, if the Government reimburse the losses, giving 
them (the Maharaja and his patanidars) all the gain, must be perpetual—although the 
bund originally maintained by it may be done away, If there be any doubt on the 
subject, 1 must be met by a new law, which will but support the side of Justice, for the 
Government may fairly say to the Raja: 

. “Tt is true that you engaged to pay Rs. 57,324-12-10 annually for the specific 
purpose of keeping up by Government officers the embankments you were formerly obliged 
to keep up yourself. The arrangement was made for your benefit and not for ours, but 
long experience has now shown that the embankments never have given and never can give 
the desired security. It is believed that their abandonment will place you eventually in 
a far better position than that in which you now are. The State will bear all the loss— 
you will reap all the gain, paying neither more nor less than hitherto.”” 

Third.—T have said above that the want of a revenue survey is to be deplored, 
ut Lt, Dicken’s note of the 28th November 1853 shows that the Executive Officers have 
most elaborate calculations of the varying levels of the whole country affected and from 
those calculations, the officers in the D.P.W. already intimately acquainted with the 
country and assisted by Revenue Officers with the aid of the stalements now submitted 
by the Deputy Collector may obtain each season a very close approximation to the amount 
of loss and gain that has occurred. Provided always, as I have said above, that a 
law be passed requiring all claims for loss to be preferred within six or even three months, 

Fourth.—It is greatly to be lamented that injury to the houses or crops or lands 
of the people cannot altogether be avoided and may be very great. But I firmly believe 
it will be far less than has been contemplated and it is to be remembered that this 
scheme will not expose what has hitherto been safe or only in very few instances. T 
have always regarded the protection of the bunds as next to nominal Trusting to them, 
houses have been built and crops sown and cattle penned and human beings located 
where they would not have been but for the bund: the bund has burst and all under 
its shadow have been swept away. Whereas in places naturally exposed and not arti- 
ficially protected the same amount of inundation does no harm, but good. The people 
know that they must expect it—their houses are therefore built and their cattle kept 
on high spots out of its reach and the low lands ure planted only with dry weather 
crops or with rice which will rise with the water. When the existing bunds are 
demolished the people thereby affected will become equally cautious, and my firm 
belief is that for every bigha of land permanently ipjured at least two will be permanently 
improved. 

21. Since T wrote the above, I have received back from the Officiating Collector 
the enclosures Nos, 1 to 8 in a greatly improved form, They were so confused as to 
be almost unintelligible, but T trust that. the additions and alterations which have 
been made in accordance with my suggestions have rendered them so much more plain 
and easy of refezence that they will be found really valuable and may obtain for the 
Deputy Collector the credit he appears to me to deserve. 












2 

















Thave, ete., 
(Sa). BE. H. Exir6r, 
Commissioner. 





By the Hon’ble Kumar Sin Surknarrswan Ray : 


_ XXVIII. (@ Will the Government be pleased to stato the result of the 
investigations in connection with the proposed bridge near-Jhaul Bazar on 
the Sara-Serajganj Railway? 

(0) Is it a fact that so early as the year 1915 the Government received 
recommendations from the Superintending Engineer of the Northern Circle 
andalso from other local authorities for the construction of the said 


bridge? \ 
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(c) Ate the Government aware of the hardship to which the local public 
are put owing to the obstruction of natural waterways between Serajganj 
and Dilposar on the Sara-Serajganj Railway? 


(d) Are the Government contemplating any action in this matter before 
the next rains set in? 
<- 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Cow.ry :— 


“ (a) Investigation has shown that a 20 feet span culvert is necessary 
near Jhaul Bazar. 


(b) Yes. 


(c) Government are aware that waterways and headways, amply suffi 
cient for the country koat traffic of this part of the country and for ade 
quate and efficient drainage of the areas affected by the railway embank 
“ment, are of vital importance to the welfare of the inhabitants and efficient 
sanitation. On investigation, Government are of opinion that to secure the 
above conditions, an increase of headway under the Ichamati River Bridge 
under three small culverts, Nos. 28, 32 and 37, and the ‘onstruction of a 
20 feet, culvert near Jhaul Bazar is necessary and have accordingly recom 
mended these improvements to the Railway Board. 





(2) An enquiry has recently been made from the Railway Board whether 
the culvert near Jhaul Bazar is likely to be completed before néxt flood 
season. A reply has not yet been received.” 


By the Hon'ble Kumar Sup Saekuarrswar Ray ;— 


XXIX. () Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the : 
allegations of oppression made against the police during the inquiry in 


connection with hat-looting cases in Rangpur? 


(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting an 
enquiry into the allegations against the police 4 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (a) and (b) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the reply given to 
question No. XXXII.” 


By the Hon’ble Mr. Avtar Att :— 


XXX. Will the Government be pleased to state wh the Junior 
Madrassa at Rajshahi is under the control of the Principal of the Rajshahi 
College, while some other institutions in the same compound are under the 
control of the Inspector of Schools? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O'MALLEY :— 


“ Tt was decided in 1883 to abolish the Rajshahi Madrassa, but in 1884. 
in consequence of a representation from the Muhampadan inhabitants of 
Rajshahi requesting that the junior classes should be maintained in connec- 
tion with the college, the retention of the classes was sanctioned on the under 
standing that they were to be treated as a branch of the Rajshahi College. 
The Madrassa was accordingly placed under the f of the Principal of 





the college, and be has continued to exercise control ovg™f it up to the present.” 





hit looting cases. 


Junior Madrassa 
at Kajsbahi, 
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By the Hon'ble Banu Kisort Monan CuaupHurt :— 


Byenesctions Tn XXXI, (a) Are the Government aware that the jute dealers in 
+a their transactions with the jute mills are invariably obliged to employ brokers? 
_@) Are the Government considering whether any arrangements can be 
made*tor the purchase of jute direct from jute-growers without the interven: 
tion of brokers, as is being done at Naugaon in connection with the sale of» 
ganjaP 


“Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donat. :— ee 

“ (a) Government are aware that it is the usual practice for jute mills 
t6 make their purchases of jute through the medium of brokers. . 

(b) Government are not considering the matter at present; they previ- 
ously made an exhaustive enquiry into the functions of the agencies through 
whose hands jute passes between ‘the cultivator and the mill, and had come to 

” the conclusion that a satisfactory system of co-operative sale had not yet been 


devised.” 
By the Hon'ble Mr. M. ASHRAF ALI Kaan CHAUDHURI ;— 
e and hit XXXII. (a) Are the Government aware of the iogetere made 
cases. against the police that after the recent looting of the /dts in forthe and 





Eastern Bengal, they extorted considerable sums of money. from- villagers, 
threatening arrest if not paid? 
(b) Are the Government contemplating the appointment of a Committee 
consisting of both officials and non-officials— 
(i) to inquire into the cases of such extortion and oppression alleged 
to have been committed by the police; 
(iz) to inquire into the causes of the looting; and 
(iti) to suggest remedies for the prevention of such occurrences in 
future? . 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“<(a) Yes. Government have directed inquiries to be made into all 
the specific allegations which have come to their notice, and have impressed 


E upon Commissioners and District Officers the necessity for prompt inyes-. 
tigation by responsible officers into any | ecific charges that may be brought 
(b) No case for such action has so far been established.” 
pe The Hon'ble Mr. Asnrar Au Kuan Cxavpnvrt asked the.following supple- 
eC mentary question :— 
a 
fe “Aye the Government aware that poor peasants are, afraid and generally 
Eg do not come forward to bring criminal proceedings against the police?” 
« ; 
i The Hon'ble Sim Hexry Wiexver replied :— 


“Tam not prepared to answer such: a general question either in the 
affirmative or in the negative.” 1 i 


= 


By the Hon'ble Mr. M. Asurar Au Kwan Cuaupnurt:— 


Special Tribunals XXXII. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state the reasons 
= looting — which Jed the Government to appoint Special Tribunals under the Defence 
x of India (Criminal Law Amendment) Act, 1915, to try the re ent Adt-looting 

€ 


cases 

" b) Are the Government awane that the trial of these cases of crime by 

i Special Tribunals and the consequent curtailment of the right of appeal have 
: given rise to a good deal of indignation and resentment amongst the lic? 
_ (c) Are the Goyrnment contemplating the abolition of the Special 

Tribunal Courts and {}' trial of these cases by the ordinary criminal courts ¢ 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :-— 


ba (a) The reason was the necessity of checking recent outbreaks of law- ow 
lessness by bringing the offenders to speedy trial and of avojding congestion 
of business in the ordinary courts. 

(b) Government have seen criticisms in some quarters of the appointment, 
of these tribunals, but they are not prepared to accept as correct the general 
inference suggested by the question. 


bie (c) No.” 
By the Hon'ble Basu Axntt Cuanpra Darra :— 


XXXIV. Will the Government be pleased to make a statement as to Price of salvin 
the steps actually being taken to reduce the price of salt in Bengal # Bengal. 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. DonaLp :— 


“ Steps are being taken in accordance with rule 11 J of the Defence of 
India (Consolidation) Rules, with a view to fixing the maximum prices at 
which salt may be sold.” 


By the Hon'ble Basu Axil CHANDRA Datta :— 
XXXV. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 


showing the number and the nature of the criminal cases for offences com- the sslt law. 
mitted against the provisions of the salt law in Bengal— 





(a) between the date of the enhancement of the salt tax in March, 
3 1916, and August, 1917, and 


(b) between September, 1917, and January, 1918, together with” the 
dates on which the cases were instituted ! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DonaLp :— 


“ A statement giving the information asked for will be laid on the table 
at a subsequent meeting of the Council.” 


By the Hon’ble Basu Axurt Cnanpra Datta :— 4 
» XXXVI @ Is it a fact that the Government have received applica- Manufacture of 
tions from certain persons for permission to manufacture salt 4 salt by private 


(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the names of the appli- a 
cants and the places where they propose to manufacture salt? 

(c) What orders, if any, have been passed on such applications ¢ 

(@) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table copies of such 
applications 4 : 


. 

(e) Have any orders been passed on the application of Abdul Barik Hai 
of Noakhali referred to in unstarred question No. XXXVI by the Hon'ble 
Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudburi at the meeting of the Council of the 
22nd January last? ) 
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Answer by the"Hon’ble Mr. Donaup :+ 


“ (a) Yes. 


(0) Applications were received by Government from the followin gentle- 
meng for permission to manufacture salt in the districts metic against 
their names :— 


(1) Babus Surendra Chandra Ghosal and Digendra Chandra 
. Ghosal—Chittagong. a ist * 
_ -(2) Babu Mohendra Chandra Ghosal—Chittagong. Pa 
(3) Abdul Barik Haji, of Huddakhali—Noakhali. 


‘Tt is understood that the Collector of Chittagong has also received other appli- 
cations which are under his consideration. 


(c) The applications received by Government were of rather a vague charac- 
ter, and the applicants were therefore requested to further examine their 
proposals in consultation with the expert staff, and then to state whether 
they still desired to proceed. As no definite reply has yet been received, no 
orders have been passed on the applications, with the exception of that of 
Abdul Barik Haji. 


(d) Copies of the applications received by Government are placed on the 
table. 


(e) The Commissioner of Chittagong rejected the application.” 





Copies of applications referred to in the answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DonaLp 
to question No. XXXVI, asked by the Hon'ble Basu Axuu, CHANDRA 
Darra at the Council meeting of the 19th February, 1918. 

To rng CoLLecror, 

Chittagong. 
The humble petition of Surendra Chandra Ghosal 


and Digendra Chandra Ghosal, sons of Nanda 
“a Kumar Ghosal, merchants, Station Road, 


: Chittagong 

Most RESPECTFULLY SHEWErH:— 

1. That your humble petitioners are importers of Spanish, Aden and Port Said 
salt in Chittagong. 

2. That owing to the want of tonnage occasioned by the war, your humble 
petitioners are feeling great difficulty in obtaining supply from the above-suid places. 

3.* That the price of salt has abnormally increased owing to the above-said reason 
and there is likelihood of further increase. 


4. That the price has gone up so high at present that it is necessary in the interests 
of the public that Ibeal mapufacture of ealt should be allowed at once: 


5. ‘That your petitioners have resources enough to manufacture salt at Chittagong 
on a lange scale, : 

6, ‘That your petitioners are willing to abide by all terms and conditions that 
may be imposed by your honour for the manufacture of salt in Chittagong. 


It is, therefore, humbly prayed that your honour will be pleased to grant the 
petitioners license to manufacture salt in Chittagong on reasonable terms, and for this 
your petitioners shall ever pray. 


Svxenpra Cuanpra Guosan. 


‘ 
Dicenpra Cuanpna Grosar. 


Currracona, 
The 30th November, 1917, Ma 4 et * 
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Questions and Answers, 


Dated Chittagong, the 6th December, 1917. 


From—Mohendra Chandra Ghosal and Ramkamal Ramballay Shaha, 
To—The Collector of the Chittagong Division. 


We beg to bring to your kind notice that our firm is a very respectable and long- 
‘tnbllfig ona in this district and-bas bean dealing in salt for 60 years last, and has a’very 
extensive business in this line, not only in this district, but also all over East Bengal 
amd Assam. | We have so long been importing salt directly from Europe and supplying 
the markets till the last year, But owing to the dangers and difficulties createdshy the 
war and want of vessels and means of_transport, it has now become almost impracticable 
to import salt from European ports and even from Aden, so that the price of salt has 
now been excessively raised and the public have been greatly affected thereby, It is 
thus feared that in no ‘very distance of time it will be well-nigh impossiblé to obtain 
any supply and meet the demands of the markets, . 


Under the above cireumstances we are desirous of manufacturing salt in Chittagong, 
which, being a sea-port town, is advantageous for the purpose and is sure to yield any 
quantity of salt from the sea-water. We may bring to your kind notice that salt was 
extensively manufactured in Chittagong for a very long time under Government 
management, and it was about 1858 that the manufacture was discontinued, 


We, therefore, beg to request the favour of your kindly recommending the Local 
Government to grant us license to manufacture sali in Chittagong, for which we are 
ready to pay the requisite fees and other charges and 
framed by Government, and to procure us the said license prayed for to enable us to 
commence the work as soon as possible, so that the price of salt. may be reduced by 
which the public may be extremely benefited, and for this act of kindness we shall be 
ever grateful. 












Translation of the petition of Abdul Barik Haji. 


I, Abdul Barik Haji, son of late Aminuddin Miaji, of Huddakhali, police-station 
Sandip, beg most respectfully to state that the inordinate rise in the price of salt prevents 
the inhabitants of Sandip from buying that article. I humbly submit that T can agree 
to sell salt at Sandip, Char Badu and Char Siddhi ut one anna per seer for ten years and 
to pay Government duty at the.rate of Rs. 1,000 per annum, I, therefore, pray that 
I may be granted permission to manufacture and sell salt at Sandip, Char Badu, Char 


Siddhi and other places on an agreement for ten years and to pay Government an annual 
duty of Rs. 1,000, 





(Sd.) Anpur Bark. 
The 4th December 1917. 


By the Hon’ble Basu Axuit Cuanpnra Darra ;— 


XXXVIT. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they 
have issued any circular or order to the excise authorities asking them not to 
prosecute people for the manufacture of salt for domestic consumption 4 


(b) If so, when was that circular or order issued a a 


(c) Will the Government be pleased to lay the same on the table? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donaup :— 


“ (@ It is correct that instructions were issued to the Salt Department 
that, pending further orders, the manufacture of salt on a small scale and 
primarily for personal and domestic consumption might be ignored. 

. 


(®) On the 11th December, 1917. 


(c) The purport of the orders is cited above; the letter itself was confi- 


‘dential “and ad to the Commissioner of Exgse and Salt, and Gov- 
ernment do not propose to lay it on the table.” } 
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Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon’ble Banu Axe Cuanpra Darra :— 


XXXVIII. “ Has the attention of the Government been drawn to a 
case under section 110 of the Code of Criminal Procedure decided by Mr. A. 
TMukhavji, Fifth Presidency Magistrate of Calcut‘a, against one Param- 
eswar and twenty-six other carters? 

) What was the total number of witnesses examined in that case both 
for the Crown and for the defence? wie 
_” (c) Is it a fact that the above-named Magistrate was specially deputed 
for the trial of this case, and that the case dragged on for one year and five 
mopths? If not, how long did the trial last 

(d) Is it a fact that all the accused have been acquitted ? 

(¢) Is it a fact that the Magistrate came, to the finding—* I unhesita- 
tingly consider that, the accused are not the kind of men to be dealt with 
under section 110 of the Code of Criminal Procedure vie 
(/) What is the total amount, of the cost incurred by the Government for 
the prosention of this case? Isit a fact that over Rs. 40,000 has been spent 
e Government in this case? 

(g) How much was spent on acgount of fess paid to the lawyers for 
conducting the prosecution and how much for procuring the sttendanos and 
evidence of the witnesses for the Crown? 

(h) Have the Government instituted any inquiry as to whether there 
were any justifiable grounds for starting the prosecution ! 

(i) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of 
making such inquiry? 

(jy Are the Government considering the desirability of _ taking such 
steps as may be considered necessary to prevent such prosecutions in future! 

(&) Is there any rule or circular fixing the maximum cost which may be 
incurred by the Government in this class of case? 

(), If not, are the Government considering the desirability of laying 
down a rule fixing such maximum ? ° 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 

“(a) Yes. 

b) Three hundred and sixty-two for the prosecution and five hundred 
for the defence. oY 

(c) Some of the accused appeared before the Chief Presidency be once 
on August 8th, 1916, and the others on various dates in August and Septem- 
ber. ‘The case was made over to Babu ‘Ashutosh Mukharji on September 
25th. The hearing was finished on November 18th, 1917, and judgment was 
passed On January 2st, 1918. s 

(d) All the acerfsed have been discharged. 

(e) The Magistrate said :—'.T unhesitatingly come to the conelusicn that 
these accused are not the men who should be dealt with under sections 110 and 
118, Criminal Procedure Code.’ 

(f) and (g) A sum of Rs. 14,000 was spent on Vakils’ fees and Rs. 973 
on preparing the brief. Particulars regal ing the other expenses incurred 
in the case are not at present available. f 

(h), (@) and G The Commissioner of Police is being asked for a report. 
on the case, and the matter will be further considered when his reply is 
received, 

(A) No. : 

2) The cireumstapces of different cases may vary 50 reatly that it is 
not apparent how am h general maximum, could ‘suitably be Impoved. 


‘et 


Ree asst 
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Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon’ble Basu Axnin Cuanpra Darra :— 


XXXIX. Will the Government. be pleased to lay on the table the 4 ems 
statement made by Anath Bandhu Chaudhury of the Bolepur School “in papa 
conseguience of which he was arrested on the 22nd Decémber last, under 
Rule 12 A’ of the Defence of India Rules, as mentioned in the communiqué 
issued by the Government ! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ;— 


i “Government do not consider it desirable to lay the statement on the 
table.” 


By the Hon’ble Basu Axutt Cuanpra Darra :— 


XL. (a) Are the Government aware that the district of Tippera Malaria in 
was hitherto remarkably free from malaria? Tippera 

(0) Is it a fact that for some time past several parts of Tippera have been 
contaminated by malaria? °) 

(c) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the fact that 
malaria is making steady progress in Tippera? 

(@) Have the Government instituted any inquiry as to the causes of the 
spread of malaria in Tippera? 

(e) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the result of the 
inquiry ¢ 

(f) Tf not, will the Government be pleased to state whether they arc 
considering the desirability of instituting such an inquiry! 

(g) What steps, if any, are the Government taking to arrest the course of 
malaria in Tippera? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'MALLEY :— 


(a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) Malaria appears to be on the increase in s-me parts of the 
district. 

(a) No. 

(e) This question does not arise. 

({) and (g) Public health is primarily a duty of tho. District Board, and 
in June. 1917, the Board was urged by the Sanitary Commis ioner to take 
antimalarial measures. Government will institute an inquiry if the District 
Board will co-operate.” 


By the Hon’ble Basu Axst Cuanpra Darra ;— 

XLIL. Will the. Government be pleased ito state the number of Rava 
huriian beings and cattle killed in Bengal during each of the last five years anim 
by tigers Ssilceher wild animals? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 

‘The figures for the years 1912—1916 are given below. The figures for 
4917 are not yet available. After the year 1915 the compilation of returns 
showing the number of cattle destroyed by wild animals was disconti»ued 
under the orders of the Government of India :— 





by wild 








Cattle. 
1912 4,950 
1913 5,022 
1914 4,750 
15 4,185 





* 916 
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— Questions and. Answers. 


* By the Hon’ble Banu Axi, CHANDRA Datta ;— 


Administration 
of the Arms Act, 


Kristopur 
Canal and the 
Totra Gachi 
bhil. 


XLII: (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they have 
received any communication or instruction from the Government of India 
to give efiect to the declaration of His Excellency the Viceroy that all racial 
Seabee in connection with the administration of the Arms Act will be 
removed ? 


(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to state what these instruc- 
tions are, and to lay the same on the table? 


(c) Has there been, after the aforementioned declaration of His Excel- 
leney the Viceroy, any correspondence between the Government of Bengal 
and the Government of India on the subject of the removal of the disabilities 
and restrictions which now apply to the Indians in the matter of arms? 


‘Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“The views of the Government of Bengal on this question were sub- 
mitted to the Government of India before His Excellency the Viceroy refer- 
red to the matter in his speech in the Imperial Legislative Council on the 
Dth September, 1917. Since that date no further communication has been 
received from the Government of India on the subject. Government are 
not prepared to lay the correspondence on the table.” 


By the Hon’bleé Banu Axum CHanpra Darra :— 


XLIII. (a) Is it a fact that “ Jatra Gachi ” bhil, about 5 miles east of 
Calcutta, used to yield a good paddy crop a few years ago? 

.(b) Is there any truth in the statement that. the excavation of the 
Kristopur canal by the Government has almost completely destroyed the 
fertility of a large number of villages surrounding the bhil and has proved 
a source of imrhense loss to the cultivators ? 


(c) What income has the canal yielded to the Government duting each 
of the last five years? 

(@) With what object in view was the canal excavated by Government ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the water level of the canal is lower than that of 
the bhil and that the accumulated waters consequently find no way of 
egress ? 

(f) What immediate steps, if any, are in the contemplation of the 


Government to solve the problem * 
e 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. CowLry :-— 


“The Hon’ble Member is referred to the Press communiqué issued from 
the Irrigation Department on the 30th of November, 1917. A copy of the 
communiqué is placed on the table. at hes 


(a) It is not a fact. 
(+) There is no tr&th in the statement. 


(c) Accounts are kept for the whole cca of canals in the vicinity of 
Calcutta, and, as no rate accounts are kept. for the Kristopurjcanal, the 
information is not @ . < At tet 
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Questions and Answers, 


(@) The Kristopur canal was excavated to afford a direct connection 
between the Circular canal system, consisting of the still-water canals 
between Chitpur and Dhappa locks, with the Bhangore khal system which 
was « still-water canal between Bamhonghatta and Kulti locks. The canal 
was also constructed to provide an alternate easy route for the boat traffic 
to and from eastern districts in place of the Bidyadhari river route which was 
silting up. ~ 

(e) It is not a fact that the water level of the canal is lower than the bed 
level of the bil. The canal water is maintained at a normal level of 6 feet 
above mean sea level. The lowest land level in the bhil is about 3 feet above 
mean-sea level. The ordinary paddy land in the bil is about 5 feet above 
mean sea level. It is not a fact that the accumulated water finds no way of 
egress from the bhil. The water in the bhil is drained through regulators or 
sluices into the canal, which, in its turn, is drained by sluices constructed at 
Thakurdari on the Paran Chaprasi’s khal and by the sluices on the Harwa 
Gong at Kulti. To permit of final drainage at harvest time, the water level 
in the canal is lowered to 3 feet above mean sea level. 


‘f) In view of the statements made in the previous answers, the question 
does not arise.” 


Press Communiqué of the 30th November, 1917, regarding the drainage of the 
Ghoont and Jattragachi Bheels in the 24-Parganas referred to in the answer 
by the Hon'ble Mr. Cow.ry to question No. XLILI (unstarred) aske 1 by the 
Hon'ble Banu Axi. Canpra Darra at the Council meeting of the 19th 
February, 1918, 


- The attention of the Government has been drawn to an article in th® 
issue of the Amrita Bazar Parttka, dated the 23rd November 1917, headed 
“Why Responsible Governmént is wanted’ which made certain statements 
about the drainage of the Ghooni and Jattragachi Bhoels in the 24-Paxganas. 
The statements made were :— 


“(1) That previous to the construction of the Kristopur Canal, the 
bheels drained easily through two natural channels and that the whole area 
of the bheel yielded a luxuriant paddy crops. 


(2) That as a result of the construction of the Kristopur Canal this 
bheol tract has been rendered useless as the free flow of water has been 
stopped by this Canal. 


(8) [bat the Canal has been constructed by Government to derive an 
income of about a lakh of rupees per year and the Government was not 
justified in creating this new source of income without making provision for 
free passage of accumulated water. 


(4) That the Executive Engineer, Vireular and Eastern Canals Division, 
in his letter No. 5465 of the 18th September 1914, suggeste1 that works for 
the improvement of drainage of these bheel areas should be paid for by the 
parties benefited, but the article raised the question whether they should :pay 
ite Th or the Government which. is reaping a splendid income from the 

anal. 


These-allegations contain certain misstatements. In the first’ place it is 
not a fact that the Kristopur Canal was constructed without making adequate 
provision for draining the areas intercepted by this Canal. - This area in the 
Jattragachi Bheel was water-logged before the Canalywas constructed. The 
atrangement je that‘all the draimage water of intercepted areas including the 
bheels in question~is received through sluices into the canal which in its turn 
is drained by sluices cofstructed ‘at. Thakurdari-on the Paran Ghaprasi’s 
Khal ; the drainage is also effected by sluices va Harwa Gong at Kulti. 


Mr, Burton's 
case. 


* Mr, Burton 


aud a 
Bub-Lnspector, 
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Questions and Answers. 


The level at which the Canal water is maintained is 6 feet above mean sea 
level. The level in the bheel in March 1906, previous tothe construction of 
the Canal, was however 8 feet higher. The drainage of the, bheels has 
therefore been improved since the construction of the Canal, and this was 
stated inthe first’ portion of the same letter, addressed by the Executive 
Engineer to the Collector of the district, to which the writer of the article 

ars to have had access. The bheels were in 1906 under water toa much 
higher level than now ; and as that water was saline, a larger area was then 
unfit for cultivation. ~ = . 

Tt is also not a fact that the Canal provides an extra income of one Jakh 
of rupees per year. On the contrary, the income of Government is less now 
than it was before the Canal was constructed. ‘The prime object of the Canal 
was not to secure increased revenue, but to provide an alternative easy route 
for the boat traffic to and-from Eastern Districts in place of the Bidyadhari 
River route which was silting up. 


By the Hon’ble Banu Aut, Cuanpra Darra :— 


XLIV. (a) With reference to the damage suit brought by Babu Lalit 
Chandra Das against Mr. Burton, paperinen lent of Police, in the Munsiff’s 
Court at Balurghat, is it true that before instituting the suit, Lalit Bahu 
wired to the District Magistrate of Dinajpur and the Commissioner of the 
Rajshahi Division, praying for relief but neither of these officers took any 
notice of his complaint? 


(b) What action, if any, are the Government taking against Mr. Burtor: 
after the concurrent finding of two courts. 


‘Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“@) Babu Lalit Chandra las telegraphed to the District Magistrate 
of Dinajpur on the 22nd February and to the Commissioner on the 27th 
February, 1915, complaining of the damage and asking for an inquiry. 
The Commissioner asked the Magistrate for a report, which was received 
on the 17th March. As the notice of the civil suit had been served on the 
15th March, it was decided, on legal advice, to await the suit. 


(b) Government do not propose to take any action.” 


By the Hon'ble Basu Axurt Cuanpra Darra :— 


© XLV. (a) Is it true that Satish Chandra Das, brother of the said 
Lalit Chandra Das, who was sub-inspector of police in the Dinajpur 
district, was degraded to a head constable and _ was reported for dismissal 
by Mr. Burton after the institution of the @amage suit referred to in 
question LI? ¢ 

() Is it true that the Deputy Inspector-General of Police of the Raj- 
shahi Range, after inquiry, recorded his finding that the sub-inspector, 
Satish Chandra Das, was tnnecessarily harassed and persecuted, and rein- 
stated him with full pay in his former grade? 

(c) Is it true that the inquiry made by the Deputy Inspector-General of 
Police has satisfied the Government that Mr. Burton bas harassed and 
persecuted sub-inspector Satish Chandra Das, in consequence of the damage 
suit brought by his brother against Mr. Burton id 


(@) Have the Government taken any step to express their disappro-  _ 


bation of the conduct of Mr. Burton in this contiection?  - j 
(e) Tf so, what has been the step taken? Tf not, what action, if any, 
are the Government % on : 


CEST RTT RAAT = 
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Questions and Answers. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (a) and (6) Proceedings were drawn up in July, 1914, by Mr. Burton 
against sub-inspector Satish Chandra Das in respect peethin irregular- 
ities in the investigation of a case which the sub-inspector had reported as 
non-cognizable, but which was sent up under the orders of the Magistrate 

» and ended in conviction. There was great delay in completing the pioceed- 
ings against the sub-in r, owing to the fact that both he and other 
officers concerned had transferred, from the district. In February, 
1915, Mr. Burton visited Porsha thana for the pi se of enquiring into cer- 
ier matters relating to the conduct of the sub-ins; ir, while in 

rge of the police-station. The breaking down of the fence which had 
been erected by the sub-inspector’s brother outsides the thana took p.ace on 
the 18th February. On the 4th ‘h, Mr. Burton recorded an order find- 
ing the sub-inspector guilty of the charges in respéct of which the proceed- 
ings had been drawn pup and recommending his discharge from force 
on the ground of general untrustworthiness and dishonesty in acquiring land 
within his jurisdiction in the name of his brother. These proceedings were 
submitted to the Deputy I tor-General on the same day. The Deputy 
Inspector-General returned the papers to Mr. Burton, directing him to quote 
specifie instances of conduct on the part of the sub-ins; x which could 
be reasonably considered gs dishonest... On the 10th May, Mr. Burton passed 
final orders in the case relating to the proceedings which had been drawn up 
in July, 1914, directing that the sub-inspector should be degraded to the 
rank of head constable for one year. On the 11th te Ben submitted a 








report on the ral charges, in which he asked ‘the nity Inspector- 4d 
General to deal with the matter himself, as any order passed by Mr. Burton : 
might be looked upon as a. biassed finding. ‘After further enquiries, the 
Deputy Inspector-General, Mr, Kemp, in October, 1915, submitted a report 
to the Inspector-General of Police, recommending the dismissal of the sub- 


inspector. The Inspector-General of Police thereupon directed Mr. Hutch- » 
inson, who had meanwhile succeeded Mr. Kemp as Deputy Inspector-General, ] 
to enquire further into the matter. Mr. Hutchinson found no ground for , q 


proceeding further with the case, recorded his opinion ‘that the sub-inspector | 
had been most unnecessarily harassed and directed that he should be rein- 4 
stated in his original grade with effect from the date of his degradation. 


c) There is no reason to conclude that Mr. Burton’s action was due to 
the suit brought: the sub-inspector’s brother. The original 
proceeding on which the sub-inspector was degraded were started in July, 
1914, seven months before the incident which gave rise to the dai suit and 
Mr. Burton's finding was recorded on the 4th March, 1915, twelve days before 
the notice of the suit Was served on him. Moreover, Mr. Burton's inquiries 
into the all improper acquisition of land by the sub-inspector were ini- 

. tiated in February, 1915, and after the institution of the suit, Mr. Burton 
requested the Deputy Inspector-General to deal with the matter himself. - 


-(@) and (¢) Government have expressed their disapproval ‘of the manner 
in which the origiyal proceedings were handled by Mr. Burton.” 





By the Hon'ble Basu Axum, Cuanpra Darra :— 


XLVI. (a) Is ita fact thatdétenv Phanindra Nath Sett was arrested The cae of a 
on the Ist July, 1916, and placed in a solitary cell at Dullunda House from ree a 
the 2nd July to the 12th July, 1916? t 


“ (6) Is it a fact that he was thereafter kept in a solitary cell in the 7 

Ree all Pesan tas! Boy . : 

~ (ce) Is it a fact that during all this time several police officers induced 
nn fF a and otherwise to admit what they bel fe had already been 
prov by some alleged revolutionaries, but that < not do so? 
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Questions and’ Auswers, 


(d) Is it a fact that after about a month’s detention in a solitary ceil in 
the Presidency Jail, a police officer came there one day and prop to take 
him to the Kyd Street: police-station? 

(e) Is it a fact that both he and the jail authorities objected to his being 
taken out of the jail as he had not yet had his evening meal? i 


(/)\Is it a fact that in spite of this objection he was taken to the Kyd 
Street police-station where he was beaten mercilessly? - © 


wy Ts it true that besides the assault committed on him nothing more 
was doneor said in the Kyd Street police-station t 


"_ (h) Is it true that after one hour's stay in the solitary cell in’ the said 
police-station he was again brought to the Presidency Jail and had to go 
without a meal that night? * 


(x) Is it a fact that early next morning he was again taken out of the 
jail to some police office where he was. subjected to all sorts of abuses and 
indignity at the hands of several police officers # 


‘ (j) Is it a fact that he repeatedly requested them ‘to formulate their 


charges against him in writing on a sheet on which he could write down 
his answers, but that this was not done? - 


(k) Is it true that when his’ statements were on that occasion taken 
down by a police officer, he asked him to read out what had been written, but 
this was not done and his signature was not taken ! 


(2) Is it true that he was again taken to the Presidency Jail at 11-40 a.m. 
oe the morning meal had been served out and that he got nothing to eat 
‘till 4 pam. 


(m) Is it a fact that he had to go without food for a period of 27 hours? © 
(x) When was he removed from the Presidency Jail? In what place or 
places was he kept, till the 2nd February, 1917? : 


(0) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they are consider: 
ing the desirability of formulating charges against Phanindra Nath Sett in 
writing and of taking such statements from him as he may choose to make in 
answer thereto ! : 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :-— : 


“ Phanindra Nath Sett was arrested on the 1st July, 1916, under section 
54, Criminal Procedure Code, and kept in police,custody until the 12th July, 
1916. «He was then discharged and arrested under Rule 12 A of the Defence 
of India Rules and committed to custody in the Presidency Jail until the 9th 
August, when orders were passed interning him at Dullanda House. On the 
18th November, 1916, he was transferred to Ahmadpur in the Birbhum 
district. On the 29th January, 1917, he was transferred to his father’s house 
in Calcutta, where he is still domiciled.’ During the time he was at the 
Presidency Jail he was om one occasion taken out for,examination but no 
statement was recorded; there is no foundation for thé allegation that he 
was kept without food, Although the charges were communicated to Phan- 
indra Nath Sett and his be eames taken, no written charges were formu- 
pied as this was not then the custom; orders have been given that this shall 

lone now. ° 3 


_ Although the détenu and his relatives have been in constant communi- 
cation with the officers of Government, and the détenu has been in home 
‘domicile in Calcutta, np complaint or suggestion has ever been made till now 
to any officer of Government that Phanindra Nath Sett was | threatened, 

- beaten mercilessly or subjected to all sorts of abuses and indignity at the 
hands of police officers. After a lapse of some 18 months the man has made 
allegations of Se ¢ and an inquiry into them will now be held.” 


\ 


2 S wee 
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Questions and) Answers, 


By the Hon'ble Basu Axnit Cuanpra Datta :— 





mer ines ne . \ 

‘XLVII. (a) With reference to the statements made. under section V of Seti ‘eat tha 
the Police Administration Report of 1916 to the effect that “ A good deal of Tales 4 
eloquence has on been expended on the subject of increased expenditure Administration — 
on the Police,” will the Government be pleased to state whether they are in BePert- 
aposition to repudiate the suggestion that the statement has reference to 
certain discussions by non-official members in this Council in connection with 
the last Budget ? “ 


‘ 

, (b) Will the Government bé pleased to state whether before answering Ber 
the unstarred question No. XVIII at the last meeting of the Council, they J 
inquired of the author of the Report whether the suggestion made in that : 
question was true in point of fact? 


(c) Are the Government aware that the statement quoted above has 
embittered the feelings of the non-official members? 


(2) Will the Government be pleased to consider the desirability ot 
issuing instructions to Heads of Departments not tomake any disparaging 
remarks in Administration Reports about discussions in-this Council ¢ 








Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (@) Government have nothing to add to the reply which was given to the 
question put by the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. on this subject 
at the last meeting of the Council. . 


(b) It is a matter of common knowledge that the expenditure on the © 
police during recent years has been widely disoussed. No such specific 
inquiry was, therefore, deemed to be necessary. 


(c) Government have observed that certain members of this Council have 
taken umbrage at the remark, but they can see nothing in it justifying such 
strong feeling as is implied in the question. 


(d) Government do not consider it necessary to issue any such instruc- 
tions.” ay 


By the Hon'ble Basu Axnit Cuanpra Darra :— 


bs Y, ° 
XLVIII. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement froome-tax in 

giving separately the following particulars about income-tax with respect to Tippera 
the Brahmanbaria, Chandpur and Sadar subdivisions of the district of 
Tippera :— 

(i) the final demand for each of the years 1914-15, 1915 16 and 

,. ., 1916-17; ’ “ 
(iz) the original demand for 1917-18; 


(iii) the final number of assessees for each of the years 1914-15, 
1915-16 and 1916-17; 


(iv) the original number of assessees for the year 1917-18; and 


(c) the number of objections to the original demand for the year 
1917-18 instituted before the Distritt Officers? ~ 


. 
Answer by the, Hon'ble Mr. Donaup :— ; y 


“A statement giving the information is laid , table.” 


fie a : ere en 
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. Questions and Answers. , 


5 Statemont giving separately the following particulars regarding income-tax 
in respect of the Sadar, Brahmanbaria and Chandpur subdivisions; 
district Tippera, 
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By the Hon'ble Basu Axatt, Cuanpra’ Datra :— 

sy en, i XLIX. @ Is it a fact that a new subdivision will shortly be started 

n for vag 7 ‘ 
‘Tippera. in the district of Tippera? 
e (b) If so, when and where? 


(c) Will the Government be pleased to state the reasons which have led 
them to start a new subdivision during the financial stress caused by the 
war? “ , 


4 e (d) Will the Government be pleased to state what the probable initial 

f cost would :be for starting the proposed subdivision? Has any estimate of 
such costs been made! If so, will the Government be'pleased to lay the 
same on the table? 


@) Will the Government be pleased to state what additional annual 
) expenditure the new subdivision will place on the public funds? 


(f) If no final decision has as yet been arrived at, will the Government 
be pleased to state whether they have considered the advisability of post~ 
poning this heavy expenditure during the pendeney of the war in view of the 
declared policy of the Government on the subject of new expenditure 4 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— ‘ 


(a) (b) and (ce) Proposals for the creation of a new subdivision in 
the district of Tippera are at present/under consideration. A memorandum 
inviting public opinion on the scheme will shortly be published, The object 
of the scheme ds to relieve the Sadar and Brahmanbaria subdivisions which 
are unduly onerous charges. It is impossible to say ab present when the 
scheme will be carried out. 


(4) and (¢) Estimates of the cost are being drawn up but are incomplete. 


$ (f) The financial position will be carefully considered before the date 
for giving effect to any scheme is decided.” - 


i 





By the Hon'ble Basu Axutt CHANDRA Darra — 


Manufacture of — -L,, (a) Will the “Government be pleased to state the different’ 
ae bets ogres methods of preparing salt in Bengal, and the cost.at which salt 
“a : can be manufactured per hundred maunds according to each of those: 


methods ¢ ( mran ici x 


the desirability “of " 
rei tracts in Bengal and o! 
ie can ‘be manufactured in Bengal? 


‘inst, . under which salt is educed by boiling brine which has- 
5s “rege filtration from salt earth. ns . 
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medical practitioners who had passed from the non-recognised medical Rae 
before the p: -of the Merton nce 34. 1914, and who could not pass the 
final Esti fxamination of the State Medical Faculty within the period 


grace for oscars or other ? 
(b) Ai ‘Government considering the desirability of extending 
aoe ¢ and ging them enter hance of appeneog theta 
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Anewer by the Hon'ble Mn. oO" Mauuay: — i 
Fe @ Bo. 
mayb) No. 

oh and (d) These questions do not arise.” 


‘Hon'ble Mavtvi A. BK: hora U1-HAQ : — 


“Ut. © (a) Will the Guveriment be pleased to state in detail, thes 
of the pate to establish a Muhammadan Arts College in Calcutta and 
on the table all papers in thi mection ? 9 


® Will the Governmen leased to state what steps oe 
en, or are in contemplation, for the establishment of a M 


riCol in Caleutta?,_ 

(c) Will the Government eet to state ‘the total Yank of 
Muhammadan students who were on the rolls on the various Arts coe in 
Caloutta.on the Sst canierye inet : 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mx. 0" Maui Ba Pred 


(a) and aloe A scheme for the establishment of a Mbarinadan in : 
at Calcutta has been p but is in abeyance, both 
uired for its establishment are not at, present cettanle and and also 

it is considered desirable not to proceed wi with the scheme until the one 


7 ity Commission has submitted its report, and orders bre eee : 
its recommendations. > 

“Government are not prepared to la; on the, table’ all. the papers 
connection with archi wohetbe orto give a detailed history of it h 
: being made and information ee ied to 
we Eee eained Be ie peRaron on 


; By'the Hon'ble Mauuvz ALK. Bazi-t-Haa = 








by the Hon'ble Mn. Kerr; 


“ (i) The attention of the Hon’ble Member is invited to the answer given y 
the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley to question No. XLII at the Council meeting of | 
, 20th November, 1917. “No measures to prevent erosion are contemplated. 


_ (@@t) An area of 75 bighas has been acquired at Sonapur, half a mile 
rom the Noakhali railway station, and if the erosion should continue to such 
’ an extent as to place any of the seating buildings in imminent danger, tem- 
vies at buildings will be erected on the Sonapur sits, as necessity arises. 

ernment, have not yet come to any conclusion as to the action to be taken 
‘in the event of the town of N i being completely diluviat-d, as it is 
that this contingency will not arise, at any rate for some years, while 
it might possibly not occur at all. . 
f (a The measures now epanihirs were the result of a full pee made 

_ by the Commissioner, who visited a number of places in the district and ascer- 

’ tained the views of the public and the persons mainh concerned. . 
Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler also visited the district in Ju y last and received 
 deputations at Noakhali and Feni. In the event of further erosion render- 

a complete evacuation of Noakhali necessary, opp rtunities will be 
afacdea to the public for expressing their views regarding the steps then 
) to be taken. ; 

‘ (ix) It is not thought desirable to publish the correspondence between 

Government and their officers. If further information is desired on any point 

‘its supply will be considered.” : : 



































By the Hon’ble Mauuvi A. K. Fazi-vi-Hag :— 


LV. With regard to the answer to question (unstarred) rery 
No. II 2) ut by the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali at the meeting of the 
Council held on the 22nd January, 1918, will the Government be pleased to 
state on what ds is it urged that the kutcha house is “in no way 
unsatisfactory’ as a boarding house for Muhammadan students 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, O’Mattey :—’ 


4 . “ The answer cited by the Hon'ble Member Urged no plea, butereferred 
_ to areport. The house was for man’ ee the Hindu hostel of the college 
and is kept in repair by the Public Works Department.” id 





By the Hon’ble Maurv1 A. K. Fazt-ur-Haq :— M 
LVL. Will the Government be pleased— F  xtamlon 
(i) to state the total number of officers in the Judicial Service who are| Jada! 
"on extension; 5 ;. uF 
(it) to state on what grounds the extensions have been granted, and 
aia how often in each case; : 
(iii) to state whether they have decided to grant, extensions to other 
se rer also; and if so,'to how many,and for what reasons; 
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‘Government of Bengal, 


‘To—All Commissioners of Divisions. 


Circular No. 3386 A., dated Caleutia, the 20th April 1914, referred to by the 
Hon'ble Mr. Kerr in his answer to. question No. LVII (unsiarred) asked 
by the Hon'ble Mauivi A. K, Fazt-mi-Hag at the 
19th February, 1918. . { 


From—J. G. Cummina, Exq., CLR, tA oe Chief Secretary to ine ks | 


Council meeting of the 


‘Tne Governor in Council has had under: his consideration the question 
of the co-ordination of the orders in force in the Presidency on the subject 


of the employment of Muhammadans in ministerial ay 
The policy ‘of the Government of India 


2. 


ippointments. 
peanaiaes appointments, 


which lie in the hands of the Local Governments, the High Courts or local 
officers, was enunciated in the Resolution of the Home Department, dated the 


1th July 1885, 


which the following passage octurs :— ; 
“Phe Governor-General in Council desires that, in those provinces where Maham- 

“ madang do not receive their fall share of State employment, the Local Governments and 
High Couris will endeavour to redress this inequality as opportunity offers and will 
om ‘Aperem apo enbordinaté officers the'importance of attending’ to this in, their gelection 
candidates for appointments of the class referred to. The subject of the extent to 





published in the Gazette 


of India of the 18th July 1885, in 


which Mubammadans are. employed in offices under Government might usefully be > 


noticed in the annual reports of provincial administration.” 


Attention was invited in. the same Resolution to the fact that the numeri- 


cal inferiority. of Muham 


fans in ‘the public offices was very marked in 


Bengal. Orders have beon issued from time to time by the Governments of 
Western and Eastern Bengal, emphasizing the importance of giving effect 

» tothe policy of the Government of India as indicated in the above Resolution, 
prescribing statistical returns to show the. progress made and reminding local 
officers of the importance of the subject. Recent statisties obtained from local 
officers, however, show that the progress attained in this direction so far has not 
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_ borne by the Muhammadan population literate in Engl: 
of persons literate in English. While it is not intended that M@hammadans: 
ae be admitted to the public service when their educational qualifications 

ll short of the standards that have already been fixed for admission to that 
‘Servite, it has. to be remembered that literacy is not the only. important , 


been very marked. It will 
observed from the 
figures noted in the © 
margin for offices sub- 
ordinate to'the Divisional 
Commissioners in Eastern 
Bengal that the propor-. 
tion of Muhammadans in» 
aoe Hee still falls. 
low the percent: 
lish to the total rapilatien in 
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is k 
offices of the Secretariat and of Heads of spa ream: - After” 
consideration of all the circumstances, His Exeel nya Council thinks that, 
under present conditions, one-third would be a fair share of the ministerial 
aba ce which should be held by. Muhammiadans in the offices inthe 

acca, Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions excluding the Darjeeling ti, 
and in the Prosik ney Division. In the other districts of the Presidency the 
__ proportion should correspond approximately to the percentage of the population 

represented by Muhammadans. His Excellency in Council desires that — 

officers empowered to make appointments should make special efforts to attain 

to this standard, and that until the prescribed proportion has been reached, 
thay should not reject a Muhammadan candidate, - if qualified, in favour of a+ 
* Hindu candidate merely because the latter has superior qualifications. 

Failure to comply with these instructions in respect of appointments, mado. 

should be especially explained in- the annual statement, prescribed in 

paragraph 4 of this circular. ’ 7 ‘ 

"3 hero are reasons to believe ‘that the paucity of Muhammadan 
candidates has often been due to the fact that vacancies are not properly » 
advertised. Accordingly I am to invite atténtion to the standing orders 

contained in rule, 1, Appendix B, at page 78 of the Board’s Rules, 1910— 

(¢, also corresponding rule 1, Appendix B, at page 83 of the Board's Roles, 

1902, applicable to the districts in Eastern Bengal), which direct that when~ 

ever a permanent vacancy occurs or js aboat to occur in a paid appointment, 

‘a notice of tho fact shall be suspended in some prominent place in the 

office, and a date, which shall not be less than 15 days after the issue of the 

notice, shall be fixed for filling up the vacancy. His Excellency in Council 
dosires that heads. of, offices should scrupulously follow. this rule and should 
supploment this procedure,/ when necessary, by invoking the assistance of 
recognized Muhammadan associations to secure qualified candidates. It is 
hoped that, as the number of qualified Mubammadan youths increases every _ 
year, it will not be difficult to obtain suitable candidates ; if only staps are taken, 
to ensure that timely information of the existence of. vacanoies reaches those 
interested. The Governor in Council is confident that, with the co-operation, 
"of his officers and by the adoption of the measures indicated, a distinct 
and. steady: advance will be maintained in the matter of employment of 
‘Muhammadans. ™ : i‘ . 
4. Lastly, for statistical purposes, it is important, to secure a. uniformity 
in the form of returns furnished to Government by local officers, regarding 
tho employment of Muhammadans, in place of the different forms which have - 
hitherto been in use in Eastern and Western Bengal. The Governor in 
il accordingly directs all officers concerned to furnish tho prese! 
sr ies comme) with the current official year in the form. 
this cireular This form will supersede all the forms hitherto m us 8 
returns should reach Government not later than the Ist of hove followi ng 
the Ese de which they oe with ss prvireve-pieand thy r i s 
natives of th® province preseri e late Government of Bastern 
and Assam a oe be furnished in future. ~ M 3 

























Letter referred to bu the Hon'ble Mx. Ki 
No. LVIL (unstarred) asked by the Hon’ 
© the Council meeting of the ‘ohh February, 



















statistics in the prescribed form appended to the letter commencing with the current 
official year. It isnot necessary, however, that column 14 of the form should be filled in 
by you. The statistics should reach Government not later than the Ist of July following 
the year to which they relate, I am to add that this form will supersede all the forms 
hitherto in use, and that the return regarding the empjoyment of natives of the province, 
which’ was prescribed by the Government ‘of Eastern Bengal and ‘Assam, need not be 
furnished in fature. 


By the Hon'ble Mauiy1 A. K, Fazi-vt-Hag:— 


LVIII. (@ With em to the answer given to question No. XLV at Ministerial 
the i 


eld on the 22nd January, 1918, will the. Govern- sppointments 


of the Couneil 
stant heptane to state what control Government possess over the appoint- oh 
ment and dismissal of ministerial officers in Civil Courts? 
(b) If there be absolutely no control, what we are the Government 


contemplating to secure a proper representation o: 
ministerial posts in Civil Courts? i 


" Anewer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— : - 


Muhammadans in the 


“{(@) The Hon'ble Member is referred to section 30° of the Bengal, Agra 


_and Assam Civil Courts Act, 1887. 


(d) The orders issued by Government ‘regarding the bo naadaoe of 


Muhammadans to ministerial posts_in executive offices have, wi 


the approval 


of the High Court, been communicated to District Judges who have thus 
heen made aware of the policy of Government in the matter,” 


By the Hon'ble Mavivr A. 
LIX. (@ With reference to the answer gi 


K. Fazt-ut-Haq — 


No, LXI (unstarred) at the meeting of the Council held on the 28nd January, collecting 
1918, will the Government be pleased to state the procedure that was adopted Council 
“in order to collect information for answering my question No. XLV questions. 


(unstarred) on that date? 


_ *>~(b). Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table all the papers 
- containing the correspondence that passed between the Government and the 
District Judge in connection with the answer that was iat by Govern- 


ment to my ee No. XLV at the meeting of the 


January, 19 x 


‘ouncil on the 22nd 


: () ‘Will the Government be pleased to answer my question No. wien 


if 0) (unstarred) 





of the 22nd January, which has been 


Bite (d) Was any attempt made to Nace statements made by the officer who 
had apparently acted in contrayention of a Government circular, or were his 


~ statements taken ont trust ? 
es "e x 


Je 






Answer by tho Hon'ble Ma. Kenn — re 
@) Inquiries were made from the District Judge. : 
(b) Government. are not prepared to lay the correspondence on the table. 
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1 The Bengal (Aliens) Disqualification Bill, 1918. 
Si 8. P. Sinha; Babu Ambica Charan Majumitdr. 
é LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEMS Nos. 2 AND 3. 


THE BENGAL (ALIENS) DISQUALIFICATION 
BILL, 1918. 


The Hon'ble Sir S. P. Sinha presented the report of the Select 
Committee on the Bengal (Aliens) Disqualification Bill, 1918, and moved that 
the said report be taken into consideration. : 

The motion was put and-agreed to. © 

The Hon'ble Sir 8. P. Sinha also moved that the clauses of the Bill be 
considered for settlement in the form recommended by the Select 
Committee. 


The motion was put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 4. 


The Hon’ble Banu Ampica Cuaran Masumpar moved that for the word 
“Native”, in line 2 of clause 2 of the Bill, the word “ Indian? be sibsti* 
tuted. 

He said :— ee 

“My Lord it may be pootically true that there is nothing good or bad 
but thinking makes itso; but so long as there isa human mind moved by 
human feelings and sentiments thinking often. becomes unavoidable. The 
word ‘native”as used by Europvans in this country has come in as'a word 
of-contempt. (A voice cried ‘ No’). You may say ‘ No’ but weare the people 
who feel and you are the people Who use it. No doubt, my Lord, we are as 
much natives of India as Englishmen are the natives of England ; but I donot 
suppose that any man, either a Frenchman, a German or a Russian domiciled 
or naturalized in England would ever venture to call an Englishman a native. 

‘articularly in the case of the Indian Princes they have rendered signal 
services in the present crisis and I do notsee why we should use the word 
native’ instead of ‘Indian’ to designate them. The local Government of 
another province has set a very good example by discouraging the use of this 
word in any official paper or document, and I think the Bengal Government 
have eyerytlring to gain and nothing tolose by similarly discouraging this term. 
Besides, my Lord, the word ‘India’ in this Act has been detined not only to 
mean British India but. also the territories of our allied Princes, so. in the 
fitness of things, the word ‘Indian’ should be substituted for the word 

native.” 


The Hon'ble Sir 8. P. Suvma, said :— 


“Om behalf of Government; 1 accept the amendment proposed by my - 
Hoh'ble friend. Ido not think that the uge of the word ‘native’ in Acts 
of the Legislature earries any sense of contempt with it, but atthe same time 
1 think that there’ js considerable force in what the Hon’blo Member has 
‘urged with regard to the use that is sometimos made ofthe word, und in 
. deference to what I cannot help thinking is a very common and almost univer- 
viene the Government accepts the suggestion made ‘by the Hon'ble 
a Mem! 1 < 


The motion was put and agreed to. 
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The Bengal (Aliens) Disgtalification Bill, 1918, 
Babu Ambiea Charan Majumdar ; Sir S. P, Sinha: 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 5. 


F cay se ‘ 
The Hon’ble’Banu Ampica Cuaran Masumpar was to have moved ‘that 
» after the words “In this Act”, in line 1 of clause 2of the Bill, the brackets 
and figure “(7)” be inserted, and that the following be added, namely :— 
“(@) British: subject. means any of'/ His! /Majesty’s Saiatiiral-born, 
domiciled or naturalized subjects in India or in the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland”, ‘ 


He said :— 


“Upon mature consideration I have come to ‘the conclusion that’ this 
amendment ought not to be moved at the present. stage and so) L.ask’ your 
Excellency's permiagion to withdraw it. 


The motion was then, by: leave’ of the Prégident, withdrawn. 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 6. 


The Hon'ble Basu AmsicA Caaran Magumpar moved that after the 
word “ Vice-Chairman”, in line 12 of clause ’3 of the Bill, the words “or 
Engineer or Health Officer”, be inserted. i 4 


He said ‘ { avon 


“Under clause 3 of the Bill there are certain appointments which have 
been mentioned ag being withheld from the aliens, They are the Chairman, 
the Deputy Chairman, the Vice-Obairman ; the two posts of Engineer and 
‘Health Officer particularly of Caleutta and Howrah are also very important 
appointments and Ido not think that they are in any way less important than 
those of the Deputy Chairman and Vice-Chairman. 1, therefore, propose 
that the~ words.‘ Engineer’ ory‘ Health Officer’ be also inserted after “the 
word * Vice-Chairman ’.” ‘ { i 


* Phe Hon'ble Sir 8, P, Sima said -— 


“Sir, this particular point was considered. very carefully in the Select 
Committee and it was unanimously decided that we should not add these tw 
particular officers, and the reason is this: what the Bill does’ is 0 preclude 
aliens, the meaning of which is well known, from, first of all, taking part in 
‘the elections and secondly. front being olected themselyes. But it goes further 
than that because it disqualifies aliens from holding executive offiee of the 

rticular description mentioned, namely, Chairman and Vice-Chairman, So 
fet as these officers are concerned they become members of the body ,over 
which they ‘preside or practically preside, and there is a large amount of 
discretion which’is vested by the statutes regulating local bodies in these 
offices. The same cannot be said with regard to officers of the deseription 
mentioned in the amendment, such as the Engineer or the Health Officer ; and 
the sense of the Select Committee was that it would be best to leave jt to the 
discretion of the Municipality, the Local Board ‘or the District Board ai 
whether they would have an alien for the purpose of carrying out the d ie 
of an Engineer or Health Officer. , It does not restriet them in their choice and 
Thave no doubt that if officers were available for these particular posts who 
are British subjects and not aliens, the. local bodies concerned would. give 
preference to British subjects, but we donot think that it will serve any 
ne torestrict the discretion of the local bodies im making their 
cases of officers who donut dictate the policy but carry out orders iistaealee: 

~ Under these circumstances I would ask my Hon'ble friend if it wou ‘serve 
Any useful purpose to put these two additional officers in the section 
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The Bengal ( Aliens). Disqualification Bill, 1918 ; The Serampore College 
Bill, 1918 


Str 8. P. Sinha ; Babu Ambica Charan Majumdar. ‘ 


The Hon'ble Basu Amprca Cxaran Masumpar said :— 


“After the clear expression of opinion of the Hon'ble Member in charge, 
I do not press the amendment,” 


The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 8. 


The Hon'ble Sir 8: P. Sinhamoved that the Bill, as settled in Council, be 
passed. 5 § 


“The motion was put and agreed to, 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM NO. 9. 


THE SERAMPORE COLLEGE BILL, 1918. 


The Hon'ble Sir 8. P. Sina moved that the Serainpore College ' 
Bill, 1918, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon'ble 
‘Mr. Wordsworth, the Hon’ble Dr. Deba* Prasad Sarbadhikari, the Hon'ble 
Dr. Howells and the Mover with instructions to circulate their report in time 
o “sg consideration in Council at the meeting to be held on the 13th ‘March 

18. 


He said :— 


“As the Bill was introduced in a very clear speech by the Hon'ble 
Mr. O'Malley at the last meeting of the Council Ido not think that there is 
Any. necossity for me to say anything on this occasion with regard tothe 
provisions of the Bill.” ih 3 


The Hon'ble Banu Amurca Cuaran Mayumpar said :-— 


“My Lord, the Serampore College is one of the oldest, if not the oldest, 
college in Bengal. It carries back our'memory to the days of William Qarey, 
Joshua Marshman and John Clark Marshman who were the pioneers not only 
of missionary enterprise but also of education in this country. It is, therefore, 
not without some’fecling of rogret that I find myself constrained to partially 
‘oppose this measure. The Serampore College, as the Hon'ble Meribors are 
aware, was established in the year1818 when Serampore was Danish territory. 
Tn 1827, His Majesty King Frederick VI of Denmark granted a Charter to the 
college empowering it to confer degrees upon, its students. Eighteen years 
‘passed away and the collége authorities did not actually take power to ¢onfer 
those degrees. ‘Then, in 1845, Serampore was transferred to tho British 
Government by a Treaty. In 1858 a University was estabtished under a 
Royal Charter in Calcutta and the Serampore College was duly affiliated to ’ 
that University enjoying a handsomé grant from Government for its 
muiitenance and the Charter rights of 1827 wore waived. Now it is 

roposed to invoke the authority of this Charter after a lapse of nearly 
three-quarters of a ventury to establish anew University at the mill town of. 
Serampore almost opposite this University town of Calcutta, Before anything 
‘else T would like to’ know what has happoned since 1845, which has led to the 
sudden resurrection of this long-forgotten ‘Treaty for the establishment of a 


_-now University thére, My Lord, T have’ not the objection to the college 





thorities of Serampore being empowered to grant theological degrees, This 
attor which is entirely between the Serampore College on one side and 
Seottish Churches, the St, Paul's Cathedral Mission, the St. Xavier's and 
on the other. If this differential treatment will not 
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involved in, the Bill authorizing the Council of the college to grant degrees 
in branches. of knowledge and science other than theology is objectionable. 
I have no doubt. the Select Committee will consider this part of the Bill with 
great care. There is one matter to which I would invite the attention of 
the Council and it is this: The Treaty of which I do not find a copy in the 
papers cireulated—I may have missed it, of 1845, which imposes upon the 
Government of India certain duties .and liabilities, as 1 have said, has not 
been placed before. us, but I find inthe Statement of Objects and Reasons 
a sammary of the rights .and immunities which the ‘l'reaty granted to 
the College. And the summary goes on to say that. it was laid down 
in thé Treaty of Purchase that the. rights and immunities granted to the 
college by the Charter should not be interfered with, but should remain 
in force in the same manner as if they had been obtained by a Charter from 
the British Government subject to the general law of British India No 
doubt the language of the Charter is perhaps wide enough to authorzie the 
Council of the Serampore College to grant degrees in other branches of 
knowledge and science than theology, because the Charter in somewhat quaint 
language speaks of the power of conferring upon the students of the college, 
Native Christians as well as others, degrees of rank and honour according to 
their proficiency in as ample a manner as any other college. The Serampore 
College, the Charter goes on to say, shall only. have the power of conferring 
such degrees to the students that testify their proficiency in science. With- 
out criticising and without trying to understand the exact scope of the 
powor granted in the Charter, it is clear from the summary of the provisions 
of the Treaty which is placed before us that all these rights and imumunities 
are to be subject to the general law of British India, and I take it that one 
of the laws in force in British India is what is contained in the Universities 
_Act; which contemplates the grant of degrees only by bodies constituted under 
that Act. It would, therefore, be no infringement, it seems to me, subject 
to what the law officers of Government say, of the rights preserved by the 
Treaty to hold that the Serampore College Council should not have the power 
of conferring degrees in every branch of science and knowledge, and it seems 
to me'that to convert the Serampore College into a University which would 
be competent to grant degrees in all branches of Arts and Science would be 
to give it the power which would not only interfere with the proper jurisdic- 
tion of the Calcutta University but with the proper discharge of the func- 
tions of other colleges in this province. At any rate there are somo colleges 
close by which are likely to be very seriously ahected if such a power wore 
granted. Lleave this matter to the law officers of Government, and if we are 
not bound by the Treaty to authorize the College Council of the Serampore 
College to grant powers of conferring degrees in all different departments of 
Science and Arts, I should think that their-power of granting degrees should 
be confined to theological ‘subjects. As regards these the remarks that IT 
haye made ‘about the impropriety of the conferring of the general power would 
not apply.” 


Tho Hon'ble Dr. Howes said — 


“My Lord, it seems to me that by tar the greater part of what the first 
speaker said and a very considerable part of the speech of the second speaker 
can carry no conviction at all in view of the facts of the situation, The 
speakers from time to time spoke of certain Uuiversity powers proposed to 
be conferred on the Seramipore College. I see absolutely no meaning in any 
such remark. We possess certain powers and we gre receiving no new 
powers that we do not at present possess, powers at any rate of the nature 
referred to by the two speakers. The faets of the. situation are perfectly 
clear. They have already been set forth in this GCouneil. Certain powers 
were granted to the Serampore College by the Danish King in the year 1827 5 
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Serampore, as is well known, being at that time a Danish settlement. The 
founders of the college, though men of faith, were cautious men’and had the 
true interest of education at heart. Soon after the foundation of the 
college and the granting toit of University powers, there was a financial 
crisis in India of a very serious charaeter. It affected the great commercial 
firms and the finances of the college suffered considerably. It was, ‘therefore, 
due deference to sound educational ideals, the ideals of all educationalists as 
to what a University really is, that led’ the college authorities to the view 
that it would be unwise for the time being to exercise any, such powers: as 
they possessed. In addition “to the clause already referred to by my friend, 
Mr. Ray, there is a regulation which also has legal validity, equally with 
the Charter, as contained in the statutes drawn up by the Serampore 
authorities in the year 1833. Those regulations are given ii the Serampore 
College Bill, as circulated among the members of the Council. The regula- 
tion in question reads as follows :— 


“The first Council and their successors for ever being authorized by the 
Charter to confor such degrees of rank and honour as shall encourage learning. 
in the same manner as other Colleges and Universities, they shall from:time 
to time confer degrees in such branches of Knowledge and Science as tay 
be studied there, in the same manner as the Universities in Denmark, 
Germany and Great Britain. In doing this the Master and Couneil shall 
ad. libitum call in the aid of any or all the Professors of Serampore College.’ 


In the year 1845, after considerable pressure from time to time on the part 
of the British authorities who wished to purehase the settlement of Serampore, 
the Danish King yielded and agreed to the sale, but in connection with the sale 
one thing that had troubled him from time to time—you will get the facts 
related in the college reports and in the Lives and Times of Carey, Marshman 
and Ward by John Clark Marshman—as to the situatiou of Serampore College, 
provided the sale was effected, and wo finally agreed to the sale only after 
personally attending to the question of the rights of the college ; that was the 
reason of the clause already referred. to by the Hon'ble Mr. Ray, vis, 
to the effect that the rights and immunities granted to Serampore College by 
Royal Charter of February 1827, shall not be interfored with, but continue in 
force in the same manner as they had been granted in British India, subject 
tothe general law of British India. Now, Sir, here isa very definite Troaty with 
a Foreign Power—Denmark—a Treaty, solemnly entered into, confirming with- 
out a shadow, of doubt the University powers already conferred by the 
Danish Crown on the college. I am no lawyer, but ifaw has any meaning 
or any common sense in it, that is the only possible interpretation, and I never 
yet heard such. interpretation. questioned by anybody from lawyers of the 
highest eminence in this, country, Indian. and European, right upto the best 
lawyers of the Crown in Huglacd. The whole thing has ‘been under considera: 
tion for years and there has been only one interpretation of the facts of the 
case, viz., that. the Serampore College possesses these. powers, real University 

wers, Without any reference to any institutions of University rank that might 
ave arisen at a later time. This has been the vital issue. Now, I am aware 
that there may be difference of opinion regarding the character of Treaties and 
regarding the way in which Treaties otight to be observed. I judge, Sir, that 
if it had reference to a Treaty affecting any Indian Prince, an: rat ing 
back for many years in connection with any with any Indian State, joubt 
that the two speakers would without doubt claim that such ‘Treaty should be 
rigidly adhered to to he very ‘letter. ‘True, there are powers that eonsider 
Treaties, especially in relation fo powers that are weakér than ‘themselves 
as mere scraps of paper ; I trust, Sir, that the two speakers will not link 
thoiselves for a single. moment with the aspect that would regard solemn 
Treaties, * recognized ¢ legally valid, as mere ‘scraps of paper that exh 
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be torn up and repudiated. What I understand, what the civilized world 
understands by British faith, is manifest in the present attitude of the, British 
Government in recognizing, even though it may be inconvenient that there 
is something sacred in a Treaty, and certainly so far as we are concerned 
as a college we greatly appreciate the way in which the British Govern- 
ment, although looking upon. this as somewhat of an inconvenience, have 
regarded themselves as bound down by the law and by a ‘Treaty with a 
Foreign Power as a sacred pledge and international obligation. So far as 
theological degrees are concerned, no question has been raised ; we are in 
fact using the powers of the Charter already and have been using them for the 
past few years for the conferring of theological degrees. The way was made 
clear to us from one standpoint by the attitude of the last University Com- 
mission which declared that it would be unwise for the Indian Universities 
to contemplate the conferring of degress in theology. All we seek now is to 
broaden our foundations so as to secure closer co-operation with other 
Christian bodies besides the Baptists. 


Regarding the question of Arts degrees it must be recognized that 
the situation is not without its difficulties. Instead of Government conferring 
powers upon us, I think that if the Bill is carefully read, it will be reeognized 
that we are of our own free-will voluntarily limiting the exercise, at any rate, 
of our powers ; wo can, so far as the legal power is concerned, proceed to grant 
degrees even in Arts and Science or any other Faculiy at any time. But iff 
view of tht situation that has actually arisen, we have agreed, after con- 
sultation with the Government, to the insertion of clause 13 in the Bill; 
and I trast that the significance of our concession will be fully recognized. 
In view of the misunderstanding that there is already in existence on 
the subject, I would like to regd this clause of the Bill: 

+18, If at any ‘time, the Council shall intend to grant degrees in any 
branch or branches of Knowledge and Science other than Theology, such 
degrees shall be confined to students who shall have received regular 
instruction at the Serampore College ; and before the Uouncil proceeds to 
grant such degrees, it shall satisfy the Government as defined in section 2 (5) 
of the Indian Universities Act, 1904, in relation to the Calcutta University as 
to the adequacy—~— 

(1) of the establishment and equipment of the college ; 
a of the academic-standard to be maintained ; and 
(3) of the financial provision made therefor : 


Provided that the said Government on ceasing to be so, satisfied, may 
withdraw their approyal of the granting of such degrees.’ 

Now, this is a voluntary concession -on our part. It was made clear to 
us'that we ought not, unless we were ready for it, to be compelled to agree 
to this concession, and certainly anything beyond this we should not regard 
as fair or reasonable. But we feel “that our odueational ideals of what a 
University really means, was so clear and so sound that we had little or no 
hesitation in making this ‘concession referred to so far as the granting of 
Arts degrees. is concerned, it would be fatal and ruinous to our own interests 
to think of exercising this power, unless there is the most abundant 
justification for it. We are not in rivalry with the University of Calcutta. 
The University of Calcutta already recognizes that it is overwhelmingly 
large. If, at any time, circumstances should lead us in that direction and 
there should be adequate justification for it in the judgment vf those 
concerned, we retain the right to develop as an independent University. 
granting our own secujar degrees, and I am sure thal those who have the best 
mterests of education at, heart, would in no way oppose the objects we have 
in view, objects ich ave perfectly straightforward and perfectly open 
to the ¢riticiam of the Government andthe world.” 


) 
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The Hon'ble Dr. Dana Prassv Sarnapnixani said — 


“My Lord, at: the present momunt, I do not wish to say anything with 
regard to the principle or the details of the Bill, but thore is ono other 
matter which is necessary for me to place before the Hon'ble Member in 
charge and Your Excellency in connection with -the motion’ before the 
Council. The University of Calcutta have not yet been able to consider the 
matter fully. ‘The Bill was referred to the Faculty of Law of which the 
Hon’ble Babu Mabendra Nath Ray is a member. The Faculty has_ made its 
report and that report will come before the Senate for consideration on the 
9th March. If the report of the Select Committee is to come before the 
Council on the 13th’ March, the Select Committee will not have the opinion 
of the University before it. It would be an undoubted advantage for the 
Select Committee to have the opinion of the Faculty of Law as well as of 
the Senate when it is considering the measure.” mee 


The President said :— 


“Does the Hon'ble Member wish to move an amendment to that 
motion ?” 


Phe Hon'ble Dr. Desa Prasap Sarsapnixant said :— 
“T would leave it to the Hon’ble Member in charge.” 


The Hon'ble Sm S. P. Stywa said :— rig 

“My Lord, I regret that there should be any appearance of controversy 
with regard to this very harmless measure. I think that a great deal of the 
apprehension felt by my Hon'ble friends, Babu Ambica Charan Majumdar 
and Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, isydue to a misconception as to the object 
of this legislation, and I think also that my friend, the Hon'ble Dr. 
Howells, was somewhat unnecessarily warm (if he will allow me to say so) 
about any invasion of the rights of the Serampore College. It is undoubt- 
edly the fact that, the Serampore College at the present moment possesses 
the power of conferring degrees in Theology, in Arts, in Science; and in 
every other branch of knowledge and thiat they can do so without a reference 
either to the Government or to the University of Calcutta, because, although 
their rights are preserved subject to the general law of British India, 
thére is at present nothing ‘in’ that Jaw to restrict their undoubted and 
recognized right of vonferrmg deprées. They have. the power and iis 
also perfectly correct that this Bill proposes by virtue of that very provision 
to enact that the power which they possess should be subject to certain 
restrictions, ‘which do not exist! at the present moment, namely, that they 
should not eonéer these degrees without satisfying the Government ‘that 
their equipment for the purpose is adequate and sufficient. So far, therefore, 
from this Bil enlarging the .rights. of the Serampore college it is a 
measure enacted to restrict their» rights: and the college authorities have 
been reasonable enough to agree to such restrictions; because, while they feel 
that on their side they are not likély to claim the privilege of conferring 
degrees unless they are properly equipped, they are equally confident tliat the 
Government will not place any obstacles in. their, way, if, and when, they are 
sufficiently equipped for the purpose, The whole object. of ‘the Bill, if my 
Hon'ble friends will for one moment look into the Statement. of Objects and 
Reasons, is this, the cbllege authorities are.-naturally. anxious to “begin 
conferring degrees in theology, which, as some Hen’ble speakers before me 
have pointed out, the University Commission thought that it. wpe 
that Indian Universities should ; butithey felt also that belonging only. to. a 
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Pant IVA] THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MARCH 13, 1918. 297 











The Serampore College Bill, 1918. 
Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari: 
The Caleutta Hacleney-carriage Bill, 1918. 
Str S. P. Sinha. 

particular denomination of Christians it would add to the prestige and utility 
of their degrees if the denominational basis upon which the college rested was 
modified by the creation of an enlarged Council and of a Sonate consisting of 
members: belonging to different, Obristian Churches. That is the primary 
object of this Bill and so far asione can judge, practically, the only object of 
this Bill.. They have at present no intention of confecring degrees any more 
than’ they have had since 1827, but what they desire to do is to take power to 
themselves to form a Senate in which all Christian sects will be represented, 
so that. their theological degrees would be valued, not merely by the particular 
séet to which the college belongs, but by all other sects of Christians. That 
being so, it is regrettable ‘that any semblance even of covtroversy, should :be 
apparent in a meavure of this kind, Ihave no doubt that the observations 
of my friends, the Hon'ble Babu Ambica Charan Majumdar and the Hon'ble 
Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, will be taken into consideration by the Select 
Committee. The measure is a purely non-controversial one. There are no 

* doubts about their powers and there is no doubt about the restrictions’ which 
are to be imposed upon them. 

With reference to what fell from the Hon'ble the Vice-Chancellor, I 
may state that we are-very anxious to accommodate the Senate of the 
University of Calcutta in every possible manner and not to hurry or hustle 
them in any way. “If the 13th’March, which is mentioned in the motion, is not 
suitable or is considered too early, I am perfectly willing that the report of 
the Select Committee should not be presented till the 28th March or even the 
4th April U prefer personally the 28th March, so,that there might be ample 
time to consider the matter. J would propose, therefore, that instead of the 
report being considered on the 13th March it should be considered .on the 
28th March.” 


The Hon'ble Dr. Dena Prasav Sarpapuikanr said :-— 
“Tf the 4th April is suitable, it might be taken up on that date.” 


‘THE CALCUTTA HACKNEY-CARRIAGE BILL, 1918. 


The Hon'ble ‘Sir 8. P. Stvsa said :— E 

“ “Ag théro is likely to be a large volume of business on the 4th April, 
Lam sorry jt will not be a suitable date. 1 would, therefore, ask my Hon'ble 
friend to.agree to the 28th March, With these oberyations, I hope that the 
Coungil will not have any difficulty, in accepting the motion as amended. ” 


The motion’ was then put in the following amended form and agreed 
Hore x é t é 

That tho Serampore College Bill, 1918, be'referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of the Hon’ble Sir. P. Sinha, the Hon'blo” Mr. Wordsworth, the 
Hon'bla: Dr. Doba Prasad Sarbadhikari and the Hon'ble Dw Howells with 
instructions. to circulate their report in:time for its consideration in: Council 
at the meeting tobe held on the 28th March 1918.” 


Le! LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM NO. to. 


© “athe Hon'ble Siz 8. P, Sixia moved for loave to introduee a Bill to 
consolidate and amend the law relating to hackney-carriages and palanquins 


ike certain provisions with regard to rickshaws in Calcutta. 
OOo 8 Aa Net het ; Pe 3 i 
: it may be useful to summarize briefly: the facts leading up to the existin, 

law. Under tho’ first, Calcutta Hackney-carriage Set (Bengal Act V of 1866 
“the: control of hackney-carriages was~ vested. in the Commissioner of Police, 
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In compliance with a Resolution of the Justices of Peace, dated the 11th of 
September 1874, Bengal Act IV of 1878 was passed, ‘under which the ¢ontrol 
of:hackniey-carriages was transferred fromthe Commissioner of Police to the 
Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta, with effect from the Ist. of June 1878. ~ 
On the recommendation of a Committse’ of thé’ Corporation appointed: in 
October 1890, the law was further amended by Bengal Act II of 1891 whieh is 
the Act now in force. Proposals were'thereafter brought forward from time to 
tithe with a view to improving the hackney-carriageé service in-Calcutta and: in 
1911 a report on thie improvement ofthe hackney-carriage service in Caleutta; 
adopted’ by the Corporation, was forwarded: by the Chairmanfor the considera- 
tion of Government. In pursuance of that~ report an amending Bill was 
framéd: by the Government and introduted in Council and referred to a Select 
Committee on the 4th of July 1916. The three most important provisions of 
that Bill were :— ; : 


(¢) the omission of the sections in the existing Act by Which tho 
classes of hackney-carriages and also the faros for tho same are 
rigidly fixed. The Bill provided that both these matters should 
be regulated by hy-taws framed undér the Act ; ; 

(a) a proyision for compulsory production of carriages with horses 
and harness used therewith within a week after the expiration 
of six months from the date of annual registration ; and 


(i) a provision for secuting thé identification of horses. sh 

-The Select Committee considered that the Bill did not deal adequately: 
with all’ the additions and-alterations necessary in the existing Act and that 
the changes required would so materially alter the Act as to go entirely beyond 
the scope of an amending Bill. They accordingly recommended that the Bill 
should not be further proceeded with, that the existing Act should be con- 
sidered as.a whole and that a new consolidating and amending Bill should be 
framed. The Select’ Coriniittée’s report was présénted to the Legislative 
Council in August, 1916 and a motion was carried that the Bill should not 
be re ae 3 ath N 2 


? new con8oliduting and’ arhbnding Bill was 
then drawn up in accordance with the s tions of the Select Committee, 
embodying the provisions of the former Bill as well as, other modifica- - 
tions of the existing law which were found necessary. These modifications 
were such as to render a further reférence to the Government of India 
necessary, before the Bill as recast could be introduced in the Provincial 
Legislative Council. It was accordingly submitted to that Governmertt for 
approval and we have had the benefit of their suggestions and criticisms: and 
now that the Government of India have finally approved of the Bill, it is: 
possible to introduce it in Couneil. 


‘The modifications of the existing. law made by the present Bill are fully 


explainéd in thé Statement of Objects and Reasons and 1otes on the clauses. — 


The most important change is the provision made in Chapters IT and IV for’ 
the separate registration of horses dnd ¢érridges. It has been found in 
practice that the chief defect in the present mode of registering horses is 
that there is nothing td ideitify the animus witicl® have ‘been passed as fit 


the registering officer. The. registerin carriages and horses is now 
ot teen ple ah rege dabete 
xtends oyer several weeks, owners often bring up the simé horses harnessed 
to different carriages, - Tnteton horses are dtoedards substituted when the 
carriages actually ply for hire. To prevent this fraud and to ensure ay 
horses that aro fit slfould draw registered carriages, provision ig made 
steeeSy : afioh i not 4 
‘AS, moreover, oné atidit thay own carritigs pebdner stature 
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or horses which draw it, provision is made in clause 25 for the separate 
registration of horses—while the compulsory production of registered horses 
with harness for half-yearly inspection’ by the: registering officer is ensured 
by clause 28. On the occasion when the last Bill was introduced, the 
‘on'ble Babu Ambica Charan Majumdar seemed to have some misgivings as 
to whether the marking for identifidation- of Horses which was contemplated 
could be made without causing much bodily pain to the animals. It might. 
be of interest therefore to mention the history of the provision in this respect. 
Sometime before 1911 the Corporation moved Government to sanction a 
by-law to the effect that horses should be branded on the hoof for purposes 
of identification. The Government consulted’ the Superintendent of the - 
Civil Veterinary Departmant in the matter and declined to sanction the 
proposed by-law on the ground that it would not work satisfactorily and 
was not likely to secure thie object aimed'at. The Corporation then tried an 
alternative method which obtained in Jubbulpore. A round brass dise 
about the size of a rupee with a registered nutiber stamped on the side and 
the class of the carriage for which fhe horses registered stamped on the 
réyérse was fastened round the horses’ eck with flexible wire, the ends of 
which Were fastened by a small lead-sedl's0 that any’ unlicensed horse could 
be easily detected and dealt with as such. his scheme was on trial, found 
to succeed in securing the object aimed at, but the Chairman, supported by 
the Legal Adviser of the Corporation and by the view of Government, held 
that it could not be enforced and it was, therefore, left to the option of 
haiektiey-cairiage owners to affix the dise or not as they chose. ‘The Corpora- 
tion'thereatter recommended that legislation should be undertaken to give 
éffett to the provision of discs as above mentioned. Government agreed 
thatthe system of dises appeared’to be as good as any other which has’ yet 
beeh devised, but better means might possibly be discovered hereafter and 
it was! desirable, therefore, that the amendment: of the law should be in a 
géiieral forn) so as to permit of the adoption of the dise method or any other 
uiétliod with the same object in view. Accordingly it is provided in 
clase 29 of the present Bill thav the. registering officer shall cause to be 
attached: or applied to any registered horse such mark of identification as may 
be préseribed by by-law made under clause 71. 
The Bill also™ applies to rickshaws mutatis mutandis the provisions 
alréady in*force in regard to palanquins. The difficulties now exporienced 
in enforcing the appearance of a driver before a Magistrate are met by a 
provision (clause 73) that summonses against the driver under the Act 
mily also be served on the owner of thevcarriage or horses and by the provisions 
of clituse 47. (¢) and (d) empowering the registering officer to cancel or 
Suspend the driver's license, if the driver fails to appear before the Magistrate 
When sutnmoned to ariswer a charge or if the owner, on being called upon 
to do 80, fails to produce him. The penalty clauses throughout the Act bave 
been revised and made mutually consistent, and suitable terms of imprison- 
ment in default of payment of fine have been preseribed Attention is also 
drawn to the first provision of clause 2 which provides that when it is pro- 
posed to extend the Act to military cantonments the notification oxtending 
the Act shall not be published without the previous sanction of the Gavernor- 
General in Council. The second proviso enacts that when it is proposed 
to exclude from, or include in, Calcutta any local area in the vicinity 
of the same by notification, a draft thereof shall be previously published 
and any rate-payer or inhabitant of the area: may, if he objects to the draft, 
ubmit his objections in writing to the: Local Government within six. weeks 
froth ifs publication and the Local Government shall take such objections 
into consideration. It is believed that, wil 
will be found to the Bill in so far as 
it areas or areas not included in 
‘The motion was put and agreed to. 9 


these safeguards, no objection 
possible application to canton- 
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* LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 11. a 


RESOLUTIONS. | 
(Under the Rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest.) 


‘Tho Hon'ble Rar Mauexpxa Cuanpra Mirra Banavur moved the 
following resolution :-— 


‘This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that steps be 
taken to remodel ihe’ sluice in the Damodar left) embankment on. the 
western border of mauza Gazipore in thana Amta, in the district of Howrah, 
by widening the size of the existing narrow vent and lowering the floor of 
the said sluice with a ‘view to draining out the stagnant rain-water from 
the paddy fields and preventing any further damage to the winter rice crop 
of mauzas Sonamukhi and Gazipore. 


He said :— ; a 


“My Lord, I need hardly take up the time of the Council by entering into 
details about the ungent necessity of tho proposal which I am placing. bofore 
the Council to-day. On a previous occasion the Hon’ble Mr. Cumming stated 
that the Amta Drainage Scheme had already been approved. by Government 
and was only awaiting funds, -the cost having been estimated at about ten 
lakhs of rupees. ‘The proposal which I now sake is a modest. ‘one. and 
involves an expenditure of a few thousands which can be met out of the special 
grant of two and a half lakhs of rupees provided in this. year’s Budget, with 
‘a view to mitigate the evil effects of the Damodar floods. in the Burdwan. 
Division. Less than two lakhs of rupees has probably been spent out of this 
grant by this time. As the Damodar left embankment is Government pro- 
perty, it is only natural that the sluice. in question measuring two feet broad 
by four feet three inches high, used for the double purpose of irrigation and 
drainage for an area of 14 square miles, should be remodelled by Government: 
to meet the present demand. The present condition of the paddy fields, 
which are still under deep water, is doing immense mischief to, the 
winter rice crop, and betrays a most deplorable state of affairs ; if the water 
is not drained out now, it will not! flow out when the river rises in. the rainy 
season, with the résult that it would not be possible to grow a new crop next 
season, ‘The urgency of draining out the water in question now cannot be 
gainsaid.. And I hope and trust, the Council will accept the resolution thus 
preventing the possibility of spreading discontent among. the ‘illiterate and 
starving peasantry. With these few words, I commend this resolution to the 
aceeptance of Your Excellency’s Council”. . ~ | / 


The Hon'ble Mx. Cummine-said :— 


“Sir, the Hon'ble Member desires that certain villages to the west of 
thana Amta, in the district of ‘Howrah, be drained into the Damodar river 
through a sluice in éhe left embankment of that: river, a8 a separate project 
apart from the main Amta drainage project. Pitiaraie 

‘There are two grounds why Government’ are not prepared to accept the 
resolution ; an engineering ground and a legal ground. ere a 
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In the first place, while the Hon'ble, Member desires to drain these 
villages to the west into the Damodar river, nature has ordained that the 
natural. drainage: from that, sie 5 is to. the east and south-east. Provision 
has been made for the drainage of this locality in. the. Amta drainage project 
Buel pas been; prepared: and. which. awaits. exeeution. when funds are 
avi le. 


Tn the second place, itis true that’ at a certain level of the Damodar 
river it is:possible to drain through the sluice in question to the west into 
the: river ; but‘ if any one desires to take advantage of that opportunity, the 
proper procedure is to make an application to the Collector under section 18 
of the Embankment Act. If it should appear to the Collector that the work 
is one which may probably be executed with advantage, then the procedure 
prescribed in section 7 of-the Act will be followed. I, therefore, recommend 
the Hon'ble Member to advise the people of the locality either to wait till 
the Amta drainage project is completed or to come forward and make an 
appli¢ation under séetion 18 of the Embankment Act:” 


The Hon'ble Rar Manawpra Cxanpra Mirra. Baranur said -— 


“My. Lord, the Hon’ble Mr. Cumming has referred first of ail to the 
engineering difficulty. That question, being a technical one, is very difficult, 
and J am not in a position to answer it. properly. 


With regard to the legal aspect, I can put forward my own views on it. 
Section 18 of the Embankment Act no doubt lays down the procedure by which 
the construction’ of sluices may be made, but to my mind it appears that that 
has reference only to’ new sluices. “If the seetion’be read in the light which 
T submit to this*Couneil, it will appear that’ there is already'an old sluice and 
the: question involved is as to its enlargement. Thateis the only point raised. 
In my humble opinion, therefore, the provision of section 18 will not‘be a 
bar, if the Hon'ble’ Member in charge considers that it’ is necessary. As 
Bs question is-a teebnical one, I have no other alternative but to with- 

raw it.” 


The Resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 13, 


The Prusipenr said :-— 


“T understand ‘thatthe Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja’ Bahadur of Burdwan 
has‘an-engagement later in the day ‘and Ihave ascertained from’ the Hon'ble’! 
Mr. Irwin: that~ he has nov objection! to item No. 13 being. given precedence. 
Under the circumstances, I now call’ upon: the Hon'ble Mahitrajadhivaja 
Bahadur’of Burdwan to move his’ Resulution,” t 


‘The Hon'ble Manarasapnimasa Bawapur or Burbwaw moved — 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that early steps be 
taken to obtain. official and non-official opinion on the advisability of an 
enactment of an Impartible or Inalienable Estates Act for Bengal or of an 
amendment of the Bengal Settled Estates Act, so as to make it more 
attractive to the classes for whose benefit the Act was intended.. 


. 
He said 


ig for many’ years past [have cherished! a'keen desire to see in 
pe itis, alate hha the Madras Inpartible Estates Act. My 
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first attempt in this direction dates back to the year 1909 when I was making 
some private enquiries about the desirability of amending the Bengal Settled 
Estates Act so as to render it more popelar and acceptable to those for whom 
it was meant, I received a most sympathetic response from the then 
Lieutenant-Governor Sir Edward Baker, who, later on in 1910 aj pointed a 
Committee of mombors of the Legislative Council to enquire into the cause of 
the’failure of tho Settled Estates Act and to consider remedies. As having 
served on the Committee, I remember the proposal of amendment had to be 
dropped mainly on the ground. of there having been no general demand for 
the amendment of the Act amongst the zamindar families, though the Com~ 
mittee found ‘that there were instances of persons who would like to see 
their way to prevent a disintegration of their property, which must follow 
their death’. Having thus failed in my attempt to secure an amendment of 
the Settled Estates Act, I proposed, as a member of that Committee, to have 
introduced into Bengal an Impartible Estates Act and the Committee recom- 
mended my suggestion for the consideration of the Government. ‘This was 
just prior to the Delhi changes when we could count upon Bihar as a part of 
Bengal. I seriously contemplated trying in a private Bill in consultation with 
the representatives of the Baronial Houses of Bihar, many of whom like my 
own House were governed by the law, of Primogeniture according to 
Kulachara. Owing, however, io the territorial redistribution of 1911 my idea 
had to be abandoned and the Government too did not move in the matter 
any further. Since then T have been watching the sentiments of my brother 
zamindars of Bengal in this respect-for the last seven years and when at the 
first Conference of Bengal Zamindars held in Calcutta, in Decomber last, it 
was ‘considered desirable tothave an onactment of an Impartible and Inalien- 
able Estates Act for the protection of Zamindars in Bengal’ and a Resolution 
was passed ;' to consider the question with a view te memorializing the 
Government on the subject’ 1 thought it was time to take up this subject 
once again to the Legislative Body of this Province and 1 deemed it my duty 
thus to gather for the deliberations of the Zamindars’ Committee, of which 
Tama member, through. the medium of the Government, official and non- 
official opinions which will be of the greatest value to us of the Committee, 
_when we meet to frame conerete proposals for the consideration of the 
Government, 
In some quarters there is an apprehension that my intention in bringing 
this Resolution is not only to, forestall the activities but to confuse the 
issues of the Committee in which I have been given to play my own part 


howsoever small or insignificant it may be! Considering that I was largely - 


responsible for inaugurating the first Conference of Bengal Zamindars 
jn December last it would not only be comical but ungracious on my 
rt if I wore..to try, to. belittle the existence of a-foree which to me 
‘as been most welcome and is full of potentiality of a far-reaching con- 
sequence toethe Zamindar community. of Bengal in general. My object 
therefore in bringing this Resolution forward at, this stage is two-fold. 
In the first place, it is to expedite the fruition of a long-cherished desire 
in my mind to have something done in the local legislature to protect 
the importance and integrity of old and honoured zamindari houses by 
starting work simultaneously in the Legislative Body and in the body of the 
zamindars concerned, 80 that each might pursue its own course of investi- 
gation independently and benefit mutually by each others’s findings whenever 
occasion may arise for their mutual roferonce. Secondly, it is to assist the 
Committee of the Zamindars mainly by collecting through Government 
Agency expert opinfn, both official and non-official, whose views are 
essential to enable the Committee to bring forward their final proposals 
to the Government, It is trae that after all the zamindars, con 
are the best judges as to what they need for the protection of their 
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families and properties, but it is equally true that an enactment of the kind 
contemplated in the Resolution involves intricate questions of Hindu and 
Muhammadan laws of succession and alienation and as these laws are highly 
technical and complicated, opinion of legal experts is indispensably necessary 
in coming to a definite conclusion on the subject. I must candidly confess 
that I am far from being well-versed in the Daya-Bhag Law of Bengal or in 
the different laws of succession amongst the different sects of Mubammadans, 
and perhaps there are not many among us who may tackle these problems 
ingeniously, but on the other land, the Government may give us the best legal 
advice on such points, it may give us without any difficulty an idea of the 
working of similar legislations in other Provinces, as we know, there is 
alroady one existing in Madras and another is about to be introduced into 
the United Provinces, and it is for securing these mvaluable aids that I have 
deemed it necessary to move this Resolution in Council even before the 
Zamindars’ Committee would meet ; it will at least save them from being 
criticised as not boing either fully representative in character or as having 
taken on their shoulders a colossal piece of contemplated legislation without 
considering its issues in all its different aspects. If we were to start on our 
mission without the support of the Government on the one hand or export 
advice, both official and non-offizial, on the other, we should be much less 
sure of success than we would be if we appeared before the public and this 
Council with our proposals based on thé best advice and opinions available 


.in the Province. My intention is simply to see if there is a demand for an 


Impartible Estates Act in Bengal and to receive the opinion of official and 
non-official experts on the advisability of introlucing such an enactment in 
our Province and having reasons to bélieve that the Government will assist 
ine to,gain the object that I have in view 1 sincerely hope that my brother 
zamindars present here and all my other colleagues, both official and non- 
official, will lend me their support, not only as 4 manifestation of their earnest 
desire to try and find out what obstacles bars may be towards achieving a 
matter of vital importance to the Zamindars of Bengal, but also, as I have 
said previously, to assist the Committee of Zamindars with invaluable 
materials 1o frame concrete proposals for the acceptance of the Government 
and the Council at a later stage. 


With these words, my Lord, I beg to move the Resolution which stands 
in my name.” 
The Hon'ble Mr. Cumaane said :-— 


“Sir, Lam in a position to state at once that Government. accept the 


Resolution of the Hon'ble Member to the effect that the opinions of officials - 


and non-officials be elicited on the advisability of legislation on the subject 
of the impartibility and inalienability of estates. 


It will be convenient ‘to give here a summary of the past history of 
similar proposals. In 1904, the Bengal Settled Estates Act was passed. 
When chat ‘Act was introduced, its objects wore stated to be the preserva- 
tion of old or wealthy families from decay, the maintenance of their  terri- 


torial influence and the prevention of subdivision of estates of historical and _ 


political importance ; and provision was made in the Act for preserving, in 
special cases approved by Government, the continuity of noble and influential 
families, whose estates/ were not protected by the existing law from division 
‘on the decease of a proprietor. 


. 

Up to 1910, only one landlord had taken advantage of the Act, and the 
Government of Bengal appointed a Committee to enquire into the causes of 
the failure of that Act. The Commitiee submitted their report in 1910, 


9 


’ 







304 


Kumar Shib: Shekharevioar Ray. 


suggesting certain. amendments of the Act, inorder to.remedy certain defects 
which had. apparently contributed towards. the failure of the Act. At the 
samo time, however, they said..thal: they had grave. doubts, as. to whether 
there was.any general, demand for the amendment. of the Aet. . 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur asked “in Council ‘in March 1918 
a question on the subject of the amendment of the Act. The reply then 
given was that the Government of Bengal had decided that, in the absence * 
of a stronger indieation by the land-holding community of Bengal of a desire 
for an amendment of the Act, it was not advisable to undertake legislation. 


A further pronouncement was made in-May 1913. As. the severance 
from Bengal of the area constituting the province of Bihar and Orissa 
reduced the number of impartible estates in the Presidency, the Governor 
in Council decided to take no further action in the matter. ‘The 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur was, however, informed at the time that, if there 
was evidence of a demand amongst the majority of the zamindars, the matter 
might be considered again. > 


In view of the attitude of the Conference of zamindars, Government ave 
now prepared to institute an enquiry from officials and’ non-officials on the 
lines of the resolation of the Hon'ble Mover.” : 


The Hon'ble Kumar Sau Stexuarrswar Ray said ;— 


“My Lord. I am one of those who were responsible for an important resolu- 
tion on the subject at the Conference of zamindars held on the 24th December 
last, and it gives me much ploasure to find that the “prominent members: of 
our community are taking a keen interest in the matter. It was only at the 
last meeting of the Council that one of my friends put a question on the 
subject and thus brought it to the notice of the Government, and to-day our 
leader has himself taken up the question, though his zamindari is an impat- 
tible Raj, and we are grateful to the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur for 
his resolution which cannot but emphasise the importance of the subject, ” 
and my*friend is to be congratulated on the very modest nature of his resolu- 
tion. It has been so judiciously drawn up that the Government could hardly 
afford to reject it. But there is a thing or two which I think I should bring to 
the notice of the Maharajadhiraja before he presses for his resolution. As has 
been said by the Maharajadhiraja, the Zamindars’ Conference has appointed a 
strong and representative Committee with several influential and experienced 
members to make a thorough ani exhaustive enquiry into.the matter and discuss 
it im all its aspects with the zamindars who are interested in the. legislation 
and to formulate a scheme which would be acceptable to us. It was also 
resolved to forward this scheme to the Governmont for taking proper action. 
To my mind,.th&t would be the proper stage at which the Government should 
take up the enquiry, as it. would then give the Government something definite 
on which to obtain the opinion of the public.as well as of thé officials, and 
proceeding in this way it. would be comparatively easy for the Government to 
arrive at a_ practicable, solution of the chlo ee present, the Govern- _ 
ment enquiry is bound tobe more or less indefinite and aimless. in. its 
character.and as such it would almost be like groping in the dark. The 
Government now do not know exactly what. is really wantel by us or what 
would suit us best. In fact, even we donot know what-is really wanted by us. 
ils ron now a a kind of desire that there seas be some such legislation 

y wl we ean keep our estates gt wee and save them from being squan- 
dered away by our spoilt children, When, drafting the resolution for the -. 
Zamindars’ Conference, our intention was that we-should first enlighten. oar 4 
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community as to the nature of the existing laws on the subject in Bengal and 
in other parts of India and for this purpose some of us even intended to 
publish a full history of the incidents of such legislations together with a 
ctiticalystudy of the report of the committee appointed by the Government a 
few years ‘back. In short, our idea was to make the whole. zamindar 
community actively interested in the matter and by free personal discussions 
amongst ourselves toarrive at a definite understanding with a minimum of 
opposition. ~ 


My Lord, we have now in Bengal a school of young zamindars who aro 
not only beginning to take a real and actiye intorest in the management of 
their zamindaries but also in all matters connected with our obligation to 
ourselves, our Government and our tenantry. We want now every encourage- 
ment: from our leaders as well as from the Government, and the public. Lf 
our Committee is left alone, I am sure we shall never be found wanting and 
the fruits of our labour cannot but be of immense help to your Excelleney’s 
Government. But if the resolution, now before the Council, is given effect 
to, it is sure todamp our spirit ; in fact all the importance and usefulness of 
our Committee will be gone. Having once given their opinion to the Govern- 
ment very few will care to discuss the matter with us. Our query will.only 
bring in copies of the opinions sent to the Government, and even what little 
discussion we will have, would be quite useless for our purpose. As I know 
the nature of the zamindars, none of them would like to change his opinion 
once given to the Government, and so an agreement amongst ourselves would 
be almost a thing of impossibility. I would not havo been so particular in 
opposing a simple resolution like this, if I did not believe it to be a fact that 
the, Government enquiry will not only render our Committee useless but also 
woitld be itself aimless and consequently its results too would be lifeless. 


“My Lord, I know the procedure in many zamindaries and when I say it, 
I do so'with full knowledge of the facts, that whenever opinions are asked by 
the Government on any subject, the majority of the zamindars refer the whole 
thing to their lawyers, and what opinion is forwarded to the Government is 
not the considered opinion of our class but rather an artistic and academic 
treatment of the subject by our lawyers, and the result is that the zamindars 
remain as ignorant of the existing state of affairs as of tho offect of their 
opinion. This may sound rather harsh, but such is the real fact and we are 
now going to face it boldly ; we want toinfuse life and intelligence into our 
class, Our aim is to shake off our traditional lothargy and ignorance and drag 
out our class from its conservative stagnancy, and in our noble endeavour we 
of the new school want all help from all who can help us. And bearing this 
in my mind, I appeal to my hon’ble friend the Maharajadhiraja of Burdwan to 
withdraw his resolution. _J appeal to him not to stifle our ardour by invoking 
Government aid just at present, but to let us try and stand by ourselves, 
and [ trust that 1 do not appeal in vain. Fy 

* 

In this connection, I would also like to submit that asa resilt of my 
reference of the question to my constituency, 1 have received about sixty 
replies, and with one exception all of them are opposed to this ‘resolution, 
the one exception being the Maharajdhiraja himself, who is also an 
esteemed member of my constituency. I would alco like to say that, in reply 
to my letter, the British Indian Association, of which the Maharajadhiraj is 
the President, writes the following :— ° 


“Your letter regarding the Bengal Settled Estates Act was considered 
by our Committee at their meeting held on Wednesday last. The Committee 
were of opinion that while they had no power to fetter the discretion of the 
ialiccaiaticrase Bahadur of Burdwan in connection wil) his proposed motion 
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suggesting the amendment of the Bengal Settled Estaves Act, they certainly 
thought that the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur would show some courtesy to the 
Zamindars’ Conference if he postponed his motion until the question had been 
threshed out by the Committee appointed for the purpose in accordance with 
one ofthe resolutions of the Zamindars’ Conference.’ 


May I oxpress my hope again that the Mabarajadhiraja Bahadur will find 
his way to withdraw the resolution.’ 


The Hon'ble Banu Kisttort Moan Cuaupnurt said :— 


*“My Lord, I am in full sympathy with the movement set up by the 

\’ Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 1 do not see why there 

should be any difficulty in arriving at a conclusion which should be acceptable 

“to all. Ifthe Zamindars’ Association is really anxious to consider the question 

in all its details they can be done side by side with the official and-non-official 
opinion without taking up much time. I support the resolution,” 


The Hon'ble ManaragApHirAsa Barapur or Burpwan said -— 


“My Lord, I would have gladly withdrawn the resolution had I thought it 
would have really done any good, It is true that the versatile Kumar has 
produced a letter written by the Hon'ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha.” 


The Hon'ble Kumar Sain Supknareswar Ray said :— 


“May I rise to a point of order, Sir? I object to the term ‘ versatile’ 
used by the Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur.” 


The President said :— a 
“That is not a point of order.” 


'The Hon’ble ManarasapHirasa Banapur or Burpwan said :— 


“J have given the letter my best consideration, and with due deference 
to the views expressed by the Hon'ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha on the matter, 
T do not think that it would be any good postponing this inquiry through 
the Government. On the contrary, Iam so very convinced that if we, are 
really going to bring this matter to a successful issue before the next 
Zamindars’ Conference takes place we ought to have before us available the 
best expert opinion to enable us to arrive at a conclusion so that, as I have 
already said in my speech, when we come up before the Council we do so 
with all thS best opinion available on the subject. If I did not think that 
to be the proper course, I do not think that, as the President cf the British 
Indian Association* or as a member of the Committee. régarding which 
the Hon’ble Kumar has spoken, I would have brought up this resolution 
at the present stage. Moreover, when the Government are agreeable to 
take up the inquiry especially after the resolution’ passed by the Zamindars’ 
Conference, we should not lose this opportunity of getting—really gratis 
for ourselyes—all the best opinion available in the Province. ; 1 would 
like to point out to the Hon’ble Kumar the wording of the resolution that 
was adopted at the ,Zamindars’ Conference. The wording is ‘This Con- 
ference is of opinion ‘that the enactment of an Impartible and Inalionable 
Estates Act for tho protection of Zamindars of Bengal is desirable and that a 
Committee consisting of the follo gentlemén be appoitited to examine the 
question with a view to memorialise the Government the subject.’ 
Surely there is notl{ng in the regolytion which is likely to clash with 
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<iny fesolution to-day. If we're going to memorialize the+ Government, is. it 
not essential, is it not the most successful course to try to get the best opinion 
you can got before you send in your memorial? ‘Tho view taken up by the 
_ Hoa’ble Kumar might have serious ehect on me, for it might make others 
think that I am trying to commit a breach of trust with the Commitiee. Iam 
afraid the Hon'ble Kumar has misunderstood my intention. It is not my 
intention in any way to belittle the importance of the Committee regarding 
which I spoke in my introductory remarks, and that has been made amply 
clear by the Hon’ble Kumar himself when he says that there are zamindars 
who will send in their opinions which are really the opinion of paid 
lawyers. I think he'will find that when this information is gathered the 
Committee will be saved the trouble of going to those zamindars whose 
inions count for nothing because their opinions will be written for them, 
e really want opinions of those who have taken an interest in this Confer- 
ence and who have showed a desire todo something for their class. And if 
this information gathered through the agency of Government cannot be 
acceptable to them, I do not know what opinion would be acceptable. For 
these reasons, my Lord, I would like to press my resolution. 
- 








The Hon’ble Rasa Hrisnixesn Lana said :— 


My Lord, a word of explanation is necessary from me, The letter that 
has been read by the Hon'ble Kumar contains the opinion of the British 
Indian Association and not my own. What is proposed in the resolution 
moyed by the Hon'ble Maharajadhiraj will, T think, help the zamindars’ con- 
ferencg in coming to a right conclusion. If they have-before them all the 
opinions that are given to Government on the subject, they would be able 

“to formulate their proposals, and also the Government will not be placed in 
a very difficult. position in regard to ascertaining correct views on the subject. 
I, therefore, support the resolution.” 


The motion was then agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 12. 
The Hon'ble Mx. Irwin moved :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 


(¢) the teaching of Hygiene and Sanitation by duly qualified teachers 
be made compulsory in all State aided schoolg, both for boys 
and girls, in the Province ; 


(iz). these subjects be included as compulsory subjects for the Univer- 
sity Matriculation Examination ; and 


(iii) provision for the above be made in the next budget. 


Ho said -— 


“My Lord, the resolution which stands in my name was on the agenda for 
the last’Wouncil meeting, but time did not permit of its being discussed and 
it -was therefore postponed to the present meeting. gat 

In my opinion it needs very few words by way of commendation ; it must, 
I venture to think, commend itself to every sensible. thinking person who 
has the true interests of the country at heart. ? s 

















Mr. Irwin. 


Subsequent-to the framing of this resolution, I read _in the daily papers 
the report of a speech delivered by Your Excellency at Burdwan on the Toth 
ultimo, in which you said that one of the tasks which you cherish the 
laudable ambition to accomplish during your tenure of office is that of a big 
advance in’ the combat of disease in this Province, and this you repeated in » 
the course of your most interesting address on the subject of malaria delivered 
in this Chamber on the 29th ultimo to the members of the District Boards of 
Nadia, Jessore and the 24-Parganas. i 


Tbeg respectfully to congratulate Your Excellency, and | am sure thaball 
here.present will agree with mo that a more noble object it is impossible "to « 
conceive, and it encourages me to hope that you will lend a favourable ear 4 
tomy suggestion to-day. a: Oy 


The present time seems very appropriate in which to introduce a 
resolution of this nature into this Council when the University°Commission 
is Bitting and deliberating on what alterations, if any, shall be made in the 
curriculum of studies and education being carried on in the school and 
Colleges of India. 


I may say here that in response to a printed circular request from the 
University Commission for suggestions, I have already recommended the 
course embodied in my resolution. 


One of the Old Latin authors speaks of the ‘Mens sana in corpore sano.’ 
I think that with the exception perhaps of poor, unhappy Russia, which’ by. 
the way may well be taken as an objoct-lesson at the present time by our 
would-be legislators, no country in the world is more in need of the 
‘mens sana’ than our country of India. . 


All of us here present must be Well acquainted with the terribly in- r 
sanitary condition in which fully 90 per cent. of the inhabitants of India live 
and the filthy state in which the immediate vicinity of their dwelling places 
is kept. 


As an instance of the appalling indifference of lower class Indians of the 
present day to the question of sanitation, I may quote from the resolution of 
the United Provinces Government on the working of the District Boards for 
last year. In 1912 the Local Government’ introduced, as an experiment, the 
system of granting small sums to village committees, for the purpose of 
“keeping their villages clean in their own. way.” Most of the ‘villages 
refused to take them, and so the experiment has been abandoned in. all but 
three districts. 


‘Thus eyen when given money free, for purposes off sanitation, villagers 


refused to makq.use of it. Pe 


Nothing, surely,, My Lord, but persistent education can overcome this 
ferns apathy as regards health, and it is to this end that my~ proposal 
tends, s 


_. Even uneducated Indians are cleanly in their persons, but, to Western 
ideas at all events, there is a singular inconsistency in their habits, To 
give an instance, some of us must often have seen and wondered greatly at < 
people standing up to their waists in water, washing their clothes and persons 
and then finally, before leaving, scooping up with their hands and rinsing 
out. their mouths and neeessarily, toa certain extent, absorbing the very 
water impregnated with the scouring of their clothes and persons. .. 
“Surely the inference may very well be drawn that suolf®a:délote ‘ 
habit must arise from ignorance of the ana incurred to Tate Reais 
if only the habit.of cleanligges in their food-and surroundings as well as 
x 
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ei | fulthink, My.JLord, that! ates instore ost it oi mea : 
ment | country’, wey ‘by teaching | eit aa i a 
i Siecehreshastvs pbatielcion  to'their sanilation, 
+ far more, efficacious and far less expensive than an, rote th th ican Pe teva 
ol think after reading the above-quoted regolution’ that T may confidently — 
vmely ‘ou the support of most’ of my: hon'ble friends of Indian nationality in 
a Council for: my resolution and perhaps’ some’ of the’ medical. "on Be 
nt will express their opinions on ‘tho subject. I may say, My Lord, 
we +3 authoriead by, Surgeon-Genoral, yards, our late Surgec ZGeneral 
srl and now Director -General of M edical Service in In , 
ae < Me ution has his strong support. 
» a may a say ican - understand ie good viens 
resolution is likely to be introduced shortly in the ibay 
“farther that it is likely ¥ meas ( e favorable bait 
“Government, z 
Much more peeks, I ieee be aid a in pped of this, \bhutiont but: the 
- benefit to be derived, if it-be acceded to,is, 1 venture tothink, so obvious that ~ 
T will not take up any more of the valuable time of the Council by addueing 
further, arguments, but. will mend it forte fayourable We hare wat of 
Cabinet with the hope th: yw 
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My et I ents to think that the Hon'ble Mr, Irwin has done good 
service by moving this at and I am glad to give my hearty support 
0 the: people that und ‘if not to the resolution itself: For if there 
prea anesthe k lic healthy and i id one. 
importance of whi { ‘ 
Hy ate. is clearly alive: Ttake it jt'that the consideration that bas “affected the i 
‘mover, as it affects all of us, is the terrible waste of human efficiency, and the 
economic loss to the country, owing.to preventible ill-health. | We should all 
ywelcome any éteps that: ould be, taken to increase , the physical. well-being of 
‘ . the peoplo-of, this, province. ; But it, seems to me that the first condition of 
_ improvement is'the awakening and, gulighientnant chi, opinion, a aa i 
‘questions, on the prevention of disease, on the alleviation. of prc is 
voAnd, pankeee thats Lay, ip aout faith iin She SR cof. eee c 
asa means ol rin is abou WI 18, 
stay in the bang doubt great good has been done in fe roa eo 
tematic instruction” of the children in’ cant secon r in cleanliness ee ‘A 
care of the ria aeons is practical. But, the conditions in . 
widely differen Jack in his:most interesting: ot a enya date 
ofva | agin s‘Dhe Bengali is certainly the cleanest raee,on 
earthy hat we smané publio ‘opinion stirred wiper la ngal:is not somuch 
personal: cleanliness::or the ventilation of dwellings, as 1 conditions of the ° 
communicability and spread of disease, the dangers svi ie t 
ia and sere ood=-dangers from) whieh the, public in 
hnsdanyive 
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Krew) \ ate by, \ 

» » public health productive of a manifold finaneial return in national efficiency not 

sexpressible|in figures.’ And although the proportion ol. children of sehool- 

» gong age in Bengal is relatively small, nevertheless it is, I think, through the 

wna hoy acy of school children and the action taken in consequence that 

areal adyance will be made ‘owards the improvement, of the public health. 

_ And such a, procedire is much more-likely to arouse the: interest. of the 

p siperant bar lessons in i pnens An Hon’ble Member shad a resolution down 
fora previous meeting of Council proposing this medical inspection of school « 

_ children, I donot know why he withdrew it ;1 should have. been glad to 

- support it. Perhaps at the present. time there are difficulties in, the way of 

_ providing the necessary expert inspecting staff. If so, T.would suggest that 

some sort of beginning might be made that would need, no expert staff, by 

«making the schools keep a record of thé physical measurements of their pupils. 

"This may seem a yery small beginning, but I think the practice would tend to 

arouse interest in. the question of personal physical: fitness, and the, records 

would certainly be of interest and utility: An accurate record of variations of 

_ weight at.different seasons of the year would of itself be valuables 9)» 


“But even granting that the teaching of hygiene in schools would dono 
harm and might.do som: good I am strongly of opinion that the addition of 
‘hygiene as a compulsory subject in schools would be unfair to the schools, ‘They 
\ ‘have moro subjects to teach than they can do justice to. Let the 
“subject ba’ taught by all- means in Training Colleges in association with 
elementary science. Hero it might bear useful fruit. 
And: the proposal that, hygiene should be made a compulsory: subject in 
the Matriculation Examination seems to me to be singularly inopportune at a 
‘time when, we ate hoping that the University, Commission succeedsin 
making the Matriculation what it really should be, namely, a means of selecting 
© those students who are fit to pursue with advantage to themselves a course of 
liberal education leading to.a degrees» i i yet erie: 


T should like to suggest that the Government should consent to take up 
onthis important question, and that, on that understanding; the Hon'ble Member - 
“should withdraw his well-meant resolution.” ; ek Pia core 


Tet + " 





The Hon'ble Basy, Asin Gnanay Masvipan said :— 


“““My Lord, I fully’ appreciate the| resolution which has been brought 
“forward” by the Hon'ble Mr. Irwin. It divides itself into two branches. 
First of all, he asks the Government to make the study of hygiene and sanita- 
“tion a ¢ompulsoty subject’ in all State-aided schools. In the second branch,. 
asks the Government to sr a compulsory subject for the Matricu- 

“ Jation examination, No doubt it is of the utmost importance that our young 
en’ should know something of the clemontary rules of* hygiene and. of 
ig iéaeith Herons they learn anything else. The Hon'ble Member who has 

_ “Just'spoken sooms to think that medical inspection would be of greater ‘use 
“and advantago than instruction in hygiene and sanitation. “Ido not clearly 
"understand him. Modical inspection may be very good, but I da not ‘think 

~ mere medical inspection without the student being grounded in the elementary 
rules of hygiene and sanitation can be of much use, because before the medical 

| qnen go to inspect the sehiools and ‘to instruct the students the students must 
“know something ‘about hygieno and sanitation. ‘There is no real’ conflict 
| hetiwodh the Hon'ble Mr. Irwin and the Hon’ble Member who has just’ spoken. 
. Ond may’’be'supplomentary to’ thé other ; but at tfe samo time there is ‘some 
< difficaliy iinaking the subject’ compulsory’ in the University Matriculation 
»lexamination. “Tho resolution itself is’ ewhat ‘self-contradictory. First of 

ll, it asks the Gor : 
yi 
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the G ‘to make the stady iene and sanitation com- 
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ordinary diseases that could be prevented. It is only due to the want of 
i kubyelstze and knowledge only. My Lord, it has been said that knowledge is 
wer, but this common aduge applies with peguliar force to the conditions of 
Fanpal at the prosent. moment. The necessity. which seems paramount at 
the présent moment is to create a Sanitary conscience in our people and to 
create the conviction in their minds as to certain truths and certain facts 
which may be palpable to others in better positions. So far as education is 
-concetned, the poor villager does not know that it is the mosquito that is 
his accursed enemy. He does not know the ordinary rule that by boiling his 
drinking water he ean be saved a world of troubles and miseries ard that he 

“ can also saye himself and his family from death.” This is what he is to be 
told and what he is to be taught, and that ought to be a part of the primary 
education that we aim at introducing in the country. My Lord, it is a necessity 
in after-life to have a knowledge of general hygiene an sanitation, and looked 
at from this point of view, it is a necessity in our organizations—those very 
organizations which have been created and which are being created by 
overnment whose primary object is to look after the sanitation of the 
Province. Our local hodies have members, many of whom, for the want 
of sanitary knowledge, find it difficult to discuss and decide sanitary 
matters, either in compliant and amiable ignoragee or oftener in com- 


pliant and obstinate refusal, Many of them are placed in very false” 


‘positions when important. measures come before them for discussion, No’ 
wonder there is no training in sanitary matters in all the. strata of our educa- 
tion. I. would like to seo sanitary education permeating all the different 
grades of our education in this country ;such a state of things can only be 
generally favourable to the development of those institutions and the spread 

' of these ideas which Your Excellency's Government aim at in Bengal, because 
otherwise co-operation from the people is either hopeless or finally impossible. 


* 

My Lord, a question has been raised as to whether it should be made a 
eompulsory subject: in the Matriculation examination or not. I am unable at 
this moment to vote with the Hon'ble mover on this point, because this 
important question of making a course on sanitary science a compulsory 
subject in the Matriculation is correlated with many other important questions 
that are not before us to-day, and this question must be disctssed and consi- 
dered in the light of theso questions ; but there is no doubt that before the 
Matriculation stage the study of sanitary science should be introduced in our 
schools ; it does not matter whether it is a subjéct for the Matriculation 
examination or not. Every student ought to have clear ideas regarding 
sanitation, Another objection has vory often’ been urged against proposals 
for introducing sanitary education elsewhere on the ground that the study of 
Sanitary science, as that science is of a composite nature, must be based upon 

" @ previous study of some of the simpler sciences like Chemistry, Bhysics and 
_ elementary Bi -, I quite agroe with those gentlemen who urge this argu- 


ment against sanitary education without any scientific basis, When woe aim — 
at education in sanitary science in the higher grades, that is the sort of. 


nitary education that is to be imparted to experts, medical men and othors 

_ coneerned with the department ; but for the general public we do not require 
that sort of sciontific edueation, and we must attempt to give a sort. of educa- 
tion which can create conviction in the minds of the young people that. such a 
has to be done and such a thing has to be avoided, that the mosquito 

he : Shae ee having access to his rooms anyhow, or 
he water must be bo led before use. If we can create such a conviction 
-minds of th if T think that would be one of the most 

b have to sacrifico the claims of science 
from the point of view of necessity as. 
: lity to eg ertenty the resolu- 
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of knowledge Sc eae hygiene and sanitation by. experts is" the roal thing: ; 


There is a good deal of truth in this criticism. It has algo been pointed out 
“by the Hon'ble Dr, Sarkar that introduction of study of sanitation and hygiene 
in our school curricula will spread knowledge about hygiene and sanitation. 
, What T moan is thie: it is the business of experts to find out the truths 
about these matters by patient investigations, but mere finding out of the 


truth will not do—the truths have got to be put before the public and the- 


© traths have got to be assimilated by the public at large and what, better 
medium can there be than of our schools where children will learn those 
“truths which the patient Jabour and researches of experts have found out, 
Pherefore, it seems to me, My Lord, that it is as much necessary, to 
give effect to the criticisms of the Hon'ble Mr. Arden Wood as it is necessary 
to introduce a knowledge of hygiene into our schools, and .,universi- 
ties. But, My Lord, the portion of the resolution to which I have some 
criticiamg to offer is the portion where the Hon'ble mover seoks to make the 
teaching of hygiene compulsory in our schools and. in our University. _ 1 feel 
that at the present moment We have not got enough competent teachers ; when 

Tsay we havo not got competent teachers I do not mean that there are none 

- there may be some teachers but the number will be insufficient:.to ‘teach al 
‘boys if these subjects be made compulsory, and what I suggest to my Hon'ble 
_ friend the mover of ‘the ‘resolution is that instead of making -hygiene and 
sanitation compulsory to start by making it optional, and subject to the 

approval of the Hon'ble mover I should like clause (‘) to read as follows — 


(®) Tho teavhing of hygiene and sanitation by duly qualified teachers 
~ —be made optional in all State-aidod schools, both for boys atid 
girls in the province. _ ; 


= Then as regards ‘clause (i) I should like to read it as follows eed 
(fi) These subjocts be included as optional subjects for the University 


Matriculation examination. 


‘As regards clause (ii) 1 would suggest my Hon'ble friend the mover 
to delete it for the-present. ‘The subject is one of such importanee that I 
do not think that we should hastily attempt to make provision for it in 
the budget of the current year. If the subject has got to be tackled with 
any seriousness then it must cost.a large sum of money. The budget of the 
present year is more or Jess a fixed thing and after all, however important the 
_ subject may be, a delay of one year will not be a delay which will be thrown 
away. In this one year we may properly investigate into the question; and 
| we may properly consider how the matter can be best introduced and how 
. the money can be best utilised, I suggest that instead of provision for giving 
"effect to the resolution being mado in the next budget such provision may be 
_ made in the budget of the followiig year. With these remarks I support the 
principles of this resolution.” ‘ » 

. ' 


‘ } 





Hon'ble Dr. Howerts said -— eb ‘ 
My Lord, I do not know whether I find myself in full agreement in any 
one of the three points mentioned in the resolution, but I am in most, hearty 
© agreement with what the speaker wants. It seems to. me exceed 

Age Eealaponal in our plans for progress that there should bes by 
~ Bossil legitimate means a larger knowledge of sanitation and in. The 
nt of igaorance on matters of this kind now in?existenee from Chairmen 
icipalities down ‘cannon les is ipl ean It is seldom 
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man any knowledge of sanitation and hygiene and all that Fisted for. aes 
far actually teaching in schools may be helpful it will be difficult to sa; 
one thing J do know that in an area of which I ae some practical ex] 
ical’ demonstration proved to be exceedingly helpful and that is jiu 
introduction: of filtered water:in the town. of Serampore. ‘The number of 
people who believed im ‘filtered water in .Serampore three years ago was 
exeeodingly limited.’ But the manifest effects of filtered water on the health 
of the people, the:rapid declinein cholera owing to the introduction of filtered 
water ‘has now become known. to the common coolie. 1 should say that a 





be 
oe. 
. 


simple demonstration like this would have more beneficent effect and would — 


spread sanitary knowledge in’ the district than years and years of sanitary 
teaching would do without such. Titans in our schools, ‘No amount of 
teaching” unless it is backed up:by a persistent and steady advance in the way 






of introducing measures of this character throughout the length and breadth ~ 


of Bengal as far as finances allow would do any good. Practical demonstra- 
tion seems to me the permanent solution ofthe problem. More than twenty 
years ago when’ I camevout to this country I-had the privilege of teaching in 
a high school and in tose days there was a selection of books in connection 
with the Calcutta University in which there were several chapters en sanita- 
tion. I had to teach sanitation as contamed in those chapters, , ‘That was 
rather a perfunctory way of teaching sanitation. And unless sanitation has 
,some real and practical background, | am doubtful whether it. will produce in 
any way any good result. We are all of the same opinion on the importance 
of pel sul Pata and ‘he desirability of introducing a conscience on the subject 

© people. tie all it is not long since that we English people have 
come aan of the dark in this connection. In the days of our fathers the idéa 
of sanitation was of a very fundamental character, and if we read of the 
conditions in old Caleutta, we find that it reflected very little credit on the 
part of those concernéd and we can only say that there was very little or no 
idea of sanitation a hundred years ago. But the most satisfactory thing in 
Europe amongst the working classes is that there is a veal conscience among 
them of sanitation and hygiene. And how has this come about ? ‘The Hon’ble 
Mr. Arden Wood mentions about inspection’ of schools by doctors. But is it 
to be on a compulsory or voluntary basis? I think this would. be beset with 
‘difficulties. “‘I'think that if the Government promises to look into the. 
question and see what steps can be takon for giving effect to the purposes of 


this resolution, it would be the best way of dealing. with this.» The question _ 


of combating tho positive ignorarice of the people in regard. to sanitationis a 
serious’ one, and it ‘0 necessary to deal with: the mischievous idea that is 
prevalent about 
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“My Léiej irik: ta give’ my “support “tol the peaslatiant that hne: been. ‘ 


moved 4 my Hon'ble friend Mr. Irwin. I have, followed. with considerable, 
interest the Pisce ding speakers and I find that there is a seapenene of ion 
in support of tho resolution that: has bern n moved. Yeh lon’ble Mr. at 
__ Some of iny friends « ray that they s genes the peencage, 
* they donot go far to'support Mee ul ie the dake “So far as Iam: oa 
Thavé rot héen able to quite follow some *of my Hon'ble friends’ ie 
d'me and who think that it is not ssiaaaite to make the study of 
nitation compulsory in schools or for the Matriculation examint 
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subject: for the Matriculation examination and also for the First Aits: which is 
now called the Intermediate Examination, J think, My Lord, there is nothing. 
so far as my community is donéerned, objectionable to make: the study of 
hygiene and sanitation a compulsory subject in the Matriculation exwmination. 
‘The Hon'ble Mr, Arden Wood has said that the Matriculation examination is 
intended to examine the fitness of students who go in for the Arts examina- 
tion, Ze., for the higher courses of study. I believe the study of books is a 
comprehensivé thing and the stady of hygiene and sanitation may. well. be 
included in the curriculum of the Calcutta University. Ido not, in support- 
ing the resolution of the Hon'ble Mr, Irwin, minimise the importance of 
remedial measures regarding the improvement of the condition of things in 
villages and in nfifassal towns in addition to the supply of filtered water, the 
improvement of drainage, the cutting of juigles and many other things. I 
believe that in addition to other subjects the study of hygiene and. sanitation 
in our schools and pathsalas will be very useful in attaining the object we all 
have in view, namely, the genoral improvement in the sanitary condition of this 
Presidency and especially of Indian homes and surroundings, With this view, 
as a member of the Indian community, I gladly welcome the resolution which 
hag been moved by the Hon'ble Mr. Irwin in the interest of our community.” 


The Hon'ble Sir 8, P. Stvwa said -— 


“My Lord, I need hardly assure my Hon’ble friends that the Government 
is in entire sympathy with the object of the Hon'ble Mr. Irwin in moving this 
resolution... That object, conceive, is to be attained by the spreading of’ the 
knowledge of ordinary simple rules ,of hygiene amongst. the people and 
thereby rendeting them more capable of avoiding those unhealthy conditions 
which lead to-disease. I can’assure the Council that this subject has receiv- 
ed fora long time past the earnest and continous attention of Government. 
Tn the well-known resolution of the Government of India: on the educational 
vir ete Government, dated the 31st February 1913, the Government of India 

: this : i 

“The claims of hygiene are paramount not only in the interests of the 
children themselves, though these are all-important, but also as an object- 
lesson to the rising generation. Hitherto want of funds and the apathy of 
the people have been responsible for-the comparatively small attention paid to 
hygiene.” 


Tau afraid we havo not progressed very far in either of these directions. 
The resolution goes on to say : , 


“In vome provinces a simple course of instruction in hygiene i8 prescribed. 
at’ some period of the school course, but the lessons are often of too formal a 
type, are not connected with the life’ of the pupil and fail to form his habits 
or to enlist his intelligence in after-life in the struggle against disease. In 
some areas, there is a general inspection of school premises by medical autho- 
tities ; but it is believed that little is done for the individual inspection of 
Sehool children, and that medical advice has not always been enlisted in 
regard to the length of the school day, the framing of curricula, and such 
matters.. ‘The Government of India commend to local Governments a thorough 
_ enquiry by a small committee of experts, medical and educational, into school 
ad eal ‘hygisne. The scope of the enquiry will no doubt vary in different 
parts of provinee, but the following seem to be important matters for 
investigation :— 3 Biya ry 
- (i) The condition of school ease hostels agd other places where 
aero et pupils reside, from the point of view of sanitation, 
ii) ‘Phe professional examination of 
1 paints views e's 
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pi (iii) The introduction of a simple and more practical course of hygiene ; 
a P whether it. should be. a compulsory subject in- the various 
oy. setemes of sehool-leaving certificates, and whether it should be 
|, ®. Yecommended to Universities as part of their Matriculation 
sti beads examination. (‘This is the subject matter of the resolution.) 
~~ (iv) ‘The inspection, where possible, of male scholars, with special 
A et yeferénce to infectious diseases, syersiht and malaria. | This 

_ “point bas been mentioned by the Hon'ble Mr, Arden Wood.) 
(v) The length of the school:day, home studies, and the effect upon 
health of the present system of working for formal examin- 

ations. i s! 





(vi) The requitements in the way of recreation grounds, gardens, 
"*" gymnasia. reading rooms, common rooms, etc. 


(vii) The inspecting and administrating agency required, the possibility 
of Sheer dt with existing organisations and the provision of 
funds. t i * 


Now in pursuance of that policy, in 1913 the Governmont, of Bengal 
appointed a representative committee to enquire into the whole subject of 
school and college hygiene. The committee included men of practical ex- 
perience and insight-into educational. problems, both from the physical and 
mbtellectual point of view. It was. presided over by. the Director of Public 
Instruction (Mr, Hornell) and its members were Colonel Clemasha, the then 
Sanitary Commissioner, the Sanitary Engineer. Dr: Grey, the Adviser on 
Physical Education to the Government of Bengal, Colonel Deare, Sir Kailash 
Chandra Bose, Mr. Smith Allen, Miss Brocke, Mr. Saroda Ranjan Das and 
Maulvi Wahed Khan Bahadur. with Mr. Stark of the Education Department 
as Secretary,,and amongst the subjects which they. were asked to enquire into , 
were the introduction of a simple and practical course of hygiend; whether 

it should be. epapalaciy and whether it should Be, recommended to the 
University.as a subject in the Matriculation examination... That committee 
held protracted sittings and afterwards made an unanimous recommendation 
to the Government of Bengal. They were of opinion that there should be a 
coursé of hygiene.and sanitation for the four upper classes of high schools, for 
which at present there was no provision ; but the difficulty they felt was the 
‘Want of teachers to whom the task’ of teaching these children could be 
confided. As regards European schools, steps have been taken. on the basis of 
the syllabus drawn up by the hygiene committee to make the study of hygiene 
* compulsory both for boys and ih As regards Indian schools, the Govern- 
ment accepted the principle that the teaching of hygiene should be an integral 
part of the secondary school course and that a working knowledge of hygiene 
should be a ane qua non of the teachers, and for that purpose it would be 
necessary to include hygiene in the course for training schools. There is a 
schéme now being prepared by the Director of Public Instruction with that 
object, that is, for introducing hygiene in the course for training schools. 
Tam sure the Hon'ble Mr, Irwin will be the first to recognise that we ¢ 
earry out his resolution, even if we wanted to, unless we had duly eit 
teachers, who are to carry out the teaching of hygiene in the schools. ‘Ths irst 
ing, therefore, is to get the teachers. We are having a scheme 
id it is to be hoped that we shall have in the near future funds to carry out 
that scheme. As I was tolling the House with referenze to the been | the 
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sginrabacpenal of it, subject to\a very important condition, namely, that the 

overnment of Bengal should be able to finance it from provincial reyenues 
when normal conditions were restored. Therefore, with the greatest possible 

» desire to give effect to. the general demand for providing a certain amount. of 
- teaching of hygiene and sanitary science in the schools, we have not got,, first 

_ of all, the teachers to do it ; and, secondly, we have not got the money eitlier to 
train the teachers and we have to wait till we can get both money and 
teachers. Now that I have explained tho attitude of Government with regard 
to the first part of the Hon’ble Mr. Irwin’s resolution, namely, the ‘provision 
for the teaching of hygiene in aided schools, | may mention for the’ informa- 
tion of the Hon'ble mover that that scheme includes as one of its essential 
portions a scheme for the medical inspection of ehildrén in schools. The 
Government believe that both are necessary for the objects which we all 
have in view—the metlical inspection of children as well as the teaching of 
hygiene and sanitary science. y 


Taking the second part of the Hon’ble Mr. Irwin’s resolution, that also,: 
ag I have already said, has been engaging the attention of the Government of 
India and of this Government, and after consulting the local} Governments, 
the Government of India came to the conclusion somewhat contrary to their 
first idea that it would not be desirable to make the course in hygiene in 
higher institutions compulsory. They point out to us in their letter of the 
18th January 1917 that ‘such of the local Governments as have intimated their 
opinion were not in favour of the teaching of hygiene as’ a separate sub- 
ject for examination. The Government of India are prepared to Accept this 
conclusion, for as a result of further consideration, they are themselves | 
inclined that the insistence on the instruction of pupils in hygiene with a view 
toan examination test would probably only lead to a somewhat formal and super- 
fluous course of instruction. They aro’ disposed to think that a preferable’ 
alternative would be to give practical instruction to teachers in hygiene. In 
these cireumstances, having regard to the fact that atest in hygiene does not 
properly fall within. the scope of an: University. examinati 


rt tion as such, the 
overnment. of India are not at present. prepared to invite the Caleutia 
University to consider whether sanitation and hygiene should ‘be. recognised 
as alternative subjects for the matriculation examination.’ 1 think that 
disposes of the second portion of the resolution, as regards hygiene and sani- 
tary science being made compulsory subjects for the University examination. 


With regard to the third point, the conclusion follows from what 
“T have already said before that it would be premature altogethor, even if it 
were possible, to talk of making allotments in the budget for this purpose. 
We are all of us convineed that in the interests of the pupils, it is necessary 
to create or to stimulate the ‘sanitary conscience.’ It is recognised that 
‘one of the best ways of doing that is to give a certain amount of instruction 
in the schools with regard to hygiene and sanitary science, but for that pur- 
pose ‘there ‘are two things that are essential—frst, the provision of an 
adequate number of well-equipped teachers and, secondly, funds. Neither of 
these is available, and, I am afraid, neither will be available for some, little 
time to come. We must be satisfied, therefore, with the gradual progress 
that is heing mado, and I am suye Hon'ble Members will recognise that some 
r‘ ey, 


0 already sad that we must. trust to better times for 


r programme sketched in the resolution of 
Whe Hon'ble MeeInwinyeaid 
“My Lord, in deference to’ what appears (te be: Vrs ester fined cot 
Hon'ble Members, 1,am prepared to agree; to, substitute, the , ward | optional - 
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would furchorask Your Lordship’s permission toadd tothe first paragraph 
of my resolution the following words :-— z i 


‘and that grants be made to unaided schools for similar teaching under 
conditions to be settled by thy Director of Publie Instruction.’ 


As regards the objection of want of funds, surely,/My Lord, Iynoed say. 
nothing more than that for, such an object there are many other projects 
which should bo sot aside or postponed until less stringent times. 


Ag to the difficulty of providing qualified instructors, T would ask if the 
assistance of the Sanitary Commissioner, who is also the Professor of Hygiene 
at the Medical College, has been sought ? ; 


Dr. Bentley assures me that, if given the means and authority, he 
would guatantee to provide sound teaching in a hundred municipalities in 
the Province within six months. Has not the appointment of a Deputy Sani- 
tary Commissioner been already sanctioned ?’ If so, why has it not been 
given effect to by the appointment of a qualified man? Less than Rs. 10,000 
would suffice for this. 


In conclusion, { have here, My Lord, a most interesting pamphlet on this 
subject. published, in 1877, by Dr.John Murdock, from which none will 
admit of my quoting to-day, but which I commend to the notice of the 
authorities. It 1s prefaced by the words ;— 


* An appeal to the Indian Government, the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion and the University Authorities on behalf of the Dumb Millions of. India, 
the victims of indescribable. misery and whose death-roll is doubled from a 
violation of the Laws of Health.” 


Ifthose words; My Lord, do not appeal to those in authority to give a 
favourable ear tomy resolution, nothing that I ean add: will, 1 can only: 
appeal to Government not to neglect this opportunity of trying to relieve the 
sutorings of millions.” s ‘ ‘ 


The Presment said :— od 


“Does the Hon’ble mover wish to move the resolution, in the amended 
form ?” ‘ ‘ ‘ 


s 


‘The Hon’ble Mr. Irwin. said -— 

“ Tf Your*Lordship permits me, I would moye the resolution in the 
following amended form :— ‘ 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 
% v7 - 

(x) the teaching of Hygiene and Sanitation by duly qualified ‘tefichers. 

‘be made compulsory in all State-aided pia both for boys and 

girls, in the province; and that grants be madéto unaided 


schools for similar teaching under conditions to be settled by 
the Director of Public Instruction ; bite 


(i) these subjects be included as optional subjects for the Univer- 
. sity Matriculation Examination; and 
(i) provision for'the above be made in 
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, Rai Mahendra Chanira Mitra Bahadur. ~ 


zamindars from the tenants concerned, When the “British took over the 
ceded districts, numerous embankments were in existence in Hooghly, the 
most important being within the Burdwan Raj Estate, which owned thos 
along the Damodar. WAL 
From the earliest times the district. of Burdwan has been protected from 
floods by embankments along the Damodar, At first individual efforts rather 
than public contribution provided for their construction A landowner whose 
field was threatened would construct a bandh to save it with the result that 
the flood water would attack some other point further down. The process 
would be repeated again and again until the banks of the river were protected 
by a series of regular embankments, Before the last half of the nineteenth 
century, however, these were neither so extensive nor so strong. as to 


effectually check the fury of the great floods to which hill-fed streams, 


_ a whi 


_ sterling * y 


such as the Damodar, are liable, and the early history of the district is full 
of accounts of disastrous floods which breach the embankments and caused 
widespread damage. The earliest. recorded occurred in 1770, and the injury 
which it caused to the winter rice crop intensified the famine of that year. 
The inundation was first observed on the 29th September, when the waters 
of the Damodar rose toa level with the top of the embankment and near 
the western extremity of the town. of Burdwan, the embankment gradually 
gaye way. Tho damage was. repaired, but four or five days later a second 
rising of the river resulted in the entire destruction of the embankment. 
Every effort to check the violence of the torrents proved in vain and 
the town of Burdwan was almost totally destroyed, not an earth-built hut 
remained, and even houses constructed with bricks suffered considerably. 

Mr. W. W. Hunter, of the Béngal Civil Service, furnished the following 
information to the Hon'ble George Campbell, one of the Judges of Her 
Majesty’s Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, and President of the 
Famine Commission, in the Minutes appended to the Famine Report of 
1769-88 :— 

‘Before the end of the rainy season in 1770 the evident depopulation 
had excited grave apprehension in the minds of the Council. While a. third 
of a 1 pages of the poor had been thus swept from the face of the earth, 

je generation of once’rich families had. been ‘reduced to poverty. On 
every side we hear of the revenue. famines, a wealthy class, who then stood 
forth as the visible Government to the common people, being unable to realise 
the land tax, stripped off their office, their persons imprisoned and their 
lands, the sole dependence of their families, re-let: The ancient houses of 
who were afterwards acknowledged by the British Government as the . 

lords of the soil, faired still worse. The Raja of Burdwan, whose province had 
been the first to cry out, and-one of the last to obtain relief, died miserably 
towards the end of the famine, leaving a treasury so utterly drained that 
his son, a boy ot gixteen, had to melt down the family plato, and, when this was - 
exhausted, to beg a temporary loan, in order to perform his father’s obsequies.’ 
Ten or fifteen years later we find the unfortunate prince, unable to satisfy the 
Government. demands,,a prisoner in his own palace. His successor at the 
present day enjoys an income reputed at. more than a hundred thousand 
*. The two great potentates in the west of Lower 

Bengal were reserved for a more cruel fate. At the close ofthe famine, the 
Reyenue Agents, being unable to wring the land tax out of their depopulated 
estates, were sharply dispossessed and when the local records open we find one 
of the princes, the aged Hindu Raja of Bishenpore, let out of the debtor's 
on only to die, and- the other, ‘the youthful Mussalman Raja of 
irb m, hardly suffered to obtain his majority before he was confined for 

‘ \ 

Another flood which seems to have been equally disastrous occurred in | 

Burdwan in 1787. Describing “the damage caused by’ it, the Collector, — 
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Mr. Kinloch, wrote: ‘The town is totally destroyed; nota vestige of 
a mud house: remaining and even those built of brick aro many of them 
fallen or so entitely damaged that a longer residence im them becomes 
dangerous. \Maay people have lost their lives and great number of cattle are 
drowned.’ | . 


The inundation of 1823,. which commonced ‘on the night of the 
' 26th September, was caused by the bursting of the Damodar, the Baghirathi 
and minor streams, 


% ns * 
The flood of 1855 resulted in the destruction of the embankment on the 
right side of the Damodar in tho district. of Burdwan, » 


» ©The successive floods of the Damodar in revent years which are so well 
known have made the material condition of the people very bad and the 

‘sufferings of the inhabitants of the affected localities can be better imagined 
than described. . 


At presont the South-Western Circle of the Public Works Department 
is divided into four divisions, viz. :—(1) Cossye, (2) Northern Drainage 
and Embankment, (3) Circular and Eastern Canals and (4) Midnapore 
Canal Revenue Division, : 


(1) The Cossye Division’ contains the districts of Midnapore, Hooghly 
and Howrah, with divisional headquarters at Midnapore. 


+ (2) The Northern Drainage and Hmbankmont Division contains the 
district of Hooghly, Burdwan, Birbhum, 24-Parganas and Howrah with. tlie 
divisional headquarters in Calcutta. - 


(3) The Ciretilar and ‘Eastern Canal Division comprises the districts of 
Khulna, 24-Parganas, Jessore, Bakarganj and Faridpur, having the divisional 
headquarters in Calcutta. 4 


(4) Midnapore Canal Revenue Division contains the districts of Midnapore 
and Howrah, having the divisional headquarters at Midnapore. 


The Central Circle is divided into two divisions, namely, (1) Burdwan and 
(2) Nadia Rivers Division. 


(1) The Burdwan Division contains the districts of Hooghly, Burdwan, 
_ Birbhum, Bankura and Jessore, with divisional headquarters at Hooghly. 

-(2) The Nadia Rivers Division. comprises the districts ‘of Murshidabad, 
Nadia, Burdwan and Birbhum, having the divisional headquarters at 
Berhampore. 

Incorporation of the above-named districts in the several divisions, as 
noted above, is neither geographically nor politically consistent. These 
divisions.are rather arbitrary. ‘Therefore, the above districts asgomprised in’ 


two circles should be re-distributed and in consideration of the gravity of the | 


Situation caused by the Damodar floods in the districts of Howrah, Hooghly 
and Burdwan, some of the aforesaid divisions should be amalgamated and 
without incurring further expenditure a special division of the Public Works 
Departinent to be called the ‘Damodar Embankment and Drainage Division’ 
ean be formed. ‘Phe question of mitigating the untold suflerings of the vast 
Population of more than 800 villages is a very important one. 


Therefore, from the administrative point of view, the formation of the 


~ ‘Damodar Embankment. and Drai _ Division’ with divisional head- 
Sars at Burdwan or Hooghly and‘not in Calcutta ts very desirable and 
urgent, i 


___ With these few words, My Lord, I he’ résolution for th e 
ot Your Hapellensy’s Gowns “ ches “ “sf ie acceptance 
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He spid — ™ 


su Lord, this resolution’ speaks for itself, and I submit. that a Standin, 
dana ought to be aden Ts . . 


‘The Hon'ble Mr. Commune stid :— 


“Sir, the Hon'ble Mover’s speech is commendably: short. Prostmably 
he refers tq the Committee, the constitution of which was contemplated in 
the resolution of the 3rd July, 1906. Tn accordance with that resolution, Com- 
mittees were formed for ainany districts, including those in the Damodar basin, 
namely, the Midnapur, Bankura, Birbhum, Burdwan, Hooghly and Howrah 
districts. ‘The personnel was to consist of the Commissioner of tbe Division 
as President, and the Collector, the Superintending Engineer, the “Executive 
Enginioor, the District Engineer, and selected lautglaers as members. ‘The 
attention ‘of the Commissioner wiil be drawn: to the appointment of such 
Standing Committees, and the lists of names of landholders ‘will be revised in 
accordance with existing conditions and requirements. Undor the terms 
of that resolution, such Standing Committees aré to be convened by the 
Commissioner when required: i fi 

Tn this case, again, Government would. be prepared to accept the 
recommendation in the resolution, if -the wording be slightly altered. I 
suggest for the Hon'ble Member's consideration that the resolution might” 
read as follows — ° 


“This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that Standing 
Committees of officials and non-officials for the districts in the 
Damodar basin be constituted in accordance with the terms of 
the resolution of the 3rd July, 1906." 4 





>< Ifthe Hon'ble Member would accept this as a modification of his original 
resolution; on behalf of Government, T would be prepared to accept it.” 
‘The Hon'ble Mauzyr Apo. Kasnm said -— * ‘ 
i “My Lord, after .the assurance given by the Hon'ble Mr. Cumming, 
‘that if the changes proposed-by him be acceptable to the Hon'ble Mover, the 
resolution will be accepted by Government, I,do not think that I need trouble 
the Council with any speech of, mine. I hope that the Hon'ble Mover will 
accept the suggastions of the Hon'ble Member in charge.” 
The Hon'ble Rat Manenpra Ciavona Mirra Banapur then moved the 
resolution in the following amended form rey A 
“This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that Standing 
Committees of officials and non-officials. for “the districts in the Damodar 
basin be consituted in accordance wgith the terms of the resolution of the 3rd 
July, 1908,” ; dy 
'. The motion was put and agreed to. 
ry 


LIST OF ‘BUSINESS—ITEM No. 17. 

rE std) t : 

The Hon'ble Rar Manunpra Omanpra~ Mrrea Banapur moved the 
: ing résolution :— oi 


following ition :— u 
_ This Couneil recommen to the Goyernor in Coutcil that th 
sof aaa ike saaatenst fainok he: ‘te BA tit ond 
1 grade of Rs. 40—5—100, with effect from the Ist April, 1018. 
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He said :— ‘ i 


““My Lord, the history of the typists. of the Secretariat may be briefly 
stated as follows :— 


There are only two grades of typists at present, namely, (1) Rs. 30—2—50_ 
and (2) Rs. 50—2—70'; so it takes a person entering on Rs, 80 ten full years 
to get up to the Rs, 50 grade, te. a living wage. ‘The posts in the other 
grade are very. limited and it falls to the lot of a fortunate few only to 
obtain Rs. 50—2—70 just after completing their Rs. 30—2—50. Moreover, 
the typists are not allowed. on any account, to participate in the general 
clerical line in which the pay and prospects are handsome. The routine 
clerks in the general lino are in receipt of a pay ranging from Rs. 40 to Rs. 100 
from which they can rise up to the higher grades of the ministerial service, if 
they can show their.capacity.' “Che routinéclerk is generally one who writes 
up registers, records and despatches papers. A typist of average merit can 
and should effectively perform these duties. Still, as regards pay and pros- 
pects, the typists “have not unfortunately been placed on the same footing as 
that of the routine clerks. The starting pay of a typist is very poor. It, 
ee Le ceed eo Teg, aOLand HE a meareanlr eae ak. Rae ADs we OD peace 
given in place of the existing ones, namely, Rs. 30—2—50 and Rs. 50—2—70, 
it would'be only in the fitness of things. Owing to the increased cost of 
living Rs, 100 in these days in 12 years is not too much to aspire to. - 


My Lord, with these words | commend this resolution for the favourable 
consideration of Your Excellency’s Council.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Donan said — 


“My Lord, the question raised in the resolutionof the Hon'ble Member 
has already been under. the consideration of Government in connection with 
a memorial which was submitted by the typists, in. the Secretariat. . The 
-present rates of pay which haye been given by the Hon’ble Member have 
now been in foree for a considerabls period, but Government recognize that. 
» they are not adequate at the present time and have already come toa decision 
that they should be improved. We agree with the Hon’ble Member that. 
Rs. 40 should be the minimum wage. This is the minimum wage for a clerk 
in the Lower Division and we consider'that a typist should be remunerated at- 
not less than this figure. We further see no reason in having two grades of 
typists since all do the same work and. except from the pomt of view of 
capacity it is impossible to differentiate between them. So long as they con- 
form to the prescribed tests they should al] be treated alike at there is no 
point in making a distinction in the. rate of pay. ‘This arrangement will 
yemove the difficulty to which the Hon’ble Member has referred that only a 
few in the lower grade are fortunate enough to secure promotion to the upper 
grade after they reach the maximum of the lower ,grade. | But we are not. 
prepared to go to the length suggested by the Hon’ble Mémber as regards 
» increments and the maximum rate of wy. Under the Hon'ble Member's 
proposal a typist would reach his maximum in a comparatively short period 
and for the rest of his service would be on the same rate of pay, This is not. 
desirable. Whatever increments should be allowed should be spread over a 
longer period, so that the officer may have some addition of salary to look 
forward to throughous the greater» part “of his\ service. The maximum 
roposed by the Hon’ble Member is also too high for this class of officer. 
‘he work is, as the Hon'ble Member admits; routine work but it,is/of a ‘more 

outine character than that performed by men in the higher.grades of the 

wer Division. The typists cannot be really compared with the 

_ Division generally. | They are merely copyists, and simple ; they are 
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important reference work to do, Considering the character of their work 
Government are of opinion that Rs, 80 is a sufficiently high maximum 
salary for the typist class. They have, therefore, decided to fix the pay of 
all typists at the uniform rate of Rs, 40—2—80, ‘This is ‘a very substantial 
improvement on the old” scale, and it gives an adequate initial wage—a, 
continuous inerement throughout the most of the officer's service and a 
higher maximum wage to which all can attain. In view of this decision the 
Hon'ble Member will probably not desire to pross his ‘resolution. 


The Hon'ble Rar Manunpra Cuanpra Mrrra Banavur sald :— 
“My Lord, I accept the suggestions made by the Hon'ble Mr. Donald.” 


The Preswenr said :— 
“Does the Hon'ble Member wish to withdraw his motion ?” 


The Hon'ble Rat Manennra Ouanpra Mirra Banapur said :-— 
“Yea, My Lord.” * 
The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. * 


LIST OF BUSINESS—iTEM No. 18. 


The Hon'ble Mr. H. R.A. Inwin moved the following resolution :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the Scheme for 
the Improvement of Roads in the Duars, which was in 1913 approved. by 
Government after many conferences .and much negotiation, be — steadily 
continued until completion ; instead of being stopped or interrupted after the 
expenditure of 20 lakhs, a@hax been announced by officers of Government. 


He said -— 


“ Your Excellency may perhaps be aware that I represent the Tea Indus- 
try of Bengal and it is on behalf of the Planters of the fertile district of the 
Duars that I now appeal to you. 


I think it may not be amiss to give a very brief review of the history soe 
the Duars, which is probably unknown to many ‘members of this Council, 
possibly even to Your Excellency. 4 


The district, lies at the foot of the Himalayas, to the south of and 
contiguous to the Bhootan boundary and, though adjacent to the main line of 
the Eastern Bengal Railway to Darjeeling, is just off the beaten track and 
very few travellers to the hills think of the great industry, which is making 
such rapid progress close alongside their route. 2 


It is intersected by many large rivers, which drain the slopes of the 
Himalayas and has a vory heavy rainfall, amounting in ‘some parts to well 
over 200 inches—consequently traffic is very much restricted and congested 
for want of good roads and byidges. > 

It has only of late years been incorporated in the Indian Empire, having 


been taken over from Bhootan in 1863, — 


“It measures approximately 100 miles east ‘and! west, along the ‘fonk of * 
_ the hills, and 30 north and south from the Bhootan boundary. 
Less than 40 yoars a it was nothing but a howling waste of forest and 
é ede: fe home of wild elephants and tigers, yielding no revenue and hardly 
iil ing a single himan being. — Feet Bas cy 
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To-day there are no less than 130 Tea Estates, comprising over 110,000 

acres in cultivation, yielding approximately, 75,000,000 Ibs. of tea ; thero are 
numerous Bazars and a railway with 153 miles of line open for traffic. 

“It is no exaggeration to say that the district, the sole industry of which 

is tea, is the means of supporting and giving sustenance to approximately a 

quarter of a million souls. 


The wea industry is the sole raison’ d'etre of the railway. 


I do not think I shall be contradicted when I say that but for the tea” 
industry of tho Duars, the Hardinge Bridge, which ranks amongst tho big 
bridges of the world, would not yet have been constructed. 


Prior to the war there were. over 300 Europeans on the Tea Estates of 
the Duars but many have joined His Maiesty’s forces in some capacity or 
another and are assisting to win the terrible war which still devastates the 
world and some have laid down their lives nobly in the cause of liberty and 
right. 1 { | 

I say without fear ‘6f contradiction that the Duaré, which though 
comparatively small in point of area, is, taking into consideration the capital 
and interests involved, probably the most important of the country districts 
of Bengal to-day. 


It is impossible for me to say what the total revenue contributed directly 
and indirectly *to Government, amounts to; I fancy if I were to hazard a 
guess, Hon'ble Members might accuse me of exaggeration and. I will, therefore, 
confine myself to known facts—one figure I can give definitely on the basis of 
40 per cent. of the crop from the district, which the Food Controller requires 
for the United Kingdom, we get the large (previous to the war | should have 
said, huge) sum of £1,500,000- which the produce of this small district 
contributes directly, by way of duty alone, tg, the revenue of the United 
Kingdom : this sum is certainly underestimated, there is no doubt, that 
much more than 40 per cent.’ of the crop does find its way there, but the 
figure I give is definite and cannot be contradicted. 


In other words, this one item alone, contributed through the Duars, 
suffices to run the war for Great Britain for five or six hours, if other parts 
of the Empire contributed in like proportion, ‘His Majesty's Ministers would 
have little difficulty in finding funds. ‘ 


I foar I weary you My Lord, and T apologize to the Council for inflicting 
myself upon it twice in the same meeting, but the near approach of the 
Budget and the consequent risk of the matter being overlooked, makes it 
imperative to the interests I: psi inar that I should trespass on your time 
and 1 crave tho patience of Your Excellency and the Council, whilst T appeal 


for assistance in a matter so seriously affecting such an importunt district 
and community, in this Province. $ a 
»  Inapite of the importance of this district, which-I think I may claim to 
have clearly demonstrated, it is only within the last few years and after 
many conferences and much correspondence that the question of roads and 
the communications has seriously occupied the,attention of the authorities !» 
the only thoroughfares were what could only be ealled, jungle tracks ; roads, 
in the true sense of the word, did not exist, wy 
Howover, in 1912, Your Excellency's predecessor, Lord ° Carmichael, 
‘potsonally visited the Duars to see the state of affarre for himself. Pies 


___ It was not the bestseason of the year at which to form a correct opinion — 
of the awful condition into which these kucha tracks develop ! thatch e 
and country of the Duars in the cold weather is almos perfect ! in the height 











Mr. H. R.A. Irwin. 


of the rains, it is—well—the reverse! none but those who have seen it for 
themselves can imagine the state kuteha roads get into after wecks. of 
heavy rain and heavy traftic ! to transport goods, through the awful mud and 
slush which prevail, is nothing less than cruelty to man and beast! and yet 
for want of metalled roads:it has to be done. 


Be that as it may, His Excellency saw sufficient to impress upon him 
the absolute necessity for taking immediate steps to ameliorate the existing 
state of affairs, and he gave instructions for a, conference to be held at 
Jalpaiguri, at which a scheme should be drawn up for properly constructed, 
metalled roads with a network of feeder roads. 


This conference was duly held and presided over by— 


The Hon'ble Mr. B. K. Fidnimore, Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, Public Works Department, and attended by—; 
~ Tho Commissioner, Rajshahi Division ; 
Tho Deputy Commissioner, Jalpaiguri ; 
Tho Supormtending Engineer, Northern Circle ; 
The Executive Engineer, Jalpaiguri ; ‘ 
The Chairman, Duars Planters’ Association ; i 
i The Vice-Chairman, District Boards; and 
ulyi Masharraf. Hussain. * 


After much deliboration and discussion it was decided to recommend 
two main roads, east and west and north and south throughout the 
rite and breadth of the district, to be constructed by Government, and 
feeder roads, to be constructed by the district Board, with the aid of grants’ 
from Government, it being argued that without an efficient system of feeder 
roads, the main trunk roads would be of little use. 


The Deputy Commissioner undertook, in conjunction with the Duars 
Association, to draw up'a scheme for the feeder roads most necessary in 
connection with the newly proposed scheme. 


Eventually a scheme, for the two main roads, as previously stated, aggre-_ 
ating 114 miles, five major feeder roads, aggregating 84 milos, and six minor 
be Be roads, aggregating 42 miles, was submitted to Government. 


Commenting on this ef the Council Meeting of 4th April, 1913, the 
Hon'ble Mr. P. ©. Lyon said: ‘An admirable scheme for the purpose has” 


been drawn up by the local officers in communication with the District. Board” 
and further said 

of the Public Works Department and the District Board it will prove 
possible to carry the whole scheme through eventually.’ 


The two schemes, viz. the main roads to be constructed by the Public 


‘Works Department and the feeder roads a) the District Board, with Govern- . 


ment assistance, were estimated to cost 244 lakhs and 10 lakhs, resectively. 
Br ea 


_. In forwarding these estimates to the Secretary, Duars Association, 
the Deputy Commissioner, Jalpaiguri, wrote on February 13th, 1914e— 
' © After full consideration of the proposals Government have decided to 
carry out as much of the’ programme as Heddy but it has not been found 
possible to allot the whole amount required for carrying out the full pro- 
me. It id probable that a sum of 20'lakhs will be found during the next 
years for this purpose.’ Sige eer atte : 
mber, 1913, Government’ by notification in the Calcutta Gazette, 
ber 15th, sanctioned the formation of a new temporary Public 
_to be. designated. the Duars Road Division, with head- 







: ‘We have every hope that with the combined resources ~ 
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Mr, Aminur Rahman. . 






Replying to the Hon'ble Mr. Chaplin at the Council Meeting of 13th 
March, 1914, with reference to the estimate of 844 lakhs, the Hon'ble 
Mr. Finnimore stated that ‘the scheme had been carefully considered by 
Government’ and ‘it ‘is not possible during the next four years, to provide 
more than 20 lakhs for these roads.” : ar 

Again, at the Mooting of 3rd April, 1914, Sir William Duke said :— 
‘The programme to-be adopted by the Public Works Department will ‘closely 
follow the programme. of local requirement—we may not’be able to provide 
all that is required, but Government expect to be able to provide the greater 
part in the newt few years and the work will, I hope, proceed rapidly.” . i 


‘Yo be brief, My Lord, the fot years referred to by Government officers, 


are now drawing toa close and the work has been steadily progressing in the 
meanwhile. 4 i 


Though, principally owing to unforeseen circumstances, such as en- 
hanced cost of tool’, materials, etc., due to the war, a8 much work as was 
hoped for, has. not been completed for the monéy spent, still we tender our 
grateful thanks to Government fot what has been done. 


* I think, My Lord, from the comments on the scheme, by various responsi- 
ble Government officers, which I have quoted, we were justified in inferring 
that Government would continue to carry out the fall programme, after the 
20 lakhs, first allotted, had been spent and the four years had elapsed. 


Now lately, however, we have learnt’ with great dismay, almost I’ may 
say, consternation, that the: work is to be closed down abruptly, even if only 
temporarily, at the close of the current:financial year and the lately formed 
Public Works Division with the ‘staff, contractors, tools, machinery, etc., is ‘to 
be disbanded ‘and dispersed. * . Z 


It is against this decision, My Lord, I now beg most earnestly’ to appeal. 

‘We do not expect wndoer present war conditions, that the annual grants 
will be on the same ‘scale as heretofore, but we do earnestly trust that the 
work will be steadily, if more slowly, continued, and that the whole scheme 
for improving the means of communication in this important district, will not 
Le stultified through partially constructed roads being left in a blind state and’ 
not linked up in one concrete whole. , ’ s 


_ Inconclusion, My Lord, I respectfully urge that provision may be made 
in the coming Budget for the steady continuance of this scheme and if orders 
thave been issued for the dispersement of the Public Works*Diyision. that 
they may be- countermanded , before it is too late, so that money may nob be 
wasted in, having to,collect the component parts together again.” ; 


‘The Hon'ble Mx. Aauur Raracaw said -— : 


“My Lord, when we are talking of the Duars Roads Improvement Scheme 
it may seem to some to be a matior of pacoly local interest, and I fear it will 
not rouse much ‘enthusiasm in the Hon'ble Members who are not directly. 
interested in it. But when we realize that with it is bound up tho future of 
the tea dhdustry which is a matter of Imperial concern and in which an 

enormous amount of British and Indian. capital has been invested, which 

- employs hundreds of thousands of men and directly or indirectly aff 
large number of business concerns in this ry and in England, can 
justly claim to have raised a question which deserves the sympathetic atten- _ 
tion of Hon'ble Members and officials in this House. We must eraletally 

ack owlo Ige the help fiven by the Govprnment in the shape of a grant of 2 

aa That alone shows that the Goyernmont appreciated the ma 

‘and seriousness of the question. ‘The war has upset all our calculations 4 

- jt would be the height of folly to embarass the Government by p 1g as 

é : : ads 
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‘Me. Cumming. 


farthorgraste' if at the kame time we could not prove beyond doubt that it 
bs ‘would be unwise to adopt a policy of retrechment in this direction, - 
"No one can foresee what the condition of the tea trade will be during 
the continuance of the war and immediately after. So far we have been 
able to tide over the extromo difficulties through the génerous support 
of the British. Government who. have maile arrangements to buy Indian tea 
n India. But the cost. of production and transportation is an’ essential 
Site in the eondition of the trade. Bad. communication, the want of a 
bridge where it is necessary, bad roads leading. to the railway stations, all 
these mean greater expenditure on. both production and transportation. 
Although we have just managed ‘to escape a disaster on account: of. the 
steps Government have taken to buy tea, wo still view the future with great 
misgivings and: alarm. ~ | am certain Government is not in a position to make 
- amy predictions in our favour. We have, therefore, to exert every means to. 
put ourselves in such’ an advantageous position, bo that in case there is a’ 
sudden depression in the trade we can just manage to live. We are already 
making great sacrifices ourselves in order to keep the trade going. Tho 
price of machinery and stores has inereased to an unprecedented extent. 
On account of occasional depressions in the trade and bad state of 
finance vhe condition of labour is far from salisfactory, The want of a 
‘sufficient quantity of rolling stock has made our position insecure. In such 
circumstances, | am sure we can justly demand that the Government should 
make some sacrifice to give us some reliof in our distressed condition. 
For the Government also it. would be a wiser policy to continne ‘the work. 
Mr. ‘Travers, the Chairman of the Duars Planters’ Association—a man whose 
patriotism and high sense of publie-duty has been a source of strength and 
inspiration to us all during these trying times—said only the other day in 
his address to the Duars Planters /*Gentlemen, your’ Committee and your 
monbers’ I am quoting Mr. ‘Travers— your Committee and your members 
are supromely grateful to Government for what it has already done for our 
roads. Had the grants not been forthcoming, the industry must have stood 
‘still instead of advancing as it has done, But we would respectfully, draw 
the altention of Government fo the fact that important’roads bearing a large 
‘and increasing: traffic are still mere kutcha tracks. We do not ask” says 
Mr. Travers—‘we do not ask under the present war conditions for a 
continuance of the grants at the rate at which they have been allotted in 
‘\\ recent years. But we do appeal for a continuance of the Duars Road » 
© Division with smaller grants to steadily proceed with improvement. The» 
Division is in working order now. Let it once be closed and the’ staff, 
eontractors, tools and organization be disseminated and only at very large 
expense can’ reorganization take” place.’ The opinion of such a high 
' authority om this subject deserves the respectful consideration of every 
Hon'ble Member of this House. If it is the intention of the Government to 
vearry on and complete the work of improving the Duars, roads, and 1 
believe they have given an undertaking to this effect, then they would-be 
ea to proceed with the work howevor slowly, and gradually build 
: ‘stem of roads that will help the planters as well as the Government. 
vad: rik devin ‘this advisedly. The Duars roads have a military significance. 
“You cannot iznore the possibilities of, a good system of (communication in 
~ your frontiers: “Tshould utge the Government to accept this resolution,” —* 
‘Hou’ble Mx. Cosanna said ie 3 
ir, [ regret that it is not possible for’ Gordstnnent to aooept! the 
solution in ‘its resent/form, but I trust that after,the statement which I 
alg, splat pators the Council, regarding the abide of Government in 
of the four Nand programme which the Hon'ble Mover has 
oa Mem! may seo Pay this conélusion has eoaiararle 



























* Resolutions. 
Mr. Cumming. * 


Tho Hon’ble Mr. Irwia has given us an agiorenlane account of: the 


Western Duars, its development within recent years and its. contribution 


towards the funds of the British Empire. . 1t is true that Government have a — 


great interest in their property in the Western Duars which came under their 
control about half a century ago and that the annual production of tea in this 
area is twice the total of the Darjeeling district. It is also true that 20 


years ago there was not a single metalled road in the whole district, and that 
- the whole country-side is devoid of old established communications and is, 


moreover, subject to heavy rainfall. Nevertheless, any amelioration of the — 


communications in the Duars must have reference to the finances of the whole 

Province. : ; 
‘At the outset, I desire to point out that the sum of 20 lakhs for the 

. {improvement of the Duars roads was fixed) for purely financial reasons. 

four years’ programme at an estimate of over 2 crores of rupees was initiated 
in 1913, forthe purpose of bringing up to the proper standard the equipment 
of the whole Province, principally in buildings and communications. Under 
the sub-head of roads, demands. for all the districts were tabulated and the 
total demand for communications in the whole Province came to 43 lakhs. In 
- yiew of the total amount of money which at that timo, before the outbreak of 
war, it was contemplated it would be possible to allocate to the whole provin= 
cial scheme, it was decided that 28 lakhs might be made available to meet 
the demand of 43 lakhs for roads throughout the whole Provinee for a period 
of four years, Now, tho share of the Public Works portion of the Duars Road 
_ Scheme in that total of 28 lakhs was only 15} lakhs. I should explain at this 
Lord Qarmichael, in November 1912, in reply to the addresses presented at 
Jalpaiguri, advised the Iistrict Board and the Planting Community to draw up 
‘a schome for the improvement of communication by road within the, district 
as a-whole. Aftermuch discussion with the local officers and the representa- 
tives of the District Board and the Duars Planters’ Association, two compre- 
hensive schemes were drawn up for the improvement of roads in the Duars, 
one known as the 19 road schemé to which the Hon'ble Member has referred 
‘at a cost of 244 lakhs for roads which were to be constructed and improved 


‘by the Public Works Department and a separate one of 10} lakhs towards the 


programme of work to be carried out by. the: District Board. The District 


Board at one time contemplated borrowing 4 lakhs and it)was proposed that if 


_ Government should give a contribution to the District Board of 6 lakhs ; and 
so if this sum be-included the total outlay of public funds which was proposed 
would have been nearly 31 lakhs of vupees.. Towards the end of 1913 the 
Government considered that no more than the 15$ lakhe to which I have 

\lready alluded could be spared for the Duars Road Scheme.’ Later, however, 
as the resources of the Board had beon increased by the surrender of the 
Public Works Cess, Government, in January 1914, decided, instead of ‘iving 
agrant to the ‘District Board, to carry out as much of the Public Worke 
a Chgene eager as was possible from provincial funds ; and it’ was 
thought probable at. that time that.a sum of 20 lakhs could, be found in the 
next 4 years from 1914 to 1918 for the schome. ‘That is the origin of the isum 
Fee 20 lakhs torah Hon'ble Mover a ipa It was further decided 
that some parts programme should either be eliminated or tponed 
until after 1917-18 when it might be Satie find funds for The ext 

‘work. ‘The Publie Works scheme of road improvement at a cost of 2: Jake : 

pena cut down to one of 16$ lakhs ; but the additional 3} lakhs r 

bi ‘ iven’ 

Publ 


wine — rg wens that sum andthe 20 lakhs were give 










stage what the Duars Road Scheme was. As explained. by the Hon'ble Mover, © 
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District have been extremely fortunate that, not withstaiding ihe outbreak 
of the war, so much has been spent in this part of the Province for carrying 
out a programme which was contemplated before the war for in so many 
other directions, Public Works expenditure contemplated before the war 

as been ruthlessly cut down. The Hon'ble Mr. Aminur Rahman has given 
utterance to this. The Planting Community have not been unmindful of 
the fact. In December 1917 the Duars Planters’ Association said that they 
were most grateful for the genérous grant of 20 lakhs which had been and 
was being made towards the improvement of communications , and they 
recognized that Government in a very difficult financial period had done very 
much for the Duars. 


The attitude of Government in this matter has been made clear to the 
Council by Mr. Lyon’ im 1913 and by my predecessor in a speech made 
before this Councilin the month of April 1916. In 1913, Mr. Lyon made 
the remarks which the Hon'ble Mr. Irwin has already quoted : ‘that Govern- 
ment had every hope that with the combined resources of the Public Works 
Department and the District Board: it would be <possible to carry out the 
whole scheme eventually.’ Mr. Beatson. Bell, in 1916; stated that the pro- 

ramme for the construction ‘of 19 roads was one which Government always 
hon tocarry out ; that the roads which had been constructed ai that time were 
costing much more than was contemplated ;and that, although the programme 
for the 19 roads had been formulated, it had never been promised that these 
19 roads should be constructed regardless of cost The view of the 
Financial Department has been that, when the four years programme had 
been finished, there would be another stock taking; but that Department 
could not guarantee to finance the works which might then remain to be 
completed. 


Now, towards the end of 1917, the Duars Association presse both the 
local officers and Government for the completion of the whole of the origimal 
scheme. But it was decided last. year that for financial. reasons Government 
could not commit themselves to an expenditure beyond the 20 lakhs, In 
accordance with this decision, constraction will now continue till March 1919 - 
it is not the case that construction will siinply continue till the end of the 
current financial year..as the Hon'ble Member apparently understands ; but 
in view of the disabilities affecting the finances of this Province, it is not at 
present possible to say what amount of money can be spared for further 
eonstraction during 1919 and the following years, In January 1918 the 
Association represented that the work ‘should be continued as some of the 
important connected links are still awaiting. The Government appreciate the 
fact that even by. 1919 the: original schemo will still be incomplete. As - 
regards the roads in the Public Works programme, interior gmmunications 
have ‘now been practically completed in four out of the five subdivisions 
into which the Duars, from the point of view of tea industry are divided. 
For the future, there remain the completion of the interior communications in 
the fifth sub-district and the construct.on of trunk lines of communication 
with the district headquarters. 


On one point, however, 1am able to reassure the Hon’ble Member and 
the Duars ‘Planters’ Association that any misgiving, which they may feol that 
roads already constructed will not be maintained, is without foundation. 
The roads already constructed will certainly be maintained. » I understand, 
however, that the real apprehension of the Associatfon is that the Construc. 
tion Division which is already in existence for the work in hand may be 
disbanded ; and the wish is expressed that oven if the progress be slow 

“and small the organization which has been constituted for tho coustruction of 
roads should not be abandoned. On this point I regget I can give no definite 
‘assurance. i 4 





334 THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MARCH 18, 1918. [Par IVA © 


——————————— 

















Resolutions. i ; 
Mr. Irwin; Babu Akhil Chandra Datta; Baby Kishoré Mohan Chaudhuri ; 
Babu Bhabendra Chandra Roy. Y 


In view of the statement which I have made ‘and of the fact that the 
amount of money which can be further allotted to’ this ‘scheme, miist be 
considered with reference to the claims of the province as a whole, T trust 
that the Hon'ble Member will see his way.to withdraw this resolution, As it 
is, the Public Works project “has received 3¢ lakhs more than what was 
originally coritemplated, and the whole of the 20 lakhs is being debited t6 
Revenue and not incladed in the Loans Budget. " 


‘The Hon'ble Mu: Irwin said — 


“ My Lord, as T understand from the Hon'ble Mr. Cumming that the work 
will be continued till March 1919, I beg leave sto: withdraw this resolution. 


I would bring the matter up again a year hence if necessary. ” 
The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 19. 


_ The Hon'ble Banu Ager: Onanpra Darra moved the’ following resolution :—= 


‘This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that all porsons 
who have been interned, or who may hereafter be interned, under the opera= 
tion of the Defence of India (Criminal Law nendment) Act, 1915, be 
domiciled in places free from malaria and insanitary conditions, i 


He said :— 


“My Lord, the grievancos of those who have been interned are well 
known and on the present occasion it will not serve any useful purpose to 
repeat the old story. I wish only to say this that whatever may have been 
the circumstances which have led to the internment of these young mon and 
quite apart from the question’ whether they have been rightly or wrongly 
interned, they. are oortainly entitled to such troatment as political prisoners 
all over the civilized world receive.. With these few words I commend the 
resolution to the acceptance of Your Lordship’s Council.” i 

é 


The Hon'ble Banu Kistort Monan Cuaupnurt said :— 


“My Lord, I support the motion. “It is /but fair that when a person is 
taken charge of attention should be giyen to his sanitary needs. We have no 
objection to a person being watched «over and detained in custody but his 
sanitary need should not be ignored in any way, as we soe that the worst 
criminals in pe jails are given. proper attention by the Civil Surgeon. 
think that as the request isa very fair one it will be accepted by the Council.” 


Tho Hon'ble Basu Buasenpra Caanpra Roy saids— 


“My Lord, it would be a great pity if the prosent-resolution has to 
encounter official opposition, Time and again, we have sought to bring to 
the notice of Government. the deplorable state in which a very large propor- 
tion of the détenus in Bengal are believed tolive their life of exile. Iam’ not 

* aware that in our attempts in this direction we have sometimes made 
ourselves odious to Government and provoked ‘the anger of mighty officials.“ T 
hope it will not be coriténded on behalf of Government in reply to this Resolu+ 
tion that there are no known instances in which détenus have: suffered from 
malaria or fromi other diseases due to the general incondition of particular 
localities. | We know as a fact that a very large number have been domicile 
in desolate or unhealthy, rroundings, and that they have been petiti 
the authorities for bake removed to better places. Some time back I z 


. 
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ae : 
‘for information relating to the’complaints made’ by détenus on such (grounds 
» andswas told in reply that the -officers were too busy to bother themselves 
with compilation of the information asked for. I have’ every respect for’ our 
officials, but [ positively réfuse to allow them to be the judge of the utility or 
« importance of any information’ sought by non-official: members. Though 
my question was not considered importaht enough for a reply, an attempt 
was made on a later occasion to cut the ground away from under our feet, 
by reading out extracts from a letter purporting to show how grievances 
were carefully manufactured by some people. Tho very fact that it came 
. into the hands of some responsible officers was thought sufficient to dispense 
with the necessity of proving the genuineness of the letter. Butt think. 
even if the letter be genuine, it van at best represent the eagor solicitude, 
perhaps of a friend whose grief has got the better of his wits, to help. an 
» unfortunate internee with what he considers to be very clever suggestions 
for making his lot less hard to bear. Much capital was sought to be made of 
this letter, though it cannot in any event establish fhat most of the complaints - 
are fabricated. 

“My Lord, an individual internee may be a revolutionary of the darkest 
hue ; but it is one of the noblest traditions of British justice to accord*humane 
treatment even toa convicted assassin. It is enough'that you have deprived 
several hundreds of our fellow-subjects of their liberty without trial by 
any court of law. It is enough that you have not» taken the public into your 
confidence in the matter. It is enough that you have not permitted us to 
form into visiting committees and satisfy Ourselves as to bow they are being 
tréated. But if Government expect the people to take everything on trust, 
Tam afraid they are making an over-draft on the public confidence. 

“My Lord, the authors of Bengal Regulation III of 1818, in their large- 
heartedness were anxious to ensure the “health and. creature-comforts of the 
political prisoners, and made provision for periodical reports regarding these 
matters. But the Defence of India Act, and the rules framed thereunder, 
are remarkable for the absence of any such humane provisions. If our 
present-day legislators have failed to act up to ‘the noble standard of “their - 
predecessors, even in the matter of repressive legislation, may it not be 
expected that those responsible for administering the lator laws will supply 
the omission? The answer to this will depend upon ‘the fate of the present 
resolution.” rf 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Waeexer said :— : 


“Sir, my attitude towards this resolution is not influenced by any dis- 
agreement with the gbiect which the Hon'ble Mover has in.view.or by any 
want of sympathy with his aim. My criticisms aro. rather. in. respect of its 
wording, the acceptance of which might appear to. commit Government to 
action which, practically, may not always be possible. It is unfortunately 
the case that malaria prevails in many parts of this Presidency } it is un- 
fortunately the case that the majority of villages in this Presidency would 
searcely answer the,requirements of a strict sanitarian. In arranging for the 
residence df those detained we'can only take the province as we find it. It 
1s perfectly impossible, for instance, to guarantve that the détenus during 
the ot of their detention shall be immune from the risk of ‘malaria: 
ae vious contingency is that they might have been infected even before 
their detention. Ney is it practicable to guarantee that they shall live under , 
sanitary conditions differing from those prevailing in she province as a whole, 
or from those in which they wore living previous to their detention. Within 
these limitations, Government has not the slighest desire that these men 
4 \d live in malarious localities or in insanitary conditions. Their wish 

irecily to the contrary. The healthiness of the localities in which these 
’ e are to be detained is one of the conditions t®be borne in mind when 
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wed 
these villages are originally chosen, and, therefore,’ with ‘the object of the” 
Resolution we have no disagreement. Ifthe Hon'ble Member agrees to, 
recommend that ‘endeavour be made as far as possible to domicile/all persons 
who have been interned or who may hereafter bo, interned under the opera 
tion of the Defence of India (Criminal Law Amendment) Act, 1915, in, plices , 
froe from malaria and insanitary conditions.’ 1 have not the slightest. objec- 
tion to accepting the Resolution. It merely represents what we are already 
doing and what we are anxious to continue doing,” © i 


The Hon'ble Basu Agu Cuanpra Darra said :— 


“My Lord, I accept the suggestion made by the Hon'ble Sir Henry 
Whieelet, and beg to, move the rosolution in the following amended form, 
namely :— “ th 

‘This Council recommends to the Goyernor in. Council that endeavour 
be made, as far as possille, to domicile all. persons who have been interned, 
or who may hereafter be interned, under the operation of the Defence of 
India (Criminal Law Amendment) Act, 1914, in places free from malaria and 
insanitary conditions.’” 


The motion was put in the amended form and agreed to. 


ys LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 20. 


The Hon'ble Banu Axuit Cmaxpra Darra moved the following Resolution :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Cowncil that the amount 
of Rs. 489-13-8, boing the costs incurred by Government in the defence of the 
suit brought by Babu Lalit Chandra Dass against) Mr. Burton, Superinten- 
dent of Police, in the Munsif’s Court at Balurghat, be recovered from the said 
Mr. Burton, is 


He ¢aid :— 
“My Lord the facts of this case are well known. 
‘Far from Jupiter, far from thunder,’ is an old saying the truth and 
* wisdom of which nono will dispute. Babu Lalit. Chandra Das apparently 
forgot this and had the temerity to take settlement of a plot of land adjoining 
the compound of a police-station in the district of Dinajpur.. He put up a 
barbed-wire fence separating his plot from the thana’to protect his crops from 
the cattle and horses of the thana officers. Six months after Mr. Burton 
chanced one night to cross the land on an elephant, foreed open’ his passage, 
and the next morning ordered his policemen to destory the entire fence which 
they did on te allegation that the public had a right-of-way “over the land. 
Lalit Babu, of course, could not fight the Superintendent ‘and being helpless 
- sent-a wire to the District Magistrate and the Divisional Commissioner, but 
without any response. They have hardly any: control now-a-days over the 
lice. His only cause was to seek redress in a law Court. But where is the 
agistrate in this country who would give him relief as against a Superin- 
tendént of Police? He, therefore, brought @ suit for damages in the Civil 
lourt against Mr. Burton. Justice was, however, vindicated in the Court of 
he Munsiff who found that the action of Mr. Burton was most unjustifiable’ 
and decreed the suit. Mr. Burton appealed. Mr. Garlic, District Judge, held 
that Mr. Burton had n@ right to break a passage through the fence and, con- 
firmed the decree of the Munsiff. % alta 


The suit was contested by Mr, Burton. But who financed him? 
are told that in the lower Court the Government Ploader conducted the 
defence at the cost, a the. Government and that. the cost incurred — 
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“Government in the defonce of the suit has amduiited to Re. 489-13-3. ‘The 

amount is undoubtedly a very very paltry one, but the question is, why 

% roe pel ‘a, matter of ‘principle, the rate-payers be made to bear this 
eb 2, : i 


. 
i The public or the Police may or may not have had a right-of-way over 
tho land,\but quito apart from this question, could Mr., Burton forcibly. re- 
n the >’ which had admittedly been obstructed six months before ~ 
«and which had remained closed for six’ months? Could he take advantage 
- of his position as Superintendent:of Police and to employ an elephant and the 
policemen to force open the passage? ‘Could he in any case, destroy the 
entire fence in view of the fact that the land undisputedly belonged to Lalit 
Babu ?.’ Divested of his official position, would he and could he have done so 
if a8 against a powerful neighbour able to fight Mr. Burton and to maintain 
his nghts andif he had done so, would it not be said that he had taken the 
daw into his own hands? If, instead of Mr. Burton, another neighbour of Lalit 
Babu had committed such zuburdistism, and if Lalit Babu had complained to 
Mr. ‘Burton, would not this very Mr. Burton send him‘up as the leader of a 
riot? If it was an offence on the part-of a private citizen, how much more so 
is it for one ina responsible position whose duty is to protect people from 
oppressive neighbours ?» The law-keeper should-not be the law-breaker. There 
was no manner of justification, My Lord, for what was done by Mr. Burton. 
- Tt was a gross abuse’ of his power as Superintendent of Police. 


The subsequent conduct of Mr. Burton made his case still worse. Lalit 
Babu’s brother Satis Babu was a Sub-Inspector of Police under Mr. Burton. 
After the institution of the damage suit, Mr. Barton had the graciousness to 
suspend Satish and thereafter reported him for his dismissal although in the 
theantime he liad been transferred to some other district and had, therefore, 
no jurisdiction over Satish.” ‘ 


’ 


« 
The Hon'ble Sik Henry Wueeier said -— 


“Sir, I ‘ise to a point of order. The question of the susponsion of a 
sub-inspector is entirely irrelevant to the subject of the resolution, As a 
matter of fact a question on the point has been put to-day, and an answer has 
been given that the subsequent suspension of the sub-inspector had no 
connection with this matter.’ 


The Puesinye said — Hea : 

-.“T do not. quite understand the relevancy of the Hon'ble Member's 
argument. If, as Sir Henry Wheeler has stated,‘an answer has been given 
tovthe effect that the two eases are not connected it is obvious that the 
Hon'ble Member's argument is not relevant.” e ‘ 

oye tak tC 


The Hon'ble Banu Axum Cnaxpra. Darra continuing said :— 2 
.“T bow to Your Excellency’s decision, I pass over this passage accord- 
ing to Your Excellency’s ruling. Mr. Burton, according to the law of the'land, 
committed an-otence against the public and under the law and. practice of 
this ato cela to have been prosecuted at the cost of the Governnient, 
and the | ent pleader should have been engaged -to conduct the 
"prosecution: “At all everits the Government should not have conducted the 
pi Wane their cost. This view it appears has béen latterly accepted” by 
_ the Government, for as soon as it was found by the Munsiff that Mr. Burton’s 
_action was not justifiable, the Government refused’ to finance the = rea 
s oe asked him:to defend himsolf as best as he could in the Appellate Court. 
‘hat. being’ the position actepted by the Government it follows asa matter of 
-course. that the cost. incurred'in the Lower Courtghould be recovered from 
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/ a Clear opinion: that. they Munsiff was rin doubting whether any path’ 


ever existed.’ It was furthervheld that Mr.‘ Blirtom took that rout on the’ 
17th February because he had: been that way before, and after observing that 
‘the learned Munsiff has' believed the plaintiff's witnesses ‘and disbolieved the 
defence witnesses on all points on’ very:i grounds in inion,” 
c 0 oh hest in accepting the defence | 
lence that a carb. track across theplaintift’s land did exist and was in’ 
constant use up to September 1914,” raed orth vanaetib ied ; 

"Therefore we have it_that a path existed and that Me. Papen Re of 
its existence, Mr. Burton, as Superintendent, of Police, was entitled to look 
to the interests of his thanas and of the public in resorting to them, especially 
if he suspected that. the action of one of his subordinates had endangored 
‘those interests,-and T can see no reason to doubt that on this ground he took 
a step in good faith which ‘he thought was justified, Ho. has beon cast in- 
damages because 20 yoars’ user of the path was not proved in Court. It is 
only ‘right, however, to point out that the Appellate Court that it 
thought : * that itis highly probable that it (the path) has been istence 
so long,’ and it apprehended that the owner of an easement had’ the right to 
abate a wrongful obstrnetion of it if he’ was ‘prepared to prove that the 
easement existed. Sm ogee 

_) Finally, as to allaged damages done, the learned Judge finds that 

the amount was undoubtedly exaggerated in order to defeat the plea of justifi- 
cation. He upheld the Munsifl’s estimate of Rs. 45. as possibly not too large, 
but he ‘added’: * though if the fence had been re-erected at once the defendants 
estimate of Rs. 5 would probably have been nearer the mark.’ 


What. it comes to, therefore, is that an officer of Government took 
action to assert a right-of-way in which he was interested, not personally, 
but by reason of his sae as a Government servant ; it is quostionable 
whether in so doing he did any serious damages, and he was undoubtedly 
endeavouring to reopen a path which had existed. He failed in the suit 
because he could not. prove the existence of the path for 20 years despite the 
high probability of this being correct. In all these circumstances I submit 
that our predecessors were justified in considering that Mr. Burton’s conduct 
had been bond and in promising to meet the cost of the resulting litigation. 
From that decision we think it would be improper to resile, and I cannot, 
therefore, commend the resolution to the Council.” _ 4 : 
The Hon'ble Basu Axum Cuaxpea Diarra’ said :-— 

“ My Lord, it is svid that the Superintendent of Police was justified by 
a bond fide belief that there was a right-of-way over the land, iswery T 
have got to say this: that the question of bond fides cannot 
the fact that the entire fenee, according to the finding of the district Judge 
was dest: and, which, according to the District Judge, was not less than 
50 feet in h. There might have been a way, but it doe’ not follow that 
Sa vbe Re eid his A mbtoe As aye pe Superin- 

1 3 do, if he had a bond fide -of-way, he ¢ y force gpen, 

sna ngs en ama for’ his passage and not the entire fence. That" 
_is.one thing, and there is another fact which would show that he could not” 
veded in this manner. [t is admitted that the fonco Ye 
before the occurrence. Kor six months the alloged passago 
k his ar ‘that is.so, it is only an jélémentary. criminal law 

: e ned the rij “not, law into their own 
of Police ; but 
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Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur; Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 


In the case of cloth undoubtedly great hardship has been caused from 
which we are all suffering, The rise was certainly not:due to profiteering 
which is the-only redson which can call for Government control in this con 
nection... ‘Lhe price}of cloth’ which is sold in Bengal to-day is very much less 
than the price at°which it can be imported. I would point out that the 

_ control of the price of cloth would mean control in no less than three con- 
tinents—that is control over the price of cotton in America, control over pro- 
duction in England and control over distribution in India. I'think the Hon'ble 
Member will realize that control by this Government in such circumstances 
will be apractical impossibility. I hope, My Lord, that what I have said will 
conyinee the Hon'ble Member that this resolution is perhaps a little too has' 
under the circumstances and that he will not press i. : 


The Hon'ble Rar Manenpra Cuaxpra Mirra Banapor said :— 


“My Lord, I beg to support the: resolution and in'supporting it I. voice 
forth the eentiments and ideas of my countrymen—wherever I go, whether 
toa hamlet, town or city there is complaint everywhere that. the prices are 
abnormally high and it is high time, in my humble opinion, that the Govern- 
ment should interfere. I am the last person to urge that there should be a 
vostraint in the trade or’ that the: legislature. should. be. compelled to 
intervene, but at such times it is necessary that Government should inter= 
fere. Yesterday I read ‘press notice showing the action taken. by, the 
Bombay Government. Ponaerosatly.t am encouraged by this to, ask,.Your 
Excollency and Your Excelleney’s Government to move in the matter. It 
has been represented that there ought not to be any Controller, but the question 
is how could the Government interfere? A. remedial,measure ought) (to be 
taken. You cannot understand sitting in Calcutta what things are going on in 
the mufassal, The poople in the mufassal are not in a position to meet their 
needs and in the difficulties in which we aro placed if there be any remedial 
ineasure it ought to be taken up.” RD ag 


The Hon'ble Bas Kisnorr Mowan Osravprorr said -— 


“My Lord, Lamvalso of opinion that some remedial measure ought to be 
adopted. . It is no doubt, a question of supply, but, atthe same time we have 
to consider whether the middlemen, and. other’ dealers are making undue 
profit.and whether any measure. cannot be adopted which will lessen the 
abnormal prices. __In the mufassal our experience is that, in some places more 
than double the prices have’ been realized of . what. prevailed about two or 

” three years ago.. |My idea is, of course, to start co-operative stores, but then 
only tho members will‘be benefited thereby. ‘If larger. relief is to be provided 
for in every’ district, at loast at headquarters station of,,the.district and, the 
subdivisional headquarters, some shops may,.be opened under the direc 
supervision of the district oficer.or settlement officer with the cp-operation, *f 
the leading men who could import and sell the things at, cost rice. It is an 
admitted fact that the people are suffering much from tho high prices and 
our impression is that it is not merely due to, the limited supply, but. to 
something else—probably as I have suggested it is due to the undue. profit. 
that is being made by the middlemen. Some enquiry may be made as to the 
cause and if some arrangement could be made by which the people, ¢ 3 

ied with the ordinary necessaries of life at lesser cost that at any rate 
ought to be.done. So think that Government interference is necessary, a8 — 
without Government thee things cannot be done. If, with the Government 
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The Hon'ble Sir Hexry Wuesver said :-— 


“The Hon’ble Member's resolution has raised a subject in which we aré all 
much interested at the present time and with which the happiness of the pro- 
yinee is very much bound up ; and. although I shall have to oppose the adop~ 
tion of' this resolution, I am not sorry that I have had this Opportunity of laying 
certain considerations in regard. to it before the: Council, as the matter is one 
in’ which wo may well’seek to bring about clear thinking by all classes of the * 
community, while any advice and help that we can enlist. in dealing with an 
admitted ‘difficulty are to be waleomed. » But. I agroe with the Hon’ble 
Mr. Martin in thinking that the Hon*ble Mover can seareely have appreciated 
the wide scopo which his resolution ‘really covers. As worded, it includés the 
regulation of tho prices of food-stuffs, charcoal, cloth, salt, sugar and other 
necessaries of life, which interpreted. widely, ‘might: really be taken "to 
mean that this Government should take upon’ itself the task of re lating 
the whole ‘ bazar.) I'think, ‘on consideration, that Hon'ble Metso 
will admit that whatever their desire to attain the ideal of removing all 
discomfort, this ‘is ‘not a practical proposition. I would warn the Couneil 
against placing too implicit'a trust in the efficacy of the blessed words 
regulation” and‘ control’. The regulation’ and ‘control of prices is a. 
question which has been brought forward since the\ outbreak of wat, and 
many experiments have, been made, first in ‘hostile countries and later, 
unfortunately, by. ourselves: and our allies, but everybody, who has touched, 
or has. any knowledge of, the details of control, has realized the difficulties 
and pitfalls, which surround it on every sido, and sees the possibility. of doing 
more harm than good. by the adoption of well-intentioned measures which do 
not work out in practice in accordance with the idea with which they were 
undertaken: If, therefore, we can avoid the necessity of regulation and 
control, I say, even at the cost of some discomfort, that it would be for good, 
and we should only attempt such a course if forced to do so as a last 
necessity... No regulation or control can abolish the discomforts. entailed by 
the war, ‘The whole world is.a sufferer from it 3 England is a sufferer from 
‘it, and from my own ‘short, personal: experience of ngland. during the war, 
T should say that inthe United Kingdom at thw. presont. time a sovereign, for 
Practical purposes, goes.about.as. far as 10 shillings in the previous days of 
peace. Totake, again, a country nearer. East, I came across a letter only 
recently in the Pioneer which shows that Egypt is also in a like. state. 
Merely to quote a short extract, it runs as follows ;— 





“ Dhe price of food-stuffs is steadily rising in this country! and compated with the 
Stato.of-affairs in 1914 the increase is very considerable. Meat now stands at 100 per cont, 
abo: war prices and 60 percent, above the price this time last year. Sugar—and 

land of sugar production—has risen by | 160 per cent, compared with its pre-war 
price, and 100 per cent. compared with that at the, corresponding date last year; the same 
{s the aso with flour; eggs are treble their pre-war price, although this'ts a country of 
©gg export and the local production has been considerably developed ” 









and so on, 


This is unfortunately the experience of every country in the ‘world.’ At 
the risk) of troubling the Council with statistics, I would liko to give some 
figures which have been compiled in the Statistical Department of Government 
and, whieh point to certain interesting conclusions. Taking the range of whole- 
ces adovted by the statistician, which inchides over 40 leading articles 
Wholesale market, and making a comparison botwgen the rates prevailing 
_ atthe, end of December 1917, as compared with the pre-war lovel at the end 

of July 1914, the risen wholesale:prices has been 68 per cent. in Calentta, 109 
percent.in Bombay, 94 per cont.in Karachi and 111 per cent. in Madras. ‘That 
: | without interest as showimg that Calcutta is fortunately rather better - 
than. « lencies, a.fact which has a ba®ring on the criticism 
me ‘have. 80 far to adopt measures similar ‘to those recently 
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that we may dispose of the matter, and I hope, therefore, that it will not be 
“long before we issue orders. 


‘Durning to cloth, this is unfortunately one of the most difficult and com- 
plicated items in the whole problem. It is undeniable that the price of cloth 
has risen very highly an@, taking the. rate of July 1914 as 100, the whole- 
sale figure at the end of Deeember 1917 was 261. °1 have here a sheaf of 
pricés and quotations for various kinds of cloth, though*I hesitate to weary 
the Council by giving them even by way of illustration. They all show 
generally that prices have gone up very largely as compared with the 
pre-war period. Here are one or two instances of different varieties :— 


 CARCUTTA MARKET PRICE, MANoMRsTRR PRICK. 
Apel 1914, Pebruary- 1918, Sanuary 1918, 
Rs, A. P. “Rs, A. P. Rs, 4. P. 
113 6° 411.9 612 3 
Dee ae a BOB 3 48 0 
39 6 712 0 16-6 0 
72.0 16 6 0 wy 0 


. But ‘the important point to remember about cloth is that the present 
price of cloth in the Calcutta market is from 30 to 49 yer cent. less than the 
current Manchester price. That is to say, if you wanted to buy from Man- 
chester at rates now prevailing inthe Calcutta market you could not do so. 
To that extent, Caleutta is:more fortanate than even England, and it disposes 
of the theory that the wholesale importers are profitoering to the detriment of 
thé public on.an undaly.large seale. Profiteering may have been going on, 

““and I do not deny ¢hat there may have been occasions for regulation, but this 

“salient fact) governs the whole position as regards cloth, and points to the 
conclusion a the difficulty is really one of supply. The cotton crop of the 

- world has been short ; it has been short in Ameriea ; it hay ‘been short in 
Egypt and it has boen short in India. - The price of Mid-American cotton at, 
Liverpool was 6d. per Ib.” in 1911-12, while it is 23d. at the prosent day ; 
that is an enormous increase in the price of raw material, and it is due to the 
dislocation caused yy the war and to the fundamental difficulty of the 
shortage of cotton. ‘There are other complications arising from, the many 
varieties of cloth on the market which preclude the possibility of laying down 
one uniform price for cloth as such. It may be remembered that His Excellency 
the Viceroy said only recently in a speech onthe 6th February: “The 
control of prices in the case of cloth is obviously one of much greater diffi- 
culty than in the case of salt, but we shall not shrink from any action which 
may be found, in consultation, with local Governments to be both practicable 
and desirable”. We shall- have. to represent our difficulties in the proper 
quarters, and we have reason to believe that on the Bombay side, where 
the majority of the local mills are to be found, enquiries and consultations are 
already going on, but we recoghize that this matter is one of very great diffi- 
culty and no amount of regulation can cure this fundamental lack of supplies. 





Thave now given the Council a certain amount of detail in the hope that 
the subject will be found of interest and the figures of some bearing. 
Apparently some Hon'ble Members think that this Government has been some- 
ait slow and slack in taking up this quostion. “I think that view is scarcely 
fair. It is no official impropriety to say that the action which has been taken 
~ by the Govenment of qaits in respect of the regulation of prices was largely at 

the instance of His Excellency’s Government, while we have been, consider- 
ing the question of cloth, and what we can do we goill do. But we cannot 
 emibark—and Iwould not advise. the Council to press us to embark—on a 
) reckless policy of regulation, without quite seeing where we may be landed by 


doing so, 
ms Ps 
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The Hon'ble Basu Axnu, Cuanpra Darra said -— ~ % 

“My Lord, I feel and I must in all frankness admit that the resolution 
as it stands is rather too wide, and that I should have confined it to cloth and 
salt, As regards these things there is no doubt that the question is a very 
very difficult one. At the same time, there is #0 much hardship felt in 
the province on account of the high prices of these two things, that we 
cannot but look up to the Government for some sort of relief in these two 
matters.” 


The Presipenr said :— 
* Does the Hon'ble Member wish to withdraw his resolution?” 
The Von'ble Basu Axm Cuanprd Darra said :— 


Imay be permitted to move an amendment to this resolution con- 
fining it to cloth and alt and leaving out the others,” - 





The Hon’ble Sir Henry WHEELER said :— 

“Sir, As I have said, there is some difficulty about this. We have 
already taken action as regards salt. As regards cloth, I haye already tried 
to show what our difficulties are and we cannot pledge ourselves that we 
shall undertake regulations. ” 

The Prestpent said :— < 

“Perhaps, I may point out that if the Hon'ble Member wishes to confine 
his motion to salt and cloth, it has already been met, as far as solt goes, and 
the Hon'ble Member in charge has explained that we are taking action on it ; 
so that the only question that remains is the question of cloth. The question 
of cloth is an extremely difficult one to deal with, but the Hon’ble* Member dn 
charge has said that we are considering the matter in. order to see whether 


it is possible to do anything in the matter. Under these circumstarives, is 
there any difference between us?” rf 


The Hon’ble Banu Axian -Caannra Darra said :— 

“My Lord, in view of the pledge given by the Hon’ble Member as regards 
salt and also in view of the fact that the question of cloth is being seriously 
considered by Government, I beg to withdraw my resolution.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 22. 


The following resolution which stood in the name ofthe Hon'ble Babu 
Akhil Chandra Datta, was by leave of the President, withdrawn, 
This Council recommends to the Governor.in Council— 
(a) Engl steps le taken to put an, end? to speculative transactions in 
salt, anc y 
(4) that in every centre of trade and commerce throughout the 
Presidency, facilities be offered to the public for the purchaso of 
salt at*duly notified prices. ~ 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 23. 


The Hon'ble Basuy Axuu. Cuanpra Darra moved» the following 
resolution :— 3 

‘Phis Couneil reeqmmends to the Governor in Council that the followi 
aoe ees) ire meoion iy of the Police Administration Report of 1916, 
nainely, ‘ eal of eloquence has lately been expended subject 
of increased expenditure on the Police,” “ = cate 4 
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* 
t Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: 


He said :-—~ 


“My Lord, the bulk of the discussion of the last year’s Budget by the 
non-official members of this Council concentrated upon the subject. of 
increased 6xpenditure on the Police. In fact this was the burden of the 
song: of almost all the representatives of the people. ‘There was a tendency 
-in some quarters to call the last year’s Budget a War Budget, but the expendi- 
turé on Police rose by such leaps and bounds that I characterized. it a Police 
Budget. The expression was no doubt resented by those who were respon- 
sible for the abnormal rise in the cost of Police Administration, but none the 
less there was quite a chorus of disapproval by those members who represent 
the people’s interest in this Council. Our criticism was, however, more than 
the authorities by their habit and tradition could beat with good grace and 
the irritation and heart-burning found their manifestation in the observation 
which forms the subject-matter of the resolution which Your Excellency has 
8o kindly permitted me to move. 


Now the questions which I propose to diseuss in moving this resolution 
are the following :— 


(é) Does the observation to which this resolution takes exception refer 
to the discussion by non-official members of the Council in 
_  Gonnection with the last Budget ? 
(@) If so, is the observation consistent with official decorum and 
etiquette ? = 
Is it proper? 
(ai) If not, should the sentence be deloted from the Administration 
Report ? ° 


* __ There can be no manner of doubt as regards the real objective of the 
criticism. Is it not an enigma which dofios our powers of construction and 
interprépation ? This attack is not even a veiled one, He who runs may 
read it, The simple test is this—what is the impression which was irresista- 
bly produced in the mind of every member of this Council as he read the 
sentence ? This is a test which T hope will be acceptable to all the Hon'ble 
Members. One Hon'ble Member honesily felt that this was the clear and 
obvious meaning and accordingly asked the Government in the last meeting 
of the Council if it was not so. ‘This gave the Government and through the 
Government the-author of the report an opportunity to disavow the insinua- 
tion and to reassure those who interpreted it as a fling at the non-official 
members. But the reply which was vouchsafed was not only not reassuring 
but aggravated the situation. The suggestion made by my Hon'ble friend 
Mr. Ray was not repudiated. It was said that the remark was made by the 
author of the report on the basis of the published information available to 
him ; from whatever sources it may have been derived. Is it a point blank 
answer, my Lord, to a point blank question ? Are we a bit wiser by reason 
of the answer ? The outstanding result, however, is that the suggestion 
remains unrepudiated and non-traversal; as we all know, is tantamount to 
admission. We have been told that the unwritten rules governing the 
matter are those based on etiquette and good feeling. 1 am quite prepared 
to accept the unwritten rules which are now reduced to writing. Tho 
question, however, arises for your Lotdship’s: consideration ; has the observa- 
tion, of the Administration Report not transgressed these rules? Is it 
consistent with official decorum and etiquette for the Head of a Department 
to employ such language about discussions in Your Excollency’s Council ? 
Under the regulations of this Council our speeches are addressed direct to 
Your Excellency, Can it be consistent-with decorum for the Head of a Depart- 
ment tospeak in-such disrespectful languages of those speeches? Is he not 
_byreason of his appointment ‘under the Government bound ‘to speak more 
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respectfully about speeches addressed to Your Excellency ? ~Does he not owe 
it to his position as a public gervant to be more respectful to the proceedings 
of the Council, présided over by Your Excellency ? 

‘We sometimes hear of impertinent remarks made by impertinent police 
officers against decision of Courts with which they feel dissatisfied. ‘They, 
of course, do so. in confidential reports. ‘They would certainly be guilty of 
contempt .of Court if they had the temerity to make such remarks in.any 
published report. 1 do think, my Lord, that the language employed towards 
the members of the Council constitutes contempt of Council. So far as this 
matter is concerned, it does not make any difference whether the members 
attacked are official or non-official. Non-oflicial as they ure, they are noae 
the less members of Your Excellency’s Council and not members. of the 
Council of the Tnspector-General of Police. x" 

‘The next question is whether such observations are calculated to promote 
good feeling. Possibly the author of the report thinks: that ‘not only 
Ohristianity requires a. man to turn his right cheek when he receiyes a slap 
on his loft, but Vaishnavism also jnculcates the response to brickbats.by 
pure love. "According to this lofty ideal alone ean it possibly be said that 
the sting of the remark will not cause irritation and bitterness. 

My Lord, the remark of the Administration Report has infringed the 
rules laid down in the. last meeting of the Council. ‘The remark is mndigni- 
fied, un-Parliamentary, improper and ultra vires and should not be allowed to 
disfigure the Administration Report. 

In conclusion, 1 shall only say this: Our protests against the large 
increase of Police expenditure were absolutely ‘abortive. - It would be only 
adding insult to injury to allow such criticism by Heads of Departments.” 
“The Hon'ble Basu Astnica CHanan Masumpar said :— ® 

“My Lord, in rising to make a few. observations on this regrettable 
ineident I wish to be understood that Iam not moved by any personal 
fooling or sentiment. Ido not wish Your Excellency to defend us, but. Lonly 
ask Your Excellency todefend the dignity of this Council and the position of the 
legislature. If Your Excellency and the galaxy of administrators sitting to 
your right could for more than two hours tolerate the inconsequential flow of 
eloquence at the last Budget debate, I do not think that it was the business 
of any police officer sitting in the quiet recess of the Secretariat to resent it. 
It is said that ‘a good deal of eloquence, was, expended ’ over the increased 
allotinent for the Police. Whether a good deal of eloquence was expended 
or a good deal of money was wastod on that day it was, a matter which was 
closed with the passing of that Budget , and I do think that it was both 
indecorous and undiginified, if not actually impertinent, for any .member, of 
the administration to criticize the proceedings of the legislature and to treat 
that assembly a& an unwholesome foreign body dit only to be ejected by yomit- 
ing forth such effusions as have characterized the Police ‘Administration 
Report which has just been published. Such fulminations may appear, in. the 
columns of a newspaper, but I do think that: they are ety inappropriate 
in a solemn document ‘like an ‘Administration Report. A, spivit like t! is 
ought to be discouraged. As for myself Ican well console, myself with the 
reflection’ that’ the higher one.znounts the purer becomes the atmosphere, and 
although such unseemly ‘observations may well appear in a,Poli Roport, 1 
think that they cannot: find a, place jin. the report of any. Picket iene 
of the administration.” rea = eh tiaetil 


f 





The Hon'ble Mavivt Sawn Kaseat said % “ 
» My: Lord, I only rise to support ‘the-resolation moved -by myi Hon’ bl 
friend Babu ‘Akhil Chandra Datta’and I-do not think I need pe eer PSTN 
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what has been said on this subject. I bélieve, my Lord, ¢hat all crifieisms 
on questions of administrations which are addressed to Your Excellency are 
not-only—whether they are accepted or not—weleome to Your Excellency, 
but’also'to the members of this Government ; and [ think it is unfair both go 
this Council and to the administration in general for any Head of a Depart- 
mont or any official to pass any’ critical remarks on the conduct of 
proceedings in this Council. With these few words I hope Your Excellency 
in Council will find your way to accept this resolution.” ‘ 


‘THe Hon’. Banu Buagenpra Caanpra Ray said :— 


“My Lord, when I discovered the passage in the Police Administration 
Report, I thought it must have been a case of oversight on the part of the 
higher authorities who, I presume, have to go through reports before they are 
published ; and L expected thatin reply to my question about this matter 
at the last meeting, Government would acknowledge this to be so. But to 
our surprise and regret, a desperate attempt was made to defend a thoroughly 
indefensible position by resorting to language of a delightful vagueness in 
which some of our official friends excel. It was all the same a. clear— 
though hardly a straightforward—admission that the reference was to the 
proceedings of this Council. 

My Lord, the passago referred to has been stated to be quite in con- 
formity with etiquette and good-feeling. That this resolution has been 
brought forward to-day is ample proof that it is not considered in that light 
on this sido of the House. It is considered by us to be a gratuitous insult to 
this Council. 

The whole question is whether a subordinate official is at liberty to 
criticize’ in official reports the proceedings of this Council. I appeal to your 
Lordships’ parliamentary experience to say what the result would be if, Ray, a 
permanent Under-Seerctary had-the hardihood to be humerous at the expense 
of the House of Commons. Would he be defended by the Ministry in the 
House or given the sack? We have heard a good deal about the dignity of 
the Legislative Council. When, for instanco, a resolution or a question is not 
admitted without any reasons being assigned, and it finds its way into the 
Press, Hon'ble Members are roundly charged with having taken away from 
the ‘dignity of the Legislative Council. I hope our official friends will 
demonstrate by their voting on this resolution that they really care for the 
dignity of the Council.” 





The Hon’ble Mavivi Fazio, Hag said :— i 
“My Lord, [rise to support this resolution not merely betauas it raises 
an important question of principle but also because the answer that has. been 
given by Government to some of the intorpellations on: this subject. have, 
as has been pointed out by my Hon'ble friend Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 
aggravated the situation by adding insult to injury. Ithink that it is time 
that-we should bring «matters to an issue and get from Governmont'a clear 
andsuns Able statement as-to the importance which they attach to the 
dignity and prestige of the non-official members in this Council. Personally 
my Lord, Ido not care.very much whether the importances that attaches 
tothe membership of Council is higher ‘than that ef the membership of 
a debating club or the Pinjrapole Society at Sodpur. But I.think it is 
time tliat the public whom: we: serve should know how very sorely we are 
> tried. and how very futile are our efforts. to get a proper rocognition of 
those interests, the protection of which we consider to be our most sacred 
charge. e 
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My Lord, I had oceasion to go through the’ answers that haye been 
given to-day to the two questions on this very subject, one by the Hon'ble 
Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray and the other by Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 
TL think it is nocessary that I should draw the attention of the Council 
tS the nature of the replies that have been given to these interpellations. 
My friend, the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray, who was the first 
to put a question on the subject tried to elicit. the information whether, 
in making the remarks which the Inspoctor-General of Police did as. regards 
the discussion on last year’s Budget relating to police expenditure 
he had in his mind the speeches that had been made by the non-official 
members of this Council. The plainest course*for the Government. to 
follow, in my humble judgment, was to get a statement from the Inspector- 
General of Police one way or the other, and frankly tell us either in the 
affirmative or in the negative: Instead of doing that, 1 am extremely sorry 
that the official or officials who prepared the answer to the interpellation only 
tried to fence with the matter and wanted to evaile the “issue by giving us 
answers which really did not meet the points that had been raised. As an 
instance, my Lord, | will refer the Council to some of the answers which have 
been given to-day; ¢g., Question V (Unetarred) put by the Hon'ble Babu 
Bhabendra Chandra Ray.” 

The President said :-— " 

“Order, order. 1 must call the attention of the Hon'ble Member to rule 
17 of the Question Rules which says that no discussions shall be permitted in 
respect of any question or any answer given toa question, [understand the 
Hon'ble Member seems to be showing a tendency to transgress that rule and 
I hope that in the subsequent remarks which he may make he will endeavour 
vo refrain from doing so.” 


The Hon’ble Mauiyi Fazi-vi-Hug continuing said :— 

“1 must bow to your Execellency’s decision. Although I have not the 
particular rule before mo, [ understand the rule to mean that as soon as an 
answer to an interpellation is given it is not open to .a member of this Couneil 
to enter into a discussion with a member of the Government on the point. 
But I think that it is perfectly open to us, in speaking on a resolution, to refer 
to a reply given in this Council and discuss it from our points of view. The 
particular rule that las been read to me, [ submit, does not preclude a 
discussion of the reply which has been given to an interpellation. 

My Lord, tho time at my disposal is short and it is really too late in the 
day to spend any further eloquence on the matter on which so many speakers 
have already spoken and on which articles have appeared in the public press. 
But, what I was going to submit for Your Excellency’s consideration was 
the fact that gnstead of giviig a plain and direct answer Government really 
tried to withhold the information which was sought simply for information’s 
sake. I can assure Your Excellency that neither the ‘Hon'ble Babu 
Bhabendra Chandra Ray nor Babu Akhil Chandra Datta wanted to transgress 
the rales of etiquetté and gool-fecling. and it was only fair to them that 
the information should have been given, but instead of that Government 
says to-day that the Iuspector-General had before him not merely the 
discussions in Council but also the comments that appeared in the public 
press. I am extremely sorty; ny Lord, that this answer should have been 
given by a member of the Government and especially by one whose mother- 
tongue itself is English. I submit that the eloquence to which reference 
has been made must be with reference to speeches and cannot refer to 
comments in the newspapers. I do not wish ‘to enter into an elaborate 
discussion of what eloquence really means, but reading the -Inspector-General’s © 
report, one is at cnce Jed to think that he must-have referred to specehes 
and not to written coffiments. We really do not speak of eloquence as a 
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written comment... Secondly, my Lord, the point:was whether the teference 
had been made tothe speeches of the members of this Council. Yes or no 
would have been quite. sufficient and no explanatory words were called for. 
My» Lord; :I do not..wish io say more on this point, because Your 
Exeelleney’s ruling is that the replies given in this Council are not 
open to further comment. The reason why I think this remark should be 
expunged from the Police Report is extremely obvious. We are here to 
assist the Government, and while I think that it is extremely unfortunate that 
we should be compelled to discuss these matters publicly in this Council it is 
also our bounden duty to point out to Your Excellency that it is almost impos- 
sible for us to discharge our duties faithfully and conscientiously if we are 
haunted with the idea that the remarks which we make in this Council will 
be subject. to criticism by Heads of Departments, criticisms which we cannot 
haye any opportunity to answer. If the Inspector-General wanted any 
defender from the attacks that had been made on the policy of his depari- 
ment, I believe, there are several of that category in this very Council and 
it was certainly not his business in writing out the annual report of the 
department to take upon himself the functions which can properly be per- 
formed by the Hon'ble Member of this Council—I mean the official members, 

~ Then, my Lord, quite apart from the fact we would be hampered in our 
duty if there are no restrictions to the limit to which our remarks could be 
eritieized by Heads of Departments, I think I am right in saying that the 
public at large also feel that the powers and privileges, whatever they may be 
of non-official members of this Council, should not be subject to criticisms by 
the Heads of Departments. Indians as a rule are not very familiar with the 
Parliamentary procedure or with what happens in England, when Members of 
Parliament rise to criticize the Government and when those representing the 
Government give replies and defend the Provincial Government. Indians 
generally look upon ones power and privileges by, the extent to which 
protection is given by Government to the exercise of those powers and 
privileges by particular persons, and if the public at large come to entertain 
the view that an Hon’ble Member of this Council is not immune from an 
attack by a Head of a Department, he will at once be led to think that what- 
ever may be the honorific title which may attach to the names of the members 
of this Council they aie, so far as prestige and honour is concerned, much 
below those who have to run the several departments of Government. I 
do not claim for a moment that a non-official member of this Council as 
arale would like to get an assurance from:Your Excellency that in point 
of official precedence or in other matters they are superior or inferior to Heads 
of Departments, and no non-official member is filled with any vanity on 
that point. But I wish to make this point clear that so far as the public at 
large is concerned, it is also the duty of Government to see that our 
prestige and whatever honour may attach to the membership wf this Council 
May remain unimpaired. It is then and then only that we can be useful 
coadjutors and instead of being critics—and merciless~crities—we could 
be of the greatest possible help not mere'y in giving information to Your 
Excellency but also interpreting the Government- policy to the public. 
My Lord, | can well understand that it is very difficult at this stage to delete 
a Sentence like that from a Government report, but the circumstances are 
also peculiar ‘and although my friend the Hon'ble the Mover has not indicated 
how this course could be adopted, if Your Excellency accepts the resolution, 
I would respectfully suggest that the passage be deleted by a notification 
in the Gazette. With these few words I beg to supp®rt the resolutio n.” 








The Hon'ble Sm. Hesxry Warrier said — 


“T feel some hesitation in detaining the Qouncil at this hour with a 
speech on this subject, because I apprehend that if the answers that 


awe haye already given to various questions. have {gled to disabuse certain 
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Hon’ble Members pf the illusions under which they are labouring, nothing that 
Jean add verbally is’ likely to have that result, I submit that the Hon'ble 
Members, who have spoken to-day are seeing insults where they do not exist, 
and are defending themselves against attacks that are not'made. -It has been 
taken for granted that this remark was an attack upon the dignity of this 
Uouneil. T deny’ that it is an attack upon anybody or upon the dignity of this 
Council in particular, and when we hear of ‘the vomiting forth of violent 
fulminations’ and ‘ direct attacks ‘and ‘impertinent criticisms ’, I submit that 
Hon'ble Members are indulging in the language of hyperbole and exaggeration. 

Now, let us take the full statement as ‘it was made, It ran :— 

“A good deal of eloquence ‘has lately been expended on the subject of 
increased expenditure on the police, but if an efficient and contended police 
force is desired, it must be paid for. A high degree of efficiency can 
hardly be expected from an underpaid, undermanned and badly housed foree, 
deficient both in clothing and equipment. A considerably larger expendi- 
ture will have to be faced before the urgent needs of the department can 
be satisfied’. 

I maintain, Sir, that taking that remark as a whole, it is a reasonable 
comment by a responsible Head of a Department on a matter of great 
importance to his department ; what he is pressing is that if efficiency is to 
be maintained, then, in-his view, more money must be spent. That is an 
opinion which any man may well have formed on consideration of all the 
sources of information which, as has been said in one of our answers, were 
available to him—from his reading of the newspapers, his reading of the 
proceedings of this Council, his conversations with his aequaintances—and 
interpreting the sentence as conveying the impression left on ‘the mind 
of the Inspector-General of Police as to the view of this matter which 
prevailed in certain quarters, I say it was not an unreasonable expression 
and that no attack need be inferred from its use. This Council ranges over 
a large field of subjects. Surely it is not to be contended that any remark 
made by an official in a report relative to ‘an administrative question with 
which he is naturally concerned as the Head of the Department is to bo 
taken as derogatory to the dignity of this Council, merely because some one 
in Council may have touched upon the same point. The Head of the Depart- 
ment may rightly have read and considere1 what was said in this Council 
with reference to the department of which he is in charge, but he has many 
other sources of information, and surely it is a somewhat exaggerated view 
of the ‘bearings of our discussions on the minds of the patie to assume 
that any comments made on adminiswrative subjects are necessarily derived 
from, and with reference to, remarks which have been made here. 

As regards the etymological argamont that ‘eloquence’ must refer to 
something spoken, may I merely mention such frequently heard expressions 
as ‘eloquent '*articles, ‘eloquent ’ newspaper writings, ‘eloquent’ descrip~ 
tions and the like, are all common expressions in the English language. . 
«Tt has already boon said on behalf of the Inspector-General of Police 
in answer to a question to-day, that he had neither solely nor even maint; 
in his mind what had been said in this Council. The honour of the Counc 
is necessarily dear to any member of Government, and so long as His 
Excellency occupies the position of President, he is not likely to allow it 
to be infringed. But we cannot agree to accepting a resolution which infers 
that one of our responsible Heads of Departments has committed an indisere= 
tion, which he distinctly,disclaims and for imagining the commission of which 


we can see no justification.” 


The Hon'ble Baw Agu Crtanpea Darra said -— 5 RIVE 
“My~Lord, as we apprehended the Hon'ble’ ‘Sit Henry. Wheeler shad 
defended the Inspector@teneral of Police. He said that it was not an 
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attack ; of course there is nothing innately perverse in our nature that we 
should see insult where there is really none and procisely for that reason a 
question was asked at the last meeting as to whether or not there Was-an © 
insinuation. Ifa straightforward answer had been given at the last meeting 
then we would not possibly have brought forward this resolution in) te-day’s 
meeting. We have been compelled -to’ bring forward this resolution a8 -an 
inevitable result of the answer that was given at the last meetings It 
hee, been said that we have indulged in hyperbole. And has not, My Lord, 
ir Henry Wheeler expended so. much eloquence, needlessly in ‘deseribing 
our position with respect to. this matter? It is said that the Inspeccor- 
General has reasonable, ground for saying so in his report. With your 
Lordship’s permission [ shall submit that when the observation was allowed 
tobe made in the Administration Report there was committed only a sin of 
omission but now an additional sin of commission has been committed by 
upholding or justifying it. It is not only the non-official members but also 
the official members who should be keen about the honour of this Council ; 
and your Lordship will excuse me for a bit of frankness—it may be the 
judgment of thro official members of this Council may be somewhat ‘uncon- 
sciously influenced by the -consideration that he is more an official like 
the Inspector-General of Police than a member of this Council. 
A division was taken with the following result :— 








Ayer. Noes—18. 
‘Tie Hon'ble Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, k.c..z, ‘The Hon'ble Sir Heory Wheeler, x.c.1.t., c.8.1 
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» ». Kumar Shib Shekhareshwar Ray, aeeat mi c 
3. w Baba Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri, , 4...» Crd, Stevenson. Moore, o.v.0, 
& oy Mr, Arun Chandra Siogha. Dow AH. Kerr, 0.15, C148. 
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Lt-Colonel W. J. Buchanan, 





j»» Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray, » oo» Mr. C,H, Bompas, 
‘»»— Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, + ono WC, Wordsworth, 
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LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 24. 


3 The Hon'ble Bavo Axum. Cuanpra Darra moved the following reso- 
slution, -— 
“This Couneil recommends to the Governor in Council— ‘ 


1. (a) that a Committoo consisting of the Hon'ble Sir 8. P. Sinha, “th 


Honble Mr. J. -G. Cumming, Sir Gurudas Banerjee, _— 


Sir K. G. Gupta dnd the Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Faz-lul-Haq 
be formed to inquire into the case of the two women of 

pa Bankura both named Sindhubalas ; 

""(d) that the result of the said inquiry be ‘published in the shape of 
a communiqué ; and 

(c) that if the Committee find that the arrest of one or both of the 

two women was unjustifiable, suitable punishment be awarded 
to the officer or-officers responsible for their arrest. ‘ 


He said :— it 
“My Lord, we have been assured that the Defence of India Act is not an 
“Oppression of India’s Act for tho prosecution of innocent young men We 
have been assured that the Act is administered with the utmost consideration 
and circumspection and that the personal liberty of His Majesty's subjects 
is neyer lightly interfered with. But the case of the two Sindhubalas and 
the Government communiqué published in yesterday’s papers have made 
disclosures which we cannot contemplate with equanimity gnd have proved 
beyond doubt that all that glitters is not gold and that things are not what 
they are represented to be. Let us examine the Government version 








and see whether there was any justilication for the arrest and detention. of, 


the two unfortunate women of Bankura. We are told that a slip of paper 
containing the name of one Sindhubala with her address was found among, 
the papers of a member of the revolutionary party in Calcutta, and. the 
Criminal Investigation Department, Calcutta, at once telegraphed orders to 
the Superintendent of Police, Bankura, to arrest her under the Defence of 
India Act. The Government communiqué says that the Criminal Investiga- 
tion Department had reasonable grounds for regarding the. original name 
fownd on the slip a8 suspicious. My Lord, such a view can only be based on 
the assumption that all relations, all friends, and all acquaintances. of ‘the 
members of the revolutionary movement are themselves revolutionaries, 
Not only this, even those who are known to them but to whom they 
are porfect strangers are also revolutionaries. Suppose a political suspect 
wants to communicate his grievances to the Secretary of the Indian Associa- 
tion and writes his name on an envelope ; then according to the dictwm laid 
down in the communiqué it could be.said that the discovery of the envel 
would constitute reasonable grounds for suspecting that the Secretary of, se 
Indian Association was a participant in the revolutionary movement. h 
not labour on this point. But I shall say this; We have always been told that 
the people are never suspected unless the Criminal Investigation Department 
have reasonable grounds for suspecting them. Am I then to understand 
that during the last three or four years many of my countrymen have been 
‘suspected on stich reasonable grounds as have been disclosed in this Govern- 
ment "etiag! ll It is now admitted that the order of the Criminal 
Inyestigation Depariment for the arrest ofa Sindhabala was an error of 
judgment. But the two Sindhubalas-in their’ inarticulate voice must have 
said to the Criminal Investigation Department : ‘It may be an error. to’ you, 
it may be play to you, bat it has been something more serious to us’. Error 
of judgment—honest error of judgment—honest error made in coming to an 
judgment by an ae, to get at the truth is certainly. pardon- 
able ;and.I for-one never quarrel with such errors, But error. of judgment 
‘ 4 
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presupposes the exercise of some judgment, The question, therefore, atises—y 
Was there any enquiry made by the Criminal Investigation Department before 
they eame to this erroneous judgment ? Did the Criminal Investigation 
Department take any evidence of any kind? Did they examine any witness ? 
Did they make any enquiry of any description whatsoever ? Was there 





~ anything before the Criminal Investigation Department except the mysterious 


communication made to them by that magical slip? There was not even’ 0 
mich as the statement of a police spy or informer. It is, therefore, a ease 
whore there was no judgment, erroneous or otherwise—it is. there fore, not a 
case of error of judgment. Judgment without enquiry is an achievement of 
which the Criminal Investigation Department may be proud, but I°shall 
“certainly say this that such procedure is repugnant to all ideas of justice and 
fair play. Our complaint, my Lord, is that the Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment has been invested with extraordinary powers : our complaint is that they 
have exercised those powers without any sense of responsibility ; our complaint 
is that many persons as innocent ‘as the two Sindhubalas admittedly are have 
been arrested as recklessly as they were arrested ; our complaint is fhat 
many innocent men and boys haye been the victims of the over*zéalous 
activities of the Criminal Investigation Department. We have been persis- 
tently and insistently inviting the attention of the Government to the in- 
herent defects of the goneral policy regarding the administration df the 
Defence of India Act and to the outrageous injustice to which it has inevit- 
ably led in individual cases. But we have always been told in reply that. wo 
aro abnormally suspicious ; that our complaints are without any foundation. 
If, I were permitted to speak out with absolute frankness I would say that we 
have all this time cried in the wilderness and failed to make any impression 


»,"pon, the robust optimism of the Government, that the Act is administered 
with the utmost care and scruple. But, my Lord, the case of the Sindhu- 


ne 


balas and the facts admitted by the Government in connection with this’ case 
have conclusively demonstrated, if any demonstration were needed, that our 
‘complaints were not unfounded ; that we were in the right and that the 
Government were in the wrong ; that there is a serew loose somewhere in the 
machinery of internment and that there is something wrong somewhere in 
the affairs of the internment Department. 


‘Why should it be supposed for one moment that the case of these 
unfortunate women is a isolated instance of the grievous wrong done by the 
Criminal Investigation Department? Who knows, my Lord, how many 
have been arrested and deprived of their personal liberty, under similar 


“eireumstances? “This case is only a typical illustration of the gross abuse 


‘of power by the Criminal Investigation Department brought to light possibly 
owing to the fact that the victims happened to be women. It should at all 
events now be; recognized that the strong views held by our distinguished 
tryman, Sir Rabindra Nath Tagore, on the subject of internment are not 
ungated by the manner in which the Defence of Ind& Act is being 
istered in Bengal. 


‘Why was the first Sindhubala arrestod although she did not, answer the 
description given in the warrant? It, is said that the Superintendent 


~ surmized that the word Kamanbia Ghose in his order might be a mistake for 


Kunja Ghose and thinking that one Sindhubala, wife of Natobar Ghose, 
Posidingin that house might be the woman named in his instructions he 
arrested her. Now, the Superintendent’s ‘explanation is, to say the least, 
astounding and carries its own condemnation! On such a puorile surmize he 
‘most light-heartedly rushed into the sacred zenana were angels should have 
Bates to tread. It is of course now admitted that the Superintendent 
arrested a wrong Sindhubala. ‘The next question is why did he arrést the 
second Sindhubala when the order was to arrest only one woman? She also 
f * 3 r 
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did not angwer the description given in tho order of the Superintendent even 
the name of tho.village did not tally. This Sindhubala was the wife, of one 
Debendra Ghose. It is seriously stated in the Government communiqué 
that the Superintendent began to entertain doubts whether the words 
Kamanbia might not after all have been a. mistake for Debendra and. arrested. 


her. My Lord, the first Sindhubala was arrested because the Superinvendent * 
thought Kamanbia might be a mistake for Kunja and the second Sindhubala 


_ was arrested because he thought Kamanbia might be a mistake for. Debendra. 
“Ji is of course now admitted that like the first Sindhubala_ the second 
Sindhubala is also as innocent as anybody present here. Verily, my Lord, 
we are fallen upon evil times when even our women are arrested .on’ such’ 
pretexts as these. Was there the shadow of justification for arresting two 
© women, one of whom the Superintendent knew was no more guilty than his 
“owhself was? Would this abnormally overzealous Superintendent. arrest 
a third woman if he had got scent of a third Sindhubala? Possibly he had 
drawn his inspiration from that interesting hero of Ramayan who was -sent 
to the, mountain of Gandhamadan to fetch the plant Bishalyakarani 
(eT) bui unable to recognise the same carried the entire mountain 
Over his shoulders. We should be thankful to him that the Bankura Superin- 
tendent did not arrest the entire female population of Bankura. 


Let us, however, see what happened after the double outrage. We are 
told that the Superintendent despatched a telegram to the Oriminal * 
Investigation Department asking which Sindhubala should be detained on 
both, . We aro further told that this telegram was delivered at the Criminal 
Investigation Department office but it was subsequently mislaid and it was 


not put up before any officer. ‘The result, of course, was that neither Sindhu. 


bala was released and both had to rot in the jail. Not receiving any reply 
to his telegram the Superintendent poste! his report of the double attest. bo 
the Criminal Investigation Department. Like the telegram this report also 


reached the Criminal Investigation Department office and like thé telegram ~ 


this report also failed to obtain ary immodiate attention of the Criminal 
Investigation Department.. For we are-told that according to the wsual 
routine the report was marked by the Special Assistant to one of the Special 
Superintendents by name. ‘The latter officer, however, left Caleutta on 
urgent duty on the 8th ‘January and the report was not seen by him till the 
evening of the 11th idem on his return. So the poor Sindhubalas had to fot 
in the jail up tothe 11th Januaty. But the Special Superintendent returned 
to Calcutta on that day and let us see whether one or both of the Sindhubalas 
were réloasod without further delay. We are really grateful to the special 
Superintendent for we are told that he at once called for the file and sub- 
mitted it to the Deputy Inspector-General on the 12th January. Ve ‘well, 
let us see what prompt action is taken by the Deputy Tnspector- ral 

Wiy, it is seriously stated in the comimunique that he decided to tel 
to Bankura fof the arrest of Debendra Ghose, husband of second Sind! 4 
against whom grave charges had in the meantime been brought by. the 
police and doferred orders in respect.of the two women until the reeeipt of 
an answer to his telegram. But alas, we are told that there was a misunder- 
standing about this telegram also anil as. a matter of fact it was not dos- 
patched. The Deputy Inspector-General was, however, under the impression 





that the telegram had been sont and postponed orders about the women _ 


several days, expecting an answer to the telegram which had never been 
sent, The women were no doubt spending their days in the jail but wo 


cannot be too grateful go the Deputy Inspector-General, for the communiqué 


says in a tone of great self-complacency that after.a week he at once came to 
the Gan alasiog that the yolk gage onl ld not. He lobes) y longer and on 
h Jan recommended their rel to the local Government and. 
théir release Bie once directed. pte ty he : 
2 ~ ? : 
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. “8 6 Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, 


» Such is'the interesting history of the arrest of the women and their’ | 
detention for 15 days in the jail as told in the Government communique. 
As I was reading it, my Lord,-I was only wondering if it was and if it could 
be really the version of the Government. For I cannot conceive a greater 
indictment of the Criminal Investigation Deparment than this explanation: 
itself, The most powerful and skilful advocate of Sindbutala could not 
possibly think of drawing up a more scathing impeachment of the Criminal 
Investigation Department. Weare treated with the story of a series of 
blunders—a pay of a series of sins of commission and omission committed in 
that mysterious Department poy ularly known as the Criminal Investigation 
Department. 1 do not know whether { should charactoriso this as a comedy 
or a tragedy of errors. If, however, the siory is true, it only proves how 
inefliciently.the Department is working. Is this, my Lord, the valuable service 
of the Criminal Investigation Department upon whom the most extravagant, 
eulogy is so lavishly showered in season and out of season. There is one 
thing, my Lord, in the communique to which I feel bound to call Your Ex= 
celleney’s attention. Tt is said that the detention of the two Sindhubalas 
for a fortnight in the jail was due to a tissue of unfortunate but uninten- 
tional blunders. But is it not rather difficult to appreciate this explanation 
in view of the fact that throughout the whole of that fortnight the news- 

“papers were crying hoarse over this unfortunate and outrageous incident ? 
‘The indecent haste with which the. order of arrest. was passed and executed 
was however more than made up by the abnormal delay made in releasing 
them. It, appears that “hurry up” is the watchword of the Criminal 
Investigation Department in the matter of arrest, whereas “ put off the evil 
day ” is their watchword in the matter of release.“ The raid on the Sindhur 
balas may be a feather in the cap of the Criminal Investigation Department 
but it may be the last straw on a camel's back. Thece is after all, my 
Lord, a limit even to oriental patience. People -have tolerated indiscrimmate 
arrests of men and boys. They will never do soin the case of their mothers 
and sisters. Has the Government considered for one moment the disastrous 
effect of the arrest of Sindhubalas upon the female population of the country 

sin general and of Bankura in particular? One Sindhubala had a child in 
her arms. Will not that child imbibe an ill-will towards the Government 
with the milk from the mother’s breast? There was a child in the womb 
of the other Sindhubala. Will not that child be born with.a spoon in its 
mouth coated with anything but goodwill towards the Government which 
has persecuted its mother for nothing? In view, my Lord, of the far-reaching 
effects of such reckless arrests, it behoves Your Excellency to institute 
a careful and searching enquiry regarding the incident and award suitable 
punishment to all those who are “responsible for it and who have thereby 
exposed the Government, to such unsavoury criticism. Your Lordship should 
also order such steps to be taken as may make the recurrence of such an 
incident in future impossible. The short-sighted and bigoted policy of not 
washing the official dirty linen before the public will no longer do, Ii isan 
old ap exploded shibboleth which must now be cast to the winds. Public 
opinion must now he reckoned with, It will not put up with such conduct 
on the part -of the public servants. The timo is gone when public servants 
used to lord it over, riding roughshod over the feelings of the people ; the 
time ‘has come when public servants must be servants of the public not 
merely m the sense that they receive their pay out of the taxes paid by the 
uiblic, but in the sense that they exist only to serve the public. As Lord 
lorley (then Mr. Morley) wrote to Lord Minto :-— 


* . 
‘That system (system of arbitrary rule) may have worked in its own 
way in old: days, and in those’days the people may have liad no particular 
objection to arbitrary rule. But, as you have said to me seores of times, the 
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old days are gone and the new times breathe a new spirit ; and we ¢annot 
carry on upon the old maxims.’ itis 


My Lord, the people demand that a’ searching: enquiry be made and 
suitable and deterrent punishment be meted out to all those who aré respon~ 
sible for the unjust and unnecessary harassment of the two women.” 


'The Honb'le Rat Denenner Caunper Gnose Bawapur said: — 


“My Lord, I would aecept the facts ‘as they’ have been accepted 
by this Government in the oflicial communique in the newspapers of 
Galeutta yesterday, and I have no intention of criticising the statements 
which have been accepted by Your Excollency's Government, My Lord, 
we are gratified in observing the spirit which ‘has animated Your 
Excelleney’s Government in issuing the communique which appeared 
in the Calcutta papers yesterday about the subject of my Hon’ble friend’s 
quotion, ‘The Government have’ already met my hon’ble friend’s demand 
more than half-way in this regrettable business. ‘The Government it seems 
has very caréfully considered all the facts.of the case and have informed 
the public of their own view in the matter. It has said that the order for 
arrest sent from the seat of the Government to the Bankura Police Superin- 
tendent was wrong. But it has not said anything about any punishment, 
for any officer high or low through whose carelessness and want of judgment 
the two village women of Bankura were arrested. and_ kept in prison for 
about two weeks. The officers concerned have this much to be said in their 
favour that they have in the past been encouraged in these courses, that 
their predecessors jn office have been doing the same, and that highhanded- 
ness i8 the tradition of the police, who are otherwise a most useful body 
of public servants. In the present instance the Press has served the country 
very well. But for their persistent. references: to this unhappy incident 
yen emote corner of Bengal, 1 doubi, very much whethor the detention 
in jail of these two supposed suspects would have terminated after two 
weeks. In this country interference with personal liberty is made generally 
in a light-hearted manner by the Executive, and judging from recent events, 
women here do not get the same amount ‘of consideration in their hands as 
their sisters in England. ° Your Excellency no doubt remembers the incidents 
of the Cass case in London which took place some years ago. An innocent 
shop girl of that name had to loave her business place at a very late hour 
in the evening, and was passing by a street alone, when an over-zealoug 
police constable arrested her, and kept her in the lock-up for a few hours, 
Tt created such a sensation in England. that I believe the Home Sectretar; 
had to resign and make a scape-goat of “himself. My Lord, I pie 
your government to caution the police-in their pursuit of anarchical criminals 
amongst the wymen folk of the country. . If they did that, they would ‘be 
increasing the virus of anarchism, instead of lessening it.The present 
case is an illustration of the flimsy grounds upon’ which thi police of the * 
country proceed to deprive a person of his personal liberty, and of the ill. 
efiect, upon the feeling of the people. of their wild and injudicious proceed- 
ings. Tt ig not necessary jn the interests of good government to drag out 
a woman from her home because her husband “or brother was a suspect 
and photographs of revolutionaries were found in her room. And whether 
you are prepared or not to mark your disapproval of the conduct of the officers 
‘oriverned in the manner suggested by the words of the motion my 
Hon'ble frien y you cag do somo reparation to the victims of your act, 
and the least you can do is to give adequate money com) nation to the twor 
injured women. This will not only soothe their feelings, but will havea 
very wholesome effect onthe country—a thing: more ta Perceed than the: 
fetish of prestige.” wi 6% ' Oy oes 
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Resolutions. 
“Balu Mahendra Nath Ray; Sir Henry Wheeler. 


The Hon'ble Bano Mawennra Narn Rat said :— 


“My Lord, with some hesitation but with a full sense of my 
responsibili.y as a representative member of Your Excellency's Council, 
I support the motion. It seems to me that the official communiqué doos not 
conclude the matter. Tho thing which strikes mo most is that the official 
communiqué discloses some principles upon which the Criminal Investigation 
Department work. I was trying to formulate them to the best of my power 
and without projudicé, and T find that one may say without being guilty of 
verbal or substantial inaccuracy that the principles upon which the Criminal 
Investigation Department act are (1) every person, man or woman, whose 
name appears on any paper belonging to a suspect, shall be arrested, (2) 
any body answering to the name may be arrested on-suspidion without 
adequate enquiry as to his identity. If the Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment act upon jprinciples like these, it is high time that there should. be a 
thorough and sifting enquiry into these cases ; whether the particular form, 
of enquiry suggosted in the motion will be adequate or not is another 
matter. 


The official communiqué says that in directing the arrest of the woman 
concerned the Calcutta authorities of the Criminal Investigation Department 
were guilty of committing an error of judgment. I accept that statement 
with great satisfaction, but it is necessary and it is due to the public that 
Government should say that the Criminal Investigation Department ate not 
competent to arrest every person, a manor a woman. whose name appears on 
any paper belonging to a suspect, or that anybody answering toa name should 
not be arrested on suspicion without any adequate enquiry as to identity. All 
this’ of course is quite apart from the perfunctory act of the Superintendent of 
Police who arrested the two women answering tothe name and who kept them 
under arrest or in jail for two*weeks. That is a matter which Government. is 
no doubt enquiring into and in regard to which Government. will pass proper 
orders, but having regard to the yeasons I nave ventured to place before the 
House, I think it 6 a matter which is not. concluded by the offivial communiqué. 
Ihave no doubt there is no member in this House who will subscribe to such 
principles formally and that it is high time that by way of expression of our ~ 
disapproval of such supposed principles we should not. stop here, but that we 
should request Government to have a thorough and sifting enquiry made into 
the matter by an independent. authority who will not be influenced by 
the principles on which the Criminal Investigation Department obviously 
work,” > 








The Hon'ble Sir Henry WueeLer said :— 


: 
‘My. Lord, in dealing with this resolution, I propose to confine myself. 
as far as possible, to its term8 and to the definite proposals made therein 
These ave three in number : first, that an enquiry be institute by certain 
gentlemen ; secondly, that a communique be issued, and thirdly, that the 
officers held responsible be punished. r 
On behalf of Government I express. our inability to accept that resolu- 
tion on the following grounds ;: in the first place an enquiry has already 
been-held, the facts have. been elicited, and a full and frank statement has 
been laid before the public ; secondly, a communique has already issued, and 
finally, we propose to communicate to the officers concerned the expression of 
disapproval which ig conveyed in the communique. ‘To officers in their 
position itis no small punishment to be told publicly that they have com- 
mitted an error of judgment. ‘Apart. from these points, I would only notice 
one criticism that has been made to-night. of the, supposed reckless - and 
, Unjustifiablo attitude of the, police in assuming that there are reasonable 
grounds for suspicion against all relatives or connections of any man who is 
° 
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regarded as connected with the revolutionary movement. In defence of the 
police there are several considerations which should be borne in mind in 
judging of what they did. It is the common experience of these pete i 
tione and arrests made in circumstances such as these of members of the 
revolutionary party that names and addresses are found among their papers 
(frequently iu cypher) indicating the names of post-boxes, harbourers and 
sympathisers. ‘This has been proved up tothe hilt by actual experience. 
Again, in this particular instance enquiry showed that other names found in 
the batch of papors were of people of this character. Further, although the 
person concerned in this case. was a woman, it has unfortunately been the 
experience that women are being utilised in this movement in these capaci-~ 
ties, These facts are to be remembered in justification of what has been, 
represented to night to have been an absolutely unjustifiable suspicion on 
the part of the police, but, as I have said, Government consider that an error 
of judgmout was committed, and in informing the officers concerned to that 
effect, intond to prevent, as far as possible, the recurrence of such incidents 
in future by directing that orders concerning women should not be passed 
without a prior reference to Government. That being so, I submit that we 
have taken reasonable action, and that the further steps asked for in the 
resolution are not required.” 


The Hon’ble Bano Axuu Cuanpra Darra said :— 

“My Lord, I do not like to add anything by way of reply, for I do not 
think there is anything that is necessary to be said. I would only say one 
word in answer to the Hon'be Sir Henry Wheeler. It appears to mo to be 
a dangerous principle to lay down that whenever there ave in any papers 
names found, experience has shown that thore is. a real ground for 
suspicion that these people ‘are dangerous, A gman may have -relations, 
friends and acquaintances. . Necessarily the names of these people may 
come in some papers and: books, and merely because their names are found: 
in any of the papers belonging to a member of the revolutionary party, should 
‘one come at once to the conclusion that they must be revolutionary cons- 
pitators and then order their arrest and Say that there is reasonable ground 
for their arrest? I do not know whether I have dono service or dis- 
service by bringing up this resolution as the action of the Criminal Investiga- 
tion lepartment seems now to receive the approbation of a responsible 
member of Government. It is acase of from the frying: pan into the fire. 
I do not think that any justification in-defence of the Criminal Investi- 
gation Department was admittedly necessary in a caso like this. In view 
of the injustice done, a word of consolation might have been used ; instead 
of that an attempt has been made to justify the procedure adopted by the 
Criminal Investigation Department, However I do notthink that the reply 
of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler really’ merits any reply from me.”” 

. 


The Presipent said :— 

_“ Perhaps it will not be out of place if T say a few words to the Council. 
I rise to do so beeanso 1 think that. the Hon’ble Member who has just sat 
down has misinterpreted a remark which was made by the Hon'ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler, But before I touch on that particular point, let me say, 
on behalf of the Government, that we take no exception at all to the action 
whieh the Hon’ble Member has taken in moving this resolution, and so far’ 
as I myself am concerned, I take no exception to the tone or substance of 
his speech or of tho speegine of other Hon’ble Members in connection. witl 
this matter. Undoubtedly it is the duty of Members of the Council’ to. 
bring matters of public importance to the attention of the Government and 
to voice the views of the public with regard to them. So I say that we take 





t the Government are at all times desirous of doing 
r to prevent the miscarriage of postin and t 
hips on innocent persons, the 
d that this is: the position 
Hon'ble Basu Axur Cuanpra Darra said — 
A view of your Lordship's kind assurance, I beg leave to withdraw 
‘The Resolution was then, by loave of the President, withdrawn. ‘ 


Hon’ble Six Heney Wuener said -— i f 
Sir, as I do not wish that there sliould be any possibility of misu jer- 
standing in connection with this incident, ma ith Your Excel 
, add one word. In my reference to tho papers frequently 
effects of members of the revolutionary party, 1 think I 
circumstances such as these.’ I referred to the names 


‘ound jotted down on scraps of paper and in pocket books among: the private — 
i r times 


ers of these men. Such names are sometimes in cypher and some 
-enclair. In this particular instance there were names in cypher, but 


of Sindhubala Dasi was en clair.” 7 = 
‘ | ADJOURNMENT. pe 
‘Phe Council was then adjourned to Tuesday, the Sth March 1918, av 
.M., at Government House, Calcutta. f i 
ft A.M. HUTCHISON, 
® ~ Beoy. to the Govt. of Bengal and 
“Seay, to the Bengal Legislative Council Off) 
Iith March, 1918, 
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PART IVA. 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


. LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915. 


Tue Council met in the, Council Chamber at Government. Honse, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, thé Sth March, 1918, at 11 a... 


Present: 
The Hon'ble Sin Heyer Wweever, x.c.1.8., cst, Vice-President, 
Presiding. 
The Hon'ble Sm Sarrenpra Prasanna Sprna, Kr. bd 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. G. Cumsana, c.8.1., 0.1.8. 

The Hon'ble Mr. C. J. Srevenson-Moorr, c.v.0. 

The Hon'ble Mx. J, Doxaup. c.1.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. 8. S, O’Mauuey. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. A, Cowzey. ° Sealing 

The Hon’ble Lr,-Cotoner W. J. Bucwanan, C.1.8., 1M.8, 


The Hon'ble Mr. C, H. Bomras. in 
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The Hon'ble Mr. C. Py Pian 
Tho Hon'ble. Mr. E. B. H. Panton. 
The Hon’ble Rat PuiKe Nara Mogsarst Banapvr, 18.0. 
The Hon'ble Sir Rasenpra Nava MOooKeRJEE, K.C.1.E. 
The Hon'ble Dr. Nivraran Sarwar, 5 ‘. 
The Hon'ble Mr. J; MAckrnate. 
The Hon'ble Mu. W. .H. H. Arpex-Woop, c.1.8. 
* Phe Hon'ble Rasa Hrisninesn Lawa, 0.1.8. 
‘Phe Hon'ble Rev. Dn. G. Howstas: 
The Hon'ble Kumar Sui Supknareswar Ray. 
The Hon'ble Wek Brovexpra Kiasnor Ray Onaupnuri. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Antn Cnanpra Sivas. 
The Hon’ble Dr. Desa Prasap Sarpapurkany, C.1E. 


The Hon’blo RAr Denexpen Cuynper Gross Banapur. 





The Hon'ble Mr. F. W. Carrer, C.1.E. 

The Hon'ble Mr. E. B. pe. 

The Hon'ble Dr, Aupui.a-al-Mamon Sunrawarpy. 
The Hon’ble Mavivi Anu, Kasex. 

‘The Hon’ble Mx. M. aan Aut Kuan Cuavpnort. 

The Hon'ble Mavivr A. K. Fazt-ui-Hag. 

The Hon‘*ble Knaw Saain Aman Aut: 

The Hon'ble Mr. Acie sion. 

The Hon'ble Rar Srx Narn Ray Banapun. 

The Hon'ble Rat Manenpra Cuanpra Mrrra Banapor. 

-The Hon'ble Banu, Surenpra Nave Ray. A “3 


The Hon’ble Banu Kisnor1 Monay Gaeant 





The Hon'ble Banu Asics OnAKAN Mazumpan. 
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3 ; Questions and Answers, 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 2. ‘ ‘ 
STARRED QUESTION. _ ‘ a 


By the Hon’ble Basu Buazenpra Cuanpra Ray :— 


“1, Are the Government aware of the opinion that has been 
expressed that the girls’ schools and zenana agencies are becoming unpopular 
on account of the treatment received by the teachers and respectable zenana 
ladies from the Officiating Inspectress of Schools? 





Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mauiry :— 
© No.” 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. \ 
(The Answers to which were laid on the table.) 


By the Hon’ble Mx. Aurar Ati :— 


T. (a) Are the Government aware that four rooms belonging to Rajshahi College - 
the Junior Madrassah at Rajshahi were taken over by the Principal of the aud the Junior 
Rajshahi College about four years ago, an assurance being given at the time “ss! 
that the rooms would be restored to the Madrassah after the completion 
of the Physics Laboratory ? 

(b) Is it a fact that after the completion of the laboratory another room 

» in addition to the four was taken? 

(c) Is it a fact that, as a result of this, some of the Madrassah classes 
are held in the Muhammadan college hostel which is outside the-Madrassah 
building ¢ . 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mauiry :— 


“ (a) The answer is in the negative. The building in question former!: 
belonged to a senior Madrassah, which was abolished in 1883. In 1884 it 
decid to retain the junior classes of the Madrassah, on the condition 
that they were to be treatéd as a branch of the college and not as Madrassah 
classes, and to use the old Madrassah building partly for the college and partly 
as a hostel for the student attending the Medrasesh classes... Government at 
the same time made over Rs. 20,000, representing nearly two-thirds of the 
original cost. of the building, to the Mohsin Fun , from which the major 
portion of its cost had been met, y 
The building consists of a central hall and 12 rooms, of which six have 
long been used and are still used for the Madrassah classes. The central hall 
was used as a lecture theatre and the other six rooms for the college science 
classes before the new physical laboratory was built. Since Ji uly 1914, when 
the laboratory was completed, the latter six rooms have continued to be used 
for college purposes, two for Arabic. and Persian classes and the rest for 
tutorial classes and seminars for honours classes. 
¥ Tn 1909 the Lieutenant-Governor of Eastern Bengal and Assam, in reply * 
to an address presented by the Rajshahi Muhammadan Association, gave an 
assurance that, when the new laboratory was completed, the portion of the 
Madrassah building then used by the college would be given up for the 
Madrassah classes. Tt has not Yet. been possible to dathis on account of the 
Z seativements of the college. 
¢ 0. i 
£ No, One class has long been held in a building which was formerly 
Ff meee iy the Madrassah hostel and is now used asa college Muhammadan 
tel. . i ; 


. 


Buropean 
Lunatic Asylam 
‘at Ranchi. 


Muhammadan 
hostels in 
Chittagong, 
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Questions and Answers. 


By the Hon‘ble Mr. F. W. Carrer :— 











IL. (@) Will. the Government be ‘cai to state when the Lunatic 
Asylum for Europeans, at Ranchi, is likely to be FY aa f 

(b) Has it been arranged for the services of Major Peebles to be placed 
at the disposal of the Government of Bihar and Orissa to act as Superinten- 
dent of the Asylum? 4 4 ; 

a) Has the necessary furniture and equipment been eae ete 

(d) In the event of the Ranchi Asylum being ready for occupation in 
the near future, are the Government considering the desirability of setting 
aside sufficient money in the forthcoming Budget for the re-building of the 
oe Lunatic Asylum at Bhowanipore as an observation place for suspected 
lunacy ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Doxatp :— 


« (a) No exact date can be stated. It is expected that the institution 
will be opened early this month, 

(b) The services of Major Peebles were placed at the disposal of the 
Government of Bihar and Orissa on the 10th January, 1918: 

(c) Major Peebles is at present engaged in furnishing and equipping the 
Asylum as.a Parent itt! to its being opened. 

(@) Government have decided to convert the existing Asylum at Bhowani- 

re into an observation-ward for mental cases. A sum of rupees two lakhs - 

tae been provided for the purpose in the Provincial Civil Works estimates 
for 1918-19.” 


By the Hon'ble Kuan Sanip Aman ALt:— 


III. (a) Are the Government aware. that a considerable number of 
boarders from the Government Madrassah Hostel at. Chittagong have been 
removed to the Victoria Moslem Hostel in that place! 

(v) Is it a fact that as a result of the removal a considerable number of 
seats fell vacant in the former hostel, and that these were filled by Muham- 
madan students from the Training College? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state why the Muhammadan 
students of the Madrassah College included in the new Madrassah scheme , 
haye not been given the vacant seats? ‘ 

d@) Are the Government considering the desirabilit of inquiring from 
the Principal of the Moslem College as to the number of applications he has 
received from candidates in the Moslem College who desire seats in the 
Government Madrassah Hostel? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing the. 
Training College students to the Victoria Islam Hostel, situated within a mile 
from the Trafning College? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Matiry :-— 


_ ““ @ Government are aware that See of the Government Moslem 
High School who were resident in the Madrassah Hostel were removed to the 
Victoria Moslem Hostel in order to make room for.pupils of the Normal School. 
(0) It is a fact that a number of seats became vacant. They were taken 

by pis of the Normal School. There is no Training College at Chitt , 
ind it is presumed that the Hon’ble Member refers to the Normal Sch 


(c) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the reply to part (a) of the ques’ 


"@ No. Ibis presumed that by thé Moslem bl 
Bees adresse aid j College the Hea hig her 


(@) No.” © ge ia 


tion. 
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Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon'ble Kuan Sante Aman Aur:— 






IV. (a) Are the Government aware of the number of scholarships Beale) 
which each District Board awards to the students studying, in the Engineer- istrict , 
ing, Medical, ‘icultural, Weaving, Deaf and Dumb, Art, Veterinary and Technical Schools | 
other Technical Schools and Colleges? and Colleges. 

(6) If so, will the Government: be pleased to lay on the table a statement 

. showing the number of scholarships awarded by each District Board to 
Muhammadan students in such schools and logon 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Matiry ;:— 
“A statement .is laid on the table.” 

Statement referred to in the answer by the Hon'ble {MR. O'MALLEY to 
question No. Vv (unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble KHAN SAutB AMAN 
Aut at the Council meeting of the sth March, 1918, showing the 


number of scholarships awarded’ by District Boards to “Pechnical 
Schools and Colleges. rm 














ieee den? scholarships in rir 
District Board. “thd gay ws ee i | 
other technical emer. . 
schools and 
‘colleges, 
Burdwan’. .., ay ay 2 Nil 
Birbhum sve wee ma 6 1 
Bankura ote ove See 26 Nil 
Midnapore .... aoe jh 5 Nil 
Hooghly , 10 Nil 
Howrah ¥ ses 18 ‘pid 
24-Parganas .., ae Re ida uns a! 
Nadia ies hae om 13 Nil 
Murshidabad .,. ie a § i 
Jessore au oat sil 8 4 
Khulna ae sie ie 3 Nil | 
Dacea wee ? ee tee 8 Nil 3 
bt Mymensingh ... fing he 23 6 s 
Faridpur 13. 2 
Bakarganj 30 7 
Chittagong . 9 1 4 
Tippera 11 * Nil 
Noakhali . Rf se 12 2 
Rajshahi oe ca 22 10 
Dinajpur it Pa 1 Nil 
Jalpaiguri 1 Nil | 
Rangpur 12 4 
4 3 + 
84 36° 
ve 2, 15 
pen Total Sees, BOB ‘ 94 





Muhammadans 
‘and road cess. 
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Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon’ble Kuan Sans AMAN ALL :— tig A 


V. (@ Will the Government be pleased to lay on the ‘table a 
statement showing the amount of road-cess Hoe by Muhammadan raiyats, 
intermediate holders and zamindars in the different districts of the Bengal 
Presidency, as compared with the amounts paid by other communities ¢ 

(b) Ts it a fact that the Muhammadans are paying equal or more cess 
than other communities ¢ 

{°) Tf so, are the Government considering the “desirability of issuing 
circular orders to the diferent District Boards to make provision for scholar- 
ships to be awarded to Muhammadan students, -in proportion to the cess paid 
by that community ¢ 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr, O’Marrey sib 


“ (a) and (b) The information is not: available, and Government are not. 
prepared to call for it in view of the expense and labour involved in the 
compilation of the figures, which would necessitate the employment of a 
large additional staff. 

(c) No.” 


By the Hon'ble Kuan Sante Aman ALT: — 


VI. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of 
Muhammadan president panchayats in the Brahmanbaria and Chandpur 
subdivisions in the district of Tippera in the year in which the system was 
first introduced and also in recent years ¢ 

(v) Is it a fact that the number of Muhammadan panchayats has 
decreased ? 

(c) Tf.so, are the Government considering the desirability of inquiring 
into the cause of such decrease ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (@) and (b) When the president panchayat system was first intro-~ 
duced, the number of Muhammadan president panchayats in the Brahman- 
baria subdivision was 38 out of a total of 100, and in the het sub- 
division 40 out of a total of 60. The numbers now are 25 and 35 out of 
77 and 52, respectively. < i 

(c) In answer to inquiry the District Magistrate reports that in filling 
up vacancies4n president panchayatships, regard is always had to the import- 
ance of the Muhammadan community in the union concerned, but that it 
_ often difficult to find suitable Muhammadans with the necessary qualifica- 

‘ions.” 


By the Hon'ble Kuan Sans Aman Aut :— 


Vil. a) Are the Government aware that in the reorganisation of the 
Khas Mahal offie at Noakhali, the services of two permanent Muhammadan 


* Tahsildars have yet aes with and that a temporary Hindu Tahsildar 
_ has been appointed in their 


ap place? 
(0) Isita fact that the Hindu Tahsildar so appointed has a bad record of 
service ¢ Arneson 
ve ; 








Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“(a) and (b) The case to which the Hon'ble Member refers is the 
appointment of a clerk in the Khas Mahal Department in the Noakhali Col- 
lectorate, not of a Tahsildar. Government understand 'that in this case 
an appeal is Pending Hekore the Commissioner of the Chittagong Division; 
and for this reason do not consider it desirable to make any -pronouncement 
in the matter at the present stage.” * 


By the Hon'ble Kuan Sanm Aman Aut at 


VILL, (@) Is it a fact that the Government are abolishing Circle schools §h0els in 
in the Chittagong Division ¢ hiteagonie 
: (b) If so, are the Government:-considering’ the desirability of replacing 
them by Middle English schools? . 
(c). Are the Government aware that the want of Middle English schools 
is keenly felt in the Chittagong Division? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Matiey :— 


“@) No. 

(0) No. : / 

(c) No. The number. of Middle English schools in proportion to the 
population is greater in the Chittagong Division than in any other Division.” 


By the Hon'ble Kuan Saurp AMAN Atti 4 : ae 
TX. (a) Are the Government aware that the price of cloth has risen ‘ 
abnormally high ? 
(b) Tf 80, are the Government taking any steps to regulate its price? 
Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donatp ;:— 


“ The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer to question No. XXXIV on . 
(unstarred) given at the meeting of the 19th February last.” 4 





Bj the Hon'ble Mautyi A. K. Fazi-vi-Hag :— 


X. Will the Government be pleased to state— . per ee on 
(i) the total expenditure on Hostels, Boarding Houses and Coll Howtol, ot. 
messes in Bengal during the financial years of 1912-17; 
(ii) the total expenditure on such institutions, meant exclusively for 
ny * Muhammadans, during the same period ¥ - 


raven by the Hon'ble Mr., O’Mauiey — ea « 


“Two statements are laid on the table. In Statement B separate figures 
paeeine ihe expenditure incurred on institutions meant exclusively for Mu- 
hammadans cannot be given without an undue amount of labour.” 


oh 
14 












Questions and Answers. 





Statement A referred to by the Hon'ble Mr. O'Matuer in his answer to question 
No. X (unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Mavuy1.A. K. Pau ae at 
the Council meeting of the 5th March, 1918. 


daceie ON HOSTELS AND MESSES DURING 1912—1917 our pe tae Imrerrat. omar. 












































; Por Indians, 
ee eeeeEeeeSSFSFSesSseSeses 
Exrexprrore os MunaMMAbaN pach 
‘TOTAL EXPENDITURE. pasate Calcutta 
University 
Years. : iat 
: fone included in 
: Recurring. Recurring. | recurring. |" Totals 10 
he Bist 
1 2 5 6 7 8 
oe ae ; aly et i 
Rs. Rs. Re. rae ian Rs. Rs. 
1912-13 ete 2,62,000 | 2,62,000 |... 10,000 | © 10,000) a 
1913-14 5,05,000 | 6,05,000 66,000) 66.000}... 
1914-15 ssh 729,000 | 7,29,000 o 1,89,000 | 1,89,000. , 
. 
1915-16 88,000 | 4,06,000 | 494,000 | 29,000 | 1,88,000 | 2,17,000 | 9,50,000° 
1916-17 96,000 | 92,000 | 1,88,000 | 81,000 | 66,000 | 97,000} 61,0008 
| aaa ah ons 
Gnaxp ToTAL 184,000 | 19,94,000 | 21,78,000 | 60,000 | 4,69,000 | 5,29,000 | 10,11,000¢ 
| 





Tye Univeraey programme taclados Ra. 20708 forthe Mbemtndas bette! on the Blrakhann Rend, 
column 


4 Tits te moe in 





Statement B referred to by the Hon'ble Mx. O'Matuey to Question No. X 
(unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Mavuv A. K, Fazt-ur-Haq at the Counetl 
Meeting of the 5th March, 1918. 


ExpexprvoRe ox Hosrets, etc., DURING 19121917 owt oF ProvINciAt 


For Indians ant Europeans. 


ENURS. 
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Picken Ra 1.9.70 
Tanta 3.008 


a ema ii ate 











: T 
soot Exexsprrome snow Provixcra, | EXPENDITURE ON MUMAMMADAN 
expenditure ~'" REVENDES. HORTELA, 
from all en i 
‘Years. + | 
“ cial revenues, |. Reonrring. | Non- Total. | Recurring. | Noo. ‘otal. 
‘Masicipal recurring. | recurring. 
grants, etc. ’ | 
1 2 8 4 ee ie | 7 oe : 
* Re. Ts Ts, aie 
1912-13 ase] 16,098,600 | (@) 2,98,578 bY 
(reourring). 
UMA —.. | 19,64,084 | (0) 8,85,524 ie 
“anh Not * 
1914-15 21,31 on (6) 8,64,656 | | available. at Not available, 
(recurring). A 
1915.16" ...|  22,89,604 | (b) 8,96,518 a 
(reourri : x 
1916-17 Not available | (c) 8,72,825 aayare | aise : 
aero - 
| Gao: Porat, 18,238,401 Ne ie 
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Questions and Answers. 


By the Hon'ble Mavivi A. K. Fazi:vi-Hagq:— r 

eXL. - (a) Is it.a fact that in allotting seats to the invited guests on the 
occasion of the presentation of addresses to His Excellency the Governor on 
his recent visit to Burdwan the seat of the late N awab Abdul Jubbar was 
placed after some Rai Bahadurs and that of Shamsul Ulama Lutfur Rahman 
after all the Rai Bahadurs? : 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of inquiring why 
er ee alaian saan title-holders were not given places according to their 
ran 

(c) Is it a fact that the Muhammddan gentlemen referred to above 
though present in Burdwan did not attend on @ occasion ? 


Answer by the, Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“(@ The late Nawab Abdul Jubbar, C.LE., occupied the sixth place 
in the Burdwan district Durbar. list, and he was accordingly allotted the 
sixth seat on the occasion referred to. Shamsul Ulama Lutfur Rahman 
is a resident of the district of Murshidabad and is not on the Burdwan 
Durbar list. He was invited io the ceremony at the request of the Secre- 
tary of the Muhammadan Association, and no question as to his prece- 
dence arose. 

(>) The enquiries which have been made show that the arrangements 
were in accordance with the rules. 

(c) It is reported that the late Nawab was unable to attend the cere- 
mony owing to age and bodily infirmity. It is not known why Shamsul 
Ulama Lutfur Rahman did not attend the ceremony or whether he was in 
Burdwan on that day.” 


By the'Hon’ble Mautvr A. K. Fazu-ut-HAg :— 


XII. (@ Are the Government aware that on the occasion of the visit of 
His Excellency the Governor to Burdwan on the 9th January last, an 
address was presented to His Excellency by the District Board of Burdwan 
and the Burdwan Municipality jointly ¢ 

.(b) Is ita fact-that a aragraph referring to the transfer of the District 
Officer was put in by the agistrate without the knowledge of any Member ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mattey :— 


Ko : 


By the Hon'ble Mavuyi A. K. Faz1-v1-Hag :— 


XIII. (@) Is it a fact that about 23 Sub-Judges including one District 
Judge, promoted from the Provincial Service, are due to retire on or before 
the Ist May, 1918? 

AI Tf so, are the Government Seige the desirability of requesting 
the High Court not to allow any extensions of service t these officers in view 
of the recent letter No, 109-Public, dated India Office, London, the 7th 
September, 1917, from the Secretary of State, amending the Civil Service 

ions with regard to the pensions of Gazetted officers ? 





‘A question of 
precedence, 


‘The Burdwan 
District Board 


and Manicipality 


address to His 
Excollency the 
Governor, 


Extensions of 
service of certain 
‘Judicial officers, 


¥ 7 
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Questions and Answers. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr po 
“ (a) Yes. 


4 
(b) Extension of service for one year was granted to four of the officers 
in September 1917 before the receipt of the recent orders. The case of the 


» remaining officers is under consideration and will be decided in accordance 


Scheme 
regarding the 
Provincial 
Judicial Services. 


Pay of Munsifs. 


with the orders now in force.” 


. By the Hon’ble Mautvr A. K. Fazi-vuL-Hag :— 


XIV. (a) Is it a fact that, after the separation of Bihar, the High 
Cour submitted a scheme regarding the Bengal Provincial Judicial Ser- 
vice! 

(b) Was that scheme approved by the Government and shown as the 
existing cadre in the Report of the Public Sérvices Commission? 

(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to state why that scheme was 
not given effect to? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (a), (®) and (¢) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer given 
to the question put on this subject by: the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta 
at the meeting of the Council held on the 7th August, 101g 


By the Hon'ble Mavivi A. K. Fazt-0t-Ha@:— 


XV. (@ In view of the assurance given b the Hon’ble Nawab Sir 
Syed Shams-ul-Huda in his Budget speech of the 8rd April, 1917, on my 
resolution for increasing the pay of the last grade of unsifs, that the 
Government, of India have promised to deal with the recommendations of 
the Public Services Commission expeditiously, will the Government be 
pleased to state whether there is any chance of the recommendations of the 
Public Services Commission being given effect to in the next financial ygar! 


3 @ if not, are the Government considerin, the desirability, in the 
next 





ancial year, of raising the pay of the last grade of Munsifs to 
Rs. 250 and of giving effect to the scheme shown as the existing cadre of 
the Momsifs and Sub-Judges in the Report of the Public Services Com- 
mission { xf 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. KERR :-— 


“ (a) It is not possible ‘for this Government to say when final orders will 
be passed on the report of the Royal Commission. 
(b) Th answer is in the negative.” 


By the Hon’ble Maunvr A. K. Fazt-v1 Haq ye 


XVI. (@) Is it a fact that the majority of Munsifs do not rise to the 
Rs. 400 grade till they reach the age of 45 years? 

(6) Are the Government aware of the opinion that has been expressed 
that the ane of this branch of the Government service is jeopardised 
owing to the bad prospects held out to the members of the service? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :-— i 
« (a) The average age at the time of their promotion to the second grade 


of me oe ‘who are now in that grade, was 41 years and 4 months. 
A ee OR : cuen 








’ Questions and Answers. 
‘By the Hon’ble Mavuvr A. K. Fazi-v1-Hag :—" 


XVIL (a) Are the Government considering the desirability of moving fears ¢ 
_ the Goyernment of India to amend the Civil Service tions so as to 
sae of Provincial Judicial officers affixing their privilege leave to the 
‘ uja holidays? : 
(b) If not, will the Government be pleased to state why this privilege oe 
cannot be granted to these officers ? . * 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (@) and (6) As ‘stated in the speech made by the Hon'ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler on the resolution moved by the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem at 
the meeting of the Council held on the 4th September, 1917, the question 
of the leave rules of the Provincial Judicial Service will be considered in 
connection with the report of the Royal Commission on the Public Services. 
The merits of the question were also discussed on that occasi 





By the Hon’ble Mautyi A. K. Fazi-vi-Hag :— 


XVII. @ Are the Goyernment aware of the fact that the difference Judicial of 


in the number of close holidays enjoyed vi the Judicial officers and the snd holidays, 


Executive officers is very small at present 


(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of recommending 
the grant of privilege leave of 15 days only on full pay to Munsifs and : 
Sub-Judges? : fe . 


\ 


* Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (@) Excluding Sundays and local holidays, the Civil Courts are closed ; 
tor ss days during 1918 and the Courts and offices of executive officers for 
36 days. : 


(b) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer to question No, XVII.” 
. 
» 


“By the Hon'ble Basu Axutt Cuannra Darra ;— . 


XIX. What was the total cost incurred by the Government in the case in ‘The caso of 
which Mr. Meredith, a bailiff of the Court of Small Causes, Caloutta, was Mr Meredith. 







Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— ak path 
_ “ The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to a similar ques- 
: Whe. Sestip of tie Couneil which was on ‘the nd duly, 


me 








374 THE CALCUTTA GAZRTTE, MARCH 20, 1918. [Pater TVA. 

















Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon’ble Mr. H. R. A) Irwm :— 


XX. (@ With reference tomy unstarred question No, VI regardii 
the hook-worm disease, asked at the Council meeting of the 3rd July, 1917, 
and the Hon'ble Mr. Donald’s reply thereto, will the Government-be pleased 
to state whether a reply has been received from the Government of India to | 
the representation from this Goyernment? 

(b) If so, what is the nature of such reply? 

i} If no reply has been received, are the Government considering the * 
desirability of reminding the Government of India on the matter? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Matuey :— 


“ The Government of India have accepted the proposals of this Govern- 
ment for a comprehensive inquiry into the prevalence and distribution of 
hook-worm disease in Bengal. The Governing Body of the Indian Research 
Fund Association have agreed to meet the cost of the scheme, which is estim- 
ated at Rs. 6,000. The inquiry has already begun.” 


By the Hon’ble Basu Brosenpra Kisnor Ray Cuavpiurt :-— 


XXL (a With, reference to the answer to my question 
No. XXXVIII, asked at the meeting of the Council, held on the 28nd January, 
1918, regarding commutation proceedings in the record-of-rights operations, . 
will the Government be pleased to state whether there are any instances on 
record in which the rate has been fixed by the Settlement authorities at more 
than one-fifth of the value of the gross produce, since the instructions referred 
to in the said question were issued? 4 

(6) If so, what is the proportion of such instances to the total cases of 
commutation in each particular district where the record-of-rights operations 
have been carried on? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (a) Yes. 

(b) Since the instructions were issued commutation has been ordered in 
284, 74 and 17 cases in the districts of Midnapore, Dacca and Mymensingh, 
aay. The number of cases in which the rent fixed exceeded one- 
fifth of the value of the gross Producg was 166, nil and 15 in the three dis- 
tricts.” . 


By the Hon’ble Basu Brosyenpra Kisnor Ray Cxaupnurt :— 


. ‘ 

XXII. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state what Bengali 
pranas have up to date been prohibited from being acted on the public 
si 

(b) What are the reasons for such prohibition in each case? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of permitting these 
_ plays to be staged, after being purged of any objectionable portions ? 

(d) If so, what portions would they desire to be expunged in each case? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mg. Kzrr :— 


“(@ and A statement is laid on the table. savak 
(o) and (d) No such proposal is under the consideration of Govern- 
1t. } : 


. 


men’ 








by the Hon'ble Mr. iene 


a (a) The answer is in the affirmative. 
(6) and SEs Government adhere a ys 


Sear? sehen im Nga fees vv 
departments s! si al 
Government; and it is not their intention to transfer oth 


‘on the removal to Dacca of the 
Iture. In coming to this conclusion, borne 
g other sricitan gt the wed by the peace 


aay. @ Miles acer a 
de Sr teks proaetein sexe 


income-tax- "oveute likely fo be i 
i Sie eo pa 





Wy the Hon'ble Mr. Donatp : sauna 


“The Munitions Board is not under the Local Government and ved! 
irding it esi bie seas in the Imperial Legislative Council.” : 


BROJENDRA Kasuor Rav CuAvpHURI ;— 


h Hon'ble Basv Brosenpra rials Ray Ceti 


(@) Is it a fact that there have been a few cases of plague 


XXV. 
So Seppe of Bakarganj/ , 
t Glos Sar pw ate the circumstances 


relating ‘to the outbreak, and the steps in connection eee a ? 


as ee outbreak of pl ened in the ire Rajihar in, Giaee 
of the mau sal district. The disease fi in a youth. 
who had ret rom Caleutta. T. oS Sorgeon visited the vil 
on the 6th iSegeede and the District > oe on the 8th February. 
ae | fe qual searogal i the village 
A Sub Atcha 
i to 
as Seaiaclawerel 2 was ana ee Caniiad 
experience of | 





of resignation papa the High y 
a3 le to continue in his office owing to the state 
ve £ io. The Mungif did not apply for leave for an ei 
istrict Judge or to the High Court.” 


the Hon’ble Basu BRoweNDRA Krsnor Ray Cuaupuurt: 
XXIX. (a) Will the Government be pleased. 
area and limits of the new subdivision of Dhanbar in M 
the scheme of district partition t 
fai, eae the Government considering the desirability of. “ascertaining 
ublic opini pte cane the allocation of thanas to the trea 
and the redial ‘tion of thana aes af 


nswer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (a) The new subdivision of Dhanbari will consist’ of thanas ego 
Gopalpur, Madhupur, Sarisabari, Kalihati and Ghatail, coveri 
of 615 quate juare miles, together with the Gargazali portion of the. Sta 
rle, the exact area of which has not yet been determined. + 
ins (6) "The scheme for the partition of ores was vublished th 
‘alcutta Gazette in Resolution No, 6287 P., dated the ee A ee 19 
and ‘algo Bra ‘public were ip Seite : ah sh. v 
Tecel\ ve considered, and certain m¢ ese of the.o1 a 
roject introduced in consequence. Government do not consider. the 
id serve any useful purpose to consult’ the public again.” 


the Hon'ble Banu Brosennra Kisnor Ray Cuaupnver :-— 


"XXX. (a) Isita fact that the Railway. bridge over the Brahma 
sak Mymensingh has obstructed the flow of the river, and that a char 


consequence ? 
orate Md Gopeeainnnt considering the desirability ites: 
into the circumstances relating to this matter, and of 
thé removal of any such obstracti 


by, the j 
In 19: acti channel of he old.-Br. 
“ (a). n 1916, the ive t = bmapa 


over, to 














Speoaiiins and Answers. 


“Answer ‘e the Hon'ble Mr. O’Matigy :— 


Sie bet column of the statement.” 


= 


A statement is laid on the table. _ 


7 
“@ 
otis Hon’ble Member is referred to the remarks against Khulia in 


‘ Statement referred to in the ansicer by the, Hon’ble Mr. O'Mauuey to question 
No. XXXI (unstarred), asked by the Hon'ble Bawo Buavenvra CHaxpra 
Rar at the Couneil meeting of the 5th: March, 1918. 





Nvwnxn or Usi0" 
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‘Reason of fallaro to give efecto the siuetion durin 





Hooghly... 
Birbhum >... 
Baukura ... 
Faridpur  ... 
Tippera 


Bogra = ia 



















@B) a. 


Remy! 


| Oe 


| aye 





(get 





a 








(a) The preliminary netion necestary for the 
constitution of Union Committees could 
not be completed before the end of the 
calendar year, 


(®) Delay conrred over the modification of 
boundaries in order to reuder them contermi- 
nous with Chaukidari Unions, 


(©) Three Union Committees have beer recent- 
ly sanctioned aud steps are being taken for 
the election of members ; while two have 
been reconstituted and the old committees 
are working pendins: the formation of new 
‘comimitters, 


(@) Delay oecurred in the ease of one Union 
Committee pending reference by the 
Divisional Commissioner, after publication 
of the final notification, on the pion of 
tine oye of the elective pin. 

‘he preliminary action mi for_the 
donstitation’ of enotter ‘Uaion  Comajties 
could not be completed before the end Ai 

| the calendar year, 


(© In the case of three Union Committeas 
the preliminary action necessary for their 
constitution could not be completed before 
the ond of the calendar year and in, the case 
of a fourth farther dolay was caused by the 
failure of the first election. 


(f) Delay was due to the failure of the first 
election, . 


{g) It is reported that the District Board took * 
view that its. financial position did not 
le it to support 24 committoos and 
resolved to provide orily 6 eh funds, the 
remainder being kept’ in abeyance, 
matter is now under the: colatevetion of the 
Commissioner, 


(@).In the caso of one of the Union Com- 
aalieoysanetoned, the villagers sabsequenty 
ox inwillingness to procood 
ari we coast tution of a Union Committee 
and the notification sanctioning it was 
accordingly cancelled, 





2 























380, THE CALOUITA GAZBTTE, MARCH’ 20, 1918. [Paw 
Questions and Answers. ’ * 


By the Hon’ble Basu Buabenpra CHanpra Ray :— ‘ 
ri 























§ Conference of XXXII. (a) With reference to the answer to my unstarred question 
| © local hodies. No. LX XIV, asked on the 7th August, 1917, will the Government be pleased 
' f to state whether the inquiries referred to therein have been made? y 

t (5) If so, are the ernment considering the desirability of holding 
Be, similar conferences of local bodies in Bengal ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Mattey ;— , 


E : * (a) It has been ascertained that the local and municipal conference 
Biot held in the Madras Presidency early in 1917 was organized privately by 
ne gentlemen interested in local bea ata and that it was not held under 
f . the auspices of the Government of Madras, whith accorded it no official recog- 
nition. 
 (b) In view of the above statement this question does not arise.” a 


By the Hon’ble Basu Buasenpra Cuanpra Ray :— 


XXXIII. (a) With reference to the statement.in the latest Annual 
Report on the Department of Agriculture, that the policy of the Rangpur 
Cattle Farm has been altered, sultithe Government he pleased to explain the 
po of i) followed,.and in what material particulars. has the alteration 

made? 

(b) What progress has been made under the old policy, and what prac- 
tical results obtaingd at the Rangpur Dairy Farm? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— * 


“ (a) The Hon'ble Member is referred to paragraph 8 of Government 
Resolution No. 552 T.—R., dated the 16th May, 1917, which was published 
in the Calcutta Gazette of the 23rd May, 1917. 

b) The lack of progress and of practical results under the old policy . 
led Government to adopt a new policy.” * 


By the Hon’ble Basu Buasrenpra CHANDRA Ray :— 


XXXIV. * With reference ‘to Miss Cleghorn’s Scientific work on silk-~ 
/ Worms, will the Government. be pleased to state— 
(d how long she has been engaged on this work in Bengal; 


(i) what has been the annual cost to Government both as regards her 
remuneration and other charges; is a 


(vi) her qualifications and past experience in the work; 
(iv) the offices held by her before employment in Bengal; 
(0) the practical Tesults obtained by her up to date; and 


(vi) how far have these results been recognised by-experts, or utilised 
in any, practical manner ? a . Pee 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 














“ @) Miss Cleghorn has been engaged on work in connection with silk- 
worms in Bengal since 1902. . 

(#) The expenditure incurred by Government. in connection with her 
work has been as ‘follows ;— 





Remuneration. Other charges, 
Bs, Rs. | 
1914-15 ta gad |. NLL 5,615 ] 
e 1915-16 ee on NGL 5,000 
Hi 1916-17~ q eins 4 1,520 19,269 
< 1917-18 en s+ 4,200 16,500 





(##t) Miss Cleghorn is a Fellow of the Linnean, Entomological and Zoo- 
logical Societies of London, and is a Member of the British Ec cgical Society 
and of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, and has taken a course in Agricultural 
Science. She has sradibe: silk-worms for 16 years. a 


w) She held no salaried appoiritment “in connection with- silk-worm 
investigation before her-employment by the Bengal Government 


+ (0) She has reared up to the 54th generation a hybrid race of multivolt- ql 
ine silk-worms which is believed to be superior in its yield of silk and 
power to resist disease. 


(vi) The results of Miss Cleghorn’s work have been highly appreciated 
by Mr. H. Maxwell-Lefroy, Ma, ¥..8., F.z.8., Tmperial Silk Specialist, 
who has expressed the opinion that her work is thoroughly good, and her bt 4 
silk-worms and mulberry plant are of very great value to the Indian silk 
industry. f 

It is intended to test at the Berhampore Central Nursery in the year 
1918-19, the economic value of Miss Cleghorn’s hybrid race, which .Mr. 

Lefroy considers the most successful hybrid race produced at present.” 


By the Hon'ble Banu Buasenpra Cuanpra Ray :— 


XXXV. (@ With reference to the statement laid on the table in Betate of the 
answer to my unstarred question No. XVI of the 22nd January last, will the baci 
Government be pleased to state whether Colonel J. Hodding, c.1.x., -and Pe 
Mr. H. C. F. Meyer also serve such co-sharers of the Nawab of Dacca as are 
not under the Court of Wards, and are paid in proportion to tMéir respective 
shares in the joint estate? ‘ 5 ‘ 

(b) If so, will the’ Government be pleased to make a statement showin, 
the total amount drawn by each under each head referred to in the aforesai 
question, from the joint estate of the Nawab and his co-sharers, during each 
year comprised in the said statement ? : 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 1p 


8 ve ‘a Yes, 4 r 
_ (6) A statement is laid on the table.” 











ti ul qo 
1907-08 (from | Colonel J, Hodding, o.1.8.. 
‘Manager, Eetaten ofthe | 
Nawab of Dagon and his 


‘August 1907). 
1908-09 " pitto 
1909-10 . Ditto — 
1910-11 Ditto 

agtag 

1912-18 
_r9g.d 

1914-15 - 
1915-16 

WAT 


Meat - 
































j rye Questions and Answers. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— ; 
divi Saas (b) The facts of the case are stated in the judgment of the 


Sessions Judgé of Dinajpur dated the 21st June. 1915, a copy of which is 
laid on the table.” : 


Oopy of Judgment referred toin the answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr, to 
question No. XXXVI (unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Basu Baasenpra 
Gnanpra Rax, at the Council meeting of the 5th March, 1918. 


In the Court of the Sessions Judge of Dinajpur, 
The 21st June, 1915, 


PRESENT :—C. H. MOSELEY, EsQ., Sessions Judge of Dinajpur. 
t 


Emperor 
versus 


(1) Paroo, (2) Churn, (3) Kuor, (4) Monnn, (5) Jagen, (6) Jagna, (7)-Budhan, 
(8) Chota and (9) Saga, 


Sections 333/149, 1. P. C, 
Sossions Case No 10 of 1915, Dinajpur. 
For prosecution—Babu Jotindra Mohon Sen, Pablic Prosecutor. # 


For defence—None. 
Judgment. 


‘Due nine accused persons in this case have been committed to this court 
for trial on charges of rioting, and with the provisions of section 149, I. P. O., 
of causing grievous hurt to Mr. L. H. Burton, the Superintendent of Police of 
this district in the discharge of his public duty, by piercing his leg with 
arrows. 

‘All the accused have pleaded not guilty to the charges and thb evidence 
against them has been heard in this court. 

The case for the prosecution is that on a complaint having been lodged 
before a Magistrate by one’ Panchanon Das, a civil court peon, that he fad 
been violently resisted by the accused Paru Sonthal and others in the 
execution of a writ of attachment of Paru’s movable properties, a warrant 
for the arrest of Parw was issued by the Magistrate, The police officer 
entrusted with the execution of the warrant failed to execute it and applied 
for the issue of proclamation and attachment against Paru and these pro- 
cosses were issued by the Magistrate. Several police- offiegrs, including 
the Inspector of the Division attempted to execute these processes but failed 
owing to threats of armed resistance by Paru and his associates. Eventually 
the Superintendent of Police, with the approval of the District Magistrate, 
consented to the employment of armed police to overcome the resistance. 
On the morning of the 30th March, Mr. ‘Burton proceeded to the vicinity of 

- Parn’s Jari with an armed force of 20 constables and 2 head-constables and 
‘accompanied by the Inspector and the Kotwali Sub-Inspector.. Ata distance 
of about a mile from the Jari he directed the armed force to come on slowly 

and rode ahead with the Inspector and Sub-Inspeetor. On reaching the bar, 

. Burton rode into the courtyard and called out im Bongali to Paru. to 

‘out, adding that there was nothing to fear and that he would see that 
‘was done. The Sub-Inspector called out to Paru that he had a 

nt for his arrest and that he should come out and give himself up. 










. Questions and Answers. rie 


‘There was no response to these calls and in fact as Mr. Burton says, the dart 
appeared to be deserted, But presently the sounds of a drum being beaten 
and of voices, were heard inside the Jar. Some Sonthals‘ were seen coming ~ 
towards'the bari from different ‘directions as if. in response to the dram. 
Mr. Burton then,sent the Sub-Inspector galloping off to bring up the armed 
force, He then took up his position along with the Inspector on a field about 
30 yards to the east of the bari. Then four or five Sonthals came out in front 
of the bard and began to perform a sort of war dance to the sound of a drum, 
led by Paru who carried an axe in his, hand, and kept saluting the sun, 
Mr. Burton from where he stood, again attempted to reason with them 
calling out to them that they were fools and that it was useless to attempt 
to resist an armed force. The armed force then arrived and Mr. Burton 
divided it up into two detachments sending one in charge of one of the head- 
constable to the west of the bari round by the north to prevent an escape 
in that direction and keeping. the other with him. While the-first, detachment 
was on its way to take up its position, arrows were shot from the bare in both 
directions. Some whizzed past Mr. Burton who thereupon exchanged his 
pistol for a musket loaded with buckshot and fired the charge at the legs 

* of one of the men who were in front of the barf dancing about and shooting, 
arrows, The man (whom Mr. Burton says he saw actually shooting arrows 
in his direction), seized hold of his leg as if hit there. This, however, seemed 
to have no effect on the party of defenders: So Mr. Burton loaded again with 
buckshot and fired at a man’s head. The man fell. He had also ordered 
his men to load with buckshot and fire low. ‘At this moment a swarm of bees 
came from the direction of the bart and attacked Mr. Burton and the men with 
him. As he was struggling to protect himself against the bees, dropping his 
musket and losing his hat and glasses, he suddenly felt a sharp pain in bis 
Jett leg andlookmg down, found as he says, that an arrow had passed right 
through it. He then retired to some distance and after examining his wound 
started back for Dinajpur to get medical assistance, as it was apprehended 
that the Sonthals’ arrows were poisoned. He left directions tokeep the bast? 
surrounded and promised to send out reinforcements from headquarters. 
Keramat Hossain, Head-Constable, with the 10 constables under his charge, 
then took up positions round the block of four banis, which includes Paru’s 
bari and they were presently ‘einforced by 3 or 4 constables from the other 
detachment. (Lhe head-constable and other constables of the second 
detachment, as wellas the Iuspector, had returned to a neighbouring bard to 
get what relief they could for their bee-stings). 

According to Keramat Hossain, the Sonthals were at this stage still 
shooting arrows thick and fast in several directions and beating a drum. 
Presently. however, they withdrew into the main courtyard. Keramat 
Hossain called ont again to Paru, threatening to set fire to his house if they 
did not stop. He then saw the Sonthals retiring inside the huts and the 
drum beating ceased. He thereupon signalled to his men to close: in round 
the bart and ordered them to push the inner courtyard with fixed bayonets 
which they did. He next proceeded to address the inmates of the huts to 
induce them to come out. At this moment large reinforcements from head- 
quarters arrived on the scene consisting of 43 armed: constables in charge of 
a head-constable and soon after that, Paru, after some bandying of words 
was partly induced: and partly pulled out of the west hut and placed under . 
arrest. Five more men were induced to’come ont of the north and west huts 
and three more were found hiding in'the dark inside the huts when a, search 
was made with lights. These eight others were similarly placed under arrest 
and all nine were brought: in custody to Dinajpur. the same evening. They 
have remained in:custody ever'since and they have been identified as the nine 
aceused persons now before the court. Five of them, viz., Chota, 4 
peony eatianand ieee nine with oe of confessions before 
‘Babu Girish Chandra Nag, Deputy Magistrate at Dinajpur, on the following 
day (March 31st) Paru, Churu, Manu and Kuor all had ‘Bumshot Wounds on 
them when they were arrested : nes 
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: For the = Bis ata leven witnesses have been examined in this Court, 
viz.. Mr. Burton, Inspector. Anadi Nath Ghosh, Sub-Inspector Srikanto 
Chakravarty, Head-Constable Keramat Hossain, Bhagabat Tewari and 
Padarat. Thakur (a shop-keeper «who followed: the 
ie party and saw something of what occurred), Panchanan Das (the Givil 
‘ourt peon), Dukhu Sonthal and Baranga Uraon (who prove the relationship 
between the accused persons) and the: plan-maker Kailash Chandra. Mittra. 


“The. deposition of the Assistant Surgeon of Dinajpur who examined and 


treated Mr. Burton, the four wounded accused and the stung constables, has 
been read as evidence. 


Several documents evidencing the origin of the proceedings, against Paru 
and the subsequent course of event in connection with the attempt to arrest, 
Paru have also been proved. 

Exhibit 9 is the examination by the Magistrate of Panchanan Das on his 
complaint on the 10th February. Panchanan has stated in his evidence in 
this court that he was resisted in the éxecution of the writ of attachment 
and severely beaten by Paru, Churu and Jagan amongst the present accused, 


although at the time of lodging his complaint he did not know the names of 
«the latter two. . ¢ 





oe 

Exhibit 6 is the warrant for the arrest of Paru addressed’ to. the officer 
in charge of the Kotwali thana (who was Srikanto Chakravarty). Exhibit 7 
is the proclamation for his appearance and Exhibit 3 is the Magistrate’s order 
of attachment. r 

This evidence: makes it clear that the warrant of arrest. was legally 
issued and that the two police officers .were acting legally and discharging 
their public functions in, attempting to arrest Paru on the 30th March. 

The evidence of Mr. Burton and of the Inspector; Sub-Inspector, Keramat 
Hossain, Bhagabat Tewari and Padarat Thakur fully proves the first part of 
the general case for the prosecution up to the wounding and retirement of 
Mr. Barton. As regards the number of persons who at this stage came out 
in) front. of Paru’s dard and made demonstrations against the police, 
Mr. Burton says he saw five or six at a time, the Sub-Inspector speaks of five 
or six men in’ the outor courtyard and three or four men in the passage, and 
the Inspector speaks in much the same way, Keramat Hossain and Bhagabat 
Tewari speak of nine or ten mon dancing about outside. Most of them seem 
to have been armed with bows and arrows. | * 

Part is identified by all the four police witnesses as the man who was 
taking’ the leading part in the proceedings, Ofthe other accused Churu is 
identified by the Inspector and the Sub-Inspector, Jagan by the Sub- 
Taspector, Jagua by the Inspector, Budhan by the Inspector and Sub-Inspector, 

anu by the Sub-Inspector and Chuta by the Sub-Inspector. _Mr. Burton 
also identified Chota as a man who passod quite close to him into one of the 
houses adjoining Paru’s when the dram beating began. Kuor who, as 
medical evidence shows, had nine gun shot wounds in his leg; is almost 
certainly the man at whose legs Mr, Burton ‘first. fired seeifig him actually 
ing arrows in his direction. Manu, who had a gun-shot wound in the 
eye is probably the man at whose head Mr, Burton fired the second charge. , 
At rate it is clear that he as well as:Paru and Churu who also received 
oa ada wounds, must have been to the fore when the shots were fired. 
The second part of the case ending with arrest of all nine is proved by 
the evidence of Reena Hossain, Bhagabat Tewari, Muhammad Sakur Khan 
and partly by the evidence of the Inspector and Padarat Thakar} the latter 
of whom saw the last three men brought out of the huts and identified them 
as Jagan, Chota and Budhan. At. the time of the arrest, were found inside 
thé bart 40 arrows, 13 bows, four shields, a large dao, One axe, a spear, a 
‘dram and Mr. Burton's hat as well as some otherarticles. Fifty-five other 
‘arrows were picked up outside the bard. All-these have boon produced ‘and 
marked as Ex. |. ri talahesn 2 





. 


at the time Mr. Burton was wounded. In fact he asserted that when ae ‘ 
's)_ an 
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The evidence of the Assistant Surgeon shows that Mr. Burton's leg was 
pierced to the bone by two punctured wounds and that he was incapacitated 
for at least six weeks. In the first instance an operation -had to be 
performed under chloroforrh. (I may add’ that at the time of giving his 
evidence in this court, over 24 months after the occurrence, Mr. Burton was 
still on leave recovering from the effects of the injuries). $ 

Tt is proved beyond all manner of doubt that there was an unlawful 
assembly of over 5 persons headed by Paru, with the common object. of 
resisting the lawful arrest. of Paru, ‘and that grievous hurt was caused to 
Mi. Burton while discharging his public duty, in prosecution of the common 
object. Most, if not all, the membors of the assembly having been armed with 
bows, arrows or other deadly weapons, 1 hold that they all know that 
grievous hurt was likely to be caused and that they were thereforerall 
criminally responsible, under the provisions of section 149, Indian Penal 
Code, for the injury inflicted. ‘As Lhave already said, the fact that Paru, 
Churn, Kuor and Manu were members of the unlawful assembly is proved 
jncircumstantially by the gun-shot wounds whith they sustained. Against 
the other five accused there is the evidence of one or two witnesses who say that 
they recognised them amongst the persons making tho demonstrations inj. 
front of the dar® the fact that they were all eventually found inside the bari, ” 
and in the case of each of them, a statement of the nature of a confession. 

I love aside for the moment the first class of evidence, especially in the cases 
of Chota, Jagan and Jagua, each of whom was only recognised by one witness, 
npring regard to the possibility that the witnesses might be mistaken as to 
the identity. The next question which arises is’ whether the fact of the 
persons being subsequently found in Part's bart is conclusive proof of their 
haying taken part in the demonstration of resistance which resulted in the 
injury to Mr. Burton. Tt would certainly have been a stronger piece of © 
evidence if it had been clearly shown that the bari had been successfully 
jsolated from the beginning to the end of the operations. But there was 
evidently something of a break jn the operations consequent on the bee 
jncident and the constables guarding the bari thereafter have not been called 
as. witnesses to testify that no one passed into tho bari. However, it is 
‘clear to me that if any one did so pass in, at or after that juncture, he could 
only have done so with the intention of reinforcing the dofenders, and the 
maiter is, in my opinion, sufficiently cleared up by. the confessions of these 
five aceused, coupled with the evidence of the relationship to Paru and their 
behaviour on previous occasions. Jagua, in the: opening sentence of his 
confession, stated, “ when the police and the Sahib came, we entered Parn’s 





house with bows and arrows”. 


J ‘stated, “I was in Paru's place when the police Sahib went thero 
yesterday. Paru said to me : Shoot them with arrows, else. shall kill yop. 
T discharged my arrow once.” 

Chota:stated, “Paru Majhi said to me. Do what I tell you or I shall kill 
you. When the Poliee Sahib went close to the dari of Paru, I was ploughing. 
Tleft my Plough ‘and entered the bari of Para through fear. T remained 
there”. He goes on to say that he remained all the time inside the hut. But 
it is obvious that any one who entered Paru’s Jari at the time when the police 
Were about to make a raid on it, could only haye done 80 with the object of 
joining in the resistance. The ‘evidence of Baranga Uraon shows that Chota, 
although a step-brother of Paru, does not live in Lia bart, but in the bart 
of his own brother Jagua, which is some distance to the south, and not 
adjoining Paru’s bart (vide the map Ex. 8). | : 


Budhan, in his confession stated. “ When the Police Sahib went, I was in 
Paru’s bart....0+e+se1 beat the drum.” A re 


Jagan, in his confession does not explicitly say that he was in Paru’s bart 





was fired he returned into his own hut (his daré adjoining F 4 
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remained there. The evidence, however, shows that he was found in Paru’s 
bari. He stated, however, that he, as well as Budhan beat the dram, which 
would show that he.was a member of the unlawful assembly at the inception. 


These confessions appear to me to have heen voluntarily made, although 
they have been, more or less, retracted before the Committing Magistrate. 
Eyen there Suga admitted that he had shot an arrow and Budhan that he 
had beaten the drum. Suga there asserted that Mr. Burton fired first. If ho 
meant that he fired before any arrows were shot, his statoment cannot 
possibly be accepted in face of Mr. Burton’s evidence, 


Then as regards relationship and previous conduct, it is in evidence that 
Churu is brother of Paru and Jagua and Chota are both step-brothers, 
Budhan is a first-cousin, Mannu is his nephew, Suga is a cousin, while Jagan 
and Kuor are both connected with him by marriage. ‘ 


The evidence of the Civil Court peon, Panchanan, shows that when he 


Pa to execute the writ of attachment, Churu and Jagan joined Paru in 
8 


isting him with violence. S 

The evidence of Inspector and Sub-Inspector shows that when thay went 
toarrest Paru on a previous occasion (in execution of the samo warrant) , 
Paru came to them ina neighbouring ar’ accompanied by some 15 other men, 
all armed with bows and arrows, axes, daos, shields, etc., and threatened to 
kill them if they did not leave the place immediately. The Tnspector identi- 
fies Churu, Jagan, Jagua and Budhan as. having been amongst Paru’s com- 
panions on this occasion and the Sub-Inspector similarly identifies Churu 
and Chota, 7 : 


Reading all this evidence together, I entertain no doubt that all the 
aceused persons assembled in/Paru’s Lar’ expressly for the purpose of resis- 
ting the police. * a ‘ 


There appears to me to have been no sort of justification or even excuse 
for such resistance. In fact, it appears from the evidence that Paru pretends 
or imagines himself to be a Rajah, and has for some time past determined to 
defy all public authorities. I may add here that papers on the record show 
that Mr. Burton was very reluctant to employ an armed foree,and the evi- 
dence shows, that even, after he had started for the place with ‘his foree, he 
made every attempt to effect his object first without bringing the force on to 
the scene and secondly, without resorting to actual use of the fire arms. 
There can be no doubt, I think, that tie ultimate firing of the two charges of 
buckshot was necessitated by the circumstances. 


Finding and Sentences, sai 


Agreeing with both the assessors, I find all uine accused persons guilty 
of offences under sections 148, 333/149, I. P..C. Under tho litter 
Section I sentence Paru to’ rigorous imprisonment for tive years and Churu 
Jagan, Jagua, Budhan, Manu, Kuor and Chota to peas imprisonment. for 
three years each. Suga in consideration of his age (14 years) I sentence to 
Tigorous imprisonment for three months under the same section. No separate 
Sentences are passed under section 148, I. P, C. 


0. H! MOSELEY, 
Sessions Judge. 





Ist June, 1915. tae ety 
ca 
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Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon’blé Basu Buanenpra CHanpRa Ray :— 


sande XXXVIL., (@) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of. 
record room. petitions which were submitted to Government about the grievances of the 
assistants of the Secretariat record room’and what steps, 1f any, have been 


taken thereon 4 


(b). Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the entire old staff of assistants were removed on the ground that the terms 
of their service had expired and that a new staff of assistants recruited from 
optside were appointed in their place? 


‘ (c) Is it a fact that circulars were issued by the Government to certain 
~ ‘ District offices to provide these men with appointments wherever possible? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


_ “ (a) Eight petitions were received from temporary assistants of the 
Secretariat record-room whose services had been dispensed with. In six of 
‘ these, allegations were made against the Keeper of the Records. These alle- 
ies vations were fully enquired into by the URHES Society to Government 
in the Political Department and were found to be baseless. The other two 
petitions merely asked for employment. 


(b) A number of temporary assistants were employed for various per- 
iods on repairing, arranging and tracing the old historical records. Their 
number varied from time to time, and on 15th September, 1917, when the 
/ sanctioned term of their appointment expired, seven men were so employed. 
Their work was not satisfactory, and it was decided to replace them by six 

men on better pay and with superior qualifications. : 


(c) Yes.” 


\ 
By the Hon’ble Bas Buapenpra Cuanpra Ray :— 


‘Vacancies: in XXXVIII. () Will the Government be pleased to state whether the 
_ptdeinad Secretariat Rules require the notifying of vacancies in the Secretariat 
hi ‘8 ™~ Record Room ? : 


k {b) If'so, why the rules were not complied with by the Keeper of 
‘ Records, Mz. Dias, in respect of vacancies in the Record Room? 


(c) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the claims of 
qualified men in the Record Room were passed over from time to time on the , 
occurrence of vacancies thete? If so, why? 

2 





_. Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :-— 


. 
“(a and (b) The Secretariat rules do not ire that th int- 
ehh bere eerihy lo not require ese appoint 


(c) In two cases assistants in the record-room were passed over for pro- 
motion Eee they were considered *unfit for the vacant se eee 
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- By'the Hon’ble Basu Buanenpra Cuanpra Ray :— 
Sb €.0.09.9 (@) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the Case Spr 
appointment file and the Service Book of Mr. Dias, the Keeper of Records? Keep‘ 


(b) Is: it a faot that a notice has been received from the Accountant- 


‘General, Bengal, stating that Mr. Dias will shortly attain the age of 
55 years? is ; 


y) 


(c) Is it also a fact that he was sppoiited on the understanding that i 
according to his own statement he was only 45 years of age? 4 5 


(2) Are the Government considering the question of removing Mr. Dias 
from his post ? B *. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Kerr :— 


“@ Government are not prepared to lay these papers on the table. 


(6) The answer is in the affirmative. The Accountant-General miscal- 
. culated Mr. Dias’ age on incorrect information supped by the Secretariat 
Accounts Branch and has 'since corrected the mistake. 
(ce) No. He was 48 years of age at the time of his appointment. 
(a) No.” 








By the Hon’ble Basu Buanenpra Cranpra Ray :— 


XL. (a) Ts it a fact that Bengal Regulation IIT of 1818 requires Saivtensnes of 
adequate allowance to be made for the suitable maintenance of state prisoners “"! 
and their families, and also periodical reports to be made regarding the suit- 
ability of such ailowance and about the health and comforts of the prisoners ? 


() TE so, will the Government: be pleased to state the purport of cach 
such report together with the date thereof and the action taken thereon ? 


(c) How many complaints have been’ made up to date and what action 
has been taken thereon regarding— 


(#), the inadequacy of maintenance allowance; : 
(4) the unsuitability of the method of confinement; and . 
(it) the health of the state prisoners in Bengal ? 





Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“ (@ The Hon'ble Member is referred to the provisions of the Regula- 
tion in question. rf 
()) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer given to his unstarred © i 4 
question No. IT at the meeting of Council held on, the 20th November, 1917. 
___¢) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer given to similar 
-questions Nos. XVII and XVIII asked by him at the meeting held on the 20th 


~ November. 1917, with regard to détenus. As regards: State prisoners the 
position is similar.” — ew ise ‘ 
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Questions and Anstoers. 


By the Hon'ble Banu Buanenpra Cuanpra Ray :— 




















| Gondition of XLI. (a) Have the Government any information rding the state . 
_ auoger-strikers  yrisoners who recently went on a hunger-strike in the jail at fipur? 

(5) If so, will the Government be pleased to state how each of them is 
getting on at present ? 





Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


fee r “ (a) and (b) Government has, received information from time to, time 

regarding the prisoners referred to. Any information in the possession of 

"Government has been and will be freely communicated to the relatives of the 

isha concerned on application to the Additional Secretary to Government, 
ut it is not considered desirable to publish bulletins about these men.” 


By the Hon’ble Mautvr Asut Kasem :— 


XLII. Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is proposed 
to abolish the office of the Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muham- 
madan Education or to amalgamate it with the office of the Assistant Director 
of Public Instruction ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mauiry :— 


“Tt is not proposed either to abolish the post of Assistant Director of 
Public Instruction Tor Muhammadan Education or to amalgamate it. with 
that of the Assistant Director of Public Instruction. During the absence on 
leave of the Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muhammmadan 
Edueation the Assistant Director of Public Instruction is at present per 
forming the duties of both posts, and temporary arrai ents of this nature 
ate likely to prove necessary in the future, in view of the shortage of offi- 
cers of the Indian Educational Service during the war.” 


By the Hon’ble Mavivr Anut Kasem :— ‘ 
XLIII. Will the Government be pleased to state— 
* (i) when the appointment of the Inspector of Civil Court. offices 
-was first created; 
(@) the name of the officer now holding the appointment; 
(vii) the salary paifito him; ¢ 
iv) his qualifications, and the work he did before his appointment to 
{ ‘his offen; nd the salary whe then received: ah Wisse 
(o) when his terp of service expires. f 
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aL ee a eat ret 
Questions and Answers. 
Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— \ si 


“ (i) October 12th, 1914. 

~ (it) Mr, R. J. Watson. 

(iti) Rs. 1,500 a month. 

(iv) He was trained in England to be'a Solicitor. In 1903 he came to 
Calcutta as Manager of the Remington Typewriter Company, and while in 
their employment he was instrumental in introducing several’ important 
changes in the offices of the Calcutta Municipality, the Port Commissioners, 
the -Nagpur Railway, the East Indian Railway and certain large 

rivate firms, At the instance of the Ministerial Officers’ Salaries Committee 
Mr. Watson was appointed Controller of Office Systems, Bengal, on January 
Ist, 1906, on Rs. 1,500 a month, his main duties ing to inspect Civil, Cri- 
minal and’ Collectorate record-rooms; he held this post; until he obtained his 
present appoititment, which was sanctioned by the Secretary of State at the 
instance of the Bien Court and the Government of India in view of the neces. 
sity of some special agency for assisting District Judges in the control of the 
administrative work of their offices. 


(0) December 31st, 1930.” e 


By the Hon’ble Mavivr Anu. Kasem :—~ 
XLIV. "Will the Government be pleased to state— 


(?) the names of the officers placed on special duty in connection with 
‘ the Calcutta Municipal Bill; 
(i) the period for which they were so employed; and 
(tit) the amount of ispecial allowances paid to them? 
4 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Matiey :— 
“\(a). A statement is laid on the table.” 


Statement referred to by the Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley in his answer to question 
No. XLIV (unstarred)-asked-by. the. Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem at the 
Council meeting of the 5th March, 1918, showing names of officers placed on 
special duty in connection with the Calcutta Municipal Bill. 

—. 

| Pero of pet eppetatoen, Speci alidrances, 








1. Mr. ©. F, Payne, 1.8, | 15th October; 1912 to! Depatation allowance of 





bails 4 
th 
ut 


Special officers 

in conneetion 
with the Oaleutta 
Municipal Bill. 


24th March, 1913. | Rs. 300 per mensem or " 


Rs, 10 per diem, which- 


ever was less, 


at-Law. 12th September, 1914 ment on consolidated 
‘pay without allowances 


2. Mr. 8. C. Gupta, Bar- | 9th February, 1913. to : temporary appoint- 
Was created, _ 


8. Mr. J, ©, Mukharjea, | 19th October, 1914. to 
Bar.-at- Law, | 9th May, 1915, 








Séttlomént 
|» Officors in 
Bongal, 


s 





‘ 
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Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon’ble Mavty1 Asut KasEM ;— te et 


XLV. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state— 


(®) the names of Settlement Officers at present employed in charge of ¥ 
major operations; 


(21) the length of actual service of each such officer; and 


(ii) the pend of employment of each such officer in the Settlement 
partment before his appointment as Settlement Officer? ~ 


some of the sppoutna of Settlement Officers sho 
Members of the Provincial Service? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing an 
Tadian Member of the Provincial Service as a Settlement Officer ? 

(@) Is it a fact that there are several members in the Provincial Service 
who are quite fit to act as Settlement Officers 4 


(v) Is it a fact that the Government of India i hn Bie a cr 
eld by Indian 


Answer by the Hon'ble MR. Kerr :~— 


“ (a) A statement is laid on the table. J 

(b) The Government of Tndia once suggested that some aera of 
Settlement Officers should be listed as open to the Provincial Civil Service. 

(c) and (d) These questions have been andare still under the considera- 
tion of Government.” 


Statement referred to by the Hon'ble Mr.’ Kerk in Ais ansicer “to question 
No. XLV (unstarred) asked by thé Hon'ble Mavuvt Apu Kasem at the 
Council meeting of the 5th March, 1918, ‘ rte 


 sames of Settlement Oititers Atbresent aniptoyed fa ‘The loogeh of actual 
“charwe o€ major op@gatlons. | ‘eer, 


" ‘ 2 





— 





1. Mr. F. W. Robertson, 1.08,, Settle- 8 years | ++! 
ment Officer of Bankura and 


Midnapore. 
2. Mr W. H. Nelson, 10.8., Settle- 12 years | 2 years 2 months. 
ment Officer of Rajshahi. 8 months. 1% 


~ 3 Mr. WH. Thompson, 1.08. Settle-| 8 years... | 8b years. 


ment ‘Officer of Tippera and: 





Noakhali. 1 . ma 7 
4, Mr. J. M. Pringle, ics., Settlement |~ 5 years | 1 month. 
Officer of Jessore. ©‘) 3 months. Sif 2s rea 








<a 
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. The Amended Draft Financial Statement. 


_ Mr. Donald. 
é By 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 2. 


THE AMENDED DRAFT FINANCIAL STATEMENT.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Donap presented the Amended Draft Financial State- 
ment for Bengal for 1918-19 :— i 3 

He said :—‘ Ihave the honour to present to the Council the Amended 
Draft Financial Statomont for the year 1918-19, Hon'ble Members have” 
already received’ copies of the statement together with a memorandum which 
explains the general financial situation of tho Presidency in the current and 
coming year, As regards the current, year it will suffice to say that our 
receipts havé exceeded our expectations. From Excise’ we expect to get 
Rs. ten lakhs over tho budget figure, from Income Tax fifteen lakhe and 
from sales of quinine for. military requirements about eighteen lakhs. 
Against this there is a falling off under Stamps. On the expenditure side 
there are savings, mainly under Police and Education. 


‘As to the coming year our estimates havé been prepared on lines’ similar 
to those followed in the st two years. War conditions still prevail, and the 
principle that our expenditure should not exceed our total incomé had again 
to be followed. We found it impossible however to meet all our “urgent 
wants within the limits of our income and the Government of India have 
therefore allowed us todraw on our balances to the extent of Rs. 40 lakhs. 
Twelve lakhs of this are required for the replonishment of our reserve of 
quinine, while the balance is needed mainly for urgent public works of im- 

tance. Our expenditure in the coming year will thus. be considetaply 








© over that of the current year, but in the end our balances will be at approxi- 


mately the same figure as that with which we started the present year. 
I would invite: the attention of the Hon'ble Members to the further 


memorandum which was circulated yesterday>making corrections and addi- 
tions in ‘the Financial Statement. Consequent .on the recurring, assignment 
of Rs. 5} lakhs which has‘been given. by the Government of India for primary 
education this amount has been added both to the revenue;as well as to the , 
expenditure side of the estimate. 


‘There is one other pot which J desire to mention. In ‘the last two 
ears there was some discussion on the subject of the supply of departmental 
udgets to Hon'ble Members, and the Hon'ble Mr. Beatson Bell’ last year 
told the Council that the departmental budgets would be promptly printed 
in convenient form for the use of all ‘members intersted in thom. So far 

as I recollect only one member ap lied for copies. ‘This year we have taken 
a further step. Hitherto our Civil Estimates have beer printed by the 
Government of India, but we have now taken over this wor ourselves, ‘and 
vat in a position.to-day to furnish each member of the Council, with a copy 
‘of these estimates for his own use in connection with tho discussion on 
the Financial Statement, Hon’bleMembers will realise that the figures are 
‘as yet only provisional, and will not be final till the Budget is finally 





“spresented. ‘[hése estimates contain all that is in the departmental budgets 


they may desire. 


as regards income and expenditure of the budget year and of the two years 
previous, and will, I believe, give all the information that Hon'ble Members 
desire to have. But if there is any point in which Hon’ble Members have 
any doubt I shall be glad to explain it to them or give them any information 








© Not printed in these Proceedings. 
° 
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‘ The Amended Draft Financial Stateméiit. 

Sir 8, P. Sinka. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 4. 


“The Hon'ble Sir 8. P. Sina introduced the following heads :-— 


4: wis os E 


ExpenpirorE— 

19A.—Courts of Law. 

4 ti 
He said :-— 


“Sir, L rise to introduce the figures relating to Courts of Law. 


. The total budget estimate for 1917-18 was Rs. 1,01,57,000, but ‘the 
revised estimate has been reduced to Rs. 1,00,10,000, with reference to the 
actual charges of the first nine months of the year. “The decrease is chiefly 
due to caer payment of fees to pleaders in connestion with both civil suits 

* and eriminal cases. ; 


‘The total expenditure for 1918-19 has been estimated at Rs. 1,01,75,000. 
This includes a provision of. Rs. 108,000 for the office: of the Administrator- 
General and Official Trustee, Bengal, the control of which was. recently trans- 
ferred from the Government gof India to this Government. A grant of 
Rs. 55,000 was made for the current financial year to meet the expenditure 
of this office from the Ist October 1917 to 28th February 1918. As the 
present staff of 14 Judges has proved insufficient to cope with thé volume of 
work in the Calcutta High Court, and as it has not yet been possible to depute 
a Judge to inspect the mufassal Courts, the permanent addition of a Judgo 
to the High Court Bench has been recommended to the Goyernment of India, 
The appointment. of a temporary additional Judge to help in clearing off the 
existing arrears ofthe Court has also been recommended to the. Government, 
oftndis. Proyision has accordingly been made for. two additional Judges 

with their establishment forthe High Court. Provision, for two témporar; 

District and Sessions Judges and five temporary subordinate Judges: wit! 

their, establishment has been made in the budget for 1918-19, as the: existing 

M ae for one temporary District and Sessions. Judge and two ‘subordinate 
udges with their establishment proved inadequate for. administrative 
requirements and money had to be re-appropriated from other heads. . Provi- 

, sion of Rs. 7,93,000 has been made in the next. year’s budget against 
Rs. 6,32,000 this year for Law Officers. ‘The increase’is chiefly due to the 
fact that larger provision had to be made under the, heads * Fees to Counsel 
and pleaders for conducting civil suits before the High Court’, ‘Fees to 
aplestieray in criminal ;cases’ and ‘Charges for conducting \law . suits,’ 

rovision has also heen made for the additional Legal Remembrancer and _ 

his establishment as the term of his appointment has provisionally been 
éxtended. There has, been, however, a considerable reduction under the. 
head ‘Charges under the Defence of India Act,’ from Rs, 75,000 in 1917-18 
to Rs. 50,000 in#1918-19. 


Tt has’not been found possible to make provision in the. Provincial: Givil 
Works Budget for any now Jndicial major works for the year 1918-19, 
though’ this year a sum of Rs. 19,508 was allotted for the. acquisition ‘of land 
for the construction of a new civil court building at Burdwan, Av sum of 
Rs. 16,000 has, however, been provided in the budget for Judicial minor’ 
works a8 was done in'this year’s budget.” | ris 











Exrenpirure— 
| $4B—Sanitation, 7 aie i 


* as ; bd 
“T beg to introduce for the consideration of the Council the estimates of’ 
expenditure on Sanitation, —-” eS as 

« 
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The Amended Draft Frnancial Statement. 
Str 8. P. Sinha. 


A 
‘The expenditure for the current year, which was originally ‘estimated at 
Rs. 5,98,000, has been reduced by Rs. 88,000 in the revised budget for 
the reason explained in paragraph 54 of the draft Financial Statement. The 
transfer of a portion of the grant for sanitary improvements to the Irrigation 
Department is due to the fact that the Banka scheme in Burdwan. is 
being carried out by that department, and does not imply a diversion of 
funds from sanitation. 
The budget estimate for next year shows a very marked increase over 
the provision made in the last two years and amounts to Rs. 11,71,000, 
Government feel that, with the utmost regard to the requirements of 
economy, it is no longer possible to restrict expenditure on sanitary works 
within the narrow limits of recent budgets. On pages 24 and 25 of the draft 
Financial Statement will be found a list of projects which it is proposed 
to undertake at an estimated total, cost of approximately eight and a half 
lakhs. Of this amount one lakh is provided for various charges, noticonnected » 
with engineering, which are largely of a recurring nature and three lakhs 
for sanitary engineering works such as drainage and ‘water-supply in arban 
aveas. The balance of approximately four and ‘a half lakhs is provided 
for objects shown in Part I of the list (Anti-malarial works). It will be 
seen that with three exceptions these are either large projects of rural 
drainage or measures such as survey and investigation preparatory to 
projects of this nature. This provision ‘represents the beginning of a new 
campaign which Government are anxious to initiate on a large scale against 
malaria in rural areas. It includes contributions aggregating 2} lakhs towards 
. two schemes known as the Arul Bil and Jamuna schemes in the districts 
of Nadia, Jessore and the 24-Parganas. The schemes were the subject~ 
of an address recently delivered by His Excellency to a Conference of 
District Boards at Government House, which will be fresh in the memory of 
members of Council ; and I need only remind them that it is intended that 
these schemes should be initiated by the District Boards concerned and 
carried out under the Sanitary Drainage Act, VIII of 1895; the cost being 
met, 8o far as it is not covered by the Government grants, by loans taken 
by the Boards from Government and being eventually recovered from 
landholders, beneficially affected by the scheme. Apart from the District 
Board schemes, Rs. 1,40,000 has been provided for schemes to be 
carried out entirely at the cost of Government, viz., the Saraswati scheme 
in Howrah district, the Baragachia and Manikhati schemes in_ the 
24-Parganas district and the Chapra: Bil scheme in Nadia district. Provision 
is also made for two anti-malarial schemes to be executed on lines laid 
down by Dr. Bentley inthe towns of Nawabganj and Faridpur as well 
as for completing Dr. Bentley’s experimental: schemes in the Burdwan _ 
district and at Jungipore. It is expected that the last two schemes, as Well 
as the two schemes at Meenglass and Singram which are being financed by 
the Indian Research Fund Association, will bo completed during the ensuing 
financial year. . \ 
In conclusion, I am glad to be able. to announce that intimation was 
received a few days ago from the Government of India that they have 
allotted Rs. 1,00,000 from their sanitary reserve for the current financial 
. year for a contribution to the Midnapore waterworks. scheme. This amount 
18 being transferred from Imperial to Provincial funds and will be paid at once 
to the Midnapore Municipality. 





Revenor— \ 
~ XXXI—Oivil Works in charge of Civil Officers, 
‘Exrenpirvre— 


45.—Civil Works in charge of Civil Officers. 


ee D beg also to introduce the figures relating to Civil Works in charge of 
Civil Officors. a 
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The Amended Draft Financial Statement. 
' Mr. Cumming. : 


The Budget estimate of receipts for the current year was Rs. 1,659,000, 

but in the revised estimate this has been reduced to Rs. 1,50,000. _The 

- decrease has been made mainly with reference to the average actuals of the 
last three years under the head “Tolls.” ‘The budget estimate for 1918-19 
is Rs, 1,58,000. 


As regards expenditure, the increase of Rs, 2,93,000 in the revised 
estimate for the current year is the result of an increase of Rs, 3,57,334 in 
augmentation grants to District Boards and of a provision of Rs. 40,000 for 
grants to District Boards by Commissioners of Divisions; set-off against a 
decrease of about Rs. 1,00,000 under grants to Municipalities by those 
officers. This latter reduction is. due to the fact that the grants made by 
the Divisional Commissioner for educational and medical purposes are debited 
to those heads instead of to the head Civil Works by reappropriation from this 
head. 2 





The estimate for 1918-19 is Rs. 12,49,000, of which details for 
Rs. 11,95,490 are given in paragraph 65 of the Financial Statement.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 5. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Cumaine introduced the following heads :— ~ 


scl » Revenue— 
I,—Land Revenue. 


Expenditute— 
3. Land Revenue. 


Revenue— 
IX.—Forests. 


Expenditure— . 

ll. Forests. 

18. General Administration. 
Revenue— 

XXIA.—Agriculture. 
Expenditure— ae ‘ a 
, 26A.—Agriculture. 
Revenue 1 

XXIB.—Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments. 
Expenditure— 

26 B.—Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments. 


Revenue— 
XVIII Ports and Pilotage. 


-Expenditure— ‘ 2 " 
“1. Ports and Pilotage.-~ 





ay 
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" Mr. Cumming. 

He said :— . 
_ “Sir, Ihave the honour to introduce the main heads under Land 

Revenue and its connected subjects. 

The revised estimate of gross land revenue for 1917-18, namely, three 
crores and one lakb shows a decrease of five lakhs compared with tho’ sanc- 
tioned estimate. The difference is mainly due to decreases of 24 lakhs 
under, ordinary revenue (fixed collections) and of 3} lakhs under ‘Reco- 
veries. on account of survey and’ settlement charges.’ The | estimated ¢ 
receipts for 1918-19 are one and half lakh less than three crnes, “An. im- 
provement. of 24 lakhs is anticipated in the collections from Government 
estates, but expected recoveries on account of survey and settlement chatgos 
show a decrease of nearly nine lakhs which is due to the postponement in 
1916 of the settlement operations in Jessore and Bankura. 

‘The provincial expenditure for 1918-19 is estimated at Rs. 36,28,000 
against Rs. 34,38,000, the revised, and Rs. 35,57,000, the budget estimate 
for 1917-18. The increase is principally due to enhanced provision for.im- 
provements in Government. estates. ‘Lhe proposed expenditure on General 
Administration varies very little from that provided in 1917-18. I should like 
however to mention that we have already 40 Circle officers, and'that provi= 
sion has been made for the appointment of a few more officers at -selected 
centres. The completion of the whole scheme, however, as recommended to 
Government, must necessarily take time. 

“Tn the case of the Forest Department, there has been an increase tute 
the receipts owing to the supply of a large quantity of sleepers and timber 
for the Munitions Board, with thé result that the gross revenue which we 
expect to realise during the current year is 15 lakhs against the sanctioned 
estimate of 13 lakhs, This demand for timber is expected to continue next 
year ; and we have accordingly estimated a revenue of 16 lakhs. On the 
expenditure side, the current year’s estimate has been exceeded by Rs. 78,000, 
owing to atditional grants sanctioned for departmental: operations for the 
supply of timber. The estimate of expenditure for 1918-19 is seven and a half 
lokhs. This provides for the departmental supply of timber for war purposes 
and for the sowing and plantation in connection with the artificial regeneration 
of sal.” 

“The variations in the receipt side of the head “ Agriculture” are due to 
the normal growth of revenue. On the expenditure side, there is a 
proposed extension of over 24 lakhs, in-comparison with the current year’s 
estimate of 11} lakhs. The estimate of over 14 lakhs for next year includes 
a. provision of one lakh’ for the distribution of improved varicties of jute 
and paddy seed in the Presidency. As explained in the Financial State- 
ment, this scheme is of special importance and great interest attaches to 
it. Provision bas also been made in next year’s budget. for strengthening 
the controlling and inspecting staff required for supervision, inspection and 
audit of the growing number of co-operative societies “in ‘the.Presidency.” 

“ The revised estimate of receipts under the head “Scientific and Mis- 
cellaneous Departments’ for ihe current year shows a huge increase of 
Rs. 18,22,000 over the sanctibued estimate. The increase is due to unusually 
large sales of quinine including a special sale of 30,000 lbs. to the. Army. for 
the Eastern Mediterranean Field Force. Tho estimate of revenue for next 
year is Rs. 19,09,000 which provides for increased receipts from cinchona 
plantations and from fees for registering Joint Stock Companies. 

_ Phe great demand for quinine has resulted ina serious depletion of the 
reserve built ap by this Government just before the outbreak of war ; and 
“In order to increase the supply and meet the growing tlemand, it has. been 

found necessary to replenish tho reserve and to extend the existing planta- 

tions and increase the output. ‘This explains thé inerease of Rs. 1,27,000 in 
_ the revised estimate of expenditure for the current year as well as the provi- 
m of Rs. 11,938,000 for the purchase. of Java quigine in the estimate for 
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The Amended Draft Financtal Statement. 
Mr. Donald. 


1918-19. The budget for next year also includes provision for the appoint- 
iment of a Director of Industries, which was sanctioned in October 1917; also 
for his office and for grants totalling one and half lakh for the development 
of industries in the Presidency. 

* T also beg to introduce the head of Ports and Pilotage which are under 
the Marine Department, Under this head the shrinkage both in receipts and 
expenditure on account of the war still continues. In framing an estimate of 
thecost of the Pilot Establishment in 1918-19, an increaso over the revised 
estimate of the current year has been allowed. 

The contribution of 14 lakhs to the Chittagong Port which is included 
under the head ‘Miscellaneous ” requires an explanation. Last year the 
Member in charge stated that the grant then made would be the last in 
accordance with the five years’ arrangement which terminated in 1917-18. 
In view, however, of the unsatisfactory financial conditions of that port, 
Government have decided to continue the contribution until ‘the end of the 
war.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 3. 
The Hon'ble Mx. Donan introduced the following heads :— 


‘ 1—Reronps and Drawsacks. 
ae 6—Sramrs. 
XII—InteErest, 
XXII Any 29—Surzrannvation. 
He said :— 


“As regards theso heads I have nothing to add to what is contained 
in the Financial Statement.” 


V—Excise. 
T—Excise, 


“As regards excise the actual receipts in 1916-17 amounted to 
Rs./1,44,44,229 against Rs. 1,45,00,000, anticipated last year. The receipts 
in February and March 1917 were below expectations, The budget estimate 
for the current year is Rs. 1,46,00,000, but during the first’ ten months 
there has been a gradual increase almost every month, and collections are 
already rapees ten lakhs over those of the corresponding period of last year. 
Wo anticipate that at the close of the year the total collections will be 
Rs. 155 lakhs, The consumption of country spirit is going up, as the follow- 
ing figures show. For the first ten months of’ 1914-15 the consumption 
amounted -to 594,106 gallons, for the same. period of 1915-16 to 533,287 
gations, of 1916-17 to 510,684 ‘gallons and of the current year to 570,325 
gallons. iy 

This increase is the result of the enforcement of better control over the 
country spirit trade, particularly in Calcutta; on two oceasions during the 
year steps were taken to check the increase by the imposition of higher 
duties. ‘The consumption is still less than that of 1914-15. Opium and 

mya consumption on the other hand continues to decrease. Taking the 
guros for ten months the issues of ganja in 1914-15 wore 92,018 seers, in 
1915-16, 73,298 seers, in 1916-17, 76,193 seers, and in 1917-18, 67,948 seers, 
while the consumption of opium in 1914-15 amounted to 52,823 seers, in 
“1915-16, 43,479 seers? in 1916-17, 38,114 seers, and in the present year, 36,832 
seers. The treasury price of opium will be raised on the Ist April from Rs. 40 
to Rs. 50 per seer, and the estimate of gain on sale proceeds of excise opium 
has been placed ve Rs. 15,80,000 for 1918-19. After the large increase ace 
current year we do nof expect any great rise next year, and the Budget - 
1918-19 has beon aay placed at Rs. 1,60,00,000, 
\ . 
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‘As to expenditure a full explanation has been given in paragraph 42 
of the Financial Statement, and T have nothing to add here.” 


10.—Income Tax. 


«As for income-tax expenditure, the work of the Collector of Income- 
tax has much increased in consequence of the introduction of the new Super- 
tax Act (Act VIII of 1917), and will be further added to when the new 
Tncome-tax Bill becomes law. Provision has been made for increasing the 
pay and allowance of the Collectgr, and we shall doubtless have to make 
¢ertain additions to his establishment.” 


RevEeNvE— 
XVU—Police. 
Exrenpirurté— 
20—Police. 
“Turning to Police, the receipts exhibit little variation and call for no 
particular remark. ‘*f 
On the expenditure side Mr. Lyon, in connection with the introduction 
of the Amended Draft Financial Statement for 1917-18, explained the reasons 
justifying 4 larger outlay, which still fell short of the requirements of the 
Force ; but it ‘will be noticed that the revised estimate for 1917-18 shows 
an appreciable decrease over the Budget figure for that year. Except in so 
far as this is partly due to transfers’ to the Public Works Department.on 
account of the execution of works, the saving is rather a matter of the post- 
ponement of expenditure than of final ecbnomy, but certain schemes have not 
as yet been put through, and the money allotted to them is, therefore, still in 
hand. The estimate for 1918-19 stands at Rs. .1,37,85,000, showing an 
increase of Rs. 3,47,000 over the corresponding figure for the. previous year. 
‘The details of the charges are set forth in.paragraph 50 of the memorandum 
accompanying the Financial Statement, and several of the heavy items are 
connected with the enhaifeement of the pay of the subordinate police, which, 
I think, is generally admitted on all sides to be necessary. Such items are: 
Rs. 1,00,000 on account of the pay of constables of the Caleutta Poli 
Rs. 60,308 in respect of the regrading of district sub-inspectors and head- 
constables in order to give effect to the sanctioned scale, and Rs. 54,114 for 
raising the pay. of head-constables. The sum of Rs, 1,30,759 has been 
provided for additions to the ordinary reserves of head-constables and con- 
stables ;:money was allotted for this scheme in the current year, but sanction 
was not received in, time for use to be made of it, Other items of importance 
which are in continuation of similar provisions during 1917-18 are 
Rs. 1,26,765 connected with the patrol arrangements on the river Hughli, 
Rs. 6,75,000 for works in‘connection with the reorganization. of the subordi- 
nate police in Eastern Bengal and Rs. 1,48,596 connected with the reorganisa- 
tion of'the river police in the same pavt of the province. The, effects of the 
war on prices are seen in the additional provision for uniforms of the Calcutta 
Police (Rs: 10,000) and in the increased expenditure under country 
Stationery (Rs, 21,000). Two large items are for additional temporary force 
in tho Intelligence Branch (Rs. 1,04,308), and for incroase in the temporary 
Moree of the District Intelligence staff (Re. 2,13,446), tho intention bemg to 
“strengthen the hands of the district establishments in dealing with Intelli- 
Bence work, which in some areas has now become .of a complexity neces- 
sitating the strengthening of the existing'staffs. This‘also is an echo from 
the Budget of the current year. Connected with the better supervision of 
Criminal Tribes are the provision of Rs. 10,800 for tae Karwal Nat Settle- 
ment at Saidpur and of Rs. 3.,768 for a special establishmont.. The appoiut- 
ment of an Additional Superiniendent of Police for the district of Faridpur 
~ aecounts for Rs. 16,992, while there are a number of items connected with 
‘the redistribution of heavy charges.”” 





















CUTER 


400 THE CALCUITA GAZETTE, MARCH 20, 1918, 








The Amended Draft Financial Binienane 7 hen 
Mr, Donald. 
XXTII—Srarionery ann Privriva, 
30.—Srationeny AND Printine. 


“ The estimate of receipts of the Stationery and Printing Departments 
calls for little comment. The revenue from this source has diminished with 
the discontinuance of certain publications. On the expenditure side (Revised) 
there will be a considerable increase of rupees two lakhs over the 
Budget: figure consequent on the high'price_ of paper and stationery, and as 
rates are not likely to fall we have repeated this enhanced figure in the 
Budget for the ensuing year. On the other hand, expenditure on the man: 
mént and contingencies of the Secretariat Press is less. As to this’ Press we 
have, as the Council is aware, been compelled to take measures for the>con- 
struction of a new building. ‘The present accommodation in Writers’ Buildings 
is far from adequate, and the conditions under ‘which the employés work 
are of an insanitary character and inimical to their health, Land. is, being 
acquired on the Bridge Road at Alipore near the Press and Forms Depart- 
ment building, and during the coming year it is proposed to Pa on with, the 
levelling of the land, the purchase of bricks, and so much of the construction 
as can be carried on with the provision of Rs. 50,000. that has béen made: 
under Civil Works. We are likely to be faced with difficulties regarding 
some of the necessary‘materials of construction, and the provision is there- 
fore smaller than would otherwise have been the case.” ie 


XXV.—MIScELLaNzous, - 
i 32.—MISCELLANEODS. 


- * The-Miscellaneous Budget comprises several small items, and detailed 
figures under receipts are shown on pages 41 and 42 of the Financial Stato- 
ment. The revised estimate of receipts is Rs. -6,96:000, an incroage of 
Rs. 38,000 on the Budget. ‘This result is chiefly du® to the inclusion of fees 
for the audit of the offices of the Administrator-General and Official 'Trustecs, 
which were transferred to’ the control of the Local. Government with effect 
from the Ist October 1917, and also of fees for the audit of accounts of 
Co-operative Societies. {ork r 


On the expenditure side the Revised shows a nominal. saving of 
Rs. 7,72,000, which is mainly due to the adjustment. under the appropriate. 
heads of charges for grain compensation allowance for which rupeés. four. 

» lakhs was provided in the Budget, and of grants sanctioned by His Excelleney 
from his allotment for pétty grants. The provision of rupees two lakhs for 
unforeseen charges has also been distributed under the proper heads, while the. 
grants made to thé Calcutta Hospital, Nurses Institution, the Lady Minto | 
Nursing Association, the Lady Canning, Home, for training nurses are now - 
debited ‘to the* head. ‘Medical.’ Against these transfers and adjustments 
a sum of Rs, 1,45,407. has been debited to this head in ordér to adjust a stim 
advanced from Class II of the Loans Budget for the construction of the 
Mohamaya Sluice, The Budget for 1918-19 amounts to Rs. 9,14,000, and 
includes rupees two lakhs for general reserve, Rs. 40,000 for petty grants by His ~ 
Excellency, Rupees 50,000 for gratuitous relief, and rupees four lakhs for 
compensation allowance. The question of vaising the pay of the prs be 
the several departments of Government, both in Calcutta and tho mufas 
is still under consideration, and the Government of India are agai being 
addressed on the subjec, Owing tothe fall in the price of rice it does not hi 
now seem likely that the whole of the sumof rupees four lakhs. for grain) ~ 

~ allowance will be required for this purpose, and it is proposed to aeleaeay *4 

_ portion of the provision in order to give partial effect to the scheme for the 

enhancement of the pay of menials,” Keanatptine nt dasa 3) 
* Sues 
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The Amended Draft Financial Statement, 


> Lieut.-Col. Buchanan. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No, 3. 
The Hon'ble Lizvr.-Con. Bucnanan introduced the following heads ;— 


Revenup— 
XVI B—Jails. 


Exprenprrore— 
19 B—Jails. x 


He said :— 


“There is nothing very noticeable in the Jail Budget except in so far as 
it again reflects the effects of the war, ‘Thus owing to the larger supplies to 
the Military Department we haye an increase on the receipt. side, with addi- 
tions on the expenditure side for the increased purchase of raw materials for. 
manufactures. The enhanced prices of articles of consumption connected 
with Jail administration, ¢.g., uniforms and equipment and lighting, account 
for further expenditure in.excess of the normal. On the other hand, with the 
greater cheapness of grain dietary charges have fallen.” 


Revence—XXA—Mepieat. 
Exrenpiruns—24A—Mepicar. 


“The continuance of the war has stood in the way of several important - 
»-schomes connected with the Medical administration of the Presidency. The 
hte! Tropical School cannot yet be opened, waile the construction of thenew 
‘ye Hospital must still be-deferred. A scheme is under consideration for the 
constraction of an extension of the Tropical Schooi building to provide for ‘an 
Institute of Hygiene towards which the Indian Research ‘Association has 
agreed to contribute Rupees one lakh ; it will not, however, be possible to 
proceed with the construction of the building at the present time. The 
\servants’ quarters at the Medical College Hospital are under construction, and 
the building of quarters for the servants of the Campbell Hospital who are 
now accommodated in very dilapidated buildings, will shortly commence. Tho 
_ Ranchi Asylum for Europeans will soon be opened, and when the inmates 
of the Bhowanipore Asylum are moved there it is proposed to construct on 
the old site an obsorvation hospital for mental cases. A sum of Rs. 2 lakhs 
has been provided for the purpose in next year’s budget: 


_ The Asylum for Indiang at Ranchi is now under construction, This 
Government provided Rs. 1}-lakhs towards the expenditure this.year, and a 
sun of Rs. 6 lakhs will, be paid during 1918-19.. The construction of tho 
now buildings at the Mitford Hospital, Dacca, is making satisfactory progress. 
_ Pwo lakhs of the promised contribution to the Belgachia Medical College 
have already «been paid during the current year, and a third lakh will be 
given before the 31st March. ‘The balance still due—Rs. 1,62,000—has been 
provided in, the budget for payment in 1918-19. Provision has also been 
made for the anntal recurring grant of Rs. 50,000. Other items: of new 
be oman are shown in paragraph 53 of the Financial Statement. A 
™ ble item is the provision for additions to the* Campbell and Dacca 
sal Schools with the object of as ld larger number of 
_ siudents. Proposals for an increase in- the pay of ‘Sub-Assistant Surgeons 
“now under the consideration of the Government of India,'and the sum 
55,000 represents the increase that will be thus,entailed.” 
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LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 6. 
‘The Hon'ble Mu. Cowney introduced the heads :— 


Revence— 
XX1X—Irrigation—Major Works. 


Expenpiture—. a J 


42—Trrigation—Major Works (Working Expenses). 


» Revenue— é 
XXX—Minor Works and Navigation. 


Expenpirvre— 
43—Minor Works and Navigation. ih 


Reyenvre— i 
XXXI—Civil Works in charge of the Public. Works Department. 


Exrenprrure— 


45—Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Department. 


He said — ’ 

Sir, I have the honour to introduce for the consideration of Council. the 
Public Works heads of the Budget entitled ‘Irrigation Major Works, XXIX 
—Receipts and 42—Kxpenditure and Minor Works and Navigation, XXX— 
Receipts and 43—Expenditure.” 


The Major Works with which we have to deal in this. Presidency are “the 
Midnapur and Hijili ‘Tidal Canals. In regard to these I have nothing to add 
tothe statements which have been made under this head in paragraphs 3: 
and 61 of the amended draft financial statement. * y 





In regard to “ Minor Works and Navigation” which is more important 
in its effect upon the Provincial revenues, the chief sources of rovenue are 
the tolls recetyed from navigation on the Caleutta canals, the Sundarbans 
route and the Madaripur Bhil route which together form’ the navigable route 
for boats and inland steamers between Calcutta and Kastern Bengal. In this 
respect I have nothing to add to the statements mado in paragraph 34 of the 
Amended Draft Financial Statement. ’ see ‘ 


The current year’s revised estimate of expenditure under ‘ 43—Minor 
Works and Navigation” has been raised from Rs, 22,41,000 to Rs. 22,89,000. 
‘on account of the additional grant sanctioned for the anti-malarial scheme ‘in 
connection with the flooding of the Banka Valley area in the district of 
Burdwan. The Budge. estimate for 1918-19 is for Rs. 27,00,000. ‘his 
increase is chiefly duo to the provision for certain important works as- 
detailed in paragraph 63 of the Amended Draft Financial Statement. In. 

rd to the current year's Revised and next year's Budget estimato of 


expenditure under this, head T may state that in both years a provision of 














The Amended Draft Financial Statement. 
3 Mr. Donald. 


Re. 2;50,000 has been made for wotks in connection with mitigating the 
effects of floods in the Burdwan. Division. I may also state that a sum of 
Rs. 3,00,000 has been provided in the Budget estimate of expenditure for next 
year for the acquisition of land and works in connection with the creation of 
a spill from the Bidyadhari rivor in order, it is hoped, to improve that river 
and thus improve the outfall of the Calcutta drainage system. 


In connection with the’ Damodar Reservoir Scheme the seryices of an 
officer With uj-to-date experience in the preparation of such projects have 
been placed at the disposal of this Government by the Government of India 
anda sum of Rs. 20,000 has been provided in the next year's Budget 
estimate for expenditure on preliminary works in that connection. The 
Damodar Canal project which has been prepared with the object of irrigation 
in the district. of Burdwan, and improvement of: the sanitary Gonditions in 
the distriets.of ‘Burdwan, Hooghly and Howrah is now being revised in 
accordance with the wishes of the Government of India and it is hoped that 
the project will be submitted to the Government of India for sanction in the 
‘course of the next year. It is proposed to'treat this work as a minor work 
for which both Capital and Revenue accounts are kept. y 


Thave also to introduce’ for the consideration of the Council the Budget 
for Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Department. 


Thaye nothing to add to the statements which have been made under 
this head on pages 3, 13, 28 and 29 of the Amended Draft Financial State- 
ment. 


Paragraph 64, on pages 28 and 29, deals with the expenditure in this and 
the coming year, The decrease of Rs. 50,000 under Establishment in the 
Revised Budget of Expenditure for this year is due to an increase in the 
receipts from the Goyernment, of India as contribution towards the establish- 
ment employed on Imperial Works. “Phe increase of Rs. 2,55,000 under 
Repairs is due partly to the normal increase in the number of roads and 
buildings to be maintained, but mainly to the fact that during the past three 
years many repair, items had to be postponed on account of the financial 
Stringency resultinf:from the war. 


For the coming year after providing for Establishment and Repairs and 
for the completion of works which will be in progress on the 1st April there 
isa sum of Rs. 25,30,000 left for new Minor and Major Works, the distribu- 
tion of which is shown on pages 28 and 29 of the statement. 


* : 
‘4 The Hon’ble Mr. Donatp said :-— 


“ Although the funds for the partition of districts are provided in the 
Public Works budget the Political Department. is concerwed with the 
question, ‘and a brief statement of the present position may therefore be 
made on its behalf. The sums provided on this account are for Midnapore 
Rs, 6,64,000 and for Mymensingh, Rs. 6,50,000. These are two of the items 
in respect of which we have been allowed to draw on our balances, and the 
Gara has before this discussed the merits of the proposals. The Secretary 
of ‘State has now approved of the principle on which the division of Midna- 
is contemplated, and has allowed preliminary arrangements for brick 
Beer to proceed, while final orders as to details are expected shortly. 
‘ ‘The ebticagtet of the Mymensingh project are in an adyanced stage, and will, 
it is anticipated, be submitted to the Governmont*of India shortly. It is 
a , therefore, to make some progress during the year with these long - 
schemes. ' eo 
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Mr. Wordsworth, 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 7. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Worpswoxrs said :— 


“Sir, I have the honour to introduce for the consideration of the Council 
the Budget heads of — 
XIX.—Education— Receipts. 
22.—Education—Ezpenditure. 


Receipts—On the receipts side of the Budget there is little to observe 
except that the upward tendency of receipts noticeable in the preceding 
Budgets has been maintained. The following figures explain the situa- 
tion :— 





1914-15 wee Actuals 
1915-16 Teese os 
1916-17 pes Do, 
1917-18 ee Revised 
1918-19 ay Budget 6. te 979,000 


Although the “ Revised ” figure for 1917-18 has been put at Rs. 9,40,000 
it is expected that the actuals for the year will be in the neighbourhood of 
RBs. 9,50,000. . 3 ‘ 

Lxpenditure,—There' was a steady growth in educational expenditure up 
to the year 1914-15, when normal expansion was arrested by. circumstances 
due to the war. The figures of expenditure for the years 1915-16 and 
1916-17 showed a.decline, but the revised Budget for the current year and 
the estimate for next year give indications of increase as will appear from 
the following figures :-— 











Rs. 
1912-13 ts Actuals + 73,76,829 
1913-14 i Do. 81,12,515 
TVneTT te Do. “ 92,07,022 

i 1915-16 im Do. a 84)83,414 
1916-17. « Do. a 76,87 152 
1917-18 Revised ve BLL 
1918-19 a Budget es ‘2+ 1,03,01,000" 


I should explain in this connexion that the various Imperial grants which 
. have hitherto appeared in the Budget as lump provisions are distributed in 
the Budget for the next financial year under the several® detailed hoads of 


charges. Certain, balancés which have not been formally allocated to definite, 


‘ objects of expenditure are shown in lump. 

The Budget which I introduce to the Council has been framed on strict 
lines and. contains little of special note. Its outstanding features are 
explained in the Financial Statement before'us, the items of new expenditure 
included in it being shown on pages 6, 21, 92 and 93 of that Statement, It is® 
not necessary to’ repeat them. 1 wish, however, to.add a few words in 





& 


explanation of the following items : 
1, Starting of two hostels in the old Secretariat Building at Dacea—one 
‘or Hindus and theother for Muhammadans — ... Rs, 16,500 





There is a hostel ‘attached to the Dacca College. But as this is not large 
enough to accommodate all the students seeking accommodation in the 
college hostel many students were hitherto accommodated in, messes 
instituted in the town under tlie Dacca Mess Scheme. As a more satisfac- | 
tory arrangement a section of the old Secretariat building at Dacca has 
been adapted and is now used for hostel purposes. The recurring charges 
in connexion with this arrangement amounts to Rs. 16,500. 

2, Appointment of an additional Professor of English, Hooghl; 
College a aoe eft sai fis c oi _ Re, 2,400 

An increase in¢he number of students inthe Ist and 2nd year ¢l of the 
"College has made the present arrangement for the ishing of English 

ae inadequate. The cost of the appointment of an additional | of 
English has accordingly been provided for. st ss 


at he, Fala oan aera just notified of 64 lakhs from*Imperial Revenues for the Aaprorey 





Fed a ae marina eee 





3 
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Rai Priya Nath Mukherji Bahadur. 

3. A sum of Rs. 3,39,000 has been provided under “Granta-in-aid” for Caleutta 
hostels. , This sum, the details of which were given by Mr. Hornell while 
introducing the Budget for the current year, was not spent during 1917-18, 
and it is necessary to rapeat the provision; Rs. 1,89,000 of which will be 
Utilized in completing the Caleutta hostels project and the balance for the 

improvement of the accommodation for the Bethune College. 
4, The notification of 5} lakhs recurring grant from Imperial sources for primary 
‘ education has been received too recently to permit me to indicate in 
. detail the directions in which it will be utilised. As soon as the necessary 
instructions are received from the Government of India schemes for the 

ry utilisation of the grant will be drawn up. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 8, 


The Hon'ble Rar Prrva Nata Muxwexs Bauavur introduced the follow- 
ing heads :-— 
Revenue—X—Rearsrration. 
Exrenpirure—12—Reaisrration, 
He said :— 
‘ “Sir, T have the honour to introduce the heads of revenue and expen- 
diture of the Registration Department. 
The sanctioned estimate of receipts for the current year was 
Rs. 22,0),000. In the light of the average for the nine months this estimate 
has had io be revised and it is now anticipated tobe Rs. 19,60,000. This 
defect is due to a fall in the number of registrations by about 10 per cent. 
The year has been, one of bumper crops, but the price of jute has been 
unusually low and owing to want of freight rice could not be exported and is 
a drug on the market. On the other hand, there has been a large tise in the 
price of many necessaries of life, specially in cloth and other imported goods. 
All these have contributed to make money scarce. The result is that credi- 
tors have found realization difficult and investment has been restricted: 
Also, agriculturists having plenty of cheap food were placed above the neces- 
sity otipiowicn or eelling off their lands. These factors. have combined to 
keep down the number of registrations. hoe condition. of things is rather 
abnormal and it is difficult: to draw any conclusions on the basis of past years, 
when it was found that both prosperity and adversity contributed towards 
increase in registrations. To be on the safe side, we have estimated the 
receipts for the next year on the supposition, that the present conditions 
might continue and wo have accordingly. put it down at Rs. 19,60,000. 
On the expenditure side, the. estimate provides for Rs. 11,57,000, 
‘The sanctioned estimate for the present year is Rs. 11,36,000 and the. revised 
estimate on the basis of actuals is Rs. 11,60,000. ‘Tho increase of. Rs. 24,000, 
or about 2 per cent. is due to. larger expenditure on various services, such as 
temporary copying establishments, establishments for experimental and 
temporary offices opened to serve public convenience, increased contingent 
expendituré for the equipment. of offices and renovation and rebinding of 
valuable books and. registers, increase in travelling allowances on account 
of more frequent and necessary inspections and rearrangement of the cadre 
in accordance with the present scale. ‘This is a growing’ department and 
its needs are many. ‘The estimate for the next year has been put down at 
Rs. 11,54,000, as Ts. 3,000 for grain compensation has been excluded, having 
been shown under head ‘‘ Miscellaneous.” . i 
“ Owing to the ‘war we have had again to keep in abeyance various 
schemes for the permanent improvement of the Department. The proposal 
~ for the revision of the cadre which. will greatly benefit the officers is now 
before the Secretary of State. The long deferred scheme for the revision Of 
the ministerial establishment in the district headquarters and mofussil offices 
which has been sanctioned by the Seeretary of State cannot be given effect to 
_ for want of funds. We haye had to cut down expenditure to the irreducible 
minimum for carrying:on the current work of the Department, and it is a 
‘matter of regret that several much needed improvements have inevitably 
_ to be postponed.” i 
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Resolutions.” 


The President (Sir Henry Wheeler) ; Maulyi Abul Kasem. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


(Under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest.) 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 9. 


The Paesioenr (Six Hexey Waretrn) said -— 


“The Hon'ble Mover of this resolution does not appear to be here. The 
resolution therefore fails unless any other non-official member desires to. move 
it on his behalf.” 


The How’suz Mavtv1 Anut Kasem, in the absenco of tlie Hon’ble Maulvi 
Fazl-ul Haq, moved the following resolution > t 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the special 
tribunals constituted under the Defence. of India (Criminal Law Amendment) 
Act, 1915, for the trial of persons accused of being concerned in the recent 
disturbances of looting in Adts and bazars be dissolved, and that the trial of 
such persons be held under the ordinary -law. s 


He said :— 
“Gir, the object of moving this resolution ia that on the ground. of 
economy, expediency and justice it is desirable that the accused in the hét- 
looting cases should be tried by ordinary courts and not by special tribunals. 
It is ‘aléo admitted by the’ Government that these hdt-looting cases have 
arisen out of economic conditions prevailing in the countiy and that the 
aceused in these cases are not habitual criminels, nor are they guilty of 
heinous offences, We have been induced to move this resolution also on the 
ground that that: these tribunals have not given satisfaction to the public, 
and on account of ‘the monstrously'heayy sentences passed by some of these 
tribunals. Any ordinary courts in dealing with cases like these would 
remember that there isa tight of appeal-and they would therefore decide 
the eases accordingly, and |with a fear that there is an Appellate Uourt. 
But these tribunals are immune from all these difficulties. and have passed 
as heavy sentences a8 theyliked: on the convicted people without much 
consideration. The public impression js that these tribunals. want to finish 
the work as best they can and the sentences they have passed have not given 
public 'satisfaction. Nobody denies that the people concerned in these cases 
should not be te owith summarily and. punished ; but. they should not be 
treated aé hardened criutinals nor should the sentences - be very heavy, 
{This is not anew occurrence in Bengal. In1906-07 such cases of rioting 
happened in ‘several parts of the Mymensingh and Barisal. districts; and the 
acensed were as large in number, as those concerned in the present cases; 
They were tried by the ordinary courts and the-punishments meted out to them 
were very reasonable and in avery few cases there was an appeal Such cases 
also happened ‘in Midnapore and jn the 24-Parganas ; and we do not under- 
stand why it is necessary to have special tribunals at heavy /expense for the 
ates of trying these eases. The people can understand that’ in cases like 
+ ‘several inpocent people are concerned. When there has been a riot 
some people will be summarily tried and some, innocent people may be i 
plicated in such cases—there is no help for that. What we object. to is — 








the wholesale constitution of these tribunals. Tt is true that non-efficial — 
Indians are on these tribunals but the choice lies with the executive officials.” 






‘Rat Mohendra\ Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 


Lam sorry to say that the personnel of these tribunals has not given satisfae- 
tion and we demand that these accused: persons be tried by the ordinary 
courts. With these few words I commend this resolution tothe acceptance 
of this Council.” : 


if 
' (At this stage, the Hon'ble Sie 8. P. Sixia took the Chair). 


‘The Hon’ble Rat Mowennra Oitandiia’ Mirra’ Bananon said 


“Sir, I have to submit a few observations in connection with the 
resolution. The Hon'ble Mover wishes that the special tribunals constituted 
for the trial of offenders under the provisions of the Defence of India Act, - 
1915, in Adt-looting cases be dissolved. _ There are certain admittod facts 
which come to my mind, The poor cultivators have been put to distressed 
circumstances, owing to'abnormally high prices of food stuffs, cloth and other 
necessaries of life. ‘They cannot purchase a pair of dhootis with the sale- 
proceeds of a maund of paddy or jute. hero is no proper supply of ‘arti-~ 
eles, although the demand is heavy. On the 19th Deeomber last I moved 
the Council to devise means to relieve the distressed condition of.the jute 
cultivators. [ then stated; ‘Every morning we get disquieting news of 
looting in the Muffassal bazars. I have heard of proclamations issued- by 
Mr. F. A. Sachse. District Magistrate, Noakhali, in. which to preclude the 
possibility of looting in the bazars he has penalised the holding of the hat 
after 3 p.0., he has openly admitted that as long as the war continues prices 
will remain high and there is chance of looting rocurring in the bazars. 
And as it is impossible to station, armed polico in all bazars he ordered, 
under section 144 of the Civil Procedure Code, the closing of alk bazars at 
3v.m.’~ This, Sir, is a serious s.ate of affairs and I am sure it is receiving that 
consideration from Your Excelloncy’s Government which it demands. But I 
must say that though our police may be powerful enough to restore tranquility 
in disturbed areas, they will not be able to eradicate the possibility of the 
‘reeurrence of disturbances as long as they have to deal iwith that dangerous ¢le- 
meut—a poor peasantry armed with hunger and exasperated. Not only should 
the poor peasants be relieved of their present distress but, steps should also be 
taken to induce them not to give up cultivation of jutein despair.’ ‘Phis is 


the sad picturé which I then presented to the Council and it is now known 
be sa tribunals have been established for trying the alleged offenders, 
c in the Statesman of the 28th of Febraary last that 4éat-looting 


cases were dealt with in the ordinary criminal court in the district of the 
24-Parganas, and that the offendors were punished with imprisonment of a 
few months. In Bombay, ordinary criminal courts meted’ out the punish- 
‘ment to the offenders. Now the ‘question raised by the Hon'ble Mover is 
of grave importance, Have the Government exercised sound discretion 
in constituting special tribunals to try the offenderse Do the  Adt-loot- 
Yna cases prosent to us facts which necessitated special measures to 
Secure public safety and the defence of British India? Was it, necessary in 
Such cases for the local Government to direct an order under section 3 of the © 
Act? No one can question the absolute authority given to Government for 
the appointment of the Commissioners to try such offences. But have the 
Government pete exercised their’ jurisdiction in a sound manner, in 
ae ‘ing the ordinary criminal court to try offenders in Adt-looting eases ? 
"Tho growing popular feoling is that the administration of the ordinary law may 
‘be sufficient to check theso disturbances in hats and bazars. The public 
‘naturally consider that the ordinary criminal courts can try such offenders. 
The commission of ofiences of dacoity, marder, robbery, rioting, theft, ete., 
may be tried in ordinary coarts, Public tranquility m&y be seaseiaed oF 
he ordinary and speedy procedure laid down in ithe Code of Orimir 
fare. cases cannot be viewed as assuming a political 
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We all condemn the political organizations the object. of which, isto. spread 
anarchism, but we are at a loss to know why criminal. cases of ordinary 
kind are only to be tried by special tribunals ; the:offenders when so eam 
loose the right of appeal. This procedure is very alarming to the public mind 
and the public have a right to ask the ‘Government to disolye the special 
tribunals and to drift the course of law to run smoothly in an ordinary way. 
The special tribunals are to be constituted when the ordinary criminal courts 
are not in a position to punish the offenders brought before them. If there be 
a departure from the procedure laid down in the Code of the Criminal Procedure, 
it is open to the public to come forward and criticise the action of Government. 
As long as the Defen¢e of India Act is in the Statute Book, every loyal citizen 
should and must submit to it ; but, Sir, if there be no necessity or even if there 
is doubtful necessity the Defence of India Act'should not be resorted to for the 
trial of such offenders. I respectfully submit ‘that there is an obligation upon 
Government to act upon the reasonable criticisms submitted to them by the 
people of the country. We are bound to reason with Government and point 
out their errors. There is a growing feeling ofa large section of the com- 
munity against O. I. D! officers, against the police whose unpopularity is 
immense. The police is a powerful agency on behalf of Government. Théir 
action is watched with anxiety. Unpardonable errors are committed by them 
as in the case of the Sindoobalas. It is our anxious desire--our humble request 
to Government that they should constitute spetial tribunals not on police 


‘Versions but upon enquiries nade by responsible gazetted officers other than ° 


those whose over-zeal “and high-handedness create discontent among the 
people and make'them unhappy. In'this view with all respect to those who 
had to report to Government to constitute such tribunals I feel it my duty 
to support the resolution of the Hon'ble Mover.” 


The Hon’ble Banu Kisnort Mowan Cuavpavni said — 


“Sir, I think the resolution should be accepted. These hdt-looteng cases 
have nothing to do with the political crimes. ‘They generally arose out of 
the economic pressure exerted by the unthinking poor and unedneated 
mobs. The yery fact that these cases occurred in broad day light in hdts 


and bazars, show that: they could not have been premeditated ; on a sudden. 


impulse the unthinking and uneducated mobs committed these acts of law- 
lessness. Of course, it is not unlikely that the low class bad characters took 
advantage of these occurrences and aggravated the seriousness of the 
situation, The police investigations in such casos are far from satisfactory. 
There are reasons to believe that in some cases probably from interested 
motives the real culprits are not either traced or are let off and the innocent 
bystanders are sent up in order to make some persons the scapegoats. For 
these reasons, it is very reasonable that in the trial of these cases—though 
the question of identification in the actual participation in the act. of looting is 
a very simple one—still it is very desirable that, the police investigation 
should be chnducted, with a full sonse of responsibility and, with a view 
that the defence should get all the advantages of ordinary trials, Of 
course, in jury districts they will get the benefit of the verdict. of the 
jury; the al people are Hkely to, know more about the nature of the 
thing. and they should get-the advantage of an appeal to the higher 
courts. For these reagons, I think the proposal should bo, accepted and 





* there is no reason why the ordinary law courts should not be competent. 





to deal with these cases, With these few words, I heartily ‘supp. 
resolution.” > 
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> beginning “of the present, year, and whilé explaining the reasons why these “| 


ower tribunals were ‘reated, to disabuse some Hon'ble Members of the 
idea that in adopting this Procedure we were making a use of the Defence of 
India Act to which those who passed that Act did not intend that it should be 
put. As will be fresh in the minds of all of us, towards the end of ‘last year 
and, I think, extending also into 1918, there occurred in certain districis of 
thes province, beginning originally in Noakhali and Chittagong, a series of 
cases in which mobs looted hats and bazars, took away articles from the 
shops, and assaulied the shopkeepers and in some cases also the police. The 
total number of such occurrences was 148 ; they extended to all the divisions 
of the province—being 38 in the Presidency Division, 15 in the Burdwan, 
28 in the Dacca Division, 16 in the Chittagong and 51 in the Rajshahi 
Division. The example that was sel, at first ina moro or less local corner, 
spread to other districts with the results which I have just mentioned. - And 
I think it will also be remembered that the papers at that time were 
full of appeals to Government to restore law and order. and: to prevent 
the interference with the peaceful life of citizens and shopkeepers, 
That is the situation which arose, at a time when, this. country, along 
‘with the rest of the Empire, was engaged in this deadly war. It was a 
situation which had a direct bearing on the war. To the-bost of our ability 
wo tried to quell the disturbances with the men at our disposal ; but had 
they extended over a wider areas, it would haye been inevitably necessary. 
vo call in aid from orftside, which would have directly affected the military 
arrangements of the Government of India. 


iE 


That being the situation, what were the requirements to meet it? In 
the first place, I submit, the primary tequirement was the speedy restoration 
of law and order. It. was the fundamental duty of Government not to run 
the risk of these disturbances spreading throughout Bengal, and from Bengal 
possibly to other provinces, The restoration of law and order was effectod 
by bringing in police front outside, thas necessarily depleting the police in 
other districts, and by the arrest of offenders and the investigation of cases 
as quickly as possible: for that purpose, too, special officers were brought, jn 
from outside ; when these cases were instituted, the second requirement was 

eit speedy disposal, both in order that people might realise that punishment. 
}would follow quickly tipon their offences, and to allay feeling among the people 
‘themselves, because, undoubtedly, there was a tendency in some places for 
” these occurrences to have engendered a-certain amount of friction among 
‘different ‘communities. ‘Another reason for expedition was in order that our 
‘Yopleted staffs and over-worked officers might not have their energies entirely 
absorbed in the dispdsal of these. cases. te tavecatt the cases ceased; but 
had they gone on it would have been most detrimental to the administration 
if our. police’ and. magistrates had found their hands absolutely, fall and 
been unable to cope with new occurrences, 


. 
» - Such being the situation, and the requirements of the situation as 1 view 
them, I may explain to the Council the action we took. In the majority of 
_ Anstances the disposal of these eases hae been’ left to the ordinary courts. 
_ Even in districts where special tribunals have heen: created, it is only the 
| more Serjous cases which have been made over to the ‘special tribunals. As 
n instance, in the district of Rangpur, I find that out of 20 cases only 7 have 
been made over to the special tribunal, and it is inevitable that this s ould be 
sinee the only cases that are triable by the xpecial tribunals are those falling 
der sections 395 and 412 of the Indian Penal Code. Obviously, therefore, any 
| charges that do not come within these sections cannwt be tried by the-special 
als. We, did not, moreover, set up tribunalseverywhere. and as a mutter 
st, they were appointed only in the districts of Chittagong, Noakhali, Rang- 
jpur, Jessore and Khulna. Tn these six districts there. were for, dis 
with 1,338 accused—thus bearing ‘out the contention that,’ but 
Vag j , ; Fi 
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. Bengal and even where they have been formed, all the cases have not been 
made over to them for disposal. As I began by saying and as the resolution 
itself says—we want especially in the serious cases that the accused should 
have the right of appeal against the decision of the first court of justice + 
and what is more wo desire that the Court passing the judgment and 
sentence should have an idea that their judgments are subject to appeal and 
that will be moral check on their judgments. That is the reason why we 
have taken tho opportunity of moving this resolution. . Nobody denies that 
it was ‘absolutely necessary to restore peace and order and prevent a re- 
currence of these things and the Government. was certainly appealed to on 
that behalf and we still have the opinion that if there be a recurrence of 

y such lawlessness, speedy measures should be adopted to check the spread 
of these cases. It is true that peace and order had to be restored by the 
police but not by a prompt and speedy trial of the offences. These’ offences 
could have been tried at a much less cost by the ordinary courts than by those 
special tribunals, and, T think, more speedily with this advantage, that i ense 
of their being tried by a magistrate there would have been an appeal. With 
due deference to ths Hon'ble Member-in-charge, I would submit that there 
is no foundation for the statement that these hat-looting cases were due to 
any difference of feeling between the two communitis : there was absolutely 
no such feeling at the time when these cases occurred.” 





The Hon’ble Sir Hexry Wueener said :-— 6 

“ The Hon'ble Member is misrepresenting what I said. I never stated 
that these occurrences had been caused by il-feeling between different 
communities, but that in the course of them there was a danger of ill-feeling 
between the ditterent communities developing.” 


The Hon'ble Mavivi Anut Kase, continuing, said :— 


“Sir, | have found from certain statements made in the vernacular 
Press’'that an attempt was made to make out that these hat-looting cases 
wore,due to racial feeling betwoon the Hindus and Mubammadans, but from 
enqdities made, both by officials and by. non-officials, we have found that 
there is absolutely no foundation for such a statement, I think the Pross 
havé corrected this statement. hese disturbances were entirely due to 
economic conditions, and these rustic people, rightly or wrongly, believed that 
the prices of some articles were vaised for the advantage and aggrandisement 
of the dealers of those articles and the people wanted to have revenge on 
them. It was certainly unlawful on their part to do so, and what we wanied 
was that these people should be tried by the ordinary courts and reasonable 
sentenges be passed on them. I understand that in one case about 20 to 2% 
persons have been sentenced to hea y sentences of 7 to 8 years’ rigorous 
imprisonment. These are surely sentences which should be passed on 
hardened criminals. For these reasons, I submit, Sir, that this resolution 
should be accepted by this Council.” 


‘The motion was then put and lost, 


At the instance of the President Item No. 11 was taken up for discussion 
before Item No, 10. 


‘LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No? 11, 
«The Hon'ble Mavivi Aput Kasem, in the absence of Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul 
Haq, moved the following resolution :-— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Coancil that a gazetted 
» Officer (not being a police officer) be specially deputed to make full and 


L a 

















Aas i 2 
412 _ THE CALOUTTA GAZETTE, MARCH 2, 1918. [Parr IVA — 
——EEE — — 
Resolutions. ad 


Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri ; Deba Prosad Sarbadhikart ; 
Sir Henry Wheeler. + 


detailed inquiries into all cases of alleged oppression committed by the police 
in connection with the recent disturbances of looting in hats and bazars. 


He said— 

“Sir, in moving this resolution 1 only make mention that rightly or 
wrongly there is an impression in the public mind that the police have taken 
advantage of the hét-looting cases in going over .to villages and extorting 
money from the villagers and submitting them to all sorts of torture. 
Allegations have been made ‘both in the Press and. by various bodies . of 
people against this sort of thing and in justice to..the police themselves and 
for the good name of the Government, T think the Government ought to 
accept this resolution and hold an inquiry, entirely independent of police 
agency, to find out whether there is any truth in these allegations or not, but 
allegations have been persistently made with a good deal of vehemence by 
people residing jn those parts of the country where these cases have occurred. 
Tt has been alleged, jirst, that Adts. were Looted and, secondly, that villages 
were looted in their. turn. In justice to the police officers themselves 1 
aeeeno reason Why an enquiry should not be directed. Efficiency. of the 
police itself demands that an enquiry should be made, and I hope Government. 
will be pleased to accept this resolution and hold an enquiry. Even.in, this 
case 1 do not ask for a non-official enquiry but an official enquiry which is 
not a police oné.”’ 


"The Hon'ble Mr. M. Asnra¥ Aut Kuan Cuavpnurr said— 


“ Sir, in supporting this resolution I take this opportunity of saying that © 


every one knows that after some disturbance the police do take the opportu- 
nity of realising something from the people of the locality. Sometimes the 
police themselves create the trouble solely for the purpose. of squeezing 
Fut money from the accused. Sir, in the distiret of Rangpur, I-know it 
personally, that the police from one village have been able to take a. great 
amount of money from the villagers as bribe. «When I put-this before the 
District Magistrate and told him about it T heard that he held an ‘enquiry or 
rather shad the enquiry held by some body and the report was that no allega- 
tions wore made out. | In this resolution it is urged that a gazetted officer, 
not ‘being a- police officer, be especially deputed to enquire into these allega- 
tions: With regard to this matter I would only make this observation that 
when ‘an officer goes to-a village to enquire into cases of this sort he is-always 
surrounded by.the police who try always to keep out the people coming near 
the gazetted officer. If the gazetted officer goes to the* village without. a 
police officer with him and tries to take the help of the people of the docality 
there, then I think this enquiry will be helpful ; otherwise what is, the good 
of sending ome body of the police force to en uire into these cases as the 
villagers themselves will be afraid to come focwrerl to substantiate the allega- 
tion they make against the police. With these few words. 1 heartily. support 
this resolution.” 


The Hon'ble Dr. Desa Prosap Sarnavitkart said — 

“Sit, [rise to. support this resolution. On ‘the occasion of my recent 
visit to Rangpur T found the feeling there to be very strong in connection 
-with these cases, and I certainly think that for the good name of the police 
and of the Government. a thorough investigation is required. ‘There is not 
the least doubt that public feeling in'some of the districts is very high.” 


The Hon'ble Sim Henry Wareter said — f ¥€ 
“Sir, I would, first of all, put it to'the Council that the particular 


proposal contained iy, the resolution cannot, in any circumstances, be the 
- best means of arriving at.the object in view. It proposes the deputation of 
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a special gazetted officer to make a detailed enquiry in all the areas in which 
allegations against the police may have been made in connection with these 
hat-looting cases. I have just told the Council the namber and extent of these 
cases, and I can see no advantage in superseding the ordinary staff on whom 
such enquiries would ordinarily devolve in favour, at this late day, of one, 
special officer who will have to tour round “all the districts concerned and 
endeavour to ascertain facts which, as I shall show later, have already been 
investigated. 


The importance of prompt enquiry into any allegations of misconduct on 
the part.of police is not one which is in any way new to Government ; it has 
long been realised and it is. provided for in the rules. The rules of tho 
Police Manual require the immediate report of any such serious allegations to 
the Superintendent af Police, and. through him to the District Magistrate ; 
while on-receipt of that information it is the duty of the District Magistrate 
to consider whether he shonld order a magisterial enquiry in lieu of the 
departmental enquiry, which the Superintendent of Police (in the absence of 
the District Magistrate) should always institute of his own motion, or whether 
he should instruct a magistrate to ‘co-operate with the Superintendent 
of Polico or the Subdivisional Police officer in the enquiry. There is 
a specific direction, therefore, drawing the attention of all our officers to the 
importance of this mattor and impressing on them the expediency of enquiry 
by extra departmental agency fn sorious cases. ‘The particular matter of alle- 
gations against the police in hat-looting cases is not, of course, in itself different 
from similar allegations made against the police in any other connection, and it 
would be. improper, in my opinion, ‘to attempt to lay down that because 
allegations are made in connection with hdt-loating cases, even though these 
may have boen adduced in several districts and have attracted a certain 
amount of attention, a novel procedure should be adopted which would not 
be followed otherwise. But, as a matter of fact, in connection with these 
allegations, we ourselves, over and above the rules, drew the attention of cur 
local officers to-the need for enguiry. On sveing certain violeut statements 
made in certain newspapers, which I need not partieularise, but of the reck- 
Jossnese of some of which the Council may judge by the communiqué which 
wo.issued the other day specifically denying the allegation that a number of 
people had died from ill-treatment, we wrote on the 2nd and th February to 
the officers concerned, pointing out that these complaints were being mooted 
and that—if there were specifi¢ allegations made—they must be enquired into 
promptly. In one of our letters we even suggested the deputation of a magis- 
terial officer, thus. echoing our rules which lay down such a procedure when 
the charges are serious. ‘Therefore long before this resolution was moved, and 
in addition to our standing orders governing these matters, we directed an 
enquiry. Tn tesponse to these orders ‘enquiries have been made, and I would 
Tike to draw ‘the attention of the Council to the reports received, which 
will give some indication of the action that has been t&ken and of the 
present situation. 








I referred just now to specific allegations against the police; and our 
-orders were confined to'them only. If the charge is that an offence has been 
‘committed, it is only fair to the police that persons should come forward and 
state exactly what has happened. I greatly deprecate statements like ‘ We 
-do not say it is true, we cannot say whether it is correct or not, but, people 
“are under the impression that horrible offences are being committed,’ and so 
‘on; nor, tony mind, does it redound to the credit. gf those who lay charges 
of that description. However, we ordered enquiries into specific allegations, 


~and the general purport of the replies is as follows :— 


“From the districts of Rajshahi, Bogra, Jalpaiguri, Dinajpur,, Pabna, 
“Jessore, Nadia, Murshidabad, hulna, Bankura, Birbham,. the Chittagong 


‘414 ‘THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MARCH 20, 1918. {Part IVA 


Resolutions. 
Sir Henry Wheeler, 

















Hill Tracts, Tippera and Dacca we were told that no such specific allegations 
have been made, - 


‘The Commissioner of the Chittagong Division reported that as regards 
Chittagong he had heard of no such allegations or rumours except the articles 
in the newspapers. At Noalbali he had seen the Hon'ble Maulyia Fazl-ul Haq 
and Abul Kasem, who complained to him of this matter, though before their 
arriyal the ad not done so. He asked them to produce evidence, but 
they daclined 80 on the ground that the poople were afraid to come 
forward to give evidence against the police. ‘The Commissioner, however, 
advised the District Magistrate to make an enquiry, and on the 20th February 
ho reported that the District Magistrate had made an enquiry and was divect- 
ing the prosecution of a-sub-inspector and certain constables and dafadars. 
From the report of the District Magistrate of the 23rd February, it appears 
that 58 complaints were the outcome of one case in which a sub-inspector 
had nearly been beaten to death, and 21 complaints of another. he District 
Magistrate enquired into matters personally, assisted by a sub-registrar, and, 
as IT have said, certain prosecutions have been the outcome. These ‘casos 
are presumably now pending, and it would be improper to pronounce any 
opinion on them. 





The District Magistrate of Chittagong reported that the ‘ allegation that 
police arrested jeople indiscriminately appears to be without any foundation 
as far as this distriet is concerned.’ Neither in the cases thap have been 
instituted before the-couris had these allegations been seriously made. 


1 now turn to the district of Rangpur, to which the Hon'ble Mr. Ashraf 
Ali Khan Chaudhuri has referred, and I think T can show that the impres- 
sion he has got that nothing has been done is erroneous. The District 
Magistrate reports : 


“The'work of the investigating police officers was carefully supervised by 
police officers of superior rank and also in most cases by the Subdivisional 
Officer and District Magistrate himself. Of the 20-cases which oceurred in 
the district 15 wore personally looked up by me. As far as I know there 
has been no allegation by any of the persons arrested in any case that 
aa have been wrongfully arrested at tho instance of any zamindar or his 
anla. 


Phe latter is an accusation that was freely made in some quarters. He 
then goes on to refer to certain specific cases. P 


Thus in the Fulbari looting ease, the Subdivisional Officer reported that 
the allegation was without foundation, In the Bharatkhali case, regarding 
which a complaint was made by Mx Ashraf. Ali Khan Chaudhuri, an enquiry 
was held by the Subdivisional Officer. ‘The charge of wrongful arrest 
by a railway head-constable was not substantiated. Three other cases: 
which were brought forward broke down, and I understand that one case 
against a panchayat is still pending, In the Chilmari looting case, the 
enquiry was made by the Subdivisional Officer .who was of opinion. that the 
charges brought against the police and tahsildar were falso and without 
foundation, being the outcome of party feeling. Tho District Magistrate 
personally visited the spot during the police enquiry and. states that ‘no 
complaint. was mado by any person either against. the police or tahsildar.” 
The District Magistrate, is now, however, making further enquiry into 
these charges. A particular accusation that a woman had a miscarriage by 
reason of police ill-treatment was enquired into» by the Subdiyisional Officer, 
who found that it was without foundation. The Sunderganj case was ‘in- 
vestigated by the Subdivisional Officer, a deputy magistrate and also by the 
District Magistrate, It kas been held that an inspector, a sub-inspector 
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and-aconstable are at fault, and ayprosecution will be instituted against those 


persons against whom legal evidence is forthcoming. 

T now turn to the district of Bogra in which, in connection with a charge 
of assault on the police, similar allegations wore made; they were enquired 
into by. the Subdivisional Officer and held to be unsubstantiated. 


In Malda, 9 petitions were filed against the attachment of movable pro- 
perty ; the allegations. were generally that the 'policeshad attached the pro- 
porties of absconders which the relatives alleged did not belong to the men 
who were, wanted, These cases wore enquired into by a sub-inspector and= 
ea of a different character was takon up by the Superintendent of 

lice. 


In the 24-Parganas, there was a complaint made against a chaukidar, 
which was enquired into by a sub-deputy collector and found to bo unsub- 
stantiated, 


\\ In Mymensingh there were two potty cases against a dafadar and certain 
constables ; one was enquired into by a deputy superintendent of police and 
another by a sub-deputy collector. 


‘Tn Midnapore, there was one case which was enquired into by a deputy 
magistrate and found to be false. 


L think thé Council will see, therefore, that under our instractions enquiry 
has beon made into anumber of cases. Some of these have been held to 
break down. Where, however, in the opinion of the enquiring officer there 
was.a primd facie case against any members of the police, we have not 
hesitated to put them on their trial and the result must be left to the courts. 
There is no need, therefore. for further enquiry, since Government have 
alroady dealt amply with the situation, and 1 submit that the resolution should 
not be accepted.” ; 


Pho’ Hon'ble Mavuvt Avot Kasra said — 


“ Sir, although the wording of the resolution is somewhat vague yet it 
was never in my mind to suggest that a gazetted officer should go round all 
the district and hold enquiries. What I meant to suggest was that in each 

- district.a gazetted officor, not being a police officer, be deputed to make these 
enquiries. We quite admit that it is wrong to make allegations without 
iving specific instances, but the difficulty lies not only, with the people. 
ustie people are always afraid to complain against the police or to say that 
they. have given bribes. There are other roasons too. . Having offered bribes 
they are also guilty, and, secondly, they believe that if they give evidence 
inst the police they, will be hunted down by the police and may be put to 
a of trouble on different occasions. So they do notwenture to come 
forward. . Reference has been made that these allegations had not been made 
before we went to see the. District Magistrate. The District Magistrate said 
that he had never heard of any allegation. Wo told him that nobody had come 
because they dared not come. ‘They did not venture to complain against. the 
police, and even when a primd facie case to proceed against the police is made 
out the pepple do not come forward to give evidence, Bul there still remains 
the impresiion that an enquiry by the Deputy Superintendent of Police or the 
Superintendent of,Police is-carried on more with’a view: to protect» the police 
than to find out’the guilty: The impression is ther and 1 think there are 
very good grounds for the impression, that whenever any cdmplaint is made 
in the police; higher: officials do not try to find’ the trath about it, but 
t they want to’see how best they can save their subordinate officers, and 
that is the reason why-the subordinate polica is 8o unpopular with the pooples 
‘ s 


« 
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Tam glad, however, to know that orders have been issued to make these 
enquiries and I only suggest that these enquiries should be held by gazetted 
officers, preferably by the District Magistrate, and I see no reason why this 
resolution cannot be accepted by Government.” 


The motion was put and lost. 
At this stage the Hon'ble Sim Henry Wuee.er again took the chair. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 10. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Asurav Aut Kuan Cuavpnuri in the absence of the 
Hon'ble Mavivi Fazi-ut Hag moved the following resolution :-— 


_ This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that in the case of 
trials avieing out of the recent disturbances of looting in hats and bazars, the 
defence of all accused persons who are too poor to defend themselves shall Ke 
undertaken by Government. 


He said :— 


“Sir; it is the custom of the British Courts that if there is nobody. to 
defend an accused in a Police Court, the sympathetic Judge always asks junior 
members of the bar to come and defend him, Sir, we have got instances 
that in murder cases the Judge asks somebody to defend the accused, perhaps 
this is generally done. But in other cases there is no such rule as this. In 
hat-looting cases the accused generally go tndefended and they have gone 
undefended in some cases. In hét-looting cases the accused are generally 
poor and-they sould not have been sent up as accused persons if they were 
not poor, Why is that? Because they have not been able to get away from 
the clutches of the police, and that is the reason. As far as I have been able 
to gather information personally and from others also, I have come to this 
conclusion that the real offenders have escaped but those who were very poor 
and those who have been asked by the police to bribe them and have not 
done so have only been sent up and are being tried. by the Courts as accused 
persons. In Bharatkhali there were something like 92-accused persons and, 
if T am not far wrong, some women and children were also sent up by the 
police, ‘but the District Magistrate discharged the women and children, and 
then later on out of the 92, four were discharged as there was no evidence 
against them. Out of the remaining 88 only 39 persons have been acquitted 
as there was no evidence against them. Froin these facts one can at once see 
that the poor people, those who are innocent, have been sent up. Therefore 
there. is no harm in accepting this proposal by the Council that the poor 

» people who have really been sent up as accused before the Courts should be 
defended by pleaders or by vakils. There is a feeling in this country that 
those people who had been brought before the Courts are. really innocent 
persons and it‘would do credit to your Government if you show due respect 
to this feeling. The police know that they are safe whatever they may do, 
but if that idea grows you cannot depend upon your police, and then what 
will be the state of the country? With these words I commend this resolu- 
tion to the Council.” : 


The Hon'ble Six S. P. Sinna said :-— i : . 


* Lam sorry, Sir, 1am unable to accept this resolution on behalf. of the 
Government. In the first place, I could not do so, because, this was a 
matter “which we should have to’report to the Government of India and 
obtain their orders before we could pass an order ourselves. The present. 
rule is that'it is only in cases of persons accused of murder. that. their 
defence is undertaken or rather provided for by Government, and even in 

« 
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Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 


these cases there were until recently two limitations ; first, that the 
accused persons must be unable to provide for. their defence themselves, and, 
secondly, that the nature of the defence must be such as to induce. either 
. the District Magistrate on the Sessions Judge to conclude that the accused 
ought to have logal assistance provided for them. In all other cases, that is 
cases other than murder, there is no provision at the present moment by 
which it is the duty either of the District Magistrate or the Sessions Judge 
to provide for the legal defence of accused persons. It would, therefore, 
be a very wide extension of the principle now applied to murder cases., 
We should hardly be justified in accepting such an extension in these 
cases without extending to all cases of accused persons charged with 
offences but unable to provide for their defence. I am prepared to 
go to that length if anything new can be shown which indicates the 
necessity for such a course, namoly, that whenever a person charged with 
an offence is unable to provide a lawyer for his defence, Government 
should pay for a lawyer for his defence. That is not the rule in this 
country. No necessity has been felt for sucha rule, Speaking for myself, 
Tam-unable to see why in these hdt-looting cases, which are of an extreme- 
ly simple nature and where the only question is one of identification 
whether the man charged did or did not take part in the looting which 
undoubtedly took place, why in these cases as distinguished from alt others 
it should be necessary for Government to provide for’ the defence of 
accused persons. I deprecate what the Ton’ble Mover said with regard to 
the feeling in the country. Surely, when persons are charged with offences 
before the tribunals appointed by law, we cannot take into account the fact 
that this man or that man or a number of people—you may call them the 
public if you like—consider that ‘these persons are innocent. - That if not the 
function of Government; surely it is the duty of the Courts to discharge 
them if they are innocent. and it is for that purpose that tho tribunals have 
been constituted. It would be straying from the point to consider tho 
question as to whether they are guilty or not; that is a matter which will 
be decided according to the ordinary law by the tribunal appointed for that 
purpose. I think it is hardly relevant and, if I may say 80, hardly proper to 
say that these people are bolioved to be innocent or that the innocent 
people have been placed before the Courts and the guilty have been allowed 
toescape. It tends to create a prejudice against the tribunal and a prej 
dice in favour of the persons charged before the Courts. It ought not to be 
done in the Council or in the public press. If I were to accept this resolu- 
tion it would not be a question of any pecuniary importance, as it would mean 
only, I suppose, a few thousand rupess, and if these cases were to continue, 
which I hope they would not, it might run toa great deal more. But, as a 
matter of principle, is there anything to distinguish these cases of rioting 
and looting from all other cases of rioting and looting, so that we should 
provide for a lawyer in these cases, though we'do not do so in g@hers? Iam 
unable to see any point of distinction between these and other cases which 
are constantly before the Courts in every district. I am therefore unable to 
recommend to the Council the aceeptance of this resolution,” 











The Hon'ble Mr. Asnnar Aut Kuan Onaupnurt said :— 


“Sir, Iam rather surprised to hear from my Hon'ble friend that the hdt- 
looting cases are of a simple nature. If they are ofa simple nature, 
then why should they be tried by the special tribunal? That isthe first 
point. My friend knows very well that if a case coutes before the special 
tribunal it becomes nearly as serious as, a murder irial andthe uccused 
have got in some cases up to seven years’ rigorous imprisonment. Why 
should not every offence be dealt with in this way? In- answer to that 
I say that this is a matter which has stirred the whole country, nearly 
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Sir S. P. Sinka ; Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri; Rat Mohendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 


all the, districts .of Bengal, and it would have done absolutely no harm 
tothe Government if they had only asked some junior pleader to defend the 
accused in these cases. Perhaps the junior pleader would: have defended 
thom without any remuneration at: all.” 


‘The Hon'ble Str S. P. Sixma said :—" They are free to do so now.” 


Tho Hon'ble Mx. Asnnar Ati Kuan Crravpaurr said -— 


“If this were done the Government would have beon liked by the people 
more. That is all I can say. Sir, if the Government of Bengal had written 
to the Government of India for_permission or order it would have been a 
very easy matter, and I-do not think they would have. gone against the wishes 
of the Government of Bengal. And even if it were decided to try these 
cases by special tribunals it would have done no harm to get somebody to 
Gafend these people. I know that in the Karanjahat case in Bogra the allega~ 
tions were that things worth only Rs. 8-2 were looted from the hat and for 
that an accused got 4 or 5 years. This is what has hiappened in these 
hat-looting cases. With all respect to my friend T should like to add that 
if still there is time and the Government would employ somebody in’ the 
district to defend these pbople they would earn the gratitude of the people. 
Let the people understand that they shall he dealt. with harshly if they 
are really found guilty, and let them also understand that the Government. 
are ven just to them:by trying to find out the innocent from the guilty 
people.” 


The motion was then put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 12, 


‘The Hon'ble Rat Mauenpra Cnaxpra Mirra Banavur moved the 
following resolution :— 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that Government 
do take into-consideration the revision of the rules under the Bengal. Muni- 
cipal Act, 1884, for the election of Municipal Commissioners, now in force 
in mofassal Municipalities in Bengal, with a view— 

(1) to insert in rule 13 after the figures 57 the ‘words “ or removed 
under section 19” ; 
(2) to add the following in rule 14 ‘before the word “publish,” 
namely :— 
“The Chairman shall decide whother the rule is, duly 
complied with” ; 
and 


(3) to omit the words “ and his decision is final” in rule 29. 


He said :— 

“ Sir, with roference to the first part of my resolution, | regret to note 
that there has been an omission to add the following words after the words 
‘or removed under: section 19” but has not obtained the sanction of the 
Local Government aa provided’ in section 22 of the Act. 1 ask therefore the 
permission of the President to amend this part of my resolution accordingly. 


Rule 13 of the Election Rules lays down clearly that. person to vote 
under these rules and, not disqualified under section $7 of the Act shall be 


| Sie 8. P. Si see | 


i o be elected 'a Commissioner. If any one reads this rule hout 
erence to section 22° of the “Act, he is naturally led to infer that = 
oved from his’ office under section 19 of the Act shall be 
ialified voter. ‘The right of election of a Commissioner is 
‘exercised by qualified voters. ‘The election is therefore the result of 
qualified voters in fayour of another qualified voter who is a candi. 
issionorship. Rule 13, as it stands at present, is not a bar to 
mn of a Commissioner removed under section 19 of the Act. This 
not notice the provisions of section 22 which lays down that a 
‘r removed under section 19 may be elected dr re-elected with 
nm of the local Government. ¢ te ‘ ae 
réference to rule 14 of the E:ection Rules, I beg'to point out that. 
in‘ the application in Form B the proposer or seconder is not a 
oter or supposing that all the supporters of a candidate or a ‘lew 


are not qualified voters, the question is whether the Ch: 
bound to publish the name of the candidate 
ly contains the names of the proposer, seconder 
on the provisions of section 31 of the Calcutta Municipal 
Similar rule of procedure, an Hon’ble Judge in the 
case reported in 22 Indian Law Reports, Caleutta P, 
is intended to be laid down here that, supposing a f 
y approver at all, or submitted a 
a period less than seven days before the day 
z ‘the election, the Chairman in such a case would be bound to i 
- nathe of the person asa candidate.’ Justice Sale further explained th 
of Justice ‘Trevelyan in the earlier case reported in 19 Indian 
Valeutta, P. 192, ‘that assuming there has been a sufficient 
ie compliance with the cond! laid down by section 31, the Chair- 
‘8 no power to go further and determine questions affecting the status 
Are ‘ing to be candidates duly qualified under the Act.’ I have 
red to submit my suggestion to the Council so that rule 14 be made — 


ig to the third part of my resolution, I venture to ‘thinkethat | 
“his decision is final’ should be omitted from the Election Rule No: 
e does not decide the dispute under the provisions o| 


re. He does not treat the dispute asa crime. He 
to decide | an arbitrator, Asa matter of fact, his decision is 
al one. It is generally contested in Civil Courts. Section 15. of the 
unieipal Acts 1899 provides the authority who shall decide disputes 
rales. ‘a statute -or a rule having the force of law declares 
‘the authority as a final one, and at the ‘same time it lays down 
3 ested in the Civil Courts, it seems to me to be an anomal: 
few words. omit, Sir, that my resolution be accepted b; 








t& _ in-such a'sense as to preclude the jurisdicti of the Courts. What 


ies 
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To take the first one: the rule as it stands and which he wratite to y 

change is this :— Ss seadey feces romave dh 
‘Any person qualified to vote under these rules and not disqualified 

under section 57 shall be. qualified to be elected a Commissioner.’ : ‘ 


My friend wants to add to that, that not only must he not saffer from 
a disqualification undet section 57, but he must not have been removed. 
by Government under section 19. ‘There is a section in the Act which 
provides that any person so removed shall not be capable of being elected 
as Commissioner unless he has obtained the consent of the Government ; my 
friend says that » person removed shall not, be elected a Commissioner, unless 
he has obtained the consent. of, the Government, but this is in the Act now. 
T do not see why he asks the Council to consider this at all. That. is. with 
regard to the first portion of the resolution. All the answer that I can 
give to my Hon'ble frignd is that the change which he seeks to introduce. is 

- absolutely unnecessary, being provided by the Act itself—section 22. 


Then we may take the next one. Rule 14 which provides. that, every 
candidate for election’shall, send his name to the Chairman in writing a 
certain number of days previous to the election and his proposer and. secon- 
der must subscribe their names to the paper and eight other electors besides. 
Then the rule goes on to say, *‘The Chairman shall put upa list of all candi- 
dates in the same form at the municipal office not less than 15 days before 
the date of election,’ My friend wants to add to that, that the Chairman. 
‘before publishing that list must decide as to whether the form that has been 
sent in has the names of the proposer and seconder and eight other names 
that are required, and that it has been sent in time before he includes them 
in the list to be published. But surely that.is the rule now. The Chairman 
shall publish the names of all persons who have sent in their names in. time, 
but if the time is past and a man.sends in his name and that of the seconder 
and proposer and so forth the Chairman simply puts it away, and says that ‘I 
cannot publish your name as you have not come in time.’ He does decide 
necessarily a8 to whether the form is correct, ‘Then you add-nothing to the 
rules by saying that he must decide whether the paper is in accordance’ with 
form or not. He must decide.it before he publishes the list. There is no 
harm in accepting the Hon’ble Member's proposal ; but, as a matter of draft- 
ing, I do not think it is necessary, nor I venture to say, with all respect to 
the Hon’ble Member, do'l see the necessity of troubling the Council ‘about 
such a matter at all. ‘ Sa soe ttle 


~, Let us take the next one ; ‘The Chairman shall decide and:his decision 

is final.’ I may point, qut that my friend quotes the rule (29) wrongly. The 
words in the rule are ‘shall be final’ and not ‘is final.’ My friend has. 

pointed out that it is not final in the sense that you cannot to the Oivil 
Courts about it, because there is a section which says dist although the 
Magistrate decides on any particular point, if a man ia aggrieved he may go 
tothe Qivil Court and contest the decision of the Magistrate ; but all that was 
meant by saying that the decision of the Magistrate shall be final was’ 
that there shall not be an appeal to the Commissioner and from the Commis- 
sioner to the Local Government. And so’faras the preliminary dispute is — 
concerned, apart from the Civil Court, you shall not go to any higher a : 
than the Magistrate. There is a section in the Act that jt shall not be final 
redo 

i 7 want? I cap only say that alth all these three amen 


ments are 

fective in some respects they are harmless, and I donot see any necessity 

for any one of them, and I should, as a draftsman, be inclined to thi 

- the rules, as they at present exist, are better drafted than they wou 
amy_friend’s suj were accepted. I would, therefore, 
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© The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 


ering the rules as well as the Act, his suggestions with d to the: 
atters will be attentively and respectfully considered.” - regard to “ 





; 4 é 
The Hon’ble Rar Mawenpra Ouanpra Mirra Bauapur said:— — ~ 


“Sir, I submit that I would not have come to this Council, had not. the 
question come up for consideration before the Civil Courts. I do not think 
is necessary to refer to concrete cases ; but I may. refer to the amendment 
which I propose with regard to rule 14. As a matter of fact, the Chairman, 
under that rule, is required to pttblish the names ; but cases occurred in 
which the authority of the Chairman was questioned and he was asked to 
publish the list according to form. It is necessary that the form should 
‘contain the names of:the proposers and seconders, as well as those of eight 
| - supporters. Supposing it is found that the supporters ave not qualified voters ; 
still the Chairman was pressed to publish the notice. in Form B, If he 
‘refused to do so, he was dragged into the Civil Courts on the ground that he 
had no anthority to decide the question whether the notice was in due 
compliance with the requirements of the rule. As the. Hon'ble Member in 
peace considers that it is a harmless rule, I submit, for the consideration of 
the Council, that such alterations as I suggest, viz., the addition of a few 
words ‘that the Chairman shall decide whcther the form is in due compliance 
- with the rules’ will save’a lot of trouble afterwards, and that is the reason 
-why T have brought this matter to the notice of the Council. * 








As regards the second part of my resolution, viz., whether a person who 

has been removed under the provisions of section 19 of the Act shall be 

~ electetl a Commissioner or not, rule 13 of the Election Rules lays down, that ‘no 

matter whether a person who is removed under section 19 or not, he shall be 

elected a Commissioner, provided he isa qualified voter.’ Although I admit 

‘that the provisions of section 22 are not referred to in rule 18, that rule stands 

” by itself, and as far as the language of that rule goes, it clearly says that ‘ any 

person, whether he has been removed or not, shall be elected a Commissioner.’ 

Hence difficulty was felt. I therefore submit for the consideration of the 

, Council that if the Hon’ble Member in charge thinks that this is a harmless 

: ha I may ask whether it would be ‘injudicious to frame the rule as 
su, 


which lays down that a person removed under the. provisions of section 19 
_ may be elected or re-elected ; but so far as the rule is concerned it stands by 


‘itself, As the-rule stands now voters removed under section 19 naturally 


| rush in for election. 








Thon, Sir, with regard to the third part of the resolution, as to the 
words whether the decision of the Magistrate is final or not, I submit that 
it is the subject-matter of controversy in the mufassal Coirts and also in 
the High Court, and we understand that pot itheeeedang the expression 
that the decision of the Magistrate is final in the rule itself, the view.taken 
was that that his decision was not final. The Hon'ble Member in charge says 
the language of the rule says that it shall be final and draws a distinction 
»ween the expressions ‘is final’ and ‘ shail be’ final: My contention is that 
matter of controversy whether those words do not imply a finality of 
ion. Where is the necessity of sticking to those words ? In that view of 
matter, I approached the Council for the exclusion of the words which I 
ve already mentioned. “As the Hon'ble Memlyr in charge assures, me 
ese suggestions will be considered at the time when the Act is to be 
have no other alternative than to withdraw the resolution.” 


then, by leave of the Prosident, withdrawn, 








‘Hon'ble Member should not pross this resolution; but when we are reconsi-_ 


‘sted by me. I admitethat there is-a section in the Municipal Act. — 
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PART IVA. 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council. 





GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Cownetl assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915, 


‘Tux Council mot in the Council Chamber at Government House, Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the 14th March, 1918, at 11 a.m. 


. 
Present : 


His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Lawrence Joun Lumizy Donpas, Baru 
or Ronaupsay, 6.C.1.E., Governor of the Presidency of Fort 
William in Bengal, presiding. 





The Hon’ble Sir Henry Waeeuer, x.0.1.8., 0.8.1, Vice-President. 

The Hon'ble Mr. N, D. Branson Buvt, 0.8.1, 0.1.5. » 

The Hon'ble Sm Sarvenpra Prasanna Stnwa, Kr. 

The Hon'ble Mx. C. J. StzvENson-Moore, ¢.v.0. 

‘The Hon’ble Mx. J. H. Kune, 0.8.1, c1.u. 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. Donan, o.we. 

‘Tho Hon'ble Mx. L, 8, S. O’Mauuey. 

The Hon'ble Mz. F, A. A. Cowney. |= |g 
“The Hon’ble Lr.-Corone, W. J. BucHanan, O.1.8., Lats. 
2 ‘The Hon'ble Mx. C, H. Bowras. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 1A. 
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. - i 


_ The How’sux Mr. W. BE, Crom mado an oath of his allegiance to the 
Crown. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 1. - i 


The following questions which had been starred’ were put and | 
answered :— = 
_ By the Hon’ble Banu Buapennra Cnanpra Ray :— ve 


+. “1, Will the Government be pleased to state— ser Grante-in-aid 


for girls! schools, 
(i) the number of applications, for grants-in-aid for girls’ schools : 
in the Presidency and Burdwan Divisions, which have been 
rejected during the current official year, and 


(ii) the reasons why these applications were rejected 4 “ 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Matiry :— 

“(@i) Five. 

(#) The schools in Eencioer were lower primary schools of recent 
origin and the policy of the Education Department in regard to girls’ primary 
schools is that no application for a departmental grant-in-aid for any 
school is entertained ‘unless it has existed and worked satisfactorily for 
not less than a year. In addition to this, the grant-in-aid allotment at the 
disposal of the Inspectress of Schools had been hypothecated for existing 
schools and it was therefore not possible for her to make any new grants- 
in-aid, except by withdrawing grants from some of the older schools.’ 


By the Hon’bie Banu Buavenpra Cuanpra Ray :— 


*2, (a) Will the Government be pleased to state— - Aseinant 
Mt sl tt 
(®) whether there is an assistant inspectress. of schools for Pith! 


zenana work and for Muhammadan education, and Muhanumadan. 


irls! achools. 
(i) whether her work is limited to zenanas and Muhammadan r 
girls’ schools ¢ Z 
}) If the reply to (#) be in the negative, are the Government consider- 
ing the desirability of directing that the said assistant inspectress should 
give her whole time to zenana work and to Muhammadan ‘education? 


_ (©) If the reply to (ii) be in the affirmative, will the Government be 
pleased to state the exact amount of trayelling allowance drawn by. the said 
assistant inspectress, as shown in the travelling bills, for visiting other than 
Muhammadan girls’ schools and zenana work? 


Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the 

‘ in e of acivale, acsiGadey.and Burdwan Divisions, often 

ot said assistant inspentress to Hindu girls’ schools with her! If 
ag why? ‘i 


‘s: 
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Dias: 
(©, Will the Government be pleased to stato whother It is a fact that the 
officiating inspectress of schools, Presidency and Burdwan Divisions, is often 
accompanied.to Hindu _zirls’ schools by the assistant inspectress in whose 
jurisdiction the school is, the assistant inspectress for zenana work and 
uhammadan education and the local deputy inspector? If so, what are the 
reasons which make it necessary for the inspectress of schools to be acconi- 
panied by all these people on such occasions ? Ga kise 
x Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact. that, 
although the officiating inspectress is often accompanied by the assistant 
inspectress for zenana work and Muhammadan education, the latter's name 
«, ig not mentioned in the visitors books? ‘ i 
» Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Matury :— * 
” 4a) (® Yes. 
* (it) Yes, but occasionally she visits other schools under special orders. 
(b) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply already given. 
: ‘ (c) The amount in the year 1916-17 was Rs, 42. 
¢ 


(@) No. It has occasionally happened that when the officiating 
inspectress and the assistant inspectress visit zenana agencies and maktabs 
together, the officiating inspectress has taken the opportunity of visiting a 
Hindu school either in the same place or on the way, and that the assistant 
: ee has been present while the officiating inspectress inspected the 
school. 


(e), The officiating inspectress often asks the assistant inspectress. to 
accompany her to schools within the latter's jurisdiction. Tt is a-common 
practice for subordinate officers to be present at the inspections of superior 

officers. When the schools are situated in out-of-the-way places, which have 
to he reached by a long bullock cart journey or by boat, a deputy inspector 
th frequently escorts these ladies. The presence of an officer of this class helps 
, ‘ to protect them from risk of molestation and insult. 


(f) In view of the reply to paragraph (@) of this question, no separate 
reply on this poift seems necessary.” i : 


* 


2 


By the Hon’ble Basu Brasenpra Cuanpra Ray :— im 
Vieite by *3. Will the Government be pleased to state how many. girls’ schools: 
perros of within the road distance of 10 to 20 miles from a railway station or a 
halting place, have been visited by the Officiating Inspectress of Schools 
Presidency and Burdwan Divisions? e 2 


2 


° . 


Answerihy the Hon'ble Mr, O’Mattry :— 
“ Twenty within the last twelve months.” 


SEE Ey 


: i 





By the Hon'ble Basu Buanenpra Cuannna Ray:— “e age 
Vises by 4. Will the Government be pleased to state the names ‘of the model 4 
| Paepectrow of | girls’ schools which havaenot been prs by the Officiating dean d 
i ea schools in ;, Presi: and Burdwan Divisions, since her appointment as 


me oe and the reasons why they have not been so visited ? 
Divisions. pains 
x 


a 








Re AEN ated ™ hs 


Pant IVA] THE GALCUTTA GAZETTE, APRIL 17, 118. 


























Sh ea ta Me eho RNG lEaane: Blea, Selle ac 
oa be " ae Questions and Answers, a _ 
© “Answer by the Hét'ble' Mn. "Mani: Fe yd 
» | Phe schools in question are (1) the Sheakhala Model Girls” i 

* the district of Hooghly { Girls’ Shoot Man the 


1 f ie) the Kantaldah Model Girls’ School in. the 
Soe of Howrah. (3) the Paraj Model Girls’ School in the district of 
wan. ‘ 
~~» Schools neat class being primary schools ’the Assistant Inspectresses 
re directly responsible for their inspection, and it is not necessary for the 

_ In&pectress to visit fall of ‘them. Tt is not therefore possible to assign an 
particular reason for the Offg. Inspectress not visiting these three Bhools.” 
: , * 


* 


mt aas 
By the Hon'ble Rat Rapua Cuaran Pat Banapur ;— - 
oe > 


“*5. (a) Will the Government be pleased to,state since when one Jyotish ‘The cane of 


Chandra Ghosh has been in confinement and where he is at present confined? Jyotish Chnodra 


(5). Will the Government be pleased to make a statement as tothe present “"’*!"* @me 
‘state of his bodily and mental health, and to lay on the table a copy of ther 
* detailed medical report of his present health, as also a copy of his continuous 
medical dilatory. sheet since he -has been Pieced under medical oliseryation ¢ 
(c) For what period or periods has he been kept confined in avsolitary 
_ gel since his arrest in January, 1917? 
+ Mw) What was his weight at or about the time of his arrest in Janu- 
ary, 19174. What is his present weight? me 
~ (¢) Have the Government any proposal before them to remove him to 
Calcutta or to some other place where the best, medical aid is available? 


nswer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 





“(@) _ The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer given to unstarred 
question No. LXVIII at the meeting of Council held: on the 22nd 
January, 1918. - 

(0) @ Hon’ble Member is referred to. the answer given to unstarred 
question No. LXIX at the meeting of Council held on the 22nd January; 1918. 
Government are not ee to lay the medical report or continuous histor 
sheet on the table and this course would in any case require the sanction o' 
the Government of India. 

«»  (c) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer fe to unstarred 
question No. LXXI at the snesting of Council held on the 22nd January, 1918. 
= @ Hi it weight is 119 pounds; his weight on admission to the 
_ Rajshati Jail on 4th Pebraary. 1917 was 154 pounds. { 
(e) The mother of Jyotish Ghosh has petitioned that he should be * 
removed to a Calcutta Hospital, but Government is advised that specially § 
ant nursing and attendance is essential to his recovery, and that this can » 
provided in the Lunatic Asylum at Berhampore where he now is.” _ 


‘ The’ answers to the following unstarred quostions were laid on the 
table :— 


By the Hon'ble Rar Manenpra Cuanpra Mirra Banapur :— 


* * I. Will the Government be’ pleased to lay on the table a copy of the Damage by 
lowing bapers in connection with the question regarding the remedial eos, 
to be tal 


ken with a view to lessening the damage by floods in the 
‘Hooghly, Howrah and fide pois cnteiete — 





Annual sep athe rate sk she crops in the inundated area 
Notes of the Inep eee of Irrigation, dated the 27th and 


ral 
28th January, 1913, and 30th January, 1914, - 
: - il te 


: : 3 
iss eo ts 
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hh “gy Questions tind Answers. cana, coed 
2 4 
*(3) Flood report 6f 1913 dnd the Superintending Engineer's (South- 
i * "Westar Circle) note No. 7402, dated the Uith Beconber 191, 


»* (4)sPrevious flood reports of the Cossye and Northern Drainage amid 
*  .-. Embankment Divisions for the last, ten years, Ah agi 
“ (6) Mr. Horn’s note on the. remedial iveasures to be adopted to” 

mitigate the extent of damage caused by the Damodar floods, 
aed the 2ist February, 1902, and the orders of Government, 


a 


Gul on Mr, Horn’s report, - ‘ 
_ **(6) Final orders of Government regarding the construction of. & weir 
2 across the Begua Breach, 
- ¢ “ (7) Mr. Horn’s note on the Ghatal floods, Sy 
“ey = 8" (8) The Midnapore Embankment Committee’s report. of 1878 (pro- 


ceedings for January, 1879, Nos. 19—33). 
<* : 


‘Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. CowLry :-— <s 

. . > 
* (1), (2), (3), (4) and () Copies of the papers have been laid on the 

* library table. % 
rae (6) There were no final orders of Government on the question of The 
* construction of a weir across the ren Breach. The whole questién wan 
dSpped after the inspection of the Inspector-General of Irrigation on the 
28th of January, 1913. In this connection the Hon'ble Member is referred 
“to the Resolution moved'by the Hon’ble Dr. Deva Prasad Sarbadhikari at 
the meeting of the Bengal islative Council, which was held on the 13th 
of March, 1913, and to the Hon’ble Mr. Lyon’s ie aa in reply thereto. 
aid on the libr: 


“(®) and (8) Copies of the papers have been ‘ary table.” 
By ‘the Hon’ble Kian Sanme Aman Art :— ah * 
Mubanmadan © © IT, -(a) Are the Government aware that the number of Muhammadan 


ere inthe employgs in the Forest Department, in the Bengal Presidency, ate consider. 
Depacsincnt ably less. than those in other Provinces? ae : 

5 (0) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
Muhammadans in that Department in the same proportion as in case of 
appointments made in other Departments of this Government? 

¢ 
“Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— io 


“(a) It is understood that the Hon'ble Member refers | to, ministerial 
officers, foresters and forest guards. This Government has no information 
regarding the number of Muhammadans appointed to these posts“in ether 
provinees. 

In Bengal the number of Muhammadans employed in these ‘clypatities is 
as follows :— i 





- ‘Muhammadans, Non-Muban- 
. 3 madans, 
. (1) Ministerial Officers ae 4 a6 
es (2) Foresters... se eae | 31.7 
(3) Forest gaards PSE 29 307 ‘ 


+ ae ihe eS 
(b) The general orders issued by the Government of Bengal.as regards 
ministerial officers prescribe a pee of 1/3 Muhammadans tn, the di 
_ in which there are Government forests other than Darjeeling. These orders 
apply to forest establishments. No special orders have been issued regardin, 
tment of Muhammadans to the posts of foréster and forest 
 Sseiee - but the Conservator has reported that-measures have been takén to increase 
s+ the number of Muhammadans, and Government do not consider it necessary 
_ to pnescribe a specific proportion of Muhammadans for these posts.” 
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Questions and Slibivers. i” : | 
By the Hon'ble Mative Apvr Kasew?— ’ : ts ees 
ee ee ee 
B=. TH, (@) Ys iva fact that the Chairman of the Faridpur District Board unger patel 
ee opinion.on behalf of the Board to Government, without laying: Board and its 
tiie samié before the members of the Board at a meeting and that he placed “usim™en. 
"it before them after it was submitted ¢ a“ 
s» (b)"Is it a fact, that when Babu Kristo Das. Roy, a member‘of the 
Board, protested against the procedure of submitting opinions by the Chair 
~maif’ without consulting the rd, he was ruled out of order? > 


wid “i? a 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mariey :— me a 








* (a) The letter of the Legislative Secretary asking for the opinion of . 

the-District Board on the Bill for the prevention of smoking by juveniles was 
“received in the District Board office on or about 16th December, 1917, with 

i ictions that the opinion of.the Board should be submitted by 5th January, 
#1998. The District Board office was closed from 23rd December to Ist 

Janttary, while the Board’s meetings being held on the first Saturday of the 

month, there was no meeting due till 5th January.. In these circumstances, 

the Chairman obtained an opinion from a prominent.non-official member-of 
fheBoard. which he submitted on behalf of the Board. This opinion _ was 
subsequently laid before the Board and was approved by it with one exception 
regarding a point of detail. . - 

(b) "When the opinion was laid before the Board, Babu Kristo Das Roy 
expressed disapproval of the action taken and proposed moving a_resolu- 
cin to that effect. He was informed that in that case he would be ruled-out 

ler.” 


: 


‘ By the Hon'ble Basu Axuit Cuanpra Darra :-— 


IV. (a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to. the ‘The now 
opinion that has been expressed that the amendment of Article 459 of the Papen 
Giuil Service Regulations, which governs the retirement of Govérnment Sutotinate 
officers at the age of 55 years, will work great hardship upon those ill-paid Educational 
members of the Subordinate Educational Service who ip have ‘to retire tices. 
under the amended rule within a year or two? : 
(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing instruc- 
_ tiotls to the authorities concerned that in the case of tl members of the 3 
service who are due to retire within a year or two, it may be held that 
ir cases constitute unquestionable public grounds within the’meaning of 
the samended rule, and that the discretion vested in the aforementioned 
' authorities may be exercised in favour of these officers? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’MatLey :-— C 
 @ No, 


(0) No. In the case of each officer it will be considered whether there & 
are ial reasons justifying his retention in service.” : 


| 





a 4 a 
By the Hon’ble Basu Axuit Cuanpra Darra :— 


‘ Vv. (q Will the Government be pleased to state what action has tho imi 
_ been taken,"and what action is now being takeng to give: effect to the Embakmeut 
_ resolution about the Gumti embankment. accepted by the Government at, the "hme 
eting of this Council in January, 1917? ~~ 5 * "le 
b ontrae scheme been finally decided upon in. connection with the 
t : P et 


ve 
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i Te rey) hn me per cr tEAM ape er pend * 
é sath Questions and Answers. 
_.Answer by the"Hon’ble Mr. Cowney ect rigs 
nee x 
“ @ Im February 1917 the Commissioner of the Chi Division 


© Was requested to ascertain and to report for the information of Government 
x owhether His Highness the Raja of Hill Tippera was willing to“have a modifi- 
tes - cation of the agreement of 1878, so that in future Government may undertake 
i _Airect. responsibility for the embankments which have hitherto been 
“ _. “maintained by him: " pe 3 
» A reply was forwarded by the Commissioner of the Chi Division 
oat in June 1917 with the report that His Highness the Raja of Hill Ti )had 
Ny =... Ro objection to accepting the suggestion that Government may indent 
“ ‘direct responsibility for the Gumti embankments in future, and that he 
offered to contribute a reasonable portion of the expenditure for the under-¢ 
. » taking. On the 9th of November, 1917, the Commissioner of the Chittagong 
“Division was requested to instruct the Collector of ap to take action 
* under section 7 (2) of the Bengal Embankment Act, 1882 i . Act MM of 
* 1882), with respect. to the embankments on either side of the Gumti river 
in within the estate of the Raja of Hill Tippera. The report of theWommis- 
sioner under section 12 of the Act is awaited * 


(0) No.” 
By the Hon'ble Banu Branenpra Cuanpra Ray :— : uae 
P--eapen'tivure o@ VI, Will the Government be pleased to make a statement for the 
. edoeation by last 10 years, showing, year by year— . 
faganietriot Bocdes (a) the amounts spent by each individual District Board on— 
"4 i) primary education ; Ae 
(it) secondary education; and ot 
(vit) other educational objects; 3 } 
Ps © (b) the proportion which each of these figures represents of ‘the total 
Ss , actual receipts‘and of the total actual expenditure) of each 
. particular year? 5 ¥ 


* 


“Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Mauury :— a 


* “ Statistics of the expenditure incurred by each District Board on second- 
ary education and other educational objects during each of the ten-yeats and 
“on primary education during the years 1907-08 to 1914-15 are not available, 
“The information desired by the Hon’ble Member in regard to primary edu- 
_ eation can be obtained for the years 1915-16 and 1916-17 from column 17 of 
_ Appindix C, column 88 of Form IT and column 108 of Form IIT of theannual 
resolutions reviewing the reports on the working of the District Boards in 
Bengal for those years. ” 





ei 


” By the Hon'ble Banu Buapennra Cranpra Ray :— ? 
j iene of VII. ‘Will the Government be pleased to make a statement Biving the 
Sohools. names of such~European officers of the Uh age of Education as ‘hav 
: been employed on inspection work during the last five years, showing— 
fier “ (‘) their experience of similar work, or of the working of schools. in 


aa Europe or India, previous to such employment; 
~~ (ii) their length of service in India Prior to such employment; and 
(ii?) whether they had acquired iency in the vernacular, either 
before or after such employment? re : 


ig 


3 : Answer by the Hofible Mr. O’Matury:— + 
aoe An ofthe: table.” 


ase 4A etatement® is I 














a 


oe cere! sei a ines 


ine SE “If-s0, when? 


ie 
‘nade an inquiry into the truth or otherwiee. Ps 


contained therein? 
A dhe Government be pleased to ly onthe table the reports mie i 
the official visitor or visHtors in regard to Jy 


@a A. petition from the mother of the State 
was forwarded to the Government of India eee Feb. 

ee i 
ee. Hon'ble Member is referred to the antwer given wuestion 

een at the meeting of this cunei hel hal 





_ benno sen cu ? ie Sig : 
ea 


ce se ‘ith reference to the statement made in aiety toa question ‘The Rowlatt 
meeting, dated the 19th February, 1918, aepenting the scope Committer, 


oo eS Committee 8 seer ee A and the examination of individual cases, 
He Be ernment heen drawn to the reply to nestion No. 20 
oO 





gee Council on he 6th February 
son ain 1 it has been ta it the Committee is at full Nerty to ‘to, 
records of individual cases t 


the 
) Is it Sige th ae only papers of certain individual cases selected: by _ 
have | feck tse the Committee? x ea 


















ore ‘aia ital the att ‘of Mohini Mohan Samant, a. Bergeson 
¢ India (Criminal Law Amendment) Ao sl dir sik 


tion Government of Bengal, Political 
> 4th Palige for the removal of his : 
the groun: his alee in a bad state of ee ee | 


iat reference sa es said ror 





er ‘oR By 7 


Teen deena aaa 













ear ve Sat oe Questions and Answers. ; . 
i By the Hon'ble Basu Browenpea Krsnor Ray Cuavpnvrr :—. * 
40 accept additional work under private proprietors? rr 


(8) Tf. so, what are the usual circumstances ot conditions under which 


XIII. . (@)Are any officers who are serving under the Court of Wards Officers under 
“4 vet 


allowed to do so? 


wl we been so ited, ther with the terms and conditions of such 
permission, in doch Gass si : : 


er by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— _ 


Be in some exceptional cases. : 
ere the collections are joint and joint management is to the mutual 
advantage of the Court of Wards and the private proprietors. * 

». (¢) The-only officers who have been 'so permitted are Colonel Hodding, 
who. manages the Trust Spine? of the Dacca Nawab’s Estate; Mr. Meyer, 
who mi the portion of the Shaistabad Estate known as Aila Fuljhuri: 

and Mr, Johnson, who manages the ten-annas pone of the Mathurapur 

Estate. In these cases the permission has not restricted by any special 

terms or conditions.” . 


By the Hon'ble Bast Brosenpra Kisnor Ray Cnaupavrr:— 


XIV. (@).Did the Government receive, some time last year, a 
0 from the Secretary, Hindu Endowment Committee, Chittagong, 
praying for the protection of Hindu pilgrims at Méla times and of their 
interests at Sitakunda ? me 
__(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to state what action has been 
taken thereon ? 


“Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mauury :-— 


“A copy. of letter No. 342, dated the 18th February, 1918, to the Commis- 
‘sioner, Chittagong Division’, is laid on the table. 


By the Hon'ble Banu Brovenpra Krsor Ray Cuaupsurt:— 


XV. (@) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement 
‘showing, for each of the last ten'years, the number of appointments that have 
been given to inhabitants of the District of Mymensingh in the Subordinate, 
Judicial and Executive Services? ; 

(0) Are there any rules which require that in the distribution of such 
appointments the home districts of the candidates should be taken into 
consideration ? P 
A i) ih the Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of such 

yt Say: - ner 





oe? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— oe Sink 





nc) Will the Government be pleased to state the names of all officers 


the Court 
Wants 


Protection of, 
pilgrims at 
Chittagong. 


Lnhabitants of 
Mymonsin 


‘and the ie ot 


services, 





s+. “{a) A statementf is laid on the table. ata 
Ot @ ards the Judicial Service, no such rules as are referred 
to by» the mber exist, but, as a matter of practice, in making 





“appointments, the home districts of the candidates are taken into considera- 
Executive ‘Service, the Hon’ble Member is referred to 


of the Provincial Civil Service and the Subordinate Civil Service, 
y. The‘best candidate of the division is taken, irrespective of the 
»he comes from. Copies of these rules are laid on the table.” 
a —— 

Vide A Eo J 
% tide ©. 















les 11 and 3 of the Revised Rules for the recruitment of the Executive . 








7 ier gi 
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ee hs ex tases 
; “s Questions and Nikoors. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mn.O'Mats.rs':— - x Ue 


‘nment are not repared to undertake a ‘ mal census of the 
artisan referred to in the quéstion. The Hon'ble Died is referred 
to. Table XV-D of the Bengal Census Report for 1911, Part IT (Tables), 
ie “i Government regret that they have not sufficient information’ to enable 
#them to make a general statement of this kind.” 


By the Hon'ble Basu Brosennra Kisuor Ray Cuavpuurt:— 


XXI. Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing, 
district by district. details of rivers, waterways and khals which, in the 
interests of sanitation, internal communication and trade, need immediate ‘ 
attention and improvement ? Y m 


oy * 











Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowxry :— 


, “Tt is not possible in view of the. geographical nature of this pro- 
vince;-for this Government to give a complete and accurate reply to this ques- 
tion without a special, long and costly inguiry. 

.. Improvements are le in different. ties from time to time, as imper- 
fections are brought to notice and as the funds available permit. . 
“The primary object of Government in the maintenance of rivers, water- 
ways.and khals is to afford the most direct and safe means of internal com- 
imunication for purposes of trade» It. follows that, where such rivers, water- 
ways and khals are. efficiently maintained the interests of sanitation are at 
the same time safeguarded. ” 


By the Hon'ble Banu BroveNpRA Kisnor Ray Cuavpnvrr :— 


‘XXII. Will the Government be ‘pleased to state what Pertign of the Improvement 
District Board money has been spent in the improvement of silted up rivers of tivers and 
and choked up khals' in the Dacca and Rajshahi Divisions, during 1917? ind 


z 





Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, O’Matuey :— 
“A statement* is laid on the table.” 


By the Hon’ble Banu Brosenpra Kisnor Ray Cuaupiorr :— 


"XXIII. Will the Government be pleased to mike a statement showing ent silts in 
the total number of.rent suits instituted in the Courts of the different sc Division. 
districts of the Dacca Division in each of the last five years? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 4 ‘ 


“ A statement f for the years 1913—1916 is laid on the table ; figures for 
1917 are not available at present.” 


By the Hon'ble Banu Brovnpra Kisnor Ray Cuavpuurt :--— 


.. (a) Is ita fact that, while, sports are allowed in the Eden Sports on 
a s, they are prohibited on ae on the Maidan? Sundays. 
Tf so, will the Wovarnment be pleased: to lain, this difference ¢ 

te the Government aware that such. , phat of sports on 
on the Maidan prevents a large number of Government employés 
from indulging in sports altogether? 
‘ 2 Vie ¥ " * 
‘frie Aponte F 












Poaceae. moval of the Dacea School of Engineering to a new site? ~- 


Free supply 


of Co 
Gaxe 


faleutta 
tte. 


Inquiry into 
the conditionsof inquiry is being made into the conditions of the Brahmaputra and other 


waterways in 


Taster ongal, Waterways in the district of Mymensingh, similar to the Bd city ait now 


Manufactare 


sail in Bengal. 
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= ee ane a 
Questions and. Aneers 

Anata Lge aa ‘Hone: Mr. Kena : al AR le pig tte a . 

copy of the » form of “ permit for recreati¢ don 

the Ca Wis ‘aidan ” ins ‘been placed on ihe library table. of fhe 


ground on Sundays is governed by Rule IV of the permit. Permits in t 
form have been issued to all clubs concerned with the exception of the 


Cricket Club, which was using its ground with the consent of Gover ° 


before the system of formal permits was introduced, 
(ec) No: there are many. holidays apart from Sundays.” pa 





By the Hon’ble Basu Brosenpra Kishor Ray Cuaypurt:—~ 9 4 
XXV. _(@ Is there any proposal hefore the Government for the Te- 


rad 
=(b) If so, wilhthe Government be pleased to a ee any scheme that may 
have been drawn up in that connection ? it 
. Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'Matizy :— ’ 


oe 
(a) and (b) The Hon'ble Member is referred to paragraph 4 of Chapter ie 
XX of the-Report of the Dacca University Commission, from which he will 
observe that the removal of the Dacea School of Engineering from its present 
site was recommended in connection with the Dacca bile nde d scheme, ee 
scheme is in abeyance pending the receipt of the fore of the 
University Commission.” ‘There 1s no other proposal be! Government for 
the removal of the school.’ 


By the Hon'ble Banu Brosenpra Kisor Ray Cxavpiurt :— 


“« XXVI. Isita fact that the free supply of the Cateutia Gazette to certain 
newspapers has been stopped by a recent order # : 


. 


‘Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donatp :-— ie 
“Yes. It was found that the system of free supply in some instances 


tae arisen in somewhat haphazard fashion, and on no very consistent 
principle. It was therefore decided to discontinue it.” 


By the Hon’ble Basu Broweypra Kishor Ray Cxaupaurr:— . 
XXVIL.__(@) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any 


leing carried on in the Dacca district ¢ 
(0) If not, why not? ct ra ro 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. CowLgy ;— ai tangle 
“ (a) No such: enquiry is being made. 


(b) Primarily on aceount of the depletion: ab te ‘staff in the Public Works 
Department caused by the war.” 


By the Hon’ble Basu Brorewpra Ktsnor Ray Cuavbnunt:—~ 


ot XXVIIL (@ With re ee as question 
facture of salt on the Chit: the meeting 
on the 18th Februai ‘ast, will the Gorcuneabhe ee to ay 
the letter from the ment’ of India in Brat! eas 
randum dated the 5th April, 1917, was deawn up 1 ah tee reac 


(v) Is it a fact that the i Which resulted inthe aforesaid meme 
~ randum was peace’: confined to’ Western Ben; Bengal 


© 


Sd 











ie 
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: ? . - © 
bak aed 
() “ Specific sug¥estions.” re’ tosin’the fore- 
said Mer gabon in regard to Western Bengal prigr tot # sa Seay ¢ 
Pra te a “ + il 
: (dy what were those su; ions and fro hom di 
om abs OD wes igpesti a whom i they 
“© © (e) Was the purport of the said memorandum that suitable bri 
jog ei Sainen in the whole of Bengal? ~ Here ist 
pert (f) If 80, are the Government considering the desirability of removing 
this impression from the mind of the-Government of India in regard to the 
brine obtainable on the Chittagong side? yi ‘ 
_ -(g) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the answer given 
. y Sir George Barnes to question No. 26 of the Imperial Council mecting, 
=: the 6th February, 1918, stating that the Government of India are no! 
aware whether the Government of Bengal now consider that the manufacture 
ofsalt on the Chittagong side of the Bay of Bengal is possible? 


eS {h) Tf so, are the Government considering the-desirability of sending a 
® communication to the Government of India on the subject? k 

ee . ‘ 

. Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donan :— 





¥ 

‘a) “ The letter of the Government of India merely asked for an expres- 
aon of the ewe a the Government of “guia a proposal for reviving the 
manufacture tin Bengal, primari! e vacuum process, a proposal 
which was su; by tirenined officer A “fires teteinr which acre ah 
peraiee “4 at letter. Government are unable to lay the correspondence 
on table. ‘ » 


(2) No special inquiry was made. The question was reported on’by Mr. 
* Platts, Deputy Commissioner of Excise and Salt, who, as feere ny 


missioner of Salt, was fully conversant. with all the conditions in Bengal 


generally, and his report was with respect to the whole of Bengal. 


(c) and (@) No. No specific suggestions were received in regard to any 


particular part of Bengal at that time. i 
(e) The memorandum was intended to show that the establishment of 
the salt industry in Bengal on a sound commercial basis did not appearpro- 
bable owing to the difficulty in securing a combination of suitable brine, suffi- 
cient fuel, ready access to markets, easy transport, and suitable climatic con- 
ditions, in any area in Bengal. < $ 
(f) The Government of Bengal are not aware that, the Government of 
India are under any misapprehension as to the position, but it will be brought 
their notice in connection with the reference following the resolution passed 

ii, % the Council on the 22nd January, 1918. P 


r Re {g) The Government of Bengal have seen the answer in question, 


(hk) The matter will ‘be brought to the notice of the Government of India 
in the communication referred to in the answer to (f). ” 


_ By the Hon'ble Banu Brosennra Kishor Ray Cuavpauri :— 


X. .(@ Will the Government be pleased to lay on’ the table 
£0) if the prem pon ose, that has passed between the Government and 
1e 
to all : 


Court on of extension of the system of trial by Jury 

ae icts in the Presidency in which it i# not at,present in force? 

Government be p! to state what effect, if any, has, so 

~ far, to the Resolution‘on question moved by the Hoh’ble Babu 
_ \khil Chandra Datta and accepted by this Council ! 
Sam a 





Extension of 
‘the system of 
trial by jary. 





£ 
, 
f 
5 





a4 


Darjeeling 
Brahmo Samaj, 


Improvement of 
water-supply in 
Manikganj. 


Case of 
officiating, 
Mansifs. 


-~ 
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dae eee — : eal 
Satins us dnd nsw ast 
Anewer by,the Foie amc aan eilling ee 
Bites Say eS 


“ and (b) The question is now under the consideration of thé Govern. 
ment of India, and Government are unable to lay any correspondence, ‘Ob. tbe 
table ®t the present stage of the case.” 


By the Hon’ble Banu Brosenpra Krsnor “Ray Cuavpaurr:— 


heen camerepe cre tieivmies to sy unsaved, qution : 


No. XLIV of Ieth December, 1917, will the 
Moat further action has been taken’ by the Government to gee walich te the to the 


Dariecling ig Brahmo Samaj in the matter “of their grievances against the 
local Municipality ? cal et 

f roe « 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr..O’MALiRY :— i St 


“ Phere has up to the present been: no occasion for Government tw, tee 
further action.” 


By, the Hon’ble Basu Brosenpra Kisnor Ray Cuavpnurr:— 


XXXI. With reference to the answer given . tomy unstarred uegtion” 
No. LVII of the 7th August, 1917, and question No. XXV of the 4th Septem- 
ber, 1917, will the Government be ‘pleased to state what steps have been tak 
to improve the water-supply and health conditions in Manikganj subdivision, 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr, O’Matigy :-— 


* “fk copy* of an extract from letter No. 4765, dated the 80th November, - 
1917, from the Collector of Dacca to the Commissioner of the Dacea Division 
is laid on the table. ” 


By the Hon’ble Matrvr ASK. Fazt-0r-Hag ?— va . 


XXXII. (@) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a list 
of officers who are officiating as Munsifs in permanent and leave vacancies 
and as temporary additi¢ Munsifs, showing :— 

: (i) the dates of their first appointments, 
a (ii) the period of their service in such appointments, and 
(iii) the present age of each officer ? 
. @ Are the Government aware of the complaint that has been bie 
that 


“ 





. 


e case of these officiating Munsifs is a hard one and that they find pad 


very difficult to. maintain the dignity of their position? 
. Reeimvone aes rogues ota: 
UNSITs f y 
(@) Is it's tnchtha®these-oBieers hax to init for foatienciiie aes 
before confirmation and that, invariably ends are not confirmed my heyy aaa 
the age of 33 or 34 years? ve ere BERR vor tk 





Answer by the Hon’ ble Mr, Kerr':— 5) if 
i “ (a) A Siatomenit contain ihe partinti. mated 
hautzinisiace reader 


“No. 








itment was therefore reduced, and 
been, Pu eohtiy einer eet e 


year, the list will be in keeping with the 


intment at the avi age of 31 years, and 3 
ap} ce aa Similarly ‘sre v8 been cone at any 
T 





By the Hon’ble Mavivr A. K. Pazi-v1-Hag i... 


WKEX TL (a) "What is tite" avers number of vacancies in a year in Broteaes 
» the permanent cadre of the Provincial Judicial Service due to retirement and afer 
‘ae 1 to listed posts since the creation of a separate cadre for Bihar! 






AG 





_ (6) What was the number of such ies in each of the years 1915, 
010 end red Rae ¥ bse 
© @ Is it-a fact that the total number of munsifs is 245 and that the 
p i number of yacancies in consequence of réetirement has been reduced 
to about 9 or 10 a year, since the creation of a separate cadre for Bihar? om 
- (@) Are the Government aware of the grievance that is felt by the 
of this branch of the service that they can only. expect to become ako . 
Sub-Judges at or about the age of 25 or/53\if the present state of things 5 
continues > P ‘ * Pee he at 


pee a 





“Answer by the Hon’ble Mz. Kerr -— 


s (a) The average number ‘of vacancies from all causes since the separa: ms 
tion ot bie cadres in 1912 is about 12. — E 
 ®) In 1915, 10; in 1916, 15; in 1917, 11.” bar wh 
if gl (c) The total number of munsifs is 245, to which should be added 8 
wh ti munsifs who are practically permanent. The average number of 
mal vacancies due to retirement alone during the last six years is 8. @ 
A complaint of this nature has been made, but conditions have im- 
in recent . The ages of officers appointed in the parly part of 
to be St inate Judges substantive pro tempore ranged from 54S 
. The ages of officers subsequently so appointed have been between 46 
r The munsifs who on the Ist January last were'officiating as 
Judges were aged between 44 and 48 years.” « $ 
; Pade pou gpl : : 














Mavivi ALK. Fazt-ve-Hags— a 
di 6. Meng « h. 
TV. (a) Are the Government awate that sessions in schools ‘Dranete | 
he bes a es of January, and ‘at owt to the transfer ofgndicial Jat orn, ‘) 
ing the Puja holidays, the sons and wards of Judicial officers = 
to appear at the annual examinations which take. place in 
Gol where the text hooks are diferent? 
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Questions and Answers. yy 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 3 fs th, 


“ (a) It is the case that from a few of the coat eatin acu 
the Puja vacation, applications for postponement of transfer on the nig 
suggested have been received by the High Court.’ These were considered and 
disposed of on their merits. “There is, however, no reason to belieye that 
Ju ae poets in general find it difficult to make suitable arrangements. 

0. {Shy 
(c) Since the year 1880 it has been the practice to make general transfers 


with efiect from the re-opening»of the Courts after the Puja vacatién.” ‘In © 


the opinion of the Hon'ble Judges the advantages of men Biggs ‘outw 
any Drain disadvantages.” — 


By the Hon'ble Maunvi A. K. Fazu-vi-Haq :— » 


XXXV. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state what houses were 
rented Bor the Calcutta Police during the period 1912 (April) to 31st Janu- 
ary, 1918! 

(6) Which of these houses are ‘still in the occupation of the Department, 
and for what purposes ? 

(c) With reference to the answer to the above question, will the Govete. : 
ment be pleased to state with regard to each house— 

(®) the average rent received by the landlord in each case for 3 years 
previous to beep ige by Government; _ 
a) AS rent settled with Government, 
Gis the name of the officer who negotiated, or chiefly ovaaie the 
terme of settlement in each case between the landlord and 
Government; 
(*) in case of residential houses— 
. (1) the Municipal tax paid foreach quarter for each such 
i house; 
(2) the Municipal valuation of éach such house; and 
” (3) the approximate rent which such a house is genecet to» 
fetch on such a valuation? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :-— 

* (a) (0) (e) (di) and (v) (2) A statement* giving information regarding the 
rented aan at present in the occupation of the Calontta Police is laid on 
the. tab! 

(c) (*) and (ti) and (%) (2) (8) It is considered that no useful publi¢ 
pw would be served by directing the enquiries required for the collection 
of ‘this information.” ¥ 


By the Hon’ble Maunvr A. K. Fazi-vi-Hag :— ~ Mi | 
XXXVL., (4) Is it a fact that a Muhammadan sub- vorspeitad has been 
transferred from the Criminal ’ Investigation Department to be a junior 
officer of a thana to make room for one Satya Pada Chatterjea (or 3s 
Pada Chatterjea) who is junior to the said Muhammadan sub-ins 
(>) Are the Government aware that one result of this transfer 
to quality the Hindu officer, and disqualify the Mitaaakien, for the ste 
of inspectorship in the Caleutta Police? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“-(a) In the interesys of the public service a Muhammadan absinapeoton 
has been transferred from the ee — Dereeh & er his place 
has been taken by the officer named, 

(b) ELE Sesoo ‘ 


© 











ee 
° Vide Ape si 
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*  Questionsiand Answers. ‘ 
By the Hon'ble Mr. M. Asurar Aur Kuan Cuavpnuri:— ¢ 


XXXVII. Will the Government be, pleased t state te names of the 
papers to which the free supply of the Calcutta Gazette *has recently been 
discontinued, as.also. bey many of them are Anglo-Indian, how many. Muslim 
and how many Hindu? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donatp :— 


» “sThe free supply of the Calcutta Gazette has been discontinued to all 
‘the newspapers named in the answer to question XLIII asked by the Hon'ble 
Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri at the meeting of the Legislative 
Council held on the 18th December, 1917. Of these newspapers 5 are Anglo- 
Indian, 2 Muslim and 11 Hindu.” ‘ . we 





By the Hon'ble Banu Axs Cuanpra Darra :— Rin | 
. 


XXXVIII. (a) Is it a fact that, in 1915, the District Magistrate of Guan ticeow of 
Faridpur cancelled’ the gun license of Babu Ashutosh Roy, a zamindar of « zamindar, ~ 
Kabirajpur, and that the local Government, holding his order to be illegal 
and improper, directed that a license should be given? 


(0) Is it also a fact that in December last, the same District Magistrate , 
again suspended the gun license of the said Babu Ashutosh Roy? 


(c) If so, what were the reasons for this suspension ¢ 


(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of directing an 
inquiry to be made into the matter ? 


Angwer by the Hon’ble Mr. KERR :— 


“(ay The answer is in the affirmative, except that Government did not 
direct: the issue of a license, but’ instracted the Commissioner to deal with 
the matter in'the exercise of his revisional powers under the rules, 

(b) Yes. ‘ 

(c) In connection with the renewal of arms licenses for 1918, it was m 
reported by the police that a serious riot had occurred in September in con- | 
nection with the establishment of a hdt by Babu Ashutosh Roy. The Super- ay 
intendent .of Police recommended that the oe of ‘renewing the arms | 
license of Babu Ashutosh Roy should be held in abeyance pending the deci: 

_ sion of the Court in the resulting prosecution, in which 27 persons who were 
alleged to have acted on behalf of Babu Ashutosh Roy were accused. The | 
District Magistrate accepted this recommendation. : 


(4) Inquiries have been made by the Commissioner, who reports that 

“Babu Ashutosh Roy asked him to set aside the order of the District Magis- 

% tate. .The Commissioner considered the-order a proper ones and declined 

lirect the District Magistrate to pass a final order fore the decision of 

e criminal case. Government see no reason for intervening in the 
tmatter.” ‘ 





rage | 


U eo 
LIST OF BUSINESS ITEM No. 2. 


3p é 
_ The Hon'ble Mr. Donan laid on the table a statement® containin, 
: Oh Bihan raion in his reply to question No. XXXV (uinstarred) 
“ the number und the nature of criminal cases for offences committed me | 
ugainst, the provision of the salt laws, asked at the meeting of the Bengal ~ Pies 
i ee Baa il held on the 19th February, 1918. : ( 


. 98 Vide Appendix L. ° 
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Revised Financial Statement : Resolution. 


. Mr, Provagh Chunder Mitter. 

‘* 4 

LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 3. 
THE REVISED FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Waeerer presented’ the Revised Finaneial 
Statement for Bengal for 1918-19." * ‘ 


RESOLUTIONS. 
* APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. f. 
i 


The Hon'ble Mr. Provasa Cuuxper Mrrrer moved the following reso~ 
lution :-— : 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Couneil that— 


(a) a sum’ of one lakh be provided and a’staff be temporarily deputed 
for a period of one year for organizing village union societies in 
villages with a population of over 2,009; 

(b) this sum be met, from the provision of Rs. 6,64,000, allotted for 
coustruction of buildings in connection with the partition of the 
district of Midnapore. \ 


He said -— 

“My Lord, about the importance of mapping out the province into # 
number of village union societies, I believe the Government and the public 
are of one mind. It is a question of the utmost importance and whether it be 
in the region of Local Self-Goyernment or of Provincial Self-Goyernment 
that. the civic life of the province should be properly organized. Some time 
ago 1 put a question inquiting as to the rate of progress we have made in 
the past and the time it will take to map out the province into village union 
societies and the answer given was that. it would take 104 years. If il 
takes 104 years, thon, for all practical purposes, it is of no use to the province 
or to the Government or tothe public. I am quite aware that Government. 
is anxious to go on with thd -work of formation of village union, societies 
as speedily as it, can, and from: certain items in the Budget—I mean the 
item for the provision of Sub-Deputy Colleciors—I rather think. that the: 
Government desires to take up the question in right earnost, and although 
the public and the Government are agreed on the question, it is perhaps 
just as well if we examine the situation as shortly as possible; I have 
handed‘ over a certain table to some of the Hon'ble Members—I am sorry 
Thad not a sufficient number to be distributed to all members—and they 
will find from that table that the total population of the province, as we 
all know, is about 45 millions: Out’ of tha’ orily 3 millions live within 
municipal ‘areas. With regard'to the temaining 42 millions the problem is 
how they are to be brought within the amenities of organized civic Hife- 
It is a very important question and it is hardly necessary for me to point. 
out that 42 millions out of 45 form the bulk of our population. Now, this 
42 millions of our population live in the.rural area. The total rura}] area is 
about 67,000 square miles out of which 45,000 square miles is the totab 
cropped area and 10,500 square miles is the total’forest area. So that if we 
take the total of the .cropped area and the total of the forest atea we find 
that the total of the infabited area is about 11,500 square miles: That area, 

_ of cours®, is scattered over the whole province. Now, the introduction 
of organized civic life into this area of 11,500 square miles being the problem, 
the question arises as to how to solve it. From a reading of the District. 
ee : 


‘ © Not printed in these Piadllage , 








, Hon'ble” ‘Provash’ Ohunden Uiiieh: : 


* Administration Committee's report and from‘cottain conversation’ [ i 
“some: of the officers, I believe that the view whiclt finds Pi nn pice 
map out each district into geographical areas and form village union cominittees! 
in such -areas: My point.is that, if-we proceed’on this line we are sure 
to meet with various’ difficulties. Each of these geographical arens will 
be about “8 to 10 square miles. according to the District Administration 
_ Comuittee’s report. Tn various places such arcas are'densely populated and 
in others the population is thin.) In some places the density is something Irke 
2,000 in the square mile and it, therefore, stands to reason that such places 
ave more important’ both as regards men and money ‘than’ areas’ where 
othe® pojulation is thin. ‘For that. reason I suggest that we shoul start 
with villages with a population of over 2,000. I have handed over avother 
table to some of my hon’ble friends, the figures shown therein will perhaps 
be found -useful., I have ‘already mentioned the total of the inhabited 
aréaand in ‘that area some of the villages and town with a poptila- 
‘tion of more than twenty thousand: are’ within municipal administration, 
With ‘regard: to villages: and» towns with ‘a population’ of ten to twenty 
thousand the total namber‘is 48 andthe total population is 674,185, Out’ 
of this 48, only 40 are within municipal administration or cantonmont limits, 
and 8 are non-municipal towns. In the second group will be found towns 
and villages with a” population of five to ten thousand. ‘Their number is 
162) with a total population of 1,084,422. Out of these 162 towns and 
villages; only 34 are within’ municipal ‘adzainistration, so that. the total 
number of non-municipal towns and. villages in the second group comos 
up to 128 with a population of 883,007. The Council will observe that 
the total population excluded from municipal areas are comparatively small, 
‘The next, group which I propose ‘to take up’ comprises villages and towns 
witly ee, of from twoto five-thousand. Their total numbet. is 
1058. ‘@ population of 4,858,299. Out of these 1,758 towns and ‘villages, 
I@only are within some sort of municipal or cantoament admivistration, 
Somthatthe total number of uon-municipal towns and villages in this 
group is 1,741 “with a population of 4,307,163. Then, in the next group 
will»be*found towns and villages with: a population of from one to two 
thousand,» Their number is 6,134 with a total population of 8,278,424. And 
out ofthese 6,134 towns and villages not one is under municipal adminis- 
‘tration. After an examination of these figures we find that the number of 
non-municipal towns and villages with a population of more than two 








thousand is 1,877 with a total population of 5,151,870 and the number of non- 


li¢ipal towns and villages with a population of more than one thousand is 
1 with a total lation of 13,430,294. So that roughly speaking about 
oné-third of the iapalaon of the rural area is under no municipal administra- 
tion.’ Souny proposition is this :, If-we start with towns and villages with a 
ion of over two thousand which have no: municipal administration 
theh it) is not at all difficult to assume 'that perhaps, by local taxation, about: 
whieh ‘there: will be powers under the ‘proposed new Act, ® will not be 
difficult to raise some five or’six hundred rupees from two or three thousand 
a The question of taxation “isan important one. It’ will ‘cortainly 
“Hecessary.sto raise taxation ‘higher later on: But as a beginning the 
presumption may be made that a particalar place with a population of two 
 orhree thousand is’likely to yield a better amount as its inhabitants are 
_ likely to pay: better and to interest. themselves in publie affairs more than, 
village with a-population of 260. If we proceed at our past rate 
t will take 104 years ‘to’ bringvall villages under municipal administration, 
ing the gedgraphieal scheme. But if we follow in the line set out 
“my resolution it will be quite possible, I exptct, that. most of our 
z ill be organized into unions within a comparatively short time 
“more ory results than che eh deseo scheme. It 
“said that there is ve necessity to get a staff. temporarily for this 
ie ih akg 














Resolutions. 
, “Hon'ble Bale Surendra Nath Ray. 


purpose... I will speak, to te Council presently on this point. I am aware 
that there is the District Magistrate who is anxious to do his best.\ There 
is also the-District Board. Now, let as first’ take the case of the District 
Magistrate: He is a person of multifarious duties. He is the-head of 
several:branches of district administration and however anxious he may 
be to.develop the village unions, he cannot do so without an adequate staff, as 
his time is more than fully employed. At.any rate.the fact remains: and our 
past experiences also shows and shows, conclusively, that from 1918. to 1918 
we have progressed at such a bad rate that by leaving matters in the hands of 
the District Magistrate, it will take 104 years to develop village unions ; but 
according to my proposal it will only take about 20 or 25 years at the most. 
What I suggest is that a staff of this kind, namely, a sénior civilian with 
four ot five Deputy Collectors in charge of each division, assisted by the 
necessary number of subordinate officers, like Sub-Deputy Collectors, ‘may 
begin work to organize unions in villages with a population of over 2,000, 
whose number, as 1 have already ‘said is 1,877: If you. depute a senior 
civilian who is conversant with local conditions, who knows the people 
can talk: to them, and if he: is well assisted with a number of subordinate 
officers who have specialized themselves in this kind of work, I venture to 
think that the work will be more satisfactorily and far more speedily, done. 
There is. one other point. [t may be said why not-leave the work to the 
District. Board. My objection to this is that a» District Board has only 
one well-paid official and he is the Engineer. And with all due: respect for 
his calling, I must say that by-training he is not quite the fittest man to do 
organizing work of this nature. If Iam‘right then it must be some other 
type of man and I think officers of the type I have suggested will-be the best 
agency to cfrry on this kind of work. is 
J have suggested that the amount necessary may~be taken from, the 
-provision. allotted for construction of buildings in connection ‘with the parti- 
tion of ‘the district yof Midnapore. That requires a word of explanation. 
‘There are two partition schemes—Midnapore and Mymensingh. I am aware 
that these schemes have beén fully discussed, local. opinions have been 
vonsulied and. then they have been accepted. 1 do not want ‘to: go 
behind that. But what I do say is this: that since August last and also 
since the policy inaugurated by Your Excellency’s: Government about the 
appointment of non-official Chairmen to District Boards and regard) being 
had to the principles of likely reforms in future, whatever these reforms may 
be, it may be necessary that our ideas of the partition of districts 
4 chaye to be revised. The districts may perhaps have to be in 
smaller units or it. may be possible that some departments may -haye 
to. be worked _ separately. So my point is this—I do not oppose the 
question of acquisition of land. in the case of construction of buildings for you. 
get the equivalent of money in land—but, as in the Mymensingh prison, later 
on, say after 4 or.5 years, it may be necessary in the light of new experiénee 
to alter our ideas about the selection of the site of the district town and 
the buildings already constructed may prove to be of no use then... Our 
experiences. at: Dacca and other places show how easily large sums of 
money may be thrown away, The partition of Midna will not be 
completed within a year in any case, and a further delay, of one year, 
without disturbing the scheme of partition, will show Your Excellency’s: 
Government what the future will be. That bemg-so, I submit:that if the 
money be spent on the village union scheme it will be spent for a far more 
necessary purpose, however important the partition of districts may be.” 
Heyy ait Se vif barre 4 
The Hon’ble Basu Surfxpra Nara Ray said: 
- -“T support with a whole-heart this resolution of 
| Provash Chusider Mite. " Your Lordshipiis probally aw 
Ata e este | 


i 








* i Hon'ble Sir-8: P. Sinha. 


the Local Self-Government Act, was passed in :the year 1885 during the 
_ administration of His Excellency Lord, Ripon. as, Viceroy and Sir Rivers 
- Thompson as Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. . In the year 1883 in anticipation 
of the passing of the Local Self-Government Act a special officer was deputed 
aby Government to frame schemes for the fdrmation, of village committees 
which the Government thought would have to be introduced as soon as the 
Local Self-Government Act™was passed, -and Mr Westmacott, the special 
officer appointed to frame this scheme, was ready with a scheme of 180 union 
‘committees in the year 1885 to be introduced in seven of thé most enlightened 
, subdivisions of the Presidency, Burdwan and Dacca divisions. But as a 
matter of fact no attempt was made to give effect to this scheme and we find 
that in the year 1913 only 61 union committees were-formed in Bengal though 
the Government were ready with a scheme to introduce 180 union committees 
so far back as the year 1885, and though.a special officer was appointed to 
‘give effect to the recommendation.of Government, it appears that nothing 
‘was-done by Government for 30 years, In answer to a question of my friend, 
the Hon'ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray, at the last meeting of Council, 
Your Excellency's ‘Government was pleased to give a reply-to the: effect that 
during the: years 1916-17 Government sanctioned the formation of 150 union 
committees but that as a matter of fact 107 union committees have been 
‘oreated. That shows that there were about 35 union committees created 
each year. My hon‘ble friend, Mr. Mitter, has told Your Excbllency’s 
Government to-day that. it is necessary to create at least 1,800 union 
committees throughout Bengal. So at the rate of 35. anion commitiees per 
year it would take, I think, more than 50 years. to create the necessa 
number of union committees throughout Bengal. But the rate-at whic 
union committees have recently been created is a-much better rate than that 
at which union committees were. created for the first 30.years, namely, from 
the year 1885 to 1913, that is, at the rate of twounion committees per annum, 
as only 61 union committees were created in the course of 30 years. It 
would have taken then, I think, about 909 years for the formation of all these 
union. committees. That these union committees are absolutely necessary 
was admitted by Sir Alexander Mackenzie when he was Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal. During his administration there was a water famine in Bengal 
and -he found that there was no organization in Bengal for excavating tanks 
vand giving relief tothe poor people. I know Government is fully alive to the 
necessity of creating:these union committees. Your Lordship’s predecessor 
in office, Lord Carmichael, said as follows = 
“You wish to ensure the’ money being spent to the best advantage of 
those who want to help. Tt’seems to me-that there is only one way of ensur- 
ing this to ‘entrust the choice of the work to the villagers'and leave them as 
‘far as possible to carry it out under your supervision. This is the essence 
of Local Self-Government and as the principle of circle system so strongly 
. advocated in the District Administration Committee's report a system, which, 
though I may not see it during my term of office,’ willpT hope, one day 
spread itself all over Bengal.’ r 
‘T think the best way to give effect. to this scheme would be to appoint a 
‘number of officers to be in sole charge of all these union committees and see 
that they are created as early as possible,” d 


‘The Hon’ble Si 8. P. Siyma said :-—~ 


“My Lord, I think both the Hon’ble Members who have already spoken 

on this resolution have cordially acknowledged the fact that the Government is 

~ convinced: of the desirability-of the formation of unidh societies and of village 

committees throughout the whole promese a cies steps =m es op 

~and are being taken, as quickl, ible under the circumstances, for that 

~ purrpo be: But I Teche tourbta tha? both my hon’ble friends were unduly 
‘ : Soy 
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Resolutions: 
Hon'tle Sir 8. °P. Sinha. * 


‘pessimistic as regards the rave of progress in the past.” "The figures of exist- 


ing union societies and the areas in which they have come into existence are 


as follows:— + i 
At the end of 1913-14 there were 66. 4 
“i 1914-15, 76. fy 
¥ 1915-16, | BH. 
a 1916-17 5 WI er 


So during that year there were 72 union societies formed in the provinee. 
and at the presént time there are 250 sanctioned, and we have very hope — 
that they will be formed by the end of the year; so that though the rate of 
progress up to 1913 was slow, as the Hon'ble Babw Surendra Nath Ray has, 
pointed out, and though evenafter 1913 the rate of progress left much to be 


_ desired, I think, it cannot be said with justice that from 1915 there. has not 


been, if I may say so, a spurt put on; and even assuming that there is no* 
further acceleration in the rate now in progress, we hope to, have: the whole 


province mapped. out. within a: fairly reasonable time: But I do not for a 


moment suggest that wo intend to adhere to the present rate; \we hope: to 
make it much quicker. The difference between us is, firstly, as to the rate 
and, secondly, as to. the method by which this progress is to be given effect to. 
‘As to the rate, I have already given the figures which; I trast, will convince 
the Council that recently the rate has been much accelerated. As regards 
the method, my friend, the Hon'ble Mr. Mitter, considers that it would be. 
quicker'to do it not according to the geographical limits. of districts. and. 
divisions, but to take larger and more populous villages.and form unions in 
them before other villages are taken in hand. ‘Now, thore is a considerable 
difference of opinion as to whether that would be the quicker method-or not; 


but I would ask my hon’Ble friends to consider this fact, which, 1 think, they. 
have ignored, namely, that: within a little moré than a fortnight from to-day, 
viz., on the 4th April, I hope to be able to introduce the Village Self-Govern- 


ment Bill which contemplates the formation-of village committees throughout © 


the province and defines the functions which will belong to them and the * 


proeedure by which they are to be formed. Therefore, 1 venture to think 
that it would be premature to consider the question of the staff or the method 
by which this is to be given effect: to, until the Council has discussed the 
nature and functions of these union committees, which we propose to form. 
On the 4th April, we. propose to introduce the Bill, subject. only: to the 
proviso that the Secretary of State does, not veto the proposed Bill-in the 
meantime. 1, would, therefore, ask the Council to defer the consideration 
of this question until the Village Self-Government, Bill is before it, In the 
meantime, let me tell the Council as to. what we have heen doing in the 
matter of increased staff. There are at. present 40 Sub-Deputy Collectors 
employed as. circle officers, one of Whose principal duties is to assist in the 
formation of these union societies, and I may claim for them fairly that their 
work during the last two. years bas been satisfactory, haying regard to the 
numbers I have already quoted. We have already applied for sanction to 
have a staff of 238, in place of the 40, whom we how employ—238 will include 
a leave reserve of 88. It is obvious that we have to wait for sanction before 


~ we can employ them and even when we do get sanction, we do not expect to — 
7 ea 


be able to employ them all at onve. hut gradually as the work progres: 
asfunds permit. That is the ideal we have set before ourselves. as, to 
increased staff, for the purpose of carrying out, amongst others, the mapping 
‘out of the whole province into union-societies, so far as regards the’ rate of. 
‘progress. i oy Pe isnan dak Jew rnws er tes 
"As regards the method, ‘as Ihave said, there is room for 
difference of opinion, and my. friend thinks that by pi 
district we should not get on quickly. Wey other: 
to proceed systematically and district: by j 
a Te eer : 
Osc He ose 


























APRIL 17, 1918, 447 | 


a ee — = 




















Resolutions. 
Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. 


Couneil that it is not so diffieult, as my friend imagines, to do it district by 
district. We have done it already with regard to one of the largest districts, 
namely, Dacea ; we have done it almost entirély with regard to another fairly 
large district—Rangpur. There is no reason why. with the same method and 
with inereased staff, we should not be able, within, neither 104 years as 
the Hon'ble Mr. Mitter thinks, nor 50 years as the Hon’ble Babu Surendra 
Nath Ray thinks, but, within a fairly reasonable time to proceed systema- 
tically and divide the whole of the province into village committeos 
as proposed by our Bill. But the reason why, even if we get sanction 
for 238 officors, we cannot do it all at once is this: we cannot possibly 
spare 238 officers out of the general staff that we have and it is not easy to 
get officers on the spur of the moment to do this particular spacial work 
which requires a certain amount of discretion and a great deal of knowledge 
with regard to the areas involved. Therefore, I wish to point out three 
things to this Council ; firstly, that we should await until we know exactly the 
nature and functions of the village committees that are going to be consti- 
tuted under the Act ; secondly, that it would be better to proceed systematic- 
ally and scientifically in the way we have been doing, district by district, 
and not to take a number of villages scattered all over the province, the 
difficulties will only be increased if we have subsequently to revise the 
areas ; and, thirdly, we have already applied for a large increase in the 
staff, and we hope, with increased staff, to accelerate the rate of progress very 
much further. There is no reason to apprehend that it will be an unreason- 
ably long time before we can initiate the system in its entirety. For these 
reasons, I would ask the Council not to accept this resolution, but 1 can 
assure my friend that the matter is receiving the most earnest and serious 
consideration of Government and we are anxious to get on as quickly as 
we can. 





The Hon’ble Mz. Provasa Cuuxper Mirrer said :— 


“My Lord, if my hon’ble friend’s assurance about the formation. of 
village union committees at an early date really carried conviction with me 
I would have hesitatingly withdrawn this resolution. But, from the figures 
which my hon’ble friend has himself quoted, namely, that in the year 1917-18 
the total number of village committees formed was 156 and in the current year 
the total number of villago union committees which he expects will bo formed 
will be 250, I would ask the Council to exainine what time it is likely to take. 
Ladmit at once that the position is far better than the previous estimate 
104 years; but taking at the rate of 156 the position is this ; the total 
area is 67,000 square miles and the average area is 10 square miles ; therefore, 
we want about 7,000 village union committees according to the present idea of 
Government, that is, at the rate of 156. year—that was the rate of last year— 


-it would take about 42 or 43 years. Now, at the rate of 250 a year—the rate 


promised to us—it will take about 26 or 27 years. I fully appreciate the 
difficulties of the Government in this matter, yet if I press for this resolution, 


- Tdoitin the hope that energetic action in this direction will ultimately 


minimize many of the difficulties that confront the Government at the 
present moment, Now, my Lord, whether the period be 26 to 27 years or 
42 to 43 years is not at all a speedy solution. 


The next point of my hon’ble frien# is this: that. the Village Self-Gov- 
ernment Bill will be introdiced in April next, subject of course to the sanc- 
tion ofthe Secretary of State. We all know what delay takes place before the 
necessary sanction is obtained and. what furthor dolay often takes place before 

Bill is passed into law and in bringing the Act into working order, but every 
is precious, and if in the meantime the Government will have formed 
number of village union committees the Act will come into force 





ear i 
under improved conditions, whereas delay will add togthe ditliculties of the 





448 THE CALCUTTA GAZETIE, APRIL 17, 1918. | [Parr iY. 








intimal +H 
Resolutions. 
Sir 8. P. Sinha, 


situation. Therefore, however, cogent the reason may be that any big scheme 
ought to wait till the Act is passed, it is no reason why an attempt should not 
be-made to form societies in respect of about one-eighth or one-sixteenth of 
the population in rural areas. 


The next point of my hon’ble friend is that an improyed staff is expect- 
ed and that 40 Sub-Deputy ‘Collectors have been working. I thank my 
hon’ble friend for this information ; but these 40 Sub-Deputy Collectors have 
succeeded only in creating 156 village union societies in the year 1916-17. 
In the previous year, only 84 yillage uvion societies were created; there 
must be some reason for this apparent inadequate result,—for 40 Sub-Deputy 
Collectors to succeed in creating either 156 in one year or about 240 in the 
course of two years is certainly not a very good result. It is for this reason 
that I ask the Government, with all the earnestness that I can command, to 
examine their methods of creation of village union committees with those 
suggested by me. My friend has said that the method of proceeding district 
by district is the most systematic method. I quite admit it—I have not 
suggested that we should not proceed district by district. What I have 
suggested is that in each district there are a large number of populous areas— 
comparatively more populous than other areas, Take up the comparatively 

* more populous areas and try the experiment at any rate in some of such areas 
and compare the results with your own mothod. That is all I ask for 
because my resolution, even if accepted, will mean the formation of union 
committees in. something like one-eighth or one-tenth of the total area. 
Ido not claim that my suggestion is necessarily better than the method 
followed by the Government. I do-believe there is no school as the school of 
experience and if the past resulis have not been very satisfactory do not 
follow that method, but give the other method a trial as well and then form 


your own judgment. Iam glad to hear that in the districts of Dacca and ¢ 


* Rangpur there have been gratifying results. Next to Howrah, which [believe 
has a density of about 1,850 to the square mile, Dacea is one of the most 
populous of districts. It is a district where a large number of bhadralogs still 
reside in the villages. It is also adistrict to which much attention has been 

: eu by the District Administration Committee as also by the Government. 

oll, if the results have been gratifying in Dacca it is. certainly a matter 
for congratulation, but that is no reason why the other experiment should not 
be tried, say in Howrah. Now, as regards Rangpur. [would venture to make 
a shrewd guess. Imay be wrong, but. I know that the Collector of the 
district is enthusiastic in the matter and it may be that his enthusiasm had 
something to do with this satisfactory result. "The limited success in Dacca 
and Rangpur ought not to stand in the way of a trial of my suggestion in 
other districts or in different localities of the said two districts. 


My Lord, my hon’ble friend has asked us to wait till the Bill is_intro- 
duced. May I suggest that the consideration of this resolution be postponed 
for say six months for tho reason that after the Bill is passed we may have 
an opportunity of discussing this matter. I do not wish to press the 
resolution if that assurance is given.” : i 





Sah 





The Hon'ble Ste 8. P. Stviza said”: 


“T can’ give the assurance if that assurance will satisfy the’ Hon’ble 
Member that this mafter will receive the ‘continuous attention of Government 
both before'the Bill is passed and after the ‘Bill is passed and “sug 
tions, from’ my hon'ble friend in “meantime will rotcive 
consideration.” — , ; BRS Fa Se 
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Resolutions, 
Mr. Provash Chunder Miter; Rai Mahendra Chandra- Mitra Bahadur. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Provasn Causper Mirrer said :— 


“Tn that view, I do not want to press this resolution: 
+ ‘The resolution was then, by leave’ of the Prosident, withdrawn. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. uu. 


‘The Hon’ble Rar Mauenpua Cuanpga Mrrra Baxapur moved the 
following resolution -— 


“This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 


(a) provision be made in the Budget for the appointment of 17 District 
agricultural officers for each of the.districts in the Presidency 
of Bengal, where there is none at present, and 

“(6) the necessary amount be taken out of the grint, provided in the 
Budget for the acquisition of land in connection with the 


‘ partition of Mymensingh. 


He said :— 
? 

“My Lord, in spite ofa dislocation in business and financial arrange- 
ments caused by the war which has been embarrassing for some time past 
to the export trade of our country, it is a matter of great satisfaction to note 
that the Hon’ble Sir William Meyer has rightly observed in his financial 
statement for 1918-19 that ‘ our satisfactory revenue position is largely due 
to favourable agricultural conditions.’ Again he remarks that ‘the very 
favourable agricultural conditions which India has enjoyed have more than 
counterbalanced the prima facie unfavourable factors’ referred to in the 
Budget. Other heads of revenue under Posts and Telegraphs and Excise 
which show material increase are owing to favourable agricultural ‘conditions. 
Their results are reflected in the still further advance of railway earnings, 

The agricultural industry is, undoubtedly, the most important in our 
country, employing by far the largest number of our countrymen, and 

~ providing food supplies and raw products, such as cotton, jute and indigo, 
that are ‘of great importance in times of peace as well as in time of war. 
It is surprising that our benign Government are not doing much for the 
agriculture to. increase the productivity of the land and also to increase the 
income of the cultivafors who are now not in prosperous condition. It has 
been authoritatively stated recently in tho columns of the Englishman 
that ‘it is not too much, to say that in the war that is now being waged 
Germany has derived incalculable assistance from the scientific development 
of her agricultural resources. The agricultural chemist has so improved land 
of poor quality like sand-dunes and moor-land, by treating it with potash or 
substances containing phosphoric acid, and by planting it with crops that 
gather nitrogen from tho air, that in 20 years Germanyghas been able to 
increase the yield -of potatoes in tons per acre by 58 per cent. and wheat by 
60 per cent. But this is the common experience of countries that run 
agriculture on business lines, and the sooner the Government formulates an 
agricultural policy and carries it out the better will it be for the, staple 
industry of India.’ : y 

Mr. Smith, Deputy Director of Agriculture, Bengal, rightly makes the 

following remarks in the Annual Reports of Expert offivers of the Department 
of Agriculture, Bengal, for the year ending 30th June, 1917, page 5 :— 
_ ‘From the work that has been done by each Association in the past, I am 
vinced that when an agricultural officer ha¥. been appointed, to each 
tia pach Association will become the centre for real work.’ I understand 


from the Annual Report of the Agricultural Department that district agricul- 





tural officers have now been appointed to. the followin; r districts, viz., 
Dacea, Mymensingh, Faridpur, Bakarganj, Tippega, Noakhal, Pabna, Malda, 





y Sea eas. 
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Rangpur, Bogra, 24-Parganas, Bankura, Birbhum and Midnapore. It is a 
matier of great surprise that the rest of the districts in our. province is still 
without district agricultural officers. I find in the Civil Budget estimate 
that provision has-been made for three such officers, but I fail to understand 
why provision has not been made for the rest of the districts for the develop- 
ment and proper supervision of this most important industry. 

My Lord, I am not prepared to touch on the desirability or otherwise 
of partitioning the district of Mymensingh. But 1 am in a position to show 
by a comparative statement of the position of other districts. 

My Lord, in 1899, the proposal Yor the partition of the district of Mymen- 
singh was revived in connection with Mr. Savage's enquiry onthe notoriety 
of the district for outrages on women. The proposal was, however, rejected 
by Goverriment ‘on grounds of expense. 

At the present day there is no reason to suppose that outrages on 
women are more common here than in other districts. 

‘The great majority of petty criminal cases have their origin in land 
disputes, although they often appear under the guise of rescuing cattle from 
the pounds or petty assaults’ (wide page 121, District Gazetteer of Mymen~ 
singh by Mr. F. A. Sachse, 1.c.s., Edition of 1917). 

~ I quote the following figures from the Report of the District Administra- 
tion Committee, page 89, for consideration of Your Excellency’s Council and 
the tabular statements will speak for themselves :—' 


Offences reported to Courts— 














Mymensingh 20,239 
24-Parganas 89,9538 
Cases tried by Magistrates— 
a A 
Original gud Fovsons 
Mymensingh aes Pa ae 11,894 = 365 
24-Parganas mi wee vor 84,2811 268 
Number of witnesses examined by Magistrates— ; 
Mymensingh pe Plas 35,983. 
24-Parganas AT Ad 
Collector's correspondence— i 
j Receipts. Issiies 
Mymensingh. ... on ys 33,899 | 38,456, 
24-Parganas he. oun nee 39,591 BIAS] 5 
Total Land Revenue— 
Rs. 
Mymensingh cae sei <i 8,79,093, 
24-Parganas ee as ae wee 17,98,256 
« ‘ 
Government Dstates— 
Area, _ Revenue. 
Rs. 
«'Mymensingh 67°1 sq. miles 1,09,987 
24-Parganas 163 sq. miles 3,96,832 
Number of Municipalities total income— 
Municipalities, During 1916-16. © 
uy * Rs, 
Mymensingh 8 ie ie we 164,357 
+ 24-Parganas 23... we he -- -11,57,561- Ped 


» My Lord, from the above statement, it appears that there is io immediate 
necessity for partitioning this district. iti i te aie 





4 
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_ My Lord, it may be necessary to have partition of districts for adminis- 
trative ‘convenience, but it isa matter for the, consideration of the Council 
whether such kind of work may not be postponed and due attention given 
to the encouragement of agricultural pursuits. With these observations 
I commend this resolution to the acceptance of this Council.” 


The ‘Hon'ble Mx. Bearson Bett said :— 


‘ 
: My Lord, I do not propose to follow the Hon’ble Member into a discus- 
sion regarding the desirability or otherwise of partitioning the district of 
Mymensingh and the desirability or otherwise of acquiring land for that 
Purpose in fhe coming year. We have debated the question of the partition 
of Mymensingh very fully on. previous occasions in this house and we are 
going to debate it again in Resolution No. XX, when it will be examined as a 
straight issue. TI propose, therefore, in connection with the present resolution 
to confine myself 10 the subject mentioned therein, namely, the appointment 
of district agricultural officers. I can assure the hon’ble gentleman and the 
house that we are already endeavouring to provide a district agricultural 
officer for every district in the province. We sent up a schome to this effect 
as long ago as 1911, during the time of the Eastern Bengal and Assam 
Government. The Government of India thoroughly appreciated the scheme 
and they asked us to introduce it, in the first instance, on an experimental 
‘basis. We did so; and we gradually appointed nino district agricultural 
officers. Quite recently, ‘in October 1917, we wrote up to the Government of 
India and told them what we had done and assured’ them that the experiment 
was getting on ina most satisfactory manner. Wo, therefore, asked them’ to 
sanction the introduction of district agricultural officers in every district 
throughout the province. We assured them that, for two reasons, we did ‘not 
intend to make all the appointments in one year. In the first place it was 
necessary to look about and to get officers of the right stamp before appoint- 
ing them, In the next_place, it was an important part of the scheme to 
establish district farms where the officers could test, agricultural improye- 
tents before recommending them to tho raiyats. The Government’ of India 
have sanctioned our scheme and have sanctioned our proposals for introducing 
it. As regards the cadre and its oxpansion, I do not think that the Hon’ble 
Member has got the right figures. At present, there are 96 districts ; we 
have already appointed 12 district officers and we intend to appoint five more 


_ in the coming yoar. ‘That will bring the number up. to 17, and there will 


then remain only nine districts. We hope that in the course of a few years 
(say 5 or 6 years at the most) these nine districts will be provided with the 
officers whom the Hon’ble Member desires and whom this Government 
desires.as much as he does, I hope that, in these circumstances, he will not 
press his resolution, but will work along with Government to bring about our 
c 


es ommon object.” 





The ‘Hon'ble Mr. Kerr said :— 


vec fit att Lord, I do: not propose to go into: the general question of the 
al hana the tistriot of a because, as the Hon'ble Mr. Beatson 
has remarked, this matter will come up at #@ later stage of this 
debate... But as the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur has given 
» Council certain statistics, it is desirable that I should supplement them. 
Of course, it is well known that statisties in’ skilful hands can .be made to 
] sanything; but the statistics which I shall give will, I think, show in a 
jive manner, how extremely urgont the r®cessity of partitioning 


. 
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Mymensingh really is. The’area of the Mymensingh district is 6)249 square 
miles. It ia far the largest district in this part of India. “Its population in 
1911 was 44 millions ; itis now probably over 6 millions) In’'\1873, the area 
of the district was the same, but ‘the population was less than 24 millions: 
In other words, the population bas doubled during the last 45 years. ‘The 
work of the district officer has far more than doutled. The most striking 
proof of this is perhaps that in 1873 the number of pleaders in the district 
was only 52. There are now more than 400 pleaders and barristers:in the 
district, besides 884 mukhtars and 96 revenue agents. Most of these gentle- 
men, I hope, are earning a comfortable living, and it can be imagined what 
these figures mean in the way of increase of work in the courts and public 
offices of the district. ‘This increase is reflected in the inerease of staff. I will 
not weary the Council by giving the detailed figures, but in every department, 
civil, revenue and criminal, the. staf! has more than doubled since 1870... As 
he District Administration Committee remarked, either. the. work. of , the 
district officer at Mymensingh, in 1873, was ridiculously light, or it is now 
intolerably heavy. We know. from experience that the work of a district 
feriiasning b papnlaty of 2} millions is by no meang light...lhe work is 
quite as much as any district officer can cope with. The only possible con- 
élusion, therefore, is that for many yéars past the district, officer of Mymen- 
singh has béen intolerably overworked, or rather that the burden which has 
been placed upon him is more than he can discharge. As the Hon’ble 
Member has shown, there ate other districts in this ee ee in) which 
things are nearly as bad, but we are not concerned | with them at “present. 
The question before the Council is,whether the partition of Mymensingh is 
necessary or not, and to this, I think, theré can only be one answer.” 





Tho Hon'ble Rat Mawenpra Oxannva Mera Basapor said :— 


“My Lord, with reference to the observations made by the Hon'ble 
Mr. Beatson Bell who has said that there is every chapce of appointing these 
agricultural officers within a very short time, I have very little to say. So 
far as I can gather from his reply, several officers.are to be appointed. I 
thought it necessary to bring to the notice of the Council that these agricul- 
tural officers should be appointed at this stage. As has been already stated 
by, the Hon'ble Member in charge that there is a likelihood of these officers 
being appointed within a short time, that is, within about three or four years, 
T do not pross my:resolution. I entertain the hope that these officers, will do 

work in the Agriculture Department who, to my mind, are not now 

oing satisfactory work owing to the shortness of stafi. 4 


"With ‘regird to the observations made by the Hon'ble M. Kerr, T-submit 
that the figures which I have quoted were compiled by me from the published 
records, We have not access to the Government records in office, but we 
gather our figures from the printed papers or reports ; I have referred 
to the report from which I haye collected the various statements i 
I put before the Council. As I said 1 ain neither in a position nor have I any 
desire to search for records for the fiat has gone forth that the partition of 
_ Mymensingh'is to be effected. But what I do way is this that the acquisition 
of land in connection with the partition may be postponed: till after the ‘war 
ig over, That is theeview. which I entertain and that is the view whiéh T 
thought it necessary to bring before the Council. \In view of the assurance 
USinapa pare lc Mr. Beatson Bell, an assurance which T eann overlook, 
J think, ) with solution ole 
Fea) a Diese 


think, under the circumstances, I must withdraw 
‘yesolution wasfthen, by leave of the President, withdrawn: 
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Rai, Mahendra, Chandra Mitra Bahadur ; Sir Henry Wheeler. 


Kee APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No, III, 


The a Fe Rat Mawenpra Cuaypra Mirra Banavur moyed the ‘following 
resolution :— : 
“This Council recommends to the’ Governor in Council that— 
.« . (a) suitable provisions be made in the Budget for— 
attr © ap the Tropical School; 
3 is construction of the new Eye Hospital ; and 
necessary. contribution towards the construction of an exten+ 
aeinegon tether fropcal-Aelivcl. building :to. provide: for ain 
Institute of Hygiene ; and £ 
(b) the. necessary amount be taken out of the grant provided in the 
f Budget for the acquisition of land in connection with the parti- 
- f tion of Mymensingh. 
He said :— 


“My Lord, I.do not. wish to put forward arguments in support of my 
resolution because so far as the last part: of my resolution is concerned I have 
already brought it to the notice of the Council. With regard to the first part 
of my resolution I submit that it is hardly necessary to state that they are very 
useful. institutions, And I think that no speoch or argument is necessary to 
‘support my resolution which speaks for itself and 1 commend it for the 
‘consideration of the Council,” 












The Hon’ble Sir Henry WHEELER said :-— 


“Sir, the Hon’ble Member's resolution raises the matter of three projects 
about the utility of which there is no difference of opinion betwsen us. We 
are all agreed that they are. most beneficial.and the sooner they are carried 
out the better. The question of provision for them in the Budget turns 
rather on practical possibilities and their desirability in comparison with other 
schemes. [ will take them seriatim and briefly describe the position, and in 
the light of my remarks*I trast Hon’ble Members will be satisfied that 
any alteration of the Budget in this respect is’ unnecessary. te 

In the first place, the Tropical School is an accomplished ‘fact ; thé 
building is already standing’ in Calcutta (and a very fine “building it is), 
merely awaiting equipment and professorial staff. Unfortunately, owing to 
the war, we can get neither ; we shall have to wait until after the war before 
the school can start on its successful career and these deficiencies can be 
‘made good. Even' if we put money in the Budget for this purpose we could 
not spend it. 

« regards the Institute of Hygione, plans and estimates for that are at 
sent being-prepared, and we have been promised.a conjribution.of one 
th from the Indian Research Fund Association, which—if we take the 

srobable gost of the) scheme to be 2 lakhs—will amount to half the cost. 
We naturally intend to avail ourselves of this offer; and that is one reason 
we are not likely to be remiss in endeavouring to bring this institution 

‘nto being; another good reason is in order that we can make use of the 
_ services of Sir Leonard Rogers, to whose energies and successful efforts in 
~ securipg contributions from various gonerous donors, the Tropical School is 
Lied § indebted.’ We cannot hope to keep Sir Leonard Rogers’ with us for 

~ ever, and we wish to start the Institute of Hygieno while he is still in 
ah ‘There is, therefore, every ground: for ing this schome started 
soon as we can, but theré are practical difficulties about tho site, which 
involve the removal of ‘the existing cee ‘and these we hope to tackle in 
the current year, thus clearing the ground for the erection’ of ‘the building 
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Rat Mahendra Chandra Mitra ar ; the President ; Dr. Nilraian 
3 jarkar. . 


Finally, the Eye Hospital, it is true, is a very desirable work. It is - 
unfortunately expensive ; the estimate of cost which was.prepared in» 1916 + 
was just under Rs. 9 lakhs We have, however, made a beginning ; we 
acquired land at a cost’ of about 3 lakhs in 1916, and when it was represented 
this year that that area ‘would probably be insufficient, we have acquired 
additional land this year also. But I am afraid, that the actual building must 
Stand over for the present; we are already spending a t deal in various 
other directions on Calcutta hospitals, for example. the Medical College 
servants’ quarters and the servants’ quarters at the Campbell Hospital, and 
the Eye Hospital must wait until a more favourable opportunity, probably 
after the war. There is every intention of carrying it through, but I hope that 
in the light of these remarks, the Hon’ble Member will not press his 
resolution.” 


The Hon'ble Rar Manznpra Cuanpra Mirra Banapur said :—  . 


“My Lord, with reference to the observations made by thé Hon'ble 
Member in charge, I submit that this question ought to have preference and 
that money should be spent on it first rather than for the acquisition of land 
in connection with the partition of Mymensingh, Whether preference should 
be given to this or that is 4 question which thie Council would décide. My Lord, 
1 do not stand upon a higher plane; I stand upon a lower plane, but even 
standing on the lower plane, I submit for the, consideration of the Coucil 
the question as to which preference ‘should be given—the demands ‘of 
humanity or regard for administrative work. If preference is given to the 
acquisition of land, then I stand upon a’ higher plane. And in this view of 
the case, I press the resolution for the consideration of the Council.” 

The motion was then put and lost, 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. IV. 


The Preswwenr said :— ‘ 

“Owing to pressure of business of a semi-official kind, which he, cannot 
avoid, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter cannot move his resolution now.. ‘Under 
these circumstances, I have consented’ to postpone the moving of the next 
resolution (Item No. IV in the Appendix to the List of Business) uptil later 
in the day. The Hon'ble Dr. Nilvatan’ Sarkar will now move his. resolution 


(item No. Y).” , 4 
APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. v. ( 


The Hon’blo Dr. Nuntaran Sarkar moyed.the following resolation :-— ; 
This Coungil recommends to the Governor in-Couneil that— — “y 
(a) sum of Rs.'1,50,000 be allotted for works required for the poe 
improvement of the Sibpur Engineering College premises: ‘an 
(8) the expenditiire be met out of the sum of Rs. 6,50,000  pro- 
vided for land acquisition, Mymensingh partition. Ae, 





He gaid :-— : a at 
“My Lord, the Sibpur Engineering College has been in existencg on its 
present) site for about the last 40 years. But the sanitary conditionof the 
has been a troublesome question during: this long period. .At one time 

‘it was very bad 5, it is better now, and malaria, typhoid fever dnd. dysentery: 
are not 80 common now-a-days as they. were tet years ago. Some improvement 
has undoubtedly been made, but much more remains to be done. My Lord, 
the Government mind has. passed Patron different stages c 
regards tho question as tg whether the College should gt 
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present site or nor—and I do not beliéve that Government is cértain about it 
as yet—there was a proposal at one time for removing the College to Ranchi 
‘on, amongst others, sanitary grounds. Then there was another proposal, viz , 
that of selling tho College promises to ‘the Port Commissioners ; and one of 
the alleged grounds for taking that step was the bad sanitary condition of the. 
locality and removing tlie College to Dacéa. I hope ‘that the Government 
has now seon the necessity of having a higher grade Engineering College in 
or somewhere near Calcutta and that, ii spite of the fact that a second school 
of engineering may be necessary at Davea. I do not know what the recom: 
mendation of the Industrial Commission will be in this connection, 1 know 

. the decision of the Government will be very much influenced by the opinion 
* of that Commission: Bat at the same time we feel ‘that there is a necessity 
of having a higher grade Engineoring College in or near Caleutta yand if an 
gineering College is to be maintained in or about Calcutta, we cannot 
think of a better site than the present one. There is no reason why this. site 


could not be improved anil made as good as any in the town or at.any other * 


Place near it, provided that funds be forthcoming. I know there are some 
‘difficulties, but there are none that .cannot be remedied or remoyed. 
Tho most prominent of the difficulties is tho existence of the Howrah trenching- 
ground in the neighbourhood of the College. This trenching-ground must 
be removed from that site sooner or later; and I hope the Howrah 
Municipality will not only see the desirability, but also the urgent necessity 
of removing that source’ of nuisance from the neighbourhood of one of 
our largest colleges in Bengal. No doubt this will entail an additional 
amount of yearly expenditure upon that municipality, but I am afraid 
that this cannot be helped. As regards improvements in goneral sanitation 
there are many items on which improvements are required and the Sanitary 
Commissioner has inspected thy site with a view to report on the matter. I 
believe a very large sum will’ be required, but I think that witha lakh and 
fifty thousand a beginning may be made as soon as the Sanitary Commissioner 
submits his report to Government. This matter is urgent and I think the 
partition of the district of Mymensingh may wait for another year. Certainly 
the improvement of sanitation of one of the most important Colleges in Bengal 
should, from one point of view, be considered as a more urgent matter than the 
partition of a district.” 


‘The Hon'ble Mr. O'Matazy said :— 


“May Lord, there are two difficulties in the way of Government accepting 
this resolution. The first is that Government has as yet received no scheme 
for the sanitary improvement ‘of the Sibpur College. 1 see that the Hon'ble 
Mover has proposed to provide a sum of Rs. 14 lakhs, with which he 
considers that a beginning might be made; but we have at present no 
scheme before us and we do not know what amount. will be necessary for 
the purpose. The second difficulty, my Lord, is that if this resolution be 
accepted, it will prejudge the long debated question whethgr this College 
is to be retained on its present site or transferred elsewhere. ‘The Hon'ble 
Dr. Nilratan Surkar has briefly sketched the history of that, and it is not 
necessary for me to entor into it in detail. Tho quostion was raised about 
13 years ago—in 1905—and two years later a dofinite scheme was submitted 
to the Government of India for the sale of the property to the Port Commis- 
Sioners: and for the removal of the College to Ranchi, ‘on account of the 
unhealthiness of the site. It was then said that neither the students nor 
the,staff could work satisfactorily in such enervating climate. About 4 years 
ago the Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray moved a resolution in this Council 
to the-effect that the proposal to abolish the Civil EnBineering College at Sib- 
pur be dropped and that the College might be either retained at Sibpur or, if 
the present site was considered unsuitable, be removed to a suitable site 
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io Calentta or its immediate neighbourhood, or else be made a‘%branch 

of the propeged ‘Technological Institute-in Calcutta, The debate ended 

in the resolution being, withdrawn, on the understanding that the question 

of the training to be afforded to Civil Engineers could not be completely 
dealt with and settled, so far as the Government of Bengal was con-) 
cerned, until the report of the Public Services Commission was received, 

The report of the Public Services Commission has been published ; and. last 

yoar Government asked Dr. Bentley to make a thorough sanitary survey 

of the Sibpur site, so that the question whether the site was really healthy: 

or unhealthy might be decided once and. for all. Y 


‘As the Hon’ble Dr. Nilratan Sarkar has said, of late years, so far as can 
be seen, the health of Sibpur has greatly improved. There being so many 
contradictory statements about its healthiness and unhealthiness, we thought 
it our duty to take expert sanitary advico and find out what the exact state of 
things was. Dr. Bentley was asked to report whether the site was unduly 
amhealthy ; if so, whether that unhealthiness could be remedied and if’ it 
could be remedied, by what means, e.g., by improving the drainage or water- , A 
supply, and at what cost. Dr. Bentley has not. yet been able to submit his 
report ; but I understand that we shail receive it very shortly. I believe that 
le takes a favourable view of Sibpur, and that he considers that if certain 
improvements can be made, such as introducing an efficient sewerage system, 
making arrangements for an adequate water-supply, and also better arrange~ 
ments for the trenching-ground, to which the Hon’ble Mover has referred, 
Sibpur can be made thoroughly healthy. When Government receives the 
report, they purpose.to come to a final decision as to whether the College shall 

retained ‘at its present site and developed. From what I have mentioned 

Dr. Bentley's enquiries, I think the Council may anticipate that there will 
be a favourable verdict as regards the healthiness of the site. Should it then 
te decided that the College néed not be removed, Government is ‘ready to 
take up any improvements that may be considered iiecessary, I would ask 
the Hon'ble Member to accept this assurancé and consider whether in these 
circumstances he wishes to press this resolution.” 


The Hon'ble Dr, Nirraran Sarkar said :—‘ My Lord, in view of the 
assurance I have received from the Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley, I ask for permission. 
to withdraw this resolution.” 


Tho resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


‘ - 


| APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS, ITEM No. VI. 


j 
The Hon'ble Dr. Nizravan Sarkar moyed.the following resolution ;— 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 


(a) a sn of Rs. 2,00,000 non-recurring and Rs. 18,000 recurring be \ 
allotted for the purpose of enentne and improving the 
laboratories of the Mechanical and Electrical Engineering 
Departments of the Sibpur Engineering College. and also 
for strengthening the teaching staff concerned for the 
purpose of raising the departments to the University. standard ; 
and » Ye 


(b) the non-recurring expenditure be met out of the sum of Hs. 6,64,000 
provided for the construction of buildings, strates partition a 
and the ‘ecurring expenditure be met out the na) 
vent 7,61,000 provided for Police force under District Police 
‘orde. Aefe o mele ps ty ¥ seyret: BS 
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fr. Dr; Nilratan Sarkar. 
_ He said. :— ae 3 
~ |“ My’ Lord, the level of the engineering education has generally been 
accepted as the index to ‘the industrial position of a country throughout the 
world. With regard to India which is a part of a great empire the position 
is somewhat different in this respect as we have been hitherto drawing, so far 
_ a8 our supply of higher class engineers was concerned, from Great Britain and 
other countries. "But the ciroumstances have changed and are constantly chang- 
ing for India. The mechanical engineering classes of the Sibpar Engineering 
"@ollege were started in the year 1880 and the electrical engineering classes 
have been in existence for the last 20 years. During these years these 
classes have trained a.small number of mechanical and electrical overseers, 
Matriculated students are admitted into these classes who take training for 
3 years when they pass an examination and-after that they pass a year in tho 
workshops for practical training and then they go out as mechanical and 
electrical overseers. ‘They are a very useful class of men intheir own Way, 
I think the, time has changed when. ouly that class of men were 
required. A demand for a higher class of engineers hus been: suddenly 
* created somewhat by the new conditions that have 'been brought about by the 
war. On the one hand, some of our industries are multiplying rapidly. Only 
during the last two months three factories—two tanning and one iron and 
steel making-haye. been launched with a capital of over two crores of rupees, 
These and other similar industries that will come into existence during, the 
next few ‘years will require a large supply of well-trained mechanical and 
electrical engineers. On the other hand, we find that the sources from which 
we were hitherto drawing our supplies for the last 40 or 50 years are 
restricted for at least a few years after the war. All these conditions have 
created a necessity for training a higher class of engineers here. My Lord, 
the days of training by the rule of thumb have passed away forever. Now-a- 
days the idea of training mechanical and electrical engineers in this way 
appears to be quite obsolete to most, minds. Theoretical instruction of a’ 
-very high order must be coupled with practical, work for training really 
qualified mechanical and electrical engineers. The problems of mechanical 
and electrical engineering can only be tackled by men who have got a really 
high level of preliminary scientific equipment before commencing the mecha- 
nical and electrical studies...The prosent. preliminary standards of the,. 
electrical and mechanical departments of the Sibpur Engineering College are 
much lower than. that. It is impossible, for an engineering school to supply 
the type of men that is wanted for these industries,” Then there must be 
higher teaching for such men. Therefore, besides the needs of the-industries 
there are the needs of education. I can only understand the maintenance 
of a school when along with it a College is maintained if, for ho other 
reason, at least, for the purpose of supplying teachers to the school. An 
Socheonte school can stand only when it can get men of a higher type to 
perform the teaching duties. My Lord, if any progress is to he made in these 
subjects whether it be mechanical enzineering or electrical engineering, 
some of the graduates of Colleges must engage themselvesan extending the 
areas of knowledge by research work. There is thus the necessity of having 
‘a high class of men. No body can create this class of men ; but facilities for 
the development of such men should be created. T-feel strongly, therefore, the 
necessity of having the mechanical and electrical departments of the Sibpur 
Cc developed into a higher grade College with a subordinate school 
My ent attached to it for training assistants and overseers. I trust there 
_ ig an overwhelmingly strong case for gre the standard of mechanical and 
“electrical departments to the College standard or the University standard. 
a ‘there should ‘not be ‘a long delay. I know the Government mind is 
. “to be again in a ‘state of indecision as regards this matter so long as it _ 
feén at least two Commissions—the Industrial Commission and the 
sity Commission. But we have paid the penalty for this sort of 
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indecision and it should be removed as soon as possible. Certainly there 
should be a department in the only Engineering College in Bengal for the 
extensive as well as the intensive training of mechanical and electrical 
engineering. : 

My Lord, as regards the item in the Budget from which I want, to draw 
the money I think the partition of Midnapore may stand fora while in yiew 
of the urgent need of developing this College; and the police expenditure 
which stands at the high figure. of 47 lakhs will not suifer much if a paltry 
sum like what I have. proposed is devoted for such an useful purpose.” { , 


The Hon'ble Mr. O’Mauuey said :— si 


“My Lord, it is with considerable diffidence that I rise to reply to this 
resolution: When I first saw this resolution, I was somewhat surprised, 
because neither the Principal nor the Governing Body of the Sibpur College 
had”approached the Government and asked that the classes for mechanical 
and electrical enginesring should either be extended or improved. I beliaye, 
that Dr. Nilratan Sarkar is a member of the Board of Visitors, and I therefore , 
fullyexpected that he would put forward a definite scheme, on which we could 
obtain the advice of the Principal and the Governing Body; but he has.done 





no such thing. He has informed us that there will bea demand for a I aye 


elass of mechanical and electrical engineers, in view of the greater industrial 
activity which will ensue after’the war. He thinks that the present standard 
is low and that therefore a sum of no less-than 2 lakhs of rupees. non- 
recurring and Rs. 18,000 recurring will be required for the extension and 
improvement of the classes. It is very difficult for Government to accept a 
somewhat indefinite proposal of this kind and to agree that a large sum of 
money should be budgetted for without more tangible reasons. The Budget 
is gonerally prepared on the basis of schemes which have been elaborated, an 
here we have no certain ground to go wpon. 4 
The resolution states also that iv is desirable to strengthen the teaching 
staff concerned for the purpose of raising the departments to the University 
standards. I presume ‘that the Hon’ble Member means that the University 
courses for the degree of Bachelor of Engineering in mechanical and electrical 
enginosring should be adopted by the College. The Principal himself has 
snever made such a proposal and he is not in favour of it, He considersthat the 
time is not ripe for'such an advance and that'there is at present no sufficient 
demand for Bachelors of Engineering in mechanical and electrical engineer- 
ing to justify the introduction of University courses. His policy is todevelop 
steadily and not to proceed per saltum, or to adopt Coursés for which the equip- 
ment at present is not sufficient. An important scheme has recently been put 
forward, on which the Hon’ble Sir R. N. Mukbarji will shortly address the 
Council, for the development of the mechanical engineering department by 
arrangements for the training of apprentices. |The Biucipal seems to think 
that this should be the first line of progress ; for the rest it is desired to 
expand and imiprove the laboratories as need arises. When the new scheme 
of training apprentices is brought into-effect, the College will be able to 
mers its activities. For these reasons, I am afraid I must oppose this 
resolution.” “ “ 


The Hon'ble Dr. Nrvravan Sarkar said :— 


.' My Lord, it, is one of the most difficult questions which we Have to 
decide—the question of whether to raise these electrical and engineering 
classes to the University standard or not, I donot, mean that the College or 
‘that department of the College should be at onee affiliated to the Caleutta 
University or that there # a scheme evenin the University for these studies. 

_In fact, so far as I know, there is none as.yet, What.I mean is this: that 
there should he a grado of study, apart from the school grade of study 
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that at present prevails in the Sibpir Engineering College in regard to these 
_subjects. Ido not really understand wliy the Principal is against raising the 
Standard in these departments, Well if that be his view and if he thinks 
that their studies should not be raised to the University standard or the higher 
‘standard then we have reasons toditter from him. In fact this is our complaint, 
It is true, I did not approach the Oollege Council and I had m: qoabhe 
whether it would not have beon ultra vires if 1 did. . The College Council is 
concerned with the duty of administering rules and regulations that are in 
force there. It would be a new scheme with them altogether. If the Govern- 
ment desire or if the Government favourably looks at the suggestion, they 
will certainly send tho schema to the College Council for discussion and then 
it would come to them with some amount of Loree. _The question is whether 
these “studies ‘are to be retained) only in the- present state in Bengal 


_ of whether they are to be raised to a higher level. That is the most 


) important question. Of course I know that at the present moment there is a 
deal of uncertainty. There would be a good deal of uncertainty always, 


ae ithe circumstances that havo been created since the war have favoured us 


opportunities for deciding questions sooner than under circumstances exist- 
ing before the war. My Lord, supposing we contine ourselves to teaching only 

the lower standard of engineering, how can we then expect our industries to 

develop and how are we to multiply our industries in the future ? T for myself 

cannot find any solution to that difficulty and no alternative Suggestion has. 

been given by the Hon’ble Member in charge. It is quite open to the Govern- 

ment to have a College outside the University or have it affiliated to the Uni- 

versity. It is not the question before me just now. What I say is that the 

standard of studies must be raised higher. We must. hayo engineers with 

higher qualifications—mechanical engineers and electrical engineers. .That is 

my contention and nothing more. Of course as regards the absence of a 

Scheme, it is impossible for me to produce. a scheme at present. . Schemes ~ 
have to be made, must be made by experts. I can only throw out sugges- 

tions. I hope, Government will see the necessity of raising the level of 

engineering education in Bengal and accept my resolution with that object 

in view. 


A division was then taken with the followidg result -— 





Ayer 24; Noes. 24, : f 
| The Hon'ble Dr. Nilratan Sarkar. The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K.c.t.R Cat, 
i ie Mr. Aiminar Rahman, ; Mc. N’ D, Beatson Bell, 0. 1B. 
‘ Mr. Provash Chunder Miter. az Sir Satyendra Prasdona Sinha, Kr 
» Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, » Mr. C.J, Stovenson-Moore, 0.¥.0/ 
aS Babu Btojendra Kishor Ray Chau- b, Mr. J. H. Kerr, 





” t uti, ” 
Mr Aran Chandra Singha, iy 

y Dr. Debs Prasad Sarbaduikeri, 0.1.8, at 
Rai Debender Chander Ghose Baha- ” 


“dur, 
Bal Radha Gharan Pal Babi, re 
Dr. Abdulla-al. Maman Suleawardy. Ms 
Maulyi Abul Kasein, A i, Mn. F. Payne, ‘a 
“Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. i Mc! B. B. H. Panton, 
Maulvi A. K. Pazl-ul-Haq. » > Bai Priya Nath Mukhiarji Bahadur, 
.n Sabi AM. Seustiy 18.0. 
nae yee es ily, | we, Bl ajeoden.Batts..Mookerjo, 
Mr, Altaf ali, =” st 
‘il ek ‘Nath Ray Baliadur, Bist 
© Babu-Abhil Chandra Datta. " 
© Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Baha- ” 












ee dur. * 
Babu Surendra Nath Rey. we 
_ Babu Kishor! Mohan Chandbairi, a 
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‘The following members jwere absent :— fists igs deat Taree 


The Hon'ble Mr, 7. ©, P. Gibbons, K.c 
the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 3 
» © Raja Hrishikesh Laha, cre. ier! 


} f the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 





iy Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, ¢.1.8. » 
‘ Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar, u 7. 
es Mr. K. BY Dutt. 


3 4 q 
. The Ayes being 21 and the Noes 24 the motion was Tost. \ 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No, IV, 


The Hon’ble Mr. Provase Cuvxper Mrrrer moved tho following resolution + - 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— i 

(a) a sum. of Rs, 50,000 be set apart for deputing a temporary staff” 
for the formation of Co-operative Credit’ Societies relating to 
cottage industries and to agricultural produce; and 

(8) the expenditure be met, from the provision of Rs. 6,64,000 
allotted for construction of buildings in connection with the 
partition of the district of Midnupore. ( 


The Hon'ble Mr. Provasi Caunper Mirrer said :— 


“My Lord, the Department of Co-operative Credit Societies has done a 
a deal of useful work it the past, but that department has hitherto con- 
ned its attention more or less. to the organisation of ordinary agricultural 
erédit societies } even with regard to such societies, I believe there is much | 
work to be done in the future. I believe the total capital is now a little 
over 150 lakhs, but it has not yet touched perhaps 95 por cent. of the rural ~ 
population of Bengal, so that the Bengal Co-operative Department requires 
great development even with regard to.agricultural credit. With regard to 
the development. of cottage industries and of agricultural produce, I believe 
the department has been able to do very little, although the scope for useful 
work is almost unlimited. In.a town like Calcutta all classes of people realise 
the difficulties of getting wholesome milk, good fish, good vegetables, poultry, 
and so on. . Many_of us know the difficulties that stand in the way of 
eaclcennt of these humble, but none the less. useful products. As 
regards milk we know that it passes through two or three middlemen and 
perhaps the lowest middleman .working in the villages has only a capital of 
2 to 1,500 rupees and, it is natural that he has to make a profit of 100, 150, 
or even 200 percent... The result of that is that the actual producer does not 
get the proper value for his produce, and the consumer has to pay very much — 
more than the real yalue of the article. When we remember: that: Bengal 
is a land of poor producers, it seems yery necessary that these poor producers 
should be property, organised. We all know, what Plunkett, has done in 
Treland, and [. venture. tothink that much can bedone,. if not to the same 
extent, but to some extent at any rate in a place like Ben; ‘It is necessary 
that we should begin the experiment at any rate, Now, with regard to 
cottage industries, there are industries like weaving. \mat-making, shoe- 
‘making, hide-curitig on a small scale and perhaps various others can. be 
referred to. These humble producers, ignorant, as they are, ean at the © 
\ Present moment. turn out very useful articles: With. some organisation 
cautiously sound lines 
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indirect’ result and that is to bring/intolligence, organisation. and capital 
within the reach of these ignorant workmen. My Lord, it. may be: said 
that we have already a co-operative department and what is the good of + 
haying a different staff for this purpose. My answer to this is that the 
hands of the ypresent co-operative department are more. than — full. » Its 
work’ in the development’ of agricultural credit will necessarily take up all 
its energies and more than the energies that it can possibly. command. In 
the domain of lagricultural credit, perhaps one Registrar, even if he works 
as much as any human, being is capable of working, cannot do all that the 

* country requires of him, If, any, new organisation like the.organisation of 
co-operative credit amongst cottage industries and agricultural producers is to 
be started, that will at the beginning demand a good deal of the time and 

“attention of the organisers. The Registrar of Co-operative Credit Societics, 
busy as he is with his present department, can hardly be expected to give 
the necessary time to this new work ; and that is the reason why I havo sug- 
gested that a start might be made and a tempdrary staff be deputed—suecess 
will depend on how that staff works. It may be possible in future to’ bring 
all these different, activities under one Registrar ; that will depend upon 
the results of experience. At the present initial stage »when a good deal of 
pioneering work has to be done, it is necessary to have a whole time officer. 
Lihave suggested that a sum of Rs. 50,000 be set apart for this purpose, but 
I. do not for a moment suggest that it isa figure to which we must agree; 
that sum will be, to my mind, more than sufficient. The pay of the Regis- 
trar is, I believe, something like Rs. 1,500 or less. A few assistants and the 
necessary staff will not cost more than Rs, 50,000... This sum will- pay the 
people, and the Government several times over if it be employed for the 
purpose I have mentioned. ; 

Thave also saggested that this sum should be taken from the amount 
allotted for the partition of Midnapore, and net from*Mymensingh. If 
Government does not approve of my suggestion it may perhaps be able to find 
money frorn some other souree. I have selected Midnapore for reasons 
already stated. If we spend’ that money in the development of the organisa- 
tion of ‘co-operative societies for cottage workers, many acute problems and 
troubles will be solved and the poor workers beuefited.” 


‘Phe Hon'ble Mn. Beatson Brit, said -— 


“My: Lord, I am afraid that the Hon'ble Mover of this resolution has 

© | beewsocbusy with hieicther publiciduties and private. avodations that vhechas 
' not had time ‘o' study the publications of the Co-operative Department. He 
has more than once referred to the head of the department as the “ Registrar 

of Co-operative Credit Societies ;” that is not his title, and he is the Registrar 

of Co-operative Societies. Co-operative credit is merely one: branch of the 

work; and agricultural vo-operative credit is: merely a braneh of a branch, 

When my hon’ble friend has a little more time he might go through Appendix 

Gxof Mr, Donovan's: last report. There he will see a full account ofthe 

, ions of our non-credit ‘and non-agricultural societies ;"he will see that 

far from his excellent scheme being some thing new to the department itis 

‘exactly wliat the department has been doing for a number of years, and ina 

yery suecossful manner. He will find particulars of shoe-makers’ societies, 

- fishermen’s. societies, weavers’ societies and milkmen's: societies ; moreover 

when he has time to’ study,this report he will see that while in 1913-14 we 

had only 8 inspectors the numbers in successive yeas have risen to 10, 14, 

‘18 and. 22, while in the year which is about to'open we propose'to raise 

pote from 22 \to 38, that is; an increase of 16 officers. Many ‘of 

these. 16. officers will’ be: employed on the ork mint sheHon'be Momber 
has at heart, ni societies connected with weavers, fishermen, ete.,)an 

_socities: for the distribution of milk and other @gricultural produce. For 
Pe : ha 
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example, Mr. Donovan has recently inaugurated-a-society at’ Baraset*owhich 
is supplying 5 maunds of pure milk every day to Calcutta. “The new inspec 
tors will establish many more societies of this nature, while the new officers 
of higher rank—who will be practically Joint Registrars, although not yet so 
in name,—will supervise and assist them. How far the new staff will be 
distributed upon a geographical basis, and how far upon a specialised ‘basis, 
cannot be definitely laid down. It is contemplated, however, that several 
of the new inspectors will take non-credit and. non-agricultural, societies 
under their special care. Briefly, our position is this, that we are making 

* a very large increase in our staffin order to secure thé objects of this resolu- 
tion and that no case has been made for creating a new department—even 
if it were within our powér to do so. Perhaps in view of these facts the 
Hon'ble Member will not press’ his resolution ” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Provasn Cuunper Mirrer said :— 


“My Lord, I do not propo8e to plead guilty to the soft impeachment of 
the Hon'ble Member that I have not read the reports of the Co-operative 
Department. I may tell my’ friend that I have read theta very carefully, 
Even on the admission of my hon’ble friend what are the huge achievements 
of his department in the matter of co-operative supply of milk? In a town 
like Calcutta my hon'ble friend says that only 6 maunds of milk are daily 
brought.” 


Tho Hon’ble Mr. Brarson Bent said :— 
“My Lord, it is’ only one example.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Provasn Cauxper Mrrrer said :— 


“ My Lord, I know that ; but very great. advance may be made in that 
direction. The figure itself is its, own condemnation. I, may inform my 
hon’ble friend of a fact he has not mentioned,.namely, that. in the town of 
Dacea some attempt has been made towards such supply. 1 know also 
that Mr. Donovan is working as hard as it is possible for any officer to 


work, I may say this, without any fear of contradiction, that if rouge i 


the total number of societies we have at the present moment and if you 
deduct from them the total number of agricultural credit societies the per- 
centage of non-agricultural societies will be very small indeed. No doubt for 
years past some attention has been paid by the department and by Government 
towards , the development. of non-agricultural: produce, such as weavers’ 
societies, Muchis’ societies and other similar societies... I may tell my -hon'ble 
friend opposite that ] am personally much‘ interested in some of these societies ; 
but my point is that these societies’ vequire.a far greater development than the 
development in the past.:.1 do not blame any individual officer for this, but 
on the other land | praise them with all the praise that is at my command. 
The fact is that the staff is wholly inadequate. From my friend’s own 
figures it appears that up to 1913-14 there were only: 8 inspectors. My 
Lord, in a province like Bengal, with an area of 67,000 square miles anda 
population of 45 millions, can you possibly hope to do any real solid work with 8 
inspectors ? Subsequently they Tas 22 inspectors and they are going, to have 
38/in the next year. Is that sufficient? I may tell: my ‘friend that I 
know that some Deputy Collectors have been deputed to this department, but 
Tsay, without any fear of contradiction, that this most. useful department. is 
wi undermanned, pis total expenditure of this department is. small 
compared with that of the revenue administered, te it is a department 
‘on which if you spend .one rupee it will yield Rs. 10 inthe near future. 
Tt is not a dopartment you can afford to neglect, It is for’these reasons that 
T suggest that:more aitention should be paid to agricultural produce and 
cottage industries, I ani@ot,satistied upon a pais 3 perusal of the» reports. 
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it may have: done well in the past, but. my point is 

bar re. For these reasons I am hone Ido 

my pesclitiog, I would like to have the opinion 
Ss. : 


A division’ was then taken with the following result —.’ 


Nowe 17. 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K.0.1.8., 0.8.1. 


_ The Hon’ble Mr. T. ©. P. Gibbons, x.c. i 
ms the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 

Raja Hrishikesh Laha, on. : 

. the Maharajadbiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

/- 4 . + Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, ¢.1.8. e a 
_ Babu K..B, Dutt. 5 

- Babu Ambiea Charan Mazumdar. - 


“Tho Ayes being 28 and the Noes 17 the inotion was earsied: 
e Couineil adjourned for lunch till 2-80 vat ‘ 
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Dr, Niratan Sarkar ; Mr. O'Malley. ‘ 
tothe Rajshahi College on the 4th September, 1917 was 154 Ibs.’ The word 
‘September ’ should have been ‘February ’ and I direct that it be so written 

* in the proceedings’ of the Council.” ‘ 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. VII. 


The Hon’ble Dr. Niwraran Sarkar moved the following resolution :— 
The Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 


(a) a-sum of Rs. 25,000 non-recurring be allotted for. the purpose of 
constructing an independent system of water-works for. the 
supply of pure drinking water in the -Sibpur Engineering 
College ; and 

(8) the expenditure be met out of the sum of Rs. 6,75,000 provided 
as lump provision for additional foree and Police reforms 
under District Police force. 


He said :— 


“My -Lord, there has been much inconvenience felt in the Sibpur 
Engineering College on account of the inadequate supply of filtered water. 
‘The inconvenience has been allowed to continue for a fairly long time and 
that is my justification for bringing it to the notice of Your Excellency’s 
Council in the shape of a resolution.. To the medical mind the question of the 
supply of pure drinking water naturally appears to be much more urgent than 
the question of any other reform. ‘The Howrah Municipality cannot be 
expected to ronder much help to the Engineering College. They have not got 
an over-flowing supply; on the other hand their supply is very often short, 
The only remedy, therefore, liek in sanctioning an independent installation at 
a moderate cost. The College authorities are quite competent to look after 
the thing without any additional expense. The cost is trifling, the need is 
urgent, the scheme is definite and Iam in a position to inform the Council 
that it has the approval of tho Principal. A capital expenditure of Rs. 25,000 | 
deducted from a lump provision of Rs. 6,75,000 would very slightly affect the | 
Police reform scheme. I trust the Government will kindly accept this modest 
resolution.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. O'Matizy said :— 


“My Lord, I feel that no reply is necessary after the statement I have 
already made in reply to the resolution of the Hon'ble Dr. Sarkar about the 
sanitary improvement of the Sibpur College. There has long been trouble 
about the shortage of water in the College. It was brought to the notice of 
Government in 1915 and a small grant was made. for its improvement. The 
difficulty, however, still persists, a8 the Hon'ble Dr. Sarkar has told the 
Council, and the position is not satisfactory. We hope to take steps to, 
improve it. Government, however, wishes first to obtain the rt of 
Dr. Bentley and eonsider his suggestions, which, I know, will meet this ver: 
‘point. I ean assure the Council that as soon as Dr. Bentley’s report is 
received, if it is found necessary to take immodiate steps for the improvement _ . 
of water-supply, Government will gladly doso. I do not think it is neces- 
sary to make any deduction from the source mentioned in the resolution, as 
Government will be able to provide the fund from other available sources. 
I hope, therefore, that. the Hén’ble Member will withdraw this resoltttion.”” 


The Hon’ble Dr. Nieraran Sarcar said’ “In view of this assurance _ 
T beg to Ww this resolution.” fs ‘ " 


The re tion was then, by leave of “the President, withdrawn) 7 aed 
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APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS_ITEM No. VI 





The following stood in the name of the Hon'ble Banu Asma Cuaran 
Marumpar -— 2 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 


(a) a sum of Rs, 1,00,000, or such other sum as may be conveniently 
spared, be provided in the Budget under head “ Civil Works in 
charge of the Public Works Department " towards the construc- 
tion of a new record-room at Faridpur for the accommodation of 
_the Settlement records of that district ; and 

. (0) this provision be met by reducing the estimates for the partition 
of Midnapore and Mymensingh. 


The Hon'ble Member being absent the resolution was not moved and 
went by default. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. IX. 


The Hon'ble Sir Rajenpra Nata Mooxersee inoved the following 
resolution :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 


(a) provision be made for a sum of Rs. 50,000 for building a hostel 
for students for Mechanical apprenticeship at Kanchrapara, 
adjoining the Eastern Bengal Railway Workshop ; 

() the said sum be met from the provision made for Midnapore Parti- 
tion—Construction of buildings Rs. 6,64,000 and Mymensingh 
Partition—Land Acquisition, ete., Rs. 6,50,000, reducing the 
amount in each case by Rs, 25,000. g 


He said :— 
” My Lord, I am fully conscious how embarrassing it is to the Financial 
_ Member to be asked to alter his Budget which has been prepared with 
great deliberation and careful thought, but my excuse for asking him to do so 
to-day, is the great urgency of the case. This terrible war has brought promi- 
nently before the attention of the British Government, the Indian Government 
and ths citizens of the whole British Empire, how necessary and important it is 
to the people to develop the Empire’s industrial resources, and especially how 
vitally necessary it is for India to develop her resources in such a way as to 
make her an dependent industrial unit. The urgent necessity of the 
development of Indian industries is emphasised by the appointment of the 
Indian Industrial Commission at a time when the Government of India can 
ill-afford to distract its attention and use its resources for anything which is 
not of national importance. Tt is accepted as an axiom that to develop 
industries in any country three things are essential: to create facilities in 
finance, make scientific investigation by research and to get technical knowledge 
and practical training. No one of these factors can by itself lead to the success- 
- ful development of any industry. Sir Thomas Holland in his address to the 
Science Congress at Lahore the other day indicated the lines on which'the 
Industrial P itienisaoe proposes to recommend the establishment of a 
Tmperial Scientific Research Department. J am not at liberty at the present 
moment to make public what proposals the Industrial, Commission will make 
to create facilities in finance. That matter is more or less an Imperial 
concern, but the training of Bengali students as Mechanical Engineers and 


‘Foremen, thé object of my resolution, is the functions of the Provincial 
. 








‘Sir Rajendra Nath Mookenjee. = wi 


: Government and’ [ hope 1 am not committing any breach of ci 


~ tion that will inevitably; 


- thousand railway’ wagons annually for the next ten years. 
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- and Foremen, unanimously advocates giving these students a commerce: 


tte to 
colleagues on the Industrial Commission if I inform Your Excellency’s , 
Council that, all the, export evidence placed before the Industrial Commissic 
on the question ‘of the training of Indian students as Mechanical Eng 







practical training in some large workshop for a period of four to, five years 
and condemns the present metliod adopted in several, Engineering Schools ~~ 
which, in the-opinion of the experts. is quite inadequate to train alad to bea 
competent and practical foreman mechanic. | 4 
My Lord,, it is to the credit of the Principal and the Governing Body of — 
the Sibpur Engineering College that about two years ago, after having 
realised that the present system of training students at tha College for 
mechanical foremen is not suitable for giving these students a real practical | 
training, they formulated a sctieme on much thé same lines as now recom- 
mended to the Industrial Commission, and appointed a sub-committee consist- 
ing of Mr. Hornell, Mr. Adams, Mr, Heaton and Mr. Harnett, the Locomotive 
Superintendent of the Kanchrapara Workshop of the Eastern Bengal Railway, 
to investigate and report on its feasibility, After considering this report, the 
Governing Body of the Sibpur Engineering College submitted a scheme to 
Your Exedllency’s Government which, I understand, will be favourably 
vonsidered. To give eff-ct to that scheme the first, thing necessary is to, 
construct a Hostel at the Kanchrapara Workshop to enable Mr. Harnett. to 
admit Bengali’ students as apprentices to his workshops. Mr. Harnett has 
already got a number of Anglo-Indian youths, sous of the employees of the 
ailway, as apprentices. I will not take Your Excellency’s time by giving: 
dletasle of the training which are fully given inthe report. of the Governing 
Body, but it is clear that Mr. Harnett cannot admit Bengali students unless 
and until a Hostel is provided for them. Even if funds are available now it, 
will be a year before the building could be finished and ready for oceupation, 
Tam aware that the scheme now before Government recommends that the 
railway authorities should build and furnish the hostels, but it has to be 
remembered that the railways under present circumstances due to the war 
are unlikely to be able to spare the necessary funds for some years to come 
owing tb the enormous expenditure which they will have to incur to repair and 
replace their rolling stock and permanent way. Apart from this if time is to 
be wasted over negotiations with the railway upon the question whether they 
or the Government should pay this comparatively small sum of monéy a great 
opportunity will be lost. i 
My Lord, as soon as the war is over; which we all hope will be at a not 
far distant date, I need hardly point out that the impetus given to the 
development of industries throughout the British Empire, and other countries. 
also, will be unprecedented. Signs are not wanting that all the nations of 
the world are renee themselves and getting ready for the keen competi- 
‘ollow. My Lord, in my humble opinion the Govern- 
ment and the people of Bengal will be failing in-their duty if they donot. — 
bestir themsekves and make ready to faco this situation. In addition to 
the facility that will be given for the development- of industrieg, | may 
add that tlie training of Bengali youths as mechanics will create new 
openings and improve the economic situation and thus divert their minds 
from unhealthy political activities. Only the other day the Governmen 
of India announced their decision to guarantee the purchase in India ae ee 
on such 
a scale as this will undoubtedly tend to create a great demand for the 
services of mechanic! engineers and foremen. It has) always. been dif 
‘even for Enropean fi to import mechanical foremen who often show an | 
gress. Har unfavourable climatic and other reasons, to remail 












ee 


467 
Se. 
Resolutions, °° : 
* i 
Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadhtkari. 





to procare a suitable European mechanic on reasdnable and moderate" pay 
for his small industry and this fact has been fully borne out by the evidence 
placed before the Industrial Commission and I am sure ‘the European 
manufacturers in this country will also ‘unhesitatingly avail themselves of 
the services of competent practical Indian Mechanical Engineers for their 
workshops. S 

My Lord, Bengali youths have given evidence in (1) Dr. Sarbadhikari’s 
Ambulance Corps, 3) in Dr. Mullick’s Bengali Battalion, (3) in Col. Pugh’s 
Bengali Light Horse, (4) in the University Corps and last but not least in 
the Bengali Boy Scouts, of their ability and willingness to undertake any 
hard work, and have, I trust, dispelled the belief which has hitherto beon enter- 
tained that Bengali youths are loath to do any hard physical work and if the 
Government now takes up this question of training and provides the necessary 
facilities I feel the utmost confidence in saying that there will be large 
Behe a of Bengali boys who will avail themselves of the opportunity thus’ 
provided.’ 

My Lord, backward as we Bengalis are in industrial matters, we cannot 
afford to lose a day to prepare ourselves for the struggle that is before us.; 
T may be permitted to mention that it is not my intention either to hamper or: 
to impede the progress of the Midnapore and Mymensingh partition works. 
I had to show from which items’ of the’ Budget savings could be made to 
provide funds for the Hostel. If my resolution is accepted by the Govern- 
ment and if the funds are provided as I propose, I venture to say the work 
of the partition of Midnapore and Mymensingh will not suffer in any way, as ; 

yments of such small sums as Rs. 25,000 in each case may easily be made 
in April 1919. T hope that the Government will take into consideration the 
cnenoy and importance of my appeal’ and will be pleased to accept my 
resolution.” 


The Hon'ble Dr. Desa Prasap SarpapurKani said ;—— 


“My Lord, I desire to give my whole-hearted support to the very modest 
resolution which Sir R. N Mookerjee has brought before the Council, and 
incidentally Iam very glad to have his support of some of the ideas that are 

eing discussed elsewhere with regard to the industrial and commercial 
future of the country... What the details of the University and other 
schemes are, it is unnecessary hereto mention. They are being examined by 
two Oommissions. We lave had indications, in the past, which are now 
growing, that with regard to some of these matters the University is hardly 
the proper authority to deal with them, . That is a question we shall not enter 
into now. But everybody is agreed that. wherever the theoretical portion of 
the work be done the practical portion of the work must be done in the 
set oa, can be no two opinions with regard to this, What the 
Mover has said are the deliberate views of the- Industrial Commission. 
Practical, training will best be given in large workshops that is what the 
Teeny also has said. Iam glad that the Sibpur College has been able 
toinduce the Kanchrapara Workshop to take up the scheme and lend the 
Collega a helping hand. I shall confine myself to the purely practical 
working of the scheme. The Hon'ble Dr. Nilratan Sarkar has been speaking 
of the unhealthiness of Sibpur, but compared to Kanchrapara it is a veritable 
hygeine, Kanchrapara is a very malarious place and unless the apprentices 
coming to Kanchrapara are well-housed and properly looked after, they will 
not be able to stand the strain. This must be dono if the scheme is, to have 
| fair chance. It is useless to hope that. Kanchrapara will be able to afford 
jes like this unless a hostel is built there..." give the scheme a 
-and not only this scheme, but other bigger schemes which are sure to 
y—I think it would be a mistake not to.accept,a resolution like this and 
y. providing for the very’ useful facilities asked for here would be a 
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mistake. Even a keen businessman like Sir Ry N? Mookerjes has been 
obliged to fall back upon Midnapore partition costs and the few’ other fancy 
toys in the Budget for everybody to draw upon. That shows the helplessness 
of the situation. We do not know from which head we should suggest draw-. 
ing the necessary sum. But ifthe scheme finds sympathetic support from the 
Government, I am sure there will not be any difficulty in getting the 
money.” 


ThgHon'ble Basu Suxenpra Natu Ray said :— 


“My Lord, I support the resolution whole-heartedly. The sfichansy, of * 
technical education given in Government schools. has always been discounted 
by the fact that the students had not had in most cases that practical train- 
ing in workshop which. would enable them to use their theoretical knowledge to 
the. best advantage and the'result has been that in most cases the boys have 
not been able to find any employment. In Kanchrapara you have? got the 
necessary machinery for practical training which is so much required at the 

resent time in Bengal, and I would ask Your Excellency’s Government most 
agaeny to accept the resolution and to take steps at once to build a hostel 
and 4o arrange for taking a large number of students for mechanical training 
«at Kanchrapara. Whatever view may be taken as to the urgency or the 
*, necessity or even as to the policy of partitioning the districts of’ Midnapore 
‘ and Mymonsingh during this war time, it can never be said that the schemes 
will suffer to any extent if less than 4 per cent, of the proposed expenditure for 
the partition of the districts of Midnapore and Mymensingh is diverted, 
On the merits of the resolution it is an undoubted fact that technical 
education far outweighs any question of mere administrative convenience and 
not of immediate necessity. There is, so far as I am aware, no ‘accommoda- 
tion for Indian students at Kanchrapara.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Provasa Cuunper Mirrer said :— 


“My Lord, I beg to support this resolutin most heartily. We know that 
every year about sixteen to eighteen thousand students appear in the Matri- 
culation examination and many of them fail. But. whether they fail or they pass, 
they are, I say and I say with all deliberateness—they are, for want of future 
Prospects a great menace to Bengal. It is of the utmost importance that 
as many as possible of these young men should be turned to practical works 
of life. It is of the utmost ‘importance that new avenues of employ- 
ment should be opened out to these young men and at a time like this, in a 
country like India ‘so full of resources—and yet so'littlé of practical results 
come out of these resources—it is of the- greatest importance that our 
technical students should be given a practical training. I admit that this 
scheme of Rs. 50,000 is nothing ; but it is only a beginning and if this hostel 
be ‘the ‘means of training 50 boys, they will attract others in future. 
My Lord, when English education was started in this country it started with 
a very small beginning and if a few youths of Bengal ever takes to practical 
training, however small the beginning ‘may be, with that training will come 
the solution of many problems. A place like Kanchrapara is an ideal place for 
the success of that éxpuriment. The money after all is not much. It is 
to be found, if it is found, either by the Government or by the railway. The 

_ railway, for obvious reasons, is at the presert moment not in a position to 
find the money. The Government may not find it easy to provide the money, 
but after all Rs. 50,000 is not much for the Government and if the mon ma 
found, it will serve a fiost useful purpose. Tf the motiey be found sit 
the experiment succeeds then T-think im future a great number of our 8 
will be trained there and the community as a whole will’ be bonefited." With 
these words I commend the resolution to the House.” br We ye 
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“Phe Hon'ble Dr, Howvius said — % 


“My Lord, I beg very heartily to support this resolution in the interest 
of general education and as. something, typical of what is very vitally 
necessary in our present educational machinery. As an example of what T 
mean I may say that I belong to. missionary society that supports several 
secondary schools in Bengal for the education of Bengalee boys. There is as 
we all know a great thirst for education in Bengal and boys flock from their 
villages to secondary schools wherever they possibly can. After they have 
‘been some years in the secondary schools it becomes perfectly clear that a 
number of them will never be able to go on to higher education. - Intellec- 
tually they are nol equal to it and yet it would not be right to say that these 
boys are not bright. We have established in connection with some of these 
schools manual traiming workshops. We found that while a boy had little or 
no ehance of developing into a scholar or-even to the distinction ‘of a 
“matriculation ‘failed’ yet he was. really bright in the workshop, bright in 
sports and bright in general intelligence. The problem of what tosdo with 
boys of that characier has been pressing s for some years and it affects a , 
very large number in the secondary schools of Bengal. Prejudices vegard- 
ing industrial training are gradually being removed. But theséboys are , 
quite unwilling, after they have been for a certain time in secondary schodld, 
to go back and engage in agricultural works in view of the condition of agri- 
eulture at the present time. With agricultural improvements they may be 
willing to go back, but at present that is not the case, and what todo with 
boys of this character who have attained a certain standard of education is a 
very pressing problem. Only afew we-ks ago the question came up before a 

, Missionary Conference to which I belong and this very case of Kanchrapara 
was discussed as a very useful place where boys of this character cguld be 
sent. But missionary societies in these days have not abundant fund £0 spare 
and we were considering whether it would be wise to invest some money in a 

jostel of this character. But wo felt that this was difficult owing to war con- 

itions. Iam therefore very glad to support this resolution of the Hon'ble 
Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee. If we want our educational plan to be wise and 
strong and officient we shall have to face this problem of what to do with 
boys who have received a certain amount of education, but who are unfit, 
for various reasons, to take advanced work. Weshould do nothing to swell 
the great crowd of boys entering our colleges and who after some, years 
in college. are, perhaps, unfit for anything except a clerkship on Rs, 20a 
month. Here is one way which may prove to be a solution of a very real 

‘difficulty and I irust that Government will give overy consideration to. this 
as typical of what may be done to solve the problem.” 


The Hon'ble Sir 8, P. Suyma said :— 


“My ‘Lord, I think the previous speakers have made it abundantly clear 

* thatthe Government and the public at large—all classes are at one with regard 
~~ firstly, to the development of industries in India, and secondly, to the fact 
that that must be doneas quickly as possible. The need for the development 
of Indian industries is universally admitted and it is a matter of pure common 
sense that in order to develop manufactures by machinery you must have 
mechanical engineers. “The only way of getting a sufficient number of 
mechanical engineers is to train them here because it is impossible to get them 
in any large number from England now, both because of the distance and 
because of the salaries we shall have to pay in nee, “ee people brought out 
from England and it will be increasingly difficult in®he future. So fully alive 
is Government to this necessity that they have appointed for that purpose a 
~ Oommission of which the Hon'ble Mover is such a distinguished member. 
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The only question, therefore, is as to how toget these mechanical ‘engineers 
pe are so essential for the development of manufacturing, industries in 
ndia. é 

Now the scheme, to which the Hon'ble Sir_R. N. Mookerjee refers, was 
prepared by the Governing Body of the Sibpur College and has been before 
Government only since the end‘of December last. 1 am mentioning this only 
‘to show why such an apparently useful object is not provided for in this 
year's Budget, It was not unfil just before Christmas that this scheme 
came up before Government, although I know that the euek had been made 
some time ago; the matter has not yet been décided by the Government 
although I hope it will not be long before a decision is arrived at, and I ‘have 
every hope that a favourable decision will be arrived at with regard to the 
yecommendations of the Governing Body. Although, therefore, I may begin 
by saying that I am not able to accept the resolution in the form in which it 
is movéd, I am ablo to assute my Hon'ble friend that steps will be taken 
the moment this scheme has been considered and a decision arrived at to give 
effect Lott without the loss of a single possible moment, ‘I am glad that. the 
Hon'ble Sir R. N. Mookerjee has given me an opportunity to state the position, 
of Government with regard to this matter, because from the resolution moved 

\ by my friend it seems to mé that the public have no idea at all as to what the 
scheme is or what steps are in contemplation for the training of mechanical 
engineers in India. 

Our present position is this, and Iask the Council's forbearance for a 
few! minutes, because I think it necessary that the public should know what 
the position now is and how quickly we are going to improve it. When I 
have made ‘that clear I think the Council will agree with me that we are 
moving with the times and as soon as a decision is arrived at, the scheme 
will beigivn effect to, not merely with regard to the very,small part which Sir 
Rajendra Mookerjee has incorporated in his resolution, but with regard to the 
whole. Now, the present position is this—as regards the training of mechanial 
engineers. i 

At present we can train mechanical engineers in two ways. One is 
through the Sibpar College and tho other is by training them in certain work- 
shops, mostly railway workshops. So far as the Sibpur Collego ‘is concerned 
there is a course of 4 years and boys enter at the age of 16 or 17 and study in 
the Oollege for 4 years. ‘They then go through a practical course of one year 
in the College workshops. During the whole of this period, so far as the Sibpur 
College is concerned, they obtam a certain amount of theoretical, but, vory” 
little of practical instruction. ‘That is one system. The other system is that 
of apprenticeship at workshops principally railway workshops. That is a 
course of 5 or 6 years during which period they obtain a large amount of | 
practical instruction, but very little theoretical instruction. 1 understand that 
they have got a sort of evening classes attached to these railway workshops. 
These are the only two ways in which we ean train mechanical engineers at 
present here. In the former, they get a good-deal of theoretical instruction» 
and acertain amount of practical instruction) and in the latter they got. 
a good deal of practical, but very little of theoretical instruction. The result 
is that the first turns out a College product with little pr ical experience, - 
while the second turns out pieced: men with insufficient theoretical educa~ 
tion. ‘That -is the. present position. The Governing Body of the. Civil 
Engineering College appointed a sub-committee consisting of the Principal 
himself, the Director of, Public Instruction. Mr..Harnett: and Mr. Adams; 
and they made their report some time about. the middle of last year in which 
they recommended that tse two systems should be combined, that there 
should .be more. theoretical instruction given in the railway workshops 
hen ittle theoretieal instruction could now be giten. They further recom- _ 
men when these boys have received: theoretical instruétion which — 
will-be afforded at the railyay workshops plus a large amount of practical — 
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Sir 8. P. Sinka.« 
7 will get there, some of them. will be good. enough to profit. by 
rian saree oft theoretical training mh provision. should te ‘eae in id 
iy College for such of them as, would be ready and willing to receive the 
oretical training. These are. the recommendations. which they 
le. You see therefore; that the. scheme, .as a. whole, involves 
traiuing in the railway workshops; where, there is. no theoretical instruction 
given now and where practically only Anglo-Indian boys receive training now ; 
it is prooees, to,train not only these. boys, but also Indian hoys and they. 
should provide more, higher theoretical instruction than they do.atypresent 
and fh lg educate a largex numberof Indian, boys, there should be 
hostels provided because, as has, been pointed. out by the learned Vico- 
Che vik it cannot be done, jou providing healthy. residential quarters 
a Thad better, state what the scheme asa whole is so far as 
these work: are concerned. ‘They reconimend that the Railway Companies ~ 
should build and furnish the hostels and the. technical institute ; that the 
Railway Companies should staff the hostels ; that Government should provide 
for the:cost.of. the teaching staff and apparatus at the. technical institute 
through a grant-in-aid to the Railway Companies; and that provision should 











be made for scholarships tenable by passed apprentices at Sibpur. At is’ 


_ not enouzh that the railway should provide the hostels, . If you provide the 


hostels you go a certain way, but not far’ enough, because although the hostels _ 
at the railway workshops at Kanchrapara will enable'them to receive Indian 
boys. where, they receive none now, the, instruction will not be such as to» 
render them capable; of. doing the higher class of work for which there is a 
demand. Now, it will do, something, but not quite enough ; you want, more 
than that. You want not only. the hostels built. furnished and staffed, but 
you want an increase in the teaching staff of the technical classes attached to 
these workshops ; you want apparatus. for these technical institutes and the: 
committee recommend that the Government should pay for the incre: 
taff and the apparatus thatys necessary and that the railway should provide 
fhe iatele ‘They furthor recommend that it is not enough to provide for the 
instruction of foreman mechanics or mistris ; you must, provide for higher 
He ee instruction ; you won’t provide that merely by. giving, a grant of 
. 59,000 for a hostel, which will probably house 100 or 150 students 
ata time, but you will have to provide hostels at various other places, such 
as Lillooah, Kharagpur and Jamalpur where there are. workshops now. The® 
Port Commissioners and other firms. like Messrs, King & Oo., Burn & Co., 
should be induced oe to provide similar facilities so, far as their .wors+ 
shops are concerned, but these companies do not now provide for echnical 
instruction, ‘The Council will. therefore, see that the scheme which is recom: 
ended ig a large one ani that it is only a small. part of the scheme which 
aires ths ostels should be provided amongst other, places at. Kanchrapara. 
igion. haye to be made at other places for hostels such as Lillooal.and 
ragpur within this province and provision will raphe havg to be made» 
for ne of the staff in the technical school and of apparatus necessary 


Toone carts of the classes so that thoy can. train not morely mistris or 
eman. a 






™ ies, eh Fealerohanieal popnersai Tnrsepae peat 

f this scheme. could not be budgetted this year was, 

eek | the, Council, wai “that the scheme a not come before the 

i Yhristmas last year. that is, about two. and half 

[have eyery reason to think that the'scheme, as a.whole, will 

d. Even if we find that the railways are either unable or unwil- 

hiostel we shall. press’ it upon. by as. judging from 

atement on. the Budget the’ as seem to Le 
806 











they should not pay for it « 
hig R49 a 
whi by Frond s to make is 
bie to ghe scheme as a whole, 
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we hope to be able to give effect to that portion of it which he recommends. 
What I ask on behalf of tho Government is this; let-us have “an opportunity 
first of all of examining tho scleme—it has been before us for only two 
inonths—and of secing if we can’earry out tle scheme as a whole, If we can 
‘we shall do a groat deal moro thian a’mere provision of a hostel at Kanchra- _ 
‘para. If we find that wo cannot do it either because the railways do not 
‘come into the scheme or because we are unable to provide the larger 
‘staff and ‘apparatus and’ so forth that is necessary I can promise | this 
Qouncil that even if we cannot carry out the schomo as a’ whole, we 
shall: earry out as mucli of it’as we can. Government is thoroughly con- 
vineod that it is necessary, if we are to develop industries at all, that no 
time should’be lost and that a beginning must be made as early “as |pdssible. 
T. hope I have made ‘it clear to the Council that there is no disposition 
whatsoever on the part of the Government to shirk its undoubted’ obligation 
in the matter and that the sympathy which I ‘show to the scheme is not 
‘merely lip sympathy. but one which we desire to be translated into, action at 
the earliest possible opportunity. 1 ean ‘assure my Hon'ble friend that we 
mean to doit either inthe way he proposes or in somo other way, but that 
the scheme is now before us and is receiving consideration; and T have 
every reason to hope that within this year, we shall be “able to do what the 
Hon'ble Member desires and probably a good deal-more,”’ 


The Hon'ble Sie Rasenpra Mookerseg said 


“My Lord, I have to explain two points. The first and ‘thost important 
is that from what the Hon’ble Member has said no action can be taken unless 
‘and until the whole scheme is matured and’ sanctioned by Goverument. I 
am ‘unable to acexpt his view, because it is known that in such matters 
‘Government moyes slowly and ‘that the result would be that years would be 
lost. Tho Governing Body of the Sibpur College have submitted a complete 
scheme which I admit may take a’ little time to be considered in all its 
bearings beforo’ Government sanctions the whole scheme. My resolution to 
“build a hostel at Kanchrapara is a’part of the complete scheme, and as I have 
already pointed out, if the money asked for is sanctioned tu-day it will be 
at least'twelve months before the hostel is completed and be ready fi 
occupation. Surely the complete scheme now before the Government will 
(with any modifications that the Government may think fit to make) be passed 
and sanctioned before thié, and we will thus save one year. Whatever form of 
anodification’ the scheme may take the building of the hostel at Kanchrapara 
is a sine, gua non, and once the hostel is provided’ the Superintendent of the: 
workshdps' will be able to admit boys as apprentices. ‘The question of the 
arrangement for higher theoretical training does’ not arise till the twelve 
months’ apprenticeship which the students will have to undergo has oxpired. 
During this period they must prove their aptitudé and physical fitness for 

. workshop training and hard’ work,’ and ‘consequently some of them may 
probably have to be weeded out at‘the end of the first yoar. psc! 

My Lord, Pwould explain that the European youths now engaged as 
apprentices get’ their theoretical training only in the night school and afier 
being in the workshop for fout years, are considered eligible and suitable. f 
ee of mechanics with salaries ranging from Rs. 200 to Rs. 500’ pi 

ven if Indian boys get only the satne facilities” as ‘Europeans’ 3 
their theoretical training, surely they will, after leaving th 
~ ‘the usual diploma, be able to earn at least half as much as 
- and T have hopos that some of them will earn the same pay'as 
fellow-mates. , If this be the case, our Indian boys e 
contented, as their present prospects, even after passing B.Se. or 
not more than Rs. 50 to Rs. 100 a month. "There aa 8 no 
the complete scheme giving facilities for higher theoreti 
sary, but pending its sanction, I fail to'see why such a su 
; © esrare 
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ny resolution cannot be placed in the hands of the Railway authorities to 
enable them to commence the building of the’ hostel. 

The second point raised by the Hon'ble Member was whether tho Railway 
authorities will not provide the necessary expenditure for the hostel build- 
ing 1 beg to point out that for two reasons it is not possible for them to do 
$0. First it is well known to overy one of us that, owing to wat conditions the 
rail ‘have been’ working under a severe strain, and have not been able to 
repait or replenish their rolling stock sinco the war began. Although 
Sir William Meyer announced in his budget spoech that he*had reserved 
20 millions sterling for the purposes, I’have stated every penny will be more 
than necessity for its legitimate object, namely the up-keeping of the different 
lines ‘which is their life and soul, and consequently nothing well be available 
for building hostels. Besides the delay in carrying on negotiations’ will be 
enormots. : + 

second reason is that I'am doubtful whether the Railway Board, or 
the rial Government will sanction an expenditure for the training of 
lee boys. Facilities are already given for the education and training 
‘Extropean youths (sons of railway employees) to attract the fathers into 
the service of the Railway-and also to get these European lads employed on 
railway work. “I therefore again urge that immediate sanction be accorded 
to the expenditure referred to in my resilution. My Lord, I have not the 
facility to expross in English sach phrases as my Hon’ble friend, Sir 
yendra Prasanna Sinha, finds it. so easy to command, nor am I competent 
to understand his diplomatic language such as “I have reason. to believe,” 
“I have every hope” and “we will give every consideration "—being a businoss- 
man I would (prefer a plain answer. I am therefore compelled to ask Your 
Excellency to place my resolution before the Council, and although I am 
Aware that the carrying of a resolution by this Council means nothing more 
than a recommendation. still I have great hopes that considering the Support 
T have received from various Hon'ble Members, that my resolution will be 
eartied and will at least have a moral effent. 
* The resolution was then put and agreed to. 





APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. X. 


The Hon'ble Basu Buanenpra Cuaxvra Rar moved the following resolu- 
tion :— i i" 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— i 
(a). Rs. 5.19,586 be. allotfed for payment to the District Boards as 
representing the total amount of deductions made by the Local 
Government from the augmentation grants for the years 1914-15, 
- - 1915-16 and 1916-17 ; and z ai ste 
(b) this sum be provided for by a eotresponding reduction either in’ 
: the estimated exyenditure under Police, or in that' under New 
Major Works (Civil Works in charge of the Public Works 
Department). . 


He said :— e , 
* “My Lord, in moving a resolution in connection with the Financial 
Statement ‘last’ year. I stated that nothing had puzzled me more than the 


short allotment ‘under the head augmentation grant in the Budget. 


And, believe me; nothing has given me greater pleasure—of the unalloyed 


' kind—this year than the just and ample provisions under this headin the 
/ revised n 


timates for the closing year as also in®he Budget for 1918-19. I 
xpress my thankfulness to Government for having given effect to my 


thus ineréasing the amount of the grant as allotted last year. 
Theprnciple for ‘ich J contended was accepted by Sir Shams-ul-Huda ; and 
ais : ° 
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represents a minor ¢omplaint, in which, | hope, I shall have the, sympathy of 


the present resolution is, as L look at dy upon a mere matter of doiail and 
the Hon'ble Member in charge, sbeveag ts 2 ap ssonitigs 

payne dealt, with the subject, of augmentation grant at. some deni 
last year, I she il for 


all not trespass, upon the time and patienge of the, Conneil 
nore than a few minutes to-day, I, desire, however, to. briefly recapitulate, the® 
facts of, the case now for enabling Hon’ble Members to understand, the 
position clearly, : » 1 BY sap hi: 

‘The augmentation grant was instituted by the. Government 
1905 for the, benefit of District Boards and) was fixed at } of the Roa 
far as Bengal was concerned. The, Provineial, Government . were; charged 
with the duty A ascbennt thle grant to the individual, Boards, se the 
haye been doing it ever since. Being thus fixed at 25 per cent. of the far 
cess, which is an expanding source of revenue in) Bengal, this. grant, is also 
expensive.in character and has gone on increasing... In 1905, the assignment 
made by the Imperial Government toward this grant was 124 lakhs in Bengal 
as it was then constituted. With the formation, of the new. Presidency of 
Bengal in 1912, however, a new financial set! lement was ,coneluded | bet ween 
the Imperial and the Local Government ; and among other assignments of the 
Government of India to the Government of Bengal, the, augmentation grant 
was incorporated in the settlement figurés. So that it is not possible to-day” 
to point to a specific annual provision made by the Imperial, Government for 
this purpose. And since 1912 the, obligation. of finding this Huctuating— 

T may say, steadily increasing—grant for the District Boards has been. thus 
laid upon the Local Government among all the various terms and conditions 
of the financial settlement, So far with regard to the augmentation grant. 

Now, My Lord, in 1913, there was a, welcome. accession, of funds to the 
District Boards by the surrender to, them of the entire public works cess 
receipts. In compensation for the surrender. of \this growing source of 
revenue, the Government of Bengal. were,given a fixed Imperial assignment 
of Rs. 24,93,000 a year, and were allowed to, resume;a, proyincial grant which 
the District Boards used to get under the name of equilibrium grant and which 
amounted to Rs, 4 lakhs 49 thousand annually. ‘The Local Government have 
thus been getting practically: Rs. 29,42,000 ‘every year in-exchange for the 
public workscess revenue. i. ¥ 

But, My Lord, as the public works cess revenue was found to exceed 
this fixed assignment, the Local Government began, quietly to, curtail ‘the 
amount of such annual excess from the augmentation,grant,. The practical 
effect of this arrangement was that ib were as if the District Boards which got 
the fixed annual assignment of Rs 29 lakhs 42 thousand and the public 
works cess still continued to be eredited to the Provincial exchequer, ‘ 

As this meant a steady and increasing loss of legitimate revenue to the 
District, Boards, | moved a resolution in connection with the last Financial” 
Statement for the purpose of ensuring a full allotment, of this Imperial grant. — 
Sir SlamsalHude. was, pleased. to accept, that resolution, although he put it. | 

more on the ground of generosity than on that of justice. And Government. ~— 
have, I am grateful to observe, given effect to my resolution by. budgetti 
for al pyoents se 1917-18 eee e 2 4 Aiba awe 
_.. But, My Lord, what about uctions, made, from the grant during | 
+ the three immediately. preceding years? On the,last) occasion, I ventured 4g 
express the hope that Government, would make goal these, past. appropriations 
as well, the amounts of which pres stated to bo, Rs. 48,367 in, 1914-16, 
% ae in 1915-16 apd Rs. 8,83,431 in 1916-17, the total by 

: dis ‘e heater! 
iia Abamirnl Hada in his la: atte ‘i 

said that, he could not make any 
of these ‘years, He further t 
matter of generosity on the part of 
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far-as these past deductions were concerned. I had pointed out that 
the initiation of the grant was no doubt an act of Imperial beneficence, but 
the Provincial Government had no authority to curtail it. To this Sir 
Shams-yl-Huda’s. reply was that ‘the Government of Bengal had a share in 
that generosity, because they had to find the difference between the fixed 
assignment and the increased grant from year to year by reagon of the 
increase in- the receipts on the Road cess,’ But here Sir Shams-al-Huda had , 
failed in his appreciation of the financial arrangement since the last provin- 
eial- settlement. For since 191%, we have no more of fixed assignments 
from the Government of India on account of the augmentation rant. And 
this was stated very clearly in. reply to my starred question No. 22 af the 
meeting of this Council dated’ 3rd July, 1917. And when the matter was 
made the subject: of an interpellation by the Hon'ble Maharaja of Cossimbazar 
in the Imperial Legislative Council, Sir William Meyer also stated that thé 
assignments on account of the augmentation grant ‘are now merged in the 
adjusting entries made under the provincial settlement.’ Pi 
'y, Lord, whatever may have been the case before, since the last 
provincial settloment, ‘the payment of the augmentation grant—with all its. 
possibilities: of expansion—Wwas madé/a ‘chargo upon the revenue of the 
province:; and the imposition of this expansive liability is as much a feature 
of the last) financial settlement as the assignment of the different expansive 
heads of revenue to the local Government. And if the Local Government 
Were to mako short payments of the augmentation grant, they would be quite 
ilty of a breach of covenant as they would be if, for instanee, they were 
making larger appropriations from the. land revenue than allowed under the 
financial settlement, 

My Lord, I maintain that there can be no question of generosity in this 
matter between the Local Government and the District Boards. Unless and 
until you ery off the bargain: that you made in 1912, the liability of the 
Provincial Goyornmont to find the fullamount of the augmentation grant from 
year to year is a very real one. If it is a generosity at all, it is a generosity 
of a compulsory character so far as the Local Government are concerned. [ 
hope, therefore, that Government will not take’up the absurd position of 
making full payment from 1917-18, while refusing to make good the short 
payments of past years. \ 

My Lord, with regard tothe reductions suggested in this resolution 
‘under other heads of expenditure, it is a mere matter of form. In restoring 
theamount of Rs. 5,19,586, Government will only be discharging a just liability. 
And as this amount justly belonged to others, but was spent by Government 
for purposes of their own, it will be for Government to decide where exactly to 
apply the pruning knife, so as to enable them to find the money now. Bat if 
L explain why I suggest a curtailmont of the Police Budggt in particular, 
I shall say that I do not quite approve of the marvellous elasticity of police 
expenditure, which—to my mind—is not accompanied by. a corresponding’ 
eres of efficiency. As, however, I know what strong advocates of the police, 
we have in this House, with whom it would be foolish for me to cross swords, 
thought: it prudent, to have a second string to my bow in the shape of the 
Public Works Department. My Lord, I hope you will agree with me when 
ri iy that a man—or a Government for the matter of that—should pay his 





gat or, in other words, meet;the claims of compulsory generosity, before 
da S of putting up fine buildings for his own a” 

‘The Hon'ble. Six Henry Wargver said :— ) 
/ Sir, as tl lo Mover has. said, thi or was ed in. Council 
-in--connection last Pa paige aa hats sr fedieise to deal with 
it somewhat shortly. The main point at issue betwM@&n the Hon’ble Member 
r vourselyes is that what he says is an act of mere justice we allege to be 
‘ oh 
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an act of generosity. The position is this. In 1905-06 the Government of 
India in their desire to encourage the development of local self-government 
increased the resources of District Boards by a grant equivalent to 25 per cent. 
ofthe net road cess collections, and this was known as the augmentation 
ant. The District Boards had no ¢laim to receive this ‘sum ; the giving of 
it was an. act of generosity on the part of Government. In 1918-14, the 
Government of India, from similar motives, went further, and made over 
to District. Boards the whole of the public works cess which up to that time 
“had been absorbed by, Government, leaying merely the road cess to the 
District. Boards, This, again, was an act of, generosity. On. both occasions 
the usual procedure was followed by the Government of India of making 
an assignment to the Local Government calculated on the basis of the 
amount by. which the latter would be a loser,. When these orders were 
received. in 1918-14, our predeeesgors—Lord Carmichael’s Government—Sir 
William Duke then being the Finance Member—took the perfectly per- 
missible view that, in so far.as the province was losing a source-of growing 
revenue in the public works cess, with a corresponding, advantage to the 
District Boards as the cess receipts rose year by year, the augmentation 
grant might be reduced to the extent of any excess of the income from public 
works coss over the assignment figure, ;That is vo say, the augmentation 
grant was reduced by the sum which the Local Government would have 
received had they retained the public works cess, and this course was 
adopted for three years 1914:to 1917. On the’ occasion of the last Budget, the 
Hon'ble Member raised this same point, adserting that the District Boards had 
been thus deprived of monies which they were entitled to get, and the 
Government of that time said-that they were willing in future to discontinue 
these deductions. But they distinctly declined to give retrospective effect» to 
that concession, The Hon’ble Sir Shams-ul-Huda definitely said :— 
“Tam sorry that, although we intend to pay the full amount of the 
*  angmentation'grant, we can make no promise to make good the 
short payments that were made during the last few years.’ 


Our predecessors, who were responsible for this arrangement, therefore, 
declined to make a further payment, and I donot think the present Government 
would be well advised to depart from that decision and now to allocate to 
District Boards a large sum to which they have no actual or definite right.” 


The Hon'ble Basu Buapenpra Cuanpra Ray said — 


_ "My Lord, it may be an act of generosity so farias the! Imperial /Govern- 
ment is concerned, but I do not’ think it is in any way Clear to us that it is 
not an act of compulsory generosity. on the part of the Provincial Government. 
If the Hon’ble Member in.charge intends to have the matter referred to the 
Imperial Coyngil for the purpose of eliciting their opinion, I can withdraw 
Shas apache Otherwise, I would press.this resolution for the acceptance 

the Council.” i rr a hick a 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry. Wueever said :— w 7 Fhe wit, 
_. “Sir, I presume the Hon'ble Member refers'to the Imperial (Goverment 

and ‘not to the Imperial Gouneil. ‘Imay say that prior to the Budget diseus- 

sions “of last year our predecessors informally hrought the matier to the — 

notice of the Government of India, and the latter, i replying, pr x 

it was not intendod to gy’ retrospective effect to the new arrangement. 


The Hon'ble Basu Buapenpra Ciiawpia Ray said — : 
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The Hon'ble Mauzvi Fazu-ut Hag moved the following resolution — 
» This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 


(a) with a view to the establishment of a Muhammadan Arts College 
in Calcutta a lump provision of Rs. 2,00,000 (Rs. 1,00,000 recur- 
ring and Rs. 1,00,000 non-recurring) be made in the Budget ; and 

(@) the expenditure be mot by curtailing the expenditure on the 
following items by 20 per cent. either by revision of estimates or 
partial stoppage of the works contemplated— ‘ 


(‘) works in progress of the Police Department in connection 
with the reorganization of. the Eastern Bengal Police 
(Budget provision Rs. 6,75,000) ; . 
(4) construction of buildings in connection with the partition 
et £ of Midnapore (Budget provision Rs. 6,64,000) ; e 
‘ .» ©. (fit) acquisition of. land in connection with the partition. of 
Mymensingh (Budget provision Rs. 6,50,000) ; i 
* (tv) additional. temporary force, Intelligence Branch {Budget 
‘ provision Rs. 1,04,308) ; and 
(v) increase of temporary force, for District Intelligence. staff 
(Budget provision Rs. 2,13;446). 


He, said :— 

“ My Lord, this question of the establishment. of a. Muhammadan. Arts 
College is really avery old one and in one respect it is even older than. the 
Legislative Council, It was so long ago as the year 1784 that a. committee 
was appointed by the first Governor-General, Mr. Warren Hastings, toconsider 
tho advisability of the ostablishment of two colleges in Calcutta, one for 
Hindus and the other for Muhammadans. At that time it was very rightly 
decided that the establishment of denominational colleges in the then 
existing circumstances of the country would be somewhat premature, but still,” 
as.a result of the deliberations of that committee, we had the Sanskrit College 
andthe Calcutta Madrassa. I will not take up the time of this Council with 
all that. happened sinco then up to the present time as to the advisability of 
having such a college in Calcutta, but I would only wish to draw the notice 
of your Excellency’s Government to-the fact that this; question has been dis- 
cussed several times not merely in this Copncil, but also on public platforms 
and in the public press; and I think I can say this, without any fear of 
contradiction from any quarter, that the necessity and importance of such 
a college is néw admitted, and the only reason given by Government so far 
for not undertaking “the establishment of a Muhammadan Arts College in 

* Calcutta, is the excuse of want of funds. I donot mean any reflection on the 
Government when I use “the word ‘excuse’; I ;know the financial stress 
through which we are passing, and I am only using the word: in its ordi- 
nary sense as a reason for not taking up the scheme of such an urgent 
character, 3 Tie aint 
+). My Lord. I find that in the year 1871, a commi' was again appointed 
which recommended the establishment of an Arts Gbllege for Muhammadans ; 
but nothing came of the deliborations of that o tee either.» The question 
was again taken up ata public meeting hold in 1908/at the Town Hall, a meet- 
ing-at whi Hon'ble Sir Syed Shams-ul Huda tod a very leading part and 
who.pointed out that the establishment of a/Muhammadan College in Calcutta 

- wasa matter of the utmost: necessity. Then the question was repeatedly press- 

ed upon the Government, when at last Government felt. convinced that the time . 

Me come when the co “ought to’ be established, and there was a time 

hen we felt that the coNege’ was only a question of @ few months. We have 
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~ been expecting in vain... Our community feel so strongly i) the question that 
at the last session of the Muhammadan Educational Conference held in’ 
Calcutta, a resolution was passed urging upon the Government the neaparity Mi 
of establishing the College as early as possible, and I may inform this Cow 
that at a public meeting held a fow days ago, a strong and ‘influential » 
~. committee has been appointed for taking steps for the purpose of raising 
"~~ funds to establish the college. The reason why we wish to have this coll 
established soon may be briefly stated to be this : it is well known that at the 
present moment restrictions have been put on the number of students to be 
admitted at every college, and although in most, of these colleges seats have 
been reserved for Muhammadans, the total number of such seats falls far 
short of the required number ; the result is that every year on an average no 
less than four to five hundred stidents have got to give up study simply for 
want of accémmodation in the colleges. At the present moment, it is, 1 think, 
‘a matter on which there can be no difference of opinion, that the Muham- 
, madan community cannot afford to have so many boys go without educa- 
tion, simply because there is no college in Calcutta to admit them. My 
‘estimate of four to five hundred students not getting admission, may 
‘not be quite accurate, but I'think that even if the Government do not see _ 
their way to accepting this resolution, they will admit that a large number 
of Muhammadan students aro ‘turned out, year after year, because there 
is not sufficient accommodation in the colleges to admit them. The 
question, however, is want of funds; for only recently when I put an 
interpellation in this Council, the reply that was given to me was this ;— 
A scheme for the establishment of a Mubammadan College at ‘Caleutta 
‘has been prepared but is in abeyance, both because the funds required! for its 
‘establishment are not at present available ‘and also because it is considered 
desirable not to proceed with the scheme until’ the Calcutta University 
Commission has submitted its ‘report, and orders have been passed on its 
»  ¥ecomniendations.’ Y 
q My Lord, that’ gives at once the reason why Government have not been 
_able to establish this college, and with a view to strengthen the hands 
‘of Government, I have put forward my suggestions in this resolution. It 
was only recently that I drafted a Bill for levying an education cess on the 
_ Muhammiadans, and I fully expected that that Bill would be accepted ; at'any 
rate 1 would get permission to have it introduced into this Couneil and 
circulated amongst my community in order to elicit criticisms on the proyi- 
sions of the Bill. Unfortunately, however, Government did not see its way to 
“grant me that permission. 1, therefore, beg to point out to your Excellency's 
. Goventiount that although funds may not be available so far as the present 
. budget provisions are concerned, there is a way in which we can, if 1° 
mént 8o desire, set apart such a modest sum as two lakhs of rupees in order — 
to carry out-this much desired object. 1 have, therefore; indicated five heads 
of expenditure? and Ihave not asked that any of these items be deleted from 
the budget altogether, but that ‘a slice should be taken from out of each up 
to 20 per cent., which gives me a total of a little over 4 lakhs, and I have 
Suggested that out of this 2 lakhs be set apart for the establishment of a 
Mahammadan Arts ollege in Calcutta. The first item from which 
I suggest that money mhy be taken is one about works in progress of the ~ 
Police Department in conection with the reorganisation of the Eastern Be 
Police (Budget provision ¢f Rs. 6,75,000). Your Excellency will see that this — 
_ provision of 6] lakhs is nét likely to be spent-in its entirety during the noxt 
‘year ; at any rate the may be taken ‘up and fairly a ion may — 
be completed and a small slice may be left over for this Then” 


etcetera te 
provision Rs, 6,64,000). here i 

Food Heeree curbk on, ue wrilichonly Wa nleni Gc lot Sas haalp Ge 

and so on with regard@o the! other items gor thest ome: dace ‘3 
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resolution. With these observations, I commend my resolution to th 
acceptance of Your Excellency's Council.” ht 


“Phe Hon'ble Mr. Arncx RauMan said — 


* “My Lord, the Hon’ble Mr. Fazl-ul Haq has’ referred to the organisation 
that ‘been..startod for the collection of funds with a view to the 
establishment of a Muhammadan Arts Collége in Calcutta. I do not wish to 
repeat all that has fallen from the lips of my Hon'ble friend, but T-must 
emphasise the fact that the Muhammadans were ‘encouraged to believe at one 
time that,ihe Government would undertake the task of establishing such a 
college. Some years ago before the war the then member in charge: of 
Muhammadan Education held out hopes to the Muhammadan public to this 
effect. He did so because he realised the necessity for the establishment of 
such a college and also because he felt that there was a genuine demand for it 
from the Muhammadan public. Unfortunately, the war intervened, and the 
‘Government had to reconsider their views not only %n this matter, but in all 
matters which contemplated expenditure on fresh accounts. But the 
“Muhammadans have thought it proper to insist on the carrying out of the 
scheme in view of the difficulties which Mubammadan boys have to 
experience in getting admission into colleges and also on account of the fact 
that nearly 500 or 600 boys every year have to give up the idea of pro- 
secuting their studies in Calcutta.simply because there is not sufficient 
accommodation for them in colleges and hostels. That being the case, the 
Muhammadan public have to organise their efforts in order to bring relief, to 
“the boy’ in this matter, From time to time the subject has been pressed 
‘upon the attention of the Government in the Council. But the Government 
havé always rejected the proposal on the ground of the necessity of retrench- 
tment at the present moment and sometimes the Muhammadans have been 
told that Government like the Almighty helped those who helped themselves, 
‘The Muhammadans of Bengal have now started an organisation for giving 
effect to this principle of self-help. At one time I thought that any attempt to 
raise money at the present time is doomed to failure. But the need is so 
‘urgent'and the condition has become so serious that we believe we shall be 
able to persuade the public to contribute what little they can spare to make 
a start, and for the future we shall be quite content to leave the matter to the 
good sense of the public and the Government to earry through. It has been 
often'said that the Church is never so active.as when it i8 in debt. That is 
also true of an institution of this kind. We have every bope that the people of 
the land will awaken to a sense of duty and exert. themselves to maintain the 
‘institution once it is founded. But we realise the fact that it is responsible 
sto colléct sufficient funds to establish and maintain a first-grade college at 
” present. We have approached the Govérnment for funds for two reasons :— 
(1) without Government assistance- we cannot start or go on and (2) if, the 
Government could make a handsome contribution it will help up considerably 
in raising funds. The men whom we would approach would-ai once realise 
‘that. it has every hope of becoming a Bone conoeey, I should like to mention 
at this stage that if provision were made for the admission of Muhammadan 
ws to the extent: of 50 per cent. of the total numbet in Government colleges and 
hae cent. in aided colleges, we would not feel the negossity of establishing 

a dan college at once. We cannot imagine hat the recommenda- 
‘tions of t! _in this respect, On 


Caleutta University Commission will 0 
Saturday last I-had. the honour of introducing a deputation of influential 
Muhammadans to the Commission, and in our fepresentation we ‘have 
ita about the promise of the Government to\ive the Muhammadans 
a college, Whatever may be the recomm@dations of the Com- 
bn ,,and I haye every hope that some of our suggestions will be accepted, 
y y 
payne 








‘away from the fact that the problem of providing collegiate 
soo or 600 Muhammadan students must be tackled at once.” 
ra A 
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‘The Hon’ble Mr, M. Asrar Avi Kua Cnavprurr said — 


“My Lord, I feel it is my duty to support this resolution. Only fast 
year I moved a resolution exactly of this nature. In fact, Tasked forthe 
establishinent of a Mubammadan Arts College and to grant the money from* 
the sum allotted for the partition of Midnapore. eee 

My Lord, the history of this affair has been given by the Hon'ble Mover, 
the reason why it is required has also been given and I do not want to 
waste the time of this Council in repeating this case over again. It is 
anvopen. sceret that-the Government know very well that the college is. 
required and is absolutely necessary for the Muhammadan boys. They know 

_ very Well that the Muhammadan boys after passing the matriculation 
examination go away from Calcutta not being able to get any accommodation 
jn some of the colleges. ‘The. Government knew of, this fact and tho 
Government thought it was necessary ‘and went so far as to acquire land near 
the Wellesley Square, where the Calcutta Madrassa is, with the intention of 
building a college there and the college is still being built. My Lord, { do 
not want to take up much time, but, want to say this much that many pro- 
mises have been made to us, but it appears that they have not been made 
frém the heart.” 


+ 
The Hon'ble Banu Axwi Cuaxpra Darra said :— 


My Lord, as a Hinda Member of this Council I certainly feel it my duty 
to associate: myself with this resolution to which I give my hearty supports. 
Tt is an old complaint of the Muhammadans, who are still very backward in 
education, and it is high time that, a strenuous effort should be made to bring , 
them in the same line with the Hindus in the matter of education, I have 
great pleasure, my Lord, in supporting this resolution.” 


The Hén’ble Sir 8. P. Siva said -— 


“My Lord, this is one of our hardy annuals. As the Hon’ble Mr, Asraf 
‘Ali Khan has told us just now, last year we had precisely the same resolution 
moved by the Hon'ble Mr. Asraf ‘Ali Khan and one of a similar purport by 
the Hon'ble Maulvi Fazl-ul Huq. 1 do not propose to go into the question of 
the importance or the urgency of the provision of a Muhammadan Arts 
College in Calcutta. With regard tothat, my predecessor, Sir Syed Shams-ul- 
Huda, who, I have no doubt, had the interest of Muhammadan education as 
much at heart as any Hon'ble Member of this Council, said this ; “This 
question has been discussed threadbare before this Council and. the Council 
has already accepted the importance and urgency. of the matter.’ Therefore * 
I dg not propose to go into that at all, Admittedly the mattor is important: 
and think it is urgent. I think admittedly also the Government has been 
trying its begt to give the Muhammadans the college they want, In 1915, we 
sent up a proposal to. the Government of India for that very purpose, and it 
was proposed that» the existing Madrasa buildings should be demolished 
and the site utilised for the Arts College, the Arabic )epartment and the 
Moslem Institute, and that a new Anglo-Persian school should beyerected on 
an adjoining plot of land. the hostel being removed to the Elliot Hostel for. 
the extension of whkgh land has recently been, acquired. We went 80 | 
far as to acquire a sive for the purpose jn Wellesley Square at a cost of 
‘Rs, 1,283,000. Now thdscheme which we Sent up was to cost, 80, far as 
capital expenditure Aras concerned, about, Rs. 13 lakhs, including the 
»provision of land, afd Rs. 70,000 a year for the recurring expenses, after - 
deducting the money to be received from fees. The Government, of India 
sent that scheme back and told us that it was too ambitious and that we 


must cut jt down. We did that and we sent up a scheme which, provided _ 
os eh . 
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that instead of, demolishing the old Madrassa, it be allowed to stand where ~ 
} it is and tho building be utilised at present for the college and afterwards 
‘when wo can build a better and more spacious building for the college it 
“might be utilised for the school, The reduced scheme which we sent up 
* was to cost about Rs. 4 lakhs for the building and Rs. 52,000 a year for 
the recurring cost after deducting the income we expect to make from fees. 
Short of that we cannot have a college worthy of the name The resolution 
' proposes to give wo lakhs of rupees for the capital cost i this is tog littte,as 
we shall not be able to build half of the college with that Sum, and a lakh’ of « 
rupees a year, which is more than what is required for the recurring cost 5 
for that very reason it is impossible to accept the resolution. You provide 
less than you require to build a college and you provide more than what you 
*tequire to run it. If that was all, the thing could be remedied véry’easily. 
Why not give four lakhs for the building of the college and cut gown the 
recurring cost to Rs. 82,000 a year. But I would ask in all carnestness— 
would it be reasonable on the part of a prudent person, much more of the 
Government, to take up a scheme of building a college in Caleutta, apart 
from any question of financial stringency, when there is a Commission whose 
report on the question of colleges generally is oxpected to be ready in, another 
two or three months. One of the matters referred te this Commission is 
whether the colleges in,Caleutta should remain whore they. are or whether 
they should be removed somewhere else, say, the suburbs, how they should be 
“ equipped, what should be the course of instruction, and so forth. Would it 
be the part of a prudent Government to undertake a scheme without knowin 
* ‘what the provision fory what college should be? But, again, it. may be ‘aid 
* begin with something, and'you can alter and change when the report is 
© received.’ I have already said that it would not be prudent on our part to 
do so. How are we going to get the staff when wo find it rather difficult to 
recruit them for our éxisting colleges now ?. It is impessible to get enough 
people for the Indian Educational Service at present, and with regard 10 
etting them from the Provincial Educational Services this is what Sir Syed 
At ececaltinda said on the last occasion. After stating that a second grade 
college, which was attempted. to be carried on, of which he himself was a 
, member of the teaching staff, proved a failure, he said :— - 


‘To have a first grade college with a number of men all in the Provincial 
EdueationalService will not, I think, satisfy the demands of the Muham- 
madan, community, and even then the cost would be considerable... We were 
in-hopes that we would be ‘ri to establish a Muhammadan college worthy of 


the community before the war, but when the war came we all realised that 
having regard to the large.sums involved, it was not. possible to carry the 
scheme into offect soon.’ w 


BG evan if’ we’ had the money and we made up our mind to havea 
College, we could not get a first class college such as the Muhaimmadans 
would care to have. as 

* ‘In the next place, the resolution only asks for Rs, 2 lakhs, but as I have 
already said that you could not do without four lakhs non-recurring afd 52,000 
recurring. Moreover we could not accept the resolution because we had not 
the power to do so, as we would have to get the sanction of the Government 
of India and indeed of the Secretary ‘of State. Wo/cannot get the money and 

+ we cannot get the staff, and even if we did, it whuld be necessary, I submit, 

even then to wait till we knew what the recomnffndations of the University 

Commission would be with regard to a matjer of this kind. Both the 

Hon'ble Mr. Aminur Rahaman and the Hon'ble Mr. Asraf Ali Khan Chau- 

dhury, though greatly disappointed at, the reply Myven by the Hon’ble Nawab 

hams-nl-Huda, understood, as far as I could judge, that it was impossible 

0 carry out even the modest scheme which had been proposed until after 

war was oyer. I suppose that by moving this resolution my friends 

‘to reiterate their grievances in this matter eo to see that the attention 
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of the Government did» not flag; we are anxious to do it the moment 
conditions enable us. Another point has been mentioned- that there is a 
great difficulty for Muhammadan boys in obtaining admission to. colleges. 
I think that this is somewhat exaggeratgd. Shortly before that resolution 
was moved last year there was an order passed by which 25 per. cent. of the 
seats in all colleges is reserved for Muhammadans, and I know ‘this, so far at 
any rate as-one college is concerned, and that is the premier college in Cal- 
cutta, that thoy have not been able to get anything like 25 per cent. of 
applications from Muhammadan students. I do not know what it may be 
with regard to other colleges ; but from all that I have been able to ascertain, 
it does not appear that the difficulty is anything like so great as my. friends 
apprehend. In any case, I do not, think I could do more than this and say ~ 
that we-have already promised to have an Arts College for Muhammadans in © 
Caleuttathe moment conditions render it possible for us to do so, unlessthe- 
“¥ecommendations of the University Commission oblige us ‘to have a different 
kind of college.” 


The Hon'ble Six Henny Wueever said — 


“Sir, the proposals as to the heads from which money is, inthis instance, 

to be found involve three rather important items in the Police Budget, which * 

also appear in two subsequent resolutions. [t might be convenient, therefore, 

if I intervened at this stage to explain briefly what these items are, in. order 
that the Council may not decide this question without precisely. knowin; 
sg thy are recommending. The items, I refer -to, are Nos. (7), (io) 
and (v). “ 

The argument of the Hon’ble Mover is generally to the effect that from 
the fairly large sum covered: by item (7) we could easily spare something, but, 
ae a matter of fact, we cannot do so. The history of the case is that this 
provision was made in continuation of d scheme which was initiated by the 

late Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam as far back as 1910. Subse- 
quent to the formation of that province the whole question of the adequacy 
of the police arrangements was examined by the Local Government, and a 
very large scheme was prepared and submitted to the Government of India, 

* involving an initial expenditure’ of some Rs. 17 lakhs and Rs. 6 lakhs 
recurring. The figures were reduced, on scrutiny, to something over Rs, 15 
and 5 lakhs, respectively, and to that extent an assignment was made to the 
late Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam in order to carry out these 
reforms. Part of the changes contemplated involved the creation of 65 new 
investigating contres, 35 ff which are under construction at a total cost of 
Rs. 10,59,000, of which rather over Rs. 4 lakhs-was provided during the current 
wear. Inaddition to the balance of Rs. 6,49,000, the Inspector-General, desixes 
to take up seven more of these centres at a cost of Rs. 2,19,000. Therefore, » 
against his total demand of Rs. 8,68,000, we have only given him Rs. 6,75,000, 
and the»Couneil will see that we are thus barely meeting the cost of works 
which are already in progress and which must therefore go on. * 

The next Item No. (dv) relates to additional temporory force for the 
Intelligence Branch, ,which falls under various heads, all, I submit, being 
required. It has been found necessary, owing to developments in “tal to 










Strengthen the superior staff which deals with Intelligence work in 
and that accounts for a clrge of Rs. 27,000. Additions have also ha 
made .to tho subordinate jtorce, together with a revision of the clerical 
establishment in the IntéWigence Branch, with a view to enabling it to 
cope with the very large indease of detailed work which now devolves upon 
it. . Similarly, expenditure fiad to be incurred on printing arrangements. All 
these items are connectedGrith Intelligence work. Other items rolate’ to the 
temporary staff for the supervision of ‘criminal tribes, being the sequence of 
the more energetic. steps which have been taken in recent years to exercise _ 
control over these people. Similarly, an increase in the number of dacoity - 
Limes * 
Oe " a 
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Gages has required an addition in the staff at a cost of some Rs. 17,000, 
A detective school. at Howrah has been started as an experiment, at.a peri 
about Rs. 23,000, in the hope of improving the detective ability of the 
members of the police force. 
| he items under head (v), which amount. to Rs. 2,183,446, are really in 
continuance of the development of the existing staff. In the old. days..when 
the necessity was first,experionced of entertaining special Intelligence staffs 
in the districts, it was met, by. the unsatisfactory expedient of deputing men 
from the Central Bureau. In 1912, however, it, was recognised that a 
more appropriate arrangement would be to reinforce the local staffs, and a 
force was sanctioned for the purpose, to which additions were madein the 

© following year and again in 1916. These men are an integral part. of the 

district force, although employed on work connected with political Tntelli- 
gence. Recent developments have shown that our establishments require to 
be further ‘strengthened, and the provision in’ the Budget is made with the 
idea of providing three Additional Superintendents of Police who will give 
their time to this special work, together with a subordinate staif of inspectors, 
sub-inspectors. head-constables, constables and clerks. 

In view of what Ihave said, Sir, we should regard all these items as 
scarcely capable of reduction,” 











,The Hon'ble Mavuvi A. K. Fazt-un Hag said :-— 


““My Lord, I never apprehended that my resolution would encounter a 
double-barreled opposition although I must confoss that I never expected that 
it will, have a smooth. walk over in this Council. This is not the first time 
that I have brought forward this resolution for diseussion and to-day perhaps 
it would not be the first or the last time when my hopes of saecess would be 
disappointed. The reply on behalf of the Government has been given by one 
of ‘the ablest advucates in India, but T am very sorry to have to confess that 
his advocacy has not convinced me. The Hon'ble Sir S. P. Sinha has said 
that Government will try their very best to give us the college we want and I 
say in reply that we will try our very best to accept that assurance, but at 
the samo time I wish to remind the Members of Government that we are 
after all human beings and that our patience has got human limitations, >It is 
true my suggestion is for two lakhs only. Of course so far as the initial 
expenditure is concerned, it is far too little and so far as the recurring expen- 
diture is concerned it is a little in excess of what may bo necessary. The 
reason is that I fell'apprehensive that a demand for more than two lakhs 

* would be met with stern refusal. and I had hopes that a modest demand like 
this may perhaps induce the Government to accept the resolution. So far as 
the four lakhs is concerned | wish to point out that 20 per cent. taken ‘out of 

the five items of expenditure I have indicated in the resolution give us a little 

over four lakhs and I may tell this Council that if Government can see their 

way to accept this resolution even in a modified form, I will not proceed 

with the other resolutions. I find that some of the resolutions on the agenda 

in my name are already-down in the name of other meybers, so that so far as 

the money for the expenditure is concerned, I do fot wish to draw upon 

\ these five items of expenditure for the other subjgts to which my other 
resolutions relate. . ri - s rien 

_ As regards the statement that there was one C¥llege in Calcutta which 

could not get even 25 per cent. of the seats resélyed for Muhammadans 

‘filled by Mtulatnnsatse applicants, I do not know Which college is meant, 

but I am sure it must be a very bad college which could not attract 

25 per cent. of Muhammadan students. But even if there is such a college 

_ Ido not think it can be put forward as an argument that we will not have a 

ficient: number of ‘students to start the collegap Thai. I submit, isa 
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position which cannot be taken up by Government after they have Admitted 
that to establish a Muhammadan College is not merely necessary but is also 
urgent. 3 2 

Lastly as regards the recommendations of the Universities Commission ~. 

Tdonot think that that really stands in our way. I may mention in this Couneil 

. that the committee which has beer! appointed to raise funds towards this 
object and of which my friend the Hon’ble Mr. Aminur Rahman is tho 
Secretary is already busy raising funds and the only reason why I have 
brought forward this resolution was to get from Government some money 
in order to give their project a start. 

Before I sit down I wish to say'that the suggestion of two lakhs is not a 
suggestion to which .I wish to adhere strictly. If even a lakh of rupees 
is given to us in order ‘to help us carry this project through, it will be a 
great help to the community. More than that we da not want, and I am 
quite prepared to modify the proposals contained in my resolution if only I 
get an assurance from the Government that my modified resolution will meet 
With the acceptance of the Government. With these few observations I, 
commend this resolution to the Council.” 


A division was then taken with the following result :— 


Ayes—20, Noew—92. ” 


‘The Hon'ble Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, xc... ‘The Hon'ble Sir Henry 
Dr. Nilratan Sarkar. 
Mt, Aminur Rahaman, 


heeler, x.c. 
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‘ow Rew. Dr. G. Howells. am rn 
©» Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. ler 
)4.® Baba Brojendra Kishor Ray Chax- ite) 
dhol * eee 
+ oy Mr. Arun Chandra Singha, yon Me. FAs As Cowley. 
om Dr, Doba Prasad Sarbadhikari, ci. Lt-Colonel W. J. Buchanan, 0.1-8., 
tw Rai Debender Chander Ghose Bahadur, 1m, 
oy Maulvi Abul Kasem, » oy Me. C,H, Bompas. 
nf Mr, M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri, yon Mr. W.G, Wordaworth, 





Maulvi A. K. Fazi 


of 0. B. Payne. 
+ oo» Khan Shabib Aman Ali. 


B. Panton, 


>» Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray,” sh Nath Mukharji Babadur, 
ooo Mes Altwe Ali, r ‘ 
+» Rai Sei Nath Ray Bahadur, om Med. Mackenzie, ‘ 
+) om Baba’ Akhil Chandra Datta, »\ oy Me W. HH, Arden-Wood, oat, 
+) Rat “Mahendra Chandro Mitra oy Mr RGlen. 

ow MR W. Carter, 0:1, 
ae yo Me. W. 8. Cfom, 
sae yo Mr EB. Eden, 





» on Mr. B.A, Martin. ' 
neon Mr. H, R.A. Irovin. 


The Hon'ble Dr. Abdu'la-al-Mamun Suhrawardy abstained from voting. 
The following members were absent :— —__ 
The Hon'ble Mr. T. C, P. Gibbons, x.c. 

yo the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. — ‘ 
rishikesh Laha, c.L.E. i 
ash Chunder Mitter. ~ i t 
tajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 
Charan Pal Bahadur. " 
jwhendra Nath Ray, ¢..e. é Say 
Wet ce Mie Ko, Dike i ie 
iY) ee Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar, © 
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Resolutions. 


Maulvi Fazl-ul Hag ; Maulvi Abul Kasem ; Mr. Beation Bell. 


' APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. Xii. 


The Hoy’sie Mavivi Fazi-ut.-Hag moved the following resolution.:— 
This Council recommends to the Governor in. Council that— 


(a) a lump provision of Rs. 25,000 be made’.in the Budget for the 
imprevement in pay and prospects of clerks and mohurrirs in 
the Registration Department ; and 4 

(d} the expenditure be met by curtailing the “expenditure on the 
following items by 20 por cent. either by revision of estimates 
or partial stoppage of the works contemplated 


(¢) works in progress of the Police Department in connection 
with the reorganisation of the Eastern Bengal Police 
(Budget provision Rs. 6,75,000) ; i 

(i¢) construction of buildings in. connection with the partition 
of Midnapore (Budget provision Re, 6,64,000) ; 

(i) acquisition of land in connection with the partition of 
Mymensingh (Budget provision Rs. 6,50,000) ; 

(tv) additional temporary foree, Intelligence Branch (Budget 
provision Rs, 1,04,308) ; and 

(v) increase of temporary force for Distriet Intelligence staff 
(Budget provision Rs. 2,13,446), 


He said :— 


“My Lord, I moveda similar resolution on a previous occasion, when 1 
was informed that a schome for the improvement in the pay and prospects of 
clerss and mohurrirs had already been prepared and had not been given 
effect to for want’ of funds. I donot know what the position is at the present 
moment. But if that is the only reason, | will submit that the suggestion 
T have given in the resolution for acquiring the money ought to be able to 
meet the necessities for giving effect to this urgent reform. Tho “sum of 
Rs. 25,000 may not be quite sufficient. But the reason why I have put down 
this sum is that calculating at the rate of increase of Rs. 5 per month. in. the 
pay of clerks and mohurtirs this sam mgy be sufficient. But if more money 
1s needed it can be provided for by getting the amount of four lakhs by the 
process of taking 20 per cont, out of the five items I-have suggested. | This is 
a resolution which I hope does not require very many words from me, and 
hope it will be accepted by the Government.” 


The Hon'ble Mavuvi Awut Kasia said — 


” “My Lord, I just want to raise my voice on behalf of a class of neglected 
pyblic servants, Thoy are a very hard-working class of mgn and are very. 
jerably paid. As my hon'ble friend has told this Council, a scheme—the 
reorganisation scheme of the Registration Department—has already been 
framed, but has not been given effect to because our resources are limited. 1 
"submit, my Lord, that it all depends upon the strengtlgof pressure brought upon 
the Financial Department by the various heads of dfpartments by which funds 
‘ean be provided tbe the needs of other departmentyg And although I find that 
for the requirements of the police, in many casesf{ven for their luxury, funds 
are available and yet a small amount is not availble fora small increment 
in the pay of ier poorly paid public servan T hope, however, that , 
this peaciatin will be accepted by the Governmen’ 


‘The Hon'ble Mr, Brarson Beut said :— 


_ “My Lord, I need only say that. this bed a has much sympathy 
with the clorical establishment of the Registratio#epartmont. /In the year 
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1916, we drew up comprehensive scheme and submitted it to the Govern- 
ment of India and the eraae of State. This scheme contemplated an 
annual expenditure not of Rs. 25,000 but Rs. 1.37,780 per annum. The 
Secretary of State sanctioned the whole scheme on the distinct understanding 
that it would not be brought into force until the financial situation was better. 
That .was the exact position when this subject was brought before us last 
year, and it was explained to the Hon'ble Members by. the Hon'ble Nawab 
Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda, who said; ‘The Secretary of State has given. condi- 
tional sanction to this expenditure, that is to say, to give effect to it on 
the improvement of the financial position. We cannot go against this.’ 
Thereupon the Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq withdrew his resolution. 
Tam sorry to say the position has not changed in any way. It is true that 
instead of a lakh thé Hon’ble mover has this year reduced ‘his demand to 
Rs. 25,000, but Tam afraid that according to financial rules it is not open to 
this Government, when it has sent up a comprehensive scheme and has got it 
~ sanctioned under distinct conditions, to introduce it piecemeal and without 
regard to these conditions.” 


Tho! Hon’blo Maviv1 Fazi-un Hag said -— 


“My Lord, the Hon'ble Member in charge is well known for his sympathy 
for all classes of public servants, especially, for poorly paid public servants, and 
4f he says that it is not. possible to carry this into effect at present, I do not 
wish to press this resolution.” : 


The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEMS Nos. XIII, XIV 
i AND XV. yi ss She 
Tho Presipent said :— 

“T would point out to Hon’ble Members that the next three resolutions 
deal substantially with the same question. It will be convenient if a general 
discussion takes place on one only, Ifthe moyers desire to move thom they 
can do so after the general discussion takes place. A mere repetition of the 
discussion will be out of order. I would 8 t that a general discussion 
take place on the first of the three, and if the Hon'ble Members, in whose name 
the two subsequent motions stand, desire to move them after a decision has 
been given on the first, they should do so formally.” 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No, xi, 


The Hon’ble Mauivz Fass-vi Hag moved the following resolution :— 
‘This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that—. aka 





(a) with a view to ive immediate effect to the recommendations of the 


Public Servis Commission regarding the improyement it 
and prospectf, of Munsiffs and Subordinate Judges, 
ae _ provision of HS. 1,25,000 be made in the Budget ; and 
(b) the expendituy’’ be met by curtailing the expenditure on 
following items by 20 per cent. either by revision of est 

or partial stoppage of the works contemplated— Raat: oi 
(i) works in progress of the ‘Police Defartment in connectic 
euere with reorganization of the Eastern Bengal Police 
ona ; (B provision Rs. 6,75,000); rea 
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(i) construction of buildings fh connection with the partition 
of Midnapore (Budget provision Rs. 6,64,000) ; 
(iii) acquisition, of land in connection with the partition of 
‘ “ Mymensingh (Budget provision Rs. 6,50,000) ; 
* (tv) additional temporary foree, Intelligence Branch (Budget 
tng provision Rs,.1,04,808) ; and. 
(2) increase. of temporary force for District Intelligence staff 
(Budget provision Rs, 2,13,446), 
He said :— 
“*My Lord, only the other day in answer to-an interpellation of mine, 
Governinent said that it was not possible for them to state when final ‘orders 
would be passed on the report of the Royal Commission: This resolution deals 
with a subject which, to use the words of Sir S. P. Sinha, is one of the hardy 
annuals which this Council has to meet year after year. The subject has come 
up for discussion continuously for the last, three years, ‘and although there 
has been no mistake as to the trend of public opinion ow the subject, it is 
extremely unfortunate that we haye not been able to induce Government to 
do something to improve the pay and prospects’ ‘of the officers of the Judicial 
Brauch of the Provincial Civil Service.’ In the year’ 1915, the Hon'blé 
Mr: Cumming, ‘on’ behalf of ‘the Government, gave an assurance that the 
récommendations of the'Public Sérvices would soon be taken into consideration, 
and-he asked'the mombers’of the “Judicial Service to possess their souls in 
patience, and he gave them hopes that before long their grievances in 
the matter of at least the initial pay would ‘be redressed. ‘After that, I 
brought forward a resolution which ws, however, not dcvepted by this Gov- 
ernment, and only last year a résolution to this effect was moved and debated. 
The necessity for raising the initial salary has been admitted even by Gov- 
ernment, and here again the only reason for not giving effect to this much- 
needed reform is that sufficient funds ‘are not available. ‘Tt now remains for 
Your Exéellency’s Government’ to consider whether such a much-needed 
reform’ should be postponed in ‘view of the fact that monty, is being 
spént on projects, a portion of which, at any rate, could’ be held 
over fora certain time. Tt is true, as the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
has ‘poiited out, that the ‘items of expenditure relating to the partition of 
Mymensingh and Midnapore and ‘certain items of Police reform are very 
important and“ very urgent. I do not for a moment dispute either the 
impottance or the''urgency ; I donot suggest that these schemes shiould be 
abandoned altogether ; as I have submitted in connection with the. previous 
resolution, all that I propose is that a slice may be taken out from each of these 
five projects, and the money thus yielded will be more than sufficient to 
carry out this much-needed reform. Ido not wish to take up the time of 
this Council, and with these few words, I commend this-resolution to the 
acceptance of Your Excollency’s Government.” 


The Hon'ble Banu Surenpra Narn Ray said -— . 


“ Probably Government will consider that it has become the fashion with 
most of the non-official Indian members of this Council to move this resolu- 
tion year after year. We have been trying for the lyst few years to redress 
a wrong done toa deserving class of public officers f increasing their initial 
pay from Bs. 200 to Rs. 250. but without success: fince I have been amember 
of this Gouncil I have pointed out almost. everff year during the Budget 
discussion the just. claims of these officers of (Government, I mean the 
Munsiffs, to higher emolument, than that they hav boon getting at, present. 
It is about six years ago that. the Government was ed to raise the initial 

of the mem! the Provincial. Executive Service from Rs. 200 to 
Re 250, and this brought satisfaction to them, But what is it that prevented 
ch pe Naki yee , c 
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the Government from raising the initial pay of the members of the Provincial 
Judicial Service, 1 mean the Munsifis, from Rs. 200° to Rs. 250? These 
degerving class of public officers are not at all costly to Government compared 
with the amount of work done by them, As I have more than once-said 
in this Council these officers of Government have actually been minting 
money! for Government in the remotest parts of the country and bringing 
home to the poorest agriculturist the idea of British justice. People of all 
shades of opinion have testified to their work and to their. usefulness, 
and Government appreciate them. But in spite of all this, their ¢laim 
have remained neglected. Whereas a member of the Provincial Executive 
Service has to begin his, official career at the age of 24 or utmost 25 
and has to administer criminal justice without haying any training in law 
und without, in many instances. passing the B. L. examination of the Calcutta 
University, these Munsiffs who administer civil law in the Presidency have 
to pass the B. L. examination of the University, and haye to practise as a 
lawyer for at least three years’ before his name is registered for an appoint- 
ment. It is seldom that he can get himself thus registered before the age of 
27,, which is again the maximum age at which he ought todo so. Under the 
rules he must get an acting appointment before 29. It, is generally at the 
age of 30 or 31. that a Munsiff gets a permanent appointment and begins 
With an initial pay of Rs. 200, ae., whereas a member of the Provincial 
Executive Service begins with an initial pay of Rs. 250 at the age of 23, 24 or 
utmost 25 .without passing the B. L. examination and. without, in many 
instances, knowing the'rudiments of law, a member of the Provincial Judicial 
Service has to begin service with an initial pay at Rs. 200 at the age of 30 
with proper legal training and with an sc RYT if not. superior at least 
equal to that of;a member of the Provincial Executive Service. It is 
‘this anomaly of difference in the initial pay of the two classes that I ask 
Your-Lordship’s Government to. remedy. 

I think 1 ought .to mention one or, two facts in this connection. Your 
Lordship will find.in the Budget estimates of 1914-15 a lump provision. of 
Rs. 21,000 for increase of pay of the last grade of Munsiffs. ‘The non-official 
Members of Council congratulated the Government at the time for making 
this provision. Sir William Duke, the then Member in charge of the Finan- 
cial portfolio, said ‘in the course of the. Budget debate on the 4th April, 1914: 
“Satisfaction ‘has been expressed that provision has been made for raising 
th poy of the lowest grade of Munsiffs.. I would ask members to adopt an 
attitudeof expectation on this subject, I myself have always contemplated 
raising the pay of the lowest grade of Munsiffs since the time when the 
Govertiment decided to do it in the case of the Executive Service and that 
carried through about three years ago. We think that probably what was 
fair for one service would be fair to the other, in fact, so far as the Munsiffs 
are recruited older they have an additional claim.’ i , 

“In answer to a question in this Council on the 5th August, 1914, the 
Government replied : ‘ The proposal is under the consideration of Government 
to inerease the pay of last grade of Munsiffs.’ In January 1915, in answer to 
another question, the Government replied :‘ Awaiting the report of the Public 
Services Commission.’ On the 18th March, 1916, in reply to the resolution 
of my hen’ble friend, (Mr. Fazl-ul Haq, for increasing the pay of the lowest 
ren Munsiffs from RY, 200 to Rs. 250, the then Member in charge of the. 

udicial portfolio, Nawa\, Syed Shams-ul-Huda said: ‘I need not discuss 

the merit of the resolutifa, for there is not much difference of opinion 
between the | bbb and the object of it, As a matter of fact iwo 
udgetted Asum of Rs. 21,000 for introducing this very reform, 

but after careful consifferation, we had to postpone giving effect to it, 





ecided to wait and see what the recommendations 
may assure my hon’ble friend that when we know 


Service Commission, an 
of the Commission are. 


‘because we had made ec recommendation in this connéction to the Publie 
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‘what the Commission have to say on the subject and we have the money. 
wo: will be glad’ to’ give effect to the reforms which this resolution sacke 0 
© introduce. Iam sorry, therefore, to have to oppose this ' resolution.’ Wie 
report of the Public Services Commission was, however, published in the same 
r, that'is, in 1916, and the Commission made the recomniendation that the 
initial pay of a Munsiff, as'soon as he is confirmed, should’ be Rs. 300. We 
find the following in the report of the Commission ; ‘ On the judicial side’ the 
position is somewhat different. Hero recruits will have to possess the LL.B. 
qualification, and will thus have had a longer educational course, They will 
also-be'older than their executive colleagues. This is the reason for starting 
thom on “a highér initial rate of salary and for bringing them to the top of 
the incremental seale in a short’ period. We, therefore, recommend that 
probationers be given a salary of Rs. 200 a month, and that on confirmation 
officers be remunerated on a scale of Rs. 3C0—40-3—500 a month.’ When, 
however, my hon'ble. friend, Mr. Fazl-ul Haq, again moved the identical 
resolution this day last year, Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda, after stating 
that there was no difference of opinion. as to the value of the services of the 
Munsiffs to the Government and to the publio, said: ‘The report (the report 
of the Public Services Commission) has now been published and now we know 
what the recommendations are, and if Hon’ble- Member had cared to examine 
them he would probably have found that he was rendering a very doubtful 
, service to the Mansiffs by recommending an initial pay of Rs. 250 for them, 
for, a8 a matter of fact, the recommendations of the Commission show that 
they desire that the initial pay of the Munsiffs should be Rs. 300. The 
Government of India have promised that they would consider the matter 
more expeditiously. It seems strange that we should be asked to take the 
matter out of the hands of the Government of India at the present time by 
giving the Munsiffs an initial pay of Rs. 250.” 

My Lord, I have traced the history of this question from the year 1914 
when provision -was actually made in the Budget estimates for giving effect 
to what I am moving for. Then comes the Public Services Commissidn, then 
the report and, to the surprise of many, the initial pay being not Rs. 250, but 
Rs, 800, and then we are told by the Government, that we are rendering 
doubtful service by moving for tnereasing the initial pay from Rs. 200 to 
Rs. 260, whereas the Commission had recommended it to be Rs. 300. All 
this looks very well on paper, but swwhen we come to the actual state of things 
we find that for the last four years the Government have been for Some 
reason or other, at least for reasons not very clear to us, putting off giving 
effect to the resolution. Is it because the non-official Indian memboty, have 
been incessantly pressing the claims of the Munsifis? We cannot bring 
ourselves to believe that financial difficulties have stood in the way. It 
is our firm conviction that when Government have determined to carry out a 
project, budget or no budget and whatever the expenditure may be, Goyern- 
ment have carried it out and always found the money. Why. it is only ‘the 
other day that about two lakhs of rupees were spent in acquirfhg land for the 

_ Bengal Secretariat Press though there was no provision in the Budget 
estimates for the current year, viz., 1917-18, for such acquisition. re 

We havo a right to ask as to the reasons why proyjsion of Rs, 21,000 for 
‘increasing the initial salary of the Munsitis was mglo in 1914-15, bat not 

“given effect to. Unfortunately we cannot bring gfrselves to believe that 
appointment of the Public Services Commission bod in the way, for tho 
mission was appointed in September 1912 {nd provision was made 
Subsequent thereto. *The report of the Commission was published in 1916 
and we are in the year of grace of 1918. i 

Nowas is the amount which may be necessary to carry out this 
reform. It appears from the Civil Liet, 1917, that thgre wore 39 Munsiffs on 
the fifth grade, that is, those who were drawing 200a month. In the 
Givil List of 1918 T find there are 35 such officeyy whereas there are 49 
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officers who are officiating as Munsifis. If the increase is given only to the 
permanent, incumbents it, will require annually about Rs. 20,000, whereas:if the 


officiating ingumbents be also paid at Rs, 250, the annual, expenditure) would 





come to about Rs: 50,000. ¢ soiree et” 


... Now as regards the ways and means. resolution is that the expendi- 
ture may be met. from, the lump provision of Rs..60,308 provided for»regrading 

subsinspectors and head-constables.. It is a. new. itempaltogether intro= 
duced in: the Budget, ihis year. .We are told.that the regrading® of these 
afficers, as fixed by the Commission only a few years ago and aceording to 
which the sub-inspectors. and,head-constables. have. been-regraded, has not- 
given satisfaction, and it is, therefore, necessary to. regrade them and »add ia 
sum of nearly Rs, 61,000 to the, recurring expenditure of the Provinces: So 
far as we are,aware no second\commission has_been constituted for: consider- 
ing the question of regrading these officers, at least, we are not. aware of the 
appointment. of anysuch commission or committee: . This. question may, 
therefore, be postponed for theypresent. We find, however, that the scale. of 
pay fixed by Royal Commission as regards the initial pay of the, Munsiffs! has 
not been given effect to and has been postponed indefinitely and their’ recom~ 
mondation shelved atleast for.ihe present on the ground of financial difficulty, 
and what other difficulty, heaven alone knows. On the principle that halfa 
loaf is better than no loaf at all, I move that the initial pay of the Munsiffs be 
Rs. 250 and not Rs, 300 as. recommended by the Commission and provision be 
made in the Budget. estimates of 1918-19. for this increase. of pay. 
There is& general impression that,.the. Government looks upow the Judicial 
Service, which is theearning member of the administrative family, ina step~ 
motherly way. It is for Your Lordship to remove that impression.’ 4 


The Hon'ble Dr. Dena Prasan SanbaputKart said — 


“My Lord, I shall not be ungenerous enough to assume that effect has 
not been given to our suggestion in this matter because the Indian non-official 
members of Your. Excellency’s Council have,been so persistent. in bringing it 
forward year after. year. »This-resolution has. been. described as a hardy 
annual-of three years’ standing. As far as I can look back this question has 
been persistently brought up before the Couneil for the last ten, orjeleven 
years. Lclaim and admit, that many, matters connected \ with Judicial..or 
Executive Service that have been. pressed’ on the attention of the Council 
from time to time have received favourable treatment at: the hands. of Govern- 
ment. As I had occasion at a previous debate to, observe that it) so: happens. 
that a resolution brought forward this year may not find acceptance imme- 
diately-or the next year, but if there is reason behind it Government generally 
takes it-up and gives offect. to it. But why this; particular matter has been 
treated in this way, the Council will be glad.to know. Of course the question 
of financial difficulty is always there. It has been with us. and always will 
“be with us, but. we have had other provisions, but less important matters 
and have given effect tothem. If there is-any immediate chance of. the ~ 
pats A of the Public Services Commission being adopted and given 
effect to, 1 am not. prepared to accept the half loaf. Under those recommenda- 
tions, these very deserving officers: are entitled to an- initial’ salary of 
Rs, 300, and that is. why I have named a figure larger than the Hon'ble 
Babu Surendra Nath ay’s. I do not) know how this resolution stands with 
regard to the educati{pal service. Your Excellency has appointed a very 
representative and ¢ hensive committee, to go into the question. There 
may be difference of op}iion with regard tothe Educational Services and 
it may require , further, sideration, but with regard to the improvement 
‘of pay and prospects # the Judicial Service I have not heard that, there 
is any. difference of ion with .to what the Commission. bas sug- 
gested and/what.ought fo be done. Under these circumstances it appears to 

me that-no time shoul ost, unless there are reasons that are convincing 
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in giving effect to these recommendations, I do not wish to com 
the Judicial Servico with the Executive Service. They dre both exc it 
services, doing good work. It is the good fortune of the ‘Judicial. Service 
that they earn revenue for Government. That is not. the. work of the 
Exéeutive Service and’ therefore nothing turns upon that aspect of the 
question. That makes no difference in the situation. Those who have to join 
the! Judicial Service have to be men of a different stamp from those of the 
Executive Service. “People who have. any chance of success: in the pro- 
fession donot readily tako to service unless they are obliged to do so. 
With better prospects, it may be possible to draw a better class of practition- 
ers, and that in itself would be a great reason for impfoving the prospects 
of the service. For these reasons I support the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul 
Hag’s resolution, and I do not think it would be necessary for me to formally 
move the resolution which stands inimy name. If the Hon'ble Mr. Haq's 
resolution is accepted my purpose. will be served.” 


The Hon'ble Mavivi Apu. Kasem said— 


' “My Lord, after all that has been said I think it is absolutely unnecessary 
for me to say anything except that-I support this resolution. 1 support: this 
resolution in che Council whether it is given effect to or not.. The justice of 
the case advocated in this, resolution has been admitted by the Government, 
and the only question is whether its relative importance to other expenditure 
provided for in the Budget is sufficiently great, and I think, my Lord, that 
this question has been allowed to rest so long that it is time that. it be taken 
up and that something be done to do:justice to theso officers of Government, 
and I hope Government will see its way to accept it.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Kxer said :-— 


My Lord;as Hon’ble Members, who have spoken before me, have stated 
this. is an old question, the details of which ought to be familiar to this 
Council. Tt wouldseem, however, that there is still some misapprehension 
about the matter, and it will be just as well for me to give a history of the 
ease shortly. The whole origin of this trouble is that in 1912 the pay of the 
lowest grade‘ of Deputy Collectors was raised from Rs. 200 to Rs. 250. The 
Munsiffs naturally enough felt that they were entitled to.a similar increase in 
the pay of their lowest grade, and I must say that I have considerable 
sympathy with them. Ido suggest, however, that it is going too far to talk 
about a wrong done to the Munsiffi ; it is. only a question whether the junior 
Munsiffs on recruitment should draw Rs, 200 or Rs. 250. It may be said that if 
the matter is so simple as that we should put it right at‘once. As regards that, 
IT must tell the Council what exactly happened. In. 1913, this question was 
referred to the High Court ; and pending the receipt of thoir report, provision 
was made in the Budget for 1914-15 for the introduction of this. reform. . The 
High Court’s proposals were received in August, 1914. They dealt not only 
with the pay of the lowest grade of Munsiffs, but they also made some rather 
extensive proposals for the re-organisation of the Provincial Judical Service 

“as a whole. The High Court's proposals were received on the 7th August, 
- 1914, that is to say, three days after the war broke out; and the Council 








too, that the matter was under the -considerati 

‘on the Public Services. It is no wonder, there! 

India decided, in’ September, 1914, that this qu 

_ of the Judicial Service in Bengal must await the rep 
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in some way defrauded of their just dues. I admit frankly that the junior — 
Munsiffs. have had real bad luck, and if | were speaking outside this Council 
I might use a stronger expression ; but I would remind them that they are 
not, the only officers who have been hit by the war and by the necessity 
of waiting for a decision on the report of the Public Services. Commission. 
The war. has gone on longer than most people anticipated in 1914, and 
the report. of the Public Services Commission: has taken longer ‘to deal 
with than most of us expected. The procedure, which the Government 
of India have adopted in dealing with the report, has been explained more 
than once in this Council, Briefly, they propose to settle. the general 
inciples first and take up the case of individual services thereafter. They ' 
ve not yet reached the stage at which they will ask us for our detailed 
recommendations with regard to individual services, but the Government 
of Bengal fully recognise that the delay which is occurring is causing 
excusable disappointment to the Munsifis, We have, therefore, carefully 
considered, both last year and this year, whether it would be practicable to do 
anything to expedite the consideration of their case in advance of general 
action on the Royal Commission's report. There are considerable difficulties 
about. this, and they are dne to the fact that the changes proposed 
by the Royal Commission ih regard to the Judicial Service are somewhat: 
extensive and important. As Hon'ble Members know, under the present 
system candidates for Munsiffships begin by officiating in temporary 
vacancies. ‘There are often considerable intervals between these officiating 
EC and the whole system has for some time been regarded as not 
altogether satisfactory either to the Munsiffs or to the Government. The 
Royal Commission have proposed that the provincial Judicial Service, like 
most other services, should have an adequate leave reserve for filli 
temporary and casval vacancies, and that the recruits to the Indicial 
Service should. begin as probationers on Rs. 200. When they are confirmed, 
their pay will be raised to. Rs. 300; after that they will go up ona time 
scale by triennial increments of Rs. 40 until, they reach Rs. 500 ; similarly, 
Subordinate Judges will begin on Rs. 600 and rise to Rs. 800 by annual 
increments of Rs. 40. Now, these proposals involve a very important change 
in the existing system of a graded service recruited from the Bar who begin 
by officiating temporarily in. the first instance. There are also rather 
complicated questions of pensions, ote., to be settled, due to ‘the fact, as 
several Hon'ble Members have noticed, that Munsiffs enter the service at a 
comparatively late age. The Royal Commission’s scheme is also very different, 
indeed, from the scheme which was sent up by the High Court in 1914. 
The question of the method of recruitment of Munsifis and the substitution of 
a time scale for a graded service, all raise large matters of principles which 
affect not merely the Judicial Service but other services, and not merely 
services in Bengal but services all over India. In these circumstances, we 
feel that we could not rightly ask the Government of India to sanction a mere 
temporary: palliétive like the raising of the pay of the lowest grade ‘to Rs. 250. 
specially as this‘remedy is not on the lines on which atin Commission 
proposed to reorganise the service. I notice that both the Vice-Chancellor 
and the Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq seem to think that this half loaf would 
not. afford a satisfactory\meal for the Munsiffs.. What we have decided to do, 
hould have preferred to wait until we get ‘the 
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Resolutions, : 
Rat Debendra Chandra Ghosh Bahadur 3 Maulvi A, K, Fazl-ul Haq. 


ease of individual services, and we hope that we shall be able to put: the 
caso of the Munsiffs inthe forefront or even to send itup in advance of 
other ‘services. It must, of course, be understood that: T am not able to 
give any promise. ‘The'final docision will not rest with the Government 
of I, but with the Government of India and the Secretary of State. 
It’ is, therefore, ae for us to do what the Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq 
asks us todo. It is impossible for us to give immediate effect to the recom=- 
mendations of thé Public Services’ Commission regarding the improvement in 
the pay and prospects of the Judicial Servica. The Hon'ble Member asks us 

, to do something which we cannot possibly do. Nor is it solely a question of 
fands. If these important matters of principle had been settled aud if we had 
Teceived the orders of the Government of India and the Secretary of State, 
we ‘should, I have little doubt, be able to find the funds which are required 
to give effect to this reform. It is at “the~present stage simply a question 
of the best tactics to adopt in sending up this case to the higher authorities, 
and before we can do that, we must got the viows: ofthe High Court I can, 
however, assure the Council that the Government of Bengal do realise that in 
view of the delay that has occurred the Munsiffs have a reasonable claim ‘that 
their case should be expedited as far as possible, and. that orders should not 
be delayed longer than is necessary. I can undertake, on behalf of the 
Government. of Bengal, that nothing we can do in’ this’ direction will be 
left undone. Tam sorry that is:all the assurance I-can give the Council, but 
it is an assurance not without its value ; and perhaps in these circumstances 
the Hon'ble Members who have put forward these resolutions will’ be. 
prepared to leave the matter in the hands of Government.” 


‘The Hon'ble Rar Desznpra Cuanpra Grosn Banapvr said :-— 


“My Lord, ! will only say a.very few words. After what has fallen from 
the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr I do not think it is necessary for me to say. anything 
in justification of the Munsiff's case. All I want is to dispel the impression 
which might have been created in the minds of some of the Hon’ble Members 
as regards the initial pay of the junior Munsiffs. Formerly the: initial pay of 
the Munsiff was Rs. 250. month. That. was the pay fixed in the year 1868. 
‘That went on for about 30 yoars, and then it was felt by the Government that 
it would be proper to class the pay of the junior Munsiffs’with that of the 
junior Deputy Magistrates and that is how the pay of the junior Munsiffs came 

. to be reduced to Rs. 200 a month. 1} hope that when the question of the 
inerease in the pay of these Mansiffs comes up for consideration, the history 
- of their initial pay will not be forgotten.” 


The Hon’ble Mavivi A. K. Fazi-un Hag said :— Z 
“ My Lord, I admit that in allotting expenditure on different items Govern- 
- ment have to take into consideration the relative importance of tho items of 
expenditure to be considered, It is true that the Government of India 
have ruled that in view of the-financial stringency through whitch we are now 
passing all expenditure, other than those of urgent and immediate necessity 
should be stopped. The only’ question which arises, therefore, is whether 
the proposal contained in this resolution can be called to be a matter of 
‘urgent and imperative necossity. That it is a mattgl of some necessity has 

ady been admitted. That it is a matter of ijkpottance has also been 
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i ‘Lord, | other — 
items, Bhowanipore Lunatic Asylum, two lakhs ; River patrol, Rs. 79,996 ; 
additional tomporary force for: Intelligence Branch, 1,04,308 ; increase for 


temporary force, two lakhs; and so forth. I want to question, my Lord, 
“whether all these are of greater importance and of more immediate necessity 
than the question of the raising of the Munsiff’s pay? Is the raising of the 
pay of the sub-inspectors’and head-constables by more than a lakh of more 
importance? I submit that in view of the fact that money has been found for 
ising the of sub-inspectors and head-constables ‘that the question of © 
sepa tin the pay of the members of the Provincial Judicial 
be tacidored, alco, It is true we are passing through a financial crisis, 
submit that the money which is needed will be certainly well spent : 
4 — in, gi effect to the recommendations of the Public bes br 
y mission with regard to the revision of this branch of public se 
quite a] te the value of the assurance that the Goyernment will try their 
_ best to doall that can possibly be done to improve the pay and prospects of the 
© Judicial Service. I have no doubt that all that.can possibly be done will be 
done. But having regard toall that has been dono, I donot think.that wecan — 
simply rest with the assurance of this character. It is true that a reference 
@ has got to be made'to the High Court, but more than two years have now — 
f apsed since we had the report of the Public Services Commission before us, 

I think Government ought to have by this time thought of getting the — 
advice of the High Court in the matter of gil effect to the recommenda- — 
tions of the Public Services Commission. I think, my Lord, we have made out 
‘a good ease for the Government to accept this resolution, and | hope Govern- 
‘iment will yet reconsider their decision in this matter.” : 


division was then taken with the following result :-— 











Ma, Ayes—18. 
7 "ble Dr. Nilratan Sarkar. 
‘ fee “Mr. Amiour Rahman, 
wig: Rev. Dr. G. Howells, 
3, Kumar Shib Shekbareswar Ray. 
Kishor Ray 
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Resolutions, 
Dr. Deba. Prasad Sarvadhikari, 


‘The following members were absant :-— 
© The Hon’ble Mr. ‘L. ©.'P. Gibbons, x.c. 
“a * the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 
» Raja Hrishikesh Laha, c.1.8. 
» Mr R, Glen. % 
», » the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan 
ites Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 
= » | Mr. E. B. Eden. 
rs 4s Mr. E. A. Martin. 
"i - Mr. H.R. A. Trwin, 
me “v Mr. M. Asraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 
i e Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, ¢.1.8. 
® ine of Mr. K. B. Dutt. 
Baba Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 


The Ayes being 18 and the Noes 19 the motion was lost. 
& 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEMS Nos. XIV 
AND Xv. 


The following: resolutions, which stood in the namos of the Hon'ble 
Babu Surendra Nath. Ray and Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, respectively, 
were, by leave of the President, withdrawn :— 

‘This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 

(a) provision be’ made for Rs. 50,000, or such other sum as may be 
necessary, to raise ‘the initial pay of the Munsiffs from 
Rs 200 to Rs. 250 ; and 

(4) the expenditure be met from the lump provision of Rs. 60,308, 
provided for regrading of sub-inspectors and head-con- 
stables. 


‘This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 


(a) a.sum:of “Rs. 1,00,000 be. provided. in the Budget for giving effect 
to the recommendation of the Public Services Commission for 
increasing the initial salaries of. Munsiffs ; and 

(b) the said-sum bertaken out of the provision of Rs. 96*58,000 under 
head Police, District Executive Force. ~ 







APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS JITEM No. XVI. 


Tho Hon'ble Dr. Depa Prasan Sarpapirca: 
resolutions") )) 7 ‘ oe we 
‘This Council Bey of to the Governor in Coupil that: 

_ (a),a sum, of R&, 80,000 be added to the BugjfiapEstimate (20,000) for 
‘prelniiars ‘orks in connection lar Reservoir 
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(b) the said sum of Rs. 30,000 be taken out ofthe provision of 
Rg. 6,64,000 for the construction of buildings in connection with 
the partition of Midnapore. 


He said :— 


“My Lord, this also is one of our hardy. annuals—hardier than the one 
which has just been disposed of. Every year this question is brought 
before the Council in the hope. of getting some sort of relief. This year we 
are fortified better than we used to be before, because Your Excellency was 
good enough to visit the locality in person and was able to form conclusions 
Srhich: I hope, are favourable. A very sympathetic reply was given in answer 
to the deputation that waited on Your Excellency the other day and some 
of the items provided in the Budget on pages 27 and 28 of the Revised 
Financial Statement are earnest of what Your Excellency’s Government 
propose to do under the present circumstances. I gratefully acknowledge 
that the sum provided for the improvement of Buxi khal will go a long way 
in relieving a certain tract of the country. But m; resolution relates mainly 
to the Damodar reservoir scheme and my. submission here is that a little 
more money ought to be provided for the preliminary york. I must, not have 
the hardihood to tell the department that it ought to’ spend on preliminary 
work more than what it thinks ought to be spent. The reason, however, 
why, I think, that the survey should be thorough and effective is that since 
the reply to the deputation wa& given, there has been criticism in the news- 
papers of the scleme that has been put forward and adverse suggestions have 
also appeared from men who had known of the scheme Wwhilo im the service 
of the department. Any mistake, my Lord, in conrection with the scheme 
would be worse than fatal and we cannot be -too careful as to how we 
proceed. Your Excellency’s Government have deputed an expert ofieer to 
go on with the work in addition to what Sir Adams-Williams has already 
done, Whether with regard to a big schemé like this the allotted sum will 
achieve any good results is doubted by some people who had the handling 
of the question before, and it is as a result of these criticisms that I ask 
Your Excellency’s Government whether. some more money ought not to be 
provided. It is a big problem no doubt, but the stake is also big. In other 
countries problems like this have been. successfully dealt with. Those who 
know countries like Holland know what terrible disasters the people had to 
face before, but which science and zeal have eouquered, The conditions are 
similar hero to a certain extent, though I do not forget the difficulties 
about silting and level and expanse. And if this extra big tract of country 
is to be given relief a very reliable scheme is necessary. tter far that the 
scheme should not be undertaken thansit should be badly undertaken, 1 do 
not for a moment suggest that that will be the case, but what I do suggest is 
that much more money would be necessary for achieving good results than the 
sum allotted*for the first year. Under these cireumstances I venturo to 
suggest that if a preliminary survey is to be effective atleast Rs. 50,000 
should be provided in the Budget.” . 


‘The Hon'ble Mr. Gotrey: said > : . 1 iy 


“My Lord, T can agsurethe Hon'ble Member who has moved this resolution 
that Government has ‘jall sympathy with his desire to push op with the 
investigations in conng ,ion with the construction in the Barakarvalley of 
areservoir for holdin’ up a portion of the Damodar flood water. The 
Hon’ble Member has \ id that he thinks that a sum of Rs. 20,000 which has 
been provided in my get for this purpose is insufficient,’ and in . order to 
achieve good result “Id spend more money on them. I trust that I shall 


be able to convi - ‘ble Member that th” ~aot the case. The work 
‘on which we are <p ail Je site for a reservoir, 
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Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari; Rat Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 


and haying found it to examine it from two standpoints, namely, geological 
and neering. At first we want.to see what sort of a foundation we may 
obtain for the reservoir dam and, secondly, whether the natire of the sub-soil 
is such as will render the. reservoir water-tight and resist scour in the neigh- 
bourhood of the sluices. We have to ascertain by survey the volume of water 
which can be impounded by the construction of a dam at the site, and our 
object. being to hold up a volume of 20,000 million feet of water we can arrive 
at the height of the dam which is requisite, and the area which will be 
submerged by the lake ‘when the'reservoir is full. We have also to examine 
other questions, such as the nature’ of the catchment area of the river, the 
nature of the sediment carried by the river when in flood and the volumo of the 
discharge. These are the questions which we have at present to enquire upon 
and solve. When we have found a site which is satisfactory both from the 
geological and engineering points of viow we will then have to design the 
reservoir dam and prepare the estimates. The estimates when ready will 
first be shown toand examined by the Inspector-General of Trrigation and 
finally submitted to the Government of India.for the sanction of that Govern- 
ment or of tho Secretary ‘of State in England. It will be seen, therefore, that 
our preliminary works, that is to say, works which we are about to carry 

~ Out are not of a costly nature. In addition we shall have the expert 
assistance of the Inspector-General of Irrigation and we shall no doubt apply 
to tlie Government of Tidia for the services of an expert officer from the 
Geological Department to report on the site froma geological standpoint. 
Our preliminary work must be absolutély thorough and sound. ‘The respon- 
sibility for the preparation of a project of this nature is very great and 
requires months of anxious and careful deliberation, but the actual expendi- 
ture in cash during the current year will be limited to survey worl, the 
purchase of camp equipments and mathematical instrumonts, tho making of 
borings an petty works costing small sums. We have provided Rs. 20,000 
for expenditure noxt year and we do not require more for the preparation of 
this project, therefore I do not agree with the Hon'ble Member that a 
larger provision for expenditure in the next year’s Budget is required. . The 
point is that the time has not yet arrived when we can do more.~@ We have 
first to prepare our project and then find out what it would cost and submit it 
to the expert officers of the Government of India for sanction, I hope that this 
explanation will satisfy the Hon’ble Member that the Budget provision is not 
inadequate for. our present purposes. In any case we shall not stop our 
investigations if we find ourselves running short of funds ; but as I have 
said T do not anticipate that this will be the case, I trust, therefore, that the 
Hon'ble Member will not press this resolution.” 





The Hon'ble Dr. Dena Prasap Sarnapmrkanr said :— 


“My Lord, I was not anticipating the work to which the Hon'ble 
Member has referred. * It isthe preliminary work pure and simple to which my 
observations related. I do not propose a reversion to the Satya Juga and try 
to foree more’money upon an unwilling department, and if.tho result can be 
achieved with Rs. 20,000, I should think that the Publie Works Department 
ought to receive a better certificate than the public has been willing to give 
them so long” « 

The resolution was then, by leave of the Pre 









Ment, withdrawn. 


_ APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XVII. 


The Hon'ble Rai Manenpra Cuanpra 


r RA Banipur moved the 
following resolution :-— 
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Resolutions. 
Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bakadur, 


be postponed for the present and that as much money as possible out of the 
sum of Rs. 6,64,000 for that purpose be allotted to.increase the grant in 
connection with the projects for mitigating the effect of the terrible floods. of 
the Damodar in the Burdwan Division. 


He said -— 


“My Lord, in consequence of the great struggle in which the Empire 
is now engaged I think that the present moment is hardly the time for 
carrying out any expensive scheme of doubtful utility such,.as_ the. partition- 
ing of the district of Midnapore. We are to provide) fon,the heavy 
‘liabilities which in one way or another will come upon us shortly after the 
waris over. The War imposes onus the necessity for conservation |of our 
resources.’ My Lord, in connection with the partition of the district. of 
Midnapore, how can we meet a heavy recurring expenditure on account of the 
maintenance of tlie officers to. be appointed ? ‘ 


At the Council meeting last. year, the Hon'ble Mr, P. C. Lyon, ¢.8.., 
pointed out that the district of Midnapore ‘has very special difficulties of 
its own. In fact, a considerable portion of its area is mhabited by aborigmal 
tribes differing entirely from the population of the other parts of the district. 
It has also very large Government estates and Canal Irrigation areas and 
other special difficulties.’ 


My friend, the Hon'ble Mr. -O’Malley while discussing. the general 
administration of this district at some length in his valuable treatise, the 
Gazetteer of Midnapore, has not raised the question of partitioning this 
district.. Besides, the proofs of this -book were read and revised by two 
eminent civilians, viz.,,W. A.\Marr, Esq., 1.c.s., Collector of Midnapore, and 
D. Weston, Esq., 1.¢.8., formerly Collector.of Midnapore. 


My Lord, I quote the following figures from the Report, of the District 
Administration Committee, subinitted to Government of Bengal in May 
1914 (wide page 39) for the purpose of comparison and careful consideration 
of Your Excellency’s Council ;— 
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‘Tarp ny Magiernares. 








+ Appeate 
Original nant 


Midnapore ae sees oe: 4,765 206 
24-Parginas reg se 34,281 268 


Cases com- 
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Sessions, 
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examined by ; 
Magistrates. 


Midnaporo ies ie se =. 11,949 
@4-Parganas is ti si wae AT AMS 


Number of 
Civil Suits 


tod in 

Civil Courts. 

Midnapore ad vel bel iis vs 85024 
24-Parganas oe yee on a wee 43,090 


My Lord, from the above statement, it will undoubtedly appear to Your 
Excellency’s Council that there is no urgency at all for partitioning the 
district of Midnapore for efficient administration of the district. 


The proposals for the partition of the district of Midnapore were 
abandoned on ‘financial considerations’ in 1885 by Government, 


My Lord, on account of the war the financial position of: Government 
has not improved now, 


The Government of India declined “ mainly on political grounds” to 
proceed any further with the question of partition of Midnapore, and an 
Additional District Magistrate for Midnapore was appointed in 1908. 


Last year, the Hon’ble Mr. Lyon observed at the Council meeting that 
“so long as these districts (7c., Mymensingh and Midnapore) remain undivid- 
ed, we can expect but little improvement in sanitation because the whole 
unit is too big, whether it be the Collectorate or the District Board.’ My 
Lord, non-official gentlemen are now being appointed as Chairnfon of District 
Boards, and therefore District Magistrates are relieved of their multifarious 
duties counected with the administratiof of District Boards. 


_ My Lord, it is not the question of area alone which,can effect marked im- 
, einen in the efficient, administration of a district, Put-it is the question of 
funds available at the disposal of the district offi expenditure in his own 
district. It is not the question of total income of a dis{fict from various sources, 
such as excise, income-tax, ete., not to speak of its [od revenue, but it is the 
uestion of allotment from the provincial as'well as @Mgnt from the Imperial 
overnment, Money should be provided to solve theMproblems in connection 
with the legitimate and chronic complaints about gis or drainage and 
i fet the people w' ate their share to 
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My Lord, let me take the case of Howrah district for purpose of com- 
parison; because the area of Howrah district is 510 square miles and it is 
the smallest district in the Presidency of Bengal, with a population of about 
84 lakhs being less numerous than any other district in the Province except 
Darjeeling. The district of Howrah is still under the Collector of Hooghly 
and therefore the District Magistrate of Howrah has got a_greater. amount 
of time at his disposal to look after the smallest area of his district in the 
Presidency of Bengal. But what of that? The paddy-fields of soveral 
mauzas in the Uluberia subdivision of Howrah district are still under water, 
and imménse damage is done to crops every year for want of proper drainage ; 
the helpless raiyat and encumbered landlords are on the verge of ruin. But 
‘Government are not taking steps to carry out any work for the speedy 
drainage of this area.’ T have been informed at the Council meeting by the 
Hon'ble Member in charge that ‘the area will be elficiently drained when 
eflect is given to the Amta drainage project. The solution of the problem 
has already been found and that the only obstacle being money,’ In 1873 
Colonel Haig, Chief Engineer of Bengal, recommended the Amta scheme for 
the drainage of 84 square miles. Of the rural thanas in the ‘district of 
Howrah ‘Amta is the most unhealthy’ (vide page 52, District, Gazetteer of 
Howrah by Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley). 


The Amta drainage scheme ‘has already been approved by Government 
and is only awaiting funds.’ 


My Lord, in connection with the Damodar floods, we are extremely 
thankful to your Excellency’s sympathetic reply to the membors of the 
deputation that waited’ upon your Excellency in February last, but unfor- 
tunately, sufficient provision has not been made in the Budget for all the 
proposed new measures and improved drainage-as montioned in the reply. 


My Lord, I humbly appeal to your Excellency’s Council that the’scheme 
for the constructien of building in connection with the partition of Midna 
be postponed for the present and that as much money.as possible out of the 
sum of Rs. 6,64,000 for that purpose be. allotted to.increase the grant in 
connection with the projects for mitigating the effect of floods of the Damodar 
that most seriously affect every year the lives and’ properties of thousands 
of poor inhabitants of about 800 villages in the Burdwan Division.” 


The Hon'ble Mavivi Anun Kasem said :-— 


“My Lord, I rise to support my friend, and in doing so I-must say that ~ 
the people of the Burdwan Division gratefully appreciate the very sympathetic 
attitude taken up by Government with reference:to the question of the flood 
aroa. My Lord, high hopes have been raised on the minds of the people by 
Your Excellency’s visit to some of the affected areas and they believe that 
something substantial will be done in the near future. Your Excellency 
was pleased to give us a detailed aceount of what: it.was proposed to do and 
I rise now simply to impress upon your Hxcellency’s Government that the 
Damodar and Ajai flagds have brought the cultivators in/a large area in the 
district of Burdwan \ind Hooghly to a distressful condition and the situation 
at the Presént_ momen very critical, And if relief is delayed ‘and ‘the 
country is allowed tofthe flooded next year again the result will be that 
the districts of Burdw9f. Hooghly and Howrah will be practically devastated. 
Thopo, My Lord, s hing will be done before the coming rains to give timely 
relief, at any rate, t ople by the protection of the crops for at least one 
or two years, so thi 
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‘Resolutions. 
Mr. Cowley ; Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 
ThoHon'blo Mr, Cowxty said :— 


“My Lord, tho subject matter of this resolution is receiving the sympa- 
thetic consideration of Government. Our schemo for mitigating the affects 
of those floods of the river Damodar have also been ovplained in this Council 
several times. They are being pushed forward as quickly as we can, Wo 
cannot in the course of one year or six montlis finish or complete any one of 
these schemes. “The work consists to a very great extent in the acquisition 
of land and the excayation of earth. Both of these proceedings take much 
‘time and do not involve expenditure at a rapid rate To spend a large sum 
of money on earthwork means that a vi large amount of earth has to be 
excavated and the time at our disposal is limited by physical conditions. 

In regard to the expenditure if we had a dredger available for dredging 











. the Hodrhoora Khal we could no doubt proceed with our work more rapidly 


and consequently spend a large sum over and above that provided for in the 
budget, As has been explained more than once in this Council we cannot 
at the present time purchase a dredger. We have only’ two dredgers 
available for use, but both these are fully employed for the maintenance of 
our waterways. We cannot take up the excavation of the Chetooa escape 
channel at prosent for the reason that we have not completed yet the 
collection of all the hydraulic data which is necessary for the proper 
alignment of that escape channel. Consequently the work cannot be under 
taken, but we shall push on with the schemes we have in hand. I can, 


~ however, assure the Hon'ble Member who has moved this resolution that 


Government is just as anxious as he can be to see these works completed, but 
I cannot promise that they will be completed in one year or three years, but 
thatthe work will be pushed on as rapidly as‘possible. We have provided 
in our budgei for the next year for as much work as we think we can 
possibly do, and we do not anticipate that even had we further large sums of 
money we could spend it. I trust, therefore, that the Hon'ble Mover will seo 
that in the circumstances an addition to the grant is not necessary and [ hope 
he will not press his resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Rat Manenpra Cuanpra Mirra Bananur said -— 


“My Lord, I have submitted my views in support of the resolution, and 

T thought that it would be accepted by the Council without, any hesitation. 
‘There are two questions before the Council now : The first is the difficulty to 
which the raiyats have been put owing to the floods of the Damodar and 
the second is the question whetlier for the convenience of administrative 
work some buildings are to be constructed. Now it is for the Council to 
decide these questions ; it requires no argument of mine to support the 
resolution. On one side we have the question of humanity and on the other 
side the question of officiency. We have to consider whéther there is any 
necessity of keeping in hand Rs. 6,64,000 for the purposo of building in 
connection with the partition of Midnapore or to aban the money for the 
mitigation of the effect of the floods. It is only f r the consideration of 
Government whether the raiyats of 800 villagep situated as they are ai. 
present without. any help from anybody cannot expect help from Govern- 
ment in such urgent matters. 
I find, My Lord, in the budget that a sum O@Rs. 20,000 has been allotted 
/as_apreliminary measure to mitigate the offect*qof the flood. Now if 
said that the amount will be increased noxt yeangit will not put the rai 
ina comfortable position. Your Lordship had 0 the affected area and 
our Lordship must-have been convinced thy? eesary for Government 
to pay at once as mug 5 is eotnstances. I can 
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The President ; Rai Makenira Chandra, Mitra, Bahadur. 


from field to field without getting a morsel of rige.or bread. . “Phat bei 
position of the raiyais I claim for them your Excelloncy's consideration #] 

if money-és'to be spent for their benefit it must be done at once. Therefore, 
I strongly appeal to Your Excellency’s Government to postpone the construc- 
tion of the buildings for the partition of Midnapore ;and spend the amount 
as much as. possible for the comfort ofthese villagers. I cannot: describe 
the pitiable condition of the raiyats. If it is said that ‘because it has been 
settled that, buildings are to be constructed and’ therefore the money. is to be 
spent on that account, my humble: submission is that Government has full 
authority to reconsider thé matter and allow the construction of the buildings 
to .be postponed and spend the. money for the. benefit. of the raiyats. 1 
appeal, therefore, on the grounds of humanity for the acceptance of this 
resolution.” ; 


The resolution was then put and lost. * 


‘The Preemenr said :— 


“For the convenience of Hon'ble Members T propose to. takeone more 
resolution this evening and after discussing the next’ resolution (No. XVIII) 
on the order paper, | shall adjourn the Couneil-wntil to-morrow.” 


RESOLUTION No. XVIII. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS —ITEM No. XVIII. 


The Hon’ble Rai Manenpra Cianpra Mirra Bahadur’ moved the 
following resolution, :— . . =e pie 

aia Li. 7 

This Council recommends to the. Goyernor in Council that, the projects 

for the acquisition of land in, connection with the partition of Mymensingh be 

_postponed for the prosent.and the sum of Rs. '6,50,000. for that. urpose be 

ae to provide funds. for building: a hostel for the “Medic College, 

eutta: : iy an 


Y ? 


He said: c GO P 
_ “Tn 'inovingsthe resolution T have\already submitted, my views in connee- 
tion with the partition ‘of Mymensingh. ash cae aaah Per sn 

Ag the vesult of my last year’s yesolition on the subjéct of achostel: for 
the indian students of the Medical College, Caleutta, they have heén 

,, accommodated: in avbuildigg, hived ‘for: the’ purpose atia Zreat’ distance from 
‘thoweollege which they. are ‘to attend! several: times during: night andday. 
This temporary arrangemef is not satisfactory, specially during ‘the -rainy. 
season. The collegiate sti Prosidency’ College, Calcutta, vi 
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: foe = 
Resohitions. 

‘SO W8te Honity “Wheeler. 

Department, dated 'the 27th August 1917, will surely convince Your ‘Excel 


leney’s Council of the most urgent need for hostels for the Indian students 
of the Medical College -— : 

The question of hostel accommodation for the students has beedme more 
Pressing than ever. If we are to be responsible for the protection of our 
students from all: undesirable external: influences, we must provide ‘them 
with proper accommodation and also place them under proper supervision, 
This can only be-done if we have'a éollegiate hostel. Tam aware that the 
exponditure ‘involved in providing hostel accommodation for: five or six 
hundred: studends.is a heavy one, At the. same time the Medical 
College of Calcutta will be a century old in: a few years, It isa great pity 
that it should have such fundamental wants still unprovided for, while 
similar institutions in other Provinces of recent growth are so well furnished 
with all their needs.’ i ‘ 


May T ask Your Excellency what has been done in this connection ? 



































With these remarks I beg to move the resolution for the consideration of 
Your Excelleney’s Couneil:'! : 


The Hon'ble Sir Hexry Warenae said 


“ Sir, last year the Hon'ble Member moved this samo resolution, which 
thon had reference ouly to the provision of funds for tho acquisition of land 
for this scheme. On the explanation of the case by my Hon'ble friend, 
Mr. Beatson Bell, the Hon'ble Mover withdrew the resolution ; yet although 
the position is much what it was last year, except inone respect, as I will 
explain in a moment, he now desires not only the acquisition of land but aleo 
the building of the hostel. The reasons, which were given him last year and 
which stood in the way of his request, were that, although Government fully 
recognised the desirability of providing a hostel for medical students, we had, 
in that year, in relation to the Medical College, given preference to the con- 
struction of servants’ quarters. and we were h. ing to make temporary 
arrangements for the housing of students. It Was also explained that, 
whereas there was a possibility of certain colleges eventually being removed 
from Calcutta and thereby rendering vacant the buildings which they now 
occupied, there were adequate reasons for holding our hands before embark- 
ing upon a fresh ainbitious project. This will be an expensive scheme, and 
the first estimate of its cost amounted to no less than Rs. 204 lakhs. Tt was 
cut down in 1909 to Rs. 144 lakhs to make provision for some 300 students, 
bat even at that it is obviously a big affair. 


That being the situation last year it is somewhat similar now ; we are 
still constructing.the servants’ quarters, and wo have still this unsolved 
problem ofthe possible removal of somo of the colleges trom Caleutta to 
the suburbs. But in the matter of providing tem ‘ary accommodation we 
_ have redeemed the- pledge of last year. The ‘rincipal’s report of 1918 
says that up tothe end of last session students, other than those living; or 
su to be living, with parents or suitable guardians (numbering about 
700), were living in unattached messes, with the ro ee of a very small ” 
number who resided in two attached messes. Prggtically, all those, therefore, 
who were not living with parents or guardiay™ were living in unattached 
messes, We now, however, have 16 attached esses to accommodate 338 

There has, therefore, been a very ed improvement in the 
condition of affairs since last year. It is trac thas gm want to have a hostel 
which will accommodate about 300 8 
are already adoptin, 

~of the moment, 
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Rai Mahendra Chandra’ Mitra Bahadur. 
expensive hostel: ~Therefore; Sir, for the time being, looking at the general 
financial-position; ].do not think we can afford to spend a large-sum fora 


hostel, more especially if this would entail the postponement of the acqui- 
sition of the land for the partition of Mymensingh.” 


The Hon'ble’ Rai Mavenpra Cxanpra Mirra Bahadur said :-— 


“My Lord, I have put before the Council all the inconvenience felt by the 
Medical Gollege students. I have also listened to the reply given by the 
Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler. Iam porsuaded to place my resolution before 
the Council and | trust that it will be accepted.” 


The resolution was then put and lost. 
‘The Council was then adjourned till Friday, the 15th March, at 1 aim, 
at Government House, Calcutta. 


A. M. HUTCHISON, 
Secretary to the Bengal Legislative Council and 
Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, Legislative Dept. ( Ofg.). 
Cancurra ; 
The 9th April, 1918. 
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Statement reyarding: 


Department. employed on inspection work and their proficiency in the 


vernacular, 


APPENDIX a, 


(Referred t0.1n Answer to Question No. vii), 
the names of Buropean officers of the Educational 


Their length | Whether they acquired 


v 





experience of similar 





















































z 7 of service in| proficiency in vernacular 

Name of officers employed Mees bgoerd pital India prior | "Gither before we after 
as Lnspectorsof Schools. Samglooment ‘ea Teper Noemploy ment their employment as 

ot Belliatha, ‘as Inspectors Luxpectors of 
4 of Schools, 
1 2 3 
Yow v, 

1, The.Hon'‘ble Me. W. C. Tanght in achools in England | 7 9 92 | Passed the departmental 
Wordsworth, formerly | fro#f Ustober 1903 to July examination in the verna- 
Tinipector “of | Schools, | 1904 and from September cular before employment an 
Presidency Division, 1905 to December 1907. Inspector of Schools, 

- § Held charge of the, post of 
Angpector of European Schools, | 4 
Bengal, from 2nd January to 
4th February, 191 

2 Me. -T. 0. D. Diino, | Taught ina school in England’) 7 3 99 | Haw not Passed the depart- 
Inspector of Schdols,| “from Jarmtary 1906 to Ostobor imental examination in the 
Fresidericy Division and | 1908; was attached to the vernacular, 
previously Burdwan Divi- | office of the Inspector of 
sion, Schools, Dacca Division, for 

the purpose of training from 
Zth December 1908 to 5th 
April 1909, 
Mr. H. E, Stapleton, | Og. Principal, Calcutta Madras-|' 211 G |Passed the departmental 
mpector of Schools, sa, from 22nd Jee 1908 10 | examination in the vyerna- 
Dacon Division, 21st October 1908. cular -after appointment as 
Inspector of Schools, 

4. Me. F.C. Turner, for-| Was for 3 years Profewor of| 11 6 9 Has not passed the depart- 
merly Inspector of | Mathematics, Tewfikaja mental exainination in. the 
Schools, Dacca Division. | Madrassa, Cairo. Held charge vernacular, 

of the duties of the Head 
Master of the Dagoa School 
of Engineering in addition to 
his own duties as Professor, 
Dacca Collepe, from 23% 
= November 1907 to 26th April 
©. 1908, ~ 

5. Mr. J. W. Guin, | Taught in schools in England 17 2 2 | Passed the departmental exa- 
Torinerly Inspector of | from September 1903. to April amination in the vernacular 
Schools, Rajshahi Divi-| 1904, and again from Septem: after appointment as Tns- 
sion, Dacct Division und | ber 1905 to Jaly 1908, and pector of Schools. 
Chittagong Division, from September 1908 to De- 

comber 1910 ; also in Switzer- 
land from September 1914 to 
July 1905, 

6. Mr M. P. West, | Trained for ote year in Eng-| 2 6 6 | Passed the — departmental 
Officiating Inspector of | laud at tho University of examinatibn in the verna- 
Schools, "Chittagong | Manchester and at the London cular before appointment as 
Division and formerly | Day Training College and at Tospector of Schools, 
of Presidency Division.” | the University College, 

London, 
Mr. W.E, Griffith, Offi-| Taught at schools in England| 9 10 14 Ditto ditto, 
siasng ospector of | from 1897 to 1906, 
Schools, Burdwan Divi- 
sion. > 

a Mr @. D, OMaclea, | Ni 910 Has not pean the depart. 
Inspector of juropean mental examination in the 
Schools, sil vernacular, 

9. Mr. A. Mercer, Officiat- | Taught in schools in England} 9 8 Ditto ditto, 


ing Trapector of Kuropen 





from September 1902 to July 
1908 and from September 
1910 to September 1913, 
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(Referred*to in Answer to Question No. XIV). 


No. 343 Edn., dated Calcutta, the 18th February, 1918. 
Memo.—By the Under-Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, General 
Department. 
Cory of the following forwarded to the Director of Public apaieabiony © 
Bengal, for information. 


No. 342 Edn., dated Calcutta, the 18th February, 1918. 
From—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Genoral Depart- 
ment, 
To—The Commissioner of the Chittagong Division. 

Tam directed to refer to the correspondence resting with yottr letter 
No. 646C., dated the 15th October, 1917, with which you forwayd a petition 
from the Secretary to the Hindu Endowment Committee, Chittagong. The 
Committee prays (1) that orders should issue prohikiting any Muhamifiadan 
gathering forany purpose on what is known as the brickfield land at Sitakund 
and that the land ‘should not be used as a play-ground for the boys of the 
High School and the Madrassa, and (2) that the school and the Madrassa 
should be removed from Sitakund. 

2. In reply, I am to say that Government decline to entertain these 
proposals. hey consider that the quostion whether the brickfield land 
should be used by the Muhammadans for religious gatherings and by. the 
school boys for a play-ground is a matter for the local officers to decide. 
Government also see no reason to differ from the conclusion arrived at by you 
and the Director of Public Instruction in regard to the selection of a site for 
the Sitakund High English School, and. will therefore await your proposals 








for the construction of the school on the dak bungalow site. 
APPENDIX C. 
(Referred to in Answer to Question No, XV). 





Statement showing the number of appointments in the Judicial Branch of 
the Provincial Civil Service, Executive Branch of the Provincial’ Civil 
Service and Subordinate Civil Service given to inhabitants of the district 
of Mymensingh during the years 1908—1917, 


Judicial Branch of the Provincial Civil Service. 


. 
Number of 
‘appointments, 


Nn. 


Yours 


Nil oe 





Sn nin prof ston wong Hi an Siow 


the Dacca Division during 19 18 to 1916-. Ht, 








e wnpenditiere Agendas Siena District, Boards in. 
7 eay during = i the inprovenet of ie 

















n “the Harirampur dispensary, built on the new app v~ 
éd types pla, has been pened with effect from Ist August 1917, and bids 
‘fair to be one of the most popular dispensaries in tho. subdivision, : 
clon a. eae site has boon raised and contract given’ ont for the’ 
‘construction f the alspeneary during the current financial el: bes 
| zi Kalia.—The ‘Tilli dispensary is in a bad way andit is doubtful whether 
it will not bé advisable to, close the dispensary and to retain only a’ doctor 
' wing a fixed pay from the Board with full liberty regarding private practice. 
AN “interest is taken in the dispensary. by the people at Tilli and 
at. Kalia, ae is not far away—uno betior results ean be expected... Failing to 
find any place whero intelligent local interest will be taken ina dispensary it 
will perhaps be thought better to have no dispensary at all. i 


-* Baldhara:—A plan for extonsion and improvement of the dispensary has 
béen subriitted and completion and improvement of tho dispensary has been 
submitted and completion of the land acquisition proceedings is awaited, 

. The Bisnupur thana has not been sanctioned yet and there is no immediate 
prospect of any dispensary being built there or at Singair. 


., Malaria doctors-—No information is ayailablo hers about their depu- 
ee Information may be obtained from the Sanitary Commissioner, 
ngal. 
° TA cholera doctor was deputed in the month of December 1916, but 
the small local outbreak of the disease subsided quickly and the doctor 
returned after a stay of only about a week in the subdivision. 


63 58) “Samtation parties.—T wo parties, each consisting of an Inspector on 
Rei 30, sith pony allowanze of Rs. 10 and 2 coolies on Rs. 15 per month, 
were, gapler in Harirampur and Ghiar thanas from 1st November 1915 
* 40 B18 ay 1916. They cleared jungle from public places and induced. 
he vil ts to clear their lands. of qunale and noxious vegitation, disin- 
~ “fected all public wells and tanks, distributed quinine and quinine almanaes, 
and when a small outbreak of cholera took place in Decomber 1915, 
distributed cholera pills. The results appearing satisfactory the system 
was oxtonded and three similar parties were ‘employed on the same duties 
from November 1916 toMay 1917. They will be again omployed from the 
Ist December 1917 till the ond of May next. 


~_ 9. ‘The health of the subdivision has been better during the past two 

18, a8. the subjoined figures will indicate and as tho floods were high in 

‘years it is difficult to speculate as to the extent to which this healthiness 
to the precautionary moasnres above descrihad. 


floods “have, howover, been ‘low this year and the healthiness or 
Of the next autumn and winter months will afford a fair test of the 
































fficacy of the moasuros undertaken. ; “ 
, Phe totil number of pationts treated in the dispensaries of the sub- 
dix isle in.eachi ofthe years :— > thn 8 
: Ro Te ite, 1915, on ee ee 
BITS. 56,560 - 5,029 


; 6271 
5,575 


6155 
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q % Datoot | Paatod of 
No. Shoe ano’ Drone," +} ining tat 5 | ocr fn~ | ;ARG on te 
®. “}@ appointment, | appointment. ee 
— ae 
twee ie Somer. XM. 
é 1gl4, ” 
io Sbendia Chandra’ Mazumdar, 80th Apl. 019" | $2" 5 * 
Res a Nath Basu, B.n. ++ | 6th Ma; 018 32 3 
D jendra Nath Pal, M.A, B.u.| 24th July; 016 532-0 -* 
bse en i 
ta . 
xi oA So S| 1915. : 
ar ae ae Bihari Sarkar, M.a.,|12th Jan. ... 221 3111 
i, - 
a7 fapott Prasad Banerji, 8. u. 14th, 218 32.0 
18 hima Ranjan Mitra, B.., | 15th Feb. 70 31 10 
1 Chandra Ray, B.L. 8th Mar. 025 81 9 
: m Lal Basu, B.. 22nd..,, 010 31 1 
Shailesh Chandra Banerji, | 6th AplL 0 18 817 
2 Ts, * : : 
| Gyanendra Nath Ghosh, px, | 6th ,, 013 ak 6 
Gitaartie Kumar Ray, Bw, | 18th May 420 3h 5 
Re “ty Priya Basu, Barrister- | 20th 4 10 31 6 
a “Law. oa 
ndra Kumar Biswas, B. 119 31 6 
Chandra Sarkar, Re 2.7 31.6 
mulya Kumar Guha, B.n. +021 816 
ani Kanta Chaudhuri, | 14th 110 Bl 5 
i Mob; Bil. te 
.. 29 Miran Chandra Mitra, BL, 4 015 31. 6 
ek uw. Chandra Basu, MA, 0 21 3hog 
£ p Chandra Sen Gupta: 1 20 514 
rs LAs, Bil. f i 
32 Jogesh Chandra Chatarji, B.u; 117 “31.0 
Sagat Nath Basu nee M.A, 08 931-1 
nay Bhusan Sen, B.1. " 015 erst 3 
u mad Abul Ashan, 0 21 * 80.11 
BL, ihe i fa ‘i eRyian 'g 
4 “Peo 1916, 7 
3rd Jan, 0 22 vn > 
5 y Krishna Sen, p.x. Lae 115 31 2 
nt Bihari Mukharji, | 21st'Feb, 215 30/10 
Mulch . | 25th Ap re 30 5 
2th i 0 ae 30.6 
Mth, 0 24 31 0 
smth, 10 30 6 
eo |') ieee 
aa N 
16th Apl. 28 10 
Ast June 28 10 
* HB Dig 
2nd Jul, 
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sig showing rad of hired buildings. in the series: of the Vitali, Poie : 
poms in 1918, ; 



















No. of ‘ 


Moly __Looktary. How occupied. 





». 8 | Shampooker Street 


ae paoker police nection 
45° | Raji Raj Ballay Streot ont 


‘ve | Quartors of additional ofier, te gray! 








‘ police section, 
16 Sta Breet 4 a Tiee 4 Dia ait = 
A Proms Rar Tae Beat owt) easel rc. officer, Jorabazan wetion 
161 | Corm Street a oe Sadeotd Section co 
"5 | Sam Nath Mak Lan | aera eee 





20 | Muktaram, Baba Street 
12 & 13 | Harinbari Ist Lane J 
165 | Manicktulla Street 

166 Ditto 

118 | Upy er Cirgular Road 


8A | Sfitbnaraini Das Lane 
421 | Upper Cireular Road 


24 | Watgrloo Street, 
56 to 58 Hr a ae 
32 | Bow, Bazar Street 
344 Kapalitolla Lane 
7 | Chandney Ohoke Tut Lave, 
169 | Bow Bazar Street» 
107 Ditto 
114 | Lower Ciroufar Road 
13 a A aa 


Sorasanko 
























. | Sues ‘outpost and office of, the 
Deputy Sinisa North District. 

Sukea Street 

Adal Con Consiabled ot Sika Bleet section 

beige: a st butpost: 


Bor a on 


Chandy 
| Moochi 




















5 ‘ne 

at tad baste or el tn " 
as ce section 

2 aM (se meat pr Se pal section sve 
es oe 2 
26 male ig Heainnsstion, 

ore] Ki ote i St Detective be pre 
6-2] Dittoy tinier i Ae dito" ‘ 
20 | Mohan Bagan Road” es s+ | Quarters of Inspector, Detective Dobie i 
109 | Ripon Street me as ae ae 
51|Taltolla Lane i. go a, dis eee 
22 | Bhampooker Steet Bs nts pie ‘Spbitnepeotor, Debwoiiee 


ment. 

















Chota Gamly 


43 
3 | South 

5 Lee ey 
58 | Barrackpore 
7 


‘Tronk Road 


Alipore Hane. 
15 Camaoitrest. 


14 | Beplavady, Mausiiie 


88 | Haris 





cherjeo Road 
Plen" 
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age “ Ocoupler'a 
E ¥ Monthly| share. 
oe How occupied. <a * pag rw AE 
: er quarter. 






























rer er Foree, 
Ditto ditto - 
~ | Los ', Malkh oy 


+ | Quarters of Deputy Commissioner, North |. 
District, 


"| Howrah ‘Trafic Police Headquarters 
my 


+ | Additional Constables of Entally section 


= 7 ; = 


our Subrtupesor,Peideny Court 
i 


wart Sub-Lugpeetor, Alipore Court 
irt Ing] ', Sealdah Court 
t Sub-Inspector, Juvenile Court 
wspector, High Court Guard 
espoctar, Kabuli Guard 
bles and Constables. for coutrol of 





alin. 
sopeah on ctors, Headquarters Force... 
POppaatice, ag Constables of Koad: 





Assistant, Commissioner, Port Police Bi 


Sed ot “of ied Commissioner, Detective 
nerf of Deputy Commissioner, South 


Gare at Depity” Commigsioiior,  Head- 
quacler 

Aitact Commissioner, South Suburbs wa 

tta Mounted Police stables... re 


Inspector, Motor Car Department 

Sub-Inepector, Motor Car Department 

European officer of the 3rd Company of Armed 
Police, 

Enropean iapoctor, Detective Department ... 





Biyropea tor, Arins Act... on 
Cossipore Police, Detective Dopartinont — .. 
Groand rent of Chitpore police section 


Additional Constable of Ultadange section 

Additional Constables of Manicktolla section 
Ditto of Belliaghatta section 

Belliaghatta section 

Junior Sab-Loxpector, Belliaghatta’ section 











Ditto Sub-Inspector, Kutally section 
Beviapooker. section 
Ballygunge section 
[Baer sate section beat woe 





‘Tollyguiige section 
Additional weit of Tollygonge sectio 


i fia ‘Gonwtabls of Alport section 
Shere 


ut pos 
Constables of Bkbalpors section .., 
ut of isa flesatte entpone 
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Se 
oe weameeka” 
dasédocd 1B 


an 


30 
10-14, 
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kir Chan 
86> Banaiali Sircar Lane 


de s 











Dass Lane 


Bokul Bagan 1st Lane 
Ram Pg sr) anal 


Paes oo Dae e 
‘Trafdar ‘Tank 1s Land 





Samlhoo Nath Pandit Street 

Ruston, Noth 
napukar Road 

Middleoads Bntally 


Lowor,Chitpore Road 
oss Lave 





Robert: 
Chandney Eiichi’ im Gane 


Dhurruntolia Street sas 
Jerdine Lane my 
Tottey Lane (portion) 
hoke Bnd Lane 
Noteat arece 
= 
Maulvi Imdad Ali Lane 


Metcalfe Street 
Greek Row 


Suoterkin 

Temple Bufo 
Sei 

be ato Court ms 


Doon Street 





ee Sehool Bert 
juriamah’s Lane 


8 Sian vant oeeany ae 


1 Pigs Sree <0) ” 


‘Chapel Road (port rg 
Mari ree otic) 
a Toad 
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(Referred to"ln Anawor to Question No, XXXV of tho 19th February 1918), 


* © Slatement showing the nuinber and the nature of criminal, cases for offences 
| committed against the provisions of the salt laws between March 1916 

y and August 1917 and between September 1917, andi January 1918." 

F ere 














=e 
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Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Coincil assembled under 
the Provisions of the Government of Intia Act, 1915. 








é Tue Council met in the Council Chamber at Gtvernment House, 
Calcutta, on'Friday, the 15th March, 1918, at 11 a.m. : 


Present : 


His Excellency the Right Hon'ble Lawrence Joun Lumizy Dunpas, Earn 
or Ronaupsnay, G.c.1.8., Governor of the Presidency of Fort 


William in Bengal, presiding. 
: ‘The Hon'ble Sir Heyry Waeecrr, Kc..8., C8. 
The Hon’blo Mx. N. D. Beatson Bet, C.8.Ly CLE. 
‘The Hon'ble Sin SarvEnpra Prasanna Sina, xr. 
‘The Hon’ble Mn. ©. J. SrEvENsoN-Moorg, c.v.0. 
The Hon'ble Mx, J. H. Kerr, cat, o.1.8, 
The Hon’ble Mx. J. Donat, .1.8. 
The Hon'ble Mx, L, 8. 8, O’Mauuey. 
The Hon'ble Mr. F. A, A. Cowney. 
“Pho Hon'ble Lr.-Cotonen W. J. Bucnanan, ¢.1E., Lats. 
- The Hon’ble Mr. C, H. Bomras. : 


The Hon’ble Mx. W. C. Woxpsworrn. 


‘The Hon'ble Mr. CO. F. Payne. 







Tho Hon'ble Ma. E. B, H. Paxton. 


The Hon'ble Rar Parra Nava Marasanst Bag 
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7 
The Hon'ble Mx. J. Mackenam, 9 


_'The Hon'ble Mx, W.-H. H. Aupex-Woon, 6. 





The Hon'ble"Mx. tee Raitaman: Bees. : st 
Rodiecns us. R. Gren. 
_ The Hon'ble Rev, Dr. G. onestiat 
The Hon'ble Mr. Provasn Cxonpsr Mirrer. 
The Hon'ble Kumar Suu Seaatascray Ray. 
r 4 
The Hon'ble Dr. Depa Prasap Sarnapnixari, CL. 
The Homble Rat Devenper Cnunper Grose Banapur. 
The Hen'ble Mr. F. W. Carrer, c.1.5. 
The Hon'ble Mr, W. E. Crum. 
The Hon’ble Mr. E. B. Even. 
The Hon'ble Dr. Anpunia-Au-Mamun Songzawanpy, 
The Hon'ble Mavrvi Anu, Kase. 
The Hon'ble Mr. M. Asurar Aut Kuay fant 
The Hon'ble Mavivi A. K, Fagt-vi-Hag. 
; The Hepa Kuan Sanm Aman Aut. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Avrar Au. 


‘The Hon'ble Rar Sm Narn Ray Bawapur. * 
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have'not asked cee? more than the 
ext year because we have calculated our possibiliti 
able to spend more in the coming year than we- haye- 
“years. ‘ figures: that I have for capital grants to non-Government 
vag in recent Shnlae aes aa a 


1e coming year, we cpatemaaie Spending a lakh on grants to schools, 

ai and un-aided. This means that we have a number of schemes 

0 far advanced that we can reasonably expect them tot be 

during the coming year, to that point ai: which Government grants 

to. extent may be made. It. is not probable that any schemes uae 

eda will advance to that point during the year. The. present K 
peculiarly difficult for schoo! uilding is expensive, material cult to 

“obtain, and tho local contributions necessary are not forthcoming to the 

aie degree ie they were a few years ago. For -these reasons the ‘majority 

of high schools are deciding to postpone building operations until a more me 

eniont ti T trust I have made i clear that the department of Pane 
‘and Gor in full sympathy with the Hon'ble Member, all 


what we can ; if we have miscalculated and if it Appears that we shall bein 


‘ition ph a more money in fronts, than tho rovision already made in 
take steps, in the ordinary: inistrative way, to meet, 
The figures i in our budget are— 


> for ESsakd Wal setavtlces Aerie esd attest 
ine sd purchase af wa, fe a ee 
ditto “to European sch z ahaha seas ius 


1,75,000, 
sana sf 


ce ret that we shall 9 See chee tae bg and on behalf 


rae eg the. resolution,” 


} has, i am. sorry, come: upon | me as a surprise. T' is the first 
r sihidaieed that there is difficulty in spending the money that ma} 
ted for the pupae of bunlding bie high schools or grants-in-aid to hi 
. ee ee have been, under the impression that. there was no 
hat schemes. are to be matured before « 
haye been taken in ae 
Lecause there was, 
hemes if there 
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schools or guru training schools.. [inay explain, as some Hon'ble Members may 
not be aware of it, that a guru training school is a school in which a primary 
school toacher is trained in the art of teaching. As tho Council knows, a 
provident fund is, as a rule, a matter in which employers and-employed alone 

+ ave interested, and before you start a fund, a number of points of principle 
have to be'settled. Th sotne eases the employé’s contribution is optional—he 
‘may or may not join the fund and be admitted to its benefits—in other cases 

* itis Compulsory and a condition of his employment. A contribution up toa 
certain poreshtage of pay may be obligatory; a contribution of more than 
that percentage may be optional, Many employers do not admit low-paid 

" employés to the benefits of’a provident und, either, it may be, because their 
pay is so small that they cannot be expected to subscribe, or because they 
have no vontinuity of service, de. they may be employed one week and leave 
their employment the next. I am afraid 1 am stating somewhat elementary 

" principles, but.I wish to show that the establishment of a provident fund is 
not a simple matter which ean be settled out of hand, especially when. a large 

~ body of employés. is concerned. You have'to determine a number of impor- 
tant points. For instance, shallithe fund be compulsory or optional? What 
shall be the contribution of the employer and the omvlaye? What shall be 
the lowest pay at which an employé shall be allowed to join a provident fund ? 

















Another point, to which I want to draw the attention of the Council, is 
that a provident fund is, as ‘a rulé, started by employers for the benefit of 
their own employés, The proces! before the Council is that Government 
should start a provident fund for primary school teachers whether: in. its 
employ or not. ‘The number of primary school teachers in Government 

"service in this Presidency is comparatively small. There are, in round figures, 
40,000 primary school teachers in Bengal. Tho great majority are employed 
in aided schools, ie, schools which receive grants-in-aid either from Govern- 
ment direct or from local boards or district boards and are maintained 
with the help of those grants and tho income from fees. Teachers’ in these 
private schools draw their pay from the school funds, which are, made up of 
the grants-in-aid and the income from fees. They do not get pay from 
either Government or the district boards, and are not in their employ, 
A minority are in the employ of local bodies such as district boards. ‘Tho 
latter have théir own provident funds, but only employés drawing a certain 
amount of pay are admitted to them. Other teachers again are employed in, 
unaided schools, 


- The object of the. resolution, so far as I can gather, is that Government 
should Recent the grants they already give for maintaining schools, and 
also for increasing the of teachers in aided schools, by starting a provident 
fund for teachers, smakueliegs those who aro. neither in the employ of Govern- 
ment nor in that of local bodies, without reference to their rates of pay and 
without knowing whether their employers will. join such scheme. This 
proposal, to my thinking, raises complicated issues. 
Provident’ funds..have already beon started. for a few colleges and a 
certain number of schools without Government aid. In the residency 
they have been started in four selected non=Government schools and 





the: total-mumber of teachers who have joined them is over 1,100, In 


~ Chit the Municipal High School has got a provident fund. Other high 

sohioaleselaieln also got a provident fund. hose benefit a few teachers 
- and in the ocean. Gov at recognize that there 
i provident funds fo ers. It would be an 


ie condition of a of men who perform 
ture— ibpe nature as education 
g r profession, 
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Resolutions, 
‘Mr, O'Malley. 


it merely as a stepping stone to other employment. At the same time, | 
- think the Couneil will realize that a number of knotty questions arise, 
which Government are not at present prepared to make any pronouncement | 
policy. For instance—Should Government start a provident fund at the 
expense of the State for all teachers? Should a start be made with only 
certain classes of teachers, ¢g., those who have a more or less definite status, 
who have made teaching their regular profession, and who have a rate of pay, 
which will enable them to subscribe without hardship? How far should + 
employers other than Government, ze, Tocal bodies, school committees, ete., 
be required to join ina schome? These, I venture to submit, are considera- 
tions of importance, I trust that the Council will realize that the question is © 
one of real complexity. 2 


Government have, however, endeavoured to tackle the problem. Some 
time ago it made definite proposals for the establishment of a provident fund 
for certain institutions. The scheme was submitted to the Government’ of 
India, but they directed that il should be reconaidered in the light of proposals 
for the’ establishment of a’ general provident fund for ‘teachers not only of 
colleges and secondary schools, but also of primary schools, The Director is 
now en, d in preparing an estimate of cost and seeing to what classes of 
institutions and teachers such a scheme can be oxtended. This is a very 
difficult business, considering the large number of teachers in Bengal (20,000 
secondary and 40,000 primary), some under Government and some under 
local bodies, but most in private employ, their different rates of pay, some 
fixed and some fluctuating. Some, moreover, have no permanency of employ- 
mént, being engaged for the term only and then dismissed. Actuarial caleu- 
lations are necessary, and these are very troublesome. 


There is also the question to be considered whether low-paid primary 
school teachers should be compelled to contribute out of their slender salary. 
The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri has. stated that pandits get 
from Rs. 10 to Rs. 15 a month. I am afraid that in some ‘parts of the 
Presidency they do not get as much. I have here a statement which will 
show that Pandits in schools under private management get a great deal less. 
For instance, in the Burdwan ‘and Presidency Divisions Tesiluding Calcutta), 


_ tho average rate of pay is :— 4 
A. 
Burdwan i tie bee ow TB 
« Presidency (excluding Calcutta)” te 8 


and in the remaining divisions the average rate is :— 





‘ 4 \ : vi - ORs. Ae 
Dac a on on a Ae) 
Chittagong 9 oe oe PaO he 
Rajshahi Me a nt tte Nae oi 





_. In the case of teachers drawing such low rates. of pay I submit that it) 
18 More Important at present io raise the pay than vo deduct: money for ’a- 
provident fund from a small,salary. pe 64, se ‘ a? 

"Sir, I regret that 1 am@Mable to accept this resolution in view o 
facts. We have no schenfefore us for starting provident funds : we 1 
first know whai the cosf{ vill be, what teachers are to be admitted to 
and whether local bodies Hikaly tojoin in it. While Government ea 
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Resolutions, 
Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri ; Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari. 


agece, when’ provident funds are actually dtarved, to sot avidea part of the 
9 lakhs recurring grant. for a Government contribution’ for primary “and 
_ Secondary school teachers.” 


“The Hou'ble Banu Kisoxt Moran Cuaupmurr said -— 


i . “My Lord, Ihave heard the reply of the Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley. I know 
that there are difficulties in the way of accepting my proposal, as a large 
number of teachers work under local bodies and the latter should be 
consulted: My idea, however, is that if somethin, be done by Govern- 
ment “the: local ‘bodies will be able to come forward and the employés also 
will'appreciate the action of Government. 1 do not mean that anything 
should be deducted from the pay of the teachers ; but my idéa is that even if 

. We cannot pay a large sum, at least -we should arrange to pay in some cases 
direct andin some cases through the help of the local boards for the provision 
of this fund. I: am, however, glad to learn that’ some scheme: is going to 
be matured and that Government will consider this question sympathe- 
tically, and in that view I do not wish to press this resolution,” 


The resolution was then, by leave of the President, ‘withdrawn, 


_ APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XXIII. 


‘The Hon'ble Dr. Depa Pkasap Sarnapaikarr moved the following 
Resolution :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 


{(@ 4 sum of Re. 50,000 be ‘provided in the Budget for contribation 
towards creation ofa Professors’ and Teachers’ Insurance and 
Provident Fund; and x : 
1" (0) the)said sum be taken out of the provision of Rs. 96,58,000 under 
head Police, District Executive Force. ’ 


Ho said:—  * 


“My Lord, this resolution is somewhat larger in scope tlian the one that 
has just beon disposed of; it recommends that a sum of Rs. 50,000 be 
provided in the budget for contribution’ towards creation ‘of a Professors’ 
and Teachers’ Insuranceand Provident, Fund and that the said sum be taken 
out of the Police budget. This is a. matter to which I made detailed 
reference at the last budget debate and I am glad that my Hon'ble friend 
Babu, Kishori Mohan Chaudburi, has brought forward a resolution dealing 
with part. of this very large question. I was wondering, Sir, how these: 
educational resolutions came to be classed under the head Pofice, OF course 
the heal explanation would be that we have sought, to interfere with police 
fiture and that is why itis found its way under that category. But when 
Toa at the heading first there appeared to my mind the larger principle 
good edugation is really police work. When the teacher is abroad the 
work is naturally less, And more schools and better teachers would 

or ought, to mean less crime and thus be a higher form of police work.: 
Lord, the question of school education is one e acutest in our present 
ional poliey—whethor it touches the Unive: education, or whether it 

n ial, commercial or agricultural edu nor whether it touches 
‘question of primary education, for which, iy the way, I am grateful 

large | ion has been made. That is the feeling every where— 

7 @ ion is very at count. There can be 
9 hool education 
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depends very much the future: of the country. ‘That sis iwhy)1 and: many 
other members of this Council have-taken the opportunity of bringing before 


it some of the problems intimately connected with school:education.. [am 
responsible for three resolutions on this paper, one dealing with teachers’ and — 


. professors’ provident fund, another with the housing, of schools and the 


third about the text-books—all intimately connected with the success of 
the scheme that we all haye.at heart. . After the Hon'ble |Mr.: O'Malley's 
very full explanation -with regard to the previous resolution“I should not: 
have-thoaght of going into details about,this resolution. realize very much 
the difficulties. which the Hon’ble Mr. b agaire ore “austere tin regard to 
primary schools and what my Hon'ble friend Babu Ki ori Mohan Chaudhuri 
kept’ back has been brought out by. the Hon'ble Mr..0'Malley. Our teachers 
get what we do not. venture. to ‘offer to our menials. For along time we 
have not paid them what may be vonsidered.a reasonable salary and yet. it is. 
nevessary that this class of very useful public servants shoald be better pro-. 
vided for. It stands to reason that they cannot be-expected to continue todo - 
good work unless something better is done for them,’ If we capnot substan- 


. tially add to their pay, we should try to make them free from those Worries\and) 


troubles which a family man always has in mind. That is the object of this 
resolution, I know that there are no ready and formulated schemes before us, 
but tho Hon’ble Mr.'O’Malley has told us that the question has long been 
engaging the attention of the Government and there are already some sugges- 
tions for schemes before the Government. Would it not be possible, with 
the materials before us, to formulate a scheme by which some reliof could 
be given at least for tho present. We ‘are attempting to organi: 
village unions, we are attempting to organize co-operative societic 
very properly, but is it, not) much more,our duty. to, organize.a teachers’ 
guild? Mr. O'Malley .has. mentioned one difliculty—the lack of con- 
Bet of seryice of teachers. Butif we can give them some sort of scheme 
it will probably be possible to secure continuity of service. Tf they can make 
a fairly substantial provision for their families they will naturally stick to 
their posts and not risk losing the benefits under the scheme. That in itself 
would be a reason, to my mind; that there should be some effort in this 
direction. The difficulties that Mr. O"Malley ‘has referred to go not affect the. 
question in the ease of high school teachers and college professors. “He has 


given us figures. which are. more .or loss correct. _ There: are; we are told, . 


twenty thousand teachers in high schools... But the largeness of, this figure, 
strengthens my case. vay ‘i ‘tative ifeat 


Then there is the body of professors and teachers’ in ovr patie and: 
schools whose number would ‘be. something like 2,000. ‘These u ‘and 
important. public gervanté—for though in private servite they Be ai 
servants iin. the highest’ sense of the term are all insufficiently ee 


. pis 
matter of the ost importance to draw up a’ scheitie to” hese men 
free from pecunlary worry. ‘The way that 1 propose td work es 
as follows :—It makes no difference to a iad whethef he gets Rs.’ 19 or” 


cent. or eve nt. of this’ ps ae 
nd the instirance fand. ‘The scheme « A 
ed at, but thie insurance scheme | : 
: eave 









the employing 
; ¢ os own contribu- 
a sort of prothium on the continuity of. 
thecontinuity of service is far more acute in. 

rae ae mage tie problem is Pe no. 
, but:the very i fe es it ligatory. on us to formulate a. 
‘acheme. The difficulty of there i bee a completely—ready scheme is one- 
that must. be’ reckoned with, No scheme however can be ready. till the; 
initiative ia is eae in sean I geste Erma at 
rupees be earmarked as a pai rt penses.’ Sir Edward Mao) a 
has suggested a schemo but it is purely caieavidnagitsua scheme and. there, 
u why an insurance scheme should not also be introduced. For. 
“these reasons it appears to’ me ‘that cane the scheme. for gurus and 

- have defects that have been point in connection with the » 


‘ishori Mohan Chaudhuri’s resolution, in the case.of the 
} venture to suggest the difficulties are. to a certain extdnt: — 

minimized and they are capable of being effectively dealt with. For all these 
-reasons i ventute to commend this resolution for thé acceptance Obdthe 


‘ Oar) 
Dr. Howes said ;-— : wim ‘i 53 
Lord, I would like to give my hearty support in a general way 
‘ble the Vice-Chancellor. in proposing this resolution. It 
x me—and I have thought over it for a long time—that it is 
_ the root of educational progress in this country. ‘The problem 
recognized for a long time in England and those who havo been follow- _ 
ing edueational progress and educational schemes. in England know the 
- yery*big part that problems of this character have played and ate pAYEae 
© incall osals for furthering and improving educational plans for’ the 
_ future. The problem is, as I have seen it for years, a very pressing one in 
_ this country. I feel some hesitation in the form of the proposal to take 
h from the police fund for the furthering: of education for I’ not. 
ing the efficiency of the police. I believe in making the police 
cient and pour paid, especially in the lower ranks. But 
b ifs Vice-Chancellor has 
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at any time of the bare necessaries-of life, it is highly. important thay some- 
18, Lu: 





thing should be done and done soon in the direction proposed by t! 

tion. What I shoul like to feel is that Government, is seriously tackl 
the problem. Some years ago at Serampore College we had. certain proposals 
sent.'to. us by the Government. regarding..a provident fund, for. teachers 
and professors. We were at the time considering our own provident, fund 
in» connection with the College and we thought that Government were really 
contemplating something on a much bigger and» better seale and so for the 
time ‘we let things drop. Of course in@ matter of this nature it is not desir- 
able to'be unduly hasty; but the matter is being pressed upon.us and. for the 
present we are delaying things. We want to feel that Government: are. 
reully tackling the problem and tackling it in a far more thorough and. satis- 
factory way than is possible inthe case of private institutions: I: do think 
that Governmorit have very great responsibility in the matter and it would 
be a’ very real help to those responsible for educational work in this:country 
if, we feel’ that we have the -general sympathy-of; the Government in this 
problem and that things are really.coming to a head and that. we may. safely 
postpone for the present our own smaller schemes with the full confidence that 
before very long a great advance will be made in the direction: of, formulati 

a schome with the intention of making provisions for teachers in this country. 


ThesHon'ble Mr. O’Mairy said ':— ‘ 
“My Lord, the resolution of the Hon'ble tho Vice-Chaneellor appears to’ 
‘be of a somewhat larger scope than that® moved by the Hon'ble Babu 
Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. I take it that the Hon'ble the Vico-Chancellor 
makes three substantive proposals ; first, that there should be an insurance as 
well as a provident fund; secondly, that these shall not be confited to 
primary schéols but also be extended to professors in Colleges and'teachers in 
secondary schools. | am sorry that the Hon'ble the Vice-Chancellor ‘has not 
- Deen able to agree to my figures.” ‘ Aintiy 3) : 


The Hon'ble Dé. Dei Peasan Sannapiirednr said — "yi 
_ © “My figures were-based on guess. | accept the Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley's 

figures.” 7 eit 
Tho Hon'ble: Mu. O'Mauuey said :— ag et ‘ ‘ se 


The third point of the Hon’ble thé Vice-Chancellor is’ thé most impor- 
tant one, So far as I can gather, what the Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor really 
_ desires is that the pay and prospects of the teachers should be improved. If’ 
we take ong rupee from the pay of a teacher on Rs, 20 the net pay will be 
s. 19, 80 “that he ean contribute, say, one rupee to the provident fund ; and’ 
then Government should, raise: the pay to Rs. 20, 1 gather ‘that he > 
jeans that thy ofall teachers should be increased by 5 per cont. and 
thatthey should contribute 5. per, cont. of their present pay to the 
Provident fund. I think that the intention is that not only sh ker Gena 
ment but also private employers, and I prestime also local bodies, ‘contribute. 
the 5 per cent. addition. It is somewhat difficult at present to say how far 
the employers can be compelled todo this. Ido not unders o wh 
vontribution Government should make when the fund is started, 
Toeal or private bodies sh, pain He oe . ALL this js fate 
» without disrespect to m'ble Membet, somewhat et 
t and that, as T have’ already ‘told 
the Director of Public ns 
mcr jou 


So ee A 



























Resolutions, 


“ Dr. Deba Prasad’ Sarbadhilari. 


~ Bengal is over 20,000 and there ave 40,000 primary teachers. If you take 

the pyornne'pay pt secondary teachers at as low a figure as; say, Rs. 200 

a-year or undey Rs. 20.4 month, the increasa would. be 2 lakhs a year. If 

_ you assume that the average pay of the primary school teachers is’ Rs. 100 

or a little over Rs. 8a month, the amount required would be another two 
lakhs. ‘The grand total for both would on this basis be 4 lakhs a year. 


\“T may. perbaps remind the, Hon'ble the Vieb-Chancellor. of what 

» Government, has already done in recent years to inerease the pay of 
teachers owing to tho Imperial grants. . First, take the case of secondary 
schools ;/1$ lakh is: distributed annually among teachers in Government 

and aided ‘secondary schools so as. to bring up their salaries to an 
phernaie seale. Local allowances of Rs. 50 a month are also: given to 
head-masters and head-mistressos of high schools who are in the Subordinate 

‘Educational Service and of Rs. 20 to. assistant head-masters and liead- 
mistresses of high schools who are in tho samo Service, Allowances of Ra. 30 
a month are also given to head-masters of Middle English schools. It is also 
proposed to spend over 3 lakhs out of the 9 lakhs grant on increasing the 

salary of teachers in Government High and Middle English schoots and 
Rs. 1,20,000 in raising the salary of teachers in aided and unaided High and 

Middle English schools. Our proposals require the sanction of the Secretary 

of State and his orders are awaited. ‘ 


As regards aided primary schools and maktabs, the pay was undoubt- 
edly low and had been raised by 1908 owing to the teceipt of what is called 
the Durbar grant, by Re. 1 in the case of untrained, and by Rs. 3 in the case 
of trained teachers. Since then the salaries of untrained teachors havé. been 
inereased by Re. ‘1 a month and: of trained teachers by Rs. 4 a month, at 
a totiil cost of 5% lakhs a year, bringing up their pay. to Rs. 8 and Rs. 11, 
respectively; besides this, the stipends of teachers under training have bee: 
raised to the uniform rato of Rs. 10a month. Thanks to the 9 lakhs grant 
thé’ pay of trained. teachers in boys’ schools has now been raised by Rs, 2 
a month ‘so as to bring up their pay to. Rs. 13.0 month, while Rs, 35,000 have 
been allotted for increasing the pay of teachers in girls’ primary schools. 
These figures will, I trust, be safliciont to show that Govaremanthent done 
their best to raise the pay of teachers in recent years. The increase in the. 
case of untrained teachers is 83} per cent. while the pay of trained teachers 
ha’ nearly beendoubled. Tam afeaid that witlfout larger funds, Government 
cannot do more at present. : 

. “The creation of a provident fund is, as I have already said, under 
consideration, but Government is not yet in a position to say what teachers 
will be admitted to its benefits and on what terms. Government is, however, 

ready to set aside from the 9 lakhs grant the sum mentioned by the Hon’ble 
the | ice-Chanteollor for a teachers’ provident fund as gon as it can be 
‘started,’ i 8 i 7a : 


_ The Hon'ble Dr. Deva Prasap Sannapmicart said :-— i 
® My Lord, Iam very sorry to be at cross purposes with my Hon'ble 
friend, opposite. So far as I recollect, wo haye never beon so. It.is a case 
lear misunderstanding and the, whole of his methodical argument is lost 
on the situation. I did not for a moment thi pressing for an increase in 

y of teachors sither of Government of private | schools. 

asks for ibution towards the. i 

rork is to be 





aspecial officer 
+ may have to 
Blaor 


Babu Kishori Mohan’ Chaudhuri, — : 
admitted into the scheme, what class of teachers ought, ; 
80 And there is also the question of compulsory admi 
to be consi And it is for this purpose that I am asking for a. fairly 
* small amount of money.’ I do not know what the scopo of tle Goyernu 
scheme is, but'if it covers all the ground I have suggested, and ifa poh r2 
- likely to be ready soon, there is no use of my asking f aa 
ional sum for ¢he purpose. Four lakhs of rupees, as the Hon 
Malley suggosts, would be nothing like adequate towards in 
‘the teachers. That is not the idea at all. “The idea is to start a 
ontributions from the teael “we the employers. As 
pulsion, the trained teachers of recognized schools shi 
scheme—so also in the case of professors of recognized coll 
‘ease of primary schools the matter will, not certainly 
: be no corresponding controlling authority. 
é ery shoes for which my Hon'ble frie 
‘ ee 1as urged, should be allowed to partic 
be left. over if there be insuperable difficulty for present 
the whole question, there is no reason why we should not try to tackle 
least apart of it, at : : 
Regarding the police expenditure, I am qui ble 
“Dr. Howells. We should do nothing that would weaken or be detrimental to” 
police force, but I must say that if only Rs. 50.000 is taken 
58,000, the ahilok which I am assured cannot be Spent this 
make much difference. te nig yp 
s if ity of the Hon’ble Dr. Howells that other people _ 
are sitting with their hands tied because of the expectation that Government, 
are. going to do something at the earliest: possible opportunity. Government, 
cannot ‘of course fully finance the scheme, nor do I invite the Government to, — 
oso: But I do invite thein to start the fund as soon as possible to which. ~ 
teacho: well as:their employers will have to contribute. The Government, — 
may be considering a bigger: scheme in connection with the whale question ; 
but the question cannot be taken up unless you first make the ‘special 
provision for organisation which I have suggested. However, if we are: 
* assared that the scheme is being considered in all its aspects, and will soon 
be ready my objeot is gained. Ido not see that. any useful purpore would be 
served by pressing my resolutién.. I therefore heg to withdraw Mit op ri f 


‘The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn.” 


P 


: DEY aN, Fite ate ¥ 
‘The Hon’ble Basu Kisnort Monan Cuavpauri moved the 
solution :— 2 in : ; 
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He said :— 


“My Lord, in this resolution I suggest, that distribution of quinine, as 
‘oposed in the budget, should be eect In Angust last my friend, the 
on’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray, brought forward this question before Your 

Lordship and the. Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell suggested that the question should 
be Proper! dealt with at the budget time. Some assurance was then given 
that the Goyernment. would do the needful. That is my excuse for bringing 
forward this resolution now. I come, my Lord, from a district (Rajshabi) 
which suffers from malaria. I have seen the report of Dr. Bentley, the Sanitary 
Commissioner, for the year 1915 and it has been noticed that the death-rate 
from fever in most. of the, districts of North Bengal (Birbhum, Nadia and 
some other districts are also yery great sufferers) is moro than 38 per mille 

«in comparison with the death-rate of Caleutta, which comes.to no. mores than 

5 per mille as far as I remember. It is now an admitted fact that a lar, ese 
of quinine is the proper remody for checking the progress of fever. ..At Malda 
a travelling dispensary was started and in the report I notice it did useful work, 

. 3,000 or so is provided in the, next year’s budget but the sum is very 
inadequate especially as the price of quinine has ‘gone up very high. I think 
the most important duty of the Sanitary Department. is to fight out malaria 
first and I cordially acknowledge Your Lordship’s great. sympathy in, this 
direction. I therefore, hope that a liberal grant will be made for the free 
distribution. of quinine. I know that in mafassal dispensaries there is a 
great demand for large supplias of quinine but the funds at their disposal are 
not enough to cope with the difficulty. I have not named a definite sum ; 
all I suggest is that as far as possible a larger grant. should be made than 
is needed and that by curtailment from “ Miscellaneous ” under head 32 and 
some portion. may be taken out of the grant for police. In. whatever. way 
it may be found my earnest request is, —I am a sufferer from malaria 
myself and my district is the groatest sufferer (after Rajshahi comes 
Rangpur, Dinajpur, Bogra and Malda),—that sufficient funds. should be 
provided. With these words I commend my resolution to the acceptance of 
the Council.” " 


‘The Hon'ble Mr. O’Matiny said -— ; 
“My Lord, I ani afraid that the Hon’ble Mover of this resolution is under 
@ misapprehension as'to the object of thé provision made for the distribution 
of quinine to municipalities. ‘This grant was first made about three years 
ago when the Surgeon-Génoral drew attention to the fact that the amount. 
of quinine ‘given to. patients at dispensaries was not enough to cure even 
mild eases of malarial fever. Inadequate doses being given, pationts got no 
relief, and not unnaturally people suspected the value of ne. On the 
other hand, patent medicines containing largo doses of ‘quinine found a ready 
market and were gold at a much higher price. The Surgeon-General urged 
that doses should be sufficient to ensure recovery and cure, and that nov loss 
than one treatment, ¢.e., 80 grains, should be given to patients Suffering from 
ia. Tt was obvious’ that if these instructions were given effect to, 
some municipalities would have to spend a good deal more on tho supply of 
 quinine'to'their dispensarios. ‘Tt was realized thi, some poorer mitnicipalities 
might need financial assistance, and therefore vernment expréssed + its 
é consider applications for grants-in- municipalities whose 
income wis insufficient’ to meet the additional char Shi eabebatiag 
Wiel ais Sages ee fed ca) i 
| 0A the same time—and L would lay rinsiple—it was laid 
_ down that the cost of quinine te charge upon 
the municipalities ai idea that 
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Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. ‘ 


Government shotld supply quinine free but merely that, it should help poor 
municipalities to provide enough to cure feyer when otherwise patients — 
would “not get enough: Government must adhere to sthis pringiple, Ut 
is the aid of municipalities to. see to the medical relief of those persons 
in municipal limits who cannot afford private doctors and to provide quinmo 
like other medicines. Government cannot accept the proposition that it 
should distribute quinine free to'municipalities regardless of their circum- 
stances. The critetion must be the means of municipalities ayd not the 
prevalonce of malaria. Unfortunately, malaria is prevalent in most parts 
of Bengal, and if this resolution was accepted, it might be held: to’ mean 
that Government was expected to provide nearly every municipality with 
quinine.» ‘This is scarcely practicable. Rich mtiniéfpalitich are perfect well 
able to provide quinine and cannot expect Government to relieve them of © 
this part of their duty. On the other hand, Government steps in where 
expenditure is necessary for the relief of foyer which a municipality 
cannot meet. It rests with the municipalities to apply fora grant whon 
they want it. 1 have examined the returns for the Tage 8 years and find 
that one out of every-six municipalities has had a quinine grant. The 
amounts vary according to the financial cireumstances of the municipalities. 
Though the price of quinine has risen, most municipalities can give 
sufficient supplies without assistance ; ag a rule needy municipalities onl: 
require a small grant. The amount of Rs. 8,000 has generally been foun 
sufficient. In oné year it was not sufficient but supplementary grants 
were made tothe municipalities. It is fully expected that the ddiment 
will be found sufficient. Ifit is not, Lhave no doubt that Goyernment 
will by the usual method of administrative routine manage to provide the 
sie inset required. T regret that I cannot recommend this resolution to 
the Gouncil.” — * 4 


The Hon’ble Basu Kistort Moan Cuavpnurt said :— 


“My Lord, I am sorry that I am opposed in this prayer. I know at least 
that for che Municipal dispensary at Rampur Boalia, where the municipal fund 
is not sufficient ee Hoey special grant to the auepeneay: for very useful 

urposes, district hoard’s asgistance is sought and th there is a rule to 
the feed eggs should be ado fromthe dayeigt oad fund for any 
Sar bile 9 Ite suet ok tars slg anaemia 

u bp “ng Cutside mynici areas more 
than Rs, 1,000 anpually is ners for the. Distick Board for the purchase of 
quinine. It ig im this way that the Bunisie: dispensary. is in a position to 
meet the Senate We most important duty is. to the progress of 
sor 


malaria dnd Dr. ‘ thas ce tha 
aioe th Erste etn eater largo wea of 
ee z a be rf oft {a palorand Bh org ea 
ta Pade ses ae ve Just now submitted there 
RN aden cece gee, 
final a fei ey ed cee ‘gong up and 
a i ee 
Spent. _ 


mot in any other way the money will not be 



















Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 


_ A-division was thon taken with the following yosult = 





The owe Dr. Nilratan Sarkar, 
: BS iiere Rin Ray 
noes "Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadhtz 
‘The ner Rai Debender Chander Ghose 
= penis Maulvi Abul Kasem. 





- 


Noes25, 


bot Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K.O.LE,, 


The How bie Mr, N. D. Beatson Bell, 0.6.1, 
me Hob Sir Satyendra kn E Sinha, 
mie cece! Mr. CG. J. Steven -Moore, 
The F Honthle Mr. J, H. Kerr, €.8,1,, 0.1.8, 





Ashraf Ali Khan ,, » Meg Beale oo ‘ 
1 Ae hip: rr. Ly 
‘he Hon'ble Babu Surend ath Ray. , i A, A. Cow! 
t ao me 2 ee ot Mohan hau. Chisnar en at 
“ah ri + "on E., T.M.8, 
: ‘The Hon'ble Mr. Ms ‘HL Bompas. 
Hee side ¥ Wi 0, Wordsworth. 
» pe vt #. Forme: 
saan Ral pectgae ee yee 
riya Nal 
“Bahadur, 18 18.0, i 7 : 
a ‘The Hon'ble Mr, J. Pa aa 
‘ Pi ep Mr. i.” Ui ales 
’ ‘The Hon'ble Mr.'R. Glen. 
” » ev, Dr, G. Howells, 
* fi ‘amar Shi ib Shekhareswar Ray. 
” ” r. B, ‘ene? OLE. 
oy CW. Gram, 
” » MB. B Eden. ¥ 
” » Khan Sahib. eres aed 
: Bat Matton’ Sheet gn 
| Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
"padi. 


4 


‘The fallowing members abstained fram yoting :—. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. 
Ri Altaf Ali. 


wy 
~ The following members were absent :— 


The Hon'ble Mr. T C. P. Gibbons, rc. 
wih Maida oi oy: awab oN on of Murshidabad. 









aay ra Nath Mookerjee, x.c.ne, 


the M Aina rad am Burdwan, " 
dane aie 
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APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XIX: 


The Hon'ble Mr. Provaen Caunper Mirrer pares the HMollowing: Resoln- ; 


tions— | 

This Council recommends to the crane in Council! that the: sum 
of Rupeos six lakhs and sixty-four thousand provided for the construction 
of building s in connection sith tho partition of the Mletrach of. veneieegs 
be pane 


“He anid, _ 


“My Lord, I am aware that the details of the partition ikea were 
settled after full discussion ; but I believe that, these schemes were settled 
before the’Bengal Government, with the approval of the Government of 
India, decided upon the éxperiment of appointing non-official chairmen of 
District Boards and also before the announcement of the progressive realiza~ 
tion"of responsible government was made by the Secretary of State for , India 
in Council in) August. last year. These are two very important aspects 
regarding the fature admihistration of the various districts in this Province. 

As regards the administration of District Boards by non-official chairmen 
there are two, important points which bear upon the administration of a 
distriét. In the first place, a good ‘deal of the magistrate-chairman’s time 


» used to be taken up by the adminis‘ration of the affairs of District Boards. ¢ 


In the seeond place, if the official-chairman has to discharge hiv duties 
9 ig ‘the assistance of a whole-time official he will find himself in a position 
cas eat difficulty if his charge be a Very heavy one ‘such as the district of 
Midnapur with an area of 5, 114 square miles, a population of 20,82,000 and an 
income ofvsix lakhs of rupees. Under the proposals which found acceptance 
with the Government this district is to be divided into two portions—one with 
an area of 2,688 square miles and a population of a little over one milliom and 
the other swith an area of 2,467 square miles and a population of one million 
seventy,thousand and odd. ‘Tf a non-official chairman has to discharge his 
duties satisfactorily, an area and a population like the above will be too 
much for him, unless, hé has some permanent official: to‘ assist him. If the 
, Government proceeds with the buildings at Kharagpur, the proposed head- 
arters of one of the two districts and if it is afterwards found that the 
istricts should be divided into three, and if the non-official chairman has no 
official assistance, the result will be that’ the money will be. thrown away. 
We have examples of such waste—if 1 may make use of that expression— 
about the buildings of the new capital of Dacca. . ' 

I desire to make it dlear that T am not! opposed to the partition of 
districts if neqgssities ‘of the “situation require such partitions But’ I am 
opposed to spéhding money, in bricks and mortar ‘wl re there is very" 
reasonable chance of such” money being thrown away. © 

‘Then, my Lord, the ref as well as the, at asia of appointing non- 
official chairmen may affect the aaee Agar in othér ways, Tt 
may be. that when the District Magistrate i is relieved of his important duties 
with regard to the administration of the District Board and when. some other 
department is ¢reated as a nee of the reforms, net ack of the districts: on 
other lines may become or thi T ask that ‘this be > 
kept in abeyance for th Shek 


Midnapur, In the case 
acquisition of land. I do not « 
















« 
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x a is 
Mr. Kerr. 


| Tho Hlorble Ma. Kean said 


© “My Lord, before T deal’-with ‘the: points raised ‘by my Hon'ble: fri 
Mies DMittet-(alysald- like to wake a few spedoral oboervavions on the comme 
this debate regarding these partition schemes. The Council will remember 
thatilast year, as on the present occasion, we had a large number of resolutions 
proposing that the-money allotted for the partition of these two districts, 
Mymensingh and Midnapur, should be diverted to other purposes, useful and 
laudable purposes no doubt in most cases, but purposes entirely wutside the 
schemes for which provision has been made in the budget, with the sanction 
of the Government of India and the approval of the Finance Committee of 
this Council. ‘This year we have oxactly the same position, and apparently 
» some of the Members of this Council contemplate that we should haye a full 
“dress debate or a whole series of full dress debates annually -on the whole, 
question of the policy of partitioning these heavy districts. Now, vhese 
partition schemes will cost a greai deal of money, and they cannot be earried 
out in a single. year. .Provision will have to bo. made in the budget for 
several years to come, and I suggest tothe Council that it is rather a waste of 
time to have a fu!l drass debate annually on the propriety of proyiding funds 
-for these schemes. It is also a vory unbusinesslike proceeding from other 
points of view. The Council decided by a large majority last year that 
provision for these schemes should stand, and that Government should go 
ahead with the schemes. Well, we have gone ahead with the schemes, fi 
Midnapur, we have beguy burning bricks, we have completed the lay-out of 
the new station at Hijli, and we are ready to start putting up buildings next 
fmancial year ; in Mymensingh, we have had a small army of officers of all 
departments, sanitary officers, public works officers and so on, examining sites, 
taking levels, and carrying out all those preliminary arrangements which have 
to be gone through before building operations can begin in a swampy district 
like Mymensingh. Just think what it would mean, now that. "we have 
embarked on this programme, if’ the officers of Government who have to 
carry out these Schemes never knew from year to year whether funds. would 
be provided for the proposal. If Government refuged’ them’ funds ‘after. the 
schemes had made a start, they would have to discharge their conttactors, 
paying them compensation no doubt, disband their staff, relinquish their 
brickfields and let valuable materials lie rotting inthe open: ‘This way of 
doing business is clearly impossible, and [ submit that as a business like 
body this Council ought to let these’ schemes proceed and not interfere with. 

the modest sums which have been putin the budget for the coming year. 


“Tn these circumstances, it is not necessary for me to repeat what was 
said last year in justification of these schemes. I only want to say one thing 


Bree 


« 


and it is relevant to what the Hon'ble Mr, Mitter has/said. that the main ~ 


object of these schemes is not to relieve over-worked officialg or to make 
them more comfortable.. ‘The main object is to increase thd welfare and 
comfort of the inhabitants of the districts concerned. Reforms are in the 
air. We hope, in a few. weeks, to introduce a Bill which contains our pro- 
posals for a comprehensive scheme of local self-government, under which 
the people in the villages will be able to manage their own affairs and make 
such improvements, as they may desire, in the matter of sanitation, primary 
cation and so forth. It is quite clear that no schemes. of this kind can 
overgrown districts like Midnapi dd. My: ingh. The 
1 existing conditions, can carry out his current 
6 to ate any new depart ind hé has no leisure’ 
with the deeds. of (te rural po ne ane ultimately 
le for carrying out t reforms in’ local self-government 


wrryin, 
Neen Pee: 

















“Phen, ‘the Hon’ble Member has mentioned the, case ‘non-offivial 
chairmen of district boards. I think he probably realiges that it is quite 
impossible for a non-official, chairman, however sean self-sacrificing, | 





to take charge of a district like Midnapur or. Mymensingh, even if he w: 
willing to give up the whole of his time to the service of the ee teal 
8 "he Hon'ble Mr. Mitter has said, as he said-lnst yoar, that he is no. 
gnetny to partition schemes as Such. I only wish I comld: count on “him as 
Teal warm-hearted friend. At the present time, it seems to me thab he is 
pettral rather than teally friendly. ‘Last year, his reason for moving 
the postponement was that the estimates were not ready and that the future 
financial position was uncertain. He now suggests that the Midnapur 
schemé should be indefinitely postponed, in view of the fact that the coming 
constitutional changes may necessitate the teconsideration of’ the /polieyof » 
partition of districts. Now, there are two ways in which the changes inay, be, 
. taken ‘to’ affect the size of districts ; one is that»by a ré-distribution of work, 
and making over 4 large amount of work to non-official agencies, it may be 
_ ‘possible for the District Officers to ran big districts like Mymonsingh and 
© -Midnapur. I may say at once that there is not the slightest doubt that, - 
whatever form the changes ey take, the work of the District Officers, as 
such, ds bound to be ineréased. 1 cannot prophecy nage about the « 
4 political. chai which may come in this Council and in the higher branches 
of the administration, but whatever may happen, we shall certainly have 
a'groat development of activity in the matter of rural self-government, and 
| ‘that'ds bourid to throw an enormous amount of work on the District Officer. 
Moreover, unless thé District Officer is in a position to attend to that sort of 
work, wo cannot hope for success within the next generation at any rate. 
I think, thetefore, that the Council may at once-dismiss from its considera~ 
tion any idea that it will be possible to maintain these large districts in their 
presénit form who the constitutional reforms come into foros. 


‘he obher alternative, which is mentioned by the Hon'ble. Mover, is 
that it may be found necessary, in view of these reforms, to snbdiyide 
districte*into smaller units than aro proposed in the scheme which is now 
“beforevthe Council. All I have to say about this, is that, the apa for the 
partition of Miduapur involves the creation of two districts. 0 about 2,600 

“square miles each, one with a population of oyer a million, and the other with 
© + apopulation of over a million and a half. If the constitutional reforms neces- 
sitate our dividing districts into smaller units than this, then the expenditure 
will be’ enormous. There are 16 districts with an area of over 2,500. square 


miles and 18 districts with a population of over a million and a half. 











Districts not exceeding 2.500 ‘square miles in area,and with a population nov 
exceeding 14 millions be regarded as fairly manageable districts under 
the present system of administration. . If we. are to create anot er 20 or 


30 districts jp the Presidency as it.stands, 1 am afraid the : ization of - 
the'reforms @ill be indefinitely Peahird rh ae A ae 
consummation which is-desired by most. Hon'ble Members of this Council. 


_ “Coming down to the practical effects of thé proposals in reifard ts 
Midnapur, the non-recurring expenditure of si Bey is 
thion, wll be meurigd a orpoting build ‘There 


ha olubis 7 f 
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new subdiyisional ers at , 
acquainted with the } jong. 
to serve there as Dis er. 1, 
about these places. is 


important place in the district and 
as Hon'ble Members may be aware 


any tance i 
Caleutta to Madras ged from Caleutia to n 
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fee <a 2 
+ ee Mes Rrovash Chunder Mitter.. ou 
Tanning up’ t thé {oodb Welds! 4. 1 alsd-an important’ pilin ventre’ 


and emigration centre, and its position as a railway junction must make 
it-an increasingly tant trade centre.’ So’ fat as we cam judge, it is 
gelato: which will: always be suitable for a district headquarters, whatever 
devel its in the way of new divisions. of the district may become 
peasant. ven if in the dim future it, should be found necessar, to divide, 
the sout) idnapur district. further, perhaps by the creation Ki a district 
with its headquarters at Contai along the Bay of Bengal, it may be regarded 
as certain that Kharagpur will always be a suitable place for the headquarters 
of the district containing the thickly populated areas of Tamluk, Panehkura 
and Sabai. ‘ , i 
: Fda cage of Jhary is rather different, It is in the centre of the 
r zal. area. A su sion is urgently required for this area, and is 
indeed a ‘nec ‘y corollary of the recent legislation which has been passed 
i eco restricting the alienation of land by Santhals. That legisla- 
tion will, as_the Council have realized, throw agreat deal of work on thé 
executive officers of Government, and it would be quite impossible for. that 
work to be dealt with so long as the subdivisional Headdaabtors of the 
’ aboriginal area is at Midnapur, 30 or 40 milos away. and so long as,tho Sadar} 
subdivision of Midnapur is an unwieldy area of over 2,000 square miles. 
For the proper working of the new’ Act, the Presence of responsible executive 
officers of Government on ‘the spot it the aboriginal area. is. absolutely, 
essential s ind the’ Gouncil may bo. assured that. onceia subdivision has been 
created there, there will. be me beepset dl for its sernexes nah ren cl to’ 
conie.. As @ Seoisman myself, I sympathize with the caution ‘isplays my 
Hon'ble friend; Mr. Mitter, but I think he is showing himself Bluray ton 
Tecan assure the Hon'ble Member and the Council that’ there are no grounds 
for ancgeareh ic span we shall be préjudicing the constitutional reforms or 
Jaying up trouble for our successors if we go ahead with the scheme as it 
stands. There is no reason for hesitating to carry out this seheme which is 
the result of more than ton year's investigation and consideration, I trust, 
‘therefore, that the Council. will endorse the decision which was passéd last 
year and, allow this provision to stand, so that we can get on with the 


Ty 


a 








The Hon’blé Mr, Provasit Cuvxpek Mirren said patie 

_“ My Lord, my friend the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr, has ‘pointed ‘out that’ there 
was@a discussion last Ba on this question and in view of the criticisms 
of eat it was hardly necessary to raise this discussion’ this year. 






But I submit that thetwo points I have raised are points which have arisen 
since the discussion took place last year. That being’’so, the first few 
observations of my Hon'ble friend have hardly any bearing on the points 


Tha: ic ve not, » Suggested that..the money saved by 
koi th Shen a pa eee a On sanitation orJother matters as 
5 i have said, J. have not, for example, suggested. t] a the 
c e s to make the District Officer more comfortable ; 
either this year or last year: Tmay remind my 


aie the object me gp namely, to make the adminis- 












‘he whole question of the location of the principal 

ricts may cu be revised, I leave put forward my 
the Bact as T feel it guy duty to doso. I do not 
solution to a division, ¢ Tleave the matter at the 


nt go that it may not be | 
that the point ‘was nof rais 
Ne OR EA) ary abou 


jon was’ then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


erwards: that this money 





‘ 
ae iraeinrgnmerneacnennins resis permeiineumani 
: Resolutions. Ohh ig 
Maulvi Abul Kasem ;.Tho:President ; De. Deba Prasad Sarbadihkari. 
APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XX. me 





» The Hon'ble Maviys Apu, Kasem moved the following Réflution - yi 
This Council récommends to the Governor in’ Council “that the amount 
allotted for the construction of buildings in connection with the partition of 
Midnapur arid for acquisition of lands in Mymensingh be not spent duting the 
next year. ER A : 


Ho said , 

“My Lord, after the discussion that’ has taken place on the last resolu-; 
tion’ do not think it will serve any useful purpose by moving this resolution- 
I think Your Excellency is’ convinced that the consénsus of opinion, so far 
as the non-official members are concerned, is that she think that expenditure 
on the partition of Midnapur and’ Mymensingh coul be ‘delayed’ for a year 4 
or 80 and that the money be spent on other matters, but as'we have'had'a full. 
discussioti ‘on this matter T beg leave to withdraw ‘the resolution”. 

‘The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


“Phe Prrsment said :-— 


“Ihave received @ request from the Hon'ble Maulyi-Fazl-ul-Huq for the 
postponement of resolutions ‘Nos. XXV and XXVI to a later period in the 
day on the ground that he is detained by professional duty in the High Court. 
1 am anxious to go, as far as I can, in ‘meeting the convenience of the Hon'ble 
Members; and I am willing to accede to his request on this occasion, but. 
I would \ask the Council not to regard this a precedent which is to be 
followed in future. Alterations made in the order paper of business, cause 
considerable inconvenience to other Hon'ble Members; and 1 think it. 
is undesirable that such alterations should be made unless very. good. reasen 
for so doing can be shown. In this connection, 1 draw a distinction between. 
a request for postponement by a Hon’ble Membor on the ground that he is: 
detained: by an engagement of amublic or sem-official character’ avd that’ of 
an Hon'yle Member who asks’ for, postponement. on the’ grounds that-he is: 
detained by an engagement of a professional or private character. ‘There is: 
to my mind a clear distinction between the two cases; in the case of 
Mr. Provash Chandra Mitter he was unable to be present at the meeting of 
Council because he was detained by an engagement of a public or, we may 
Say, of a semi-official character. I hope,..therefore, as 1 have said ° 
before, that though I am going to accede to the request of the Hon’ble Ma Lys 
on this pabasibn. Fide’ ble Members will not perhaps regard this as a precedent: 
for the future. Under these cireumstances, the next item (No, XX1 U) wilk 
be moved. by the Hon'ble the Viee-Chancellor.” ; 


APPENDIX Ad THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XXVII, 


The Hon'ble De. Dena Prasap Sdnpapmrart moved the following 
Resolution— 5 i Wy ating e 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— > 
(2) a. provision may be made in the Budget for Rs. 2,00,000 to be! 
divided between Qalcutta and the mufassil ‘in such proportion 
as the Govern: nay think fit for giving building grants to 
unaided high s id; end ih Ca Stig 
(6) the said sum be out of the grant of Rs. $.76,000 for works: 
in progress and now works in connection with the reorganiza— — 
» tion of the subordinate police in Hastern Bengal. 


ee ne 
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this. We are always complaining of bad houses regarding various schools. 
There are schools which cannot be helped in any, way aia Hepes Be ihe 
good schools which are very badly housed and it is particularly so in Oa 
And my object is to help these schools. we 4 Nae ieee 
& Referonce has been made about the difficulty of building in war time: — 
am not aware that even after the war we shall be in a better position, It will 
make very little difference. whether we build now or four or five years hetice. 
medy is the help that I have suggested in my resolution. A good 
ing may be made even with a lakh of rupees. If fy schome is 
accepted the details can be worked out later on. T have discussed my scheme 
© ‘witi many gentlemen and they have agreed with me, At least no better 
scheme has yet been suggested, and I would therefore commend this résolution” 
for the acceptance of the Council.” oth 











‘The Hon’ble Mr. Worpsworrn said :— tu Bem 
“ My Lord, the Hon'ble the Vice-Chancellor is well aware of the efforts 
that the officers of the Education Department are making and have made for 
rears to bring about improvements in this respect, and Hon'ble Members will 
he aware that the Inspectors of the Education Department have been strongly 
attacked here and elsewhere for these efforts, If, therefore, on behalf’ of 
Government I oppose the resolution brought forward by the Hon'ble the Vice~ 
Chancellor, he and the Council ‘will clearly understand that I do so not 
through any want of sympathy with the object which the Hon'ble the Vice- 
Chancellor has at heart. Ihave already this morning indicated the policy of . 
Government in the matter of assisting schools to obtain. sites, ee on 
and hostels, and it is unnecessary for me to repeat what I have said. We . 
have our policy, definitely laid down in our grant-in-aid rules. ‘These are not - 
merely regulations for convenience in spending money but denote the definite 
olicy of Government.in the “matter of assisting schools to remedy defects 

3 te ‘grants-in-aid. They do not preclude a school from receiving a 
building grant because it is technically an unaided school, or in other words 
because it does not receive a recurring maintenance grant. Any school’ ‘may _ 

apply for and obtain a building grant if it is prepared to accept the obligations’ 

_ which such a grant’ must impose under otr grant-in-aid rules. What the » 
Hon'ble the Vice-Chancellor now asks us to do is to depart from our 
policy in the interest of certain schools in Calcutta, where practically all 
schools are unaided, We have a policy which is clear and definite by. > 
which we work, and from which we are now asked to depart in favour of 
a scheme which is but faintly outlined and at present does not appear 

to offer any prospect of success. I should be diffident about saying this if T 
were to trust entirely to my interpretation of, the remarks with which the — 
Hon'ble the Vice-Chancellor has sera his resolution but I find that the — 
matter was discussed in this Council a year ago and that it has alsoformed the 
subject of correspondence between the Hon'ble the Vice-Chanceller and the _ 
Director of Pyplic Instruction. The proposals have been communicated to the 
Education iment by the Hon'ble the Vice-Chancellor. They have been 
examined both within the Director's office and outside ; they have received 
careful attention, and I find that the decision of the fon'ble Mr. Hor 
is, that the scheme is unworkable, and that this decision has: 
reported to Government. I need not go into‘elaborate details but 
inform the Council that to build any anntactaes Sena Tee D 

"site is estimated to cost on a rough calculation at least 14 lakhs. I 
ment gave towards this, part of the cost which at present its 

rules: permit, there remain two-thirds, Ot the capital 
met by the school. » ly in the form of a mortgage. This mort 

given to a building 3 ding society, 1 ; 4 


. A buil 
siceatte 






















in our corresp that this rent should be fixed atten per cent. To pay. 
te school will have to make a large working profit Hai year, Row 
my 








3 , it is our contention that no school can make this profit if it is 
|. properly. worked, and that no school ought to be in a position to make this 
» profit. If a school is prepared, as suggested by the Hon'ble the Vice- 
Chancellor, to raise its fees with a.view to some such scheme, it is difficult to 
see why it is not prepared to raise its fees to create a nucleus which in a few 
_ years would enable it to come forward to Government and ask for a grant 
under our grant-in-aid rules. I repeat the scheme has been examined in the 










mend to the Council to accept the resolution. 

Unaided schools, that is, schools which do not receive regular monthly 
grants, may be unaided for various reasons, perhaps because inefficiency 
stands in the way, perhaps hecause funds are not available ; perhaps because 

_ they are not anxious to. come under the Education Department, preferring their 

~» own way to the oblgetion of working according to the standards laid down 
by Government. For these last, I respectfully submit, we should not’ incur 
any obligation. If they wish us to incur obligation, they should on their part 
be prepared to accept what corresponds’ to that obligation ; if a school is not, 
prepared to ask for a grant on the terms on which Government is prépared 
to give one, I do not see why Government should contemplate departing from 

these terms in its’ interest. As I have said, we are prepared to give 
unaided schools building grants if they are prepared to accept the obligations 
that we consider desirable in the interests of educational efliciency. We 
have ‘during the last five years given unaided schools building grants to the 


total of Rs. 1,04,000, while a grant of Rs. 15,000 remains to be paid as soon as — 


» a particular school has completed its building. When an unaided school 
comes up with a reasoned scheme and is prepgred to accept the obligation we 
shall give it full consideration. But for the reasons. already indicated, [ am 
unable to accept this resolution. I would also mention a further special 
reason, that a survey of the schools and of the educational conditions of 

 Caleutia is at present being completed by a capable officer of the department. 
Tt is expected that his report will soon be submitted, and from what he has 

. already told me of his enquiry, it is probable that improvements will demand 
much bolder measures than those the Hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor has recom- 
mended to the Council this morning.” 


| The Hon'ble Dx, Dasa Prasad Sarmapunkant said — 
_ “My Lord, a reference has been made tothe attacks on Mr. Wordsworth’s 
eters here and elsewhere. If I were he, I should not mind them, but go 
on doing my work. Whenever there has been occasion here or elsewhere, 
faa fits il 


willing testimony to the excellent work that the Inspectors do 


and the neste that we receive from them, but for which our work in the 













“With regard to the grant-in-aid for buildings and their conditions, I do 
sug “hat they should be relaxed, except in so far as the buildings 
ve to be given priority of charge for the purpose of finding a 
t has been provided for. This is a matter capable of Le 

en in Caloutta for the very modest school-houses, for whic! 
‘is estimated, that can easily be cut down, We have our 
‘these things. If matters are 
‘able to build cheaper than 


1 no interest will have to b ‘paid on what the school 
‘be. ring and the Government will be prepared to 


So 





ordsworth’s advisers are 








ing the cost of repairs, taxes and other expenses. I find a su eniien 


Tiniversity would have been well nigh impossible. So fargas he and I are. 
baiieetnet that question does not arise. 


ly scrutinized I know we _ 





Director's office and as a result of that examination! am not able to recom- . 


+) 





i= 









© Ihe, Wordsworth. + 


in vogue many years ago and with ‘excellent results. 







~ In the stage of t! we would like to hava some readers in si 
En covering the pied covered by the Vernacular readerssand foi 
* Ea even the terminology in the vernaculats’ can be identified casily. 
iu 


18 the subjects can be taught again through the medium of English “and 
during the same period of threé Years a more difficult seriés of vernacular 
readers would be given covering grounds that the boy would have to take 
during the last. three years of his study. In that way there will be 
he ans Rh teaching through the medium of English and “Vernacular and 
this go on right through the nine years of school-coutse. We had a 
system like this many years ago when I claim that English was better taught 
than now. Proofs of that system are ‘visible’ even to-day. I do not suggest 
that private enterprise should‘at all be interfered with, but when oncethe pace 
has been set there is no doubt requisite books would'be forthcoming. If this 
principle commends itself to Government, we might make a small Tiapitita 4 
with regard to subjects about which there can be no doubt, namely, book: 
of the kind that I suggest here—books on sanitation and hygiene and 
subjects which has not been attempted yet. Rs. 50,000 will’not be at all too 
“much for an object like this and it would serve a secondary purpose as well— 
it would provide readers on subjétts that could not otherwise be secured, “I 
hope the Council woul 1 be unanimous over’ the, question of hygiene. readers 
although I remember there was a dissentient voice when Mt. Irwin's proposal 
was before the Council. “If hygiene and sanitation are to be taught in schools 
they cannot be more effectively taught than in the way I suggest.. Those who 
remember Babu Radhika Prassanna Mukherjee’s book on hygiene which ‘was 
a text-book thirty or forty years ago, remember how simple truths were 
conveyed. Since then we have had excellent books by Dr. Chunilal' Bose 
and others. But my object will not be accomplished by the books that we 
are speaking of, namely, that’ the same subject should be taught through the 
medium of Vernacular and English at different school stages. ‘To consider 
this question at close quarters I ask for a small subsidy to be used for 
organising the work. There is a text-book committee and the departmental 


machinery, too, is there and a subsidy will hasten the work T have in view. 
» With these words I move the resolution which I have read out already.” 
° 


. The Hon’ble Mr. Worpsworrn said :-— Shey 


receive our careful attention in the Education Department, 


ne pala ce effect to our new curricula. So the Department made 


sis to discourage monopoly. Tt is true that at times special ‘reasons: have 
CaP kira us'to embark upon the preparation of certain mYlel text-books, 
‘his; for i 


“My Lord, the speech of the Hon’ble Member raises two questions— 
(1) the question of the organisation. of our work in schools and (2) the policy 
of the Education Department iy the matter of text-books. I think the former 
ean sca be considered with adventage here and I would ask the Hon’ble 
Member to be content with my assurance that what he has said to-day’ will 











“In the matter of text-books the policy of the Department has been and. 


ee, was the policy followed when we reorganised our vernacular 
education about 10 years ago and when it was felt that there were no books 






for the production bf model text-books. ‘These books, were 


to be and do what the name signifies, te, to stimulate the’ pro- © 
ction of books that could be considered satisfactory under the new selieme. * 


‘Government at that time was prepared to consideyand ibe for use any 


books that were brought eVery opportunity 
quthors and plas 6 the--booke so. thet 
ed upon the work 
any necessity for a change 
ate authors is not at all 
Maghat there is at present 
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Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadhileard, 3 Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. 


in subjects other than English, Indian History and Geography a wide range 
of satisfactory toxt-books from which a choice may be made for use in 
schools, and in theso three subjects matters are steadily improving. It is 
a part of the same policy that. educational officers of Government who 
may have written text-books that have been accepted for use in schools are 
forbidden to retain any interest in these beoks. Educational officers are 
discouraged from embarking on this kind of work and the exclusive preserip- 
tion of selected books is being abandoned. We issue large: supplementary 
lists out of which selections may be made.. These lists give some indication 
of the books that we consider best for specific purposes, but. we allow a school 
a free choice in the matter of selection. ; 

“In the matter of books on hygiene and sanitation, I may state that a 
small committee of experts is now examining the existing books on these 
subjects and if it is the finding of the committee that no book. is satisfactory, » 
dhe preparation departmentally of a satisfactory text-book will be taken 
in hand.” ' 


The Hon’ble De, Desa Prasap Sarpaputkari said :— 


“My Lord, I am glad to find that what I had in mind has 10 a certain 
extent been anticipated by the Director af Public Instruction in the matter 
of books on hygiene. Rut I am afraid that the vbject of my resolution will 
not be atiained thereby. I “have admitted.and I admit again that there are 
excellent books on those subjects which from certain points of view are quite 
acceptable, but that is not the point of view which I am trying to impress 
upon the Couneil.. I haye in mind. vernacular and good English books with 
their counterpart in yernaculars and. English as a means. of toaching the 
languages as well and for that purpose specially prepared reader—in duplicate 
as it were—would be necessary. The‘men who have made their mark in 
these lines—the very authors | have named, may well be deputed.. If the 
Director also takes up that point of view I do not think that any useful purpose 


" would be served by. pressing this resolution go far as text-books on hygiene 


is concerned. I am quite at one with the Director that nothing would be inore - 
prejudicial to the best educational and literary interest than to allow any kind: 
of monopoly. At the same time Director has stated that model toxt-books 
of certain standard have to be published from time to time and the 
time .would come when education, in schools will have to be placed upon 
a basis like this if there is to be a real teaching of English. If the 
text-books as written in English and Bengali uses the same termino- 
logy a great deal will have been achieved and on those lines books on. 
other subjects can be ‘treated. I would’ rot press. this resolution having 
regard to what the Hon'ble Mr. Wordsworth has told us, but I would only 
suggest that in dealing: ‘with the matter the point of view that I have 
suggested may be borne in mind.” % i 
‘The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XXIX. 


a Ligh 
The Hon'ble Mz. Provasn Oxunper Mirren moved tho following Resolu- 
tion — 6 : By sa 

Thig Council recommends to the Governor in Council that = 

(a) a provision for Bs. 6,000 be made for instructing teachers and 
Tnspectors, sanitary beculbe with a view to the spread 

in. futu sanitary "knowledge in scluoasionnl Seite aps 

¢ _and in ‘ous localities by means of public léctures ; and 
(2) this sum be met by reducing the provision for Rs. 17,280. for ‘the 

. appointment ‘of Shorthand Writers. in he High 
head: w and Justioe—Courts of Law.” 
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. Resolutions. 
Mr. Wordsworth; Mr. Provash Chunder Miter; Dr. Deba Prasad 
i t Sarbadhikari. 


He said :— " 9 

“My Lord, I have had a conversation with the Hon'ble Mr. Wordsworth 
_and Tam glad to say that, so far as the purpose of my resolution goos, it 
meets with the approval of Government. Government may not be prepared 
to provide the fund from the head I have suggested, but that is a matter 
for Government toconsidor. I formally place this resolution before the 
Council without a speech.” 

The Hon'ble Mx. Worpsworrn said :— 

“My Lord; I welcome this opportunity of informing the Council that we 
have lost no time in endeavouring to give effect to the resolution which tke 
Gouneil accepted a little time ago. The outlines of the scheme have already 
beon drawn up in consultation with the Sanitary Department and under the 
schemewe shall be enabled to introduce at once the teaching of sanitation 
and hygiene in our guru-training schools by the agency of health officers and 
sanitary inspectors of municipalities, and in some cases of district boards. 
We hope to be able to make arrangements also for the lecturer on sanitation 
for the training of health officers to give instruction in our training colleges 
and perhaps normal schools, which I may describe as our intermediate train- 
ing schools, as soon as that officer is appointed. I hépe also that we shall be 
able to make early arrangements for the introduction of this subject in one 
or more of the girls’ school in this province. This is an earnest of what we 
intend to do; we have done our best and the work will shortly commence. 

It is not necessary to consider the second part of the resolution because 
the Hon’ble Member will remeriber that the Hon'ble Sir 8. P. Sinha, in 
discussing the Hon'ble Mr. Irwin’s resolution, informed the Council that ihere 
had ‘been in recent years three poripatotic lecturers teaching sanitation in 
high schools: The provision of Rs. 5,000 that was made for expenditure on 
that head has been retained in our budget, and will he available for the 
hoc contemplated by the Hon’ble Member. I think, therefore, that it will 

unnecessary for him to press the resolution to a vote.” 
The Hon'ble Mr. Provash Cuunper Mrrrer said :— 


“T beg to withdraw the resolution.” p5 5 
_ ‘The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


‘APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XXX. 
The Hon’ble Dr. Dena Prasap Sababftixant moved the following Resolu- 


tion :-— \ 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 
f (a) a sum of Rs. 20,000. be added to the amount of the grant to the 
P University for Calcutta Messes ; and 
(&) the said sum be taken out of the provision of Rs. 96,538,000 under 


head Police, District Executive Force. 








He said :— 
; . “My Lord, in movigg this resolution, I desire to bring e rtain facts before 
+ the Council. ‘The toval number of students reading in all the Calcutta Colleges. 
Arts, Law and Medical, is a little over 15,000, excluding the female students. 
~ At the lowest estimate, at least half the number‘comes from mufassil and so 
the University and the college authorities have to provide accommodation for 
7,500 students Of this number, 900 have been accommodated in Govern- 
‘ment and private college era eae ee Slnone alee ‘eigeel 
Law College, C. M.S. and § wier’s College Hostels) am 
Hl he fal Madvauat Y.M.C. A. 
‘Mission, Oxford Mission and Taylor Hells). If we deduct 900+ 
1,300 from 7,500, the remaining 6,200 st s have still to: be provided 
female and attached mosses. The new hostels that have beon con- 
yr the private o 





non-collegiate hostels (Elliot Madrasah, 










colleges and the Carmichaph Hostel will accommodate 





Mr. O'Malley. 


about 950 students from next session, so the remaining 5,250 (6,200 ‘ 


students are to be accommodated in houses hired by the University. 


attached messes or in unattached messes—houses which the students them- — 


selves engage. During the current session, provision for about, 1,900 students 
has been made in ‘attached messes. Then again 3.350 (5,250—-1,900). 
students have still to be provided with accommodation in hostels or attached 
messes. ‘The total number of students that has been. housed in unattached 
messes this year, is about 1,300. If we deduct 1,300 from 3,350 then we see 
that the remaining 2,050 students are living in private messes or with 


ardians unknown ‘to the University. Mr. R. N.Gilehrist-and Mr.\J.R. 


anerji, who were appointed to enquire into the working of the Calcutta Mess 
Scheme in 1914, remarked in their report :—‘ It is most advisable to dis- 
continue unattached mess system altogether. The attached messes are in 
every way more desirable just as hostels are more’ desirable than nesses. 
But in the absence of funds for, building hostels, it is advisable that the. 
students should live under as healthy condition as possible and the unattach- 
ed mess. system is by no means a healthy system. We accordingly strongly 
recommend that the Students’ Residence Committee should receive a grant 
sufficiently large to enable: them to house all the students who are not 


living with their parents or with guardians (guaranteed as really such), or in ~ 


hostels (or in. recognised non-collegiate hostels) or in attached messes.” ‘The: 
total number of students living in unattached messes or in private hoarding: 
houses or with guardians is 3,350. If all of them have to be drafted 
into attached messes then the fixed annual Government grant will have to be 
increased to Rs, 30,000 per annum. Considering all these points Mr. Gilchrist 
and Mr. Banerjee suggested some more clastie method for the development 
of the scheme. They said: ‘It is obvious that with the tapid inerease 
of the number of students some- more elastic method of niin i must be 
found. At present Government grants a certain fixed amount, based ona 
general estimate made some years ago, Since the grant was first sanctioned’ 
great increases have taken place in the numbers of students and no corres- 
ponding chznge has been made in the grant. ; An inelastic grant of this ikind 
“enables she Students’ Residence Committee of the University to house -satis- 
factorily only a smiall proportion of the students requiring- accommodation.’ 
They suggested that 30 per cent. of the total amount of ee paid: by 
the University tothe owners of the attached messes should he borne by the 
‘Government and the remaining 70 per cent. should be met from the seat rent 

to be charged from boarders. ‘ 3 
The Government has recognized its duty in the matter of housing and 
that is why it pays ten thousand rupees. But a committee of experts consist~ 
ing of men’ like Messrs. Gilchrist and J. R. Banerjee do not think the sum 
adequate. This is quite borne out by our experience also. The University 
cannot do very much in the matter without further assistance and therefore 
T recommend thet the grant asked for may be provided.” 
eo , 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS“ITEM No. XXX. 


The How’sie Mr. O'Mauury said -— ‘ x 


“My lord, ¥ should like to explain in the first place what help \Gotorae ig 
called the 


ment at present gives to the University in working what is call 
Caloutia mess scheme. ‘The system is that the University hires houses for 
students of private who cannot obtain accommodation cdee lee 
+ Last year, T think, it hi 808, which had accommodation for 
students, For the su of these messes there is an officer, calle 
‘Messes. | ment pays the whole of his pay, his 
his establishment and conti it which a 
year, ‘There aa 
Sinewbew nob" 
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Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari. 


paying their rents. Lo protect the University against any loss Government 
is ‘ready in any year to make good any deficit caused by receipts being below 
expenditure up to a limit of Rx. 9,000. Adding the Rs. 4,000 on account of the 
Mess Inspector, Government is’ ready to incur expenditure up to Rs, 13,000 
in ci ect tea in helping the University in managing their mess scheme. 
Government is not strietly responsible for the housing of the students of 
tivate colleges or bound to como to the help of the University in providing 

‘ov their accommodation.’ Under the Universities Act and Regulations the 
responsibility for the provision of proper accommodation’ and for the 
supervision and physical welfare of the students devolves on the University 
and thé colleges affiliated to it. Government has, however, not been back- 
watd in helping the University. Recently a special grant of ten lakhs have been 
given by the Government of India to the University for building hostels 
attached to private colléges. Besides this, private institutions have been given © 

nts of ‘about Seven Iaklis out of special grants made in 1911-12 and 
1919-13. Altogether, therefore, Government has given 17 lakhs in the last 
eight years for hostels attached to private colleges. The mess scheme, which 
Thave already mentioned, was also started by Government in 1905 with the 
_ object of improving: the conditions of students’ residence in Calcutta. ,Two 
years laier, the working of the” mess scheme was handed over to the 
University with its own consent, Government agreeing to give a grant up to 
a maximum of Rs. 9,000 to coyer any deficit on condition that the University 
did its. best to recover the rents in full from the students, and so render the 
‘scheme self-supporting. There have, however, been’ deficits and Government 
has given considerable sums, over and above Rs. 9,000; to enable the 
University to clear off those deficits. 

Of late matters have greatly improved. The University increased ‘the 
seat rents, andthe result was that in 1916-17, the deficit was only Rs. 6,112 
or Rs. 2,887 less than the grant of Rs. 9,000 up to which Government is 
ready to finance the scheme. Surely, my Lord, if the University, can work 
the scheme with the assistance of a grant of about Rs. 6,000, it is not 
necessary for its working to allot another Rs. 20,000, as wroposéd in this 
resolution, so as'to make its total contribution Rs. 29,000 borides Rs. 4,000 for 
the Mess Inspector. 

, I-gather from the Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor that what he is anxious to 
do is to get the help ‘of Government in providing for an increasing number of 
students who comer to Calcutta. I think [ have shown sufficiently that 
Government has been generous in providing for the residence of college 
students in Caleutta: Government 1s already incurring an annua! expendi- 
ture on Arts Colleges of about 18 lakhs and ‘a further sum of teh lakhs 
‘on account of professional colleges ; and Rs. 6f lakhs have to be found from 
provincial revenues: Government, as T have said before, is not really 
responsible for students’ residence in: Calcutta and it cannot very well 
accept an unlimited liability for providing Calcutta students with their 
Iddging in addition to education within college walls. I reg§Pi, therefore, my 
Lord, that“I cannot recommend the Council to accept this resolution. 


The Hon'ble Du. Dena Prasap Sarnapmikani said ‘ 
‘ “My Lord, it is rather late in, the day to say that Government has 
‘no responsibility. with regard to the students’ messing scheme. It has accept- 
ed that responsibility and has given effect toa policy which is laudable and» 
which is necessary in the interest of education. the Hon'ble Mr, O'Malley 
has said the scheme was that of the Gove and it was in order to 
relieve the Government. .of responsibility. o © matter that that the 

ity consented to take it over, My Lord, buralations framed under 

“Act laid down: a policy which, as is known, could not be 

i the University or the colleges and 









other Pa the Government of 
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India and Your Excellency’s Government determined to come to the assist- 
ance of’ the University. And if you go on constantly reininding us of the 
past favours, the moment something extra is necessary the position becomes 


difficult.: Increasing number and the altered circumstances of the situation 
* are entailing more expenditure that must be met somehow. Tho rej ort of 
the Committeo which was appointed consisting of Messrs. Gilchrist aie J. Ro 
Banerjee says that the scheme cannot be properly given effect to for less than 
Rs. 30,000. It is not only my duty as the Vice-Chancellor—the Vice~ 
Chancellor has no place here—but as the representative of the University on 
Your Excellency’s Council to bring this matter before the Council and if the 
Government says that it has no responsibility in the matter the University 
knowing that it can expect no further asgistance must shape its course’ 
accordingly. Of course the safe course for the University some suggest 
» will be to say to’ the students, about 3,500 ih number, that they will have 
to go out of the collegos as residence under the rules cannot be provided for 
them. Is that the state of things that we are going to tolerate? If so, the 
University mighi be told about it, But the University does not think that 
that is the policy of the Government nor does the country. 
‘A division was then taken with the following result :— 




















Ayes. J Noes—20, 
‘The Hon'ble Dr. Nilratan Sarkar, ‘The Hon'ble Sit Henry Wheeler, k.cu.k., C81. 
sy) Mr, Amingr Rehan, n Mr. N.D, Bentgon Bell, Ge.ts, cave. 
® Rey. Dr. @, Howells, 4 Sir Satyendra Prasanva Sinha, Kr. 
” Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. . Mr. C. J. Stevenson- 
© Kumar Shib Sekhareswar Ray. iB, 
Baba Brojendra, Kishor Ray Chan: + Mrs dy Donald, 
dhuri. " Mr. L. 8, 8. O'Malley 
“ Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, c.1.8. » Mr. F, A. A. Cowley, 
Rai Debender Chander” Ghose w Lieat..0ol. “W.-J,” Buchauan,” 0.2, 
Bahadur. 1a. 
© Maulyi, Abul Kasem, » Mr. GH. Bompae, ) 
w ‘Mr. M. Asbraf Ali Khan Chaudburi. | » Mr. W,C. Wordsworth, 
a ir, Altaf All. Memes 2 Payne. 
“Bai Sri Nath Ray Bahadar. { +) Mr E.B, HL Panton, ii 
” ‘Rai Mahendra, Chandra Mitra \ a Rai Priya Nath Mukharji Bahadur, 
Bahadur. . . 18.0. 
» © Babu Surendra Nath Ray. Jo Me, Je Macken. 
mt Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhari. ” M H.H. Arden- Wood, c.i.x. 
” M Glen, ry 
” M Carter, O18, 
” Mr. W. E. Crom. 





” Khan Sakib Aman Ali. 


The Hon'ble Mr. E. B. Eden abstained from voting. 
The following members were absent :— 


The Hon'ble Mr. T. C. P. Gibbons, i.e. 
» . the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 
ys Sir Rajendra Nath-Mookerjee, .0.1.8, 
x + Raja Hrisikesh Laha, 0.1.5. : 
ND:: “the Maberasadhiraje: Bahadur of Burdseant 
re Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. © 
4h Rai Radha Charan ee Boketey: 
; Maas CORT Mp eT Fi ert 
* Mr. H. R, A, Irwin. i sae aN 
Ne Ae Dr, Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. es ARN 
* oy Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. en 
: i +6 Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 
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Resolutions, - 
“ Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari; Mr, Arden Wood. 
APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XXX. 


The spemels Dr. Dena Prasap. Sarnapiuzanr moved the: following resolu- 





This Council recommends to the Governor in Couneil that— 


(a) a sam of Rs. 10,000 be provided in the Budget for the im 
Of the Calcutta Commercial Institute ; aa pea 
{b) the said sum. of Rs. 10,000 be taken out of the provision of 
Rs. 96,58,000 under head Police District Executive Force, 


He said :— 


“The Calcutta Commercial Institute, which has been in existond for a faw 
years, has been doing excellent work and its work has highly been appre- 
ciated in commercial circles. It was my privilege to -attend one of its 

| prize meeting under the presidency of the Hon'ble Sir Hugh Bray and I 
gather that the good work of the school was to a certain extent hampered on 
account of want of funds. I realise that in the present cireumstances 
it is not possible to find large sums of money for schools and even when the 
mhoney is forthcoming, it is not easy to have men of the right sort. In fact, 
T have been told there is some provision, but it is not possible to get the 
proper men. At the same time, when one is told that lack of funds has 
retarded the development of this institution, I think it may fairly be claimed 
that all that -can be done under existing circumstances to” strengthen 
a school of this kind should be done. Commercial and technical education 
has been engaging the public attention very prominently for some time 
and the time is fast. coming when it can scarcely be neglected. A good 
beginning has already been made in the Commercial Institute, but. it 
should be strengthened. The Hon'ble Sir Hugh Bray and the Principal told 
us on that occasion that all the commercial houses were glad to take trained 
pupils from the school. Sir Hugh Bray paid a high compliment on the work 
of the school and said that it should be placed on a sound footing. I have 
no doubt that a better class of men will be appointed as teachers when it 
ultimately forms part of the University scheme as I hope it will soon do; but 
that has nothing to do with the present occasion. I think the school should 
be strengthened as it is so that the pupils should be better grounded and be 
valuable to the commercial houses who are appreciating the outturn of the 
school so much. In that view I commend this, resolution to the acceptance 
of this Council. Iam sure the Hon’ble Mr. Arden Wood, who is on the 
Board :of management of this institution, will bear me out that the present 
difficulty is due to lack of funds.” AU 


The Hon'ble Ma, Arvey Woon said :— 


“My Lord, as a member of the Board of Management 4, the Calcutta 
Commercial Institute. I think I ought to say that the Board was not aware 
of the bonevolent intentions of the Hon'ble the Vice-Chancellor towards the 

~ Commercial Tnstitute, though I have no doubt that it will be grateful to him 
for brining this matter before the Council, because it really is a matter of 

some public importance. The Board of the Commercial: Institute has long 
made up its min@ about it, ‘I find that so long ago as the 19th November, 

- 1912, a resolution was passed in which it stated that. the work 

hitherto done by the Institute in the face culties and adverse cir- 

cumstances was such as to justify the belief the Institute provided 

» eommereial. education of a character that was use to the commercial 

ommunity, and that as it had now passed the experimental stage it should 
be placed on a proper and- permanent footing. order to extend the 
usefulness of the Institute, it was desirab its status, and the 
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Boatd Gonsidered that-a’ Principal should be brought out from Great Britain 
who would have had special experience of commercial education. The Board 
owas of opinion that if this were not’ done it would be better to close the insti- 
tute rather than to continue the work in the experimental fashion in Whieh. it 
had hitherto proceeded. This was in 1912. .On the 19th February, 1915, the 
Board had again this matter under consideration and resolved that steps 
oughit'to be taken at once to give practical effect to the opinion expressed at 
its meeting of the 19th November, 1912. The Board desired to press. upon 
‘the Government the extreme importance of proceeding without further delay 
tothe appointment of a highly qualified person: as Principal. of the Gbvern- 
ment Commercial Institute. The Board considered that the Principal should 
be a graduate of a British University and that he Should have himself 
specialised in sme way that would be useful to him as the. head of such an 
institution. He should be appointed to the Indian Educational, Service on a 
special pay of not less than Rs. 800 a month, * Those resolutions have dll been 
communicated to the Director of Public Instruction. The present situation 
is that the institution has still no Principal, and has had no Principal since 
Jannary, 1911. And this means that the institution, which seven years ago 
‘had made a satisfactory start and had really begun to establish itself in the 
public confidence, is now in a situation which can only be regarded as 
thoroughly unsatisfactory. ‘The Acting Principal has loyally done his best 
for the institution, but it is not fair to any man to keep him in an acting appoint- 
ment for so long a time as seven years.’ I was under the impression that 
the difficulty in providing a Principal was due to financial conditions. But 
T find this year savings on the Budget allotment for the institute of upwards 
‘of Rs, 9,000, and I suppose that the real difficulty of doing whatvis right in 
‘this mattor is the difficulty there is at present in recraiting a Principal from 
England. I am not satisfied that it would not be possible to rereuit a 
Principal in India, and-I certainly think that really vigorous action should 
be taken to ascertain if a suitable Principal could not. be obtained in India. 
The present state of things is not fair either to commercial education or to 
the Government Commercial Institute, and it should be brought to an end,” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Worpswortn said :— " eg 


“My Lord, in opposing this resolution, I welcome the Vice-Chancellor’s 
interest’ in the welfare of the institution. We are conscious, painfully con- 
scious, of what the institution might be doing, if we had been able to carry out 
our intentions. Some years ago the possibilities of developing the institution 
were considered and the:unsatisfactory progress is due to circumstances that 
are at, Larotd beyond the power of this Government to modify. My. sition 
to the Vice-Chancellor’s resolution is based ‘upon the consideration. t! his 
proposal is far vuguer than what wo have already under our consideration 
and I think it pvill meet the case if I undertake that we shall return to ‘the 
consideration & our scheme and do what we. can once more to have .improve- 
ments carried into effect. It is too soon to consider any possible improve- 
ment in this institution in-relation to the facilities that may be offered by the 
University in the scheme projected for the encouragement of commercial 
education, but I undertake that we shall, as a depariment, do’ our ee to 





"get, those improvements made possible to which we have already givert our 






attontion.. I think perhaps in these circumstances the VicerVhancellor 
not ‘wish to press his resolpsi nace Eo . vil 


‘Phio’ Hon'ble Dr. Denaf 


“My Lord, what M8. Wordsworth and Mr. Arden Wood ‘has told this 
Council will suffice for the present ; but one consideration that I’should like 


to press upon the department and the governing body: of this institution is” 
WP Nal ab ee 
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it the Principal alone that would make the college better. ‘There 
that could be filled here even if the Principal from: Y 
ng for the present. “Mr. Wordsworth has told us that i 
yhavea fairly good Principal now, But chairs in Ei ee 
‘some other subjects. could be at once strengthened ms 
“spoak of the University giving facilities, but 1 thin! 
rT Dhe University is looking out for facilities ~ 
n so far as that goes, my wrest in the scheme, which Mr. Wordsworth 
welcomes, is not wholly disinterested. I have the larger interest of the 
commercial community and of the public at heart. However, having regard 
to what Mr. Wordsworth has said, I do not press this resolution.” 
~ ‘The Yosolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn, 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XXXII. 
The Hon’ble Du. Nazravan Sarkar moved the following resolution : 
_ 'Phis Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— i i 
2) a dum of Rs. 80,000 non-recurring and Rs. 10,000 rdcurring be 
allotted for making arrangements in the Presidency Sollegs for 
teaching Zoology by providing accommodation and equipment for 
© theoretical as well as practical teaching of the stibject and by 
appointing one Professor and two demonstrators ; and 2 
‘b) the onyrensr rag expenditnts be met out of the sum of Rs. 6,75,000 
_ provided for Works and Progross and New Works in counec- 
tion with. the reorganisation ‘of the Subordinate Police im — 
Eastern Bengal under District Police; and tie bent | 
expenditure be met out of the sum of Rs. 6,483,000 proyidec 
for Contingencies under District Police Force. i 

































‘said — : ane 
“My Lord, when a similar résolution was moved last Ergetived insects z 
on’ble Mr. Hornell said that from his point of view it was desi 7 
should be introduced into: the Presidency College 
) abjectod. , he would refer the matter: te 
“ea 4 body of tho Presidency College. Tho governing body of the 
ney College have since considered’ the matter. ‘Ihey have ded 










‘Lord, the financial difficulty.in regard to any proposal varies inversely 
ae of importance of it. Tam coho eet Sees proving 
that this proposal is an important one. At present out of 68 Universities 
ritish Empire, whose names are red in the Yoar Book 
ire, have Professors ‘cology on ‘their staff. Tn 
except Calcutta, have Professors to teach pat Y 
medi 


stage | students ; Calcutta is the only exoe 
ono Univer, he br fees Calage in 


‘mean Colongl : ; 
Lord, the*study of Zoology is a discipline of the first order 
“has a scientific and ci tural value. la Lam, however, 

ith its economic than with its’ scientific value. In no 
of Entomology, Veterinary Zoology, Agri 
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arrangement this sum ean be materially reduced. If a le of rooms can, be 
a in one of the corners of the Presidency College ; and if the laboratories 
abe Botanical Department be allowed to be used by Zoological students — 

"a8 well, whose dumber is not. likely to be large, then the capital expenditure 

“ may be materially curtailed. All that I pray for is, that the importance. of “ 
the subject be properly realised, and that a fitet beginning, however small, | 

“ in the study of this subject, be made in Calcutta,” sida HS aa 


4 ie 
The Hon'ble Mr. Worpswortn said :— pitt 


“My Lord, the hon'ble moyer of this resolution ‘has explained: that ‘this 
Proposal is not new and that it has already been considered carefully by the 
governing body of the Presidency College. I fear, however, that he has 
migunderstood the. position taken by that body; and I can speak with | 
authority on the point, as I was at the time the Principal of the College, 
‘The governing body of the Presideney College have to objection at all to the 
introduction of the study of Zoology into the Presidency. College, . They 
would not place any obstacles in the way nor would they hesitate to remoye 

yany obstacles from the way, if they saw their way to do se. But the 
Presidency College, even with its excellent laboratories, is already working 
up to the full standard of its equipment in the. other sciences, viz, 

sics, Chemistry, Geology, Physiology and Botany, The governing body, 
after careful consideration, came to the conclusion that they could 
do nothing - for Zoology, except at the expense of some one of these 
‘sciences, which, in their opinion, had a greater weight to consideration, 

' Jn arriving at this opinion they wore guided by the judgment of a prominent. 
Indian gentleman, who is specially comjetent to speak for the Indian 
community in these matters and who is the Vice-President of the governing 
body, that there does not exist such a demand for the stady of Zoology as 
would justify them in interfering with the facilities now offered for the study 
of any one of the other sciences. I admit that this is only a partial argument, 
and that it is a part of the duty of a University and a College to stimulate 
an interest in the higher studies and to offer facilities for pursuing that 
interest. This is, however, a question of practical difficulty, and the govern- 
ing body of the Presidency College feel that. when opportunity arises, their 
first consideration must be provision for teaching Botany in the first year 
‘and second year classes. I should explain that the other sciences ate taught 
from the first year to the sixth year classes, bnt Botany is only taught. in the 

' third, fourth, fifth and sixth year classes. The authorities of ¢ Medical 
{ have recently requested the Presidency College to provide facilities 
for. teaching Botany in the first and second year classes. hey have pointed * 
out that the Prosidency College students at present are at some disadvantage " 
in the keen competition for admission to the Medical College and that this 
disadvantage is likely to increase in, the near future. Tf, therefore, it we 
possible to Bade extended facilities for science’of the equipment, the first 

consideration mst be provision for teaching Botany in the first a: | second dni 
year classes, be ; 4 hash 


“Tan, therefore, only assure the Hon’ble Mover, as I haye assured’ q 
repeatedly, that the utmost the Presidency Ccllege; situated as it is, car 

is to bear his point of view in mind, so that, when the College v 
heme is taken up once more and the financial stringenc; ; is remover 

f Baltiing of a laboratory for the teaching of Zoology ‘then receive full” 
-. consideration.” f a * wa i 
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The Hon'ble Dr. Nitsa Sankar said —- a si 
fia Lord, I am somewhat concerned to hear that it has. 
e porsone't e isnodemand for the study-of Z¢ 
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‘Provelthia matter-beoanta thero.is no chair for Zoology at present. 1 beligve, 
however, ‘that there is a demand. Apart from that, | may point out that 
‘many of the higher studies have to be unless without a preliminary Zoological 
“tacking fo instance, the University introduced the study of comparative 
Pshycolozy. It is now rather amusing to think of comparative Pshycology 
without a study of comparative Anatomy. ‘Then again there is such a subject 
as higher Zoology in tho University curriculum. Of course there is no 

uation in Zoology,. but there is Zoology in the higher stage. However, 
T gain nothing by prolonging this quarrel with the Director of Public 
Instruction. Ishall be quite content if he remembers the thing and when the 
timo comes, he will make arrangements for the introduction oh the study of 
Zoology ih the Presidency College.” 


The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

















_ APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XXXII. 


) The ‘Hon'ble De. Nivratan Sarkar withdrew the following resolution 
which stood in his name :— , 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 

(a) a sum of Rs. 50,000 non-recurring and Rs. 10,000 recurring be 
provided for ‘making arrangements for the theoretical and 
practical teaching of Physics, Chemistry, Botany'and Zoology 

. . in the T. Sc. ‘standard in the Bethune College by equipping 

é suitable laboratories and appointing two lecturers and two 
demonstrators ; and rer) 

fess (b) the non-recurring expenditure be met from the lump provision of 
e ~ +) Rs. 6,75,000 for Additional Force and Police Reforms .under 

J District Police Force—20—Police, and the recurring expendi- 

oh ai ture be met out of the sum of Rs. 6,48,000 provided for: Contin- 

sk gencies, under District Police Force. (hah h 


"APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XXXIV. — 





iH The Hon’ble Dr. Ninraran Sankar withdrew the following, resolution 
ich ‘stood in his name :— * 
> Phis Council recommends to the Governor in Council thai 
~~ (a) a sum of Rs. 12,000 recurring be allotied for strengthening the 
~*~ Dentistry Department of the Calcutta Medical College ; an 
(b) the expenditure be met out of the sum of Rs: 47,61,000 provided 
r \ for Police Foree under District Police Force. ha 













APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS_ITEMiNo. XXXVI. 
“Tho Hon'ble Baww Burexvea Narn Ray moved the following resolu- 
“This: ‘Godacil ‘ecommends’'to the Governor in Council: ‘etiae? as’ thé 


dget/estiiates exceed the income by Rs.40,20/000, the following 
of expenditure bs deleted from the Budget -— suits 
rae Ry is 


: ci sf dtd 
Constr: of steam launches, ete., for thigiver Police ais 
“im Eastern Bengal ae aie) 100,000 
ain rogers of the Polic> Departm. connec- 
with the reorganization, of the E Bengal 6,18,000 
ie tay Yates if 








aren maces aes 
‘in the! va Police iy. 


80,000 


tonne otha 


of Munsiff's.come. as eben 








Parr IVA} 





THD CALCUTTA GAZETTE, APRIL 17, i918. 555 
ne F 
Resolutions. 


Balu Surendra Nath Ray, 


“increase of less than 10 per cent. and this after the receipt of the larze 
amounts expressly granted’ by the Government of India for that purpose. 
‘The expenditure on Sanitation forthe same period was Rs. 7} lakhs and 
‘Rs. 5. lakhs, respectively, or a decrease of 34 per cent., while the 
expenditure on irrigation is practically the same. I may also be permitted 
here to refer to some other: relevant facts. In the Budget for 1914-15 
large. sams were provided for the spread of education and improvement 
of sanitation, but on the breaking out of the war it was intimated that all 
works of improvement should be stopped and that it might also be necessary 
to curtail the expenses of general administration. The non-official members 
of this Council were also urged not ‘to hamper the Government during the 
time of war by pressing the claims of sanitation or of education. But so far 
the result has been that in this malaria-strickon countty the only establish- 
ment that has been curtailed is the Sanitation Department. The large sums 
set apart forthe improvement of education ‘has also not been spent under the 
orders of Government. But year after year we find’ fresh and new schomes 
brought forward in counection with tho police and this can only mean that it 
is the deliberate policy of the Government to favour expendittire on the police 
at the expense of education and sanitation. My Lord, I think the time has’ 

~ come when we should cry ‘halt’ to this state of things. Have the Govern- 
ment any idea as to how many projects for the improvement of. sanitation 
are being hung: up for financial reasons? 19 schemes, which ‘have been 
administratively approved and costing about Rs. 31} lakhs, have been post- 
poned on account of financial stringency and 40 other schemes estimated to cost 
Rs. 95¢ lakhs could not be finally submitted even for administrative approval 
principally for these reasons. These are schemes for the improvement 
of water-works and drainage of only certain of the municipalities in Bengal 
to which under the’ existing rules Government make a contribution of only 
oné-third of the cost, but in some cases, e.g., the Dacca sewerage, amounting to 
Rs. 10 lakhs or the wator-works of the Ruparian Municipalities, amounting to 
Rs. 35 lakhs Government will have to meet a large part of the cost ultimately. 
These projects only concern certain municipalities only and do not inclu 
large schemes of sanitation which the Sanitary Commissioner will soon have 
to bring forward before Government for the amelioration of the general 
condition of the people of this Presidency. Schemes of irrigation and 
reclamation of silted-up rivers and waterways, which have already been 
taken up by your Lordship’s Government, will also-have to be carried out if 
the scourge of malaria is to be driven out of the country. When just five 
years ago I moved’ in this Council to set apart the sum of Rs. 20 lakhs 
granted by the Governmentof India for sanitation for the purpuse of supplying 
of pure drinking water, Sir William Duke said that the Government were 
quite willing to spend money for the supply of drinking watgf, but that the 
local bodies could not take advantage of the assistance of Goverment because 
they were not ready with their projects. Now it appears that the municipali- 
ties of this Presidency. were ready with 16 projects for the supply of drinking 

ater and 40 projects for drainage, involving a cost of Rs. 1,26,50,000, but 
there is very little’ money: in the till available to carry them out. Projects 
for i ing the conditions of other nmnicipalities and of district boards are 
beimg” for , though at present, as already stated, the numberof schemes 

‘not yet carried out is'very large. Then as re; primary education. It 

has. practically become the fashion to take f ited thatthe cost for 

its sion should be moet by a direct tax whqlf is always unpopular 

and the responsibility for’ which should be takeif by the local bodies. 

MyvLord, while I do net shrink from the ‘fact that the local bodies 

should take the responsibility that is properly thei’, but that doos not 

imply. cls i p je cost ne Btesnet 
QG iM 














’ considered the effect, of mor 
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they enjoy a part‘or even the whole of the income derived from Excise. and ~ 
also. part from imcome-tax and other sourees, which in India are treated as 
properly belonging to the general revenue of the country. | Besides, they also, _ 
im most instances, .get additional help from the national treasury for the 
improvement of primary education. The Government will therefore have to 
contribute substantial sums towards the improvement of primary education. 
The question of secondary and University education are also bound to draw 
a larger share of the general revenues of the Presidency in the near futuré. 
I therefore do not see how can the Government be justified in incurring such 
a large and increasing expenditure at the present time and year after. year on 
the police. This point of view js still more accentuated by the fact that the, 
Government proposed to draw on the balances to the extent of Rs. 40 lakhs. 

uring the present financial stringencies no’ new expenditure. should be 
allowed that can possibly be postponed. I am fully aware of the fact that 

eace and order should be maintained in this country, but when. police charges 
asta increased in the course of,some 10 or 12 years from Rs. 35 lakhs a 
year to 1 crore and. 37 lakhs a year or more than four times, it is time that 
the charges should be carefully scratinised and curtailed if possible. Every 
year we are practically told that this new and additional police charges must 
be sanctioned or Government. will not’ be responsible for law and order»in 
the country.. Such arguments, might. hold good for one or two years, but 
when the same stock argument of ‘the wolf’ ‘the wolf’ is repeated year after 
year people are justified in being sceptical about them and cannot take them 
for granted. Really we are at'a loss to think where the cost of the police 
administration would lead us and whether it wil) not practically swallow all f ] 
increase of revenue in future. 


Last year we thought that all that the Government wanted to spend on 
the police had been provided for in the Budget, It cannot be said that the 
anarchical crimes have increased within. the Jast’ 12 months or that there 
have been new developments, necessitating the increase of expenditure on the 
police. We see an increase of expenditure in the police among others under 
the additional temporary posts for Intelligence Branch Rs. 1,04,308. Increase 
of the temporary posts for District Intelligence Staff Rs. 2,183,446. Where is 
the urgent necessity for spending Rs. 80,000 for construction of launches for 
river patrol arrangements in the Caleutta Police and a lakh of rupees for the 
construction of steam launches for the Riyer Police im Eastern Bengal ? 
Where again is the necessity, and this necessity must be of an urgent nature, 
to justify the expenditure of such a large amount of money as Rs: 6,756,000 
pivaied in the Budget inthis war time and all necessary improvements are 

eld over till the return of normal times for works in progress of: the Police 
Departement Pi crreectian ‘with the reorganisation of the Eastern Bengal 
Police. No se has been made out by Government for this increased 
expenditure on the head of ‘ Police.’ Then again Goyernment want to draw 
Rs. 2 lakhs the Bhowanipore Asylum on the ground that it is neces: 
sary to have! an Observation Hospital for lunaties in.or near Calcutta. 
Ifitis needed it canbe taken from the amount allotted for the Lunatic - 
Asylum at Ranchi, But I do not press for this item. . Have the Government _ 
ing future increases in revenue on all schemes 
of improvement? Have oyernment considered the possible demands 
of education and of sanj on the resources of the State m the near future — 
and their urgency and, e Government say, after a careful comparison of 
the peur claims of &iforent items of expenditure, that are justified in 





incurring such hea y and additional expenditure on the P i 





year Lpahaaet ve the oreni r the « ae : 
tioning without much Mutiny heavy it ex ure on a single depart- 
ment of the Sts ow ear and tine whether it does! not lead to a 


“ 


the’ vay ‘Sgponey and even 88 of efficienc 








‘THE CALCUTTA GAZBTTE, APRIL 17, 1918. 887 


t 














Resolutions. 


ms Mr. Crum. © 

in the Department ? Have the Government even considered: the fact that 
heavy expenditure “is not. synonymous with increased efficiency and that in 
many cases sitch a policy leads to abuse and relaxation of effort in future 
which cannot be got rid of under the law at present. My Lord, I am fully 
conscious that the non-official members of this Council have no vote in 
passing the Budget and the Executive Government is alone responsible for 
all expenses, but I think we should not be justified as representatives of the 
people in silently acquiescing without protest in'a policy which ‘practically 
mortgages. our future resources. 1 do not know what shape the promised 
reforms, will take, but with promises of responsible Government and also the 
necessity of ‘very large expenditure on education and sanitation in the near 
future Government can never be justified in drawing upon the balances for 
current expenditure, Cut your coat according to your cloth is a well known 
maxim. A depleted treasury and a heavy recurring liability is nota very 
pleasant state of things to contemplate.” i 


The Hon'ble Mr..Crom said :-— 
““My Lord, regarding this resolution, I feel that something more than a. 


mere vote is required to give expression to the feelings of the Ohamber of 
Commerce on the subject of police. When I: receiyed my papers two days. 
ago I found that out of 35 resolutions no. less than’22 proposed a reduction in. 
the Police Budget, and many of the primary parts of these resolutions met 
with considerable favour. from me, that is to say, as far as their primary 
portions were concerned,I felt that they were deserving in many cases (of 
consideration ; but when I considered that combined with these very ex- 
cellent résolutions there was a question of the reduction of the Police Budget, 
decided undoubtedly to vote against them. Inaturally tried to find whether 
| the Hon'ble Members. who moved. these resolutions put forward any 
} very cogent reasons for the reduction in the Police Budget and I have not been 
able to find any at all. The first reason put forward, and it was put forward 
by several Hon'ble Members, was that they wanted money and it would not 
matter very much if a little was taken out of the Police Budget. Well, the 
accumulated effect of all these,resolutions, before we come to this particular: 
one, amounted to Rs. 18 lakhs, so that it was really a very large sum which the: 
Hon'ble Members wanted to take out,of the Police Budget. 


-- The second reason put forward was that the ‘efficiency of the police was 
not commensurate with the expenilitute, That, my Lord, is a matter of 
opinion.” We non-officials do not know whether the expenditure on the police 

- jg commensurate—I think it'is—and there are other gentlemen who may not 
he of the sme opinion. Wo mist be guided inthis matter by Your Lordship 
in consultation with your official ‘advisers. Thevefore, for tl *9'reason, T con- 
sider that we cannot ey that argument in favour Mt the reduction 
jn the amount budgetted Tor the police. The ‘Hon'ble Mover of this resolution 
has asked for a wholesale reduction in the Police Budget, because, I under 
stand; there are goveral other deserving objects to which this sun may be 
devoted, and because the expenditure on the! police had been ‘so very large 
“during the last few years. My Lord, we, members of the Bengal Cliamber of 
Commerce, consider that the first duty of Government is to maintain an 
cient and able police force, and-we do not beige sthat the police can be 
‘ed'as ‘efficient as they should be expenditure. We also 
“believe that, in order to increase’ the efficiency police force, efforts 
should be made to get a better class of men into th force, to improge their 
“surroundings and to make them more contented ; in that case only will very 
tat of the undoubted police evils disappear, -> 


+ Finally, T would like to pay a tribute to thes HM) work which the’police 
have done during the, 3 or 4y yy, ‘ 
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mentioned this in speaking at Delhi last week, and. it is a subject which I 


would like to enlarge upon and to assure the police here that thoy have our 


entire support. My Lord, with regard to any motion which has as part of 
its proposition a reduction in the amount budgetted for the police, I should 
like to say that the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, will certainly vote against 
any such reduction.” 


The Hon'ble Dr. Howgt.s said :— 


“My Lord, Ido not quite sympathise with the attitude of my Bengali 
friends as I have seen it in this Council in regard to police affairs and the 
maintenance of the police in a state of real efficiency. With the previous 
speaker I take it that the first duty of the Government is to maintain law and 
order and the maintenance of the police force in a state of the most thorough 
efficiency is absolutely necessary for that purpose. Now how far the police 
force under present conditions has succeeded in helping the Government to 
realize the first purpose of its being may be doubiful and T cannot but feel 
that the attitude of so many in Bengal towards the police is to some extent 
responsible for this state of affairs. Tho police are so far as J can see 
largely recruited in the country and there is a feeling that they have mot 
the sympathy of their own people in carrying on their work. The result of 
‘this isin some cases really serious. Somo little time ago I was talking with 
a missionary friend who has been for more than thirty years’ in very close 
touch with village life of Bengal and he expressed tome the deliberate 
opinion that in the course of his experience he has come to hold the'view that 
it is practically impossible for a poor man to get justice donein Bengal. That 
is a very serions thing to say. But in the main I should say it is justified 
and justfied largely because of the corrupt methods in vogue in the police— 
specially in its lower ranks. Government may have and has the very best 
intentions for maintaining law and order, but it is manifestly dependent 
upon the efficiency of the lower ranks of the police as well as the higher 
ranks if it is’ to carry out the object it has in view. I do not understand 
how my Bengali friends complain of the corruption and wrong methods 
of the police foree and yet at eyery turn object to money being spent on 
the police, It seems to me that if we are to maintain law and order ina 
thorough way, a further and. continuous expenditure on the police force is 
absolutely necessary otherwise Government has no right to continue its exis- 
tence and I trust that my Bengali friends will realize that if they are to have 
a really efficient police force they must give them more sympathy than they 
do at present. The police force Sees are the pride. of London and_ why ? 
Because the people of London give them every sympathy and help and there 
is a real co-operation between the police and’ tlie as He I should like to 
‘see that spirit gof co-operation between the people and the police in Bengal— 
4 real desire, wAgn a crime is committed not. to keep it away from the police, 
a real desire for its thorough detection and:punishmént. - It is only when that 
Spirit enters into the people of Bengal and when they are ready to co-operate 
with thir own countrymen and with the Government in deteeting and punish- 
ing crimes and when the police force feel they.are to help and not oppress 
the poople it is then that we will have a olice force here like that of London. 
The police will thon become the pride of Bengal... The police force of a country 
must be very largely dependggt on the ideas in vogue, regarding the police 
in that country. The py will notin themselves be higher in ideals and 
in methods than, the id methods which the Mien of the country 
Bical regarding whatNiie police force ought to be,” i 
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sphere of war. From such nows of the war as is vouchsafed to us by 
Reuter we are now all familiar with the daily raids which happen dyer a 
period of time; they are small things individually, but they continue. for 
some weeks, until we wake up one morning to find that the attack in force 
has taken place. There is some analogy between these telegrams and the 
course of this debate. Yesterday and earlier to-day we have had the minor 
but incessant raids, taking various forms and delivered in various places, but 
mostly checked before they reached the financial trenches by the barrage put 
up by the’ various Departments in’ whose favour expenditure on the police 
was sought to be reduced. Now we come to the attack in force which, if it 
does not annihilate the object assailed would, if successful, at any rate have 
very serious ‘results on its efficiency. 





“The first reason adduced for the acceptance of the resolution, Sir, as T 


understand the Hon'ble Mover, is a financial one—that we aro going ahead too . 


fast having regard to the financial situation, and therefore on grounds of 
economy and pradenée should curtail our expenditure generally, especially in 
view (of the large sum by which our expenditure for the year excoeds our 
iticome.. ‘As regards this, I would .only say that the prudential motives for 
husbanding our financial resources at’ the present moment are mainly based 
upon considerations of Imperial finance. These have been explained on 
various occasions by the Hon'ble Sir William Meyer,‘and it’ would be inappro- 
priate to go into them here. If, therefore, we haye received the sanction of 
the Government of India to our Budget, I think that we may fairly take it 
that the Government which is primarily interested in. the accumulation of 
thé provincial balances is, on its part, satisfied that our needs justify the step 
We propose to take in incurring expenditure from them. Although we have 
excdeded our income by a considerable sum, I would farther draw the atten- 
tion of the Council.to the fact that we anticipate to close this year with a 
balance of Rs. 3,37,32,000, out of which Rs. 81 lakhs is a free balance, not 
earmarked for particular purposes. Considering that. our presvribed minimum 
provincial balance is Rs. 20 lakhs, I think we tay reasonably say that, as a 
province, we are in a sound financial position. So: much for the general 
» financial question, 






















“Coming to the particular matter of the police, the argument, as the 
Hon'ble Mr. Crum has said, falls under two heads ; first, that our expenditure 
onthe police is very large and is growing at a most undesirable rate ; and 
‘secondly, that there are very many other deserving objects in the provinca to 
which our funds should’ be devoted. It is undeniable that there are a 
thousand things which we would like to see done if, we had money ; but as 
regards the contention that it is only ‘the expenditure on the police which 
is going-up by leaps and bounds; while everything else is unpflly retarded, I 
would like to call the attention of the Council to a few figtres which show 
that on many of the moré popular’ Departments expenditure in recent years 
has equally: gone up very ‘rapidly. Taking the figures for the two years 
1912-13 (actuals) and for 1918-19 (Budget) as given in the papers which 
have been distributed to Hon'ble Members, we find that within that interval 
. the charges under the head of * Education’ have risen from.Rs. 73} lakhs to 

Rs. 108 lakhs. The expenditure undér the head of ‘Medical’ in 1912-13 was 
Rs. 224 lakhs ; it is nearly’ Rs, 27 lakhs for 191 hs cost of Sanitation was 









I chs in 1912-13, it is now L1f. Agricult ‘hich accounted for Rs. 74 
lakhs in 1912, now totals Rs. 14 lakhs.” Thereforal does not prove that the 
expenditure on police is excessive merely because it Nas been going up rapidly. 

~ There are other Departments, as to the utility of oy h rad “is ile. 

: ‘of opinion, towards which , ‘an over-increas 
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in Eastern Bengal, in the matter, for instance, of equipment and buildings, 
agree that it is below the level of, I would not say comfort, but efficiency, and 
wo are now trying to make these and other deficiencies good. — Illustrations 
of, the fact'ean be drawn from the particular items to which the Hon’ble Member 
has drawn attention, and I will briefly explain their character, but I do not 
propose to expand upon the general merits or demerits of the police. I think 
the work of the Department would proceed more efficiently and. smoothly if 
it was recognised both by this Council and by, the public that the sole desire 
of Government is to see that the work entrusted to the police is done honestly 
and efficiently, and this, too, is the sole desire of the superior officers of the 
force ; it is with that desire only that we make proposals for inereased 
expenditure. We believe we have done much to, attain-that object, and 
although much still remains to be done, we shall. persevere and progress © 
steadily towards that end. 


“Purning to these particular schemes I would point out that the Hon'ble 
Member has by inadvertence made one or two errors. In the first place his 
opening itom of one laich is really included in his item no. 15 of Rs. 1;48,596. 
Secondly, his item nos. § and 5, ¢.c.. the amounts of Rs. 80,000.and Rs. 79,996, 
are similarly included in item no, 11 for Rs. 1,26,765. The Hon’ble Member 
has duplicated the items by a mistake which | can explain to him personally 
later. 3 


‘As regards the first item, which is really part of the total of Rs. 1,48,596, 
this concerns a very old scheme. The urgent need of ‘the better policing of 
the large ‘rivers of Eastern Bengal and Assam was emphasised by the Police 
Commission as far ago as 1904, and if’this can be ensured it is. obviously a 
matter by which the people of Kastern Bengal will benefit. The frequent 
incidents which are reported in the papers ‘show that the outlying reaches 
of these large yivers are largely at the mercy of dacoits.’ The late Govern- 
ment of Eastern Béngal and Assam elaborated a scheme in 1910 at a capital 
cost of Rs. 11,24,000 and recurring cost of Rs. 4,48,000. The heavy capital 
items were for headquarters, floating thanas and launches, with recurring 
charges for establishments and-cost of ranning the boats. The outlay is neces- | 
sitated by the circumstances of the country which distinguish it from other 
rts of the province. The proposal was sanctioned by the Government, of 
after some curtailment, in 1911, and they promised and gave Rs. 10,38,000 
non-recurring and Rs. 3,60,000 recurring. The Council will therefore 
see that to that extent money was actually given to us for this particular 
object. Since then, the late’ Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam and 
the present Government, have gradually been trying to introduce these 
reforms. The. very slow. progress made attracted the unfavourable attention 
both of the vee of India and’ of ‘the Seeretary of State; so instead 





















of undue extravagance, wevhave been accused in higher quarters of undue 
delay. But the difficulties are great, especially at the present moment ; they 
are de partly to the want of funds and partly to the inability of the dockyard 
authorities to construct laanches, which are in urgent demand for military 
purposes. Even, at the present: moment, it will be observed that werare not 
now giving the Inspector-General all for which he asks, and-he will only, get 
Rs, 1 lakh non-recurring against Rs. 2,38,000 wanted. asain seah 
“I dealt with items d 7 yesterday in connection with another 
lution, and I do not rep wat tien te Speen si ‘ 
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pasgeapoe.d hie recommendations proposals were framed in consultation with the 

cers, and the. whole scheme contemplates the provision of six launches 

with the necessary boat establishments. The net ultimate extra cost 

~ jnyolyed is Rs. 49,368 recurring and. Rs. 2,69,951, non-recurring. Of this 
amount, we have already incurred certain expenditure during 1916-17 and 
1917-18. and the provision in the Budget is therefore, in respoct of a pro- 
ject. to which effect is already being given, and it cannot be eliminated. It is 
a reasonable proposal designed to maintain the efficiency of our Customs 
arrangement. 


“As regards the Bhowanipur Asylam T gather that the Hon'ble Mover 


withdraws his opposition to it, and I-will not discuss it at length although the. 
expenditure can easily be justified. 





“Phe next item is for temporary boat establishments. ‘This small provi- 
sion (Rs. 5,193) isan old scheme and has been pending since 1914. In 1913,* 
the temporary boat establishments "were revised in Eastern Bengal and 
Assam, This was never done in Western Bengal. In 1914, proposals were 
made by the Inspector-General of Police consequent on the rise in the ,wages 
of laborr and the rates of boat hire, and the necessity for more boats and for 
their retention for longer periods. It is in consequence of the existence of 
go many rivers in Bengal that it has been found necessary to. maintain a large 
number of boats for the efficient working of the police. 


“Phe next item is for hire of launches, and Rs. 27,600 has been provided 
on this account, owing to the fact that since the war many of our launches 
have been requisitioned by the military ‘authorities and sent to Mesopotamia, 
_ with the result that they have ltad'to be replaced by hired vessels. We are 
glad to be able to help the military authorities, and: I suppose we shall get 
‘pack the money in some form or other, when the military authorities pay us 
for the boats they have taken from us. ? 










“We come néxt to the item touching the inerease in the pay of the 
stables of the Calcutta Police. At present, these men draw Rs. 11, Rs. 12, 
| Rs. 13 and Rs..14, after varying periods of service. ‘Their pay was last revised 

jn 1914. Subsequent enhancements in the cost of living have shown that 

these rates are inadequate to produce recruits, and last. year we were, at one 
time, faced with a deficiency in the force of 5 to 600 men ; ina large city of 
-the importance of Calcutta. where the property interests. at stake are 80 
‘enormous, ‘this is obviously a great danger. Necessarily, then, we considered 
‘how recruitment could be revived, and we examined various expedients, 
amongst them the payment of a war bonus. We came to the conclusion, 
‘however, that as the conditions were really of a permanent character, singe 
once we inereased the rates of pay we ‘could never go bag to-the old scale 
after the war, it was best to give an all round increase of Rs#2 per mensem at 
‘The different stages, the cbst of which is estimated approximately at Re. 1 lakh 
“per annum. Even al that, I think it can scarcely be said that the constables 
lave been given an excessive living wage. 
Be ‘The nex item of Rs, 1,30,759 is for the raising of the proportion of the 
ordinary reserve of head-constables and constables. It is merely a provision 


for an obvious ineident in the working of the Dgpartment ; that is to say, we 
have always ‘a number 6f-men ill, in. the “ey districts especially, a 

























certain number under training and a certain ni ‘on leave, and for these 
it provision, ‘The matter was dealt hi by the Police Commis- 
on @ proportion of the reserve at 15 per cent. ofthe strength. 
ieee be i pia ‘of their calculations ys: not very satisfactory, 
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reports. In 191%,'a scherfle of revision was prepared, and we classified the 
districts ona more scientific basis according to their relative degrees of unheal- 
thiness. Subsequently this has béen scrutinised at considerable length, and 
we have finally submitted proposals to the Government of India Brouping 
districts in three classes, in the highest of which the reserve should be 
25 per cent. and in the lowest 21. ‘The Police Commission, basing their 
conclusions on the circumstances affecting India as a whole, had never given 
Sufficient weight to the unhealthiness of many districts which now form part 
of Bengal. The réform is estimated to involve a recurring expenditure of 
Rs. 3,47;840 per annum, and a non-recurring expenditure of Rs. 64,715, 
excluding buildings. : 


The next item is for the regrading of sub-inspectors and head-constables 
which amounts to Rs. 60,308. ‘This was mentioned yesterday in connection 
with a resolution, with the criticism that we were hurrying on this matter to 
the prejudice of oiher things which were equally’ urgent. I would’ only 
represent that this reform dates back to 1905. It was recognised and admit- 
ted at the time that the rates of pay of head-constables and sub-inspectors 
were inadequate and a better scale was laid down, but it could not be given 
effect to in full for financial reasons, This provision is merely in) pursuance 
of that very ancient scheme, 


“The next item is a proposal to raise the pay of head constables which 
accounts for Rs, 54,114, and relates to a grade about which every province has 


in recent years experienced considerable, difficulty. It. is probably in respect 


of this class that, the, recommendations of the Police Commissioner were 
east satisfactory, among many other useful recommendations. which , they 
made in other respects ; and, as I have said, every province has been obliged! 
to look further into this matter. The recommendations of the Police: Commis- 
sion wore to'fix the grades of head-constables at Rs. 15, Rs. 20 and Rs. 25. 
Unfortunately, the Government. of India, in considering the proposals, 
did not even give what the Police Commissioner recommended, but in 1914 
sanctioned. Rs. 17-8, Rs, 20..and Rs. 22-8. The Inspector-General. of 
Police has now come up with a long report, pointing out that we shall have 
to go higher still, and 1 think that there is prémd facie justification for his 
proposals. Ho has further pdinted out that our maximum of Rs, 22-8. is 
lower than that: of Madras, Bombay, the Unived Provinees and Behar and 
Orissa, the maximum ‘in Bombay being Rs. 35. , If these provinces have 
found it necessary to increase their rates of pay, it is obvious that in Bengal, 
with its high cost of living. the necessity for raising thé maximum is. still 
greater. y iy 


“Twill nogy refer toa loss controversial matter regarding the Secret fa 
Press. Hon aka, ‘the scheme is an old. one, apa is air HS 
same point at which I left it when I was transferred from the province 
in 1912, In 1909, a committee sat, of which I had the honour of being a 









member, and which pointed out the need of better press accommodati 
In 1912, we thought that we wore almost getting a moye on, the i . being 
to remove the press to the old Board of Revenue office at Bank: Street 
which then fell vacant. The removal of the Government of India turned 
the question into other ch Is as it was thought that we might be able 
make use of some of aie Unfortunately wo could not get the 
‘buildings we hoped for. etory expedient was eventually adopted 
of placing a part of the unsuitable banhasgmeet 
the, Sealdah Station, which -mad r/ tous by the» Kas 
Bongal Railway... T d ision diffi 
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work by having these two buildings in close proximity ; and we made this 
small provision in the hope of getting on with the preparation of the site. 
The future demands on the Secrotariat Press are not likely to decrease and 
in fact will probably increase. * Merely to take one possibility, that of having 
tote frequent, meetings of Council in future, it is qgvious that the demands 
on the press would thereby increase very much. It 1 only common prudence 
to take the necessary steps to moet them in advance. 


“1 trost, Sir, that Ihave justified in brief outline these entries in the 
Budget and have ‘established to the satisfaction of the Council that in making 
these, provisions we can scarcely be accused of prodigality.”’ 


The Hon'ble Maviyt Anun Kase said :— 


“My Lord, after the speeches that have been delivered on this resolution, 
I think we shall be failing in our duty if wo are only to give a silent vote 
‘on it. I rise to-day simply to say that although we support the resolution 
moved by my hon’ble friend, Babu Surendra Nath Ray, still we want to 
assure Your Excellency’s Government that wo are as anxious as anybody 
else; if not more, to havean efficient, strong and popular Police in this country. 
We have been told that the- London police is the pride of London and we 
wish we could say the samo of the Indian'police. If the police is not popular 
in this country, my Lord, the fault certainly does not lie with my country- 
men; the police must be to some extent, responsible for their unpopularity. 
Tf there is nO co-operation between the police and the people in this country, 
I cannot help feeling, my Lord, that the police must: be held responsible for 
that want of co-operation, for, why should not the people co-operate with those 
who protect their lives and property from being endangered by criminals? 
Tt is cortainly strange that the very’ people. whose lives, are threatened 
and whose properties are destroyed or stolen are the people who do not 
¢o-operate with tho police who exist inthis country for their protection. 
Who gains by this? Certainly not the people of this country. Our griev- 
ance is not that more money should not be spent on the police, but that we 
should see that the money is not mis-spent: No doubt this year also ‘a good 
deal of eloquence’, of indifferent eloquence has been expended during these 
few days. But, my Lord, | want to impress apon Your Excellency’s Council 
that we all reprosenting various interests in this Council—some representing 
\ Municipalities, some District Boards, others again special electorates coming 
from different parts of the presidency—we allagree in thinking that the ex- 
nditure on the police is extravagant and ought to be curtailed. There must 
‘some cogent-reasons for this. This is nob the first time that we aro entering 
our protest—we did it last year and this year also we have to represent it again 
and wo hope and-trust ‘that whatever may be the fate of the resolution, at 
any ‘rate’ we have maile it clear that there is a.good iyo inquiry into 
the matter—a careful inquiry about the working and the @tficiency of the 
Police Department. My Lord, we, the real people, are afraid even tol 
complaints before the police when there is a theft in the house or in the 
because the presence of the police in an outlying part of the district is 
considered as a visitation. ‘Those who have any experience of the rural areas 
will : "with me in this statement of mine. The other day I had the honour 
‘of being one of a party who went to investigate cases of alleged police oppres- 
“sion in connection with tho looting ‘of hats. Wy@mggeve told that in a certain 
district an inquiry was held by a Magistrate w no eases of oppression, 
i other inquiry he found 
it necessary. kovsubiiout vaste police officers att prosecutions against 
~ them; But before the non-official agency was th; 


no ease was found 
he district reached us 
police and some’ of us 


the spot. I hope, 
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however, that this extra expenditure will make the. police more. efficient and 


more popular with my countrymen.” 


The Hon’ble Mavtyi Fazu-vi Hag said :— 


“My Lord, I must fist apologise for my late appearance in Couiieil to-day, 
but at the same time I consider it somewhat fortunate that I dropped in at an 
opportune moment and have got an opportunity of saying a few words with 
reference to a resolution which raises a question of some importance not 
inerely tothe Government but also to the people of this country: ‘ 


My Lord, I may at once begin by saying that the expenditure of eloquence 
on the budget allotment on the police will this year be of a somewhat 
aggravated character as compared with that expenditure in the past. Or to 
put it briefly, we shall try to keep pace with the increased expenditure shown 
by Government in the budget allotment as compared with previous years. 
HF tisces who are responsible for running the department, if those who are 
responsible for framing the budget, want to cut down ‘non-official eloquence 
on this point, my advice to them is that they should also try to cut down 
a little of the wasteful expenditure on this particular department of 
Government. I have already committed myself by saying wasteful ex< 

mditure, but I hope I shall be able to make good the charge even at this 
Tate hour of the day. I dropped in at atime when Dr. Howells was speaking, 
and I heard him appealing to the Bengali Members of this Council to show 
a little sympathy for this départment, ‘if we are all agreed that this depart- 
ment should be honest, ‘upright and efficient. I ‘will only say that we are 
prepared to show our sympathy, and sympathy in an abundant measure, 
but we also’stipulate that while we are prepared to extend a ‘little more 
of our sympathy, Government should also discontinue showing unmerited 
sympathy so far us this particular department is concerned. I have often 
wondered how it is, 80 far as the Police Department is concerned, that 
the people and the Government are almost invariably ranged against each 
other ; the more Government wants to justify expend.ture on the police, 
the more Government want to justify the action of the police, the more 
Government want to whitewash the acts of the police, the greater seoms to 
be'the persistent and popular outcry that the expenditure on the police i¢ 
wasteful, and that‘the sympathy which the Government is showing is abso- 
lately misplaced. Is there in any country a parallel to what we find in India, 
where the divergence of Government and popular views sometimes amounts to 
a positive scandal? The fact cannot be ignored that it is not against the 
European members ‘of the police ‘that the public raise their voice; the fact 
cannot bé ignored that we do not mean the European Superintendents °or 
Assistant Superintendents when we say that the police are corrupi—we mean 
the constables§»he head-constables, the sub-inspectors and sometimes even 
the inspectors Bat nothing beyond that. Everybody knows that this class . 
of public officers comprises wholly Indians and nobody else. How is it, 
My Lord, that we, holding responsible positions in this country, raise our 
voice against our own countrymen ? How is it. that. we do not say anything 
against the European members of this force, but when the sub-inspectors 
or inspectors are concerned, we do not hesitate to say that these men must be 
presumed to ‘be corrupt unless and until ivyis shown that they are honest. 


As a matter of fact i : oe incredible to hear that a police officer is 





honest. Tf anybody su a sub-inspector is said to be honest at-present,, 
he is considered someth: ‘ va 
to the general rule, H. 
here without a paral 
mit for the conside: 

re ; but: which, 
things. In my 


8 prodigy. He is considered as an 

is it, My Lord,-that such a state of things. 
in any other part of the world? I think abe 
of your Excellency poe ies samira 








0 a great explain ; 
fiat the police is ill-paid may be a reason, b 

















t vaicy., Was it notvalso the duty of Goxext fmt to hold the enquiry 
oi : its of the Police Department ; y the action of 
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the real reason why the police are corrupt lies in the fact that.tothem is extend- 
ed a sympathy which is sometimes unmerited and often misplaced, and which 
in’ almost all cases is inexcusable. Almost every one of us as a father of 
children has to deal with our-own household and we know how it is that 
children are spoilt. I do not know what the custom is in.Europe, but in 
India the children are spoilt by the excessive zeal on the part of parents 
showing them undue favour‘and not punishing them when they deserve it. 
This unmerited favour, undeserved sympathy and want of punishment is 
indeed the reason why children get spoilt. Indeed, what are there police officers 
under this ‘system of administration—they are the spoilt children of Goyern- ° 
ment. - 


I may quote some facts and figures ; Sometime after these hat-looting 
disturbances took place we had been hearing reports from almost all parts 
of the Presidency of oppressions by the police, we have been hearing that 
the police had been arresting villagers and bad been releasing some _ of 
them after taking money, and had been committing all sorts of oppression. 
These are the kinds of complaints we always hear against the police. 
We did not at first believe them, but when the reports became persistent 
and report after report began to come in, we thought it our duty to hold 
some sort of enquiry to find out the true facts, and to place those facts before 
the Goyernment. My friend, the Hon’ble Manlvi Abul Kasem and I went over 
to Noakhali and the Hon'ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhury to Rangpur. 
We went to see tho District Magistrate—the District Magistrate is an 
European whom 1 happened to know before, and I knew also that if I 
could make outa good case he. was not the man. to shirk his duty. but 
would bring the offenders to justice. At first when we went and told 
him what had happened he would not believe me. He said ‘TI am the 
District. Magistrate, if, there was anything in the district I certainly 
would have known it. How is it that you gentlemen who came from 
Calcutta’ know what I do not know.’ I told him what had happened 
and also why it is that the Magistrate knows little of these things. 
Ii is because tho District Magistrate seems always to be surrounded with a 
majesty of authority. To get to him one has to overcome several chaprasis 
ate lot of mastifs and grey hounds, and that was the reason probably 
why people could not approach the District Magistrate. He listened to us 
very. sympathetically and he- promised that he would hold some enquiry 

royided I could give some specific instances. My friend, Maulvi Abul 
cet took the statements of about 20 persons and we told these people 
that if these statements were not borne out on enquiry they would be prosecu- 
ted under sections 182 and 211. ‘They took the risk of that prosecution. The 


* result was the District Magistrate went into the locality and as soon as he 
- found that these allegations were specific, he held enquiries ith the result 


that he has prosecuted 2 constables, 5 head-constables, 10 @haukidars and: 
half-a-dozen daffadars ant also 3 sub-inspectors. fr 
_. Similarly we heard complaints from Rangpur. My friend, Mr, Asraf Ali, 
Khan ry, recorded some statements. and he submitted them to the 
‘strate there. Somehow or, other nothing has yet been done 
wing regard to the’ fact that these statements are definite 
allegations, I gave notice of 0’ resolution, requesting the appointment of a 
committee to enquire into those allegations. tunately I was unable 
tobe" ‘that day and* my friend Maul bul Kasen: moved that + 
x : on my behalf, but the resolution accepted. I put "this 
“without prevarieation to Sir Henery x: Was it not the 

‘the Government to accept that resolui “without comment ? 

an’ enquiry and we wanted some rg hsible officer to ‘hold 
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the police and to show thar tlie allegations that we made. were cunjustifiable ?— 
‘The attitude however taken by the Government was this ; as soon as the «notice 
of that resolution was given instead of looking: into the fact whether those” 
allegations were well-founded or not: Government took up an attitude. of 
definite obstruction and constituted themselves guardians ‘or trustees for - 
the police, I submit that this is not the right attitude to take up and the * 
result» of this ‘is that the police think that they may commit oppression in the, 
villages, even though their action may be challenged’in the Legislative Couneil 
im the presence of one Excellency | They get’an idia that’ they. are safe so 
long as they can get the Superintendent of Police duped, and so long as they 
ean convince the District Magistrate that they are doing nothing wrong, they. 
ean do whatever they like and there is no earthly power to challenge their 
actions. I, therefore, -think that Government unnecessarily shows sympathy 
whore sympathy is inadvisable and often misplaced. Secondly, My Lord, we 
are told there are very many undesirable things, with regard to police admi- 
nistrations and Sir Henry Wheeler, has told us that very many of these 
undesirable things will disappear if only we had the money. I submit that” 
better pay may obviate some of the difficulties of the present day, but it 
will not get over all the difficultjes, nor would a. mere increase of pay a 
render the police officer more honest. I will cite, My Lord, one, instance 
of a personal character. I have got two houses in Caleutta—one in which 
T hold my office and the other in which my family lives. One member of 
my family fell ill and.I sent my seryant to fetch mo some money from my 
office in order to pay the doctor, ‘The man went. running breathlessly , 
because he knew the necessity, was urgent. He was challenged by a Yj 
constable ; he told the constable that he was my servant and his partictlar 
purpose, still the constable accompanied him, came to my clerk to verify 
his statatement, but inspite of that the servant was dragged to the 
thana and kept confined till the next morning. I complained about that 
constable to a sub-inspector but T found that he was not particularly 
ropared to prosecute or to punish him because it was a trifling mattor. As \ 
Vad not want to create a scandal I did not carry ‘the matter further. I 
ask you if that constable who behaved towards my servant in that way would 
bea better officer if he was paid Rs. 25 a month instead of Rs. 12, certainly 
not,. The reason is this; the constable knows that whatever he may do, 
if he can only get the dara ‘saki® to back him, le can defy the whole 
world and with impunity. Lastly, there is another reason why the police 
are corrupt and continue to be corrupt. I do not hesitate to say that 
the practice of declining to hold enquiries even when Government. hayo 
been cognisant of the fact that these people are corrupt, Mr, Beatson Bell 
knows more than anybody else that in the distriet of Bakarganj a police 
officer is requi to keep a hired boat throughout the y tis essentia 
scaren dist, ek $n0 a police officer bet f s not k cd cannot do° 
is touring. sub-inspector gets some Rs. 50 or 60 as boat al lowance on an 
averdge but he has to pay for eae hire Rs. 60 ho eens is ‘he usual hares 
for a kosh boat. Therefore the amount, he gets from Government as all 
ance is not sufficiont to keep & and he has got to pay for sige ngs: 
besides. But every body kno’ ‘a polive ‘in Bakarganj ‘lives in a 
‘style which is not possible for a who draws : 
is that'a police officer can live be; i , 
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Resolutions. 
Babu Surendra Nath Ray ; Maulvi Abul Kasem. 


he has asked mo a direct qnestion on one point, may I shortly answer it, 
‘especially as, not having been present iat the meeting to which he refers, he 
has given the: Gouncil an account of what took place, which, I submit, would 
ecognised by’ all those who were here as eutirely misleailing. I gather 
takes exception to our -attitude towards a recent resolution regarding 
ting cases on the ground that we fefusedan enquity. ‘The whole force 
of the argument which I then placed before the ‘Council, was that ‘the moment 
wWe heard’ of'these allegations we directed our officers to make enquiries ; 
enquiries wore in fact made in all districts in which specific charges had been 
brought, and Whenever there were reasons to believe that police officers had 
been guilty of miscondact they were prosecuted and punished. This fact is 
entirely inconsistert ‘with the Hon'ble Member’s reference to the police as 
“spoilt children’ of Government.” , 












‘Tho Ho'nble Banu Surenpra Nats Ray said -— 


“My Lord, I wish to say only a few words in reply. There is a general 
impression that my resolution seeks to curtail expenditure: on police, Asa 
matter of fact what 1 meant to say is this : for the last five yoars there has 
been an increase under the head ‘Police’ by about ten or twelve lakhs. 
Again this year we find that it has increased by, fifteen to sixteen lakhs, 
have already told the Council that this increase is not justified because there 
has been law and order in tho land for the last twelve months. Where 
is the perry for an increased expenditure: by’ nearly fifteen lakhs again 

* this year? , Why go on increasing the expenditure under. this head—some 
recurring and some non-recarting ? If there was disorder in the land, 1 would 
‘ave been the first to support this heavy expenditure ;. but I do not find any 
ecessity for it now. There must bo-a limit to everything—limit even, to 
expenditure by Government on the police. But mstead of that they are going 
on increasing the expenditure every year. If a good portion of the Government 
income is gomg to be spent on the police, I am afraid very little will be lett 
for other necessary expenditure. Let us be told once for all where you are 
‘going to put the Tiait—what is going to be the total expenditure on police, 80 > 









that we shall know where we stand, This is all I have to say in reply.’ 
~The resolution was then put and lost. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XXV. 


The Hon'ble Mauuyi Aput Kasra moved the following Resolution :— 
‘This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 
(a) a sum of Rs. 1,50,000'be provided for the establishment of hostels 
for Muhammadan students outside Caleutia and Dacea ; and 
(0) the sum be met out of the funds provided for the gpnstruction of 
steam.launches for the River Police in Eastern #engal (1 lakh) 
and for Rivet patrol in the Caleutta Police (Rs. 50,000). 


He said—, 1°) ? hy x 

/ “My Lord, the want of hostels for Mubtammadantgoys has been felt for’a 
very long time, and it was my privilege; and T may add my misfortune. to move 
‘@ similar resolution in this Council’ on! previous oceasions during the 
discussion of the Financial Statement: and Lam d that this year also e 
fin moving'it with no better hopes of suecoss. ‘is resolution I ask for 
hostels for ‘Muhammadan students not only | n to represent a 
Muhammadan constituency, but because T feel that 10° jeed to the general 
interest of the country that Muhammadau education Id advance andpro- 
gress at a more rapid tate than it has done in the pas is doing at present. » 

seo mafen trent e 
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Resolutions. 
Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 


Muhammadans are said to be handicapped and a dead weight, in the progress 
of the country at large for want of education. Whenever. we. ask, for better 
representation on Local-Self Government bodies, or vepresentative institutions, 
or assemblies, or in the public service we are gonorally told.,sometimos in a 
patronising way that the Muhammadans should educate themsolves better 
before they could claim better rights and privileges, We now, ask for, better 
opportunities for educating ourselves and for the progress of education. I at 
any rate oxpect the sympathy of Goyernment and* the Department of Educa- 
tion. Ido not care from what allotment the fund is to be provided. “We haye 
said enough and more than enough on the expenditure on police, and every- 


body ha’ tried to draw out of. the police fund. and the allotment for tho: 


inancial Statement we have found that these two items-only are likely to 
be available for more urgent schemes. My Lord, everywhere the officers of 
the'department go on inspection, they have felt that the want of a hostel for 


paseriicn of Mymensingh and Midnapore, simply because by a study of the 
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Muhammadan boys is very keenly felt and that a hostel is demanded eyery- | 


where by the people of the locality. We were told yostorday by the Hon'ble 
Member-in-charge of education that it would not be reasonable t) have a 
Muhammadan College at the present moment, when the University Commission 
was sitting, and I therefore ask that the Government may be pleased to 
provide funds for the establishment of n Muhammadan hostel outside Caloutta 
and Dacea, as besides Calcutta and Dacca the other districts are not likely 
tobe affected by the’results of the University Commission whatever form these 
recommendations may take. I am afraid there is-very little chance of this 





resolution being either accepted or carried, and I am only moving it in the hope 


that it will meet with a sympathetic consideration of the Department and th 
attempts at any rate will be made to provide for the establishment of hostel 


in the noxt year's budget. With these few words I beg to move the resolution | 


which stands in my name. 


* 
The Hon'ble Mr. Asurar Aut Kuan Onavpnurr said :— 


My Lord, I rise to support the resolution moved by my friend, the 
Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem, in the hope that even if the resolution be 
not accepted in full, it will receive a sympathetic treatment. It might’not. be 
accepted as regards as the amount asked for—but a lesser amount may be 
provided. We haveivery reasonable ground foraskingthis ? Now that.we are 
not going to have a Muhammadan Arts Uollege in Caleutla, the students are 
bound to remain in the districts where there. are colleges but, no. Hostels, 
In the districts the students do not hire houses and mess togethor but they are 
obliged to apply the charitably inclined gentlemen of the locality for. ‘their 
accommodation. We do find in some districts that the people are trying to 
raise furds for the erection of hostels, but they fail to realise a large amount 
because the @luhammadans are generally yery poor. In the district of 
Rajshahi, wheX I come from, there was a Muhammadan hostel only for college 
students, In 1905 when Sir Bampfylde Fuller weit to inspect the Rajshabi 
College the Muhammadan community prayed for a Mahammadan hostel and 
the first question he asked was whether we would be able to fill it up. I may 
tell the Couneil that agyroon as thé hostel was built it was filled up—there was 
accommodation only for 125 students. This resolution may be opposed. by 
Government on the ground that if we build hostels in districts they might not 


be mnough students to em ap. What I would ask them todo js) not to 
build big hostels in eve) trict but to build small hostels to accommodate, 
” say,/some 12 students, then if we find that there are more students seek- 


ing accommodation 


tela we might extend the building. We might also 
e charitable 


to subscribe to. the building, fund. Another reason 
Government is that funds are not available. J would 
sible to.give us much give us something. I do not 


SC 










i 
which might be u 
only say that if it is 
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Resolutions. 


Mr. Wordsworth. 
scare from what head the money may be deducted, but what T ask for is that 
dess argent schemes should give place to more urgent ones, as this resolution 
sasks for an urgent need to be supplied funds may be provided from less 
vargent schemes. 


The Hon'ble Mx. Woxvswortn said :— 


“My Lerd, I think it will satisfy the Hon'ble Members who have moved 
sand spoken on this resolution, if 1 state briefly what has been done recently 
sand what we intend or hope to do in tho immediate future, The resolution 
‘Mos. XXV and XXVI deal with the same subject but with a territorial 
division. The Hon'ble Members in charge of these resolutions do not mean . 
sto Suggest that Government has a different policy for the mufassal and for 
‘the twe capital towns, and it will bo convenient, if, in my brief survey, I deal 
with the matter as relating to the whole province. Théreis this difference in 
sour attitude, though not in policy, towards schemes for the mufassal and for 

«aleutta, that we have always been and always shall be ready to recognise 
ithe special urgency of difficulties in Calcutta, because of the concentration of 
-atudents in Calcutta. We have recognised this in the last three years, and 
tthedigures that I have collected are these :— 


In 1915-16, we spont Rs. 2,64,000, on the three Muhammadan hostels 
—the Baker, the ‘Taylor and the Carmichaol hostels. 

In 1915-16, we spant Rs. 1,27,009, on the Baker and Carmichael 
Hostels. # x 

fm 1917-18, we spont Rs. 41,000, on the Baker and Carmichael 
Hostels. 


Whis, so far as we have information, has mot the requirements of Muhammadan 
students in Calcutta for the time being; at least no representation has been 
made to the Director of Public Instruction as to any further needs of the 
«community in this direction, and as a member of the Syndicate and as one 
who has every opportunity of being cognizant with the work of the Univorsi- 
tty, 1 am ablo to state that no representation has been made to the University, 
which is primarily interested in hostels for colleges. Another small piece of 
sevidence I may mention in this connection. Somo years ago there was a 
Muhammadan mess attachod to thie Presidency College, but that moss has not 
sexisted during the tWo years that I have bsen Principal of that College, and 
“no représentation was male to me during this time of the desirability of pro- 
sviding additional accommodation for Muhammadan students of the College. 
salthough we have on the Govorning Boly a very prominent Muhammadan 
gentleman who is well acquainted with and competent to speak for the needs 
sof his community. I think, therefore, we may take it that the urgent and 
Gmmediate needs of the commanity have boon satisfied. In yggard to Caloutta 
‘these ¢hree Muhammadan Hostels accommodate— - 
Taylor Hostel 
Baker Hostel 
Carmichael Hostel 


13 
84 








 waaking in all 457 studonts. In the mufassal, we have spont in the same 
Lisi, Ra. 


Saag 1915-16 en 4,000 
le 1916-17) nas 6000 
200 | IOUT Sf “ESB 4/000 

4 £ : 

not tha same concen- 
er and buildings less 








“Phe difference in figitres is due to tho fact that thong 
‘tration in the mufassal centres, that. hostels are 
@xpensive. 3 
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ae Resolutions. — 


Maulvi Abul Kasem. 


The whole policy. of Goyernment.- in this matter, was reviewed recently 
and in the Government resolution of the 3rd’ August, 1916, the Muhammadan 
community were addressed in these terms :— “ 

© As regards hostel accommodation, His Exoellency desires that Mubam~ 
madans should be in as favourable a position, and have the same facilities, 
as Hindus, and he therefore accepts the principle that Government should es~ 
tablish hostels for Muhammadan students in Government high’schools, where” 
their number is sufficient to call for separate acc mmodation, This, however, 
js entirely a question of ibe funds at the disposal of Government, and for 
financial reasons it cannot be adopted generally. In other than Government. 
high schools,’ the provision of hostels for Muhammadans must, as in the case 
of Hindus, be regarded as a fitting object for private munificence rather 
than for the expenditure of public funds, though Government will continue 
to give grants to supplement private contributions.” 


T have explained what has been dono in this connection, at least the 
outlines of the policy of Government, . Under that policy, we are, proceeding” 
with the building of hostels for Mubammadan pupils in Government schools 
and ave considering grants-in-aid for Muhammadan hostels of other high 
schools. We have in hand schemes for 'he establishment of Mubammadan 
hostels for six Government schools \in the mufassil, one for a Government. 

. College and one‘for a Normal School. For non-Government institutions, we 
have under consideration, and are préssing forward, schemes for. seven Muham- 
madan hostels attached to high schogls. As I’ have indicated already, these 
schemes aro dependent on circumstances and acceleration is not always in. 
our power. But J can assure the Hon’ble Members who have spoken on this 
resolution, that. we are doing and shall do whatever we can to expedite these 
schemes; and that if any other schemes aré pet up and brought te our. notice, © 
we shall do. our best to expedite. them. But’ as _ are situated at. 
present, ‘we do not believe that we can get through more Witbonost 12 months 
than those schemes that I have outlined above, and I oppose the resolution on 
the ground that we cannot budget for schemes that we do not expect to be 
able to carry out. 4 





The Hon'ble Mauivi Aput Kasem, said :— 


F - 

“My Lord, I have to express our thankfulness to the Hon'ble the Director 
of Public Instruction for the sympathetic attitude that he has taken up. with 
reference. to the question of Mubammadan hostels in the mufassal. His. 
remarks about, the accommodation of the Muhammadan students in Calcutia. 
hostels. does not. affect my resolution and 1 would leave them alone, I am. 
glad. to. hear i the Department of Education is prepared to consider any 






scheme. But {ere have been no dearth of schemes which, however, either 
for lack of funds or for ‘some other reasons, could not be pushed through. 
1 cannot speak with much experience of other district towns, but in my 
district of Burdwan we have got a scheme for a Madrassah in the interior 
ne she fires on ect ct + ee ee at Burdwan. 
- Hornell visit e place in 1916, It was proposed that the Inspect 
Schools should come,and see things for ihiaveslt atten mibh belber os 
ernment. But within the last two years the Inspector has not found time to- 
visit the places, althe he has found time to visit Suri several times and 
algo Burdwan in con with “other matters. I now learn that the 
‘Assistant Director also&’*ill not haye auch time to inspect these places. T 
eof the Director of Public Instruction and beg to 
here is,no help for it, 7) hit 
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ee ‘Resolutions. 
Maulvi A. K. Faal-ul-Hag. 
APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XXVI. 


ig Phe Hon'ble Mauuv1 A. K. Faziruu-Hig. moved the following Resola- 
VON, i. J 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 
, (a) alump’provision of Rs. 1,20,000 be made for the construction of 
“Serre rove new and the improvement of existing hostels for Muhammadan 
students in Caleutta ; and ‘ . 
(8) the expenditure be met in the following manner — + 
(2) Rs. 1,00,000 to be taken out of the aia for Caleatta Hostels 
i (Budget provision—Rs. 3,39,000) ; 
» (ti) Rs, 20,000 tobe taken. out of the lump ‘provision for the 
construction of steam launches for the River Police in 
Eastern Bengal (Budget provision—Rs. 1,00,000). 


He said :— 


; * 

* My Lord; I do not wish to say many words in support of this resolution, 
because this again is one of our ‘hardy annuals’ sad, hardly any year had 
elapsed when some one had not given notice and discussed a résolution of this 
character. It is not necessary for mo to demonstrate the necessary of hostels 
for Muhanimadan students ‘in Calcutta. It is admitted-that the necessity 
does exist but the Director of Public Instruction seems to think that. so far, 
at any rate as Calcutta is concerned the urgent aud immediate needs of the 
community have been Satisfied. [ am citeindly obliged to him. for ‘his 
‘yinpathatie reply in connection with the resolution which has beon moved 
the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem, and I can assure him that his 
sympathetic words and his promise to do all that he can possibly do, have 
disarnied all hostility that we could possibly put forward. 1 do not think it 

will serve auy usefgl purpose for me ‘to press this resolution, if only the * 
Director of Public Instruction will take the trouble of repeating the ‘promise 
in so far as Calentta “is concerned and if in the near future we go up to him 
‘sith cut and dried schemes for the establishment of Muhammadan hostels in 
connection with the colleges, he will try to give our proposals the consideration 

which they demand, - 

‘As regards tho remark of the Director of Public: Tnstraction that some 
@f the messes attached to colleges, as the Presidency College, have been. 
dissolved, I’ would like to point out that the inference he draws from it 
that thero is no necessity for a mess of that character is not quite justified. 
If he will just look over the statistics of the number of Muhammadan 
students in Calcuttia—L find ronghly »speaking: there: are some 1,500: college 
students including students in the Law College not more, a little more 
than half of that mumber is accommodated in the Elliot, Baker, ‘Carmichael 
and Taylor Hostels: Making allowances for the students in ajgached messes 
there still remain a residue of about 600 or 700 sindents##ome of whom 
live with so-called gaardiaas, but I can assure the Director of Public. Instruc- 
tion that I know also of students who are living in most undesirable surround- 
ings—boys ‘profer to_live in placés where they.can be as freo as possible and 
‘they: fight aby. of hostels and messes where there is some sort of supervision ; 
they let their guardians know that there £79 no available seats in the hostels 
or messes. They try to shelter themselves in most undesirable messes and 
‘some how or other manage to hoodwink the institution by making them 
believe that they are living with guardians. | Thaty@\ounts for a large number 
of students who live in undesirable surroundings }s§ if we had hostels we 
could get hold, of these boys and put them in*fhe, hostels. The fact 
that a mess does not exist shows that there has bee! ething wrong in the 
management or that the boys try to fight shy of messe; reasons best known 
to themselves, mere fact that the Presi College mess did not 
- exist, the inference could not be drawn that ther urgent or immediate 
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necessity for.a mess for the students of that College. 1 shall say nothing 
more and I am perfectly willing to leaye’ the matter entirely in the 
hands of the Director of Public Instruction. .1 understand that he is going to 
say a few words so far as the Calcutta mess is concerned, so I do not wish to 
take up the time of the Council any further.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Worpswortu said :— ast 


“My Lord, I think I need not’ repeat the figures that 1 gave about . 
Calcutta. I wish*only to refer to the Hon'ble Member's criticism of my” 
inference from the disappearance of the one particular mess. I merely gave it 
as one of many indications’ that led me to the view that there is no great 
demand at the present moment for hostel accommodation for Muhammadan 
students in Calcutta, I have been for sometime Principal *of a big Goyern- 
ment College, I have been connected with the administration of the Calcutta ° 
University, I have been a member of the Governing Bodies of one or two 
Government and non-Government Colleges. Ihave had ample opportunities 
of getting into touch with Mubammadan students and with the leaders of the 
‘Mthammadan community, In our own department, we havea branch which 
exists specially to learn and satisfy the needs of the Muhammadan community, 
and not from one of these directions has it been suggested that any real 
‘difficulty obtains in the mattor of accommodation for Muhammadan. students 
in Calcutta, Obviotsly, I cannot aécept the argument that because students 
may have outwitted the Inspector of Messes, they, therefore, deserve or 
require special consideration in the way of hostel accommodation at Goyern- 
ment expense, _Messes are not so popular as hostels for obvious reasons. ; 
but if students disdaift to accept whatever humble assistance authority hate 
been able to offer them, if they evade discipline and defy regulations, we can 
not well be expected to accept an argument of thiskind as a reason why we 

, should regard their needs as specially pressing.” it 
The Hon'ble Mauxyi A. K. Fazu-ui-Hag said :-— 

“My Lord, as I have already stated, we are quite satisfied with the state- 
ment that was made by the Director of Public Instruction that that depart- 
ment is doing all that can be done. Representing the Muhammadan consti- 
tuency we feel it our duty to discuss these matters from time to time. With 
these few words, I ask Your Excellency’s permission fo withdraw this 
resolution.” \ ‘ 

‘The resolution was then, by leave of the’ Presiddnt, withdrawn. 






APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XXXV. 

The Hon'ble Mauuy: A. K. Fazt-vt-Hagemoved the following Resolu- 
tion :— ‘ ne . i 

This Coukyil recommends to the Governor in Couneil: that— 

(a) a lump provision of Rs. 24,000 (twenty-four thousand), or as much 

as may be necessary, be made in the Budget for the improve- 

ment of the Civil Court buildings at Perozpur (Bakarganj 


\ 





and sf eae 
(2) the expenditure be'met by taking the amotnt from out of— 
‘@) the provision of Rs. Ao OU es the . reconstruction af Police 


in the Northern Division of Calcutta; 

ur sie Ts, 60,000 for Minor, Works (Polio) im the 
000 for Minor Works (Police) in Galeutta, 
ng the, expenditure 
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He said — 

_“My Lord, I moved this resolution on two occasions. ’The Hon’b) 
Beatson Bell knowsall about thé caso. I believe these buildings ies tail 
when he was in the district himself. ‘The sum to improve these buildings 
will not be vory heavy, and I submit that in view of the'fact that this 
improvement is very much needed, Government will soe their way to accept 
the resolution.”” 


"The Hon’ble Mr. Panton said :— 


“My Lord, I share with’ the Hon'ble Mover the regret that people 
who ‘have to usé the Perozpur Courts should still have to undergo this 
inconvenience. But I am inclined to think that the Hon’ble Member ‘has 
rather exaggorated ihe necessity for improvements; because I understand 
that the buildings of this Court are of a type that is prevalent in that 
part of the country, and what people experience in the buildings they 
experience in a vety large “number of other buildings in, that part of the 
country. But at tne samo time. Government themselves recognize the 
necessity for improvements"and for that reason they have, had a scheme 
prepared for the improvement of the existing buildings which is estimated to 
cost Rs. 88,000. That is one of a number of schemes for the improvement 
of judicial courts. A large number of these sehemes were prepared and we 
are only waiting for funds to put them into execution. In a matter of this 
sort we cannot proceed in a haphazard way. This particular scheme is one 
of five for the district of Bakarganj, We, must tako all those cases systemati- 
cally and as soon as funds are forthcoming the work will be taken in band. 
For this reason Iam unable to accept the resolution of my Hon’ble friend, 
but I would say this that the proposal—so far as the buildings are concerned— 
has the sympathy of the Government and it will not be lost sight of. 
Perhaps after this assurance, the Hon’ble Member will not press his’ 
resolution.” : 


The Hon’ble Mavuvt A. K. Fazu-vi-Hag said :— 
“ After what. has fallon from the Hon'ble Mr. Panton I do not wish to 


press this resolution.” : 
* ‘The resolution was then by, leave of the President, withdrawn. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XXXVII, 


The Hon'ble Banu Kisnont Moran Cnavpnurt moved the following 
Resolution :— . - * r m 
‘This Council rocommends to the Governor in Council that— 

(a) the Dispensary Fund for the Raja P. N. Ray Charitable Dispensary 
at Ramporo-Boalia be exempted from paying tig monthly con- 
tribution of Rs, 290 on account of the, AssiMiant Surgeon in 
charge of the said dispensary ; and 


(8) the amount be met from some item ‘ander head “ 24A—Medical ". 
He said -— int r Fi 
* “My Lord, in this resoultion T pray for the exemption. of the Dispensary 
Fund for the Raja P. N. Ray Charitable Dispensary at Rampur-Boalia from 
saying a monthly contribution of Rs, 290 on account of the Assistant Surgeon 
in charge of the Dispensary. ‘This is a local fad dispensary. undor class 
mA of the Dispensary rules and deals directly v the Froasury’ swith the 









a Municipality. The 
ve even the minimum 
year after year but 
e made, and this saving 
h itis situated in a 


~ charitable fund and a grant from the Rampury 
, fund-is so very limited that it cannot manage to. 
ening or working balance. A Lady Doctor is pro} 
~ the provision being: inadequate no appointment 
is utilised as the closing or opening balance. 


We 
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municipality, the municipal fand does not take the full responsibility, and the 
District Board is often appealed to and its special help is obtained,on the 
ground that large number of persons residing without the municipal jurisdiction 
are benefited by it. It will be a,surprise to the Couneil to learn that though 
this Municipality spends over Rs: 1,500 a year over diet money the number 
of indoor patients being always over 30, it is obliged to manage the dieting of 
the patients with 6 pice aday. ‘The special circumstances justifying special 
concession to this Dispensary are that the Assistant Surgeon in charge has to 
perform a large praportion of Government work which is very heavy hore he 
_ therefore, cannot be expectéd to perform all the duties of the Dispensary 
which he could have performed otherwise. ‘Lhe Government also are obliged 
to depute generally a Sub-Assistant Surgeon to do the Dispensary works for 
the. Assistant Surgeon. This, is a very useful Dispensary. The District 
Board is obliged to grant Rs. 1,000 a year for quinine alone. Under the 
eircamstances it is but reasonable that Government should come to its relief 
in the way suggested, I hope the Council will accept the resolution under 
the spegial circumstances of the case.” 4 ‘ r 
The Hon'ble Sm Henry Wueeter said :-— 
“Sir, this resolution deals with a small ‘local affair, and from the Hon'ble 
Mover’s speech I do not gathor that there are any circumstances about it 
different from those which coiild be urged in respect of many other dispen- 
sities in this Presidency. Tho: provision of local medical relief is a local 
obligation. Government, however, lend’ ‘to local bodies either assistant 
surgeons or sub-assistant surgeons on the condition that their pay is met by 
an average contribution which stands now at Rs. 280 for-an assistant surgeon 
and Rs. 52 fora sub-assistant surgeon ; the previous rates Were Rs. 290 and 
Rs. 57 respectively, and these still obtain in certain’ cases. Government do 
not make any profit over these transactions ; they morely redlise the cost: 
which the entertainment of these men involves. ‘The inatlequaey of the pay 
of assistant and sub-assistant surgeons has often been urged in, and has 
received the sympathy of, this Council. In recent years, their, pay has been 
revised, and, as a result, the contribution rates just mentioned are, higher 
than those which were at one time required. But it is only reas@nable that, 
Hon’ble Members who urge improvements in the prospects of these officers 
should not try later to shirk the consequent obligation. Tngech 1898, when 
the pay of assistant surgeons was enhanced, it, was distinctly laid. down by 
the averiutent of India that the new arrangeménts were’ inttoduced on the 
understanding that municipal and local bodies should pay at the higher rates. 
“This particular case of the Rampur Boalia municipality is not,a new 
one. In 1911, the dispensary got into very bad ae and in applying for 
help they said: ‘Lot us have an assistant surgeon, but Tot a8 only ‘pay for a 
sub-agsistarit surgeon.’ The Hon'ble Member how goes further and says : 
“Let them haf: an assistant surgeon but do not ire them to pay 
anything.’ That‘is not a position which we can t.! The municipality 
is merely in the position of many ‘other bodies, aud it ti pay for the 
medical assistance which it receives. If it profers to have @ bettor medical 
agency (and they were previously offered the cheaper cy of a sue 
assistant surgeon which they declined), it is only 7 reasonable that they shoul 
pay for such an arrangement. ” ae ae Tea 
“In this connection, I would draw the ‘Hon'ble Mem! 





















fact that it was pointed ougin 1912 that the local subs 

pensary only amounted Rs. or Rs. Bi " 

could assist the dispensai terially by exerting hi influ 

greater popular support, t the institution. : atin s 
The Hon'ble Basu: K Monan Onavpnurt sai 3 


© §My Lord, Diam: 
There is a/charitable 
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Dis; ry Fund, but that fund is not enough to maintain the Dispensa 
‘et fore obliged to come up to Government and sometimes to the Viotset 
‘oard for assistance. There is also a special circumstance connected with 
this matter. The Assistant Surgeon in charge of the Dispensary has also to 
~ perform good deal of Government work, as the work of the Civil Surgeon is 
very heavy, In that view of the matter, 1 asked that some Government 
contribution be made. I know of course that on account of the increment: of 
the pay of Assistant Surgeons, the charge has been raised and I have nothing 
to say about that. I only. appealed for certain help under the peculiar 
eiremmstances I have-oxplained. I hope that something may ‘be done, as 
although the Di8persary pays a heavy charge for the pay of the Assistant 
Surgeon, it does not get his sérvices for the whole time. For these reasons, 
T urge that your Excellency’s Government will consider this matter.” 
The resolution was then put and lost. 


* | APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XXXVIII. 


“The Hon'ble Mavi: Awut, Kase moved the following Resolution :-— 
‘This Council recommends tothe Governor in Council that out of the | 


recurring assignment of Rs. 5% lakhs for the development of primary educa- 
tion Rs. 50,000 be allotted. for the extension and improvement of Maktabs and 
Rs. 50,000 be allotted for the training of Muallims. 

He said :-— 

“My Lord, in moving this resolution I think it necessary to mention that 
these Maktabs ave primary schools where the introduction to the ordinary 
subjects of study in such schools a little bit of Urdu and Arabic i taught: 
Therefore these institutions are more costly than ordinary primary schools ; 
and a scheme, which is now known as the Karle Scheme, was formulated at 
the time of Sir Archdale Earle when he was Director of Public Instruction of 
[ By this scheme if was said that these Maktabs would get 50 per 

cent. of the grant-in-aid more than ordinary. primary schools. A Govern- 
ment resolution was issued approving the scheme, but unfortunately for 
want of funds, eflect has not been given to that recommendation of 
Sir Archdale Ehrl@, Latterly, the Dopartmont has abolished the distinction 
between Maktahs and primary’ schools, classing them under thé head of 
primary schools. The result of this is that these Maktabs are not getting that 
amount of grant-in-aid encourag8ment which they deserve and which they 
ought to get according to the sanvtion of Government, I think that an 
opportunity will now be taken of the Imperial grant of Rs, 54 lakhs in furthor- 
ance of primary education toimprove the position of these primary schools, 
and to put them in a more flourishing condition. I believe thy this demand 
‘on my part is-a very modest one, especially in a province wh#re the Muham- 
form a majority ef the population. ‘The difficulty in the case of the 
Muhammadan community is that they cannot send their boys in their early 
's to the ordinary schgols, simply because they feel it absolutely necessary 
that their childron should receive during their tender years some sort of 
religious education which will nske them understand their religious principles, 
at least the religious rights and cor onies. ae tae 

He ela bo asked for & further grant ot Rs, 50,000 £9¥ the train- 
‘ualims. We cannot make these Maktal ‘al institutions unless 
we have got trained Mualims. A good deal has bi 
training teachors.’ On behalf of the Department, ai Lpoed not repeat what 
- has been said, Ican only say that thore\are a, ‘ Ss 
are wanted for Kastern Be 

























Whatever may he tho 
hat a large number of 
d started in order to 
sunity. I move this. 


576 THE CALCUTTA GAZET!B, APRIL 17, 1918. [parr 1¥A 


ooo 


Resolutions. 





Mr. O'Malley ; Maulvi Atul Kasem ; Babu Kishor’ Mohan Chaudhuri. | 


resolution, at any rate, with the hope that it will be accepted by the Govern- 
ment, A similar resolution moved by mo last year was accepted by then 
Director of Public Instruction., As my present resolution does not interfere 
with any amount allotted for any purpose, I have hopes that it will be 
accepted.” t 


The Hon'ble Mr. O’Matry said :-— 


My Lord, I am afraid that Government is not in a position to necept this 
resolution. The reason is simply, that no orders haye yet been received from 
the Government of India about the objects on which the new recurring 
assignment is to he spent and tho terms attached to it: We haye no infor- 
tation beyond the brief reports of the Budget debate, in the Imperial 
Legislative Council which have appeared in the daily newspapers. If the 
report of the speech of the Hon'ble Member im charge of Education in the 
Government of India, Sir Sankaran Nair, is correctly reported, the grants 
made io the different proyinces are intended for the extension of primary * 
schools on the present voluntary footing.’ This would seem to imply’ that the 
grant is to be available for increasing the number of schools, but not for 
incréasing the pay of teachers like the nine lakhs grant given last year. 
‘Trained teachers in aided maktabs have already benefited from the nine lakhs 
grant, and we havealso made proposals for the training of muallims, as well 
as gurus. This will require the sanction of higher authority and thut sane- 
tion has not been réceived. Pending receipt of sanction, I have no doubt that 
the Education Department will make adegtfate provision for any increase in& 
the numbet of muallims who offer themselves for training. At present, 
therefore, Government cannot undertake to earmark any definite sums out of 
the new assignment, ‘ : 

Tt is quite possible that the Local Government will not have a free hand 

- in this matter. In the case of the nine lakhs recurring assignment made last 
year the Government of India required the Local Government to submit 
proposals for the distribution 6f the grant before any expenditure was undpr- 
taken, Government is not aware whether any such condition’ will be made 
this year, 1 would only ask the Hon'ble Mover to accept the assurance that, 
subject to tlie instructions of the Government of India, the claims of maktabs 
will ‘receive full consideration in common with those of ordinary secular 
primary schools. 







The Hon’ble Maviyi Anut Kasem said :—" * 


“My Lord, I beg to withdraw this resolution in view of the statement 
made, by the Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley. 1 would only like to say that these 
Muktabs are secular institutions and not religious schools ; there is only some 
instruction gi{Qn which help Muhammadan boys to get some sort of prelimi- 
nary education I hope and trust that if the Government of Bengal send up . 
a scheme to the Government of India, the question of the training of 
Mualims will receive adequate consideration.” ~ s 

‘The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

; i 





APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XXXIX. — 


_ The Hon'ble BanyffKisnort Mowan Cuavnnvrt moved’ the following 
Resolution :— : f erate 


© This Couneil r 







ends to the Governor in Council that— 


4 (a) & lump pr&gion be made for raising the pay dnd prospects f the 
j lecturers} §.ho are ed in ing, up to BoA. tnd BB. 
“courses Salas either by including them in the: 

Provin cational i Bervice by granting tee aspecial _ 
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© (8) the amount required for giving effect to this resolution b 
: ired mn be mi 
from the undistributed Balance of the Imperial Grants St 
‘x Serene "and ‘Further Grant.” for Edneation under head 
“22—Education ” and from General Reserve under head “ 32— 
Miscellaneous.” 


He said :— 


“My Lord, this resolution speaks for itself. ‘Those lecturers in the 
nate Educational Service, who are en; 


Courses, both Pass and Honours, 


| Subordi- 

giiged in teaching up to B, A. and-B. Se, 

Ho: for several years, deserve promotion. Thase 

lecturers, we cap.take it, have been found competent to discharge the duties 
entrusted with, to the satisfaction of the higher authorities } otherwise they 
would not have been allowed to remain in that position. They naturally 
expect that whenever there is any vacancy in the Provincial Edueational 
Seryice they would be promoted. But instances are not rare when their just 

* olaim has been overlooked and they have been superseded by their inferiors, 
I can at least point out toa recent ease of such promotion in the Chitta 
College and another in the Chittagong Normal School. The recent arrange= 
ment; of making appointments and granting promotions on the recommend 
ation of the Governing Body of the College in which the vacancy occurs is, #6 
doubt, responsible for this, but Teannot understand why the gonoral question 
of promotion should be decided on the recommendation of a particular govern 
ing body, Though ii is but natural that the local claim and recommendation 
are giyen preference in such cases, the Director of Public Instruction 
should be the proper authority to consider the claim of all his sttbordinates: 
independent of any local consideration, To my mind grave injustice is being 
done in overlooking the claims to promotion ‘of these hardworking and: 
meritorious officers. 

In reply to my question on the subject it has been stated that the claims 
of these officers would be considered at an early date. I have, therefore, 
thought it proper to-raise the question with a definite proposal for ranting 
some relief to these deserving officers. The revised Budget provision for 
education shows a saving of about 17 lakhs this year, so thera cannot be any. 
difficulty in finding out the money required for the purpose. With these fev 
words I commend'this resolution for the acceptance of the Council.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Worpswonta said 


“My Lord,'the explanation with which the Hon’ble Mover has supported 
his resolution was a clear and able analysis of the situation as it would be 
if it were exactly as he has allowed himself to be persuaded that it is, 

I offer this criticism in friendliness and believe that it aill be accepted 
in friendliness. The arcana of educational administration wigh its grades and 
services are not easy to follow, and the Hon'ble Member digs not appear: to 
have been well served iw information by those whose cause with his unvaty- 
ing tenderness of heart he has set himself to champion. The case of these 

icers has heen put forward on various occasions, and in various ways and 
theré are in the department petitions from all ‘or most of these officers, which 
' it has not been possible yet to dispose of because the recommendations of the 
Public Seryices Commission, though they do not. touch the Subordinate 
Educational Service, nevertheless touch College education ina waythat may 
imately change the position of these eee therefore, crave the 











ul 
“indulgence of the Council, if Ideal with the ma{@ at some length because 
this is a convenient opportunity of illuminatin, ‘can illuminate—a subject 
which has been made difficult merely because its sigfplicities have been lost 
“sight of, It was decided long ago that. college stgjf should be comosed of 
8 of officers, professors, doing respong@lfle work and holding a 
nsible position. and assistant professors. ght be aa aA a8 assis- 
ci ‘in the sense of doing less ERR and of looking to the 
professors for guidance. These,assi me into existence and 
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have remained in-existence in our Government Colleges under ‘another name, 
namely, lecturers, Professors, if Indians, are usually in the Provincial Edu- 
cational Service, enjoying the pay and status of that service, and lecturers are 
placed in the Subordinate Educational Service, usually in the grade of which 
the pay is Rs. 125, and: i 

classes of officers, disti i es, status, duties, and pay. But 















The lecturerships though not so attractive as professorships, 
nevertheless compare not unfavourably with professorships in private 
volleges end in the matter of Prospects, compare favourably with those in 
the majority of private colleges, Thus when a lecturership is vacant we got 
a large number of applicants, many of whom may be fit for a superior 
Appointment which, however, they have been unable to obtain, ‘Che Director 
“of Public Instruction or the Principal of the College, or the Goyerning 
Bod; quite justified in appointing to any post the best man who applies « 
‘and if a man applies and is appointed as a lecturer, whose qualifications 
mighf secure a professorship if such a Lost were available, then I think we 
may reasonably recognize his disappointment, but I do not think we can be 
ealled upon to recognize anything else. In many cases it has come about that 
these lecturers have been allowed to take:part in the more responsible work 
because they are qualified’ for it and because as a rule it has been a pleasure 
for them todo so. Also although it was originally contemplated that these 
ubordinate to. the professors, and to some 
extent jake their instructions or at. least ‘reegive suggestions from the 
professors. it has been found that there is in practice subordination only as 
between the members ofa staff and their Principal. We have, therefore, 
approximated to a position in which lecturers and professors are doing the 
the same kind of work and the Hon'ble Member's resolution proposes that 
we snould recognize this approximation by administrative actitn at the cost 
of/the Indian tax-payer. ithe lecturers have pressed this for some years, and 
a petetion from them still remains undisposed of, as the proposals of the 
Public Services Commission, relating to educational officers, are still under 
consideration 

The Hon'ble Me 
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utility We may frankly recognize the disappointment, we 
may sympathise with the dis pointment, of men who, considering themselves 
fit for higher appoimtments, ie through the accidents of life, succeeded in 
obtaining only the subordinate posts. € may sympathise with them, but 
I think we should be misrepresenting the case if we lent ourselyes to any 
discussion in hich the word “ grievance ” played’a large part. The use of 
the word “ grieRnce” suggests that the employer has failed in ‘his duty and 
that there has been a breach of faitlt, This, on behalf of Government, I repu- 
diate. These lecturers hold appointments which they have sought. They have 
never been given an assurance that they will-receiye promotion to a higher — 
Service. Even if they are doing duties expected’ from men in the highor 
Service, as they are doing in some places, it is. their pleasure to do them. 1 
submit that there is no case for action of the character proposed. 
Promote & number of offiders movely because, they are disappuinted, would 
an injustice to the gener: payer, ee 
J now turn io the’ar; nt about utility and I wotild first repudiate 
argument which the Member has not advanced but which has been 
used elsewhere that ) general promotion of ‘these officers in v | 
ie utility because it would remove th - dissatis! é 
nd so, increase — efficiency ‘as public servant If a man h 
ained rtién is Ww 
ey 







































deliby sought a partioula 
do spines Baa in t] intment through dlcsat la 
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obtained a better, he should be 


tion. There is, however, another ‘agpect of the case. It may ie ur, 


dealt with otherwise than by promo- © ~ 


that the work of our Colleges has 80 grown in importance that it is m 
in ‘the interests: of higher education that, tae should be’ a jaiperaneieie 
of officots of superior status, superior position and superior responsibility 
and a los’ numberof men of Tess status and less responsibility. That is a 
matter about which there may be difference of opinion and it is on that 
yand, when the time comes, that the whole case will be considered, but as 1 
we already indicated we cannot at present deal with the case of these lecturers 
because the question of the! reorganization of our colleges ig now under 
consideration. -More than that I cannot say. Tt<may be - necessary to 
change some of, these lectureships into professorships, to abolish some less 
yesponsible appointments and establish some more responsible appointment: 
but T would remind the Hon'ble Member that this,is not necessarily the same. 
thing as. promoting these lecturers to professorships... Appointments eg 
Golleges are now made in effect by Governing Bodies and when,a Goyerning 


Body has a professorship to fill it will be its duty to make the best ay oint= 


ment in.the interest of the College. 


A Governing Body will naturally give 


full consideration to the claims of these lecturers, but if. a better candidate is: 
forthcoming from any other quarter it will be its duty to select him for 


_ appointment. In this connection I may say that I have been the Principal of, 


the Presidency College, I have served on the Governing Bodies of various 
Qolleges: and I have had. considerable experience of the ‘work of the | + 
Director's office, and I can assure the. Hon’ble Member that’ wherever a ' - 
Qollege has a post of professor vacant the first care of its Governing Body 


js to consider scrupulously the claims 


of ‘all lecturers already in the service 


of the Department. They are entitled to consideration, and they receive it, 
but it must be emphasised, because it is frequently forgotten, that a claim for 


consideration for an appointment is 


not the same thing as a claim to secure 


the appointment. ‘They receive that consideration, and a lecturer. who is well 
qualified and has proved capable and zealous, has a ‘reasonable prospect 
of selection for the higher service. The Hon'ble Member has pointed out that 


some of these lecturers are doing the same ‘work as the professors of a 
_guperior status. It is trne also tlfat in qualifications they are sometimes no. 


Joss well-equipped, though in general 


they are less well-equipped. Yet they 


receive full consideration for vacancies that occur and the figures that .- 
1 have looked up show that during the past three ‘years, four lecturers and 
_ demonstrators, as the corresponding officers on the science side of colleges are 


called, have been, substantively promoted to the Provincial Educational Service 


and 23 have received officiating appointments, { hope, My Lord, that I have 
made it clear to the Council that ‘what we have to deal with is not a case 







of legitimate grievance, ‘buta case 


of disappointment with which we all 


sympathise. We are asked to remedy the inequalities of life by administra- 
fivé ‘action. Even if all our lecturers wer, equally qualified with our 
professors ‘academically and in. zeal and utility this acty could not be 
regarded as called for on, that account. ‘The coinplexities human lifs do 
ate 


academically or in other ways. But 
the 





msure the same ‘material reward to all who. are equally qualified 


even if we were ina position to remedy 


{nequalities, which we are now asked to remedy, we should still be far 
- from finality: If of ‘brothers equally well qualified one my hi beso fortunate as 


to seeure an appointment of professor. iu the Provincial Educational jervice 
and Another less fortunate secures “an ‘appointment as lecturer in the subor- 


- Hinate wervice, still a thied failing to 





obtain eitheg of these, might have to 


satisly with the more arduous post of te: in a Government school 
‘on the pay. of Rs.x50, ‘rismg progressively to Rs. sp. Administrative action 
"ean never remedy priate invevalitos of fortune. 


discussion in Gouncil on a resolu- 


‘I may refer toa recent y 
‘ny Hon'ble friend, in the course of | ‘the Hon'ble Member 





Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuré ; The President. 
in charge of education, stated that an enquiry will be made as soon as ~ 
sible. about the desirability of reorganizing the Subordinate and Lower # 
ubordinate Educational Services. Pending such enquiry it appears undesir- - 
able to consider this special case in which only one class of officer in the 
subordinate service, and that not the most unfortunate, is concerned, For 
these reasons, My Lord, I oppose the resolution on behalf of Government, — 
The Hon'ble Banu Kisnort Monan Caavpaurr said :— he 
““My Lord, I am extremely sorry for the attitude taken by the Hon'ble 
Mr. Wordsworth. I remember well I was assured on another occasion that 
the case ‘of these officers will be taken into favourable consideration at an 
early date and, I hoped and still hope that it would be done as early as 
sible. It is somewhat consoling to me, however, that the,same assurance ~ 
as been given to me again by my Hon'ble friend that their ease would be 
considered at no-distant future. But the thing is this; Ido not say that 
because they are dissatisfied something ought to be done for them. Byery- 
body may want special consideration and promotion, but it is not for that that 
Iam urging their case. ‘lhe fact is if they are made to do the samo kind ‘of 
work as the members of the Provincial Educational Service, they naturally 
think they should be entitled to the same consideration. It may be that 
when they were hard pressed and ‘when there were no vacancies in the 
Provincial Service, they wore obliged to accept the posts that were offered, 
but when they are asked» to do the same kind of work as the Provincial 
Service men do, they naturally hope that special considerations would by 
shown towards them. I take it that these officers have been doing tho 
superior work creditably, otherwise they would not be retained in. their 
posts. But I submit that if proper remuneration is not given’ for the 
work they do, it will have a demoralizing effect on them. Whenever there is 
a vacancy, the Governing Body of the College, 1 understand, are only inclined 
* to recognize the claims of the professors who are serving under them direstly. 
In caso of a new appointment, I understand, the presumption is that it is not 
left with the Governing Body to fill the post: I understand that a Goyern- 
ment circular has issued, to the effect that the claims of those who have 
rendered good service should be considered when any neW arrangements are. 
made. In the Subordinate Service too the claims of those who are doing 
superior work should be considered, at least when occasion arises. However, 
* after the assurance of the Hon’ble’Mr. Wordsworth, I do not press the © 
resolution and I beg to withdraw it.” 
The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 
The Prestpenr said :— x 
“We have now finished Resolution No. XXXIX and there are still 10 
resolutions standing on the order paper. Unless Hon’ble Members are pre- 
pared to speak somewhat more concisely than they have, think the prospects 
of concluding the proceedings to-night are not bright; but I am anxious to 
meet the convenience of Hon’ble Members in the matter of adjournment ; and 
T am quite preeed to continue the proceedings or I am prepared to adjourn, _ 
as is most convenient~ to Hon'ble i I propose to ascertain quite 
informally what the wishes of Hon'ble Members are, by asking them to 
raise their hands who are in favour of adjournment.” sae in 
Tho majority of, the Hon’ble Members being in favour of am adjourn- 
ment, the Council was then adjourned to 11 a.m., on Saturday, the 16th. 
March, 1918, Government House, Calcutta. | . Vater % of 
A, M, HUTCHISON, - 
ih ¥ OB tary) t0 the Gook. of pati 
ve fevetary to the Bengal 
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' a * 
~My Lord, thére is a bund alongside the Kanchan “y which i 
_ maintained by ‘the District Board, but almost every year #3 Sento, 
and the inhabitants of the portion ot the municipal town just to the cast of 





the protective bund. suffer-awfully from the results thereof. Besides, the 
sufferings of the residents of the adjoining tracts to the north thereof, viz., 
tho quarters known as Ramnagar and Gobrapara, where there is no proteetive 
bund, during the recent floods of the last two years, knew no bounds, and the 
distress of the people was more than what could be described. Some of the 
housse and ‘cattles ete., were swept away by the flood and somé others were 
under water for days together, Limited as the resources of tis Municipality 
are, it is quite beyond the ordinary means of the municipal @ommissioners to 
extend the existing bund to a dength of about two miles and to raise the 
existing portion the bund sufficiently for the ection and relief of 
these digtresséd people. Tho estimated cost of construction and repairs of 
- the bund may be Rs. 4,000. The District Board of Dinajpur was moved for 
ext the existing bund, but as under the Local Self-Government Act, 
‘she District Board is not entitled to oa any sum within municipal area, it 
‘has expressed ifs inability to do anything. 

‘Phe District Board of Dinajpur was appealed to, but under the provi- 
sions of the Local Self-Government ‘Act the District Board is not entitled 
to spend any sum on suchi a project. Consequently nothing has been done by 
the District Board. 1, therefore, propose that a sum of Rs, 15,000 be granted 
to the Dinajpur Manicipality for this project. My impression was that the 
istriet Magistrate of Dinajpur had submitted his proposals to Government, 
ut Iam sorry to learn from the Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley that Government have 
no information about it. Iam sorry to find that the Dinajpur Municipality 
did not appeal to Government direct. If there is any difficulty in making the 
grant immediately, I am sure the necdful will be done after the necessary 
‘enquiry. In this view of the matter, Thave brought up this resolution and 
with these words I commend if to the acceptance of this Council.”"® * 


The Hon'ble Mx. O'Mautey said :— 
““ My Lord, as the Hon'ble Mover has explained to the Council, this is a 
_ schente about which Government have no information. The Municipality has 
not approached Government, and Government are at present unaware whether 
and estimates: have So ge red. A drainage scheme of an anti- 
malarial nature has been prepared, which provides for earthwork on the roads 
“and on a protective bund yound the town. Lam not certain whether it is the 
~ game bund that the Hon'ble Mover has in his mind. If a scheme of cons- 
~ truction and repair comes before the Government, it will have to be considered 
in relation to this drainage scheme, At any tate, for the present, it 16 
searcely feasible to make provision for a scheme of which n is known. 
“Tf the work is to be undertaken, the engineering details will hdffe to be settled, 
plans and estimates prepated and the financial basis of the project determined, 
eg, how much the municipality ean contribute and whether it requires a loan 
or grant. I ean ‘assure the Hon'ble Mover that if the Municipality comes up, 
Government will be very glad to consider the scheme, and, after examining 
I “and ostimates, to see whether any assistance is reqhired and in what 
it should be given.” 

16 Hon'ble Banu Kisnorr Mowan Cuavonurt saidge— ye si 

“J am glad to hear that Gov i ful in 
ar that Government is pre] to do the n 

ay, the Municipality di ‘e the Government. 
assurance of the Hon'ble Mem! ‘not think I should 


‘was then, by Teave of the Presi 


. ¢ 




















|, withdrawn. 


“the monthly. fees rate for the Saiiskrit College has: 
‘3. 6 with certain exoeptions and for the Krishnagar 
6, and for the Chittagong and Rajshahi ( 
overament letter ordeving the inere : 
i e has alsovbeen published in reply to. n 
o. X put on the 4th Septem ‘The number 
nd tho per head Government shes: 
as following table = 


“Kvih: f an College hs 








ork vat. a great. disadvantage? : ‘That;these colleges 
are y growi! importance is simply becau' \e*poorerseetions are 
i Bae Ronis ni eas Sieh or aaron e-for ikea. ot 
: ny. nee in Galeutta is ¥ expensive, andeit, is. har ‘ible: 
r poorer secti 40 avail themselves of “ndraete ee in 
oe tta..where students get oe help, directly or indirectly, of first-rate 
; Professors, and ‘well-equipped oratories and” Librariés. , If uniformity 
sould bg socurdian Qevecni expenditure, Fey head all he Govern- 
ment dolleges in the Provinco, the position wou id have been eitieettniclligible 
00) ont. ‘Admittedly, in that case it would be necessary for the 
Gow nt to make larger grants to all the mofussil colleges. “The Hon'ble 
Mr. Hornell ‘said in reply to, my, question that the fee rates. were raised 
because they were too low. T do not understand, my “Lord, what this 
hb too low’ means. Does it mean that high education must be 
“highly paid. for? ‘Are we to take if aftor all-that education is,a marketable ~ 
_. thing to be disposed of to the highest bidder ? " * 
+ One may. say that it is a question of a rupee or two acmonth;.so it is 
‘not of mach jmportance. He doas not know how many poor students will 
have to give up t! ei studies for this increment by a rupee or two, If there 
has been no appreciable decrease in the number of admissions this: year, the 
discouraging effect is sure to lye folt at no distant future. Surely, this is not, 
the time for increment in ‘educational expenses when all the bhadralok classes 
“are hard pressed on all sides by the abnormal rise in the price of ordinary, 
sessazics of life, ‘Then, my Lord, the ideal of high education must have 
undergon: oe chavgett this country in recent years. Whenthe B.A. 
classés int the Rajshahi “ ‘ollege were first opened in the year 1877 or 1878, 
«/ through the liberality of the late Raja Promothanath Ray of Dighapatia with an’ 
endowment of a lakh andea-half for the purpose, it was arranged that if at least 
eight students continue to read in cach of tho third and fourth-year classes, 
the college would be maintained by Govornment, and then there was an 
‘European Principal of tho Indian Hducational Service posted there. Now 
there ave’ more than three hundred students in the B.A. classes of the Rajshahi 
College. North Bengal is proverbially backward in education. It is practi- 
cally a Malioniedan ‘Division, mostly of the cultivating class. The fee rate 
in the Rajshahi College was originally fixed at Re. 8 amonth and it has now 
~ been doubled. Indian instinct, my Lord, is always opposed to make education 
---gostly, India hada system of education of her Own and if was ona residen- 
‘tial basias bat itwas the least expensive to the guardians. ‘Thé-edueational 
au. ions were maintained by grants either State or private, and-pupils were 
_ “required to. live with their preceptors during the period of their education. 
"The tendency in modern ‘civilised countries also is to make education a8 cheap 
imap: “In England, [ bolieve, the University Extension system has 7 
Y oduced and is being tried with sucess. ‘This is a method which has been in. 
ation, for a number of years for extending University” te ing to young 
‘ale outside the University ‘who would otherwiso be unalo to avail them~ 
of University advantages. Under this scheme lectures are given and 
% jn chief centres of ulation and the high education of the 
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ho same level witli the, Krishnagar © 


riends, even, with. their 
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: Resolutions, 
. ree Mr. O'Malley: . 


Seeren wa Ka - x. 
consideretl itself justified in dog this in-view-of the latge and ingroasi 
expenditare whith ity has to incur on collegiate err dae tieatoned 
certain figutes'yesterday and I do ‘propose to. repeat them here. J may” 

_ just mention that ths eost of Arts C 8 18 no less than.18 lakhs ; and every 
‘student costs the proyincial, revenues Rs. 140 a year Jt i8 probable that the 

- expenditure on colleges maysbe increased. We have the Dacca University 

me, whieh has merely been postponed, and there if’ th® schemo for, a 
Mahomedan Arts College in Calcutta, which is also postponed ; [tay ‘add that 
‘in the caso of the college in which the Hon'ble. Mover is” particularly interest- 
ed; viz., the Rajshahi College, thore., is a_sche ca hcakaly still to 
materialise I think the Hon’ble Member has underestimated the ingreasepf 
income which will accruo from the raising of colled@s fee, I think as a matter 
of fact, theincrease of income is about eight times the sum he ‘mentions. 

The eHon'ble Mover. has also referred to the policy in England, parti- 

alarly in regard to University education, I am not prepared’ to go into.a 

_ «discussion of goneral’ principles as to the proportion of educational expendi- 
ture which should be devoted to colleges. + only wish) to remark that in 

this countny CO ga has.done a great deal for collegiate or, University 

education, If the Council will permit-me, I would Heese quote"a paragraph 
from the remarks of Mr, Gilchrist, who is known to 

edugationist. ‘This is what he says:— Be) 

Perhaps. in no country in the world at any periodin history have 

greater relative demands been made upon Government for education than in 

Tndia. Nor has any Government beon so responsive. The idea of Govern- 

ment subsidy Which permeates the whole University scheme ’of tlfings in India 

‘has ledjmany thinking men t¢ consider whether in this extensive subsidy of 

University education there is not economic danger. | Education is indeed.a 

factor of production of the first importance, but in India many other urgent 

‘factors ate to be considered ; and while one must always insist on the 

supreme importance of primary and secondary education, it is difficult to sym- 

pathise with wholesale Government expenditure on Univegsity education. 

University education in the West depends’ largelyon private sourees, but in 

India Government is looked on as responsible alike for University, secondary 

and primary education.” 

laurel these remarks to show that educationists recognise that 

Government liave been generous in regard to'egllegiate education ; and I do 

think it sii ee be accepted as reasonable that overnment should raise 

the monthly fees to a figure which will not: be too much. for the students or 
their parents. The question is ~-Does that cause hardship to students? 

Does it tend to diminish the demand, for these colleges ? Doss it ‘prejudi- 

cially interfere with collegiate edacation? Well, since these"orders were 

passed—nine months ago as I have already said,—Government have received 
no complaints and they believe Be nd“ hardship has bi aused, © Unfor- 
“tanately, [have not got the figures ‘or'the Chittagong Coll@e, but Thave got 
the figutes Tor the Krishnagar College d they show that since the fees 
were raisod, the number of students of t college has risen ‘from 218 to 245. 
This does not show that the gaining of the fees’has had’ any. bad effect. For 
the Rajshahi College, *i which the Hon'ble Member and J myself are 
interested, Ihave no exact figures. * But [ have good authority for saying that 
‘since tho orders were passed, the number of applicants for admission has 
increased. ‘The maximum number admissible in the Rajshahi College is 
limited to 750, and for some time past the n&fnber of applicants has been 
in excess of this maximum, the result being that students apply but are 
lé to obtmin admission, « Tho demand i ter than the actual 

a ation availablo. Since these orders’ passéd, the number of 
ay ons for admission which have. had to, _tojected for want of 

- ‘Avcommodation has risen from 100 to 150. | In ‘circumstances, my Lord, 
‘Tam sorry I cannot recommend this resolution je Council. 
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Sed 
The Hon’ ble Baw Kiions Moma soa said :— 

“MY Lond, Thave carefully distoned tot e uy ‘ly, but is I have 

wok heard anything in Pith nog Tt is sing. an exception be 





in the case of] 1 College? Is it ae that this exception 
bi {d be made in this tase simply becaise the Gallen is not able to meet the- 
necessary expenses and’ because cducation has «not made much pi 
“among females? Ido not adnan why, that ¢onsideration should not be 
shown towards the. poorer” classes of the’ community among whom also 
seducation has .not»made much. progress The “immediate ‘effect would be 
slight but Tam sure distant, ‘future it will tell-heavily upon the 
poorer section: . Very little ‘progress has been “made in English education, 
specially in Bengal. It is in that view that we have, been’ trying for some 
time to make education cheaper. As I have shown, the tendency inall 
civilized countries, including England, is to make education cheaper, and) I~ 
cannot understand why it should be otherwise in this country, at least in 
Bongal. Liam ‘nob. satisfied, therefore, with the oxplanation given. As 1 
have shown the Provincial revenue has not beén benefited much by this, and 
there is no reason why a special tax should be imposed upon education. 1 
ean undorstarid a special tax upon excise revenue. But education is neither a 
vice nor will the special tax benofit the Provincial Government much. Tf any 
‘appreciable income would:have been derived from this there would have been 
some justification, but simaply because in the Presidency: College the * per 
head ' expenditure is very high, there is no reason why in the case of Daeca 
College the fee should be raised to'Rs. 6. I have not purposely mentioned the 
case of Dacca College in my resolution because there is: shortly going to be a 
University there. But in the case of the colleges I have: ed Ido 
not understand why the rate has been-inereased. The,explariation offered: is 
not at all satisfactory, and | hope the tie will accept-my resolution. ‘ j 


A distiiok wan thansiecgiiedil Os following result =— 


‘Ayes—10. Noes—2he 
‘The Hon'ble Dr. Nilratan Sarkar, Jy ‘The Hine Sir Henry Wheeler. K.c.1.2., 68.1 
ey Mey Ara Ceietignas Me Mr. N. D. Beatson Bell, o.8:1., 0-1-8. 
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hme 4 Babes Kishor’ MoWtt Ohaudlauris 
i ee RO ee, 
Tho following members were absent Se a d 
TheHon’blo Mr. 'T/0. PB. Gibbong) ties 2 
St kets nage Ona] Sifronsoli OVO. 


ay ab lehalar of Muishalgd,> .- 
Je TAR Meehan Catt fan 
i 5 * Mr. i r 


iene aks 


oO Me, By FE 
ee ss a ait ike snatae ee 


° Meaeid jadhixaja Bahadur‘ of Burdwan. 
ring <i aer Pe b Shekharesawr Ray. ai 
ey Ry Babul appr areate shor By Chandhuti. 
: + Rai a Charan Pal Bahadur. ‘ r ae 
a Me Ek Martin, 5 a 
” » H.R. AaTrwin: 4 


ee. er Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy.. | 
i Babu Bhabondra Chandra Ray. ~~ 93" © 
Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 





oy git ge BAO. Akhil Chandra Datta. ¥ 
“if ” gt Mahendra Nath Ray, c.1.n. * 


Ro or, KB. Dutt. 
f Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 


The ayes being 10 and the noes 21 the resolution was lost. 


2 4 y rat 
APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XLII. » 


‘The Hon'ble Babu Kisnori Mowan Cnavpnvxr moved the following 
Resolution ;— Prog . 
‘This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 

(@) a sum be allotted for the appointment of two additional Loctiirors 
in English and Chemistry and a Laboratory Assistant in Physics 
in the Rajshahi College ; and ~ 

(b) the said sum be. met from General Reserve—“ 32—Miscellaneous.” 

* 







+ He said :— oe WF ck fe bogs Mesa 
“My Lord, this, resolution. issbaséd upon tho recommendation of the 
University Inspectors: They havo | insisting since 1914 on the appoint- 
mentiof two additional LLecturérs. in’ English and one additional Demonstrator 
in Chemistry. Only one additional Lectarer in English was appointed in 1915. 
In this year's Budget there is provision forsappointment of one additional 
Lecturer in English-for the Rajshahi Oollegors But ng appointmgnt has as yet 
been done, A curious:suggestion was made ‘Sometime ago thatf#be number of 
students in the college shold be reduced by at least 100. . The Governing 
Body, however, represented that this‘shouldnot be.done, asin that case-the 
college would suffer a loss of about Rs. 5,000 a year according to the former 
rato: of foes: In last!Septembo also the University Inspectors (Messrs. 
~ Ghose andyDas Gi strongly urged’ for the appointment of one additional 
Lecturer in English ‘and one additional, Demonstrator in Chemistry. They 
‘algo 'pointed out the unsatisfact result-of English in the last University 
‘Examination for this college. 6 Rajshahi Callegg is the least expensive 
Government college in the Province. ‘Bho per expenditure in this 
- college was Rs. 52 and ode tonsa 1915-16, ‘ThdMee rate shas'since been 
~" Gnoreased from Rs, 4 to Rs. 6-a month. A. Laboratory sistant in’ Physics 
js also, I understand, urgently necessary in. the ahi College. ‘The 
‘Humber of students reading Physics in the 1. Se..and qf Se. classes 16 Orie 
225, Under these cir stances; I hope, this re! sl meet with ~ 
~ the-approval of the Geflenmant and) will be accept this Council. 





~ 
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“Mfy Lord, the matter’ is simple and Boarcaly rite the "dignity of a 
ne bute 


2. > Resolutions. 
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rosofution in Council. Our colleges aro staffed ace 6 requirements 
of the University. Not,long ago, I thi the en 1916, the: staff of 
this college was settled byran ‘understanding owith the: University. Recently, 


the-University addressed us in ‘terms inconsistent with this understanding. 

«We requested of the “University an explanation the, inconsistency. The” 
explanation has arrived, and is not sconsistent,/with any of tho preceding 
correspondence. As soon as we. arrive at a settlement we sliall take what- 
ever'action is necessary in thé ordinary course of injstratiixe routine, and 
the necessary “expenditure will be provided from the ordinary source avail- 
able. I trustytherefore, the Hon'ble Mémbet will not find it pegessary to 
press this resolution.” § ere 

- rs § * 

The Hon’ble Banu Kisnort Moaan Cuavpavrt said = i 


co! Sa Lord, in view of this assurance, Tam not anxious to press for sthe 
jmmediate acceptance of this proposal, but I hope that the earliest oppor- 
tunity will be taken to provide for this.” ae 


° ‘The résolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn, 
‘ 


* - . P a 
a APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XLII. 


‘The Hon'ble Maviyt'A. K. Fazi-ui-Hag moved the following Resolution :— 
- "This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that—,. 
(a) a lump provision of Rs. 1,00}000 (Rs. 50,000 recurring and 
Rs. 50,000 non-recurring) be made for the development of the 
Unani system of medicine; and 
(B) the expendittre be met by taking the amount from— 
©@ the lump provision of Rs: 1,50,000 for the development of 
Lys industries ; nie 
@ the Director of Industries and his offica; and 
(tit) the grant for fish culture 5. . ‘ » R 
by. reducing expenditure under head (i) by 50-per cent., by 
dropping the whole of the expenditure under head (7?) and 
taking the balance from the provision under head (#).” 
it aia pe ites 


ra 









He said :— . om ge? pee * Ghd 
“ My LON, it is with some Gifidence that I rise to speak a few words 

on this resolution. The suggestion ‘contained ‘incthis resolution is somewhat 
of a novel character; and 1 confess “that the jdea never struck me till my 
pri — Sire ste ay aa Ray ar es he had given notice 
of a similar resolution which he is present going to move. T thought, My 
Lord, that when a Hindu member of this Couneil givesotice of  resulution | 
for provincial revenues to be ear-may ed fore for the development. 
of a Hindu system of medicine, a’ Mub nti 
_ Muharmmmadan constitugney, ‘might well jut 
in a similar plea fork he ‘Muhammiadan éystem ‘of medicine. But 


lution I havi i “the matter, and I confess 
“certain diffi inthe way of m ing this 
vernmont. In the rst place, there 4s no 
handed. over? 



















at the present wi any aonny old. bead 
study and research © Unani system 3 but at 1 
I would ay fren giinptosse: the 
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of modicine contains the. elements ‘of <extraordinary development as an 
indigenous system of mi eine and Provincial revenues might; therefore, be 
properly spent in the development ‘of such a system, provided the ways and 
mieans are arranged and provided the University, for instance, makes it a 
business to encourage this particular system of medicine. Many of the 
witnesses who have been’ examined by the University Commission? ‘parti- 
cularly the “Mahammadan witnesses, have urged upon the University Com- 
mission the importance of recommending the praetical study of the Unani 
system as a medical science, and it may-be that on the recommendation ‘of 
the University Commissions they University may be induced to create a chair 
‘or some such thing for the development of this system of medicine. If that is 
done, the recommendation contained in my resolution may be considered by 
Government, “whether “some sort of subsidy cannot be given” for the 
development of this system of medicine. I need not spend the time of the 
Council any further, and I will not press my resolution if I get an assurance 
that this resolution will receive sympathetic consideration at the hands of 
the Government. 


The Hgn’ble Mauzv1 Anvt Kase said :— 

“My Lord, I am extremely sorry that in this instance, at any rate, I 
cannot support my Hon'ble friend Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. He himself 
admits that he never thought of moving such a resolution, but that’ the 
idea came to him because a Hindu Member of the Council gave notice of 
a resolution. connected with the Hindu system of medicine. I am sorry 
to say. that I cannot approve of the spirit in which the rosolution has been 
framed. We are here to represept Muhammadan interest cortainly, but. 

YY we are not here simply: to press our claims on the ground that a Hindu 
member has put forward his claim on his own account. Consequently. I 

& do not think, the Government will be well-advisod to aceept this resolution, 

Fy becauso i€ the Ungni system is to be encouraged it should be encouraged 
at Delhi in which ancient and Imperial city this systent is still in vogue, 
and the Imperial revenue may be diverted towards the purpose. Delhi is 
associated with the Unani system, but even then I doubt whether a sufficient 
number of students will be available to fill up a first grade college, not to 
speak of Calcutta or Dacca or Noakhali. With these words I oppose the 
resolution. We have got many important matters for which funds are 
wanted and we ¢annot at present take up such-an useless question as this.” 


_ 'Tho.Hon’ble Sir) Henry Werner said :-— 

“Sir, the remarks of the Hon'ble Member who has just. spoken relieve 
me from the obligation of replying to-this resolution at’any length, and I do 
not now propose to undertake an oXamination of the Unani system of 
seidieine ; but I. would like to draw:the attention of the Council to a remark 
which I read in our papers ‘eounected with this resolution which struck 
me, though a non-medical man, ‘as eminently sound. This Svas a comment 
by Surgeon-General Edwards, who has just left us, ating the use of 
the word ‘system’ in connection with this question, : 

_ ‘Phere are really no separate systems Waddie hl eee 
art of medicine should kno: no boundaries, We do not want one medical 
system for India, another for China, a third for France and's0 on 5 what we 
want is one school teaching and assimilating the best from all over the world. 
in the light of the discussion today we might, oqually say that’ we do 
not’ want one system for Hindus, another for Muh madans, and a third for 

8. nil ‘ , 
ST ais atealicr therefore, tedaces itself to one a edical education. The 
medical education which is at, prosent being impa in Bengal is.on lines 
“which, I think, commend themselves to all of ns. far as a sound know- 
edge of “surgery, anatomy, physiology, pathol d midwifery is at the 
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basis of any system which is designed to relieve human bodily ills, we are 
probably all agreed that we are proceeding on sound lines,, Whatever may 
haye been the case in the past, instruction in the two indigenous systems of 
Unani and Ayurvedic medicine does not now prevail to any extent in Bengal. 
If, therefore, we divert our energies to an attempt to resuscitate these anciant 
teachings, we necessarily detract from the possibilitios of improving the 
existing methods, and even in the course of this financial debate, we find 
that there are unsatisfied demands for improvements in different directions in 
our present medical institutions, 

The Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem has mentioned another point, viz., 
that thore are possibilities of this matter being tackled at Delhi, and I would 
refer the Council to an answer which was given at: the Imperial Legislative 
Gouncil on the 18th of February last, in which it was “stfited that the 
Government of India had under ‘consideration the question whether it was 
possible to place the Unani aud Ayurvedic systems on a scientific footing and 
whether it, would be possible to increase their usefulness ; the Government 
of India were then awaiting a representation from the All-India Ayurvedic 
Conference. 

In the light of these facts, I think the Council will be well ad¥ised to 
wait and see what. might result from this development, while should the 
Universities Commission touch on the point their recommondations will 
necessarily recoive the careful consideration of the local Government. 

In these circumstances, I do not propose to deal at length with the 
suggestion as to the sources from which the money is to be found for the 
purpose contemplated by the resolution, though in so far as the diversion of 
funds indicated is likely to prejudice the industrial development of the pro- 
vinge, it is scareely likely. to commend itself to those who desire, more rapid 
progress in that direction. ’ 


The Hon'ble Maunyr A. K. Faza-ut-Hag said :— 


“My Lord, the ‘attitude taken up by my Hon'ble friend Maulvi Abul 
Kasem ha been ‘the most unkindest-cut of all’. If he had told me that he 
‘was going to oppose it I would not have moved the resolution at all, After 
hearing Sir Henry Wheeler, I beg to withdraw my resolution. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 
* * 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XLIV. 


The Hon'ble Banu Surgnpra Nata Ray moved the following Resolution :— 
‘This Council recommends to the Governor in Counsil that— 


(a) neoviaios be made for making an annual contribution. of Rs. 9,000 
ring and an initial non-recurring apes of Rs. 9,000 to the 
Astanga Ayurvedic College of Calcutta? and 


(b) the same be met by reducing the amount = in the Budget 





under the head Caléutta Collectorate. (Offies) Tron Rs. 52,776 
to Rs. 42,800 and from the item of 15,000. for taxi eab 
stand on the maidan. Bae 
He said :— if 
“My Lord, from Ed days of + Warren Hastings Sanskrit learning ve 


received an impetus at t®! hands of the British Government. Sincere love 
and regard for the ancie¥t , learanale of India by men like Sir William Jones 
and Professor Max Miipgr have prea Ae the Bnowlodup: of the East to the 
doors of the West. As Ney been said by Profes: hton nearly a cen! 

ago a course of events, ralleled in. the Br fad ‘lay 
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among the subjects of the British Empire, a people renowned from the 
remotest antiquity for wisdom, civilisation and steadfast adherence to their 
peculiar religious opinions. That the Indians had not only a literature but 
mathematics and science of a high order is admitted (on all hands. [t must 
also be admitted that we owe the revival of our ancient learning to the 
patronage ofthe British Government and love of learning of some of the 
sayants of the West. Sanskrit poetry and drama, philosophy and logic have 
received very great encouragement from the British Government. Tho 
» Sanskrit Colleges in Calcutta, Navadwip or at Benares, the stipends paid to 
the pandits of Bengal and the holding of an annual title examination in Sans- 
krit all testify to Government support. But Hindu science, specially medical 
science, has not unfortunately received its fair share of support and patronage 
from’ Government. ‘Time, however, las come when Government ought to 
encourage Indian medical science, specially when pecple themselves have been 
> taking a keen interest not only in its revival but in shaping it according to 
modern ideas and methods. From a very long time Government have beon 
patronising Indian drugs and have been insisting upon the use of indigenous 
herbs and vegetables prescribed by the Ayurvedic system of medicine in all 
medical institutions, in outdoor dispensaries and in hospitals. In fact. Govern- 
ment have prepared a list containing the names of Indian herbs with direc- 
tions for their use and which aré used asa guide to the medical officers in 
charge of these dispensaries. But unfortunately Government have done so 
without, at the same time, properly studying tho Indian system of medicine or 
the therapeutical value of these medicines. Allopathic Doctors have made 
weparations of Indian drugs, such as Neem, Chirata, Anantmul and have 
eon selling their preparations by thousands. Why, tho best allopathic 
*/ Doctors of this Presidency have been using a well-known medicine of the 
_ Ayurvedié system known as makaradhay, generally in cases of typhoid and 
low fever. thus admitting the efficacy of Indian drugs and Indian system of 
{> medicine: Wo have, no.doubt, been taught in Western learning from our 
- boyhood, but: we aie believers in the indigenous system of medicine, as the 
¥- best suited for Indian climate and conditions and suited to our own constitu 
tion; as a matter of fact people from the highest to the lowest avail them- 
selves of Kayiraji medicines. 


Your.Lordship was pleased to'make the following remarks at the last. 
Convocation of the Calcutta University : ‘What did surprise me was to 
learn that up tothe B.A. degree Indian philosophy finds no place in the 
curriculum. It is Western philosophy only that is taught and it is only 
those who proceed with thoir studies beyond the B.A. decree who receive at 
the hands of their University a draught from those springs of profound 
hilosophic thought which haye welled up in such rich measure from the 
intellectual soil of their own country. Frankly that strikes me as a stupen- 
dousanomaly......’. Your Lorpship further remarked ; ‘I shoul ve expocted 

- to find the deep thought, of India, which has sprung from tif genius of the 
le themselves being discussed and taught in the normal course of an 
Indian University, and tho speculations and systems of other people from 
other lands introduced to the students at a later stage after he has obtained 
a comprehensive view of the philosophic wisdom of his own country.’ It will 

- be perhaps a surprise to Your Lordship to hear that most of the phyricians 
who come oui of the Government Medical Colleges do not know anything 
about the Hindu system of medicine—of the ie works of Sasruta and 

a 





‘Charaka though thére is ample evidence to show thadfthe 'rst principles of 
the science of medicine were originally proached ing§rabia by Indian physi- 
cians and Professors and that the Charaka and Sasruta: were translated into 
the Arabic . Dr. Wise in his h’story of medicigps says : * With some 
hints fromthe Egyptians, the Grecians were the @Aginators of both the 
medical science and art of Europe, A moro exten nowledge of history 
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proves that this is not correct, their own most ancient records proving that 
they obtained much of their knowledge from a mysterious nation of the East, 
which we have proved was the Hindu, among whom the arts and sciences 
were succesfully cultivated, and whose great progress in medicine attracted 
attention, and was communicated through the Egyptian priesthood to the 
philosophers of Greece. After perusing a translation of. * Charaka Sanhita’ 
Dr. Clarke of Philadelphia observed ; ‘If the physicians of the present. day 
would drop from the pharmacopeia all the modern drugs and chemicals and. 
treat their patients according to the methods of Charaka there will be less 
work for the undertakers and fewer chronic invalids in the world.’ 


Hindu aystem of medicine known as the Ayurvedic system flourished 
some centuries before the birth of Christ under the auspices of Hindu kings. 
Various have been the causes owing to which everything remained at a 
standstill for more than one thousand years. There was no support, no 
encouragement from the Government of the day, In fact davk days inter- 
yened, without hope, without light. As a consequence there was no progress. 
Moreover, on account of the innate conservatism of the Hindu race there was 
no experiment or observation and truths remained neglected. Hindu 
chemistry, Hindu botany, Hindu materia medica might have been ahead of 
those sciences in the West at one time, but it is not so now, and it is absolutely 
necessary that they should be resuscitated according to the high standard of 
scientific knowledge now prevailing. The rust which has accumulated must 
be brushed away and proper steps should be taken to make the system as 
efficient as possible. The Government have been doing a’great deal for the 
encouragement of the Western method, | mean tho allopathie mode of medical 
treatment in this country. It was in 1913 that it was. olicited. by the 
questions put by me in this Couneil that out of nearly 500 applicants 
for admission in the Calcutta Medical College every -year, only one-fourth 
of the candidates got admission and the applications of nearly three-fourths | 
of, the candidates were rejected. Through the exertion of my Hon'ble | 
friend Dr. Nilratan Sarkar and a few others supported by Lord Carmichael 
and the late lamented Sir Parde Lukis the Belgachia Medical College is now 
an accomplished fact, and Government have contributed and have made 
adequate provision for the upkeep of the College. This I, think, has also 
been done with other medical schools of the Presidency. It is, therefore, 
meet and proper that Government should encourage the indigenous medical 
school of this country. . 


I am fully alive to the fact that at the present time Ayurveda, the 
Hindu system of medicine and surgery, has ceased to be cultivated) as a 
sciénce and the result has been that the system has, more or less, degenerated 
into empirici: Anatomy, surgery and pathology ‘which require systematic 
observation at oxperiment for. their development have made no progress, 
and the orth Hindu physicians are unfortunately ignorant of many of ‘the 
great truths diseovered by the latter-day physicians of the West. It was 
neéessary even for the conservative Hindu physicians to march with the 
times and not to lag behind, An Ayurvedic College has been established 
in Caleutta by some of the competent Kayirajes of the Presidency, afew of ° 
whom are also passed graduates of the Caleahte Medical College. The 
object of the institution is the cultivation of the science of medicine as. was 
taught in ancient India, with all the advantages and accessories derivable 
from; modern. science. i Professors will each be in charge of a: special 








subject and will teac) his own selected branch, both theoretically and 
practically. Thus we shall have different instructors in chemistry, physics, 
botany, iology, @gatomy, medicine, surgery aud midwifery.  Sargeon- 
General Edwards, wh ited this institution abont a year and a half ago, 
along with the Hon’bl Beatson Bell, whom Tam glad to see here to-day, 
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enn na to make the following remarks with reference to this institu- 


ST visited this school with the Hon’ble Mr. Beaison Bell and w. 
ilarsied ia what I eaw. Tt isa beginning which will, I hacinetee pat 

Kaviraj Jamini Bhushan Roy believes in a thorough p eliminary 
-on the Western lines. He would teach all that the Wast known and addeto 
that the knowledge of the East. This sooms very sound method of chit 
tion, He says that in the old days there were regular schools, teaching all 
He was known in the intellectual. world, whether East or West did ape 
matter, and he would like to see this state of affairs again reproduced. He 
Himself has had a splendid education and is Becholor Sf Medicine of the 
Caleutta University as well as a great Kaviraj Doctor.’ 

‘The College imparts scientific and systematic teaching. both theorotical 
and practical, in all the eight branches of the Ayurveda, at the same timo 
it endeavours to combine secular with the moral and religious training of 
the students in conformity with the past traditions of the country. The 
College is divided into two separate dopartments, viz., the Sanskrit 
Department and the Vernacular Department. The ‘courses of. study for 
both the departments are the same and the only difference is that in the 
‘Vernacular Department toaching is imparted in Bongali and Hindi, For 
tudonts in the Sanskrit Department the course of. study covers a period of 
five years, of which four years are devoted to the study of the general 
college course and one. year to higher study of the philosophical portion of 

. Ayurveda with practical work meant for advanced students. The course of 
~ shady for students indlude anatomy, physiology, materia medica, chemistry, 
Totany, pathology. sargery, midwifery, diseases of the eye, oar, throat. 
hygiene, ko, ‘The College has a free outdoor, dispensary attached to.it with 
the medical and surgical departments. The college is provided. with 
& (1) a chemical laboratory, (2)-a museum for matoria medica and pharmacy, 
(3) an ‘anatomical museum, (4) a'collection of surgical instruments for demons- 
tration and operation,, (5), a pathological museum. (6). a. herbarium and 
(7) alibrary. With a view to promote the cause of Ayurveda study the College 
authorities have started a monthly medical joarnal which deals with subjects, 
Which are of special interest. to the students of Ayurveda and. in which a 
systematic attempt is made to popularise the laws of sanitation and hygiene 
for the prevention of diseases... ‘An indoor hospital; will be attached to the 
» College as soon funds would be available for the purpose. For the present 
clinical training is imparted to the students at the Marwari Hindu Hospital. 
Tho present number of regular students on the rolls is 56. Besides there 
are fre casual students, In accordance with the time-honoured custom, of 
‘the country the College authorities have'to bear the boarding and lodging 
expenses of the poor deserving students and provide for their free tuition. 
“Those who take admission ‘in the Sanskrit Department + have passed 
the Government Title Examination or must satisly the PrMcipal that they 
possess sufficient: knowledge ‘of Sanskrit, to. be able to read and understand 





‘the Ayurvedic literature. in Sanskrit, For’ those who join the Vernacular 
Department a sound knowledge ‘of vernacular language is always essential. 
“A fair knowledge of English too js always recommended. No student is, 
however, admitted to the College in any department unless he successfully 
passes a preliminary test held by the College authorities. 7 

‘An institution such. as this deserves support if: Government. A start 








- 2hue been ‘made by. private, enterprise and it ‘oves the Government to 
_ foster and, encourage it ‘by all means. 1 would, @erefore, propose that for 
the present a: monthly grant of Rs. 750 be given by Government to aid this 
oe tion in its noble. and:a sum of Rs. 9,000 gg a contribution for the 

proper aguipment, ete, ‘o monthly .expenditygy is more than Rs. 1,000. 
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It will be money well spent indeed. But while I askYour Lordship's Govern- 
ment to support. this institution, I also ask if the Government so desire they 
can appoint members on the Committee of the Institution to look after its 
affairs. I would like that the Surgedn-General of the Government should 
havo a voice in the management of its aftairs. . 

Suggestion has been made that the students of the Campbell Medical 
School in Calcutta may be taught as an optional subject Sasruta and 
Charaka—the two well-known works on Hindw medical science. T have 
discussed this matter with some of the members of the Ayurvedic Institute. 
Their objection is that the Hindu system or Hiudu'school of medicine would 
then lose its individuality and: be merged ‘in the allopathic system of 
medicine. It is necessary that the Ayurvedic system should flourish as an 
independent system, Tho Government has partially recognised this for the 
title of Vaidyaratna ‘was founded by the Government of India in 1911 for 
sthe purpose of recognising the services of Hindu physicians of eminence who 
practise the Ayurvedic system of medicine. I have been informed that 
there is an Ayurvedic institution attached to the Dyanund Anglo Vedie College 
in the Punjab. It is under the Punjab University and the expenses are 
defrayed by Government. The Government of Bihar and Orissa have given 
tho assurance that at the Sanskrit College tobe established at Puri and 
Muzaffarpur, Ayurveda will be included as a subject of study. 

Next as to the ways and means. From the financial statement we come 
to learn for the first time that in future the Collectorship of Excise: in 
Calcutta will Le filled up by 2 member of the Indian Civil Service holding 
thé position of a second grade District Magistrate. The Collectorship of 
Calcutta has been held at least for the last twenty-five years by a member 
of the Provincial Executive Service and generally by an Indian. (I knew 
Rai Bahadur Durga Gati Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Chandra Narain Singh, 
Mr. Babonau, Rai Bahadur Banshidhar Banerjee, Mahananda Gupta, Rai 
Bahadur Jamini Mchon Dass. All of them held the appointment and 
Babu Nrityananda Bhur is the present holder of the post.. Except in one 
Single instance [ think theso officers have discharged thoir duties honestly, 
conscientiously and without a stain on their character. For the last twenty- - 
five years that they have successfully held the office the work, I think, has 
gone on smoothly. It is, therefore, surprising to ‘sce that provision has been 
made for a second grade District Magistrate as Collector of Calcutta. In 
those days when the question of the wider employment of Indians -in offiees 
of trust and responsibility has boon engaging the attention of the Govern- 
ment we are generally sorry to see that a post held for more than a quarter 
of a century by Indians and by a member of the Provincial Executive 
Service should be taken away from them. One would like to know if it is 
not a fact that about three years ago an attempt Was made to give it to an 
European gentleman though a member of the Provincial Executive Service, 
but ‘that it could not be given to him because he was junior in service. I 
move that HO aa system of appointing Indian members of the Provincial 
Executive Seryi¥e on the present salary be continued and the proposal for 
the appointment of a District Magistrate of the secotid grade as Excise 
Collector of Caleutta with a higher salary be rejected and that the amount 
budgetted for the latter proposed appointment in excess of the present salary 
be given as a contribution to the Ayurvedic College. . . 

"Tt further appears that an increase of Re, 9,000 has been made under the_ 
expenditure heading of Income ‘Tax and. wo find in the column of remarks 
Budget, provides for the appointment-of an Indian: Civil Service Officer as 
Collector with conveyancf allowance and for the additi establishment 
sanetioned for incréase o&work. We are read: to concede that conveyance 
allowayce and additional establishment for increase of work and consequent 
increase of expenses w@id be necessary in this head. But why appoint a 








member-of the Indian Service to the post.” - . 
fen 
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The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wueexer said :— 


“Sir, there is no intention of appointing a member of the Indian Civil 
Gaby Mis post of Collector of Incsine Tas: Caleta’ ne nan Oval 


The Hon'ble Banu Surenpra Natu Ray continuing said — 


“My Lord, I shall show it to the Hon’ble Member later on. 

Ican very well understand that the officer henceforth will have to do 
more with the European mercantile firms than has hitherto been the case, 
but I think experienced and trusted members of the Provincial Executive 
Service will be able to carry on the work officiently. If, however, for the 
present and in order to make preliminary arrangements about super-tax, etc., 
it is necessary to have a member of the Indian Civil Service to fill up the 
appointment, I would propose that the intitial grant of Rs. 9,000 for equip-- 
ment ete., for the Ayurvedic Institution be met from the proposed grant of 
Rs. 15,000 for a taxi cab stand on the maidan. It is the duty’of the 
Corporation of Calcutta to make provision for such stands and not of the 
Government.” ; : 


The Hon’ble Dr. Ninratan Sarkar said :— 


“My Lord, I confess that it is with some amount of nervousness that [ 
rise to oppose ‘my Hon'ble friend. In considering our relation. with the 
indigenous system of medicine we are confronted with two important ques- 
tions—(1) whether it is possible to rehabilitate the indigenous system of medi- 
cine with the ideas of modern sciences and (2) how far we can gradually and 
rightly introduce. truths and theory found in the Eastern sciences into our 
curriculum of studies of the medical schools. My Lord, as regards the latter, 
that is, introducing these subjects into our curricula, we have to look at 
matters from two points of view, one is primarily historical and the other is 
primarily scientific. From the historical point of view, all the accumulated 
wisdom of the races which has culminated in différent kinds of art has 
their roots in some instincts, and in the case of the heoling art these 
instincts—hygienic, sanitary or modicinals—have their roots deep in the 
depth of the pre-historic times. This is common with many other biological 
and sociological instincts. My Lord, all these have root in the instincts of 
the past. Our ancestors did not exactly stop at these instincts and they 


advanced to empirical recipes in the first “place based upon extensive 


observation of generations. These empiricisms are the empiricisms of a pre- 
scientific era. Then, they further proceeded by metbodical observation to 
inductions and classifications mixed, of course, with inevitable errors and 
superstitions ; and next there came an era of hypothesis and speculation 
embodied in comprehonsive sutras, that is enunciations, each of which covers 
with formal precision a vast assemblage of observation of facts. Thus a stage 
of professional science was reached. This is all that I cay claim for the 
splendid system of therapeutics that was brought into effionce by _ our 
ancestors afid no more. bdispute the claim of such a system to positive 
science, because it i8 wanting in that precision of a quantitative measuro- 
ment and that experimental verification based upon quantitative measure- 
ment which is the essence of all science. ‘This is the important element that 
is wanting in this, but, My Lord, the professional sciencé of the individual 
school has done yeomen’s service in the past in helping to cultivate medical 
and therapeutical resources of India in Indian climate and under Indian 
enyironments; that is to say, in relation to the digeases that prevailed in 
India in former times. ‘Thus, a system of -therapoutiAs-was built up and it 
is my hope that these precious heirloom of ours wil not be allowed to be 

in the obstinate Western system on the one hand and in the obscurity 
‘and credulity of the East on the other, and thus be logo, us for ever. Butt 
‘believe that in course of time much of the truth g™At is contained in this 


oa TRE Nae 
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system will be incorporated in the curriculum of our students ; but in order 
to do.that a good deal of, preliminary research work will have to be done to 
separate a large mass oi dross from the pure gold that is there. :I. believe 
it is a mere conviction with me that the future therapeuties of the world is 
neither’a Western therapeutics as is now in use, nor the Eastern therapeutics 
as it has existed for the last.2,000 years or so, but it will be an universal 
therapeutics which is to come in which the Eastern, Western and many more 
will have their part in the contributions. J would, therefore, whole hearted- 
ly support my friend for a scientific study of the indigenous system, of 
medicine, but such a study can be conducted only in the light of facts of 
modern allopathy, modern chemistry, modern physiology, modern biology 
and modern pathology, and I may also say of the principles of modern surgery 
and medicine. Therefore, I fail to understand what mye friend meats~ by 
individual system of medicine ; individuality in any science-may mean an 
aloofness and therefore those which necessarily means restrictions which 
may be based upon biaa or prejudice or something else, It. would be un- 
desirable, therefore, from my point of view, to have a separate school for 
teaching Ayurvedic or Unani system of medicine or for the matter of that 
for the teaching of Ayurvedic medicine, and even though it is assured that 
in the study of Ayurvedic medicine subjects, such as anatomy, physiology, 
ete., will be introduced there. It would be undesirable therefore. to leave 
scientific institutions to those whose methods cannot be resolutionised and 
made froe from bias or prejudice.’ What I object to ia this : Thoso institutions 
will be unable to raise their voice against the principle of medimval authority. 
When they plead for individuality they take their stand’ upon that, principle 
of authority, that has no place in science. 


I submit that the analogy between pleaders and muktears, Aurvedic 
and Unani schools does not hold good. This is a proposal for practical 
recognition of a professional school in that help means recognition. Before 
extending help to a medical institution Government has hitherto 
considered several questions ; for instance the preliminary qualifications. 
the course of study and the arrangements for teaching and many questions 
that do not arise in connection with a non-professional school. 
These questions will have to be considered before anything can be 
decided I would cordially support a proposal fora school where Ayurvedic 
and Unani system of medicine might be taught -to passed students of 
medical schools. I would also appreciate an attempt to start an Ayurvedic 
and Unani school in connection with the existing system of schools—that is . 
a sort of mixed school—but to attempt to build a scientific Ayurvedic school 
apart from a medical school would be doomed to failuve so far as I ean see. 
If it is conceded that anatomy, physiology and chemistry are to. be taught 
tothe students, then why object to Western materia medica, therapeutics, 
biology and pathology, including Western surgery and Western medicine, and _ 
if the orale 4 of these subjects be admitted then an ordinary medical . 
school with a Ghair or two for the Ayurvedic therapetitics and some beds in a 
part of the hospital, where some persons may be treated according to the 
Ayarvedic system, would serve the purpose ; and that would be a mixed - 
school and not a pure Ayurvedic school. With these words, My Lord, I 
protest against the resolution that has been moved by my friend, the Hon'ble 
Babu Surendra Nath Ray.” 4 


The Hon'ble Mavivi ‘fe Fazi-ut-Hag said — r : 


“My Lord, I riso tf say a few words not. only ‘because I wish to give 

my wWhole-hearted sup) to my Hon'ble friend Babu Surendra Nath Ray 

- to whom, as I have said, I was indebted for the idea of moving the’ previous 

resolution, but also@pcause I wish to take the earliest opportunity of 

repudiating the insingon contained in the speech of my Hon'ble friénd 
we pine * 














Mr, Arun Chandra Singha ; Maulvi Abu Kasem; Sir Henry Wheeler. 


-Maulvi Abul Kasom that I was induced to move my resolution in a spirit of 
hostility to the Hindu members of the Council. What I thought ok that 
‘the time had come when wo might well ask Government to, divert portion 
of the Pyovineial reyenues to the practical study and research of the indige- 
~ nous systems of medicine, On the merits of the case I do not think 1 need 
say much, after the elaborate discourse of my Hon'ble friend. It may be 
fairly. said that he has exhausted all that could be said in support of the 
resolution. 1, therefore, weuld not take up the time of the Council, but only 
Hon that I heartily support the resolution, There are no such difficulties in 


way of Government accepting this resolution as there were in mine, 
. Here. we have already an institution in working order. In this view of the 
matter I think my friend. the Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray, has made 
. out a. much stronger case than I could claim to have made. out regarding the 
Unani system. if - 
‘The Hon'ble Mr. Anvx Cmanpna Sinaua said :— 
“ My Lord, I'beg to support the resolution. The object of this Ayurvedic 
institution is to revive and modernise an ‘ancient Indian science, which has 
a following amongst a very large percentage of our countrymen. The 
conductors of the institution have maintained it with the greatest. difficulty 
up to this, and they are now appealing to the Government for assistance to 
enable them to keep the school alive and make it possible for them to attain 
the ideal which they have sev before them, of so remodelling the Ayurvedic 
System of medicine, a systom which is best suited to the people of the country 
by its origin: and environment, on the ‘basis of modern discoveries and con- 
ceptions, as to render it capable of completely fulfilling the functions which © 
are expected of such a scionce. 
T trust tho appeal will not be in vain, and the Government will see its 
way in accepting the resolution. 
“Phe Hon’ble Mauuvi Anot Kasem said :— 
“My Lord, T find that several members are supporting this resolation, 
bur Tam sorry to say that on this occasion also T find myself in the opposite 
comp. ‘After an elaborate statement made by my Hon'ble friend Dr. Nilratan 
rkar, I think my friend, the: Mover, will be well advised to withdraw his 
resolution. I cannot, of course, speak with any authority. on this or that system 
of medicine, and although 1 may have a great admiration for the indigenous 
system, as a tax-payer T object to our money being spent -at the present 
moment on objects like this, however noble they may be. For the last two 
days we have been crying ourselves hoarse on the questions of Police and the 
‘partition ‘of Midnapore and Mymensingh, and if the partition of Midnapore 
: wait for two or three years, 1 think this Ayurvedic Medical School may 
’ dan wait till the end of the war. I hope, My Lord, the resolution will not be 
- accepted, because at present we can ill, afford to direct the Provincial 
_- revenne towards such purposes. . ‘i 
‘The Hon'ble Sm Henny Waerver said. :-— i 
“Sir, I should b& content to, refrain from reply after the admirable 
ch made by the Hon'ble Dr. Nilratan Sircar, who speaks with profes- 
"kno wlode 
1 sh 










01 “to which T obviously cannot lay claim, but it is necessary ” 

i ‘oald briefly indicate the attitude of Government in this matter. 
qealows from what I have said in reference to the previous resolution 
that we should judge this proposal, primarily, by the criterion whether 
it is likely to improve medical education as now imparted in Bengal, and 











ay bognd “to say that fro ch information jas we have been able to 
; “doubtful whether that result would q@sue, 
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+ Sin Henry’ Wheeler: 


hospitals, as we understand it. Under the traditional kabiraji system, 
kabirajes of standing attract around themselves a number of pupils’ whom 
they maintain and educate, free of board and lodging, combining medical 
teaching with instruction in Sanskrit and aldo, as | gather, with moral and 
religious education, At the’ same time, they impart a knowledge’ of ‘the 
preparation of drugs. I am told that no particular courses of instruction 
are prescribed ; certain text-books are used in association with’the teaching 
of the kabiraj, but the system is generally dependent on the teacher's 
own methods of instraction. There is no particular fixed period for a 
complete course of study, but it generally ‘extends to 4 or 5 years, after 
which the preceptor gives his own cértificate to the pupil, though no special 
tests and no special form of certificate are prescribed. ‘That is, understand, 
an outline of the present system, and, as I say, it scarcely lends itself ‘to 
the machinery of schools and colleges as we know it. 4 * 

In the second place, in respect, of ;the kabiraji treatment, there is 
another difficulty, and that is that.there is a cleavage of opinion between the 
orthodox and the, more advanced as to what is expedient. The orthodox 
practitioner is apparently of opinion that a course of combined instruction on 
indigenous and Wostera lines, which tothe outside world would seem*bene- 
ficial both for the Ayurvedic system and the bettor equipment of the practi- 
tioner, will not proye successful. quote from a.report of a few years ago 

*The* true Ayurvedic pratitioner maintains that any assistance. from 
Government in aid of schools of this kind will not advance Ayurvedic 
practice, and that if Government desires to revive and encourage the system, it 
must be on orthodox lines, The kabiraj must be trained as a kabiraj pure 
and simple: no advantage would be gained by imparting instruction in» 
Western science. The people have more confiderice in the true kabiraj who , 
practices quietly without ostentation than in the practitioner who has Super- 
‘tmposed onan education on Western lines a -courso of instruction, in 
Ayurvedic medicine.’ 

That, Sir, seems 'to me to’be another particular’ reason for proceeding 
cautiously, Lakes 

In the light of these facts)! and ifthese obstacles do exist, are’ we swell 
advised in diverting from ‘the metical education that we now. impart funds 
whieh‘can be well applied to it in favour of an untried experiment which 
does present obvious difficulties ? ‘Tn so far as the fundamental elements of 
medicine require a knowledge of the human body and so-on, the Ayurvedic 
system is perhaps admittedly defective, and I think we are all agreed that 
in these directions instruction is. already being given’ ag efficiently as is 
possible. f / * a 

As regards the mattér of the spécial drags which’ are used. by 
Ayurvedic pfactitioners and with which Western practitioners are probably 
less acquainted, it was the intention and hope of this Government; had, it not 
‘been for the war, to have directed an enquiry, somewhat on the lines which 
the Hon'ble DiSQNilratan Sirear sugzests, into the value of these: 
with the idea of preparing an indigenous pharmacopema and ascertaining. the 
true value of these remedies judged in the light of Western science, After 
the war, we hope thai intention may be revived, and as I have already 
mentioned in conneetion with the previous resolution, the Government of 
India aro evidently contemplating the possibility of some advance on central 
a8 opposed to provincial lines. "Those. therefore, seem to be adequate general _ 
arguments for not acvepting the resolution, Hs Espoo 

Coming to the particplar case of the institution to which 
asked to give assistance it is true, that in Fel 
an application forvhalp, Wd i 
on the. 
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Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 


“not altogether bear out the contention that, whateyer their enthusiastic © 


ideals may, be, they have yet succeeded in entirely redlising them. I do not 
wish to read the report on the jnstitution in full, but I may tell the Council 
generally that it is not a favourable one. Tho Surgeon-General was not 
favourably impressed with the standard of equipment, building or anything 
else ; and, in fact, he left with a conviction that what was being done was not 
likely to proiuce a class of students with a qualification superior to that of a 
compounder or dresser. Thorefore, Sir, while we all recognise the keen 
enthusiasm of the gentleman who is in charge, he has got to doa great deal 
before his ambitions can bo fully realised. The actual figures of Rs. 9,000 
recurring and Rs. 9.000 non-recurring which we are asked to give are equally 
rather unintelligible; from the available statements of the expenses of the 
institution it appears that their monthly expenses ‘are Rs, 450, and a 
recutring grant of Rs. 9,000 would therefore practically finance the whole 
institution, which certainly in a matter of this kind would be unusual, while 
we are not told to what the non-recurring grant is to be devoted or to’ what 
extent it is to be supplemented from other sources. Both on general 
and particular grounds, therefore, I regret that I cannot recommend the 
acceptance ‘of this resolution, but. the report to which T have referred was 
received while the Budget was under preparation. and 1 haye not had 
time to-consider it fully, much less to put it up to my Hon'ble Colleagues. 
T hope to be able to have an opportunity of personally visiting the school 
myself, and I shall certainly be glad todo so, but in order to avoid a false 
impression, I should add that I doubt whether the results are likely to be such 
as the authorities of the school desire. i 


So much, Sir, for the resolution itself. I would now refer to the source 
from which it is suggested that the expenditure should be found, especially 
since, when the Hon’ble Mover was speaking, [ said that it was not our 
intention to appoint a member of the Indian Civil Service to the post of Collec- 

* tor of Income Tax, Calcutta. I now find that our own.papers haye misled the 

Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. Mr. Donald has just drawn my attention 

to. the schedule annexed, to the Revised Financial Statement where our 

office, on sits own, motion, has noted that, we meant to appoint a member 

of the Indian Civil Service to. that post. The office yas entirely misled ; 

there is no proposal of this kind, I do not regard a member of the Indian 

Civil Service as suitable for that post and have no intention of recommending 

} such a selection. ‘I apologise to thé Hon'ble Member for, haying led him 

astray. Our Budget. is prepared amid great pressure of work, and our office 
has made a mistake.” 


‘The Hon'ble Rar Rapwa Ciaran Par Bauapur said — 


© My: Lord, I rise to support the resolution moved by my friend, the 
> Hon'ble’ Baba Surendra Nath Ray. Tt is admitted on all ands thac the 
institution is not in a proper financial condition, It is the oy institution of 
its kind, and it has not nfet with that encouragement which it deserves. Of 
"course it cannot get’ any support from the other branches of the profession. 
‘generally speaking. But if the Government, comes to its help and lends it 
some sort of financial support; Iam sure, that it will develop, into a very use- 
ful institution. Tn reading the observations of some of the most distinguished 
members of our community, I find that Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee ye Aa 
study of the indigenous system of medicine which has successfully main 
tained its ground against’ formidable rivals, will Yonvince any impartial 
critic that its basis was scientific and not empirical ; Je cannot ponseatertty 

~ Giford to ignore a system which embodies the result® of, the observation an 
2 of the acutest intellects of India for ages, The right course to 
not to treat it as a dead systém incapable 4 further development 
ster its growth as a progressive science,’ MM understand that this 
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Resolution. 
Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 


‘1 was greatly interested in all I saw, there being indications on all sides 
of a serious and earnest endeavour to impart, to the students the principles 
both of Ayurvedic and Western medicine. This I consider a step in the 
right direction ; for, though many speak slightly of the empirical nature of 
the former, there is not the least doubt that we have much to tearn from it. 
There are a great many indigenous drugs which are of extreme utility, but 
are little known to the students of Westorn medicine, as they are not taught 
in the various modical schools ; these are being largely employed here, and 
among the many interesting and useful collections T saw, was one of growing 
plants, most of which were familiar to me as useful medicinally, and each one 
was labelled with the vernacular as well as the botanical name, 

The anatomical room was well supplied with models and drawings, 
the materia modi¢a room with a large and very varied collection of drugs, 
organic and inorganic, and there was also a fair collection of surgical 
instruments, ‘ 

The staff is excellently strong, and as all the members are imbued with 
a love of their work and a strong determination to overcome all obstacles, the 
success of the institution is assured. 

Tam in absolute sympathy with this College, for it meets a distinct 
want. The materia medica of the drugs indigenous to Bengal has been 
surprisingly neglected of late, though workers in the past, the last of whom 
was Dymock, of revered memory, did a great deal in that direction. 

‘The modern Kaviraj, with his wealth of empirical knowledge, «improved 
by being taught anatomy and physiology, medicine and. surgery,.will be 
amply equipped to practise the science and art of the profession ; and 1 ywigh 
the infant institution every success, whilo heartily congratulating Kaviraj 
Jaminibhushan and his keen-and intelligent associates on the guecess they 
have alroady attained.’ 

From all this Your Lordship will soe that this institution has been appre- 
ciated by mon like Surgeon-General Kdwards and Col. Brown and also by 
a host of other medical men whose names I need not mention here. In these 
circumstances I hope Your Excellency’s Goyernment will make some 
contribution to this very useful institution.” : 

Tho resolution was then put and lost. 


























APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XLV, 


The Hon'ble 
following Resolution 
‘This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 
(a) asum of Rs. 5,000 be set apart as a contribution towards the 
Building Fund of the Mahakali Pathsala, Calcutta yand 
() the said sum be taken out of the grant of Rs. 23,29,0g9 set: apart as 
“ Grants-in-aigl ” under * 22—Education.”” 


Rat Mauenpra Onanpra Mirra Banapur moved the 

















He said :— ‘ 

“My Lord, the resolution I beg to move has a special interest for us, 
Hindus of the Province. The Mahakali Pathsala is the only institution of the 
kind, Its utility cannot be gainsaid and has been admitted by those who 
have taken care to study the system followed in it. We want @ special 
system of education suited to the requirements for gur girls whose destiny 
is the home and not the market place to compete wih men in professtons 
and trades. i . , 

My Lord, Iwas exceodingly delighted to go through Your Excelloney’s 
valuable address, delivered at the last University Qonvocation, specially. 
the portion to our students of philosophy encouragigglthem to study Hindu 


philosophy, logie, ete. 


604 THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, APRIL 17, 1918. [Part TVA- 























ee = 


, Resolution. 
Mr. Wordsworth; Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 


_ Successive Lieutenant-Governors of Bengal, the Hon'ble the Shief 
Justice and other Judges of the High Court, Calcutta, H. B. Lady Curzon, 
Lady Fraser, H. E, Countess of Minto, the Maharaja Bahadur ef Darbhanga 
and the Hon'ble Maharajadhiraj Bahadur of Burdwan, ete.. ete.; all presided 
at the distrilution of prizes to the girls ofthe Mahakali Pathsala and they 
were all pleased with the institution. 

Tam glad ito learn that provision has been made in the Budget for 
Rs. 75,000 by Your Excellency’s Council, in connection with the  improve- 
ments of buildings of the Vidyamoyee Girls’ School, Mymensingh. T propose 
that a modest sum of Rs. 5,000 be given out of the ‘ Grants-in-aid ’ of 
Rs. 28,29,000 to the Mahakali Pathsala (Caleutta) for girls only towards its 
building fund, for which a sum of Rs. 10,000 has already been collected from 
the patrons and other well-wishers of this institution, including the Hon’ble 
Maharajadhiraj Bahadut of Burdwan. 

My Lord, with those remarks, I beg to move tho resolution and I’ hope 
and trust that it will be accopted by your Excellency’s Council.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Worpsworti said :— 


“My Lord, with a slight variation of figure this resolution is a repetition 
of what was moved last year, and.on behalf of the Government, I can reply 
only with a repetition of what the Hon'ble Mr. Hornoll then stated. This 
school is well acquainted with the ordinary channel through which Govern- 
ment assistance can be obtained. I find that in 1916 an. application was 
mado for Government assistance. ‘This application was not accepted, because 
the ¢ondition of tho school was found to be below that_ standard of efficiency 
which would justify the use of Government funds, Subsequently, a resolu- 
tion was moved in Council last year, and the Hon'ble Mr. Hornell then 
assured the Hon’ble Mover that if any special appeal were made to him as 
Director of Public Instruction, it would receive his sympathetic consideration. 
The case rests’there. ‘The school authoritios have not. responded to this 
assurance. They have not apptoached the educational authorities, or in any 
way invited their assistance, and I would ask the Hon’ble Member, with all 
the discretion and courtesy at my command, to reflect on the position in 
which the Director of Public Instruction would be placed if, before the spend- 
ing year commenced, he had his discretion fettered by a promise or commit- 
ment entered into on behalf of a school of which he knows nothing except 
that about 18 months ago it was found unfit for the receipt of Government 
assistance. I would suggest to the Hon'ble Mover that-it is undesirable, 
when ordinary channels exist through which such mattors ean be dealt with, 
that recourse should be had to extraordinary channels. 1 think he, may 
confidently leave the matter to the educational authorities who will be 
prepared to consider on its merits any application which may be made by the 
school suihogies, If the Hon’ble Member fears that the special associations 
connected with the school—associations which we all respect and many 
rovere—will stand in the way of consideration, [ fan assure him that he is 
under a misapprehension. The Director of Public Instruction is prepared to 
use, in the case of such schools as these, the discretion which the rules 
permit him to use, and I can assure the Hon'ble Mover that .any application 
made on behalf of this school will be considered purely from thepoint of view 
of its educational efficiency.” “ 


‘Phe Hon'ble Rat Rani ‘ 

“My Lord, I deMre to associate myself with my Hon'ble friend) Rai 
Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur in asking for Government help in connec- 
tion with this institugion. But at the same time, after’ what. has fallen from 
the Hon'ble Mr. Wiisworths I do not think that we need press this 
resolution at present@}! happen to know what my countrymen think of this 


Ect 7 


Caaran Pav Banavur said :— * 
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Resolution. 
Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 


institution. It is an institution conducted on orthodox lines. For years 
past this question has been coming befove the Council, but without any 
success, A feeling existed that* this institution was looked upon unsym- 
pathetically by the educational authorities, but after what has fallen from the 
Hon’blo Mr. Wordsworth I hope that when_a proper representation is made to 
the Government the claims of this institution will not be overlooked, and a 
suitable grarit will be made which will foster female education on strictly 
orthodox lines’ I am sure that any assistance given to this institution will 
be highly appreciated by members of our community and’by our ladies too. 
‘And on their behalf I appeal-to Your Excellency’s Government to lend a 
helping band to this institution.” 


Pho Hon'ble RAr Marenpra Cnaxpra Mirae Banapue said -— 


“My Lord, under the circumstances in which I am placed I havo no other 
alternative than to withdraw the resolution, I am glad that the Director 
of Public Instruction is willing to considér the claim of this institution if a 
proper representation is made to him. Allthat Lean say is that, this is a 
very useful institution conducted on orthdflox lines. With theso words I 
beg to withdraw the resolut ion.” 





‘Pho resdlution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XLVI. 


The Hon'ble Rar Mawenpra Cwaxpra Mirra Banapur moved the 
following Resolution :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 


(a) a sufficient sum be set apart for the excavation and sanitary 
improvement of the Saraswati river in the district of , Hooghly ; 
and 

(8) such additional expenditure be mer from reduction under the head 
“ Anti-malarial works.” 


He said :— 


“My Lord, the Saraswati’ branches: out from the Hooghly at Tribeni, 

a few miles above Hooghly town, and enters the Howrah district near 
Baluhati as a small stream. It then meanders on to the south and flows 
at Domjur and Andul rejoining the Hooghly just above Sankrail. Its 
“gh banke and the remains of large boats occasionally dug out from ite 
Bed, show that once it must shave been a broader and deeper stream. 
Below Tribeni the river Saraswati is only 10 or 12 feet ide and a foot 
deep in the hot weather, but in the rains its width inoghieos toa quarter 
of a mile and its depth to about 10-feet. It was adead river represented 
inerély by a chain of pools, but water was let into it in connection with 
the Eden Canal Scheme by a cut from the Kana Nadi near Gopalnagore. 
Though much silted up, its banks are 10 to 15 feet high and are still di sely 
populated; where there are several large villages, viz., Bri ish Chandernagore, 
Bara (west of Serampore town),’ Baksa, Janai, COhanditala and Kalipore in 


Hooghly district. 

My Lord, the river Saraswati should be P pee and cleared of rank 
vegetation. by, the Publie Works Department, ag soon as possible. This 16 
absolutely necessary. 

With these words T commend the resolutiongfor the acceptance by the 


Council.” 
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‘The Hon'ble Mr. O’Matiey said -— 

“My lord, it is somewhat with a shock of surprise; and painful Surprise, 
that I see that the Hon’ble Mover proposes to reduce the grant underthe head 
of anti-malarial works when we know ‘that the works provided under that 
head consist of schemes which» it. is proposed to undertake in the campaign 
against malaria which, as Your Excellency has recently explained, it is desired 
initiate, P ” 





‘Tho proposal is that a.suffieient sum be set apart for the excavation and 
Sanitary improvement of the Saraswati in the Howrah district. [ may point 
out that Government have already provided in the budget. for work conpected 
with the Saraswati in the district of Hooghly. Now the réason why Govern- 
ment has provided a lakh of rupees for the lower Saraswaticand nothing for 
the upper Saraswati is that a scheme has already been prepared for the 
former, which’ is intended ‘to solve a definite and troublesome problem of 
drainage, whereas tlieve is no scheme ready for the Hooghly portion of the 
river. ‘Phe object of the scheme is to provide for the drainage of an area of 
52 square miles, incliding the Janai_bagin anda portion of ‘the Rajapur 
swamps which suffer from —infdequale drainage. It ig desired to’ utilise 
the Saraswati for the puepoge of drainage; butito’ enable thie to. be 
done; the chatinel- must «first be improved, for, in its present silted up 
condition, it cannot carry»any great volume of water. It is hoped to 
increase’ by exeavation its discharging capacity; and the scheme is to a 
large extont-an experiment in’ scouring. ‘Phe total cost of the scheme is 
Rs. 1,43,000, which Government proposes to give itself. One lakh only is 
provided this year, and the remainder will have to be provided later. I 
mention this, as it isa scheme which the people of the district might perhaps 
have taken up under the Sanitary Drainage Act ; but Government. has come 
forward of its own motion and agreed to bear the cost. This is not all. 
‘This is only. the first part of the scheme. Mbit is successful, ivis propossll to 
sluice the Saraswati at its anouth at a cost of over another lakh. 


It may be asked why should not Government at the same’ time take up 
a similar scheme for the upper Saraswati in the district of Hooghly. This, 
however, is a very different problem... The Saraswati has Jong been a dead 
river, This is not a reeent- development ; even. inthe time of Rennell’s 
Survey, nearly 140 years ago, it had dwindled dowm to a small stream and 
except for a few miles wag unnayigable after the rains. The question ef its 
improvement involves the conversioy of a dead into.a living river, It will be 
little use to excavate it unless it.can receive a supply of water from above. 
Tho difficulty here is that it has-not got a good supply of waterat its hoad. 
Government are advised that this river depends for its supply ‘on the 
Damodar ; and the volume of water in the Damodar is so small in the hot 
weather that there is little prospect of any reaching the Saraswati. Unless, 
therefore, the cay at its head is inereased, I doubt. whether, even if the bed 
of the Saraswati 1s excavated, there will be any retl improvement. The 
problem:whieh our engineers have to solve is how to make a plentiful su ly 
of water available forsthe Saraswati, aswell as-other rivers of the Hooghly. 
district which: are dependent on the Damod: And this depends on. the 
elaboration of the, Damodar. canal project. ‘Lill this project. amaterialises, 
I am afraid that no assarance can be given that it will be possible. to 
improve the Saraswati in the way the Hon'ble Mover desires. In 
case, even if money was prgvided in the budget next yoar it could ‘not. be 
immediately disbursed. be being so, Tam afraid that I cannot recommend 
the revolution to the’ Cound®, specially as it invélvés diversion of money from 
useful anti-malarial works, with whieh it is hoped to make @ start, and which 
cannot be delayed withoi postponing sor curtailing the anti-malarial cam- 
paign which Government Qaire to institute.” r ‘ 


O 
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Resolution. 


Rai Makendra: Chandra Mitra Bahadur Mr. Cowley ; Babu Kishoré 
WokanChadees sae 





‘The Hon'ble Rat Mangypra Cranpra Mirra Bananur said : 





katy Mord: in-yiciege thecexplanaticn high has boon’ given to. me by 
the Howe Mr. O'Malley ag rears th practicability of the schema, I do nes 
that® hall be justified in pressing this’ resolution. I ask r 
Lavdatity's perhhissi¢n to withdraw it." mus TRS Nee 
The resdlution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 
a4 : if 
APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XLVI. 


The. Hon’blo Rar Manenpra, Cuanpra Minra Bananur moved the 
following Resolution :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in,Council that— 


(a)-provisions"be made for dredging tho Bhagirathi near the town of 

Nabadwip in the district of Nadia-; and a, 

_ (d) that expenditure be met, outmof the sim of Rs. 15,000 provided 

under head ‘ Irrigation—Mingr Works and Navigation” for 
dredging the Bhagirathi entrafico. hi 


He said :— 


“My Lord, I understand that if L substitute the words "ab tho entrance 
from the Ganges” for the words ‘near the town of Nabadwip in the distriet 
of Nadia,’ my resolution will be accepted.” 


The Hon’ble Mr..Cowxey said :— 


“My Lord, I am prepared, on behalf of Government, to assure the 
Hon'ble Mover that the provision for dredging the Bhagirathi river at the 
entrance from the Ganges will-be utilised to the- best advantage for provid- 
ing an increased flow of-water in the river aid that its dredging shall not 
necessarily be carried out atthe entrance, but wherever experts may advise 
as likely togive the best-results.” ‘ 


The Hon'ble Kat Mantenpxa Cranes Mrrea Banapun said :— 
« My Lord, Laccopt tho Hon"ls Member's assurance and. Teg to with? 
draw this resohition.” ° 
"The resolution was then, by loave of the President, withaghvn. 
: 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XLVI 


‘Phe Hon'ble Ban’ Kiswort Monan Cuavpnur: moved the following 
Resolution :— 
This Council rocommends to the Governor‘in Cogneil that— 
(aT a sum of Rs. 1,00,000. be provided for adi ional hostel. accommo- 
~*~ dation in the Rajshahi College j.and 


‘ «mn bo mat hy, postponing some item undor hond, “ 45—Civil 
a) ork in Kee of the Public. = 


. a 
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Resolution. 
3 Mr, O' Malley. 

He said :-— 

“ My Lord, in this resolution T have asked for the Provision of a lakh im 
the Budget for additional hostel accommodation in the Rajshahi College. A 
scheme for a Hindu hostel for accommodating 250) students at acost of 
Rs. 1.95,000 was sanctioned in_1915, and this administrative sanction was 
communicated by the Direetor of Pabli¢dustruction to the College-authorities, 
but no progress has been made up to this time for this mich. neoded improye- 
ment of the College. I heard in reply to the demand of seyeral other build- 
ing grants that no provision could be-made for want of necessary information 
on those questions, but here is a cage in whichvall the necessaty informations 
are before Government upon which, administrative sanction was accorded ; 
but itis very strange that nothitig could be-dorte during these three years. 
Last year also I moved fora similar grant, ‘and thougk money. could sbe 
provided forthe several building accommedations in Calcutta, nothing could 
be spared for this mofussil college. Out of a proyision of 98 lakhs for educa- 
tion this year over 15 lakhs cannot be Spent, and_ we are not aware of any 
epecial roason why this shontd be so. There is no explanation even why we 
are not in a position to spend fully the sum received. front: the Imperial 
Government? The Hon'ble Mr.- Wordsworth was speaking of*the high 
prices of materialé for bitilding, but in this caso a lakh can vory. well 
be spent for the manifacture of” bricks ‘and’ collection of some. of 
the other materials’ easily available. If start had boen ~givon earlier 
the whole thing could have béen completed without~ much pressure 
upon the Provincial revenue. I may be permitted to refer to a very 
curious incident in this connection... The Raja Bahadur of Dighapatiya and 


_ his second brother offered a sum of Rs. 30,000 for the construction of a 


Hindu hostel for the Rajshani College to be named after their late lamen- 
ted illustrious father Raja Pramatha Nath Ray Bahadur, and a sum of 
Rs. 13,000, I believe, was actually made over to the Principal through the 
Rajshahi Association. The offer, however, could not be accepted and the 
money was returned with a suggestion that it could be paid to the'Govern- 
ment as contribution. The suggestion could not be accepted by the Raja 
Bahadur, as a separate Building had fo be named.as stated-above. So another 
offer was made for the construction of another two-storied building for 
class accommodation which was also utgently required. The building would 
cost about Rs. 60,000, and the offer was for the constraction of the building 
under private management under the supervision and guidance of the Public 
Works Department. There wasa proposal, however, of opening Bil. and 
M.A. classes in some of the subjects for the development of the College. 
The Governing Body accepted.the offer and urged Government to. sanction 
it. Pending the decision of Government as regards that proposal the build- 
ing work could have been, undertaken and finished by this time., But it 
did not meet with the approval of the Government. his is the official way 
of sympathigne with the popular demand. Those who come to Calcutta 
are in%a poswéon to meet the expenses and suitable hired houses are also 
available here. But mufassil colleges concern th’ poorer sections.” There 
is need for hostel accommodation, both for Hindus and Mussalmans. in 
Rajshahi, and I, therefore, ask fora lakh as the-first instalmont without any 
restriction, The work may be taken up and finished in two or three years. 
I hope there is a strong. ease in favour of my resolution and Governmen 
will seo their way to aveept it.” 3 i. 


The Hon'ble Me, O’Maupry said :—- 

“My Lord, I tts pecinte the desire ofthe Hon'ble Mover tasee more 
hostels built for the RXjshahi College. 1 myself was the President of the 
Governing Body of the Rajshahi College, and I may say that this is a project 
in which I myself Tie and have long wished to’ sce ‘materialize, 


‘T recognise, however, ti its time has not come yet and that’ we must wait ; 


& pie 
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Resolution. 
Babu Kishori Mohan, Chaudhuri. 


and Tecan only hope that the Hon'ble Mover may be led to the same conclu- 
“sion. I do’ not propose. my lord, to follow the Hon'ble Member into the 
, question of starting M. A. classes, as that is an ontitely’ different matter. 
\'The Hon'ble Member has mentioned the mtnificent offer of Raja Pramada 
Nath Roy of Digapatia and his brothers, bué the idea of Governmont was 
that theif” money could not be utilize’ for thosé classes as it was intended 
for‘another purpose.” 2 
in 


‘Aw long ago as September 1915, administrative sanction was given to 
gthe construction of a Hindu hostel fo 250 boys at a cost, of nearly two lakhs 
(excluding the cost of the land). Land was acquired, but it was not 
possible to allot the-funds réquired for the ‘building owing to the embargo on 
non-recurring expenditure from imperial non-recurring grants. Detailed 
estimates were not propared ; and like so many other laudable objects this 
scheme has since had to giye way to the financial stress'caused by.the war. 


The Hon'ble Member has mentioned the, case of hostels in Calcutta 
and has argued why’should not Government develop its own College when it 
has given large sums for the construction of undergradmato hostel in 
Calcutta. Tho schome of Calcutta hostels has, however, been financed from 
a special grantof 10 lakhs given by the Government of India, which has been 
supplemented by a grant. made by tho Bengal Government. I think it 
requires no argument of mine to prove the fact, which must be familiar to the 
Members of:Council, that*the problem of students’ accommodation in Caleutta, 
with an influx of many thousand students every year, who have to live in a 
crowded city, is far more acute than in a country town like Rampore Boalia. . 


“Another reason for not proceeding with the scheme was the report of 
the Presidency College Enquiry Committee, which quostioned the policy of 
large hostels. This has forced the Education Department to reconsider 
pending schemes for large hostels, and the prevailing opinion among Princi- 

s of Government Colleges favours hostels of not-more than 50 residents. 
This view, if accepted, will mean the reconsideration of the Rajshahi scheme 
among others. It is a question of general importance, affecting other colleges 
besides Rajshahi, on which the Diréctor of Public Instruction has recently 
addressed Government, 


‘There ave also proposals for a Muhammadan hostel which are only in a 
preliminary stage. Quite recently, the Director of Public Instruction called 
on the Principal to submit plans and estimates for the construction of a 
hostel for 50 boarders to cost about Rs. 50,000. 


Detailed estimates are ready for neithor scheme. The question of 
large, as compared with small, hostels has to be settled. Consequently 
even if money wore made available, we are not in a positiaggto uso it imme- 
diately. It would be scarcely possible, therefore, to accept @fe proposal that 
the sum of one lakh shotld be met from the head of * Civil Works ‘in charge 
of the Public Works Department. This would involve the postponemont of one 

~ of more now major works, which the Finance Committee considered to have 
a prior claim on the amount available, in favour of a scheme which is not yet 
mature, I can only assure the Hon'ble Member that. Government will take 
‘up tho hostel scheme as soon as it can, Tt is merely postponed and not 
abi 


mndoned.” 


The Hon’ble Banu Kisuort Mowan Cuaupuonr m - 
My Lord, after what, has fallen “from the Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley, T'do 


‘not. want.to press for the immediate acceptance this resolution. I am 
‘very glad that the question je still under the cogMfideration of Government. 


% 
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Resolution. 
Khan Sahib Aman Ali. 


My object is that the claims of mufassals.students, especially. ‘those of the 
poorer class who cannot affotd to come and resitle in» Calcutta for their ~ 
education, may not be overlooked by Government. The case for establishs 
ing hostels for Calcutta studefits may be delayed fora year or two without 2 
much harm, and 1 submit that the claims of mufassal students "should’ be 
given preference. As the matter is under tho cusideration of Government} . 
and as something is going to be done, T need not pregs for the immediate 
acceptance of my resolution, . 7 - ' 
? 

As regards the Raja of Dighapatiya’s offer, I think the second offeF ought + 
to have been accepted, because the second offer was a higher one. It was 
also for the benefit of the College and-in the interest of the students: 
However, itis for the Government to consider the matter. *My object was 
to bring to the notice of the Government the necessity for additional hostel 
accommodation in the Rajshahi College.” e 


The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XLIX. 


2 “ 
‘The Hon'ble Kuan Sautn Aman Aut moved the following Resolution :— 
_ This Council recommends, to the Governor in Council— 


(a) that provision be made in the Budget for excavation of Chaktai 
khal at Chittagong at a cost of Rs. 10,000 ; and 


(5) that the said sum be taken out of Rs. 75,000 ‘provided for the 
Howrah Police Hospital. 


He said. :-— 


“My Lord, when Your Excellency granted your first auspicious visit to 
Chittagong, the Peoplo’s Association, the Islam Association, the Trades 
- Association and the Municipal Board composed of Europeans, ° Eurasians, 
Hindus and Mussalmans, represented to Your Excellency the nocessity of 
the re-excavation of the Chaktai khal which passes by the outskirts of the 
town, in the east. The khal passes.by the eastern side of the town and 
all the outlets or drains that drain the town fall into this khal. The 
khal being silted up, the drainage of the town has become very inefficient 
and the sanitati®yof the town has suffered a great deal. 

« 


Malaria and other epidemics now and then make appearance. Tho 
people from different parts of the district bring goods to sell in the town. ~ 
The silting up of the khal has caused much inconvenience to these merchants, 
as they cannot enter the khal and unload their goods at the business 
centres, namely Buxi Hat, Your Excellency has perhaps personally seen 
the present state of the khal when Your Excellency was on the spot. On 
account of tho silting up of the khal, the people of the town and its surround- 
ing placos suffer from malfria and the business of the whole district. suffers. 
It is, therefore, tho resi®nts of differont denominations had approached 
Your Excellency. ‘he Municipality of Chittagong is very poor. Its area is 
only 4 square milos. A greater part of it is full of jungles, having no 
habitation, t 2 . ? 


0 i : 
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Questions and Answers. 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. |. 
z STARRED QUESTION. 


. By the Hon’ble Basu Surenpra Nati Ray = 


+ '@) In view of the reply given to statted question No. 14 asked at tho Bongal 
‘the meeting of the Council of the 19th February last, will the Government be Serterist 
pleased to state on what expert advice they decided on the necessity of 
creating a new building for the Bengal Secretariat Press ? 
(0) If no expert advice was taken, besides the advice of the Superin- 
feat will the Government be pleased to state why no such advice was 
en 





(ec) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the report of the 
Press Committee has now been received, and, if so, when it was received ? 

(@) If the report has been received, will the Government be pleased to 
lay it on the table ¢ r 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Donatp :— 


“@_A committee which was appointed in 1909 to consider generally 
the question of the existing arrangements for the printing of Government 
work in Bengal expressed the opinion that the Secretariat Press should be 
removed from ‘Writers’ Buildings. Financial conditions rendered it im- 
possible then to give immediate effect to the recommendation, and later when 
proposals regarding suitable sites wéte being discussed the question was ° 
affected by the departure of the Government of India from Calcutta to Delhi. 
It was poped then to seeure one of the buildings evacuated by the Government, 
of India, but this has not been found possible. 

'b) The question does not arise. U 

c) Yes. 

Government are not prepared to lay the report on the table.” 


“By the Hon'ble Basu Suatnpra Natit Ray: 
io ae 


With reference to the answer given to starred question No. 17 at the 
meeting of the Council on the 19th February, 1918— 


(i) will the Government be pleased to state how many times the 
faunas Controller of Printing has inspected the Bengal Secretariat 
Press during the past five years? . - x 
(i) did the Controller pass, in his advisory eapacity, aljthe indents for 
- machinery, both printing and type-casting, erto made by 
the Supermtendent ? 4 ba 
(iii) will'the Government be pleased to lay. on the table the opinion 
of the Controller as to whether, and, if so, to what extent the 
; intvoduction of (1) printing and (2) type-casting machines has 
: _ resulted in conibining efficiency with economy ? i 
RR: (iv) is the Controller of opinion that work in the Press has increased, 
ti fits requiring more machinery and larger accommodation ? 






‘Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donauo:— r 


(i) The Controller has inspected the Press in all its departments twice 
during the past five years. On other occasions hg visited certain branches 


_ (No, not in all cases: 





eof the Press 
“hie fee RO 


‘arise an endeavour. will ol it 
racancy oe ii pealage it. 


race or any 
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Questions and Answers. 
By ‘the Hon'ble Banu Surenpra Naa Ray:— 


Pap 





’ 


(@ With reference to the answer given to starred question No. 13 asked Iueanitery 
at ‘the meeting of the Council held on the 19th February last, will the Gov- cousition of the © 
ernment be pleased to state whether the Insanitary condition stated in the Wimntt lu 


answer refers to the condition of (1) Writers’ Buildings or (2) the Press at Buildings and 

Sealdah? - Sealdab, 
~-(b) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any complaint was 

made before about the insanitary condition of the Press portion of Writers’ 

Buildings or of the Eastern Bengal Railway Office Buildings before the main 

Press was located there? 


: “(c) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any expert advice 
was obtained about the nature of these insanitary conditions, and on the 
question as to whether such conditions could not otherwise be remedied or 
palliated ? 


re If so, will the Government be pleased to place the report upon the 
table! ‘ 









Answer by the Hon'ble Mr, Donaup :— 
“ (a) The reference was to the portion of Writers’ Buildings occupied 
by Go eas 





we No. The insanitary conditions are largely the product of over- 
crowding following on the expansion of the work. 


(c) Yes. The Surgeon-General and the Chief Inspector of Factories 
have reported adversely on the sanitary conditions. 


(d) Government are not prepared to lay the reports on the table.” ~ 4 


\ 
By the Hon’ble Basu Surenpra Natu Ray :— . a 


2 


With reference to the answer given to starred question No. 16 at the Senior Deputy 
meeting of the 19th February, 1918, will the Government be pleased to Saperinieaeey 
state fully the training and experience of Mr. Battersby as a printer before Prog. 


he way appointed Senior Deputy Superintendent of the Benga: Secretariat 
Press! 








Answer by the Hon'ble Mr, Donatp :— 
“My. Battersby was with the firm of Messrs. Thomas gffarcourt and 
Sons, printers, lithographers and bookbinders, Birmingham, for seven years 
as apprentice and for one year as journeyman. After serving in the army 
eee the South African war he was in charge of his regimental Press 
in India, for four years.” 
© By the Hon'ble Mn. Aurar Aut :— 
ae A 
_ Will the Government be pleased to state whetl#r it is in contemplation ¢iute Medical 
to extend the privilege of a] ing at the final licentiate examination of the Faculty. _ ] 
Medical F: till November, 1918, to the passed students of all 
edical schools in eer otre aan those who not appear at the 
wtion held in November, 19161 oie 















(i 10 Pegi ing thi reed phat the ondets Sf ths Goveniunsal al Thins 
gets ne this Goverment r 









i Lote Hon'ble Mr. Avtar at oe 


on! Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the fact that 
people of Malda are suffering from the want of the court of a District or — 
Sthoralone Judge at the headquarters of the said district ? 
-(b) If i are the Government considering the seg: of ian: 
‘steps in the matter? ‘i 






















"Answer by the Hon'ble Mn, Panton :— 
hte a oreot (ay ee. Higmabitacid 
_. (b) The matter is under the consideration of Government.” 


By the Hon'ble Mr, Avrar Au1:— 
Vu. : 


ill the Government be pleased to state whether it is in i cxtnyain 
ito the system of didction of members of pie erie 


fe eae unions in phan Boards which do sd be “enjoy ao 





[Aawer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Manuey : — * 

% “Union committees have no power under the 

| ment Act to elect members of District Boards. The V1 

Bill, which it is hoped to introduce on the 4th April, 

_ election of members of circle boards by vil sen Os 
members of District Boards by the ci boards: 





cle pean ae 
uently all the members of the 
‘Malda and Chitt so appointed, in. 


to dice ned Boo st en 


oe. 1917, Bae! ah revalence | a-azal 
He ie 
‘Government viseged ein at v 


pial fi chi of th Golaknath. Charitable 
f omital ab Santo nny ofthe, Charitable. Dispen 


at Tangail and of the Charitable Di es 
a sie soa pias as besa be —- ; 


eo Bit 


veopeneen Civil Surgeons concerned, 


ee 


ined, an 
‘kala-azar was treated wt thelater alspanuary, eee na the ferme, 
period.” ge A 





Seater eet 


Ss Gosascinas si the grievances ‘of the ‘Indian 
Ayres Port ee in Bile aie of 


“Answer by the Hon'ble Ma. Cowuay :— Aaa aa 
oe 











“By the Hon'ble Banu Broseona Krsnon Ray Cuavpnort:— 
(a) Is it a fact that in the Accounts Department the initial pay of The Accounts. 
an Indian , is Rs, 20 and that of an Anglo-Indian or European is from Depstnent 
- Rs. 100 to Rs. 130 per mensem ! : Sur Tee 
(6) If so, have such differences, in the pay, of these clerks, heen made : 
ing to their respective academic qualifications, knowledge of accounts _ 
and experience, or in consideration of any particular fitness! 


(c) What are the minimum diving wages in Calcutta for the above two 
classes.according to the official report ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. CowLry :— 


‘ ) The Hon'ble Member is referred to pages 8 to 21 of the schedule i 
of establishment. The pay of clerks in the Audit and Accounts Depart- 
ment varies from Rs. 20 to Rs. 150. Government have no further infor- 
mation on the subject. 

” Government are not aware of any: differential scale based upon 
racial considerations. The pay is attached to the post, not to the: person. 

(c) It is not clear to what official report the Hon’ble Member refers.” 









By the Hon'ble Banu Brosenpra Kisnor Ray CuaupHurt :— 
XY. 


(a) Is it a fact that in reply to a petition of thesIndian clerks ‘of the Scientific 
Calcutta Port Trust, dated the 14th February, 1914, the Hon'ble Mr. system of 
Stevenson-Moore, Chairman of ‘the Port Commissioners, stated that what erlihe  e 
was required was a system under which an even flow of promotion would be Port ; 
eoued and that it appeared to him that some reorganisation was necessary Forma 
and that the introduction of a scientific system of grading, such as applied in “**™** 
the Government Secretariat, might be required ¢ 

(b) Has the reorganisation been effected on the lines indicated ¢ 

(c) Is it a fact that the initial pay of an Indian clerk in the Government 
Secretariat is Rs. 40 per mensem and that in the offices of the Port Com- 
missioners, in the reorganisation scheme, is Rs. 25 only ? 

(d) Are the system of grading and proportion of different grades based 
en any of the standard scientific scales current in the Government 
Secretariat ? , 

_(@) (®) What consideration has been shown in the said reorganisation Ber | 
to those who have for over 10 to 18 years been kept on a salary | 
of Rs. 30 or thereabouts? | 

(i) What provision has been made in the said reorganisation enabling | 
them to attain the highest grade at the time of their retite- 











ment? L 
(iii) What Sag te is there for those who are on Merge of retires 


‘Antwor by the Hon'ble Mr, Cowney -— i 





_ “@) and (b) ‘The Government have no information as to the orders 4 
passed by the Chairman, Port Commissioners, on the petition of the Indian 
ks. But from the report of the Finance. Committee on the Budget 
sti ‘of the Port Commissioners for 1918-19, gvhich is before Govern- 
ment, it. appears that the Commissioners of made a provision of 
Fe 50,000 meet increases in the pay of their Iiflian staff, which is at 
-~present, under their ‘consideration. ‘ 





Pea ee 
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3 i Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon'ble Bast Baanenpra Cuanpra Ray :— 





\ 


- With regard to the total income-tax revenue for 1916-17, 1917-18, and Ineome-tax 
the corresponding budget figures for 1918-19, will the Government be "¥en" 
pleased to state— . % 


(@) how much in each year represents normal increase in revenue as 
wholly uninfluenced by the enhanced rates of 1916; and 
i (b) how much represents the increase as directly resulting from the 
; © introduction of the said enhanced rates? babe 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donan :— 
“ The following statement gives the required information :— 
1918.19. 


. 1916-17. 1917-18. : 
COLE AES) « —_Cinctetée over’ (Tnorene over iC iepet 
1915-16.) 1916-17.) rptTet8.) 
4 Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Ordinary receipts c, 7886,611° 18,214,389 14,59,000 
Receipts. on account of 
inereased taxation 78,14,000, 27,36,000 4,00,000"" 





By the Hon'ble Banu BuavenpRra CHanpra Ray :— 


XXI1. 

_ @ Is it a fact that the introduction of the enhanced rates of taxation Enhanced rates 
in 1916 has resulted in an increase of work for the income-tax establishment 7 Grete 
and a consequent increase of expenditure under Income-tax? meter ee 

(b) If s0, how much approximately of the total annual ‘expenditure income-tax 
under Income-tax since 1916-17 represents such increase? establishment, 











Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donan :— ‘ 
“ (@) Yes ; 
(>) Rs. 17,280 per annum, or roughly 9 per cent. of the total annual ri 
expenditure.” * 


By the Hon'ble Banu Buapenpra Cuanpra Ray :—. 


XXxIl. ¥ 
‘With reference to the budgeted assignment of Rs. 55 lakhs to the Se 
Imperial Government on account of the new schemes of income-tax, will the Falir Mt 
Government be pleased to state upon what calculation the said figure has been Government 
arrived at‘ Is it based on the assumption that there | will, be, no _normal on coca ot 
increase of revenue over the figures for 1917-18, as distinct f the increase Mn 7 
‘on account of the new scheme of income-tax t 
: 


¢ “Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DonaLp :— 
“Tt is based on the assumption that there will be no normal increase of 
 yevenue over the figures for 1917-18." ” Tp 


By the Hon'ble Banu BuabenpRa OuaNDRA Ray :— 


XXUL i : ; 
Wien pct ; 
ny st} the Government be pleased to lay qf) ‘the table all material Stem al 
pap se Bosh ot ccttuots therefrom ttlating to the arrangement smdignpent 

rial Governtnent under which an assignment has to be made Goveroment 
jal Government from the, provincial phate” 6f the fam incon tes 









revenue. 
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Questions and Answers, 


‘ 
(b) Will the Government hy reared to lay on the tab materi D 
and correspondence or eee hx Tom ee to ep Reto 
the Imperial Government under which an assignment has to be made 
sonnally to the Imperial Government from the excise-revenue under the 
new scheme of taxation? Letongt K 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donatp :— x 
_ “ The following extract explains the-arrangement :— _ 


Extract paragraph 59 of the Finance Member's speech introducing the Financial 
Statement for India, 1916-17. 


59, Lastly, I may explain that under the terms of the existing financial settlements 
with the provinces, ineome-tix isa divided head, and the additional revenue accruing 
from dur proposals will thus be shared between Imperial and Provincial. But as this 
additional taxation is imposed solely for Imperial purposes, the amount which technically 
Aoeriies’ to the provinces will be set off by a counter-adjustment from Provineial to 
Imperial under the head ‘Transfers between Imperial and Provincial Revenues, ‘The 
same procedure was followed in 1910 in respect of the additional taxation then imposed 
under ‘Stamps’ and ‘Excise.’ A like adjustment will also be made on this oecasion 
in respect of that portion of the additivnal duty on locally produced beer and foreign 


‘spirit’ which will be credited to Provincial revenues under the terms of the settlements.” 


By. the Hon'ble Basu Buasenpra Cuanpra Ray — 


\ XXIV. 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to:make a statement showing — 
(#) the total number of administrative and clerical appointments, 
respectively, under the Calcutta Port, Trust; and ¥ 
(ii) the different scales of mir (preatiings in each of these two: 
branches, together wit e total number of’ officers on each 
such scale, and their nationality ? 


(6) Is it a fact that Indians are not admitted to. any administrative 
appointments under the Calcutta Port Trust? 


(c) What are the minimum qualifications necessary for admission to the. 
administrative appointments of the different kinds under the Calcutta Port ~ 
Trust ? 4 { 


“Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowney :— 


“‘(a) A schedule of establishment employed under the Port Commis- 
sioners, Calcutta, is placed in the library. It shows the number of adminis- 
trative and clerical appointments, and the different scales of salary in éach\ 
of these two SAY The nationality of the officers and servants of the 
Port Commissi holding respectively the administrative and clerical 
appointments, is not shown in that Schedule. The ‘Hon’ble Member is also 
referred to the answer given in to-day’s Council to unstarred tion 


juest 
| No, XTIT} by the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Rey Chandhurt Ms 
() and (c) Administrative appointments the monthly salary of which is 


- below Rs. 1,000 are not subject to the sanction of Government, and conse- 


, quently Government have no information regarding them. In the case of 


fie 


tof 
St, 


Rene 












of Rs. 1,000 per and upwards, and in the case of a { eg 
ha Soret 4 Chief or ity Chief Engi etc., feet no 
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Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon'ble Ban) Brazexnra Cuaxpea Ray 
fea. ad F 


(@) How many travelling auditors are ‘there’ unde: Travelling. 
Port Trust, and on he is the ale of their salary! a HHS ec suitor by 
a) What is the minimum requisite qualification for admission as such Tat oe 
trave me auditor? 
‘_(¢) Is it.a fact that Indians, either employed in the office or froth outside, 
are not as a rule appointed travelling auditors? 








Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowzzy ;— 


“ @) The Hon'ble Member is referred to page 14 of the schedule of | 
oer under the’ Port Commissioners, Calcutta, which is placed in ‘| 
e Til , 
(Ne minimum qualifications have ip laid down by Government. * 
‘c) Government have no information on this point.” 


‘By the Hon'ble Basu Akin Gaanbra Darra :— b 
XXVI. Bk 
(@) Isitafact that the order for the arrestof Sindhubala of Bankura ‘iw case of the —— 
was passed by the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Intelligence Branch * Bindu N 
(b) Is it a fact that such orders are usually passed by this officer # Pee "| 
(c) Is it a fact that Mr. E. H. Corbett was officiating as Deputy aN 
inspector-General of Police, Intelligence Branch, atthe time when the said * 
” order was passed ¢ i i - 
(d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether, beyond an expres- 


sion of disapprobation, any punishment has been meted out to those officers 
who were responsible for the arrest and detention of the Sindhubalas? 





Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 


“(@ The order was passed on the authority of the Deputy Inspector- 
General, Intelligence Branch. 
ane The Deputy snes Renee is in charge of the work of the 
Intelligence Branch, and generally all orders issuing from that Branch are 
isstied on his authority. — 
“"(@) Mr. E. HH. Corbett was temporary Deputy Inspector-General, 
Intelligence Branch, at the time. * 
The Hon'ble Member is referred to the communiqué is by Govern- 
ment on the subject..” 


By the Hon'ble Basv Axm Cuanpra Darras — 


XXVIL | 
(a) Is it a fact that Mr. E.H. Corbett: has been appointed Deputy 


appointments of 


Inspector-General of Police, C.D. (Crime)! ® : patina 
(b) Isit a fact that the post of Insect Geer Police has invariably Gufs and 
f onned ap by the ty Inspector-General oF Police, C.1-D. (orime}, Depaty 
whenever the vacancy has been filled up by a non-civilian £ eae 
hole tg ita fect that, he post of the Deputy Insj of Police, Police. 
. (Crime), is as a position of grea that-of 


utelligence 





PERRIS" RT 
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(@) Is ita fact that Mr. F. C. Daly, c.x,, whom Mr. £, H, Corbett has 
succeeded, has taken two years’ retiring furlough and that the post of 
the Inspector-General of Police is likely to fall vacant4 be 

(¢) Is it a fact that some officers senior to Mr, Corbett are stlM acting as 
Superintendents of Police 4 2 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— \ 
“ (a) He has been appointed to officiate in the. post during the absence of 
Mr. Daly, on leave, or until further orders. 
(b) No. Since the post of Deputy Inspector-General (Crime) was 
created in 1906, three police officers have held:the post of Inspector-General. 
= Only one of these had previously served as Deputy Inspector-General (Crime). 
(c) Both Deputy Inspectors-General draw their grade pay as such, and 
as a matter of fact, in the particular case of Mr. Corbett, the exchange is 
disadvantageous to.him as regards pay till such time as he is confirmed as 
a Deputy Inspector-General. The Deputy Inspector-General , (Crime) 
draws a house allowance of Rs. 250 a month. The Deputy Inspector-General, 
Intelligence Branch, draws a motor-car allowance of Rs, 150 a month, and 
is entitled to house allowance under the Calcutta house allowance rules. 

. * (® Mr, Daly has taken two years’ leave, but it is not known whether he 
pro) to retire at the end of it. The post of Inspector-General of Police 
will, in the ordinary course, fall vacant in October 1919 when Mr. Plowden 
will attain the age of 55, 

(e) Yes.” 


‘By the Hon’ble Basu Axum. Cuanpra Darra :— 
- XXVIII. ‘ 
© Caso gp ariat (a) With reference to my unstarred question No. LXXI asked at the 


Ghandra Ghosh. meeting of Council on the 22nd January last, will.’ the Government be 
= eng pleased to state— 


0) age by a separate cell, the Government meant a solitary 
cell; x 


g f (ii) whether there are two kinds of cells, solitary. and separate; and. 
(2?) mee what law and'for what reasons was he confined in such a 
cell? 


ky (b) Will the Government be pleased to state whether, in passing or 
confirming orders of solitary confinement in the case of political irene 
they take into consideration the probable effect of the o upon bodily 
and mental Qealth of the prisoner? wes ; _ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Kerr :— is i cecal 


* (a) and (6) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the statement that 
will be made by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler with reference to the reso- 
lution on the subject to be discussed at this meeting of Council.” | 


Pee By the Hon'ble Bano Ani CHanpka Darra :— Sat ay oe ee 


is fy 





} : (a) Are the Gover t aware that Jyotish Chandra Ghosh is an 
Pe Or one Ceinatte UnRasly oat Hie tee iene puleaeer a aie eat: 
sd ability of framia 


(0) Are the Government: consi ssc ae 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr :— 
“(@ Yes.” ; 
(b) For some time past written charges have been put to all persons 


arrested and they have been asked if they wished to make a statement in 
writing.” r 


By the Hon’ble Banu Akan. CHANDRA Darra :— 


XXX. 
(a) Is it true that Jyotish Chandra Ghosh is still feigning insanity and Cav of Jyotist 
that his physical eondition is satisfactory ? Onandra Ghosh. 


(b) Are the Government considerin the advisability of appointing a 
Medical Board consisting of officials and non-officials— 
(i) to ascertain definitely whether he is actually a lunatic; 
(ii) to davestiee into the causes of his. physical and mental break- 


(iit) to eo a report about the present condition of his health; 
an 


(iv) if necessary, to consider what steps should be taken to improve 
his health? 
(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of transferring him 


from the Berhampore Lunatic Asylum to the Calcutta Medical ' College for 
treatment? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :-— 


“ (@) On 5th February, 1918, Captain Hume, 1.M.5., who was deputed to 
examine Jyotish Ghosh in consultation with the Superintendent of the 
Lunatic Asylum, reported that he was unable to state definitely whether the 
patient was insane or not and recommended a further period of observation. 

(b) and © The Hon’ble Member is referred to the statement to be made by 
the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler in the discussion on a resolution to this effect 
to be brought forward at this meeting of Council.” 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 
| LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEMS Nos. 2 and 3, 
‘THE SERAMPORE COLLEGE BILL, 1918. 


‘The Hon'ble Sm ®. P. Sina prosented the To the. Select 
Committee on the Serampore College Bill, 1918, and moved’ that the said 
Report be taken into consideration. 


He said — 5 
_- My Lord, on the occasion when Tintroduced this Bill, I placed before 
“the Council quite fully the object and scope of the Bill, and 1 do not think it 
necessary, therefore, to say anything more at this st§ge. I may only mention 
that no alteration whatsoever was made in the {lect Committee, except a 
"merely verbal one, by which the words ‘Calcutta Ufliversity’ were altered to 
‘University of Calcutta’ ”, 


a “The motion was put and agreed to, / 
4 
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The Sera pore College Bill, 1918. ‘ 
" Sir S. P. Sinka ; Rat Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, 
The Hon'ble Six 8. P, Sina, also moved that the. clauses of the said 


Bill be considered for settlement in the form .recommended by the Select 
Comtnittee. spew & MD ey ea 


The motion was put and agreed to. 























LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 4, mp 


“The Hon'ble Rar Manenpea Onaxpra Mirna Banapur moved that in 
lines 7 and 8 of clause 13 the following be omitted, namely :— rsh 


+. “the Government as defined in section '2(6) of the Indian Universities 
Act, 1904, in relation to.” ° ed eM bate 


He said :— : 3 ib 
“My Lord, the preamble of the Bill in question clearly indicates that the 
constitution of the Serampore College be so amended as to authorise the 
Council of the “said Colleges to discharge the functions of the University, 
that is to say, that “‘a Faculty and Senate be constituted for the said College 
sos ss 4 4. 4 tind that suitable standards be imposed in rd to any 
secular degrees that may hereafter be conferred by the said Boanel. “i 


~“Olause 13 of the Bill authorises the Council “ to grant degrees in any 
sbranch or branches of knowledge and science other than theology” if certam 
conditions are fulfilled, «.e., ifthe Government as: defined’ in section 2(b) of 
the Indian Universities Act of 1904 are satisfied that those requirements’ havo > 
been complied with. There is no Act of the Supreme Legislative Council as 
Suggested in the Bill making it obligatory on the Governor-General in Council 
to make enquiries as to the adequacy :-— 


(1) ef the establishment and-equipment of the College, 
_ (2) of tho academic standard to be maintained, and 
» (8):of the financial provision made therofor. 


~ “So that, in my view the Governor-General in Council, #.e., the Executive 
Government is not legally bound to act according to the recommendation 
of the Bengal Legislative Council. Legal obligation must be imposed by 
legal authorities, In my humble opinion the legislation of the kind contem- 
lated in the Bill ought» to) be passed: by the Lmporial Legislative Council. 
eferring to the Indian Universities Act of 1904, ‘the Government’ means 
in, relation to the University of Caleutta the Governdr-Genoral in Council and 
the sections by which the said Govornmont are required to exercise their 
authority are sections 21(5), and 24(5), "Tho latter section authorises the 
- Government tysanction the regulations which are framed by the Senate 
under the Act. “here is:no section which aathoriser the Government directly 
to make an enquiry for their satisfaction as to the. » of the requir 
meuts laid down oe ss Sake ear en uae pes ad 
in section 21 of the Act we find that ¢ University has authority at the first 
instance to enquire about theso matters before any College is affitiated:to it, 
This procedure.is to be found in the Indian Universities Act of 1 





of 1904 and has 
reference to the affiliation of a College to the University, ‘So rth eed r 


isalliliation of the College—section 24,(5). ties of 
defined in the Universit ascaarsuthe Ga ee iat 
aos a teletanos to the eaten 









to the University. Tf, t) 
‘e-tnddlein Yhe Bil, the douse tan 
am, therefore, doubtful whether the at 


Council can ae, Was 
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carry ont the injunction laid down in clause 13 of the Bill. 
‘e 803 eit) al satisfy the Government as defined in section 2, as Oe 
of the’ Indian Universities Act”. "We must understand tho meaning of the— 
‘word ‘a8 understood and explained in the Act itself. : 

\ “If my views are controllud by the those of the Council, may I not ask’ 
__the Ane Meter: to consider, whether’ a University Fete in aguaae 
can successfully engitire as to the details laid down in clause 13 of the Bill 
and nw itself as to these details. ‘I'he Governor-General in Council sits 
at Delhi or Simla, Serampore is 12 miles from Calcutta, If the Bengal 
i islative Council has, authority to direct. the Governor-General to be 
satisfied as to the details stated,in the clanse, will it not be more conyenient 
t6 the Caloutta University. The two Universities can act harmoniously as to 
the academic niode of the spread of education in Bengal. 


“The Hon'ble Dr, Howetts, said :-— 


“My Lord, Ihave nothing to complain of so far as the general spirit of 
the amendment is concerned and in the way in which it was proposed. But 
it 8ebms to me that on one or two grounds it. is quite inadmissible. 1. do’ not 
want to follow or attempt to follow. the legal intricacies reforred to by the 
‘Hon’ble’Rai Mahendra Chandre Mitra Bahadua—I am not ‘in any way com- 
potent to do’so but the matter has been very carefully considered by the highest 
legal authorities and I am’ content to leave'it at that. But on more general 
Lei I should like to.ask whether there is any demand whatever from the 
University of Calcutta in connection with, and in the direction’ of, what my 
Hon'ble friend proposes. Tho Calcutta University has had every opportunity 
to consider this question and after careful deliberation in the first place by the 

» faculty of law and then by a full Senate the matter was decided ‘and the 
- Calcutta University felt that it would be unnecessary and unfair to interfere in 
any Way with the progress of the Bill through the Council:. The Vice- 
Chancellor is not here to-day otherwise he would support mein that statement. 
Tam not aware that tho Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur has 
any right here to represent the’ Calcutta University or anything that the 
Oalcutta University stands for. I think the Hon’ble Rai Bahadur has some 
vegard for the principle of representative Government and for the principle that 
Government should be in the interest of those that are governed. But he is 
introducing a somewhat dangerous principle, I think, by attempting to force 
‘on the Oaleutta University something that it has no desire to get. So far as 
the issue of the matter is concerned, on its merits, it” seems to me, it is 
absolutely essential in matters of educational administration, even in reference 

to Universities, that the sur .e power shonld rest with the Government ~ 

‘and while there’ should be a very considerable ineasure of independence to 
‘the’ University yet there should always come a time, there should always be 
‘a possibility of a time, when it is the-xright of the Gover to intervene _ 
nd ‘a power, even in éducatiof™l matters when 

D itty ‘are concerned, higher than the. Caleutta 

‘University and it is Taaogtnea in all University administrations in other \ 

- eountries—the Government steps in, for instance, and appoints a commission 
thereby manifesting its supremac; Tt would be ‘a dangerous thing, for 
po ese in England in matters bearing on the extension of the University 


































6 University of Oxford had been granted. such a powet in 
y Hon'ble friend proposes to give to. the University of Calcutta 
1id, looking on facts from.a hidforieal point of view, that: 

tirely in the -hands of tl Universities of Oxford 
would’ not be an additional University in England at 
ild not have been the best judges when other 

re concerned. Tt ‘oyld be a dangerous policy, - 
leatta University the arbigr of University education 
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* ) 
and University extension throughout Bengal. Calcutta is already, over- 
burdened and it is, well known that there is very considerable discussion as to. 
the desirability of extending University education by the foundation of Univer- 
sities in other centres. But if the Hon'ble Rai Mohendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur's idea is maintained and the policy he stands for carried i; would 
really make the Calcutta University the sttpreme judge and arbiter in all 
matters of this kind. From the point of view of an educationist it seems 
to me that it would be an unwise and dangerous policy. We must recognise 
jn these matters the supremacy of the Government and it’seems uncertain 

at any rate whether the University of Calcutta, even assuming that these 
powers might be given or that it might be desirable to give them, is really quali- 
fied to judge in these matters. At present the Calcutta University is itself being 
judged, a commission is sitting in regard to the University and all that it, 
stands for and to come in at this time and say that the Calcutta University 
must decide matters of this kind will be putting into the bands of that body a 
power which it will not be qualified properly to administer. On these grounds 
it seems tome that the amendment proposed should be opposed.” ; 





The Hon’ble Sir 8. P. Stn, said :-— 


“My Lord, I fear that I did not succeed iv removing the misconception 
which seemed to prevail amongst some Hon’ble Members of this Council, 
when the Bill was introduced. 1 stated then-that at, the present moment, 
the Serampore College has the right to confer not only theological degrees, but 
degrees in Arts and Sciences\as well, Supposing this Bill is. dropped to-day, 
they can, ifthey chose, manufacture as many B,-A’s., and M.-A’s., etc., as th 
like ; there is nothing to prevent them.. But the primary object of this Bi 
is to enable the College authorities to utilise the powers given to them under 
the Charter to confer theological degrees on students of all Christian 
churches and not merely of the particular denomination.to which ‘the. College 
authorities belong, and this object was. considered likely.to be furthered it” 
the denominational basis on which the College te&ts..was modified by the 
creation. of an enlarged Council and, of a Senate, consisting of members 
belonging to the different Christian churches. That is the primary object of 
the Bill, namely, to enlarge the basis of the theological faculty which will 
confer the theological degrees, and that does not touch the existing powers to 
confer degrees in Arts and Sciences. There are no restrictions now existing on 

eir powers, to confer such fleece: but the Bill took the opportunity of 
imposing certain restrictions on these powers, namely, that as regards these 
other degrees, the Serampore College should not be able to confer, them 
unless the Government was satisfied that in the matter of establishment, 
equipment and academic standard to be maintained and finance, ade- 
quate, provision was made, The College. authorities ,have accepted that 
restriction, vag, that they should not confer these other degrees. withor 
satisfyin, Roney eran: in these particulars. Now, what my Hon’bl 
friend, Rai, Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur propéses to dois to enact that — 
the restrictions which they have agreed to accept, should be altered, and a .* 
restriction should be imposed upon them, ‘which they have not agreed to, viz., 
that they should satisfy not the Government, but the University of Calcutta. 
As that a reasonable proposal, vtz., to impose upon them a restriction which 
does not exist and which they are not bound to accept, i of the 
restriction which they have willingly accepted, -controt by the Govern- 
ment? I venture to thiak that the Council ree with me that it is nob. 
But, further than. that find without going into the questions which have, be 
raised by the Hon'ble Dr“Howells, the i z 
these matters, establishment and equi 
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80 far its own colleges are concerned. The Caleutta University. cannot 
affiliate’ or disatiiliave any college in Bengal, except under crn control 
of the Government of India. Now, if that is so, and if in these matters the 
Calcutta University itself is subject to the control of the Government of 
India, is it reasonable, I ask again, that the Caleutta University should be 
made the controlling authority over a sister and a possibly rival University ? 
Further, the difficulties which the’ Hon'ble» Mover of this armendment has 
pointed out about the Government of India controlling, from a distance, the 
Serampore College are not likely to exist for very much longer.» It is an open 
secrot that it is intended to substitute as the controlling authority of the 
University of Calcutta the Government of Bengal. Therefore, there would 
not be any difficulty whatsoever in the Governmer.t of Bengal, satisfying 
itself as regards these particulars, if and when, any question arises as to the 
capacity of the Serampore College to confer such degrees. It is a contingency 
which, so far as I can judge, is not likely to arise for a long time to @ome, 
and I, therefore, suggest that the Council should not accept the proposed 
amendment ”. F 


The Hon'ble Rat Mansenpra Quanpra Mrrra Banapur said :— 


“My Lord, in answer to the questions which have been raisod by the 
Hon'ble Dr. Howells; I beg to submit to your Lordship that T am myself a 
lover of representative Government. But, when I put the matter before “ 
the Government, I put it on the ground that the two Universities might 
work together, ¢2... in co-operation. 1 thought also that as the Calcutta 
University was quite close by, it would be in a position to examine the details 
yequired in clause 13 of the Bill. I have raised it also as a legal question, 
as the Hon’ble Sir 8. P. Sinha, who is an eminent lawyer, will be in a position 
to throw light on it. I thought over the matter and considered it that I 
should put it before the Council so that the Council might bo in a position to 
understand the difficulties which I pointed out. 


“Phe Hon'ble Member in charge has stated to the Council that the 
lggostion made by me isnot areasonable one. I consider that it is a reason- 
able suggestion, because it will appear from the legal aspect of the guestion 
that when a reference is made-to the Governor-General in Council or rather 
the Executive Government, they are under no legal obligation to do what is 
required under tho provisions of clause 13, There is no Act of the Supreme 
Government to compel an Executive Government to do what is required in 
clause 13. The clause seems to be a request that something should ‘be 
done but, that has no legal force, ‘That is the reason why I have submitted 
tho matter to this Council. The Hon'ble Dr. Howells says that it will be 
introducing a dangerous principle I say that it will not certainly do so. I 
depen aa have said, upon the co-operation of the two rersities. 


“Tam glad also that the Hon’ble Member in charge considers that 
there are difficulties but he thinks that these difficulties might be obviated 
soon under cortain circumstances. I have nothing further to say on this 
point, but Tsubmit that on the principle of convenience, ‘it will be far better if 
‘the Calcutta University examines these questioiis—questions of details. If the 
two Universitiés are to be considered as rival Universities, still I do not think 
that co-operation with each other will introduce a dangerous principle in the 

ay of the Serampore College. The Cogneil. of the Serampore 
ondon and the management of College, is lefi in the 
ing Committee, The Counc London is not in a 
posi ot control over the managing Committee at Serampore. 
These, my Lord, are the difficulties which I have submitted tothe Council. 
1 do not think that even if the two Universitjts are considered rivals, 


. 
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co-operation will be of no use. » In this view of the matter, 1 have submitted 
this amendment for the consideration of the Council.” # 


The motion was then put and lost. 


Z LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 5. 
‘The following motion being consequential was not moved -— 


The Hon'ble Rar Mangnpra Cuanpra Mirra Bawapur to move that 
the words ‘University of Caleutta” be substituted for the word “Govern- 
ment” in line 1 in the proviso to clause 13. * fF 


é ~ 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 6. 


The Hon'ble Rat Mawenpra Cuanpra Mirra Banapur moved that the 
following further proviso be added to clause 18, namely -— 


“ Provided also that the titles and marks ‘ot honour in respect of the 
degrees intended to be granted by the Council shall ‘be different from those 
conferred ‘by the University of Caleutta or any ‘other Indian University.” 


He said :— 


“My Lord, in moving this amendment my object is that when there are 
two universities, the degrees and marks of honour ought to. be different, and 
80 without any speech 1 submit that this proposal of mine should be accepted. 


‘The Hon’ble Sir 8. P. Sinwa said og 


“My Lord, the Hon'ble Member is probably aware himself of the™ 


difficulty of suggesting other titles aud degrees in making his amendmept. 
Are they to be called @ 6 y—or something else ? In all Universities, they are 
called Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science or Master of Arts or Master of 
Science, I donot think that the Hon’ble Member is seriously suggesting 
that the titles to be Gonferred by the Serampore University should be other 
than these. Of course, to avoid any confusion, we have now B.A. of the 
Calcutta University or B, A. of the Bombay University and so on; and the 
same distinction will remain with regard to the Serampore Coll University. 
When there is anybody getting a degree from tho Serampore College, he will 
be called B.A. of the Serampore College University ; that is the distinetion. 
It can hardly be suggested that we should have to invent a. name. different 
from that wl revails in any other University in the world.” Smeets 
b ~ 





‘The Hon’ble Dr, Howes said -— wks eee 
., My Lord, 1 beg to, oppose the amendment on the ground that it is a 
direct violation of the rights we possess under our Royal Charter and in 
accordance with the treaty with the King of Denmark. The sixth statute 
reads as follow :— = Hit) Mais s 
‘The first Council find their successors for ever’ being authorized by 
the Charter ‘ to confer degrees of rank and: honour as- shall encourage 
joarning ’ in the same Wanner as other Colleges and Universities, they shall 
from time to time confer degrees im suel branches saan SB and. science 
‘as may be studied there. in the same manner as the Universities in 
Denmark, Germany Great Britain. In doing this the Master and 








Saree: 
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pahissintce ene aan ~ 
i, : The. Seraimpore College Bill, 1918. 


Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur ; Sir 8S. P. Sinha. 


Council shall ad libitum call in the aid of any or all the Professors of Seram- 
pore College, All such degrees shall be perfectly free of expense to the 


America. 














ins 


Bic ‘The motion was put and agreed to. 


person on whom they may be conferred, whether he be in India, Europe or 


Clearly if wo are forbidden to confer such degrees as are now granted 
by the University: of Calcutta or other Universities:in the world, then this 
statute has absolutely no meaning. 1, therefore, feel that it is a violation of 


- the rights we definitely possess and rights which the Government are resolved 


to respect. The carrying out of this amendment would result in taking away 
such powers as we possess from us without our consent; and I may say \on 
behalf of the College that we could never agree to the carrying through of 
such a resolution or any modification of the Charter and statutes in the way 
proposed. The Bill carried through in such a form would be to us worse 
than ect and wo should certainly as a college appeal against it for its 
reversal,” 


The Hon’ble Rar Maneypra Cxanpra Mirra Banavur said :— 


“My Lord; the proposal which '{ have submitted is not against the terms 
of the Charter. On the other, hand, I find by a reference to clause 13 of the 
Bill that the Couneil of the Serampore College will be in a position to grant 
auch degrees as they think fit and proper with this restriction that the grant 
of the degree to the students must be confined to those who study in the 
Serampore College and also that certain requirements be fulfilled before the 
degrees are granted. So I do not see how my proposal is in conflict with the 
terms of the Charter. ‘Then, again, whenever a University is constituted. it is in 
a position to confer degrees. With Your Excellency’s permission I may be 
allowed to read section 16 of the Indian Universities Act of 1904 and there I 
find the following words :—‘ The Senate may institute and confer such degrees 
and grant such diplomas, licenses, titles and. marks of honour in respect of 
degrees and examinations as. may be prescribed by- regulation.’ When the 
Serampore University will be constituted, I am entitled’ to submit to the 
Council, that by law it may be enacted that the degrees which they may 
grant should be different from the degrees which are granted by the Calcutta 
or other Indian Universities, That is not inconsistent with the terms of the 
Charter and not inconsistent with the provisions of the law which are to 
be found in the Indian Universities Act of 1904. So,when we are going to 
have a law as to the constitution of the University and also as to the powers 
given to the University for granting degrees, is it quite unreasonable on my 


‘part to press upon the attontion of the Council that the degrees should be 


different and that the marks of honour should be different from those which 
are granted by the Indian Universities ? No doubt it has beepspointed out by 
the Fron'ble Member in charge that the same degrees. mayg#e conferred by 
different Universities. "Quite so. . But still my contention 1s that there should 
he different degrees for different, Universities, We haye got different gowns, 
different marks of honour to indicate different Universities.” 


‘The motion was then put and lost. 
i LIST OF meorense tg No. 7. 
i : 


‘The Hon'ble Siz 8. P, Siva moved that the sill, as settled in Council, 


v + 
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Bengal Budget for 1918-19. 
Sir Henry Wheeler. 
Resolutions, 
Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhurt. 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No, 8. 
BENGAL BUDGET FOR 1918.19." 




















The Hon'ble Sr Henry Waeerer presented’ the Budget of the 'Govern- 
ment of Bengal for 1918-19. ; * 


He said :— 


“Sir, a memorandum drawing attention to yarious points connected with 
the Budget is already in the hands of the Hon’ble Members, and I trust 
that the notes therein are sufficiently clear in themselves. ‘ 


“Tt will be remembered that among the resolutions moved at the 
previous meeting of the Council with reference to the Rovised Financial 
Statement, two were carried, The first recommended ‘a larger provision 
for the greater stimulation of work under the Co-operative Credit Depart- 
ment. I think the actual additional amount proposed to be allotted for that 
purpose was Rs.50,000, Subsequently, we consulted the Revenue Department 
as to the amount which they thought they could usefully spend during the 
wear in the direction of giving effect to the wishes of Council, and they told 
us that, Rs. 12,000 was the amount which could thus be disbursed ; provision 
hasbeen made accordingly in the Budget for that amount. 


“The next resolution had reference to a hostel for ‘railway students at 
Kanchrapara. hat question is not in itself. sufficiently advanced for us 
to have made a Budget provision for it. There are outstanding points, 
both in regard to the scheme and the incidence of the cost, which will now be 
worked out. Should it be decided to take action on the lines of the wishes 
of the Hon'ble Sir R, N..Mukherji, the cost will be debited to the ordinary 


Civil Works allotment of the’ Public Works Department, and therefore no’ 


special provision on that account need be made. 


“These, Sir, are the two main points of fresh interest disclosed by the 
Budget as now presented. 

“I would draw the attention of the Hon'ble Members to the last paragraph 
of the memorandum, and ask them to be so good as to extend to us their 
usual courtesy in giving preliminary intimation of any points of detail which 
they desire to raise during the debate on the 4th April, in order that informa- 
tion regarding them may be collected.” 


we LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 9. 
"RESOLUTIONS. At 
(Under the Rules for the discussion of matters of .general public interest.) 








The Hon'ble Banu Kisnort Mowax Cuavpnurt moved the following 





Resolution ;— 
¢ ep ty ks 

‘This Council reco da to the Gor in Council that stops be taken 

to provide facilities, unYer proper safeguards, to those détenus who may 

desire to appear at the next University Examinations, 

© The fyrdget is not included in these procesdings,. 
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ee Resolutions. ‘ = 
Sir Henry Wheeler ; President ; Babu Kishore Mohan Chaudhuri. 


case at Rajshahi. A boy who was appearing at the I.A. examinatioh this | 
_year was arrested during the course of he examination. .He was not de 
to finish lis examination: he had aj red only two days when he wi 
arrested. Was an immediate arrest so very urgently necessary and bak 
able? Was the boy really so very dai mgerous—like a plague or inundation: 
that he must be removed without a moment's delay lest he might: contami- 
nate the whole atmosphere with his foul breath? Were the Government in 
immediate danger of being overthrown by that hoy sothat they could not allow 
him a respite of even three or four days just to finish his examination ‘upon 
which his whole future life so immensely depended? And even if his arrest 
was so very urgent why were not-arrangements made for his examination av 
any place under proper safeguard? What wonder that, people will take 
the Defence of India Act to be an Act of Oppression. e are sometimes 
accused of embarrassing the Government by repeated Questions and Resolu- 
tions on the working of the Defence of Tndia Act! But I can assure Your 
Excellency that that is not so. Indeed, with very great pain we’ have to 
refer to these incidents with a hope that Government might clear up their 
- position and rectify the errors, if any, of their subordinates—and has it not. 
been proved by facts that there are errors! The case cited’ by me above is 
not a solitary instance. There have heen many such cases. Only the 
other day another candidate for the IA. examination was arrested at 
Rajshahi and after enquiry he was let. off just on the eve of the examination 
after a con pibhernent of little over a week. Did not this boy suffer immeasur~ 
ably owing to this interruption of studies? I do not know if he has beon able 
to appear at all at the examinntion. At least there must have been a serious 
‘obstruction to the continuity of study, not to. speak of the shock he received. 
Everybody knows how valuable every minute of the days just preceding the 
examination is to an intending candidate, We, my Lord, understand it. ‘But. 
those with whom this task of arrests under the Defence of India Act. is 
entrusted seem not to undorstand—they ‘are callous enough. Supposing 
the boy who has been arrested during the course of the examination is set free 
atter the usual enquiry, who, my Lora, will be responsible for this loss of 






“one year, at the least, the boy has been compelled to suffer ? 


* Here, my Lord, I may be permitted to observe that T do not understand 
why arrests are made before the enquiry. What is the enquiry that is made 
after the arrest ?” 


_The Hon'ble Siz Henny Wuteeter said ;— ' ms 


- “Sir, [rise to a point of order. ‘The question iiaitien arrests are made 
deta enquiry or afterwards has nothing todo with the Hon’ble Member's 
resol REP: 


The fae 





4 “The, Hon'ble. Member must confines himgelte: ‘guments which bear 


upon the actual terms of his resolution. “I have allowed him a consid 
latitude ; but if he adduces arguments which have no actual bearing 
resolution, T ees ask him to omit, them,” ei onap 


‘Phe Hon’ blesbano has Momay Onaupnuri gaihiiding said — 


“My Lord, we si perhaps be told that there aré reasons ‘fe 
“unusual procedure whiclfwe ne know they State Secret. 
e explanation to be 







iia ah 
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y Resolutions. 
> President ; Balu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 
~The Prestpen. said s— 


eee “The Hon'ble Member should resume his seat when I rise to speak. 1 
iV to see what bearing this argument on the subject. of allowances to 

détenus has on the resolution,” . 

The Hon'ble Basu Kisnort Monn Cnavpuvri continuing said :— 


|“ Very well, my Lord, as I was saying, the Defence of India Act is a war 
measure-and this somewhat ordinary application of Bengal Regulation III of 
1818—which is also an extraordinary measure—is also made for the purposes 
of the war—we are toli—both intended for vesting the executive with some 
extraordinary powers tobe used only under extraordinary cireumstances—viz., 
the power of pefiodical suspension, of the Habeas Corpus, of the natural 
civil rights of man as man—therefore of incarceration of men without trial— 
the application of both of these is a purely executive measure where courts 
of law cannot reach. But both are intended only for keeping’ those persons, 
whom the executive think to be dangerous, aloof, for the time being, from 
their usual surroundings. And, to my mind, the execitive must stop 
there—I mean only to the extent of keeping such persons aloof—and should 
not proceed any further. It pecessarily follows that these persons. cannot be 
accorded the same treatment as is meted out to the convicts, and as far as 
possible they, must be kept in the same stato of life as they used to live. | It 
also follows, a8 I have pointed out before, that they will again enjoy the same 
rights and privileges as they used to enjoy before their internment, after the 
poriod of detention is over—for they are not convicts. From this does it not 
follow that only such_ restrictions are to be placed upon such persons as are 
‘absolutely indispensable, that is to say, they should also be allowed to continue 
their usual vocations in jlife. Here, my Lord, the case of student détenus 
_ can he distinguished from other cases for even during their detention they 
can bé allowed to Continue their studies without any possible harm to the 
Government. Of course, they may not have the advantagés of collegiate 
education, but they can pursue their studies at their places of internment. 
‘And is it not also practicable to allow them to appear at tho college and 
University examinations? They can very well be examined at their places ® 
of internment or at any other place under proper safeguards. Ido not really 
see, my Lord, the least possibility of harm to the Government in taking this 
course. On the other hand, if these boys are not allowed to go on with their 
studies—what is the result?“ The result is that when these persons are set 
free again they have to begin their life anew and perhaps they are then too 
‘dld to begin their studies afresh. And though the Act does not intend to 
‘brand them as convicts, the operation of the Act in this country and more 
especially the methods of that hallowed infallible department known in 
this unfortunate country as the G.I. D..do as a matter of fact brand them 
‘as the worst set of confirmed criminals—for ever pursued the Criminal 
Inyestigation Departmept wherever they go, resulting iWthis that these 
‘unfortunate persons are more ‘miserable than ever, getting no employment. 
haying no community because searing away everybody—in short they 
are ruined persons—and what is the next thing they are likely, to do? 
Wither they must commit suicide, as some recent cases have shewn, or they 
will have to resort to unlawful acts for their bread and for the sake of some 
j seolnsent “whatsoaver. And who, my’ Lord, is. responsible for this sad 
resul 


It? There is perhaps no eseay from the unhappy conclusion that it is 
‘riminal. ‘natin Peretiutont or the fi of the Defence of 

















igation t 
‘India’ Act. Was this result intended by the 2 At ledst I do, not 
aah 80, Ia this also the way, my Lord, how the very: serious problems 
aemployment.and discontent in this country aro being solved ? 
/ With) these words I. commend resolutjpn to the acceptance. of 
: ; i is 
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Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Hag; Rat Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 


the vegulations be rescinded in this instance was withdrawn. That, Sir, is 
the position. A boy, quite ‘apart from any action of Government. has to 
obtain a certificate of attendance at lectures and another as.to his moral 
character ; the fact that he has been interned will be an obstacle to both. 
Our position is as explained in the answer to a question which | have already 
quoted, namely, that if the Educational authorities allow a boy to appear at 
his examination, assuming that he is able to get these certificates, Govern- 
ment will then eonsider whether, looking to the circumstancés of the case 
and the reasons for which he was interned, it is practicable to allow him to 
attend at the place of examination. That will be judged on the merits of the 
case. Permission may be granted or refused; it will altogether depend on 
what the facts of the case are. That being so, 1 am unable to accept the 
resolution which &sks us to provide facilities regarding which, as I have 
explained, the’ initial difficulty is that of satisfying the requirements of the 
University, while even if that was met. there would still remain the con- 
sideration of the merits of each individual case.” 


The Hon'ble Mavivi A. K. Fazu-vi-Hag sats 


“My Lord, although I have not beén able to follow the Hon’ble Babu 
Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri who moved this resolution, I think it my duty, 
on reading the resolution on the agenda paper, to say a few words in support 
of it. Idonotthink, my Lord; that there is a single member of the Council 
who does not realize that we are passing through critical and anxious times, 
and that thé Government have got the right in these extraordinary tithes to 
adopt extraordinary measures for the sake of public peace and tranquillity. 
The Defence of India Act ffom that point of view is certainly an extraordinary 
measure which the Government have adopted, and the only difference in the 
‘points of view of the people and the Government ies in the fact that in, some 
cases al least the Act has been unnecessarily and harshly imposed. One of 
the general complaints which T have heard is that some of the détenus are not 
given permission, not to speak of facilities, for appearing at varions examina- 
tions. From all that I could understand from the speech of Sir Henry 
Wheeler I find that in some cases Government did’ give permission to 
certain détenus and if they could not appear at the examination it was 
due to causes over which Government had no control. 1 take it, therefore, 
that the principle recommended in the resolution. is acceptable to Govern- 
ment, bad jin this view of the matter I would respectfully urge upon 

“your Excelleney’s Government to consider. if the matter could not be 
disenssed with the University authorities and the resolution accepted in the 
form in which it has been moved in this Council. We all know that the 
Defence of India Act is only a preventive measure and that it has only been 

macted for the preservation of public safety and tranquillity ; if my view 

- js correct then it is only natural that we should expect that ‘Act should 
not be set in motion so%as to cause more hardship than can possibly be 
avoided. We all know, and experience, has taught us, that suspected 

uilty persons when they find their fature almost blasted stray further and 
Farther from the path of virtue and ultimately become hardened criminals. 
Therefore, I submit that in the interests of society some of these détenus ought 
tobe granted every facility for appearing at the examinations, so that after 

- their release they may follow a usefal career in life. With these words I 

commend this resolution for the acceptance of the “y oe Hi 





‘Phe Hon'ble Rar Rapua Oana Pas Bawapur said, J : ) 
xe | T rise to support the resolution movag by my Hon'ble friend 
ri Mohan Chaudhuri. And in doing so, Jssure your Excellency 





Bor ‘ : { 








5 te ce agi 





_ Balu Kishori Mohan Chaudhari. 


hat I would cig tapas to che terms of the resolution and the reply given ~ 
sy Sir Henry Wheeler. My Lord, it is unnecessary for me to impress upon 
your Excelleney's Goyernment that this subjaet has been a subject of much 
pane creme agitation in our community. My Lord, [am not entering upon 
port age internment at all. On this subject thero is of course difference of 
that we are at present concemed with is to impress upon the 
iveniaacchdtuaonaalt sen Bechet inet ae meee commcineicnen arm A 
ng on their studies in schools and before their detention, that after 
their release they may pot turn into oarseromer eriminals and do mischief not 
only to society hut to the Government <3 well. My Lord, it is admitted that 
these arrests are made on suspicion. I do not wish to enter into the question 
whether arrests on suspicion are justified or ot, . This is not the time nor 
the place. But after all when these youngmen are arrested on suspicion 
the Government should be benevolent enough to see that they. are fairly and 
generously treated-—although they are kept under restriction. Those of them 
who were students should be allowed to continue their studies under proper 
safeguards and to appéar at the examinations if they desire to do so. The 
Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler has stated that permission has been given in 
certain cases, and every individual case was considered whore permission was 
not piven, My Lord, we sybmit that whatever the eircumstances of individual 
C Le heer own to the Goyernment alone would. be doin 
a Government or to soziety if these boys are allowe: 
pear ate Moog It is stated that there are difficulties so far as the 


















University is e Lam sure, my Lord, if the Government is inclined 
to grant them fae 8 some arrangements ean be made with the University 
au ta allow et bys to appear qt the examinations or to continue 
whe} ieg oven aces of their confinement. If this is done the 
interest of sogiety wil avd and they. pill be brought up as loyal 
nd law-abidin, ne ae Teragie od 8 pee, will improve their main and 
Oks this arcan; amet can b he ae ae Le safeguards. It 
seers tee many cages of detention, eee is al tly brought to an 
Son the boys gre ‘turned into a band of ec g squthe But if 
ation i clon ill will mee content ; otherwise, when 

is dita come gat come on in a state of mipd which r 
to think wi saetnmtl with the character of good citizens. Some 


2a own to these boys, and this little wo of generosity 
se ped by, the parents. eat este the Sechere 
ORE 1B. 


ah mtd he Gott rh Pe fe 
ie stoma ml e! 
coer Thar” 










"4 oe, Tn th 


y Winslet a 
ae ae 


uh in salabais mein ose 










'M: Le d, ‘ter 
ee peer 





me ie 


ae 





po aaa 
poling bese bona in al 


PA Bess uiceeaninen 


Ml oDiite: dere 


i, 
ash 
hia eRe tte... 


ie a he 
SLI eae 


ic ian aca . 
Maaco site 
ithe Me i ider wh in 
sei Ailend: ern gee ratstnty 
28) igs apa hg 








eS Parr: IVA} THE CALCUTTA GAZETTED, APRIL 17, 1918. 643, 





——— 











: Resolutions. 


Sir Henry Wheeler. 


‘In the first place, I may so far lighten the diseussion by stating that 
persons who are convieted of any offences under the Defence of India rules 
are treated like ordinary conviets. , That, therefore, merely leaves those who 
are dealt with under Regulation IT] of 1818, and those who are under deten- 
tion under tho Defence of India Act pending enquiry. 


“The use of thé word ‘cells’ has been taken advantage of to conjure up 
pictures which are not consistent with the actual facts. From the critici 
occasionally made it might be inferred that the cell in an Indian pr 
somé evil dungeon into which people are thrown, to be. cast aside; forgotten 
By man and cut off from all communication with the outer world. ‘The cell 
jn-an Indian jail is not, however, of that character ; as doubtless those who 
aré Visitors of jails have seen, cells are separate compartments, usually ina 
row, either facing a common yard or, in some casos, separate yards in the 
form of kmall entlosures attached to them. The reasons why men dealt: with 
under Regulation [II are placed in cells are mainly three: In the first place 
if they ate not placed in these cells, they would be grouped with ‘ordinary 
conviets, and against that course there would certainly be complaints, and 
reasonably so. Secondly, by placing these men in cells, it is possible to afford 
them more favourable personal treatment: in certain respects than would 
otherwise be the case. I will explain later how in certain matters these men 
are given special treatment, Thirdly, in the intorests of jail discipline, iv is 
impossible to allow these mon unrestricted association among themselves. 
Many of them are dangerous characters ; if they are allowed unrestricted 
aeauviation there is every reason for believing that they will conspire against 
the discipline of the jail and get jnto communication with the outer world. 
We have had examples to that effect jn the past. I need merely remind 
the Council of the earlier days of the seditious movement when, by reason of a 
certain amount of laxity in supervision, revolvers were smuggled into a jail 
anda gross murder was committed. Hon'ble Members have also probably 
seen what recently happened at the Hazaribagh Jail, where prisoners con- 
nected with the seditious movement oyerpowered their warders and escaped 
jn considerable number. It is essential, therefore, that wo should have 
regard to the maintenance of jail discipline by exercising such precautions 
as we may consider necessary. 











“7 will now deal with the allegation that these men are hold in solitary 
confinement—a statement which is often made; I assert that it is not truco, 
and my answer to the Hon'ble Member's long category of protests is that 
these men are not treated in solitary confinement. Solitary confinement is 
aw definite and defined thing, and T may explain to the Council what it means 
under our rules. There are three categories of confinement which are 
popularly called solitary confinement, zamely, solitary confinement proper, 
cellular confinement, and separate confinement. ‘These are defined as follows 
in our Jail Code :— 3 

© Solitary confinement ’ is confinement in a cell, with ie labour, 
go da 10 envirely seclydo the prisoner both from the sigh@@f, and communi- 
cation with, other prisoners. 





‘Cellular confinement ‘ is confinement ina cell, with or, without labour, 

s0.as to entirely geclude the prisoners from communication with, but not from 
_ sight of, other prisoners. 

“Separate. confinement’ is confinement in a cell, with or without labour, 
so ag to seclade tho prisoner whilst in his cell from communication with, but 
not from sight of, other prisoners. 

“Thai, Sir, is the degeription. of solitary comfinement ag known to the 
Jail Code, and I presnmo it is not to be inferred that we have applied to 
these men a form, of torture which is unknown. to the Code. 
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“The treatment meted out ‘to these men is as the poles apart from 
these classes of confinement to which I have just referred, and I will indicate. 
somé of ‘the leading points in the #ules, which haye the approval, of. tho. 
Government of India, regarding the treatment of these men. In the first 
place; the rules provide, among other things, for special furniture to be 

laced in the cells,- including lanterns, beds, mosquito curtains and mats. 
ese men are allowed to wear their own clothes, and friends may send 
them extra clothing and bedding. If they. themselves are unable to supply 
sufficient clothing -and. bedding, the deficieney“is made-good by Government. 
‘They receive at,the jail expense the food to which they are accustomed in 
their own station of life; the Ghadralok class receive the same quality of 
rice as is used in the jail hospital. At the discretion of the Superintendent 
and under the usual restrictions as ‘to examination, friends may send in 
extra provisions, and, if desired, a reasonable supply of cigarettes and tahacco 
is provided. They are’allowed interviews with their relatives and friends, 
a special day being set apart for that purpose, and they aré allowed to 
write one or two letters every weck. They are not allowed to read news- 
papers, but recently (they have always been supplied with news of the 
war) we have allowed them to see the Iustrated Edition of ‘Lhe Times of 
India.” “They are allowed books, both: vernacular and English, from the jail 
library and outside. ‘Spécial grants have been made. to jail libraries. in 
order that books may be provided, and when a desire is indicated to read any 
special book the Superintendent tries to get it. It is laid down in tho rules 
that, so faras practicable, facilities may be given.to obtain any books which,they, 
desire So much as regards thoir life in the cells, and we now come to the 
more particular point of the alleged solitary nature of the confinement. Our 
present rules lay down that all’ political prisoners shall take exercise outside 
their cells for a poriod of at least one hour each morning and evening and 
during this time they may associate, under supervision, with one another, 
Apart from this daily exercise,and subject to tho’ ordinary jail routine, they 
aro also allowed to assdeiate together outside their cells except for the period 
during which they are locked up for their midday sleep. If they .wish it, they 
are allowed to have a course-of physical drill, and they are permitted and 
encouraged to practise carpentry and any other useful work which enablos 
them better to pass their time, while books’ of instruction, tools and matorials, 
such as wood, etc., are provided for the purpose. I may. mention that when T 


“visited the Dacca Jail I came across a porson there of an artistic temperament 


who was busy painting. pa 


4 : “ 4 

“These are the rules which govorn the. treatment of these men, and I 
maintain that in no sense can that treatment be described as solitary confine 
ment, but apart from the rules, I may also refer Hon'ble Mem| rs to an 
account which we have had both from the Superintendonts of the Presidency 
and Alipore Jails as to what was actually done with reference to these men, 
even prior t th most resent amendments which -have still further rolaxa- 

lig] 





tions. record of what they did, and Iwill touch upon it briefly. 
Soon after day! , about, at 5-80 they were unlocked®and allowed to exercise 
separately ; after that they had their chota hazri-at 7-30 AM, and then 
they were allowed to associate with one another, the worst class being placed 
under some degree of, supervision and limited to half-an hour, but: the 
rest not.; during this period they were allowed to play cards, badminton 
ortake any other reasonable forms of exercise.- After this period of associ- 
ation the wrost class were allowed to exorcise separately and sit outside their 
cells, They thon had. tigir breakfast. I haye here details of tho food that 
is given ; they are allowefathe privilege of cigarottes, fruits and other. sweet~ 
meats. At midday they Yetire to their cells, but in the afternoon, at 4-30, 
they were let out of their cells again and allowed similar assogiation, after 
which they had their dipner and. wore finally locked. up: ‘for. the night. 





Res 
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‘Rai Debendra Ghandra’ Ghosh’ Bahadur; Rat Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur; Maulvi Abul Kasem ; The President, 


‘The books of the Presidency Jail library number 482 volumes. Fri 

send practically anything, such as clothing, biscuits, fruits, Sentara 
the Superintendent's spare The speciat furniture provided for them 
includes mosquito curtains, table, chair and writing facilities. The account 
of the Alipore Jail is on similar lines and scarcely needs recapitulation, 


 “ Sir, so long as it is necessary to deal with these memunder Regulati 
i to" tion 
IIT of 1818 and to place them in onr jails, we cannot place them otlishiad 
than in these cells, but to characterise that. treatment as ‘solitary confinement 
is, I submit, an absolute misrepresentation of the facts.” 


The Hon'ble Rar Dewenpka Cndxvera Gros Banapur said :— 


_““My Lord, aftor hearing Sir Henry Wheoler, I do nob wish to say any- 
thing on this resolution”. a 


The Hon'ble Rar Manenpra Cuanpra Mrora Banapun; said :— 


“My Lord, I wish to speak on this subject as public mind is agitating 
over this matter as we read in the papers. Some time ago I put a question in 
this Council as to the necessity of appointing a visiting committee to examine 
the condition of the détenus. I was told in answer that under the orders of 
the Goyernment of India the Distriet Magistrate visits these persons. I had 
an idea in my mind that non-official gentlemen should be allowed to go to 
the'cells or places’ where'tle détenus’ are confined: Now if this procedure 
were allowed there would have been less agitation. ‘Lhe people are of opinion 
that the health of these persons, has been injured. It is a question of fact— 
some le say “no”, some people say “yos”. But the whole question may 
be decided if non-official gentlemen are allowed to examine political prisoners 
and then they will be in a position to undorstand whether the rumour that is 
spreading throughout the country is correet or not. In this view of the matter 
T beg to support the resolution”. ‘ 





‘The Hon’ble Mavivi Anut Kase said sm ws f 


“ After the statement of the Hon’ble Sir Herity Wheeler, with reference 
to this resolution, I do not think I would be justified in speaking on it but 
vat the saine time I crave Your Excellency’s permission to say a fow words 
with reference to another matter altogether. My Lord, to-day is the last day 
that the Hon'ble Mr. Beatson Bell sits-on this Council—". 


The Presment said -— 


“Order, order. I think I had better explain hore that the Hon'ble 
Maulvi-Abul Kasom expressed to me a desire to give him an opportunity of 
saying a few words with regard to the departure of the Hon’ Mr. Beatson 
Bell to another province. * I pointed out to the Hon'ble Membor that without 
suspending tho rules it would be difficult for me todo soand he suggested that 
he might be able to say a word or two in this connection upon one of the 
resolutions to be debated. I indicated or, intended to indicate to him that I 
would not: listen too strictly t6 what he said, but here he declares his intention 
of making’a speech on an. entirely diffierent subject. I am afraid I cannot 
stretch the rule sufficiently wide for that. I supposed the Hon'ble Member in 
the-course of his speech would say that he was quije sure that Government 
always did their best to treat the détenus well andgfthat with Mr. Beatson 
Bell’ asa Member of that Government there could 7 deed be no doubt of it, 
or something of that kind. But as itis T am afraid 1 cannot stretch the 
rule ‘so wide as the Hon'ble Member requires” 





Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur ; Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: © 


nS 


3 thd Ooo Saad’ 
The Hon'ble Rar Rapwa Onanan Pav Bamapur said :— 
“My Lord, Iam not speaking of Mr. Beatson Bell whom we ought to 
Lid’ a respectful farewell as we are now living in solitary cells, but we 
may have oceasion to do so after this item is finished. I have igtiged 
with great interest to the speech of the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler. When- 
ever a lacid and clear explanation is given which satisfies the most’ inquisi- 
tive amongst us we are.tho first. to come forward and thank the Government 
or the Member of the Government, who gives us an opportunity, of doing so. 
1 thank Sir Henry Wheeler for the very. lucid and interesting statement 
that he has made and the information he has given, i 
My Lord, he has quoted some of the jail rules and Tam sure that when he 
himself visited some of the jailé he found that these rules were being obser- 
ved, but, my Lord, there is a widely different public fecling outside the 
Members of your Government and amongst the non-official visitors of the jails. 
When some of these visitors (I have been honoured with an appointment) 
expressed their desire to look into the condition of some of these political 
prisoners under the Defenco of India Act they were told that it was’ not’ their 
funetion todo so and they are simply to look into the condition of the 
ordinary criminals.» They ‘had naturally to turn their steps in another direc- 
tion. My ‘Lord, I accept unhesitatingly the information given by the.Hon'ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler, but as the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur 
has said it would be much more gratifying to our. community and to. the 
people concerned if the 1ron-official yisitors were allowed the same opportunity 
of judging the condition of these prisoners-and of seeing how they are treated 
there, § « 


T think, my Lord, in this respect some orders may be isseud to the jail 
authorities. I have seen some cells in the jails provided with tolerably good 
furniture where, as far as L could see, Anglo-Indian and Chinese prisoners, 
were placed, but I:have not seen the cells where politiéal prisoners or 
prisoners under'the Defence of India’ Act are placed and therefore cannot 
say anything about them, The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler lias visited some 
of these cells and we must accept his statement. I hope that some steps may 
be taken to give a larger opportunity to my countrymen to see the condition 
of these prisoners in jail.” 9 


Gye? 
The Hon'ble Banu Akun. Canpra Darra said > 


“My Lord, I have learnt with great pleasure that rules on the subject by 
themselves are nothing but desirable, but at the same time allow me kindly 
to say this, that if I have been able to follow the reply of the Hon'ble Sir 
Henry. Wheeler I do. not. think he has said anything with respect to that 
portion of my speech in which I said that as a matter of fact solitary 
confinement of the political prisoners have léd in many cases to mental 
break-down apd in some eases to actual insanity. [may take’ it that is a 
suggestion wM&h it was not intended to be zebutted. Jf that is so, 
the rules, however good in themselvés, can serve no tsefal purpose whatso- 
ever. Ibis not the first time that I have made the allegation in this Couneil ; 
the allegation has been made, if I remember aright, for more than a year . 
‘in the press and if in spite of that representation and” if in spite of the - 
allegation that I made in my initial speech there is nothing to be said 
on behalf of Government. my submi is that the rules, however good they 
may be. cannot bring salvation. 1 inclitied to place very much value «po 
the excellence of the rifes only if it is a fact that my sent nt is at ai 
‘a mere misropresontati and thero is nd such thing as’ solitary confinement in 




















solitary’ cells of political prisoners. If that is so and if that is true then, 
‘my Lord, bmissi that I. do not see why there’ should ‘bo 
pe ee at he part off cvernakae pea nat Fae Png e 
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: - Resolutions. 
Sir Henry Wheeler: Babu Avkit Chandra Datta. 


my resolution which runs like this: “his Council rectmmends to the 
Govermor in Council to issue au order prohibiting accommodation in solitary 
cells.” Iam deleting only these two expressions. “ solitary cells.” .'Then 
so far as my resolution relates to solitary cells that may be accepted by the 
Government rejecting that portion which refers to “separate cells.” If this 
+is accepted by Government T am ‘Quite prepared to withdraw my resolution 
with respect to separate cells.” 


The Hon’bleSix Hexry Wueever said — 


“My. Lord,+I did not follow clearly part of the Hon'ble Member's 
remarks, but he seemed to contend that the statements, which he claims to 
have repeatedly made in this Council, that the mental condition of thése men 
has been. affected hy the solitary nature of their confinement, have not beon 
challenged and that he may.thereforetake it that these statements are 
correct and unrebutted ; I can only point out that I have been .endeavonring, 
for the last ten minutes or so, to explain that these mon are not subjected to 
solitary confinement at all, and that whatever unfortunate results to their 
health may have happened, they cannot be attributed to that cause. 


“As regards the suggested amendmont of this, resolution, | object, and 
Tobject on principle. A resolution is cbated as it is framed, and to amend it 
after discussion is merely calculated to lead to misunderstanding as to what 
was, or was not, the attitude of Government. I have already, stated that so 

» long as these men are in our jails, they mast be put in cells and that 
cannot be avoided ; I am not prepared. to accept any moification of the 
resolution which might afterwards be construed as an assurance that these 
men would not be placed in cells. Our contention is:that they-are not placed 
in solitary confinement in the ordinary avceptance of the term.” 





‘The resolution was then put and lost. 


ss LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 11. 


The Hon'ble Basu Axum Onaxpra Darra moved the following Resolution <— 


‘This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a Medical 
Board be appointed consisting of officials. and non-officials— 

(a) to examine Babu Jyotish Chandra Ghosh who is now under 
detention under Bengal Regulation II of 1818 in the Berham- 
pore Lunatic Asylum ; ; 

(b) to ascertain whether he is insane ; * 

(c) ifhe is found*to be insane, to investigate into the causes of his 
insanity ; 5 

(a) to submit a report about. the present condition of his health ; and 

(¢) if necessary, to consider. what steps should be taken for his 
treatment. 


He said -— . i 
_-“My Lord, there has been considerable aisoihion about this matter in 
the press which for the sake of argumont, lot, ine "say, may be based upon 
® ‘Goeninva misrepresontation, But at the same time I do submit that in view 
* of the persistent and prolonged character of thap. misrepresentation it is 
- Gesirable in the interest of the Government, that jff should be removed and 
that very" useful purpose will be sorved by the JBoard which I have recom- 
mended in this resolution. The appointment of flat Board will not do any 
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injury to anybody. Their report may be bad or indifferent. And even if it isa 
bad report it will not bind the Government in any way. The personnel-of +! 

» Board will be in the hands of the Government. But if a Committee is 
appointed it will show that Government is willing to conciliate publie opinion so 
far as this particular matter is concerned. ‘Therefore I hope Your Excellency’s 
Government will see their way to accept this resolution. . * 


‘The Hon'ble Sir Henry. WHEELER said :— S me 


: < \ 

“My Lord, in so far as this particular individual is being dealt with 
under Regulation {I of 1818, the remarks which I made in» connection with 
the previous resolution as regards the proper place for its discussion, are 
applicable, but for somewhat similar reasons, and ‘especially having regard 
to the publicity which has been given to this caso and the criticisms which 
have beon made about it, we are glad to havo this:opportunity to explain here 
what'the facts are. 


“The first point, which T would like to make clear, is that, although this 
man is actually at this moment detained under Regulation ILI of 1818, it is 
merely on account of his health that he has not been placed on his trial for 
serious and grave offences, His prosecution for tho grave offence of waging 
war against the British Crown and cortain other cognate sections had i 
actually sanctioned in May last. The court which would have tried him had 
been constituted, and he would have been put on his trial had it not been 
for the fact that a mental breakdown supervened and he was certified by ¢ 
our medical officers as unfit to stand his triel. 1 think that this fact is little 
known to the outside world, when we are accused of having kept this man 
in jail without bringing*any charges against him ; the facts are that he is in 
a position more akin to that of an under-trial prisoner. 


“The general tenor of the statements and criticisms which have been 
made about this case—I am not particularly referring to what has been said 
in this Council, but to what we Posasnty read in the newspapers—is that 
it is owing mainly to the harsh and brutal’ treatment to which this man has 
been subjected that his mind is giving way, and that Government have dealt 
with his case callously and brutally. I hope to be able to show that thia is 
not true, 


“Ever since the mental condition of this man gave cause for anxiety, 
it has been carefully examined both by this Local Government and the 
Government of India, and I have here a bulky file of reports which have 
been submitted to the Government of India on this case. His mental state 
first gave cause for anxiety while he was in the Rajshahi Jail, and another 
prisoner was tog. off to keep him company. Early in April, Major Peebles, 
who is our recognised expert on mental diseases, wat specially sent from the 
Berhampur Lunatic Asylum to examine the case. Orders were similarly 
issued by the Government of India at that time that the man should be 
given any amenities which could be safely allowed and which were likely to 
conduce to the restoration of his health. On the 6th March, ata time pee 
he was merely suffering from melancholia and hallucination, the District 
Magistrate of Rajshahi definitely reported that he had no complaint to make 
about his treatment. ‘Tat was when he was in the Rajshahi Jail, Subse- 

went to the visit of Magar Peebles, he was transferred to the Berhampur 

ail in order that Major Reebles might exercise constant supervision over him. 
‘That was in the beginning of May, and there again another prisoner was told off. 
to keep him company. I June, we sent Col. Deare, who is one of the leading 
physicians. of Calcutta, ‘ially to see this man in consultation with Major 
Peebles. In August, aft this man had been seen several times by Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Buchanan, who although visiting tho jail in his capacity as— 


RE 
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Inspector General of Prisons, is, as we all know, a médical man, he was trans- 
ferred to the Berhampar Lunatic Asylum, on Licutenant-Colonel Buchanan’s 
advice that-he would be better treated in the asylam than was possible in the 
jail. ios pact that, Major Peebles was transferred to the Lunatic 
‘Asylum at Ranchi and Major Moses came to Berhampur. Early this year we 
again sent up Captain Hume, attached to the Presidency General Hospital, to 
examine the case in consultation with Major Moses. Therefore, ever sinco 
Fobruary last, we have had constant and repeated examinations of this man by 
the best medical opinion available, and Government have kept in a constant 
touch with the various stages through which his case has passed. However, 
wo have done moro than this, Some time before we had notice of this 
resolution we decided to address the mother of the man to the effect 
that if it would tond to satisfy her apprehensions to call in a non-official 
medical man of her own choice, we would give him all facilities.” She 
has since nominated Dr. Mrigondra Lal Mitra of_ this city and we 
have addressed him asking whether he is willing’ to go. If he 1s 
willing to do so, we shall constitute another Board probably consisting of 
him, Major Peebles, Vaptain Hume and Major Moses who is in charge of 
the case. We shall therefor’ again receive their opinion, and. on its receipt 
we shall give it our fulland careful attention in consultation with the Govern- 
ment of India, A& has been previously stated in this Council, the substance 
of the reports that have been received at one time or another is to the effect 
that, whatever may be the case now, there are reasons for believing that. this 
man began probably by malingering ‘and feigning insanity ; but it was pointed 
cut ovon at that time that it was possible that heavould induce a state of 
real insanity. Whether this has occurred or not, it is now for the Medical 
Board to say, but it is a question whether a state of melancholic stupor may 
not now have intervened. However, we shall have his further Board and 
we shall see what their opinion is. 


“These, Sir, are the facts. If it is understood that what is being done 
covers what is intended by the resolution, I have no objection to allow the’ 
resolution to go as accepted , sinee it merely suggests steps which have 
been already taken.” 


Tux Hon'ble Rat Dewenvea Canna Guosn Banapor said :— 


“My Lord, after what has fallen from the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, I 
do not wish to. weary the Council by saying’ anything further. I am gratified 
to hear that Government is prepared, as T gather, to accept the resolution.” 


Tur Hon'ble Basu Axim Cuaxpea Darra said :— + 
“My Lord, as far as I have been ablo to follow the Tig'ble Sir Horiry — 


Wheeler, he practically a€cepts my recommendations. In view of this decision 
Thave only to express my gratefulness to him and I have nothing more to 
add.” 2 


_Yhe motion was then put and agrodd to. 5 
The Couneil was then adjourned to 11 a.M., on Thursday, the 4th April, 
1918, at Goyernment House, Calcutta. 
Ac M. apronison, 


‘Seoy. to the (Govt. of Bengal and 


air 2 «+ Secy. to the Bengal igislative Council ( Offg.). 
_ Cancurra,— 
The 12h April, 1918. 


650 THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, APRIL 17, 1918. [Parr TVA 





APPENDIX A. 
(Rererrep to an‘ rng Answer 70’ Question | No. 1), 

Statement showing the amounts of which payments. were sanctioned ly District 
and Local Boards in the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions during 1917 
for the excavation of tanks specially reserved for drinking water, inclusive 
of charges on account of land acquisition, — 


District and Local Boards. Amount. 

ri Rs, 
Burdwan District Board te sh 4: 08 
Midnapore. ditto... eas a we 7,835 


Sadar Local Board, Hooghly 
Serampore Local Boatd 
Howrah District Board 


2,000 
7,660 
5,155 





24-Parganas District Board 90,676 
Murshidabad ditto J. 3,021 
Jessore District Board ons. ‘ope, ov 14,214 
Khulna ditto os, “S vs 12,049 
Birbhum © ditto ns os Mesh oh | 
Nadia ditto te ve iat OR 


No other,payments are reportedas having been sarge by other 
District and Local Boards in the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions. _ 


‘ ¥ 


% r 
APPENDIX B. 


(Rererrep To uv THE Answer To Question No. If). 


Statement showing the number of passengers who travelled to and from 
Nabadwipa@éation on the Bast Indian Railway and the amount of fares 
earned thereon by the Hast Indian Railway each year, since the opening 
of this station. 





Pnox Namapwira. To Nanapwira. 
Number of Fares earued by’ Number of Fares earned by 
es passengers, Hhdity.” passongers, BL RY, 
Rs. Rs, 


1-4-1912 to 31-3-1913. 63,373 35,415, 12,324 32,688 
1-4-1913 to 31-3-1914 at 69,237 40,522 19,635 41,270 
1-4-1914 to 31-3-1915 whe. 72,118 41,360 85,132 44,355 


oe 


“1-4-1915 to 31-3-1916 ve B1692 43,503 (90,983 46,149 
1-4-1916 to 31-3-1917 ve 89,993 44011 93,160. 45D 


1-4-1917 to 28-2-1918 oe 64,888 39,840 66,858 44,668 
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sae ae Questions and ‘dnuabers. =i 
By the Hon'ble Dp, AMDULLA-AL-MaMmon SumRawaRDy = 0 
i x psa 
dag (@ Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the — 
vapors catnin Circular No, 1604—1612.A. of 1905, on the subject 4f Confiden 
> educational and to state whether paragraphs 5 and 7 are observed in the Education” 
oioere. Department ¢ ¥ 


(b) Will the Goverhment be pleased to state who are responsible for— 


(2) the submission of confidential reports on— 
* (2) Principals of Colleges, 
ch (it) Professors, * 
. (i) Inspectors of Schools, 
(i) Inspectresses of Schools, - 
(x) Assistant Inspectors of Schools, oa 
(0?) Assistant Inspectresses of Schools, 
(vti) Head Masters of Zilla Schools, and 
- (vii?) Deputy Inspectors? 
(2) the communication of unfavourable @onfidential reports to the 
officers mentioned above ¢ i * S 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is to be under- 
stood that the officers of the Education Department mentioned above who 
have not been-informed of any unfavourable ene against them have not 
been badly reported on as to defects in them which may be cured? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the promotions of 
the officers mentioned above depend largely upon confidential reports? If 
s0, will the Government be pleased to state what steps, if any, are taken to 
verify the unfavourable reports? oer 

(e) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they are _con- 
sidering the desirability of verifying unfavourable reports by reference, for 
instance, to District Officers or Divisiqnal Commissioners, or both, as the’ 
case may be? * 


(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of directin, “that 
5 all unfavourable reports against the officers mentioned above during last, 
~ three years, if not already com: igated, be comniunicated without further - 


delay’ to the officers concerned im accordance with the Cireular No, 1604— 
1612 A, dated the 23rd March, ¢ : a 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Matiry :-— * 


“(a) A copy of the Circular* is laid on the table. Sateen to7 

‘have been superseded by Circular No. 5489-5504 A., datéd t | June, 

1916, a copy of whicht is also placed on the table together with a copy of its 

enclosure.” : : ge See 
(b) ()— a: ° 

(®) The Director of Public Instruction. * } 

(@ agg ons ak ee oe PR 
(ti) The. Director of Public Instruction and the Divisional Commis- 
- sioner concerned. — Case ‘ bao 8 
- () The Director of Public Instruction. SS , 
(v) Inspectors of Schools and Divisional Commissioners. a 


Tn of Schools, * wee 
Le oe sm 0) gpa of Sec District Officers and Divisional 
si Commissi jot sp oage Petals Perk i e 


Pee ‘ fa sds 
* Vide Appondix 


be bee 








B. 
rie 











the Provincial Judicial Service are likely to retire in the course of this year? Judivial Service 
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i : Questions and. Answers. 
By the Hon'ble Banu Kisuort Mouan Cuaupnurt :— 





23 
x “| 
x 


ae € fs : x ¥ 
 @ Will the Government be pleased to state how many officers in yo provincial 


~ (b) Will the Government be pleased to:lay on the table a list showing 
the number of enrolled candidates for the Provincial Judicial Service from 
each district of the Province? 
ip £. Are the Government considering the advisability of giving effect to 
the claims of those districts which are either not eagles at all, or are 
a. wately represented in the said service, at the time of making new ‘ 
ap] ents to fill up the vacancies in the current year! vs 
_ @ Ave the Government considering the desirability of making new 4 
appointments to the said service on a divisional basis, in consultation with 
the High Court? 





Answer by the Hon'ble Mr: PANTON :— 


“ @) One officer retired in February, 1918, and nineteen others are due 
to retire in the half-year ending September 30th, but as the question of 
granting extenSions of service to certain of these officers is under the considera- 
fion of Government, it is impossible to make a definite statement. 

~~ (b) A sialement® is laid on the table. 

(v) and (2) There is no present intention of departing from the existing 
nn ‘of selection, which are not based upon supposed district or divisional 
claims. 


By the Hon'ble Basu Brosznpra Kisnor Ray Caavpsurt :— 


- 


XI. ‘ 
(a) Ie it a fact that in Octobe 1917," nearly two ‘hundred tenants Aliere 
of the Mathurapur Estate of Mr. G. Hennessey in Malda now under, the Amr acs 
Court of Wards submitted a memorial to the Commissioner, Rajshahi of the 


Division, stating theft grievances ‘and praying for protection t Matinee 
i (0) Is it also a fact that the tenants of the said estate telegraphed | 
on the 18th December, 1917, to His Excellency the Governor asking for 
protection? Rieter ‘ ‘ 
-(c) Will the Government be oe to state’what action, if ‘any, has * 
boen taken on the said memorial to the’ Commissioner, Rajshahi Division, 
and on the telegram to His Excellency the Governor # ¥ 


‘Answor by the Hon'ble Mn. Kerr :— " a) 

Sorat (a) About a hundred tenants of the Mathurapur WState submitfed a 
memorial to the Commissioner shorfly after six annas share of the estate 
had been taken in charge by the Court of Wards. Thiggpemorial set forth 
‘no specific grievances ‘ind in effect merely amounted to a general request that, 
all ee old servants of the estate should be discharged, “ 

Q) Yes. et nie fr 

 @ An enquiry was made by the Collector of Malda. | Government have 

‘ cacertaingd age Court of ate. dome etnies ok ea seston jas 
been shown ing a gene the nature suggested in the 

jal and that the Ma 


memorial ger and Collector qn be trusted to take any 
disciplinary action which may be required in t of misconduct by any 
“indteideat sorvant of the estate coming to notice.” “ 
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Questions and. Answers. 
By the Hon'ble Basu Brosenpra Kishor Ray Caaupauri :— 





XW. 
mous iad 3 Will the Government be pleased to state how the grants of Rs. 2, 14,000 
pa att! ander heads “ Education ” Se, “ Public Works Department ” is Aisin to be 
Department.” expended in 1917-184 f _ 


a Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Mauiey :— 


bea “Tt is anticipated that the full amount of Rs. 2,14,000 will not bese. 
expended, but only Rs, 1,41,527, as soley _ ty Seat 
Sia oo Bae 
Inerease of the pay of trained iaadhets, tucaided primary: schools 
and maktabs fs 
Increase of the pay of teachers in aided primary sehools ani 
muktabs for girls which are conducted as independent institu- 
tions unconnected with boys’ schools... | 16,248 


Grant of local allowances at Rs. 20: per monsem to. the aséistant 
head masters of five vernacular training schools... 1,200 
Honoraria to the teaching staff of three high schools for work in 
if connection with the Dacca Training College re 1,350 
: Acquisition of land for guectrnliing schools. and copsiraction 0 of 
buildings ne Maat 
“otal we 141,527 7g 


By the Hon’stx Banu PAPE D EA Kistor Ray CHAUDAURI :— 


f ‘ XIV. 4 
© Gonstrnction (a) Are the Government aware that the inhabitants of Kabarikola, 
tages’ and nearly 20 adjacent villages under the police-station Dulai, in, the 


“water-logued district of Pabna; have, forYmany years, beenvin the grip of malaria ‘and- 
area in polices cholera due to the, stoppage of drainage of a number of. big bhils, which 
ifialon "| together form a vast sheet of water-extending over 2,000 bighas of land in 

: the said locality? . , ie 
(0) Is it a fact that in November, Ost the people of the aforesaid 
locality submitted a petition to the then Collector of Pabna stating their 
Sree and praying for the construction of a ‘hal for the DETR, of 
rt raining off the excess water of the bhils into the Atrai? 

NOE, ete (c). Is it a fact that on the above petition a prelimi survey was made 
ig * in 1899, and that the people of the locality paid the cost Usivest and that an 
F —, oftthe probable cost of the construction of a khalwas prayed for by 

the people, to drain the bhils was also made by the District Engineer ¢ 

; d) Is it a fact that since then no fruther action his been taken in the 
i qwatter, although he Collectors of Pabna admitted the iin 
ies thereof, and supported the scheme of the construction of a. ues 
, the excess water eae the aforesaid bhils? 

Rh A a are 


3 Answer by. the Kion’ble Mr. O'Mauiey : - pea : 
“ @) Government, have no, information. > ee 
b) Tt ents fom inguics made from the Cello that & won: 
on Px was submitted to his predecessor i in office in 1898. ve 


e (c) The Di ee ee er 
by ne ae 2 Laie a plan and estimate for the 


Bean eae surv under the su E the 
eee ey eae it enapena gute ethyl aby 








, further actidd was taken. itor scteciaieh at : on 
Bae “tetracaine 
nothing bn te the Pabna Collectorate iow that 
5 aoa “Pabna held opin ted hr” iS 








eae 
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XV. 
- 








* Questions and Answers, 


By the Hon’ble Banu Brosunpra Kisnor Ray CHaupuurt :— 





Has the attention of the Government been drawn to a decision of & 


the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in the case of Haradas Acharya 


Chowdhury and 


others versus the Secretary of State for India in Council, 


reported at page 590 of VoluineXXVI of the Calcutta Law Journal ¢ 


(b) In what manner has the said decision affected the diara proceedings 
win the district of Mymensingh ¢ * 


(c) Are the Government cons! 
position? of the diara proceeding 
reached‘ a certain stage in the 


decision referred to above? 


Answer. by 


a) Yes. 


(b) So 
firmed in w 
Me (c) No. 


the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :-— 


w 


* 


dering the desirability of examining the 
s which have already terminated or have 
district. of Mymensingh in the light of the 


far as Government is aware, no proceedings have. yet been con- 


hich ‘an objection has heen ma 


de on the basis of this. decision 


* 


By the Hon'ble Banu Brosenpis Kisnor Ray Cnaupaurt :— 


XVI, (a) With reference to the answer 


given to my unstarred question 


“No. XII, on the 14th March, 1918, .ill the Government be pleased to state 
whether Mr. Meyer, besides managing the portion of 


known “ele Fuljhuri, has also since 191 

“Wakt Estate ? pe x re 
-  (b) Ts itja fact that: forsthis addibional work he is drawing a monthly 
salaryvof Rs, 400? ve 
; (c) In taking up the mana, 
Mr. Meyer obtain the permissior 


Shaistaba 


todo as Court of Wards manager? , 


(a) If the anawer to.the above be in the affirmati 
be pleased to lay on the table all the papers rel: 
the correspondence in regard to this question between Messrs. Moyor, Hodding, 


the Collector and the Commissioner of 


(e) Is.it true that Mr. Meyer, since his ay 


sega 
Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr :— 
(a) and (b) Yes. 


t 
(d) Mr. Meyer applied, witl? the approval of the Collector of 
at the time, for the permission ‘of the Board of Bevenue to take 


— (¢) and 
Bakarganj 


charge of the whole of th® Shaistabad Wakf 


local officers, the Board wrote 


ating t 


the Shaistabad Estate 


6 been managing the whole of the 


gement of the said Shaistabad Wstate, did 
oot the Board of Revenue, as he was required 


ve, will the Government 
© the matter, including 


Dacca and the Board of Revenue ? 


intment in Augusty 1916, has 
been mainly occupied with the affairs of the Shaistabad Estate ? - 


Estate. 


Y 


After” consulting the 


to tho Gommissioner, refusing to allow the 


application ; but owing to a misunderstanding the orders were not, ‘eommuni- 


cated to 


Mr, Meyor has relinguis! 


eM mI Be 


By the Hon'ble Banc Buozen 


OXVIL 


by-laws it has been laid down that 
resort to violence in the discharge 
rule shall be fable todismiseal 





(a) Is it trae that under by-law 28. of 


“no servant of the Commissioners. sli 
of his duties and 
‘rom his appointment 


Mn. Meyer. ‘The Board have recently -re-affirmed the orders. 
hed charge of the Shaistabad Estate. 


/ 


pra Kisnor Ray Craurgort:— Hy 


Port Commissioners’ 


¥y officer breaking this 
esas 








«The case of - 
p Mr, Baxter. 
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Questions and Answers. iG 


(4) If so, how has this by-law been’ applied in the case of Mr. J. B. 
Baxter, the Superintendent of Collections, Port Trust, who tendered. an 
apology in court.to Babu Anath Nath Mukorjee for an offence of the nature 
referred to in the said by-law? : nnn ee 

(c) Is it a fact that to meet the cost of his defence in the ease referred 
to above, Mr. Baxter has been granted a sum of money by the Vice-Chairman 
of the Calcutta Port Trust ? i 

(d) Is.it a fact that one Babu Santosh Kumar Mukerjee, a clerk under 
the Port @ommissioners, has been dismissed from service because there was 
a criminal case against him, although the said case ended in his discharge ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cow.ry :— 











“ (a) The only by-laws of which the Local Government has cognizance are 
those framed under section 126 of Bengal Act HI of 1890, By-laws made 
under this section require the confirmation of the Government ; and-there is 
no by-law made under this section having any referénce to the subject-matter 
of the question. . 

(b); (c) and (d) Questions of the discipline of the employees of the Port 
Commissioners are not subject to the supervision of Government.” 


By the Hon'ble Mauivi A. K. Fazi-un-Haq :—v 


XVIII. 
Mubaminadan Will the Government be pleased to make a statement giving :— 


eer (a) the names of all Muhammadans (either residents of Bengal or 


compulsorily domiciled in Bengal) interned or kept under 
restraint under the provisions of the Defence of India Act, 
1915 or Bengal Regulation III of 1818 :— - 
(®) who are residents of Bengal, but compulsorily domiciled . 
: outside Bengal, r 
(i) who are residents of Bengal, but compulsorily domiciled 
in Bengal, and . 
(#7?) who are_ residents of other provinces but compulsorily 
domiciled in Bengal ; 
(b) the name of the place of compulsory domicile in each case; 
(c) the amount of the allowance paid to the détenu and the allowance 
paid to his family (the amounts being shown separately); and 
(@) the date when the order was first passed under the Act or 
Regulation ¢ 
sereale 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Kerr :— 


“Government do not consider it in the public interest to maké the 
statement desired,” oy 


By the Hon’ble Piauivi A. K. Fazi-bi-Hag:— 


XIX. 
reer pe ig Will the Government be pleased to state — ‘gare 
AS (2) the names of auditors and inspectors of Co-operative ‘Societies; 
sag (%) their qualifications and the respective dates of their appoint- 
ments, both temporary and permanent; and 
(#2) the home distrjet of each candidate ¢ 


Answer by the Hon'ble MY. Kerr :— 
‘A statement* is laid on the table.” 


° Vide Appendix B. it 
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The Bengal Village Self-Government Bill, 1918. 
Sir 8. Pe Sinka. * 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 2. 
THE BENGAL VILLAGE SELF-GOVERNMENT BILL, 1918. 


Phe Hon'ble Six 8. 'P.‘Sintia moved for leave" to introduce a Bill to 
extend Village Self-Government in Bengal. 


He said :— 


- “The introduction of the Bill T now lay before this Council marks a most 
important advance in local self-government in this Presidency. 


‘Po some of us, whose minds are engrossed with speculations on self- 
goyernment in aavider sphere, this event may seem of small significance, but 
fovmy part, Lam convinced that this attempt to make the villager a vital 
link in our system of Government is an experiment ‘of supreme importance 
and fraught with the promise of most beneficial and far-reaching results. 





Ibis because of this boliet that I desire, before discassing the provisions 
ot the Village Self-Government Bill, to sketch briefly the gonesis and 
development of its underlying principles, vg touch on the ovils it is designed 
to cure, and to suggest the promise of progress, which it bears within it. 





Many compptent observers have deplored the ever-increasing gap which 
separates. the Government, of Bengal from the village popalation,, forming 
some 9) por cont. of the people over whichit rales, and few will differ from 
the dictate of Sit George Campbell that “the task of really governing India 
ae in to the villages and the people is too great for the British Government.” 


The stir of ideas in England in the Seventies which lod to an elaborate 
overhauling of the system and machinery of local government did not pass 
unnoticed in India, and it was nob strange that Sir George Campbell's 
penetrating judgmont led him to regard tho resuscitation of loeal authorities 
Penrstitatzons as tho only feasible means for making good those gaps and 
ets in the administration, which were so patent to his fresh and 
vigorous mind. 


Pho ancient institution of village watchmen had fallen greatly into 
decadence and the. new system of village police, which the Chaukic ri Act of 
1870 had introdaged, had not yet proved itself. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor 
had again been’ repeatedly struck by the great want of drinking wate in 
ihany: Bengal villages and by the efforts of the people to obtain it and by their 


» nob unfroquently exprossed readiness to contribute to.its cost.” 


It was in 1870 also that the English legislature recognized the obligat ion 
on the State to provide elementary ‘education-and Sir George Uampbell was of 
opinion that “ many villages might be willing to co-operate “with Government 
to re-establish that ancient indigenous institution of Hindu villages, the 

uru or village schoolmaster.” The necessity of taking @measures for the 
hebtier sanitation of villages was also recognized by him. ‘ 


With the more advanced system of local ‘self-government in towns, which 
already existed in 1870 and which Sir George Campbell desired to elaborate 
and extend, it is unnecessary for me to deal ; we are how concerned with 
a measure designed, as L have already stated, to bring the villager into the 
system of Government. I need hardly point out that dhe division of the 
Jabour of administration between the State and fe: authorities is not a 









clean-cut or uniform division ; it varies in impgtant matters in different 
countries. But the history of communal institutions in India very clearly 
points to two spheras of activity, in which the use of local authorities seems 
essential to ellicioney and -progress—I rofer to thefvillage watch and ward 
and to the exercise of muniéipal functions in ruralgreas. 
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The Bengal Village Self-Government Bill, 1918. 
Bin BOP. Sinha. 


1 will deal ae with the village ‘watch and ward, and I trust that 1 
shall succeed in comMiending to, your. approval the changes contemplated. by 
this Bill. The maintenance of tke ancient. village watch rarely ceased during 
the last century to be an object of solicitude to the Government, of Bengal. 














Lord Hastings in 1815 described it as “the foundation of all possible 
police in this country.” Sir Thomas Munro in 1824 protested strongly 
against its absorption into the regular police system, and the Police Com- 
mission of 1902-03 declared that it was necessary to Government, and also 
necessary from the point of view of the people. “The Village Chaukidari Act 
(VI of 1870) re-affirmed the principle which previos Acts had embodied. 
What I may term tho“ municipalisation” of the village polico, t.e., its 
recognition as a village institution, supported by and responsible to the village 
community. 


‘The “ Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Chaukidari Act ” dectares 
that “the provisions of the Bill, while maintaining the responsibility of all 
landlords to report crime, are based upon principles which -haye been recog- 
nised ‘as applicable to these Provinces : first, that it is just and expedient 
that the people at large should pay-for their own protection; and, secondly, 
that it is the duty and poliey of the Government to leave as much as possible” 
of the business of the country to be done by the people themselves.” 


The panchayet wore empowered to fix the number.and the wages, of the 
watchmen, they assessed and collected the necessary funds, and they had 
power to appoint and dismiss watchmen. The Act did not prove a success ; 
the villagers were reluctant to serve on the panckayet and their assessments 
were often inequitable. How far the unpopularity of a panckayeté work was 
due to the growing interference of the police and how far such interference 
was necessary in the interests of efficiency, we need not consider, but Act 1 
(B.G.) of 1886 tended to discountenance the village municipal system, while 
Act. I (B.C.) of 1892 transferred to the Magistrate the power of fixing the 
number and salary of the chaukidars and what was more important: the 
power of appointing, dismissing and punishing them. 


“The municipal theory, however,” in the words of the District. Adminis- 
tratiag -Committee’s report, “although for the most part ignored, has never 
been abandoned,” and the President system introduced) in 1905 “ wax 
designed with the object of freeing the panchayels from police influence and 
of emphasising. the essential character of the chaukidar as a: village servant, 
while leaving him subject to the wontebl: of the Magistrate and the police in in- 
regard to his police duties.” 


Some officers have since advocated the complete departmentalization of 
the chaukidar, with the corollary that he should be paid from provincial 
revenues and the aprovdads of the present chaukidari tax diverted to sparely 
village purposes, © $ 

This proposal, however attractive, is not financially possible, and the” 
evolution of the village watch in other provineés, where the communal 
principle has real vitality, suggests that it is still possible and advantageous 
to retain in Bengal a close association and  yahaaaneaote suse the 
village community and the village watch. as 


‘The salient feature ofthe present Bill is the combination or amalgama- _ 
tion of the panchayet sue Tinea Committee. If we succeed in breathing 
life into the village commal authority, we may confidently ‘anticipate that 
the intimate local knowledge which this authori ry will possess will render the 
rural police a more efficient power for the detection and } prevention of crime 
than is at present the case} « 


EY» 4 Be 


irt of Governine 


r 
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The Bengal Village Self-Government Bill, 1918. i y 
‘Str 8. P. Sinka. ; 


with the help of the people themselves, and those who are conversant with 
the history of Union Committees in the last 10 years will agree. with the 
District Administration Committee that for several years to come the success 
of representative villege institutions must depend in some measure on tha 
sympathetic guidance they receive from Government officers. 


Thave indicated two directions in which the co-operation of the village 
community is required for the amelioration of the conditions under which it 
lives. But there is yet a third branch of administration, in which we believe 
that the rural population can, with advantage’ to itself and fo Government; 
participate more actively in the management of its own affairs. : 


T refer to the administration of justice. I realise that it is this portion 
of the Bill which lends itself most readily to criticism, and T look forward. 
eagerly to helpful constructive criticism enabling us to-simplify the procedure 
and popularise the administration of justice in rural areas. 


. At this stage I shall content myself with a few general observations 
indicating the motives which have influenced Government in its decision to 
revive tho) old. village Courts. 


The Council is aware that the Decentralization ‘Commission recommend- 
ed that panchayets’ should be given civil and criminal jurisdiction in petty 
cases arising within the village ; the Indian Police Commission of 1902-03 
had made a similar suggestion in respect of petty criminal cases ; and village 
Courts created by the legislature have for many years been in active opora- 
tion in other provinces. Now we are well aware that the present system of 
justice is not an’ ideal one’ from the point of view of the villager. In his 
petty civil disputes, the proceedings are usually costly, slow and harassing. 
Tn criminal cases, the'tribunals are often too remota; remands are frequent 
and the production of witnesses a costly and troublesome business. But the 
Decentralization Commission did not intend that the village Courts should 
merely afford relief to the regular tribunals or give petty litigants the oppor- 
tunity of settling their disputes by a simple and inexpensive procedure near 
théir homes ; the main purpose of these Courts is in the words of the District 
Administration Committee to be “ educative to develop the sense of communal 
responsibility within the Union, and to teach the peoplé to manage the affairs 
of thejr own ‘villages. At the same time it was hoped that the creation of 
these village Courts would enhance the influence of the panchayets and 
strengthen and encourage them in the performance of their other duties, 
thus gradually paving the way to the exercise by them of higher powers. 





And hore let me state more generally that, in the experiment which T am 
describing to you to-day, Government is influenced by: two main. motives, 
of which one derives from self-interest. while the other may be termed 
altruistic. * 3 . 


As [have already suggested, the administration of Bengal, so to spoak 
down to the grognd, is too great a task for any centralized Government, and 
‘the co-operation of the people is essential for advance. 3 


But if I were not convinced that thera was another ‘mainspring to this 
legislation, I should feel at any rate loss pleasure and confidence in introduc-! 
ing the Bill than is now the case. — Peee dieaneaciat ae 


What, we hoye-is that this apitaee will give freb play to a new motive 
power in Bengal—the interest and influence of the rural population in, and on, 
the management of their wn affairs. If we can evoke that. interest and 
engage that influence in system of Government, I believe we vap © 
enormous reserves of enerBy, common-sense and ait Melos | lay: 
well and truly a foundation on ‘which the super ure of the future may 

. securely rest. fs Sieaie wea Pooate i Pa eae 

















\ 
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“The Bengal Village Self-Government Bill. 1918. 
Sir 8. P. Sinha. 
Bui I have dealt at sufficient length with the anderlying principles of 


‘the Bill and before turning to its pecan I wish briefly to sketch the 


history of Union Committees in this Presidency since 1885. - 


Tt is an open secret that the Local Self-Government Act of 1885 as fir: 
drafted, in Accordance with Lord Ripon’s memorable resolution of feed 
contemplated the creation of a net-work of Union Committees throughout 
Bengal as the basis of local self-government. They were to be the successors 
‘ofthe old simple type of petty municipality, known as Municipal Unions of 


“which there were 54 in Bengal, when this type of local authority was 


abolished by the Bengal Municipal Act of 1884. By way of anticipation, 
Mr. Westmacott was placed in 1883 on special duty to prepare the way for 
the introduction of the new. law, and he actually formed 180 unious, in 7 sub- 
divisions of the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions and in the subdivision of 
Munshiganj in Dacca. r 


Local Boards ordinarily conterminous with the subdivision were to con~ 
trol the Union Committees, which wore to be elected by the villagers them- 
selves, and to be entrusted with the management of primary schools and 
pounds within-the Union and of its roads, water-supply and village conser- 
vancy. 


Above the Local Board 8 with general powers of control but not of ad- 
‘ministration, was to be the Central Board—a paid boiy sitting in Caloutta 
gomewhat resembling the Local Government Board in England. 


In this schomes there was no place for the District Board. But ‘the Bill 
‘a8 finally framed outirely transformed this. scheme of local. self-govern- 
tment. 


The District Board replaced the Central Board, but became the real unit 
‘of administration instead of a Committee of Control ; the Local Board became 
the mere devendant of the District Board, subsisting by its charity, while 
the Union Committoes—in the words of the District Administration Commit- 
tee—became * merely optical appendages of the superior bodies.” 
( 


in fact local self-government was begun at. the top instead. of from the 
bottom. 


‘As wo all know the District Boards became fairly efficient bodies, but the 
‘Local Boards starved and suffered from anemia and Union Committees were 
still-born. In 1904, there wer 58)such Committees, disposing of Rs. 18,000 ; A 
they had raised only Rs. 339 by~tocal contributions since the date of their V; a 
‘creation. vf 


“Act V of 1908 mado some important amendments in the Local Self-Gov- 
ernment Act of 1885; but little use was made of these enlarged powers. 
° * 


In the last few years an effort has been made to vidalize these bodies, 
with, I am glad to say, some considerable success. f 


In 1916-17 there wore 156 Union Committees, which last year Spent 
Rs. 1} lakhs, including about Rs. $ lakh raised by local taxation. ‘At the end 
of 1917 there were 198 Unions. There are exceptions, hut on the whole 
these Committees are showing that practical good sense and closeness to the 
life of the ‘which gave the ancient village communal institutions their 


vital force and their authority. 


Jn-connection with the recent advance made BY Union Committees, I may 
refer to the fact that much useful spade-work has done in preparing the 
way for their fusion with chaukidart panchayets. i 





Sir 8: P. Sinha 
New Union Committees have’been given ‘a jurisdiction: eo-e’ 







that of chaukidari-unions, and so far as practicable, the pérsor 
haukidari panchayet and the Union Committee’ has been made 
iere is no reason to anticipate any friction or difficulty in devel 
existing Union Committees into the Village Committees to beg constitute 
ence | Saal : ‘ saath WERE. \ 
+ Phe object of the Bill is to build up a system Of self-government from 
_ the bottom by the creation of village authorities, vested with the powers and _ 
duties necessary.for the management of communal village affairs and’ en- 
trusted with powers of self-taxation necessary for the purpose. ait 


The new Village Committee, as the village authority will be called, will 
be constituted on an election basis, not less than two-tbirds,of the members. 
being elected. It will elect its own Chairman, will exercise a general control 
over the dafadars and chaukidars of the village, and will be vested with 
power to provide for village sanitation, conservancy and drainage, to deal 
with the erection of buildings, water-supply. village roads and bridges and to 
manage primary schools and dispensaries. | It is also proposed to give power 
to'Government to confer jurisdiction in petty civil and criminal matters‘on’ 
all or any members of the Village Committee, the tribunals which it may 
constitute for the trial of criminal cases’ being designated Vallee Benches and 
those constituted for the trial, of civil suits yilge Courts. . The Committee ™ 
‘will be grouped in Cireles under Circle Boards. The chief work. of the Circle 
Board will be to superintend the working of the Village Committees in the 
Ci¥éle and, subject to the. ‘direction’ of the District Board, to distribute any 
general grants. made to them by that bedy. It moy. further, at the request 
‘of the District Board, supervise the management of any institution and the 
execution of any work or the, performance of any duty entrusted by the 
District Board to any Village Committee within its circle. On the constitution 
of Village Committee and Circle Boards in any district the existing chaukidari 





‘#. Union Corhmittees and ‘Local Boards established under the _ 
ngal Chaukidari and Local Self-Government Acts will be abolished. at 
I may state that it is intended that the new system should be introduced 
gradually in districts where the Circle System has been introduced and Circle 
Officers are available to assist the Village Committees. The number ‘of Circle - 
Officers is at present limited, but, as I recently informed the Council, it is 
hoped to increase it very largely, so that we may have Circle Officers in every 
district. The Committed: will, as. proposed by the District Administration 
Corimittees, be grouped in Circles under Circle Boards, on which they will 
be represented. The chief’ work of the Circle Boards will consist in super- 
vising their operations and co-ordinating their plans, and in seeing that’ 
different, Village Committees have fair treatment in the ribution of grants. 
given by the District Board to a Circle. The Circle Boards. will 
important electoral agency for the Sea Teepe es 
elective, system yl Ibe broadened, as the Loca | Board metituter 
subdivision will be replaced by a number of Circle 2008 
different parts of the subdivision. ed a 
* It is, T think, unnece! 
of the Bill whieh are 
of Hon'ble Members.” 
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The Bengal Village Self-Government Bill, 1918. 
Sit 8. PY'Sinha. 








In reproducing the relevant sections of the Chantkidari Act, the oppor- 
tunity has been taken to eliminate some unpopular provisions, in pactinalet 
the personal responsibility of the members of the panchayet for the salary of 
the chaukidars. 


In addition to grants made:by the District:.Boards, the Committee will 
administer the village rate reserved for the execution of works and the 
compulsory chaukidari tax, of which a portion can be devoted to the pay and 
equipment of the dafadars and chaukidars and to the salary of a Secretary 
and algo to the execution of works of publie utility. 


The Committee will fix its-assessment according to circumstances and 
property, but subject to revision by the District Magistrate. 


~The provisions regulating: the exercise of judicial powers by the Com- 
mittee will be permissive and the. ordinary courts will have concurrent 
jurisdiction. 

It will:be possible to constitute individual members as a village tribunal 
for the trial either of petty civil or of petty criminal:cases or both, or if ex- 
perience shows that the whole Village Committee; may safely be entrusted 

. with such powsrs, they may all serve on the tribunal. 


In the case of tivil jurisdiction, imoreover, it is proposed that the Local 
Government should have power to confer judicial powers by instalments, so 
that the Village Courts may begin by trying the simplest kinds of suits, 
their jurisdiction being extended according to thé moasure of success obtain~ 
ed. As recommended by the Decentralization Commission, the procedure 
will be simple; parties will generally appgar in person, legal practitioners 
being debarred from appearing for clients ; appeals will not be allowed, but in 
the case of criminal trials the Subdivisional Magistrate or the District 
Magistrate, where there is no Subdivisional Magistrate, and in the case of 
civil suits the District Judge may order a retrial if there is a serious failure 
of justice. 





The primary function of the Cirele Board, will be ;to superintend . the 
work of the Village Committees and subject to the direction of the District 
Board to distribute any general grants made by that body. It is important 
to remember that it will be a supervising and in no sense an executive 
agency, like ‘the present Local Boards. The Circle Board will consist of 15 
members, of whom'10 are to be elected and five appointed by the Commis- 
sioner and a Chairman will be elected by the members from among their 
number. 


‘The Bill gives the Divisional Commissioner specific powers of control 
over the Circle Boards and the District Magistrate will oceupy a similar 
position as regards the Village Committees, . 


~ These officers may, ¢.g.; provide for the performance duties in which 
the local. bodies may make default, and may supersed&them in casd. of 
incompetency or. wilful neglect. They may also suspend the execution. of 
orders and resolutions, and the District Magistrate may in cases of emergency 
provide for the execution of works required for the public service or safety. 


“The Bill will now be published and circulated for criticism. I have 
already. said that, Government, weleomes constructive criticism.. Let there 
be no suspicion that there is in any. quarter any desire to thwart the 
beneficent intentions of Government to foster Jand develop local self- 
gover t. Both efficiency and economy de: that the municipal 
functions of Government should be performed by themselves and 
that this is the only means of making the people se] f-reliant, public spirited 
and imbued with the highest sense of civic respon! ‘lity. I have the fullest 


* jute-trade, is very difficult, we are told, in view of the varied ¢: 
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confidence in. the capacity of the Indian’ peasant. In the words of 
Sir H. Risley, the Indian peasant is no fool. He has his’ limitation like: his 
elass all over the world, but within the range of his knowledge and within 
the compass of his own village he is just as shrewd a person as ono could 
wish to meet. Comparing him with the English rustic of the countries, 
he was much inclined to think that:the Indian was the sharper of the two. 


The want of funds, hitherto such a formidable obstacle in the way of 
rural progress, has to a great extent been mitigated by the surrender of the 
Public Works Cess. to the District Boards. The Hon’ble Mr, 8. N. Ra; 
considers these 29 lakhs sufficient for waterssupply, village sanitation eh 
for the purpose of combating malaria: In any caso, the people are increasing- 
ly willing to tax themselves, if they know how the money is spent. 


The future is full of hope and promise, but if local self-government is to 
be a success, it will only be by the consistent co-operation of the Government 
and the people. Let us determine that it 'shall be a success, and T am sure 
it will be so. 


Tho motion was put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 3. 


DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 
-. BENGAL FOR 1918-19. 


« 
The ‘Hon'ble Nawan Banapur or Mursarpapap said :— 


“My Lorp, I shall content myself with a brief review of the present 
Budget, which affords neither provocation nor excuse for lengthy observations. 
In fact, I would be right in anticipating that the Finance Member will be the 
recipient of a chorus of congratulations for the manner in which he has 
husbanded the resources during a period of extreme difficulty. 


“So far as the: Province is concerned, the Finance Member has been 
loyally anxious to obey the mandate of the Government of India to keep the 
provincial expenditure within the limits’ of the income of the year, re that 
policy has been so sedulously pursued by him that the results even in times 
‘of peace would be regarded as remarkably satisfactory. 


. “In nearly every case, the conditions reveal a state of prosperity and 
advancement that are extremely encouraging for the future. The receipts 
have exceeded our expectations. The revenue has shown considerable 
expansion, particularly under Excise and Income-tax, which together aceount 
for a decent increase of 25 lakhs and 50 thousands. So large an excoss may, 
of.course, mean an under-estimate of the revenue of the last year’s’ Budget, 
but there is ory apology for conservative anticipations at a time like this. 
The framing of the estimate under the head of Income-tax receipts, which 
show unusual increase owing mainly to the unprecedented pees in the 

ets of war 
on trade. ‘ 


“ There has been alsoa notable increase under ‘ Forests,’ * Courts of Law,’ 
‘Jails’ and ‘ Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments.’ The last two heads 
have been swelled by larfer supplies to the Military and other departments. 
The stamp revenue, on tp other hand, shows a decrease of about 1] lakhs. 1 
doubt very much whether this fall in ‘Stamps’ can mean any improvement 
in the litigious propénsity of the public. On the expenditure side there is 


\ 
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a saving’ of over 25 lakhs and-a-half chiefly under ‘ Police’ and ‘ Edueation.’ 
The net result of these changes is that the closing balance of the aieaet 
yoar is estinmted to be better by 61 lakhs and 94 thousands. 

“This is-very good in all conscience, but I cannot help remarking that 
though the declining figures for ‘ Excise ' last year seemed to have all the 
appearance of tho first step towards reform, the ground then gained appears 
to have been since lost. ‘he opinion is again forming that the measure has 
not been productive of the advantage expected to be derived from it. 
Whether the increase under this head is or is not open to the objection of 
insufficiently diseguraging immoderate use of spirituous liquors and drugs, it 
can hardly be seriously argued that the present system is fostering a habit of 
temperance among the people. 


"There is atemporary reduction in the Police expenditure, but the police 
will continue to be a heavy burden where. the population expect to be 
protected and cannot stir a finger to help themselves. It is time that 
Government should provide a means with which the people may. be ina 
position to guard themselves in case of emergency. 


“Phe savings under ‘ Education’ and ‘Sanitation ’ really mean losses if 
wo understand the consequences rightly. 


“The income for the year 1918-19 is estimated on the assumption that no 
gréat inerdase in the receipts can be expected over that of the current year. 
It is anticipated that there will be a recovery under ‘Stamps.’ To the 
expenditure side, on the other hand, the most outstanding feature of the 
‘Budget presented in the Council is the provision that has been made for 
carrying on war against “malaria and other preventible diseases. This 
provision, we note with satisfaetion, is only tho initiation df a latger campaign 
against that fell discase in rural areas. By a wise, thoughtful and ingeniops 
distribution of funds, Your Excellency has iven to the’country an earnest of 
‘a much-looked for improvement in the public health of this Province. ~ When 
wo boar in mind that the toll of victims exacted by malaria in Bengal comes 
tp. to nearly 400,000 every year, it is no figure of speech but simple 
truth to say that no language can adequately describe the actual state of 
‘sanitation in rural tracts. It is grouudlessly alleged that Government are not 
alive to the situation, but the state, of the finances prevented anything being 
done. We have it from Government that no longer is it possible to restrict 
expenditure on sanitary works within the narrow limits of recent budgets. 
It is indeed a happy augury for the future’ when we observe that none 1s 
gore sensible than Your Excellency of tho paramount necessity of freeing 
Bengal of that terrible scourge. Local adininigtrations must now work 
out their own salvation in the matter of sanitary progress: It is very much 
to be regretted that the improvement of the Bhagirathi river finds no place in 
‘tho éstimate. I have endeavoured on several oczasions to bring this subject 
prominently to the notice of Government. As a way of communication the 

hagirathi may well be,left out of consideration in view athe development 
of railway lines on both of its banks. But for the supply of potable water 
andthe question of health of the large population of all the riparian villages 
from its entrance to Nadia, the urgency of its improvement cannot be over, 
estimated.. No private offorts oan meet with any measure of success™in this 
direction,.and it is expected that Government will take up the subject with as 
little delay as possible. 

“Tho amount firovided for the dismomborinentyot the Midnapore, district 
is by no means a negligible one—an exponditur: permitted by the Govern- 
ment of India on the express understanding that aWoginning he made. There 
are in the scheme special veasons of public advantage that neel not be 
impracticable for its costliness. The public, on thegother hand, desire no sort 
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of new experiment at these difficult times or until the conclusion of the war, 
now being waged, all’local questions’should be held in abeyance.» It is not ‘a 
clumsy attempt on the part of the public to prolong the disctssion, but an 
honest belief that there is no urgency whatever for the work to be proceeded 
with in view of the present financial stringency. I do not, however, wish ‘to 
minimise the advantages or the prospects of that project. ert 


“Tho personal and family allowances to the détenus are absorbing not an 
insignificant portion of public revenue. It is undeniable that the murmurs 
about the internment method and the treavment ‘towards the délenus are 
beginning to make themselves heard very loudly. .I, Hwever,. assert niy 
cheerful Telit that the attitude of the Government of India as expressed in 
reply to the resolution recently moved by the Hon’ble Mr. Surendra Nath 
Banerjee in the Imperial Council will have a sobering effect on the public 
mind. 3 = Re 

“The normal balance of trade has “been upset by the new conditions 
created by the war. The trade is not able to absorb the raiyats’ crops, which 
has been feculiarly embarrassing to the export business of the country. * 


+. A ‘ Pas 

“ Under the stress of war conditions new industries are~springiig up and 
old industries are showing themselves capable of hitherto unsuspected powers 
of production. It is only right that advantage should be taken of the 
period as far as possible to develop the position of industrial importance to 
which this Province is destined to rise. But with all our major. prograinme 
of education and sanitation cut down io a third of its proper dimension and 
with, an enforced neglect of the industrial and agricultural. needs of the 
country, we are resolved to readily part with such a large amount aa our 
contribution to the successful prosecution of the war permits.” 


The Hon'ble Rasa Hnisuikesn Lana said :— 


“Your, EXcetiency, 

The Budget for 1918-19, though it still bears the impress of the war, 
presents some agreeable features, which, clearly prove that, the-Government 
has at last made up its’ mind to grapple with the anti-malarial. problem in 
right earnest. We hope the surveys of Harihar, Balli Bil, Bhairab, ete., for 
which small sums have been allotted, will be taken in hand.at once, and 
that the Jamuna and the Aru] Bil schemes will make considerable progress 
‘during the course of the yéar. It is also gratifying to observe that an 
additional sum of Rs. 22,89,000 has been granted for the anti-malarial 
Scheme in connection with the flooding of the Banka Valley, as it has caused 
immense havoc in the district of Burdwan. According to Dr: Bentley, 
flooding has a beneficial influence on malaria-stricken tructs, but care should 
no doubt be taken’ that the natural agg channels are improved a great 
deal to prevent the stagnation of water. It is also noticeable that Rs. 25.( 00 
has been provided for observations to be made. regarding the possible 
deterioration of tf Mathabhanga and Bhagirathi rivers, 4 


“As Thad anticipated last year, the receipts under the heading of sale 
of general stamps had fallen off. and I do not beljeve there willbe a strong 
recovery, when conditions are not very different, in the current year:also, 
ie hg hope for the bestand trust the estimated amount'may be 
realised. tae 5) fare 


“Tuis satisfactory that the augmentationgrant to District Boards has 
been raised from Rs. 4,30/000 allotted last year to Rs..7,87,334 for the present 
year. This desirable incase will certainly stimulate the District Boards.to 
greater exertion and there can be no doubt that steps will be taken to supply 
good drinking water in places where none is now available. In some, places 
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ie 1 ppt bac: repaived or excavated, but a : 3 
3 vexcay great deal more remains to be 
and the problem of maintainin: a pure : 

coesstlly Laie Be ig a pure water-supply has not as yet mis 


7 * 
Education has not been neglected as the grants-in-aid have been ‘rai 
from 20 lakhs in 1917-18 to Rs. 23,29,000 in 1918-19, while a farther eee 
19 % (Bs. 5,50,000 has been made for the development of primary 
tion, Tam not sure whether it. would be possible to make primary 
eation at once compulsory, but I would suggest that before compulsion is 
‘to in rutal areas, the Local Boards and the Deputy Inspectors. of 
Schools may be directed to establish new schools where there is a demand 
for. them, and as the people of many villages are now eager to give their boys 
some sort of training of the right sort, there will be no difficulty in the 
establishment of “such schools with the support of the people. Coercion 
has its disadvantage in that the majority ‘of the cultivators will try to, evade 
eompulsory education tinder the exemption which permits the boys to help 
their parents and guardians in carrying on their hereditary arts and occupa- 
tions. ‘This, I trust, will engage the attention of Government. Moreover, 
schools cannot be established in any great number without the co-operation of 
teachers, which is greatly wanted ; and I hope Government. will remove this 
want, by holding out better prespects to the teachers. 
© Aftér a long waiting we are at last to have a Director of Industry, “but 
his attention will, I believe, be mainly-confined to the existing industries, a8 
the floatation of new ‘companies for industrial purposes has been prohibited by. 
he Government of India, Indigenous Joint Stock Companies are still in their 
infancy in Bengal; and it will require all the tact-and judgment’ of the Director 
to prove that jt will be as:easy to make money by investing in industrial 
enterprises as by investing in zemindaries or in money-lending transactions. 
He will now have to direct his attention to cottage industries and introduce 
co-operative methods for supply, distribution and sale or the advances of 
scientific tools and implements of production on a hire-purchase system as is 
being done in some European countries. ‘There is a further provision. of 
Rs. 1,50,000 for the development of industries. Is it meant that indigenous 
industries are to be encouraged by grants, subsidies arid advances, as many 
are now in a declining state for want of funds’ and encouragement. ‘The 
Director will have to do much up-hill work in order to make his department 
successful. 


“T may also point out that there has been an allotment of Rs. 29,000 to 
Commercial Schools. . Although this sum is not large enough, it may well 
be utilised for grants to non-official. commercial institutions that are now 
developing in this city, as for example, the Polytechnic Institute recently 
ete by Captain Petavel under the auspices of the Maharaja of Kasimbazar, 
which is doing useful work in this direction. F 


©* Under the héadin, of Agriculture, we find that “a pr ision of one lakh 
for the widespread distribution ‘of improved varieties paddy and jute- 
seed” has been made. If this is widely made, known to the cultivators in 
every. part of the Province, I have no doubt it will be largely availed of by 
them, and if the peasants in the fields find that the improved varieties of 
seeds are yielding a more ‘abundant: crop, there will spring up 4 strong 
demand which the department will find it very difficult to meet. The seven- 
teen field demonstrators that are to be new: ipo would help a great deal 
jn making demonstration work ie suuaeals eygmust bring home to the 
cultivators the advantages that may be derived improved’ varieties of 
seeds, ‘scientific: manures and improved methods cultivation. While’ on 
this subject, it may not be out of place to suggest that the two new. Deputy 
~ Colléctors to be appointed under the Registrar = Societies be 
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directed to turn their attention principally to the establishment dees 
Agricultural Societies, of which only 1,547 exist in. Bengal (wide the Report 
of the Committée pn Co-operation in Bengal, pay 16). The cultivators ill 
then learn and appreciate the value of thrift an will gradually be weane 
from their extrayagant habits. 4 Peeeaeim 

“Large sums will'no doubt be spent on anti-malarial measures or 
sanitary improvement, but this is’ mostly confined to the Burdwan district. _ 
It would have been more in consonance with the insistent demands of many - 
other districts if a larger provision than five lakhs had been made under 
this head. {t could have been: easily done by reducing a little the free 
balance of Rs: 81,09,000 which has been set apart for future years over an: 
above the'closing balance of Rs, 3,37,32,000 which cannot be touched under 
the orders of the Government of:India.. Lonly hope that for smpraring the 
sanitary condition of other districts which has for some years been such an 
imperative necessity, the free balance will be utilised for the pnrpose as far 
as possible. 

“J should observe that only Rs, 20,000 has been allotted for the 
Munsifs’ Courts and residences. ‘The sum is very insignificant in considera- 
tion of the difficulties which the Munsifs feel, especially with regard to 
housing in the mufassal. They are a lot of hardworking officers. and for want 
‘of/suitable residences, they are often obliged to live in houses which are 
damp and unhealthy ; and these houses are often built with mud and bamboo 
splittings and quite unsuitable for human habitation, 1 think some means 
would ta found to increase: this amount with a view to supply to these 
indefatigable officers of Government the elemental comfort of a .decent house 
accommodation, and I think the increased amount may be provided from the 
free balance which the Government have.got in-hand.” M. 


The Hon'ble Banu Surenpra Natu Ray said :— 
“My Lorv—We find the following in paragraph 4 of the Amended ‘Draft 
Financial Statement for the year 1918-19 :— t 


“Phe orders of the Government of India. for the preparation of the 
Budget directed that, as in the previous two years, the provincial expenditure 
should: be limited to the: income of the year, but it was found impossible, 
after providing for the urgent essential requirements of the administration, to 
meet any. expenditure on urgent public works withouf drawing on the 
balances, and the Government of India were requested and have agreed to 
allow us to draw on our balance to the extent of Rs. 40,20,000. tae 


She total income for the year i estimated at Rs, 6,90,84,000 and the : 
expenditure at Rs. 7,31,04,000., And this deficit is to be met by drawing 
upon the balances to the extent of 40 lakhs of rupees. PONE i sie 


“T need hardly say that it would not have been necessary to draw ' 
our ‘balances to fhe extent of nearly 30 lakhs of rujees out of this 40 
if the amount necessary for the partition of the districts of Mymensingh and 
Midnapore or the amount of extra and additional increased expenditure under 
the head of. the ‘Police,’ were not included in. Sse ee of expendit 
Thave every reason to believe that the income would have been bie 


to meet the expenditure. | 4 ; loathe Pay agit fs 
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“Tt isa matter of great satisfaction that there will bean additional reeur- 

expenditure of Rs, 45,900 under We heading * Medical’ on such items as 
diet allowance of both the Medical College Hospital patients*and of Campbell 

‘Hospital and mufassal hospital patients, etc. . It is also a matter of congratu- 
lation that. provision has been made and there is actually a scheme for the 
adinission of more students in the Campbell Medical Schools both in Caleutta 
and.at Dacea, and also such a large amount as Rs. 1.62,000 has been included 
jn the Budget to meet the costs buildings of the Belgatchia Institution. 


For the last two years very little has been done to'carry out some of the 
necessary sanitary’ projects. The Budget Estimate of Rs. 8% lakhs for works 
of eaetiscat git roses not adequate to meet the costs of the projects 
whith have been recommen ed by the Sanitary Board and which have 
received the administrative approval of Government, will be welcome as 
sufficient to meet the costs of some of the urgent ‘and pressing sanitary 
improvements, such as supply of filtered water to some of the municipal 
towns. I am glad to see that the town of Krishnagar is at last going to 
have a supply of filtered, water,"and that there is a provision of one lakh of 
rupees in the Budget on that head. 


“Your Lordship has inaugurated a new era in tackling the question of 
malaria in riral areas. Far the last few years we have brought up before 
‘our Lordship’s Government the qnestion of opening out the silted up rivers 
in order to drive. out malaria from places which were once healthy and 
wealthy but which have now literally become depopulated. on account of 
the malarial scourge. Speaking of malaria your Lordship was pleased to 
observe at the conference held in this ‘Council Chamber on, the 29th 
January last—" The particular disease with which I propose to concern myself 
to-day is malaria. It is the only disease’ that I desire you to help me to 
fight ; but it is, perhaps, the most widespread and the most virulent of all 
the diseases which afflict the people ‘of Bengal.” We, therefore, welcome this 
provision which, to quote the words of Sir S. P. Sinha, represents the 
beginning of a new campaign ‘which Government are anxious to initiate on a 
large scale against malaria in raral areas. With. reference to at least one of 
the schemes, I mean the Mani Khati scheme, I take a personal interest - 
because I first brought the question forward before the istrict Board of 
the 24-Parganas and I spoke to Mr. Adams- Williams. about it more than a year 
ago. With reference to the other schemes I know the places very well and 
T can very well anticipate the great benefit, which the people of the district 
of the 24-Parganas, Nadia and Jessore will derive when the Jamuna and the 


‘Arul Bhil schemes. are carried out. 


“(Phe Government have already solved the problem of the supply of 
drinking water, and of sanitation in the rural aveas by making over the 
public works cess to the District. Boards. ‘If the amount of the. public 
works cess be properly utilised by, the District Boards, supplemented by 
_ eontribution from Government, I think there will not Ig» any difficulty in 
placing these important matters on a firm basis. ‘ 
"4 We: are grateful to the Government of India for making, a. recurring 
grant of 54 lakhs ‘of rupées for primary education.. Though this amount + 


will not be enough to carry out a scheme of primary education, throughout 


the country, yet we need hardly say it will go to some extent to carry out a 
project in ‘which the people of this country are vitally interested. 


e oS Moats msecrmint in connection with the fies ‘on education 
i1ce. 





It appears from thi udget estimates that the 
sanctioned ‘on education for the year T¥17-18 was Rs. 98,13,000, 
whereas the, revised stimate Was only Rs. 81,14,000. We are told that 
decrease in i of Re. 16,99,000. due-to savings in) the 
imperial grants and in tile “grant for Calcutta tels. We are sorry to see 
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that, of all items of expenditure there should be sayings on this. item of 
expenditure in which, I need hardly'Say, the people are so much interested. 
We hope and trust that due care will be taken to properly utilise the sanc- 
tioned estimate of Rs.'97,51,000 this year: 

\ “IT moved a resolution on the Financial Statement the orhiot day in 

this Council to delete certain items of expenditure from the Budget which 
related to the police. There has been unfortunately some Eber ert 
on the part of some of the members of this Council as well as on the 
of the press that I wanted to curtail the expenditure on this head. im) 
I moved for and what I still ask the Government to reconsider is not to 
incur additional increased expenditure on the police. For the last,few years 
the expenditure. on, this head have increased by leaps and bounds, ée.,tthe 
expenditure has increased from Rs. 83,99,859.in 1912-13 to ‘Rs. 1, 32, 85,000 
in 1918-19, z.e., there has been an increase of about 54 lakhs in six or seven 
years. , That the police have done good work nobody-denies. 

“ About two years ago there were a number of dacoities and murders i in 
and near Calcutta. The people were in constant dread and: they did not 
know who amongst them would be the next victim. The timely action 
taken by the Government restored order, and life and property became safe. 
We all know.that this was due to the prompt action on the part of the police. 
The police were strengthened, and for the last two years, at least for the last 
12 months, there has not. been any, fresh ‘outbreak of lawlessness. If the 
strength of the police as it stood in the beginning of 1917-18 was sufficient 
to put. down lawlessness and detect crimes, we. cannot ‘understand the 
necessity for the additional increased expenditure to the extent. of nearly 
15 or 16 lakhs of rupees 6n this head in the Budget for 1918-19, some 
recurring and some non-recurring, when normal state of things have been  , 
restored. Then we find that the sanctioned estimate for 1917-18 was 
Rs. 1,34,38,000, whereas in the revised estimate we find Rs. 1,22,84,000, 
te., there was a saving of Rs, 11,44,000,:7.e., the present normal state of things 
was brought about with an expenditure of Rs. 1,22,84,000. Why then spend 
Rs. 1,87,85, 000, ¢. é., incur an additional increased expenditure of about 15 lakhs 

_ofjrupees. Tf it is necessary to give increment to some of the police staff why 
not wait till the return of normal times. ‘ 


“We find that some of the items are put down as— - 
(¢) Additional temporary forcé for Intelligence Branch Rs. 1,04,308, 
(#) Increase of temporaty force for Distriet’ Intelligence Staff 
Rs. 2,13,446. 
(id) ‘Temporary Establishment for Motot ‘Vehicles, Arms Act and Pass- 
port and Press Departments of the Commissioner of Police, 
* Calcutta. Rs: 16,164, 
(tv) Temporary Boat Establishment Rs. ‘5,193. 


“These have et put down now as temporary arrangements, but T think 
there will be permfhent recurring charge of nearly Re 3,39,111 per ‘annum 
besides other neue charges. If this increased expenditure has at all to 
be incurred we should like to have an assurance from from Goverament that sess 
items of expenditure will not be made permanent. 
“There is one subject upon which I should like to say a few words. te 
is about the Sibpur Engineering © It is @ matter a opens satisfaction — 
to learn that the college in all prob: will not be removed from its present at 
site. I understand, win sadn ‘on account of want of accommodation in. 





the college large number (students cannot got ‘admission there. Probably 
the matter has not been lly brought’ to. coe of Government by 
the Principal of the College. If, however, it be a Themes py aunaiaan oo78 
tes is necessary I hope et Soa W ode tee come without 
lelay. y i efiay 
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an 1 « inted that it has mot been applied: to 

ne at | reform or the Belen of any benefici feet. Tam 

aN \é satisfactory revenue aeerien is due largely to favourable agri- 

ural conditions and the unusually large profits earned by jute companies 

nd miscellaneous mills in 1916-17, I wish it had boen found possible 

to ¢ the major portion of the Sued thus received to purposes of lasting 

efit to the pert Sanitation, Education and: Industrial Improvements are 
subjects on which we feel keenly. < He 


“The sanitary condition of Bengal is nothing, ifnot deplorable. Only the 
hor day Your Hxcellency referred to the baneful influence of malaria and 
* Every year there occur in Bengal from 350,00040 400,000 deaths from 

jo alone. But a mere enumeration of the deaths gives but a faint 

idea of the ravages of the disease. It is probable that at least a hundred 
of malaria occur for every death and it is estimated that this disease 


; -alone is responsible for 20,000,000 gave of sickness in the Presidency every 


year,’ Though fever is the great killer of Bengal we have also to consider 

the 2h hit of cholera in ryral areas. It is idle to deny that both malaria 

and cholera ate preventible diseases and it only requires the adoption of i 
essary measures to uproot these evils which are responsible for many 


jis, Baie a great part_of Bengal. The sanitary condition of Bengal cries 
~~ aloud for the i i 


adoption of a vigorous poliey involving the expenditure of large 

sums which must be found. 3 
% ‘the sum allotted is inadequate. 1 will 
first of all'speak a few words on primary educati It is now considered 
to be the duty of every civilised Government to provide free primary educa- 
tion for the people. And i is deeply to be regretted that in thi ‘ter even. 
some of the important Native States have adopted a policy which we in Bengal 


demand in vain, In Bengal, in 1916-17, the number of primary schools for 


boys was 31,617 with 11,468 pupils. The expenditura on them was 


Rs, 37,40,699, of which Rs, 17,95,596 was from fees ; so the Local Government 


and the Local Bodies: between them paid only Rs. 19,45,103 or a little over 
Rs, 5 per school per month. This is wholly inadequate to attract really compe- 
tent mon to the profession, ‘I understand in the Imperial Legislative Council 
+ Hon'ble Sir Sankar Nair has submitted a statement showing improve- _ 
ment in this matter. But I regret I have not boon able to get a copy of 
that statement. The Government of India have, I am glad, made a special 
grant of £200,000 for the development of primary education 
’ Hon'ble the Finance Member has made a conditional promise 
further sum for that purposes But the Government of Bengal 
i ‘Government of India.” I deplore the attitude 
‘the Government of Bengal towards an rae institution 
si Pathsalt. Its usefulness cannot be gainsaid ; and a non~ 
‘would have saved it from that financial embarrassment on 
likely fer a 1916-17 while 44°56 per cent 
of ‘ige of fomalos 
and an earnest effort should 
hare instrumental in spread- 
‘And I once more hope the 
, but insecure 
some of them 
trayels in the Mogul _ 
hfentury wrote; “Bengal 
3 of Golconda and the 
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Karnatic, where very little is grown, Arabia and Mesopotamia throu; 
‘towns of Moka and Basra and even aBossial tar cway of Bendor-Al 
‘That industry is now in a moribund condition. ‘hen the war bro! 
hoped that ihe opportunity for its revival had come. In reply to a question 
‘in the Imperial Legislative Council the other day a statement showit 
‘estimated outtarn of date sugar in Bengal was submitted :— 


“Year. .. Tone, Year x sone. 
913-14 ws vie 97,800 1915-16 wee ne 99,200" 
1914-15 es vee 96,500 YOLGAT age em AOE LOO 


‘The increase is microscopic. # 

“Tn reply to a question asked by my friend, the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra. 
Kishor Ray Chaudhuri, the Government admitted that suitable brine for the 
manufacture of salt had been found in the Chittagong side of the Bay of 
‘Bengal. In view of the recent disturbances duo to the abnormal rise in the 
price of salt would it not be proper for the Government to help the establish-. 
ment of the salt industry in Bengal? : eee 


“Materials for the manufacture of. pulp for papers are not wanting in 
Bengal. Those should -bo utilised. And in the matter of establishing new 
“industries Government help is indispensable, ke 


“J hope the Government will see its way'to give an impetus to the desire 
_ on the part of the people to take to jndustrial pursuits, It has often been 
said that the rich in Bengal are content to grow richer as they sleep and 
their placid slumber is. seldom disturbed, by. disquieting dreams of the _ 
responsibilities of wealth. But that charge can no longer be levelled against 
them. ‘They are realising the responsibilities of wealth, and capital is coming 
out of the safe shelter of the iron. box: But without Government help 
nascent industries cannot prosper 69 as to withstand the competition of 
foreign industries. 

“The expenditure on police is extravagant. We all feel the necessity of 
improving the police of the province. But mere expenditure of huge sums 
cannot improve the mordle of a service. The subject has been .so often-and 
so fully discussed on various occasions that J refrain) from discussing it 
any further. i * . Sy yecladbires Z 


“Phere is only one other point on which I wish to speak: to-day. The 
partitioning of the districis of Midnapore and Mymensingh in the teeth of 
public opposition where cases have not been made out for such redistributions 
cannot be supported. Such partitioning involves huge expenditure and in 
some cases their utility is questiogable. We are all along looking forward to 
the grant of responsible Government. In introducing the Financial Sta‘e-- 
ment for 1918-19 in the Imperial Legislative Cone Sir William Meyer § 





said; ‘ We liéve under consideration, Siero ei cee 
- connection with the scheme of constitutional reforms, a material 
the ‘direction of separating Imperial and Provincial ce’. Tha 
that the reforms will soon be introduced. And I earnestly hope 
schemes of. redistribution of territories should be kept in ab 
- responsible Government with independent resources consider su 
on their merits.” aes 5A dgtare Behera ty. 


he Hon'ble Mx. Ail Ata said — 
8 pleasant pri 
neral fini 

nald, ‘our 1 















i » I say this, I cannot help. ii 
_ income have been derived Fy ans i tn 
18 


dig ; ne deaoinatie ine of thn 
Z oints to anything, points to a correspondin; 
‘imerease in the d ‘ Fe oust My rae Lean conceive bess v1 
_ more revolting than the habitual drinking of spirituous liquor, It ig incon- 
-ceivable how people, who have not. the herein to feed and clothe 1 
rie , can afford to.consume such a large quantity of licit country spirits. 
: it behoves every well-wisher of the country to try his best to put 
to this growing evil and; thereby improve the moral condition of the 
i‘ le. Certainly it is not too much for me to hope that Your Excellency’s 
~ Government, will not, bo unmindful of their responsibility in, thi ction and 
_ would pass sugh orders,as may be deemed necessary, to prevent the grant of 
increased number of ‘licenses to stockists of foreign liquor and to manufac- 
turers of country spirits. It is stated in the Rowised Estimate that income 
tax has contributed’ fifteen-and-a-half lakhs to the aggregate increase of 
revenue amounting to Rs. 53,33,000 and this is due to the unusually: Jar 
ofits ¢arned by jute companies and miscellaneous mills i 6-17. 
obody should object to the increase of income tax as it bespe: nan 
prosperity of the people and affects only the well-to-do classes. More than 
18 Jakhs of tho increased revenue came’ from the. sale of quinine to the 
Military and’ other Departments. The Law courts contributed Rs. 2,25,000 
chiefly from fines in Magistorial Courts. I am glad to find that there is a 
considerable falling off under ‘Stamps,’ which means that the people were less 
litigious during the year under review. i 


_. “On the expenditure side I find that there are savings mainly under the 
heads of Police and Education. It is, indeed, satisfactory that police expendi- 
ture, was reduced, but I cannot viow with satisfaction the decrease of 

expenditure under the heads of Education and Sanitation amounting to 

Rs, 17,87,000.. Everybody knows and admits that these two are by far the 

most important matters calculated to promote the welfare of the people. ‘The 

most potent scourge of life in Bengal is its appallingly bad sanitation, As a 

matter of fact, there is practically no district. in.Bengal which can boast of 

being free from the ravages of malaria, cholera and other malignant diseases. 
_ “My Lord, while Your Excelloncy's Government have not done justice to 
the Departments of Sanitation and Education, they have found means in this 

‘critical time to provide for such measures of dubious utility as (1) the con- 

struction of steam launches for the River Police in Eastern Bengal, (2) the 

re-organisation of the Eastern Bengal Police, (3) the construction of launches 
for river patrol arrangements for Caleutia Port Police, (4) the increase of 
temporary force for District Intelligence Staif, (5) the raising of the ne 
tion of the ordinary reserve of head-constables and constables, ani (6) 

‘the propésal for raising the pay of head-constables. Although I mention 

only six items of objectionable expenditure, I am able to.extend my catalogue 

hrice as many, gMy Lord, although from the lis f items I have eriti- 
just now, it may appear that [have attacked only one Department of 
ernment, namely, the Police, I wish to make myself clear that I am not 

“who in season and out of season ery down the Police, I only 

‘out that the measures aro not so urgent in their nature 

till next year to make room for measures‘ of such 

apply of drinking water, schemes for the 
“spread of education amongst the masses. 
‘aro the real requirements of athe public at large. Not to 

which le practicallyffirink mud at this time of the 
‘their thirst, there are several municipal towns in» 


all intents anc purposes, 1 am 
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this is ‘the chief reason why the Government are not inclined to puta stop 
to this unnecessary extravagance even at a critical period ‘like this, But 
- the derrible. strain. that it aneans to the financial resources of the districts 
can- be better imagined than described. The situation may be 
bnefly sunmarised as follows :— fe 
(1) Lhe Government intend to spend a sum of Rs. 22,00,000 on district 
settlement operations which are entirely unproductive and un- 
necessary and not at all of an imperative character. ~ 
(2). Phe landlords and tenants shall have to spend a sum of about 
‘Rs. 22,00,000' for supervision and suporintendence of- these 
operations. 
(3) The'Gavernment have decided to recover this year Rs. 18,00,000 
7 from the landlords and tenants as cost of past settlement 
operations. ; 


“Tn other words it means that ata terribly hard timo as the-present, the 
Government and the people have. been salled upon to spend a sum of 
Rs. 62,00,000 on a work of more or loss doubtful utility and 1 beg to 
submit that had the advisors to the Government been prudent enough in the 
past and stopped the settlement operations immediately on the outbreak 
of the war, this vast sum would have been to-day, at the disposal of the 
Government for helping the cause of the war ; but all this advantage is now 
lost. But yet much could be done by the Government if they stop the” work 
wherever possible, even now. If it be possible to postpone operations 
involving an outlay of say ten lacs, it would also moan a saving of ten lacs 
to the people immediately and afurthor sum of Rs. 74 lacs in the immediate 
future. My Lord, Government have not imposed any frosh taxation and 
have even restrained-tho flotation of new companies solely with a view that 
the new War Loan and War Charities might nof suffer but these settlement 
costs are Suroly a kind of burdensome tax, and cannot but seriously affect the 

subscription tothe War Loan in the districts concerned. I therefore. appeal 
to the Chorseatiibat that as far as possible settlement operations might be -pub 
af during the continuation of the War and I hope that a serious aitention 
would yet be given to this subject both by the Imperial and Local Governments. 
Ii has been urged by some that if the settlement operations are. stopped, an 
officient. and experienced staff consisting of kanungos and amins would’ havo 
to be disbanded and consequently trained men would not be available when 
the work would be resumed with the return of normal times. But I do not 
think that there is much force in this argument. Those kanungos and amins 
cannot vanish away from the face of the earth and would surely be available 
to the Gévernment in any number, whenever necessary. 


“ My Lord, owing to war conditions there is no market for jute and the 
price of food-grains is also very low and consequently our collections have 
considerably fallen off, In fact it has become an acute qnoggion with many 
of us as to how to mak’ the two ends meet. The Government could consi- 
derably help us to tide over the difficulty if they realised this year 50 per éent, 
less of what has been budgetted for recovery as being our share of settlement 

~ costs. The balance might be realised next year or year after, These 
costs in many estates far exceed. their revenue and consequently great 
difficulties are being experienced by the gamindars in paying this extra- tax at 
an extremely difficult period of financial depression like the present.” I hope 
this fact too would en the sympathetic attentgm of Your Excellency’s 

- Government in adjusting tho revised Budget. As I [five pointed ont bofore, 
if the Government postpone some of the settlement operations, they might 
easily help us without in any way disturbing their financial position. 
_ © My Lord, now I turn tothe police expenditurg ‘The colossal amount 
budgetted for cain on the police has beenJvery much engaging the 


684 THE CALOUTTA GAZETTE, APRIL: 24, 1918. [PART IVA 


Se 











Discussion of the Budget. 
Kumar Shit Shekhareswar Ray ; Mr. Mackenzie. 


attention of the public and [am afraid my constituency would not be satisfied 
if I do not say a few words on this subject. It is by far the most expensive 
department of the Government. Even at a time when every endeavour is 
being made to curtail expenses in other departments, the police” expenditure w 
is really on the increase.” As a zamindar I can easily realise the position 
of the Government in this matter. The stability and reputation of the Gov- 
ernment depend on the amount of safety that they afford to the ‘people under 
their charge and so any department which helps to secure this state of affairs 
would undoubtedly receive the best attention. In. our zamindaries, too, my 
Lord, the department of law receives our best attention. Solong as this depart- 
ment is well organised and we are ina position to take prompt and adequate 
legal measures against our offending neighbours and tenants, we are respected 
ag strong and efficient zamindars and left undisturbed and so.even in worst 
years we hardly curtail our expenses here. The expenses we hasten 
to curtail are those which affect the most inarticulate subjects; as for 
instance the Deva-seva, Similarly the Government have proceeded tu 
curtail those 6xpenses which affect the most inarticulate section of the public, 
as for instance the expenses on rural sanitation and agriculiure. My Lord, 
as a zamindar I really do not murmur at the attitude taken by the Goyern- 
mont towards the police department in proferefice to others. Bui, my Lord, 
T beg to submit that in our zamindaries it sometimes happens that too much 
attention to the department of law brings about the ruin of the zamindari 
itself. To avoid this catastrophe, good managers periodically revise the law 
budget and effect a good deal of economy by having regourse more to sweet 
reconciliation and compromise than to legal frightfulness.- I therefore venture 
to suggest that the Government might make a thorough examination of the 
police expenditure and seo if any reduction is possible by adopting some other 
methods in regard to the police. 





Pe ; 
““My Lord, speaking of the police, I find that an important item %n account 
of village police involving receipts and expenditure, éach well over half.a crore 
of rupees, has no place in our Budget. From my personal knowledge I_ might 
say that the administration of Village Police Funds is far from satisfactory. 
In my humble opinion the.income and the expenditure on this head might be 
provincialised and shown in the Budget, and. the Government should also 
devote more attention to the ‘efficient administration of this department. 
Sir. Satyendra Sinha introduced’ this morning the Village Self-Goyernment 
Bill, and I find: that the Village Police Funds are to be properly supervised by 
the villagers themselves. In that case I think my request. comes too late. 
But I make the suggestion for what it is worth. In this conneetion, my 
Lord, “it strikes me as an anomaly that. while we, the people in the mufassal, 
pay a police tax of oyer half a crore of rupees, those in urban areas do 
not pay anything towards the maintenance of police forces im those areas, 
and I take this opportunity to suggest that the Government might take 
steps to rectif this’ anomalous distinetion between: the rural and urban 
population,” “ - * F 


‘The Hon'ble Mx. Mackenzre said :—~ F 

_ “My Lord, tho rules which govern he gener al discussion of the Budget 
- in Council provide that the isan aies “be limited to thaae. cat 

revenue and “ta icc are nt f 





Government, and tho§Secretary to the Council in the Circular 
adidreaaee to accra leant in ‘prscrye of the discussion 
‘© warn members that observations and suggestions which are not distinct; 
related to the Budget\statement may bo held tB'be ont eye i taee L 
will not he held by You) Execlleney to be out. of order if T refer to an item 
of expenditure which, Wthough not, strictly speaking, coming within the 
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catogoty referred to, is nevertheless an itqm of expenditure which might be 
curtailed. with advantage to all concerned. I refer to the expenditure of time 


in the discussion of resolutions on the financial statement. 
* 














If I am permitted to refer to this matter I hope I shall bo acquittod by 
‘my colleagues on the Council of any desire tg read the Council a locture as it 
were. Even were I qualified, which I am'painfally aware I am not, that is 
the last thing I should. desire to do, and I hops therefore no offence will be 
taken where none is intended. I merely wish to say how it strikes the 
average business man and I am sure my friends on the other side of the 
house representing the ra Chamber of Commerce will bear out what I 
say. The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja of Burdwan referred to the matter 
at the discussion which took place a year ago almost to a day. Referring to 
* gartain resolutions on police expenditure, he said that after the declaration by 
the Government that the money budgetted under that head could not be diverted 
any business man would have said that many of the resolutions that followed 

_ ought to have beon dropped. ‘The same thing cannot have failed to strike any 
impartial observer in connection with the discussions which took place on the 
Revised Financial Statement which gccupied the time of the Council for three 
whole days. 1 take it we are all here to see in what way we can best 
advance the interests of thi& great Presidency, and I cannot help feeling that 
this cannot best be done by the policy. which there seems a tendency in some 
-directions to adopt of ‘flogging a dead horse’. Such a policy, in my, opinion, 
can only tend to alionate sympathy from even a good cause. ‘Time is money 
and: it is just as essential therefore that the exponditure under this head 
as under any other head should be kept as low as possible, This is necessary 
in the interests of the Members of this Council as a wholo-and particularly in 
the interests of the Members in charge of the different portfolios and the 
hard-worked Secretaries of the various departments on whom special war 
measures, added to the already onerous task of administering a largo province 
like this, have placed a special strain which it is our duty to lighten as 
far as lies in our power. I feel confident that only by working together in 
this way and. by avoiding the policy of ‘pin prick’ we shall best advance 
the interest we all have at heart. - : 


In this connection a suggestion has heen made by another non-official 
member of the Council that the proceedings might be materially curtailed, 


in dealing with resolutions the Government member followed the mover 
in the debate. 4 


‘After hearing what tho Government member had to say it, would not 
infrequently. be unnecessary for others to prolong the discussion. T do 
not know if it is possible or if possible, in all cases advisable, to adopt this 
Lassi Sy but I have noticed it is sometimes followed with satisfactory 
results. : 


Another suggestion which has been made is that the yagactice of requiring 
that the .nimes of those who wish: to speak should be handed to Your 
Excellency beforehand might ‘be discontinued, and that it should be sufficient 
for anyone wishing to speak to catch Your Excellency’s eye. 





_ I must confess I put forward this suggestion with a certain amount of 
_ trepidation as T fear, if eles it might have the effect of prolonging rather 
than shortening the discussions, but it would at all events give an 
opportunity to those who might at the start of a debate 
wish to take part but who might find reason att later stago for wishing to 
interpose.. —* : Ci al 


wuld ‘always conveni turn a blind eye when, 
1 discussion had /froceeded far enough. 
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I have to offer Government my congratulations on the ‘successful rédist— 
ance offered to the numerous attacks on the schemes for the partitions of 
Midnapore and Mymensingh. We find in business that when a thing gets too 
big for efficient control by an existing organization we have either to-inerease 
our establishment’ or be prepared ‘to lose mtoney. It is hardly necessary to 
say which alternative we adopt, «I have no doubt the same thing ap es in» 
the mai ment, of a province or a division, and I have equally no doubt in 
my own mind that the partition of these heavy districts will prove to boa 
productive work of the first magnitude not by any means the smallest portion 
of the benefit, going to those whom, ws I gather, the partition was er 
designed to benefit, namely, the people of the district, themselves. I hrope that 
the opposition to these schemes has now been finally laid to rest, and that 
before long in pursuance of the policy of partitioning the largé districts with a 
view to the more efficient administration of the Provineo we shall shortly have . 
another new headquarters division at Asansol, I understand that a,memorial 
has already been presented to Your Excellency in this connection by those 
interested, and [hope it will receive eatly and favourable considération, 


Referring to exponditure on the Polige which has formed the subject of 
much adverse comment, | may say that Iam fot one of those who hold the 
view that.all is well with that particular forec. That they have done excellent 
work in many directions no one. will deny, but there must be some grounds for 
the very general feeling of distrust in regard to them which is evidenced by> 
the non-official Indian Members of this Council. 1 would strongly urge upon 
Government, therefore, that. they. should endeavour to unearth the canses 
which Jie at the root of this distrust with a view to their elimination. I do 
not blame the superior officers of the force although recent unfortunate events, 
to which it is porhars unnecessary to refer again, have shown that like other 
people they are liable to make mistakos, I believe, however, they are doing 
«their best in the face of much opposition with very indifferent material, and I 
can only hope that time will show that the apprehensions Of our non-official 
Indian friends that the continuous and ever inereasing expenditure on. Police 
reform is out of all proportion to the resulis achieved are not well founded. «I 
note that a considerable portion of the expenditure to. which exception. has 
been taken isin connection with the River Police in Eastern Bengal, and while 
no one will deny that the efficient policing of the great rivers of the Province 
is a matior of urgont reform, it is of equal importance that the rivers them- 
selves should receive more systematic attention than they do at prepulse ae 
hands of Government. And that brings me toa suggestion | have to make, 
which might be taken into consideration before another year, and that-is the 
formation of a Waterways Trust somewhat on the lines of the Caleutta Port 
‘Trust, which will charge itself with the improvement, regulation and consery- 
ancy of existing waterways and will suggest such schomes as may boa eons 
fidered advisable for the development. of river-horne traffic, ‘Lhe question of 
water cartiage has recoived a great deal of attention daring recent -y on 
ep eee of Europe, the United” States and lag of all in- the United 1 

ingdom, i : “iy 











. 


_ [might at this pomt appropriately quote the xecent views of two eminent 
British Engineers on this question. ‘The quotations are from the Minutes 
of Proceedings ‘of the Institution of Givil Engineers issued in Octobor 
last which have just come into thy-hands, oc ; 








vy.aj Sueaking in a discussion on the Keadby : Great Central 
Sir ¥- GQ si are” HY Gat Cente 
‘One of the lesson of tht ; of inland navi 
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date, 0.be hoped that the country will profi -by that lemon, and wil ae 
dato, tale i of its wat walorwagn cad lnaprete Botte " 
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. Mr. J..A. Saver, who followed Sir John Griffith in the disoussion, 
coygluded his remarks ae follows :— _ . : 
“s ” 


‘1 desire to emphasise the ramarks made by Sir John Griffith the great import- 
ance in alk cases whore navigation or canals are crossed by Railway omroad bridges, 
‘of preserving the waterways as fully as possible for the uso of the traffic, Everyone 
‘low realises that had the. proposal of the Royal Commission on Canals’ and Inland 
‘Waterways been carried into olfect, there would have been mucll less ‘congestion on the 

* Railways at the prosont time, and that a large portion of the cost of the reconstruction 
and alteration of the Waterways would haye been actually sayel and refunded during 
the past two years. 





_ T£ these views émphasise one thing more than another it is that we 
should avoid the mistake that was made in the United Kingdom of throttling 
the waterways. | I do not think thero is any danger of our doing so; at the 
same time the’ onus of upholding the rights of a free waterway should not 
devolve on private carriers, but should be on w suitably constituted Trust 
including representatives of the carriers. 


The value of water transport thas long been recognized in France, 
Germany and Belgium as being of enormous importance, and huge sums have 
been spent in perfecting communications between the various largo. centres. 
Water transport has its place, as a department in the State. economy of each of 
these countries’ and various schemes for developing the resoutces of the 
nation are subjected to the closest scrutiny of experts on waterways or water 
transport. ‘ * 


From the number of questions put in this Council regarding the improve- 
ment of rivers and Kats I am glad to think that opinion “in this country is 
awakoning to the importance of the problem of improving waterways not only 
from tho point of view of transport, but also from the important point of view 
of sanitation. If attention to waterways is found neééssary in the interests of. 
the State when doaling with the limited resources of the United Kingdom’ 
how much more would it appear desirable to place the magnificent . water- 
ways of India under an Executive which should have their protection and 
development as an. exclusive trust. There is at present in existence a 
Standing Waterways Committee, but it lacks one important factor, authority. 
Tt can advise, suggest, object or criti , but it cannot act, and is thus 
incapable of vigorously addressing itself to the many important questions 
which arise from time to time in connection with waterways and water-borne 
traffic. .In making the suggostion for a Waterways Trust I wish it to be 
clearly understood that Lam not for a moment , suggesting that’ the Gévern- 
ment of Bengal are not fully alive to the importance of this subject. The 
Local ‘Government through their Public Works Department have done much 
towards improvement of waterways and have initiated valuable schemes, and 
T would like to take this opportunity of bearing testimony to the ready 
sympathy which any project that has been put forward has always received at 
the finda not only of the Member in charge but at the haygs of men like imy 
hon’ble friend Mr, Cowley and Mr, Addams-Williams. 1 consider, however, 
that a Waterways Trust is none the less necessary for the reasons I have given 
and in this view I believe I'am strongly supported by such important bodies 
as the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and the Commissioners for the Port of 
Calcutta, It is not perhaps too much to hopé therefore that a Trust such as 
I have indicated will before long finda place in the State economy-of this 
-country. [do not think the formation of such a ‘Trust. would involve any 
groat exponditure at the outset, and once it wereggot into proper working 

order it would, I feel quite s bé self-supportigf, while tho benefits tothe _ 
country at large would be eee I feal sure, my Lord, that if more had 
been known in Delhi and Simla regarding the waterways of these parts, the 
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types of vessels plying on,phem and thie way in which the business is’ con- 
ducted, many of the muddles that were madgwin the early deveyobitie 
campaign in Mesopotamia in connection with the inland water transport would 
have been obviated. . Z Pal he 
es j 

In this connection I should like—if Jam’ in order in se doing—to refer to 
the>remarks of the Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell in replying to a resolution 
moyed by an Hon'ble Member from Chittagoug regarding ‘the iiprovement 
of the Chaktai hal at the meeting before last. The proceedings of the megt- 
ing have not yet been published, but I think, if my recollection. serves. me 
rightly, the Hon'ble Member in charge said that in this case the Government 
Proposed to try a small expeximont in logal self-government and by way of 80 
doing proposed to notify the khal under the Canals Act and give the 
merchants who used it permission to improve it themselves. . I think he also 
said that Government would not be justified in spending The rate-payers’ 
money for the benefit of the fow merchants who used the kha, Knowing 
Mr. Beatson Bell's keen sympathy with Waterway projects, I was. rather 
surprised at the time that he Should have. taken such a narrow view of 
Government's obligations in: a matter of this , but T wasunable fo say 
anything at the time as T believe I had not the right to speak. Twould like to 
put on recor however that I do not agree that the benefit in such cases 
accrues only tothose who make use of a watorway. 




















Rivers and kAals aro as much highways as roads ox -any other means of 
communication—in fact aro the natural highways of the Province—and it is 
aus much the duty of Government~to conserve and improve them for the 
benefit of the community. at large as it is their duty to maintaiy roads, € 

* * 


I am aware that the Inland Steamer Companies have accepted a similar 
measure of self-government at Serajganj, bit they have done 80 not because 
they think it right but because, for the time béing, they are unable to do 

etter. . ¥ 


At tho discussion of the Budget last year the Hon'ble Mr. Kden made 
reference to the Grand Trank Canal Project, and expressed. the hope that 
nothing would be allowed to interfere with its consideration and early adop- 
tion, 1 es: - ¢ ? 

Mr. Eden referred to’the great benofits that would ‘accrue to ibis 
all sseetions of ‘the community from the construction of the Grand Tran 
Canal, sothat‘it is not necessary for me to doso again. ‘ 


Replying to Mr. Eden the Hon'ble Mr, Beatson Bejl gave the ‘assurance 
that Government had not the léast intention of pigeonholing: the project, but 
proposed, as soon as normal conditions «were resumed, to take it up and’ push 
it shrough. ‘There, so far as I am aware, the matter rests, and I take it that 
considerations of @mperial finance still prevent anythéng being done. While 
realizing that these considerations are paramount IT cannot help etting 
that it seems impossible to make a move of any kind. We shall wreckage a 
beginning however small. I do not thitik the menace of the rapid deteriorn- 
tion of the present steamer route wid the Sunderbans; as pointed out by 
Mr, Addams-Williams, is sufficiently realized. The whole of the river-borne 


| 


traffic of Eastern Bengal and Assam. is dependent. for its ‘exit from-and.~ 


sramance to the Hooghly on one. river, the Dooigra, which, in tho opinion of 


Mr. hile: Wilms, mt incvitably bo a entitely before many years, _ 


If this closure takes before the alternative route: i i ‘is it. 
© fealized what.a ealamity it would involve to the trade of this and. meigitbeits 
ing Provinees:? Tt would x enough at anytime, but, at: the present time, 
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with Railways unable toxcope with the'trafiic offering and the trade of these 


¢ dependent in a gre ameasure than. ‘asual on fiver transport for * 
an outletyit Would be nothing short of a disaster. I think the mercantile 
community of Calcutta aro fully aliyeto tho menace I have feferred to, and 
would strongly support me in urging phat a beginning should-be made as an- 
_jeatnest of the Government an tthe schame will be pushed through. * 
*T quite realize the Gificulty about tunds, but would it not be possible to make 

@ start by utilizing the large number of Turkish prisoners for whieh I under- 

stand tho Government of India ave anxious to find employment.. The Govern- 
ment of India have been pressing these" prisoners on the attention of Caleutta 
for some ‘time, and experiments are yow being ‘made with a view to their 
eaten’ . in collieries. But after all coal cutiing is a business that 
requires a ebrtgin amount of skilf, and it is by.no means certain, either that 
the experiment wal be a suecess’or-that the colligries will be able to absorb 
all the men available. ‘ ¥ 











~ 


_ Tt seems tome that more congenial employment might be found for 
_ them in eonnection with this Canal® project” while Government would be 
getting some return for the large sums they are spending on their keep. 1 
have not consulted any body about this suggestion, and merely make, it for 
what it is worth in my anxiety, to.seo a start made, 
_ My Lord, I am sorry to have taken up so much of the time of this Council 
and 1 am afraid, after what I said in the carly part of my speech, | may be 
accused of ineongistency or worse, My Lord, I plead the rules. I would 
have been very glad to have had my speech taken as’ read, but the rules , 
specifically provide that no speech will be taken as read,thereby placing a 
premium on the waste of time of which I complain,” 


The Hon'ble Kiran Satin Matitvi Aman Aaasaid :-- 


“ My Lord, Your Bxeollency’s Government have again assembled amidst 
the sufferings and trials of this world-war to discuss the Budget. . 'The"Finance 
Member essaying the difficult task of limiting the Budget expenditure’ within 
the resources of the provincial revenue deserves the support of all in his 
arduous task. ‘This year the task proved almost impossible, and the ‘Govern- 
ment of India allowed the Local Government to estimate for a deficit of | 
Rs. 40,20,000. ‘The very negeasily-of being compelled to frame a deficit Budget 
shows paucity of funds and the amount of anxious care, bestowed on the 
Budget, by the Member-in charge. “But I regret to be unable to congratulate 
the Hon'ble Member on the appropriations of revenue to the different require- 
ments of the Presidency. While framing the Budget the Finance~Member 
evidently forgot the Chittagong Division, This oversight will leave the noeds 
of this district unattended to during the next 12 months. Ifyjn future years 
the non-official mombers are permitted to offer suggestions as to particular 
needs of their districts to the Member in charge of the Budget beforehand, 
a repetition of tho oversight may be avoided. a 


4 > ie s 
_ Pho Badget teems with large provisions for the Police. Notwithstand- 

_ing retrenchment in all directions, the provision for the district police 
has been increased by noarly Rs. 40,00,000 during the, last six yee Similar 

- liberal.treatment has been extended to other police . In the expsnditure 
© under Pablic Works iment large sums ave proWMled for the police both 
urban and mafassal, Unfortunately the morale of the foree, so magnificently 

~ weated; has not. improved. | Scere motor ‘cars, motor 


ee 
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launches, palatial barraéks and atafely offices, the coral 3 and his con- 


* 


* stables are as diligent in hunting for lueve asin the daysvof the John Company. 
‘Tho remedy seems to me to appoint educated influential people a8 panchayats 
~and assogiate them with the police in all-important cases sais See eles 
tion. Anotheryremedy lies in enlisting educated mop of birth to the police 

* service and to hold out ta them good prospects. I may state that the police 
has-dealings with the real people, and a European high police officer, however 
well intentioned, often finds it avell nigh impos: le to unravel the toils of 

. his unseraptlous underlings: Induce Indians of the right type to join the 
police foree, my Lord,.and in a dedade the service will undergo magical 
transformation. , . ae ; 


My Lord, I am glad that the provision for the sanitary- improvament 
of the Prosidency has been fixed at Rs. 11,71,000 against Re.-5,98,000 of tho 
previous year. But even here the case of my’ neglected town has ontirely 
been overlooked. Chittagong is a growing port town. ‘The Government of 
Lord Carmichael, rightly recggnizing pure drinking water as the first, step 
towards sanitary improvement of a town, granted the magnificent donation 
of 2 lakhs with a loan of an additional lakh and-a-half for water-works. Thus © 
my native city embarked on its career of new nygetalaast equipped with the 
most interesting water-works of India. It may be added that. our type is 
being copied «at Puri and in the Punjab.« But unfortunately the war 
intervened and the anachinory, oil and coal quadru pin price. ‘Lo meet 
the emergency the Commisgioners increased taxes, reduced ‘pressuro at the 
mains and tried various other means, . Tovadd to, their difficulty the law courts 
declared that the meters should be provided at thecost of the Municipality. 

* This hag threatened the Municipality with financial ruin. J, therefore, take 

this.opportnnity “of appealing earnestly to Your Lordship for a’small grant 

» in aid to the Chittagong Manieipality, The stm may be obtained from 

Rs: 1,52,000° provided -as ‘special grant vat the disposal. of the Divisional 
* 


Commissioners.’ ‘ 


& 


The medical provision has practically . tethained stationary, te, Re. 

26,86,000 against. Rs. 27,75,000 -of the previous revised Budget. Under this 

~ head darge sums have sheen provided for urban medical institutions. No 
‘special grant has been received by theChittagong district. ~ ‘ 


Provision under this head i Rs. 1,03,01,000-against. Rs. 98,183,000 of 
the previous year. In,education, as in sanitation, the bulk of the money has 
been given away to institutions in, or near Calcutta, loaying a small balance to, 
bo doled out to.different districts. When distributing this dole the Chitta- 

"gong district. has, as usual, been entirely ignored T may add that the needs 
. of our local eollegé and attached Mutnaiadan hostel are really great, as is 
ackwtowledged by. the Government, in the Hon’b! O'Malley’ 
questions on the 22nd January, 1918, 4 i aor 


My Lord, Leg to appeal to’ Your Lor 
the Chaktaj "Mal of Chittagong froin provision 
Works and Navigation.’ Chaktai is the centre of .c 
town, and its improvement is hound tp accelerate the 
a commercial city, ~ i , 


My Lord, the war with its attendant inevitable evils’ 
message of hope. fo “us: T mean that it has. offered an. 6 
Tndians to develop nie industrial resources, 

















* situated so far ns indfstrial activity is eoneorneda | 
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be extended to ‘ye and. other- indigenous industries. If the Government 
desires that Indian produce, and ‘Indian minerals should not_be/exploited 
by. foreignors at the expense of the children of the soil, no, better opportunity 
aoe than the present to Support infant enterprises and create new ones.” 





The Hon'ble Rar Ravua Onmaran Pat Banapur said — 


*My Lord, I could not ‘catch, every word of what ‘the Hon'ble 
Mr. Mackenzie said; but ‘I have had an opportunity since of glancing. through 
his written speech. And I want tosay a fow words about it. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Mackenzie has referred to-the expenditure of time for moving resolutions 
in this Council. I certainly think that there is a considerable expenditure in 
that direction. May I ask is there not talk in the gretest legislative assembly 
of the world—the Parliament and how long antl protracted—are the debates ! 
Tt would bea sad day for India, ff we turned mute and our feelings, wishes 
and aspirations are choked up. But, my Lord, I think it is necessary to state 
on behalf of the non-official. members. who moved rosolutions—I myself did 
not move any resolution at “least this session—that there is a great deal/of 
difference in this respect between the Huropean and Indian non-official mem- 
bors. My non-official European friend may jmow a great deal—which we 
cannot know-—and also gets-what he wants. without moving any resolutions 
from his jathhats who are mefbers of a bureaucracy whom he meets at dinners 
and other social functions. There is natural sympathy and community of 
feelings between the two sections of the European community. A very 
distinguished metber ‘of, the Government ‘of India, afterwards’a: member 
of the Cabinet fot some: time, once ‘told one of my ancestérs that the fate 
of India is decided at the dinner tale. Matters are more satisfactorily settled 
at dinner table between the official and the non-official Europeans. Bat we 
Indians have no opportdnity of settling things in this way, and, my Lord, 
although we sometimes take up the time of the Countil we cannot help doing 
80, because we-aust have some opportunity of expressing our views in this 
Council and pressing them upon government. 






My Lord, for years past I have been urging upon the necessity of the 
appointment of a standing financecommittee toconsider all financial questions, 
examine the departmental. budgets, recurring and non-recurriug expenditures, 
appropriations and transfers, and to find out ways and means for new and 
pressing schemes, whether suggested frout official or non-official quarters, 
by a close and intimate acquaintance with the details of administration — 
a knowledge which under the present system the non-official members are 
precluded from acquiring... T again respectfully ask Your Excellency to yield 

“to our requost otherwise the budget discussion becomes academic, uninformed, 
unprofitable aud stale, and leads to.a waste of time and energy. In the 
standing financo committee any non-offidial member of Your Excellency’s 
‘Council will have tho privilege to submit any scheme for consideration, and if 
it-is approved by Government or the Legislative Council ‘Kymie™ of funds 





may be investigated im tho finance committee. The mittee shall be 
ided over by the Vice-Presidént of the Council or the ‘nancial Member, 
and its proceedings shall be subject. to the approval of the Legislative Council. 
Thaveoutlined a scheme. . It is doubtless capable of improvement. Whatever 
the scheme may be, we want-a standing finance committee—a closer assovia- 
tion with a ils of the administration instea1 of infructuous debates and 
‘ornamental shows. Last year the Hon'ble Mr. Beatson Bell said, in reply to me, 
that. the proposal was not in accordance with the constitution. My Lord, the 
time has changed, the constitution must, be shang along with it, The ‘ old 
antediluvian’ system as Mr. Montagu has ‘said Rust give place to a more 
popular and up-to-date one, otherwise misunderstanding and dissatisfaction will 
continue toexist. On the ‘other hand, if the non pficial members are taken 
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into confidence they will understand the difficulties of administration and 
become a powerful ally of Government. 


I regret to.seo that no progress has,yét been ‘made with the scheme for 
improvement of primary education in Calcutta. Truly the wheel of the 
Government's coach moves very slowly. Some three or four years ago a 
special officer was appointed to report on the condition of primary education 
in Caleutta. He submitted his report which disclosed a deplorable state of 
affairs which ought not to be tolerated ora day. Surely, it is high time that 
something should be done to establish primary education on a satisfactory 
footing. The Gocporation of Calcutta has offéred to, co-operate, but the 
Government are not yet ready with the scheme. Not ‘only in Calcutta, ‘but 
throughout the province the present state of primary education js, in the 
words of Mr. Hornell, ‘ profoundly ' unsatisfactory, He assured the Couyeil 
that practical proposals would be put forward, but we bave not yet seen any 
indication of them. But I am glad that a grant of 5} lakhs has been made 
which, I hope, will be spent in removing partially the ‘Sause of the reproach. 
There is agreat want of good schools for secondary education in Calcutta. 
The leading collegiate schools are all overcrowded and a number of Rrvate 
secondary schools have come into existence’ which, however inefficiently, are 
meeting the public wants to.a certain extent. But they are all struggling 
with their slender means. Their want is chiefly good accommodation and the 
Director of Public Instruction would do a great public service if he would 
provide them with funds for suitable school buildings, ‘Of the many regret- 
table things in the control and: conduct of the secondary education, the most 
glaring is that, whileghe Imperial grant of lakhs was not made timely and 
proper ‘use of by the Directorate, fresh cause of suffering, discontent and 
smarting has been given by the speedy issue and hasty use of a reactionary 
circtlar notorjous as ‘the Turner Circular’. The Hastings House school is a 
useful institution in its way, but the charges are so high that they preclude 
men of moderate means from taking’ advantage of superiqr education and 
training in this institution, The Director of Public Instruction said the school 
is not merely intended for the wealthy, but is éstablished to meet the needs of 
thoke who want for their boys a training which the ordinary high school does 

, not provide. But can this laudable object be gained by the imposition of a fee 
of Rs. 100 for boarders and Rs. 25 for day-scholars. The charges are 
prohibitive and-quite beyond the means of the people, except the wealthy. , 
Surely, the Government have not’ established ‘this institution at the cost of 
the public exchequer for the few most wealthy members of our community. 


May I inquire what steps are being taken to foster technical edueation 
in this Presidency 2) ‘There is comparatively too much of University education 
and too little of te@hniéal education. To begin with, cannot provision be 
made for the introduction’ of manfal training in Government schools such 
as drawing, carpentry, smithy and leather work, ete. ? 


_ A very useful grant was generously made to Mr. H. K. Banerjee. for 
training in a rail workshop. Cannot anannual sure be budgetted for the 
training. of young’ Indians in technical branches of Government and railway 
Service and new avenues of employment opened to them? The tax-payers’ - 
money cannot be better spent than in this direction. ’ 


Although the expenditure under the head of the police is increasing 
beyond all limit, still 1am sorry to say that the subordinate rank of police 
officers, who aro all Indians, have not. met with the attention they deserved. 
They are a*body. of faighful, loyal and hard-working servants, but ‘they 
bemoan their lot that theyfare not so kindly looked after by the Government. 
For inst ce, the pay head-constables and writer-constables in the 
Calcutta police are fixed at Rs, 18 rising to Rs. 26. They belong to the Shadra~ 
Jog class and are generally Ygen of education similar to the clerks in Government 
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and mercantile offices, Why sshould they receive such a miserable pay? 
I submit that their pay should not be less than Rs. 30 and the more meri- 
torious amongst them should be promoted to the rank of Sub-Inspector, 
so that’ they may gradual rise up to the mgher grade of the service. I 
cannot conélude my remarks with regard to. the police without thanking the 
Government most heartily for having promoted a deserving and highly meri- 
torious-Indian offiter, Rai P.O, Lahiri Bahadur, to the Fest of Deputy Com- 
missioner of Calcutta police. I‘hope the ¢ppointment will be made permanent, 
and that similar encouragement wal be given to other Indian officers of the 
police service. While congratulatitig the Commissioner of Police, Mr. Clarke, 
on the increase of his salary, 1 feel, I must acquaint Your Excellency 
of the apathy of the police in regulating the traffic in the northern part of 
the town, especially in the crowded Indian “mercantile quarters, where the 
police is supysmely apathetic, and the obstruction is so great that one can 
hardly move from one end of a street to the obher in less than an hour. 
The carters obstruct ghe streets and’ the footpaths without the slightest 
compunction. and become insolent when asked to move, and the disconcerted 
traveller wonders whether Mr. Clarke has ceded this part of the British terri- 
tory to the badl-gariwallas. 


The Union Committees now being established in some pits of Bengal, 
and which’ will multiply int number, should .be provided with larger funds. 
The recommendations of the Decentralization Committee on the subject 
should be given effect ta. A part of the cosses levied within thevarea of each 
union should be given to it to carry out sanitary improvements within the 
area, The question of water-supply in rural areas has been to the fore for 
several years: past. The re-excavation and provision of reserved tanks: 
for drinking purposes are the erying negessities of the country. A systematic 
programme should be prepared for the purpose of supplying pire drinking 
water in rural areas. Coming neargr home may 7 inquire what is the 
fate of the scherie for water-supply of riparian municipalities near Calcutta 
about which we heard much some years ago? A number of Health Officers 
and Sanitary ‘Inspectors, have been appointed under the new Act in some 
of the municipalities. In my opinion it is a move in the right direction. 
There should be a sanitary service and Health Officers and SanitaryInspec- 
tots should be attached to all populous Municipalities in Bengal, and the 
Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal should give them»proper guidance to improve 
the sanitation of the areas ‘entrusted to their charge. It would be interest- 
ing to know the effect on the general health of the municipalities where these 
Health Officers have been working. I do not know whether Health Officers 
have been appointed in the outlying municipalities near Caleutta. It is 
important that the sanitation of these municipalitiegshguld be, well looked 
after. for the outbreak of an epidemic in sthese 4reas would not only work 
local havoc, but affect the health of Calcutta. With the progress of the 
operation of the Calcutta Improvement Trust people would be moving ‘outside 
the city. The suburban municipalities should “be ren§ered healthy and 
attractive to them. @odnsiderable structural sohion as well as: 
improvements in drainage and water-supply and communications must be 
made to make the suburbs suitable for residential purposes. The Govern- 
ment ‘should make separate grants for the purpose, as these municipalities 
are too poor to contribute like Calcutta to the improvement of their “areas, 
It is proposed to take up the improvement of Howrah; I have no objection 
to it. It ought to be in There should be a separate Trust. with 
a separate engineering staff and with local members to form a. Board, 
and a separate fund should be assigned to thet stead of over-burdening 
the Calcutta Trust and draining its resour®eé, which are intended 
solely for the improvement of Calcutta. This is the deliberate opinion of 
the Indian members of the Trust. However angious ourvable Chairman, 
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Mr. Bompas, may be to extend his raj separation of the local Trust will 
work mcre ‘expeditiously and satisfactorily than the over-burdened and 
over-worked Calcutta Trust. ‘May I inquire in this connection\what is the 
fate of apermanént Howrah bridge? A sum of {teen thousand and seven 
hundred rupees have beon budgetted for payment to the expert, Mr. Basil Mott. 
May I inquire what is his advice, and whether the permanent bridge will be 
a reality within a measurable distanee of time? ‘ing on sanitation in 
Calcutta I desire to draw Your ExXcellency’s attention to the abominable 
condition of the canal on the Eastern boundary of Calcutta. The canal is in 
a most filthy condition and the water is ‘io better than poisonous sewage. 
-The Corporation have spent several lakhs in the improvement of the fringe 
area. It is now an excellent area with new broad roads and well-sanitated 
houses. But the canal is a.perpetual menace to the health of the locality. 
Is there no one responsible for it ? ~ 


I find that the pay and allowanées of the Collegtor of Income-tax and 
also of the Collector of Caleutta is to be raised. It is to be regretted that 
while the emoluments of the Collector of Income-tax are increased the 
other officers under him upon whom devolve the stupendous work of assess- 
ment and the additional work in consequence of the changes in the Income- 
tax Law have been passed over. Their responsibilities are great and they 
certainly deserve well of Government, and I*hope they will be granted a 
proportionate increase to their pay and allowances. 


In this connection, I would draw attention to thé present block in promo- 
tion in the Executive branch of the Provincial Civil Service The block 
seems.to be the result of, the action of Government in adding considerably to 
themumber of posts in the lower grade of the service, leaving the higher 
grades just as they were. Promotions tothe higher grades become in conse- 
quence much rarer than they were before, and the block has not only con- 
tinued for years, but it seems it is growing more acute every year. Naturally 
there is disappointment and discontent in the service. it 


I understand that the lowest pay of the ministerial establishment in 
East Bongal is Rs. 30 which was fixed bythe Government of Eastern Bengal 
and Assam, while the lowest pay in West Bengal is Rk. 25. This disparity 
has created great discontent and Rs. 25 is not a living wage to an honest 
family man. May T‘appealsto Government to équalize the pay by raising the 
lowest pay from Rs. 25 to Rs. 30 in re-unitéd Bengal? My Lord, we are 
passing through a period of exceptional hardship and strain, We are all hard 
hit by the war, and none more so than the poorer bhadraloy class and the 
bulk of your ministerial officers come from this community. Living 
has become exceptionally dear. Every commodity has gone up in price and the 
Wearing apparel, especially fhe clotit, has gone up in price beyond the: avarice 
of the keenest speculator, There is much distress in the country. I appeal 
to Government to consider whether a war allowance cannot be granted, say, 
at the rate of 10 fer cent., to all Government servants drawing salaries 
below Rs. 100. x * Lig Neng 


In the Post and. Telegraph Departments under the Government of 
India, as ‘well as .in most Railways, ministerial officers haye been granted a 
temporary increase on their pay. on account of high prices. The Bombay 
Government is also considering the desirability of granting such allowances. 
I submit, therofore, my suggestion for a war allowance to the underpaid 
officers under Your Excellency’s Governmont is worthy of consideration. 


Tn this conncotion would draw the attention of Goyernment to 
the fact that peons and orderlies in Galeutta and mufaseal offices under 
the Government of Bengal are paid a monthly salary of Rs. 8 and Rs. 6, 
respectively. Tt is well (nown that the pay of domestic servants in Calcutta 
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depend upon how we shape our education to-day, There is 
expenditure for the whole of the amount originally provided and. muc 
Hore at all events there can he no question. of absence’ of definite schoines, 
for schemes we have in abundance which can be fully matured within a short 
time and some are quite mature. We want money for bettering our State and - 
. Btate-aided schools and colleges, woe want money for bettering our unaided 

+ schools and colleges, wo want money for strengthening, University education 
and for nursing industrial education, we want money for placing female 
education on more assured basis, all of which would absorb more than the 
amount of reduction, We realize that owing to war conditions this is only a 
‘temporary set-back, and sincerely hope that as soon.as the times improve the 
amounts held back will be forthcoming for the various 2argnarked purposes. 
But even during the war and geally for thp purposes of the war, industrial 
education has to. be fostered more than ever. And movements like those 
terminating in the Bengali Regiment, the Bengal Light Horse, and the 
Calcutta University Corps might well be financed toa certain extent from the — 
provincial point of view though they have a distinetly Imperial point of view 
also. The good name of Bengal asa military eg ne, ground can be revived 
at a comparatively small cost. and one notices with disappointment that no 
provision towards this end finds place in the Budget. 


It is noticeable that under education there was a decrease of 
Rs. 5,380,000 last year, which is said tobe due to savings under grants-in-aid 
and Imperial grants. This is a saving of a very questionable nature with so 
many urgent. schemes waiting for support. ‘Such a saying has. been 
attempted this year also, for at page 5 of the Amended Draft Financial 
Statement we are told the decrease of Rs. 16,99,000 is due to savings in the 
Imperial grants and in the grant for the Calcutta hostels. As a matter of 
fact the whole of this is not sayings strictly spehiting, but is either ear 
marked and is awaiting expenditure or has been held up. ‘ 


The reference to the grant for Calcutta hostels isin regard, I sup, ose, 
to the sum of Rs. 3,35,000, which’ the Government of Bengal have | 
under obligation to pay to the University towards its new hostel schem 
It may be in the recollection of some Members that on a previous occasion the 
Government of India had made a grant of Rs. 10,00,000 for Caloutta hostels 
which was not, therefore, applied for the purpose of these hostels but was 
diverted to various purposes, into the details of which it is unnecessary now 
to go. There was a subsequent grant of Rs. 10,00,000 by the Government of 

' India to the University direct for the erection of the long-deferred hostels. 
Tt was thereupon arranged as a result of a conferrence that the | n the 
hands of the Government of Bengal out of the previous’ gr 

Rs. 3,39,000 should be paid towards the Hap See hostels and 
accordingly prepared. In the preparation of heme. 
estimate was franged, according to the standard of the 
ment, and it xpected that the whole of the 3, 
my and close onal supervision, however, eng th 
tho last four years toconstruct these hostels at a lower’ 
the rise in prices due to the war. The work was t 
| the Public Works Department, and has been 
"regard to the sree of the scheme 
assistance from Your creer pons 
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who are not ordinarily admitted to the.gonoral hostels owing to caste reasons. 
Tilaceatheriticeia. a ctntally-snisious,thamrotvettve steps should be taken to 
reconcile. all. points of view, and that the strength of the hostel scheme, as a 
whole, should not be neutralized by reason of this weakness. The Director of 
Public Instruction has been good enough to inform me that he will be prepared 
t» finance temporary hostels for Namasudras, Jogis and Sahas, and that is an 
acceptable relief so far. But the whole thing will have to be placed on a 
permanent basis, and it can only be done by constructing permanent hostels 
for these classes, as well as for our Buddhist students. The savings that we 
have been able to effect, and other sums, will be nocessary, and I hope they 
will be fortheoming. It is, therefore, with some surprise that I'read at page 
4 of the cae! Draft Financial Statement some words which used'not: to 
figure at this place formerly. I suggest that the Rs. 3,39,000 which is shown 
as ‘saving’ is intended for the purposes that I indicate and not for a hostel. 
for the Bethune College as the words I complain of, would indicate. 
As amember of the Governing Body of the Bethune College, and as one 
devoted to the cause of female education, no one is more -keenly interested 
in a hostel for the Bethune College than I am. As an occassional. Inspector 
of the College I have often, pressed this on the, authorities, but on no account 
gould we consent to the diversion of any portion of this Rs. 3,35,000 for the 
Bethune College ; that has tb bo constructed out of other funds of the Govern- 
ment and not out of the funds which have all along been intended as we 
understood for building,hostels for private colleges. 


T would once again yery strongly appeal for the restoration of the grant to 
private colleges which, though nominally provided in the Budget for the last 
three years, has not been paid except in small driblets for special purposes. 
When the University Regulations were framed it was fully recognized that 
the colleges out of their own resources could not possibly effect. tho improve- 
ment insisted upon by the University, and in full view of this, the special grant 
to private colleges was provided, as well as the grant for the University mess 
scheme, for enhancing which I unsuccessfully appealed to the Council. 
‘Though my resolution for the larger mess grant failed, I trust some further 
relief will be given towards the scheme out of the private college grant, 
as has recently been done for special purposes like furnishing the new 

_ hostels. I would assure the Council once again that the University mess 
&cheme cannot’ be properly tun with the limited grant now given, In this 
sonnection I desire to acknowledge the efforts of the Government for. 
placing the messing scheme of medical students on a: better footing. The 
medical students had'so long escaped the requirements of the residence law 
and it was only last year that by constant pressure the matter was taken up. 
We have difficulties in the case of law students also, but these we are trying to 
‘overcome because the generosity of the Government to the Law College still 
continu Tt is distinctly reassuring to have a large grant for aiding primary 
education, and, if a proper scheme be prepared and the pyplic be taken into the 
‘confidence of the Goyernment, a scheme with t results may be 
achieved during the next few months. It is unfortunate, owever, that the 
scheme for bettering the status of the professors and teachers asa whole, 
‘sympathetically referred to by His Excellency tho Viceroy, is. practically’ in 
abeyance, and till this scheme matures neither primary education nor second- 
ary education will be on a sound basis. : 
We 4 y ‘to be reassured in connection with the Budget resolu- 
‘tion and in ections that the questions of, bettering the prospects of 
the HOPE Se the Subordinate Judicial Se and of the Subordinate 
incial Educational Service are engaging th¥ attention of Government. 
"We té@ast tan ie os a em be fortheo . ‘The recommendations 
of the Public Barve jommission in connection the educational service 
‘ihave been exhaustibly ctnsidered by a specigl committee, ~ which Your 
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"There is an acceptable increase of revenug, . ainounting to. over 
Rs, 52,00,000, which has probably assisted in easing t 1 situation to a certain 
“extent. Roy ees °9,00,000 of this sum, however, comés fron Excise. The 
inorense was sally estimated © t Rs, 10,00. 000; ‘but according to the 
Revised Financial Statement it is Rs. 9,00,000: We do’ not know ‘the basis 
either of the one or ‘the other estimate, and are told that’ the ine which 
in Caleutta, is due to the prevention of dilution and the fixation of © 
i prices. This is ‘said to have contributed ‘to ‘a larger ‘iner "ase in’ 
tnption of licit country Spirits. 4, 


‘Tf the suggestion isithat there is a certain number. of peren 
ee who would prefer diluted and cheap liquor, and who’ ordinarily 
indulge in liquor of illicit, manufacture, they haye probably chean given the 
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of surprise if the increase ‘of Rs. 900,000. which swe are having to-day 
ay be more during the next year. Tt would be: no answer to say: that 
Tecuecenns js on country liquor and_ the shop in question has probably 
no license for sale of couatry liquor.’ Public protests like this have gone in 
vain before. My Muhammadan colleagues will remember how fruitless have 

. their and our exertions been to remove the grog-shop in Wellington Street 
opposite the. Muhammadan hostel in Bowbazar. Ye are very thankful 
for the experimental dry area scheme and I trust such schomo will be given 
areal chance. They may well be extended in Calcutta and the mufassal. 
Tn speaking of the efforts of the ‘Temperance workers last year, the Hon'ble 
Mr. Beatson Bell with his usual candour said that they need not lay to their 
heart the flattering unction that the decfease in excise revenue last yoar was 
due to their efforts or to the appreciation of their efforts. He practically 
said. that thoetoct would correct itself at the earliest possible opportunity 
antl we see that that opportunity has not been long in coming. hile we. 
recognize that the Government policy in the matter of excise has been 
deeaiy progressing for the better. of late, there are unpleasant features 
Which make one anxious. and some of the maiters that I have just referred 
to are but a portion’ of those unpleasant. features... We must not forget 
what is being done. in England and America towards excise reform. in the 
larger interest of humanity, sand Government here must make up.its mind to 
do. without. excise revenue in time. And in the meantime, they have to put 
down such revenues as much as possible, consistently of course with the need 
also of. putting down licit, manufacture and: traffic. The All-India Tomper- 
ance Conference during the last cold weather emphasized the need of reform 
in important directions to which I would earnestly draw the attention of this 
Conneil, Al friends of the country and of the Temperance cause. must 
insist that excise revenues: should not. be lightly allowed to increase. and 
that all possible steps should be taken vo control the evil, We do not say 
“that the Government deliberately takes steps to force larger sales. At the 


game time, we cannot. shut our eyes to obvious results which makes one uneasy ~ 
andanxious, Our insistent appoal must be for reduction of consumption all 
round.. One obvious suggestion that ought to ‘bs acceptable to the depart= 
ment would be reduction of the time during which hostels and restaurants are 
kept open. 9-30. p.t.i8.an hour suggested by Temperance Workers as has 
been’ done in Great’ Britain and as the hour bell reminding me that my time 
is up has just been rung I close my remarks with the suggestion for time- 
limit. Let us have this, at least as a war economy.” 3 


‘The Hon’ble Basu Kisnorr Moan Owaupunurr said :— < 


\ |My Lord, though Iam one of the sinnors in the direction complained of 
# friend . the on’ble Mr, Matkenzie, J do.not wish to take ‘Your 
xcellency’s time by adding anything to what has already been said by, my 
friend the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. The only explanation is 
that I do not know in. what other way we may make Mhown the grievances 
of our constituents 8 the anthorities other than by @gpiscussion in this 
Council, 1 now proceed to make somo obseryations on the Budget. 


/. he year 1917-18 has been estimated to end with the largest closing 
- palanee shown since the year 1912-13. ‘This: result, however, is mot due to 
the tise of ordinary revenue but to a pretty large sale of quinine and other 
materials for war, and toa large saving in expenditure, mainly aecount for 
the gain over the estimated closing balance of Res, 3,15,58,000. © The net 
gain Rs. 61,94,000 consists of— 3 & 
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The explanation given in regard to the Revised Budget is quite insutlicient 
for thoroughly realizing the nature of ee: I wish a separate ex- 
planatory rere g: mera 4 the ‘details and the reasons for the alterations were 
attached to the Financial Statement. J hope this will be wins 
I may be permitted here to explain the reasons of my complaint. 
a provision of Rs. $8,13,000 for educational expenditure in the Budget for .- 
1917-18. In explaining the Revised Estimate itis ‘stated that un d 
* Education’ the original Budget was reduced by Rs, 16,99.000 due ‘to 
Saving in the Imperial grant and the grant for Caléutta hostels (page 8). 
At page 22, however, in showing how the Imperial grants of Re: yes | 
are likely to be expended in 1917-18, it is shown that the’ probable expeni 
ture in 1917-18 would amount’ to Rs. 20,81.000 under * Edueation” and a sum 
of Rs. 1,15,000 under ‘ Public Works Department ’ and that the saving in the 
Imperial grants would amount to Rs. '8,19,000. “Ti, is also explamed ab page 21 
that the decrease of Rts. 16,99,000-is due to the fact that the Imperial grants, 
especially the grant of 9 lakhs, for improving the pay and training of teachers, 
and the gtant of Rs: 3,839,000 for Calcutta hostels were not fully utilized and 
to the transfer of certain grants, - Excluding the Imperial grant of 
Rs. 80,15,000. the. original Budget provision for Education under several 
sub-heads amounted to Rs. 67,98,000 and the revised provision under these 
heads: amounted to Rs: 81,14,000, So there was an eX¢ess expenditure of 
Rs, 13,16,000 only. How these Rs. 20,81,000 of the Imperial grants ¢ould 
be spent is not at all-clear: Whatever expendituye out of tle Educational 
grant is incurred under. the Public Works ‘Department either by transfer, 
or as original provision, ought to be elearly shown ‘or noticed in connection 
with the Educational grant. In the absence of these informations it is very 
difficult for us to get an insight into the Budget and our criticism must 
necessarily be prefunctory and it may not be to the point. i hil 
ik 
‘Tho question naturally arises why of all other subjects Education should 

* suffer so heavy a loss ot, in other words, why it should thus be gs Out 

ofa grant of: Rs, 98,13,000 allotted to Edueation, Rs! 16,99,000 or 15;84,000, 

after deducting Rs, 1,15,000:provided under Public Works Department, could 

not be spent within the year, . To my mind itis a public grievance and:the 
» public has @ tight to demand a satisfactory, explanation as to where the 









difficulty arises ins nding the sum allotted and with whom the responsibility 
lies for its. non-fulfilment.. We, the non-oflicial thembors are. the. 8 
representatives, and have been crying hoarse in this Council fot a larger grant 
and for greater facilities for Education which is at its lowest ebb in this country. 
‘The illiteracy of the masses is rather apalling as compared with athe progress 
ucation in other civilized countries, For want pads no educational 
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of B$ lakhs for thé developnient of Primary Education. ‘Tho sum, however, 

is vety fnadeqiate but T hope the best possible ase of this grant will be ~ 

tt) Sy as possible and the much-needed atrangement for Compulsory 
ty Education, at least it selected areas, may be“ givéi a tart. i 


. ..» Lmoved.a resolution unsuccessfully on the Budget this year for reducing 
the rates of the fees to those previously obtaining in the Government colloges. 
T hope Government will reconsider this matter as I have every apprehension 
that this increment is very likély to affect the spread of high education which 
is so much heeded in this country. 


'The question of the annual exodué to Daren discussed at length 

- last yeat during the Budget debate by the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 
A resolution faturtailing the exodus expenses was unsuccessfully moved 
at the Dacca meeting of this Council in August last... The question, however, 
is well worthy of serious consideration of Government... Is it really beneficial 
to the work of Government and does it tend to increase their efficiency, as the 
Hon'ble Mr. Lyon put it in the last Budget debate? If necessary,at all, why 
not xestrict it to one summer trip only? . ‘The Autumn frip at least ean, safely 
be curtailed. A stay of over three months at Darjeeling during the summer 
ought.to be considered sufficignt. to renovate the energies of the Secretariat 
stat. The Puja vacation may be utilized by those who have a special fascina- 
tion for the bracing hill climate of September or October. Public revenue 
should not suffer for tlat. Circumstances, my..Lord, demand the strictest 
economy on all possible sides. 


' The most noticeable feature in the Budget is that the polies expenditure 
is gradually expending. ‘The ever-growing police expenditure is not bbly.a 
menace but ‘a positive obstacle to the development of other branches of the 
administration. It is really scandalous that Government should tutn & deaf 
ear to the popular clamout inst it. “Police and police buildings have 
swallowed up 24 per cent.’ of’ the bntiré revenue for the year. ith due 
deference to the Government view and the opinion of some Of the nonoflicial 
members on the subject, Tam bound to say that this heavy expenditure at the 
present moment has no justification. It is high time, my Lord, that a special 
‘committee of this Council; both official and non-official, should enquire and 
consider how to check this growing demand of the Police Department. As I . 
have shown above, a large saving under Education has been encroached upon 4 
by the police in the new Budget, 

‘I am glad to notice that agriculture and sanitation have received 
more attention this year. The Calcutta. University also has recognized 
the importance of; agrjcultural education and has created a Faculty for 
Agriculture along with one for Commerce. 1 hope greater attention would 
be paid and Agricultural Demonstration Farms would be widely started 

in vernacular 
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“North Bengal is specially infected with malaria and the death-rate from. 
fever there is abnormally high in comparison with Caleutta, Pure drinking 
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foreign countries for even the clothes of ordinary use, Enormous quantities 
of jute grow in the country, but the jute-growers are in extreme proverty for 
the want of a market on account of shipping difficulties. With full dévelop- 


ment of industry, commerce and agriculture and educational facilities, India 
is sure to be self-contained and altogether independent of foreign help. ‘That 


surely is the paramount aim of Government and that is the aspiration he 


every Indian patriot.” 
The Hon'ble Mr. Provasn Omanpra’ Mirren said :— x 
“My Lord, I should like to offer\a few preliminary remarks about the 


position of the general revenues of the province. If we turn to the first page. 


of the Civil Budget Estimate, which was circulated, we fir that the total 
revenue of the whole province comes to Rs. 2,363 lakhs and odd and out of 
that the appropriation of the Imperial Government amounts to Rs. 1,666 
lakhs and old and that of the Provincial Government is only Rs. '696 lakh, 

and odd. If we turn to the account for 1916-17 we.find that the tot 

revenue was Rs. 2,074 lakhs and the appropriation of the Imperial Govern- 
ment was. Rs. 1,412 lakhs and odd, whereas the appropriation of our Govern- 
ment was Rs. 662 lakhs and odd. Now, my Lord, in dfawing attention to 
this my only object is to have an investigation for the future as to how our 
contributions compare with those’ of the other provinces. I am fully aware 
that Imperial expenditure on heads like Atmy and Navy, Genoral Administra- 
tion and other necessities of Imperial concern must have precedence, but the 


point for consideration is whether the different provinces bear their share . 


properly and legitimately. Now, my Lord, looking at the total figures of 
* 1915-16 of the Imperial Government I find that out of a total revenue of 
85 million pounds the Provincial revenue is 30 million pounds and the Imperial 
revenue 55 millions. If we work out on this basis we find that our province is 
contributing about.a crore of rupees more than other provinces. I may be 
mistaken in my figures, but I would respectfully ask the Government and my. 
colleagues to investigate the point further asa question of future importance, 
and the question may be one of very great importance in view of the coming 
reforms with regard to the future settlement or surrender or contribution of 
revenue after those reforms. My Lord, the Imperial Government gets a net 
, Tevenue of 15 crores and odd after meeting an expenditure of 1 crore and odd 
out of a gross income of 16 crores and odd, ‘whereas Your Excellency’s 
Government gets only 6 crores and odd. With these preliminary remarks 
about the situation of the general revenue of the province I desire to pass 
on to some of the important items of our Budget, and before proceeding 
with my criticisms and suggestions | should like very shortly. to indicate 
some of the heads on which I bég to offer my respectful congratulations to 
the Government, i ¢ avin 
The most not#ble of these heads are certain items provided for’ educa- 
tion, for sanit: , for agriculture and for certain it6ms of miscellaneous and 
scientific departments. My Lord, these are expenditure which go towards 


the development of the people and they are’ of great importance:in nation-. 


building in the true sense of the word. bee 
As fogarde the contribution on the head of Education, I desira to point 
out that the provision of Rs. 27,67,000 in the place of: the actuals of 1916-17— 
Rs, 20,62,000 with regard to the expenditure for Government schools is a very 
Stespodable increase. ead my era, Hero ss ie. grant of Rs, 0.00 
on mere te ome 0 » Hon'ble friends have drawn the 
steno or this Couneil. : i a we a sane dam f 
_ ‘Phen about sanitatiag some of the notable items are set out ac page 24, 
sub-paragraphs 4 and One - about Reese for the Governmer it 
> ene 
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well.as: some agricultural loans to the suffering people of these parts of the 
district. The agtoemonit was that the monay was to be repaid after a year, and 
‘as misfortune would have it, there was a flood again in 1916 ; the poor rnatyats 
have hadsas yet no crops to reap sinee, 1916 and they are now in.a_ position 
worse than that they were in the days when gratuitous reliof and agricultural 
loans, were granted. to them. They havo approached Your Excellency’s 
Government with petitions. praying fora suspension of’ the realisation of 
theso loans and the matter is now under enquiry. I hope and trust, my 
Lord, that the question will receive favourable consideration at the hands 
of Your Excellency’s Government. I’ regret, however, to inform the 
Government and “this Council that while these petitions are pending 
enquiry some zealous gubordinate officials in the district are realising, by all 
means they can, from the suffering tonants the dues and some of these poor 
tenants had toself their homestead land to pay off this monoy. 


Lond, much, has, beensaid already about the edueational wants of this 
Province.and for adanger grant, on education... I think, I express the feelings 
‘of many, people interested in, education when I say that,a proportionately 
largor amount of money is spent, by the Department: of, Education on) inspec- 
tion. rather than on instruction, aud it. has been said,that there aro more 
grains in the stables than thero, are horses. tofeed, 

Phe want of industrial schools has also been felt. We want more money 
for education and: sanitation. That commercial. institutions are wanted. or 
that industrial educatiop should be given. an impetus will bea cry in the 
wilderness, Your Excellency, in closing the Budget last year, expressed a 
desire that some: means would be found for raising the money for: meeting 
these reguiremonts. lam afraid that the financial stress: through which we 
are passing ,at the present moment will unfortunately continue forseme 
years to come and it will not be possible for Government to meet the 
increasing demands of education and: sanitation and I’ venture to suggest that 
Government: may find’some means for ‘raising the money by: taxation even. to 
supply the funds for education and sanitation. Certainly, direct taxation is 
not very ‘welcome to the people, but the needs of sanitation aud: education 
are’ so great that I think our poople will readily submit to it so far as the 
Mahommedans are concerned. There has beon'a complaint from all sides 
that’ we want more ‘monoy for Mahommedan education and certainly we do, 
but, ny Lord,'we stand in this happy position that we try to get this money 
by taxing ourselves, My friend, the Hon'ble Maulvi-Fazl-ul-Hug, submitted 
a Bill, by whieh we wanted to tax the Mahommedan communities to provide 
funds for Maliommedan education. Unfortunately ‘for us the Government) of 
India have thought fit not to allow its: introduction, They are under the 
impression that no community should bo taxed simply because it professes a 
particular faith. Whatever may be our opinion with regard to this, I hope 
Your Exeellency’s Government will introduce some form of new taxation or 
allow some. no cial anembers to do it, because I personally think that the 
needs of sanitation and education are so pressing that fye cannot wait any 
further and money mus@be found for them whether w it by direct 
taxation or get it from the Government revenue, 

My Lord, more than two years back [ moved a resolution in this Council 
for tho establishment of a Government college in my native fown Burdwan 
which is ‘the only district where there is no model. school started and 
maintained by Government. ‘The then Director of Public Instruction, 
Mn. Hornell, very- gracefully accepted the resolution on behalf of Government 
and expressed. an opinion that a school was very hadly. needed for Burdwan. 
Since thon, a site bas been selected, but I regret find that although. we 
are spending large sums of money on different Shool, buildings and school 
Houses, still, there: isi absolutely no. provision made for this much-needed 
institution at Burdwan. 
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I have to repeat another complaint with reference. to the Education 
Department and it is that the number ‘of text books and the variety of 


subjects taught im the lower classes of our secondary schools and in the 


primary schoolé unnecessarily tax the memory and the brain of our. young 
lads, 


“My Lord, much has been said about the abnormally larger expenditure 
on the police, and I also feel it my duty to join the general chorus~ of 
complaint. We think that the police expenditure is disproportionate to its 
efficiency. A complaint has been raised by the Hon'ble Mr. Mackenzie that 
we have spent a good deal of time or wasted a good deal in discussing the 
Budget and in trying to decrease the police expenditure. My Lord, we, the 
non-official Indian members of this Council, occupy a véry enviable position— 
rightly or wrongly our constituents believe that we can do them a good deal 
of good which we unfortunately cannot. They expect too mich of us and 
wo feel that we would be shirking our duty and would-be called upon to 
explain our conduct if we do not, in this Council, ventilate the grievances 
of our countrymen and our constituents and place them for the considera- 


tion of Government and the Council. “When we do so, we are supposed ’ 


to bo hostile erities of Government and following the pin-prick policy 
which we certainly do not. From our place in this Council. we try to 
place the opinions which are held and fornred by. our poople and we do 
it with a sincere desire that the matter may receive due consideration. My. 
friend to my right (the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali) has said that if you 
introduce the proper sort of men to the police service, all the evils of the 
department will disappear. Unfortunately, 1 disagree with him on this, 
point. However much we may raise the pay of the. police officers. we cannot 
change the morale of the service or improve its efficiency unless and until we 
find that the people are taken into confidence and their opinion is respected. in 
the matter of the conduct and procedure adopted by the police. It is not 
reasonable, my Lord, to suppose that we, the Indian members are hostile to 
the police, that we do not want that law, order and peace should be preserved 
in the country, but I think we are more interested in the. preservation of 
peace, order and law than the administration itself. The administration 
wants the police to be efficient for the sake of the inhabitants and nothing 
else, and if the people are always looked upon with some amount, of distrust 
when they criticise the conduct of the police officers, Tam sure the police 
cannot be reformed or improved. It has been our unfortunate experience to 
observé that, whenever a complaint has heen made by. the public or a section 
of the public against the police or individual. officers. ofthe police, the 
superior officers of the. police-have always felt it necessary to su t their 
subordinates and try to defend them or to explain away their st That 
is the grievance which our countrymen feel on this point. 


My Lord, a reference has been made to the administration charges on 
account of the payfition of the districts of Mymensingh and Midnapore. The 
Hon'ble Mr. ga says that when a district ps become too large for 
administrative Purposes it is necessary that it should. be partitioned. 
Certainly. with regard to that point what myself and other Hon'ble Members 
in this Councjl.on this side mean is that this partition could have waited a 
year or two more as they have gono on so long. Well, speaking of Midnapore 
the Hon’ble Mr. Mackenzie stated that at an early date a district mot be 
formed with headquarters at Asansol. My Lord, as T belong to the district 
of Burdwan, I foel it my duty to protest against any proposal for partitioning 
Burdwan.  Unfortunatejy, Burdwan is a large district like Midnapore or 
Mymensingh. What thi} people of “Asansol really want is a Subordinate 
Judge's court and not an independent district altogether. Asansol kas a 
member of the Indian Civil Service as its Subdivisional Officer and it il bt 
cortainly improve its posKion simply if it gets a Civilian of standing of two ‘or 








Part IVA.] THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, APRIL ‘A, 1918, 709 














Discussion’ of the Budget. 
\ Babu Akhit Chandra Datta. 


more years to-rule over it. I hope and trust that {or the convenience of the 
princes of the mining industry and for the general public as well, efforts will 
be made to have a court-house there and locate a Subordinate Judgo as it will 
facilitato civil business and relieve their noeds. , 

My Lord, of late thore has been atendoney ou the part of adininistration 
to build residential quarters for high officials of Government. 1 think that is 
a move in the right direction, but T regret to find that the offices of Rural 
Sub-Registrars are now located sometimes in rented houses and sometimes in 
thatched houses of all sorts and it is not infrequent that ‘theft of documents 
and papers occur from these offices. T think that the building of offices for 
Sub-Registrars where they can keep valuable documents should have a 
priority over the building of residential quarters for officers of Government. 
T hope and trast, my Lord, that this matter will receive the attention of 
Government. #" 

With reference to the Department of Registration I observed sometime 
ago that a hope was held out to the ministerial staff of the Registration 
Dopartment that their pay and prospects would be considered, but that hope 
has not been fulfilled. They are‘as much hard-worked as other ministerial 
officers in Govetnment offices, and I see no reason why’ they should be ill-paid 
as they are at present. 7 

My Lord, sometime ago one of my predecessors in Council referred to the 
accominodation for the District Judge's. office in Burdwan. Since’ the floods 
in 1913, the record-roomg and the Distriet Judge's offices are in a miserable 
condition, Papers are kept in dark holes and the time has surely arrived 
when a suitable building should be constructed for the location of the office 
of the District Judge of Burdwan.” 

[At this stage the Hon'ble Member had to: conclude “hié remarks, ho 
having reached the time-limit.] 

The Hon'ble Banu Akron, Cuanpea Darra said — F 3 

“My Lord, thore are some paints in the Budget on which the Hon'ble the 
Finance Member may well be congratulated. But those who spoke before me 
had already dealt with those points. I do not propose, therefore, to take up 
Your Excellency’s time by going over the same grounds again. 

My Lord, last ycar I submitted and insisted that the Budget should be 
based on thefeelings and. wishes of the people. and that it should reflect the 
popular wants. But this counsel, of perfection was not acceptable to those 
whose proud privilege it was to frame the Budget of this great province. 

But robust optimism must be the guiding principle in politics and in spite 
‘of tho rebuff we received last year, we ventured to place the wishes of the 
people this year again for acceptance by the Government. We again pléaded 
for arresting the onward march of the steadily increasing police expenditure, 
we again insisted upion the suspension of the cost of partition of districts, we 
again pleaded for increasing grant in education, sanitation and other matters 
affecting the. well-beir of the people. On this occasi Iso our protests 
have shared almost. the samo fate, The persistent and insistent appeal of 
tho people conveyed in the numerous resolutions, moved at an earlier stage 
of the debate, ‘to make slight alterations in the Fi inancial Statement, has 
beon dismissed. I know that the Government in this country is not a 
responsible government—I know that the Government is not bound to consult 
the wishes of the people—the Government, I know, can ride roughshod over 
their feelings, if only they choose to do 80. 

But, my Lord, we are on the eve of a great Phange—great changes are 
coming, and great changes are bound to come. ‘e aro sure that the hope 
encouraged and built upon a Parliamentary declaration, will not be allowed, 
and cannot be allowed to remain unredeemed. 'Thp whole country is awaiting 
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with palpitating heart the scheme of | Mr, Montagu which ho is now 


elaborating in collaboration, withthe Vieeroys But; is there any, reason, .my 
Lord, why; pending the:introduetion of the reforms, the voice of the “people 
should be ignored? Responsible xgovernment has been ‘declared to be the 
goal of British rule in India, Quite apart-from, the question of the whole hog 
we can legitimately hope that there should bo a beginning made and the 
people’s voice shoiild be, respected, at least in matters of small details. It is * 
neither wise nor graceful that while the British Parliament and tho Secretary 
of State for India are seriously, discussing responsible government for India, 
the popular representatives should be looked upon as the fifth wheel to the 
coach in the matier of the Budget. #s 

My Lord, my complaint is that. the Budget under discussion is no; im- 
provement upon its predecessors in the matter of recognition of the foree of 
public opinion, Iam not msensible, my Lord, to the fact thatthe resolution 
of my Hon'ble friend, Mr. P. C. Mitte, has. been given effect to.’ Small as 
the coneession is, I am profoundly thankful to Your Excellency’s Govern- 
ment for this. But, I for one entertained .tho hope that after the solemn 
declaration of the 20th August, the Government would turn over a new leal, 
that they would bow down to the policy enuneiated thereia, and that tho 
Budget under discussion would he remarkable improvement upon the Budget 
of the last. year, and that, greater respect would be shown to the popular 
demand as formulated in the resolutions moved on the 14th March an the 
two succeeding days. But, my Lord,.allow moe to observe that. it his a. dis- 
appointment to me to find that the official benches have not budget from their _ 
usual attitude. It if a matter of profound regret to the: people that the 
declaration of the new policy have failéd to make any impression open the 
Budget. My Uord, as an elected representative of the people in the Council, 
it is my imperative duty to convey popular feelings to Your Excelloncy: 

Apart from the declaration of the new policy, Lam anxious, my Lord, 
to submit another aspect of the matter for Your. Excell y's consideration. 
1t must, be accepted as a fundamental principle of all. civilised Governments 
that the money disposed of bythe Budget belong in the last resort to the 
people, and the Government is a trustec of that money. The control ‘of the 
Goyernment over “the money should not be more than that of a trustee, and 
should be governed by all’ the recognised cannons of trust and guardianship. 
The Government: has no doubt tho logal right to dispose of tlic moneysin any 
way they like, the control of the Government is no doubt absolute. | But-the 
people feol that their interest should, after all, be the supreme consideration” 
in the disposal of the money. Whenever tho Budget. goes; against their 
Interest—at all events whenever the people feol that. it is going, against 
their interest—they raise. their protest in the Council. throagh. t oir 
representatives, and I respectfully but emphatically: submit. that thoir 
feelings and wishos are entitled to the greatest. consideration, . . 

_ There is another feature of to-day’s Budget debate:td-which I feel bound 
to invite Youn. Exoéllency's attention. It must: have oeeurred to Your 
Kixcelleney that jg@lay’s discussion is purely of an acaflemicabeharater, ‘Phe 
Budget is already final. No~ diseussion however. wise and: informed, no 
cuiticism. however sound and sensible, will lead to any changes in the Budwut, 
We are not permitted: to move any resolution in regard. to any complaint. we 
may have to make at. this s! We, of course, havo not the right to vote on 
the Budget. A friend of miné was telling me the -other: day that tho: final 

i debate is a splendid example of * Nishkam ” ineuleated in the 
Sires Gita, But I should not be misunderstood—F. have no -complaint— 






cannot have any complafnt, against. Your xceller tas the. 
teulaboncnayr in forea, Mut at the pe hg Tel sempaiod epee ; 
8 | 
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" 
































Disctission of the Budget. 
Maulvi Va2l-wl-Hag. 


Excellency to consider whether this is a profitable employment of time to 
have any discussion on the Budget after it has made final... Why should 
vi: blie time be wasted for nothing? The debate sometimes becomes 
actimonious, and: leads only to bitteruess of feeling without any -eountervail- 
ing advantage. My Lord, can ‘it be denied that such a procedure is calculated 
“inevitably to lead to discontent of a serious character? It is high time; m: 
Lord, that the rules on the subjéct should bo amended, in the: interest bot 
of the Government and the people. 
‘I should like on the present occasion to content myself with these general 
observations, As regards increase in police expenditure and other matters 
inst which I wanted to raise my voice of protest. I find that the Hon'ble 
embers who proceded me -have all forestalled me. I feel T cannot. profit- 
ably take up the-ime of the Council by a discussion of those matters. 


~The Hon'ble Mavivr Fazt-ut-Had said s— 


“ My Lord, to-day is the 4th of April, and-1 feol tempted to wish fhat. we 
had began the proceedings just three days earlier, so that these tinal discus- 
sions on the Budget might have taken. place on the Ist: of. April. This would 
hayo been quite in keeping . with: the comic ,absurdity of discussing a Budget 
already in operation, and would also have conveyed both to inembers of 
Council and the outside public.some idea of the real nature of the proceedings 
in which we are engaged to-day. The non-official members would. then have 
realised that in spending their eloquence on such items of expenditure as 
Police allotments (Heaven save the mark |), they are only taking part in one of 
these pleasant ceremonies which custom and tradition render appropriate for 
the celebration of that particular day in the year. Moreover, things would 
then have been seen in their true perspective, and while non-official members 
would hardly have been tempted to take the situation quite seriously, heads 
of departments: would also have easily realised that our eloquence can no 

- more eontrol the Government in its career of even reckless expenditure than 
the Ochterlony monument in the Caleutta matdan can wastrel "he traffic in 
Chowringhee. « Further, instead of leaving bitter memories behind. these 
Budget discussions» would have been looked upon. by -all- concerned as a 
pleasant and innocent: function well-fitted, io mark the close of the labours of 
all the members: of the Council. before the Government took their’ annual 
flight to the hills. i 

My Lord, years ago when T was a boy at school, I first learnt the mean- 
ing of the English “phrase ‘putting the cart before the horse.’ Little did 
T know that at somie period of my'life T would be destined to take some part 
in proceedings which seoms to be based on an attempt to translate the idea 
conveyed by the phrase into actual reality. Frankly speaking, I cannot 
conceive of a more glaring instance of the poliey of ring the cart before 
the horse’ than is afforded by these annual budget discussions in Council. 
‘This is so obvious and so well known to. every member of thigyCouncil, that I do 
not wish to take up Your®xcellency’s time by labouring thipeint, -but never- 
theless I will conn Oe forth the rules for our Budget discussions, so that. the 
public at large may beable to realise our position as it really is, The Provincial 
expenditure annually amousits to nearly 7 crores of rupees, and it is obvious 
that a much larger sum would be required to meet the legitimate demands of the 
Provincial Administration if all possible schemes of public utility and benefit 
were taken up in the interests of good and eficient administration. Naturally, 

‘rnment have fo consider the rie importance of all 










é various heads ¢ departments, and then 
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non-official opinion. Government: have wisely selected the latter course, but, 
unfortanately, the consideration takes place not before but after. the Govern- 
ment. have finally made up their mind and arrived at a practical unalterable 
decision. A glance at the rules relating to the Budget discussions will make 
this clear. The annual Budget is prepared in the form of what is. techni- 
cally. called ‘the Draft Financial Statement’, which is presented the. 
Council some time towards the end of February, although we aro privileged 
to make our first acquaintance with the document a -couple of days previous 
to its first introduction in Council, The. Draft Financial Statement is then 
provisionally revised: by the local Government in the light of instrac- 
tions . received from the Government of India, and the revised figures 
are presented to the Council’ under the name of ‘Phe Amended «Draft 
Financial Statement.’ Further alterations may be made b; overnment, and 
the revised financial statement is-then presented to the Couneil, embodying 
the proposals of the Government tegarding conteutplated expenditure. 
It is important.to reatise that the figares in the revised financial statement 
are practically unalterable, and represent the ‘final decisions of the Govern- 
ment on the various items of expenditure. It is at this stage, when the 
Budget has assumed an almost immutable’shape, that we are asked to make 
our suggestions by moying resolutions in Council. And heroin lies the true 
humour of the situation. Resolution after resélution is brought forward by 
non-official members embodying their suggestions, but it is a mattor of common 
knowledge that Government try to meet almost every suggestion with an 
uncompromising negative. And the reason is obvious. If we suggest that 
money should be spont: on a particular itemof expenditure not-provided for 
in the Budget, wo have to indicate the source from which the requisite 
‘money can be drawn. In other words, we have to-suggest that the expendi- 
ture or some of the allotments might be reduced or stopped, “but all- such 
suggestions are generally met by Government with the reply that the allot- 
ment in question relates to some work: of absolute urgency, which may have 
been alréady begunor is otherwise indispensable. It is true that we have 
the power of dividing the House.on any question raised by our resolutions, 
butat is well known:that, owing to reasons which need not be discussed here, 
the non-official members can seldom carry the House against. the wishes: of 
Government. Although, therefore, Government consult public opinion, they 
do so at-a stage when‘consultation is meaningless or unnecessary. It would 
be obviously more consonant’ with commonsense if the- consultation took 
place bofore matters wore finally. decided, rather than after the decisions’ had 
been arrived at, Under present conditions non-olficial members may take it” 
as an insult to:bo invited to discuss a Budget already accepted, or to ofier 
suggestions ata stage when suggestions are utterly meaningless. _ If, however, 
* no such insult’ is’ meant, the whole procedure. is a glaring and practical 
illustration of the polioy of * putting the cart before the horse. 
~ ‘My Lord, one necessary rosult’of this policy of “ ing the cart before 
the horse ’ has byen the-utter futility of the efforts of non-official members in 
putting a brake 6h an item of expenditure which is Sondemned by all shades 
of public opinion in this country. T mean’ the allotments under ‘the head 
: the Police Department.” Let us consider for a moment ‘tho following 
gures :— ; ; 3 baa ti pagh td 
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_| Making every‘allowance for the importance of the.department, it can 
hardly be: regarded as.a matter of.surprise that the public at large; look upon 
- this expenditure as extravagant. We all agree that a large expenditure. is 
‘mecessary to raise the pay of the rank and file in the department in order to 
open up a eareer which would attract a much better class of men than are 

+ mow disposed to join the force. ) But we do not admit that the abuses pre- 

-valent-in the department would ‘be removed by spending lakhs of rupees. in 

providing costly buildings for the men and officers of the department. Ororos 

have been spent since tho Indian Police Commission submitted its proposals, 
for police reform; butthe ‘major portion of this money has been taken up 

-in-building costly houses for the residence of constables and head-constables, 
or eréeting polico-dtation buildings at enormous costs, creating highly paid 
-posts for Hurapgan officers in tlie higher ranks of the police, purchasing steam- 

launches and“other miscellaneous items, which. have no more ‘to do with the 

veform of abuses than the Howrah Bridge has with the sale of opium or ganja 
in the'eountry. The Indian Pelice Commission summed up the’ situation in 

‘the following weighty words :— 


“Everywherd’ the demand of onlightened opinion is for the reform of 
tho station house ‘officer. He must be more intelligent, more rospectable, 
better trained and better supervised. ‘This is the most urgent need of the 
police... . . . » One cause of the unsatisfactory work of the 
police is the inadequate supervision exercised over them.” : 


‘With these observations every sensible man must be in perfect agree- 
ment, and if the huge expenditure on the department had been meant to 
earry out these objects, mainly if not solely, there could have been no 
reasonable cause for any comment or complaint. An efficient and well- 
organised ‘police isas much a blessing as a corrupt and inefficient police is a 
eurse, But one looks'in vain through the Budget allotments, bristling with 
profuse expenditure-on almost every conceivable item of comfort and Inxury, 
for adequate provision for a-scheme of woll-ordered supervision of the work 
of investigating officers. It is well: known that the Commission recommended 
the creation of the:class of officers known as Deputy Superintendents, as well 
to impart a healthier tone to the Indian element in the service as to ‘secure a 

-¢lose supervision of the work. of investigating officers, by the members of a 
provincial:service, whose superior status would. be a suflicient. guarantee of 
their honesty; probity aad freedom from corruption. Thero ean be no doubt 
that if these Deputy Superintendents had been utilized for the purpose of the 


supervision of the work of their subordinates, corrupt practices amongst 
investigating officers would have gradually diminished,.cven if they. did not 
actually disappear. But it is well known that the number of Deputy Suporin- 
tendents is not large enough to supply the requisite proportion of officers. for 
carrying on the work of supervision, and even amongst: those that oxist, 
very few are employed on work which ought to have been made the principal 
part of their duty. It_ is. notorious that uty Superintendents at the head- 
quarters of districts age > generally employed on office we and are no.better 
than glorified clerks or superintendents. ‘The supervision of the work 
_ of investigating officers is, therefore, as unsatisfactory as ever. “The European 
Assistant Superintendents are practically useless for purposes of ‘supervision, 
in consequence of their ignorance of the vernacular of the country, and the 
absence of a free: and unrestricted social intercourse bet ween them and the 
oral public. The Superintendents and Additional Superintendents have 
their steam-launehes ai rest cars at the expense of the public money, but 
their vision is also no better than those o} other European officers. 
While ‘tees! ‘conditions exist, Government seek#to reform the police and 
remove abuses by building palaces to be used as station-houses, and gorgeous 
residential quarters for the rank and file of the pglice force. Public money 
could hardly have been mote’ wasted and more ill-fpont, and it is against this 
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policy of pampering the members’ hilt force, already’ spoilt. by undue indul- 
gence, that the public have hitherto been raising a persistent though. 
ineLectual protest. ° ET NCO ediortan 


w ok 2 mb Sane tk “ 
_ My, Lord, the friends of the Police are apt to maintain that the moral 
tone of the service has now been considerably raised ‘and matters are 
gradually improving so as to render abuses less frequent than before. It is 
true that there has been a slight improvement as compared with the state 
of things before the Commission, but the improvement is mainly due tothe . 
spread of» education amongst the masses, which has taugh' “people the 
inesteemable lessons of manliness and sélf-reliance, and. rendering them 
better able to resist oppressions than before. The abuses that exist 
are appalling enough, and are still a discredit to the Gove: it, and inyelve 
great injury to the people of the country, If these abuses are To be removed, 
the root causes for such abuses. must not be allowed to exist, and remedies 
tire to be applied which are appropriate to the disease. It is no use building 
houses, or providing policemen with a splendid uniform, while the investi. 
gating officers continue to be recruited from.aclass who do not hesitate to enter 
service in the expectation of making substantial additions to their salary by 
preying upon the general public. It is no use dividing the province into 
» police ranges and creating numerous Deputy Inspectors-General, while the 
work of supervision of anvostigating officers remains as unsatisfactory as 
ever, ‘The Superintendents of Police must learn the language of the country 
and try to exercise a closer control over the work of actual investigations 





than they do at present. ‘The ignorance of the yernacular,’ said the 
Commission, ‘and want of toueh with the peojle generally are the most 
serious defect amongst Superintendents. ‘These officers aro-also too often 
inclined to support their subordinates in an unreasonable manner and to 
receive complaints or strictures’ on police work in a hostile. spirit.’ This 
criticism holds good to-day as it didin the days of the Commission. ‘The 
same remarks apply in a greater degroe to the Assistant Superintendents 
and the European Additional Superintendents: of Police. Steps should be 
taken to remedy these defects, uot by building palatial’ houses or purchasing 
steam-launches, but by insisting on Police Superintendents. taking a 
livelier interest in their work than. they do at the present day. The Deputy 
Superintendents. of Police should be. utilised in closely supervising the work 
of thoir, subordinates on the spot, and not by being made to lighten ‘the ~ 
routine work of the Superintendents of Police by. signing rs of the Police 
office, Above all, suggestions * and. criticisms shou! be — wolcomed 
and duly considered, instead of being resented at or received in.a hostile 
pitie The ressions committed by the Police during the investigations 
what are known as tho Aat-lovting vases are perhaps unparalleled. in 
the history of abuses in any civilized country. ‘The mattor turned to. be 
Fob ee eons ai it was the ane pt whore to have at once started 
horough and searching enquiries int allegations, and taken such steps as 
would have stified hy the results of inquiries This was not dono, 
and winen [ *somahen Coal pop iri 
suggestion was. not ac ernment, when, lator 
plained that-my resolution had been unjustly. i Sir Hen: 
rose to say-that-Goverrment bad maa angestiaaiiotnal Dek i 
‘Tho attitude of Government towards my resolution an v 
Henry Wheeler gave the publi¢ an incorreet 
that Government even moved their little 
Hines or- bring: their} ressors. to 
istrict Magistrate made\my enquiries was at 
not under orders of Government, but because my ‘ v 
Abul Kagem’ and. mysolfy went ‘over to: Noakhali. and insisted on, the 
enquiries being made. It 1) noteworthy:that even at Noakhalithe rate 
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at: first refused 40 belive inithé complaints made ‘against «the Police, and 


only:yielded because we would:takemo denial. ‘ 

‘The result of the Noakhali enquiries has shown that the complaints were 
well-founded. If proper enquiries had beon made elsewhere, ‘these, pets of 
Government (who are ny better pests. to the public) would have been shewn 
jn their true colours elsewhere glso. Government should haye been ashamed 
of haying backed: up the disreputable members of a force already proved to 
bo dishonest and corrupt. Instead of that, they try: to vindicate their position 
by. taking credit for a course of poudac, which at first they ‘refused to adopt 
and which, was practically thrust uponthem by my friend Mr. Abul Kasem 
and myself, This is hardly the way to reform the Polive, and hardly the way 
to win popular sympathy. an ie " 

My Lord, Iam sorry that the time at my disposal has almost come-toan’ 
end, but I cannot resume my. seat without referring to. the reprehensible 
neglectiwith which the claims ‘of-Muhammadan. education haye, been treated in 
the framing of the Budget. Thie_proposal for tho; establishment, of . Muham- 
madan Arts College appears. to be practically shelved, and, there. is hardly, ; 
any provision for building hostels for Muhammadan. students either in Calcutta’ 
or in the mufassal. Only the other, day. the: Director of Public, Instruction 
remarked, that the needs of the community. in the. mattor of,,hostels for, 
Muhammadan students in Calotita do nof exist, qnd he ventured, to state» ina 
spirit: of puis and seli-satisfaction that the Goverment can claim to have 
done their duties towards, Muhammadan. students in this matter. I reserve 
for afature occasion what I haye got to say in reply to the claim thus put 
forward on behalf of Government, and I content inigeolt at the present moment 


by saying that I challénge the aceuraey of the statement of my friend the 
Director of Public Instruction, when he says that tho Muhammadan students 
in Caleutta have. been. duly provided. with accommodations in recognised 
méssos and hostels. 1 would only point out to him the accommodation which 
exist for hae law students in Calcutta. Most of them at present 
live at No. 2, apur Street, and I wonder if the. Director of. Public Instrue= 
tion has over visited this building and seen for himself How tho law students 
pass their days there. » He cpa not then have failed to notice, casting his 
eyes on the other side of the tank at the Hardinge Hostel, how the munificence 
of a Hindu nobleman hasbeen liberally supplemented by generous contri= 

utions from, University, Funds and Provincial Revenues for the. benefit, of 

indy, students 5 while, right on the other side of the tank, the disgraceful’ 
pigeon-holes of No. 2, Mirzapur Street (whore Mussulman graduates congre- 
gate for shelter during thoir law-studies in this eity) bear oloquent testimony 
to the poyerty. of the communit and the negléct with which the authorities 
treat the ‘interests of Muhammadan students in Calcutta.” 


ed t 





The Hon'ble De. Nuatan Sarkar said — 

» My Lord, the total sum provided for the engineering education of all’ 
grades’ is’ Rs.''3,24,000, and the total amount provided foyocational educa- 
tion: of ‘different sorts, such “as agriculture, commerce, technology, ete., is 
Rs. °1504,500: » So, altogether, there is a total of Rs. 4,28,500 provided for 
engineering and industrial edueation—a sum about 4 per cent. ofthe total 

_ expenditure on education. ~ We are passing through critical times in regard 
to industry, We cannot afford to wait in a state of unproparedness at the 
prosent moment » 8 are taking place in. the. world, not only 

i in the isphore. of industries. . It. is time that 
weshould mond imatters, Weare in a helpless ane Be yparedness, and 

of, uttor i 






cathe Pease) 5 a » a amo i hy find. that 
Government (offers us. help only-to this extent ;. tha “is, by spendinga, sum 
of Rs. +4,28,500 on engineering and industrial ed icnal development in, 
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Bengal. I know an additionalsum “of Rs. 1,50,000 has been provided for 
some item in this Budget ; but a much larger sum is neoded for industrial 
education, Inthe near future we must try to divert the channel of education 
from the ordinary routes of law and literature to the channels of technical and 
industrial education like agriculture, technology and commerce, so that our 
young men may assert themselves in life as the competition of other people 
in the world. One by oné all our markets are being occupied by foreigners. 
It is time that we should try to develop our own resources. Bengal has got 
an unlimited supply of raw materials. ‘There is also capital in the land 
and intellect too. I believe, under proper guidance and prope: instruction, 
Bengalis will be able to hold their own against any other scons in the field 
of industries, The first steps towards such an end would be to organise 
engineering education and the vocational education in different branches in 
all standards, wai 

My Lord, I deeply appreciate the ineroase of grant to medical schools on 
account of the increase of students from Rs-1,30,000 to Rs. 1,48,000. “Having 
regard to the condition of Bengal this extension of medical education is one 
of the most important questions. The -urgency of this question increases 
every day. I hope Government will try to solve this diffi¢ult question either 
by starting additional medical schools or- by subsidising privately-started 
medical schools. But whatever may be'the method, the question cannot be 
put off for a much longer tim® %. 

In. this connection, I may draw: the attention of the Government to the 
question of, medical education of femalé studenté. The class for female 
stndents was started in 1884, but recently, after 30 years of its existence, it 
has. been practically closed. _New admissions have. been refused on one 
ground or another, Whatever may be the reason. of closing the class, 
adequate provision should be made for medical education of women in Bengal. 
The question has been raised that, the students. who applied for admission 
did not possess the requisite qualifications. No wonder, when Government 
spends only Rs. 51,000 on collegiate education of women and when only 
Rs. 3,30,000 or about one-thirtieth of the sum spent on education is budgetied 
for female education. What is wanted is more money, more attention, and, 
if T may be permitted to observe, more sympathy. 'Thero is no reason why 
fomalo candidates in Calcutta should be refused admission into the Oaleutta 
Medical College and advised to go to Delhi. Delhi may have. one or more 
medical colleges for women but the noeds of Caleutta are quite different.© 
There is no reason why our daughters and sisters should be compelled to 
reside in Delhi for five years in cree to have a medical education when there 
are at least two Government medical Institutions in Caleutta. What I would 
urge is this: that provision should be made for the ‘education of female 
medical students in Caleutta either in the Medical College or in any other 
institution. “ As regards Delhi the matter should be left to their choice, : 

Tam deeply grateful for the increased sanitary grant from about four 
lakhs of rupees to eleven,and-a-half lakhs of rupees, I am also grateful 
for tho recent mggstres that have been ad ig connection with the 
sanitary improvement of certain parts. of Bengal. We hope that, with the 
help of our energetic Sanitary Commissioner, we shall be ablo to make 
steady improvement in sanitation.” ue 


‘The Hon'ble Mr. Cumaina said :— 


“My Lord, it now devolves upon me to offer tothe Council some remarks 
on the subjects which, for administrative purposes, are placed under the 
Depanensats of Revenud and Public Works ; and in doing so, I shall 
endeavour to make such¥emarks as short as possible, not wi standing the 
temptation to follow some members who strayed beyond the limits of the 
present’ = ik 
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Under the head of Revenue, I propose to deal with the subjects of 
Settlement Operations, Agriculture and Forests.. The Hon'ble Kumar Shib 
Shekhareswar Roy has repeated the arguments which he previously made 
against. the continuance during war time of settlement operations, As the 
expenditure is wholly Imperial, it is doubtful whether the Hon'ble Member 
is strictly.in order in discussing the subject in a debate on provincial expendi- 

* ture. Howeyer,. the matter has been discussed before; in 1915 the Hon'ble 
Mr. Beatson Bell gave a convincing reply to similar arguments ; and.on the 
present occasion I hayo really nothing more to add beyond saying that it is 
hardly correct to argue that no modifications have been made during war 
time. On the contrary, the’normal programme for four survey and four 
settlement parties has been rediced to a programme sufficient for three 
survey and three settlement parties. Then, again, the estimate of Rs. 22 
lakhs, to which the Hon'ble Member takes exception, has been cut 
down from the original estimate of Rs. 29 lakhs; and the proposed 
recoveries of Rs, 18 lakhs have been cut down from an earlier estimate of 
no less than 26 lakhs. It is rather late in the day to diseuss whether 
district. settlement operations are useless or unnecessary, as he urges. The 
_battle on this question was fought outno less than a quarter of a century 
ago., Moreover, the payments made towards settlement costs are for value 
received in the shape of the copies of the records and of the maps which are 
furnished to the parties concerned. 5 

Under the head of Agrioulttire,” I have pleasure in thanking the 
Hon'ble Raja Hrishi Kesh Laha and the Hon’blo Mr. Provash Chunder 
Mitter for their appreciation of the progress made in the distribution” of 
paddy seed and jute seed, and also in connection with the extension of 
cinchona cultiyation. The Hon'ble Mr. Mitter made a request that a further 
enquiry in connection with such extension should be made. I am happy to 
inform him that at the present moment there is a very competent officer on 
special duty for this: very object. s 

Then, under the head of Forests, the Hon'ble ‘Mr. Mitter made another, 
suggestion that with proper organisation the forest revenues ought to be 
considerably increased. This opens up a very wide subject of discussion 
as to the development of our commercial properties, with which it is not 
possible to deal adequately on the present occasion. It is true, however, 
that Forests form one of the few really satisfactory among the naturally 
%expanding sources of revenue in this province. In this connection I should 
like to mention that the late Revenue Member of the Government of India, 
Sir Robert Carlyle, publicly stated in London about a year ago that there was 

ractically no limit to the development of this source of’ revenue, namely, 
Fopeate ; but, he said, forests required a bold outlay of expenditure, not only 
expenditure on personnel, but also capital expenditure on mechanical 
ncies, on communications in the opening out of roads, and in the 
_distribution_of tho produce, “ aa 

{now turn to the .other main head of Publie Hors, under which 1 
propose to deal with ho subject of Inrigation. In cofection with this’ 
subject, 1 desire to thank the Hon’ble Mr. Mackenzie and the Hon'ble Maulvi 
Abul Kasem for their appreciation of the work of certain officers of the 
Public Works Department. The Hon'ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali and the 
Hon'ble Mr. kenzie allude, in particular, to the Chaktai khal in Chitta- 
gong. With Mr. Mackenzie’s viows, if they refer to the main arteries of 
communication, Government are, of course, in full accord ; but I do not think 
that this particular ‘hal, for the improvement of which a request has been 
made, is one which can strictly be called a navigablf channel in the ordinary 
sense; ‘ 

‘The Hon’ble Mr. Mackenzie has suggested the formation of a Water- 
ways Trust somewhat. on tha lines of the Calcutta Trust: the formation 


‘i . 
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of-sueh’a‘special! Waterways Department or ‘Trust to deal with waterways has 

not been overlooked by Government, but'in the ‘opinion. of many qualified to 
judge, its materialisation is associated with the completion of the Grand 
‘Trunk Canal’ project. I find, moreover; in tho literature on the subject a 
considerable amount’ of vagueness'as*to the preciso lines on which» such a. 
Trust is to be formed in Bengal; as to how it is vo be financed ; and-asito 
howit is to be administered:s I would welcome any dofinite constructive ° 
suggestions on these points. Ge 0 hh ea 

As regards the Grand Trunk Canal_ project, I can say, on behalf of 
Government, that it is not the intention of Government to pigeonhole it. The 
consideration of its numerous problems has continued to occupy the attention 
of responsiblo officers during the past year, The opinions of public bodies - 
concerned have beon obtained and aro being considered in detail. 5 

The Hon'ble Mr. Mackenzio has also, drawn attention fo a coftain 
channel on the.duter boat route through the Sunderbans, namely, the Doagra 
channel, regarding which it is urged that its. deterioration is probable, if not 
certain. I am able to inform the Council that in the present year a sum of 
half-a lakh of rupees has been set aside to make a new cut in that vicinity, 
by which it may not be necessary for steamers to.use this channel at all ti 
the near future, : s 

Under the head of Irrigation the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur of Murshida~ 
bad has stated. that the improvement of the Bhagirathi finds no place in the . 
estimates. Iam sure the Ceuncil realise that the flow of the Bhagirathi 

* through the Murshidabad district must depend entirely on the position of 
the main stream of the Ganges; and if the Ganges refuses to come down 
the Bhagirathi, it is humanly impossible to foree it to do so, All that human 
agency ean effect in this matter is to render conditions in the Bhagirathi 
suitable for inducing a flow from the Ganges down its bed, when the main 
channel of the big river has reverted to its most southernly position, At the 
present moment, I am sorry to say, the Ganges main stream has eut off the 
head of the Nadiarivers, — ~ 

These, Sir, are; all the remarks I desire tomake on the several points 
that have been raised in the course of the debate to-day ; but there are some 
other points to which the attention of Government has. been drawn by 
Hon'ble Members. These have been noted, and Hon'ble. Members may, rest 
assured that thoir considoration will not be overlooked.” : ‘ 
The Hon'ble Sir 8. P. Sinwa said:— * ; 

_“ My Lord, it-devolves upon’ me to deal to’ with such criticisms as have 
fallen from Hon'ble Members with regard to the Departments of Education and 
Sanitation which ate in my’charge’and I think the surest way in which T can 
deal with them is to take first the general criticism, with tegard ‘to education 
and sanitation ; thén deal’ with such specific matters to which attention has 
been drawn by individual Members, and, thirdly, to deat with some matters 
which, though: ‘not xeferred to spevifically, are referred to more or-léss in gene- 
ral terms, and J aif classifying the subjects undor these three heads: 

MY Lord, two charges that have beon repeated by several Members with 
regard to education and sanitation aro that im the Revised Estimates we ~ 
have shown savings which actually mean loss; that is fo say, the monies ~ 
allotted, which ought to have been spent, have’ not been spent with regard | 
to such important matters as education and sanitation But I think T 
shall be able to satisfy the Council without much trouble that it proceeds 
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the Budgets for 1917-18 and 1918-19. The expenditure in 1912-13’ was 
73 lakhs and odd ; next year it was 81 lakhs that is, nearly®8 lakhs 
increase. Next yoar, that is: the year before the war, it ;was 92. lakhs 
or an increase of 11 lakhs; then ay) reason of the war there was.a drop in 
1915-16, and we came down to 84 lakhs or very nearly 85 lakhs, that’ is, 
7 lakhs loss than the previous year; then there was a further drop in 1916-17 
to 76 lakhs for the same reason, namely, that we are not allowed to spend 
except for urgent and productive purposes ; but it will be noticed that in 
1917-18, it went up to 98 lakhs, exceeding the educational grant for any 
previous’ year. ‘I'he Budget for 1918-19. is 103 lakhs. Therefore, it will 
be.segn that, so far from education not being given its proper share of the 
public revenues, the money allotted to education has been increased by— 
T won't say leaps’and bounds, but very substantial amounts during all. this 
timasand notwithstanding the war ; I think that is a point. which is clear 
from this statement. a + 

‘Thore is another general edmplaint about the allottments not having 
beon spent, and that arises with regard to the year 1917-18. Although for 
that year, the original figures were 93,13,000, in the Revised Budget estimates 
they were reduced to 81,14,000 from whicli Members conclude that 17 lakhs, 
which were at our disposal, and which ought to have been spent, had not 
been spent. I say that is due to a misconception ; first of all, it is not correct 
tosay that the 17 lakhs have not been spent. The figures represent the 
actuals for the first 9 or 210 months of the year and the estimates for the 
remaining two orethree months. These estimates are based on the expendi- 
ture of the previous 9 or 10 months and do not take into account the fact 
that the expenditure during the last two. or three mogths, so far as the 
average is concerned, is. very much larger than during the previous 8 or 
9 months: Therefore, it is hot correct to assume that 17 lakhs remain 
unspent ; actually, a great deal of that has been spent. But it is correct 
that some portion has not been spent and for the following reasons. This 
sum of 98 lakhs includes the 9 lakhs grant from the Imperial Government. 
Wesent up a scheme to the Government ‘of Indiafor the expenditure of this 
9 lakhs and the items are as follows. (Council will pardon my going into 
these details at a little length because a greater part of the chargos is levelled 
against us with regard to this unspent balance or savings therefrom). Now 
hose 9 lakhs consisted of 11 items :— 














Rs. 
(1) Cost of improving Government high schools -... . 3,00,000 
Cost af improving Government middle English schools 6,120 
* 3) Aid for Municipal high schools +. ‘as 12,072 
A) rants A: ‘aided and unaided high and middle Engli 119,382 
schoo! 
(5) Grant of local allowance to “Assistant Headmaster of 5 ver- 1,200 
nacular training schools, 


~ (6) Honoraria of the teaching staff of three high schools for 1,850 
work.in connection with the Dacca Training College. 
@ Enhancement Ke teachers of feat ry schools @.. 1,94,000 
(8) See: of pay of teachers in girls’ primary 35,560 
/ schools. . » 
(9) Grant tothe Midnapur District Board for an increase of — 15,000 
3 ~ the allowance of teachers of primary schools. . 
(10) Jmanguration of the scheme for the training of terchers in. 1,05,440 
_ boys’ primary schools. “ 
q@y Bi nd of buildings for training schools for primary 50,000 


~All these items make by 9 lakhs of rupees It was not until October 
-1917 that the Government of India sancti spending about 24 lakhs 
only out of these 9 lakhs, and with regard to the rest they told us that those: * 
‘items formed part of larger schemes which reqgired the sanction of the 
Secretary of State and we Were not, therefore, allfwed to'spend them. So, it 

pee not correct to say that having the money at ourglisposal we have kept it in 
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oucash box and.not spent it for the purpose of education. We liave got a 
promis@“f 9 lakhs, and we are allowed to spond 24 lakhs ; with to the 


remainder, we are told that we must wait for the sanction of the jeeretary of 
State for larger schemes. That disposes of the 64 lakhs, out of the 17 lakhs 
which was suppossd not to have been spent. But 

Then there is another.sum_ of Rs. 8;35,000, which also appears, as the 
Hon'ble Dr. Sarbadhikari has pointed out, as unspent out the balance for 
hostels, ete. A good deal of it has been spent and all the bills have not come 
in yet and until they come in we cannot say how much has been spent out of 
it probably, 2 lakhs will go from that Thero will remain 2} lakhs and 
that is due to the fact that the scheme which was expected to cost 134 lakhs 
will cost about 12 or 124 lakhs. Similarly, there are monies which appear in 
our Budget as savings not because we have not spent thei ut because they - 
have been spent through the Publie Works Department, so that: the-wholw of 
this 17 lakhs which we are charged with not spending though at-our disposal 
are-not spent eithér because we are not allowed to spoud them or because they 
wore spent through the Public Works Department, or because the bills for 
the actual expenditure have not yet come in, thotgh they will come in later. 
Therefore, the Council should be disabused, of any impression they might 
be under that the money at the disposal of or in .the pa of Government 
and available for the purpose of education were not spent for that purpose. 

I think the same can be said with regard to the supposed saving of 1 
lakhs in the matter of sanitation ; that is not a saving at all, because lth 
it does not appear in our account, it appears in the &ecount of ihe Public 
Works Department, as having been mado over to the Publie Works Depart- 
ment for the construction of sanitary works. Thorefore, both with regarél to 
education and sanitation, the Government@have been spending more and 
more ; and some Hon'ble’Members have, I am glad to say, congratulated the 
Government on the increasod expenditure on sanitation which has risen from 
Tess than 4 lakhs to 11% lakhs in the prosent Budget. , 

These, I think, are the general complaints which were made with 
regard to maiters of education and sanitation, and I now propose to deal with 
the specific complaints or recommendations which have been made by 
individual members in the matter of education. 


The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur charges us wit’ 
not having come to the rescue or succour of the Mahakali Pathsala in 
Calcutta, which he says, is likely to bo financially ruined for want of such 
help. I think the charge is unfounded. Mr. Hornell, on the last occasion, 
promised ‘that, if the Mabakali. Pathsala authorities would apply to “the - 
Government for such help as they wanted in the matter of their building 
fund or anything else, that would receive the consideration of Government ; 
and Council knows that that meant that the Mahakali Pathsala would have 
to satisfy the Education Department that. they had complied with the rules 
which were made by that Department for the p ing grants-in- 
aid to schools. hey would have to show certain amount of efficiency ; and 
they would have to satisfy the Education Department in every way as to 
the necessity for the money, They never applied, presumably, because they. 
did not expect to be able to satisfy the authorities as regards either the 
efliciency or the necessity. I venture to think that on ‘these’ facts the 
Council will see that the Government haye not anduly withheld help from 
a deserving institution for femalo education, .. ai 

‘Lhe Hon'ble Rajag Hrishikesh Laha has recommended for assistance 
the. Polytechnic Tastitutfon, over which Captain Petavel prosides. and which 
is assisted by the Hon'ble Maharaja of | simbazar. With. r 
glee, Eman aay piesie arta 8 under consideration of the Di 

: ic Instruction ; anX, provided he i satisfied as to tho necessity 
_ efficiency of the school, I HY id wil 
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The Chittagong College and Hostel have been mentioned by the 
Hon'ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali. As regards that, I may state that; so far as 
» the collegé authorities are concerned, there has’ not_been, to my. knowledge 
~any speebie for any increased grants ; but the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion hopes personally to visit the Chittagong College and to find out what 
is necessary. And the Hon'ble Member may be sure that if it is found 
necessary t@ increase tho college or hostel accommodation, steps will be 
taken to-supply-the want. 

‘The Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray has mentioned that. with 
regard to the Sibpur College there is a Want of accommédation which 
prevents students applying for admission from getting admittance. Well as 
regards that, [ave made enquiries, since : by his courtesy, I got a copy of his 
speech, fromthe Principal ; and I find that though there have ‘been more 
applicants than admissions, there has beon no rejection so far on the ground 

want of accommodation, and it is only on the ground of fitness that 
students have been rejected. I can assure the Hon’ble Member, however, 
that if, in fact, there is such a demand for engineering education and the 
accommodation in the Sibpur College is not sufficient to take in all these 
students, steps will be taken as early as possible to remedy such defect. 

With regard to the Plon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem’s request for the 

ed Burdwan School, [ am sorry he did not send in any information to 
me with regard to this matter, or I should haye made enquiries. Neither 
Mr. Wordsworth, the Director of Public Instruetion, nor I have been able to 
find out anything about tho proposed school, but I shall certainly look into 
this and see if anything can be done in the matter. 

Now I come to the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal’s criticisms 
with regard to various matters. Taking the Hastings House School, 
T may tell the Hon'ble Member that the whole question of the 
organisation of the Hastings House School~ is under consideration. 
The object never was, 80 far as that school was concerned, that it should 
be merely a school for the sons of wealthy, citizens. No doubt, the fees 
are high, but if you want a particular kind “of education and a. particular 

i of accommodation, you have got to pay for them, ‘That, again, 
is a matter which has to be considered with reference to the necessity 
g of the le and how far they are able to pay for it. 1 personally 
think that the fee has been fixed probably a little too high and that if the 
school is to be made much more available- forthe general community, the 
fee will have to be reduced. But, as I have said, the whole matter is under 
consideration, and J trust that a scheme will be evolved which will make 
the school very much more useful. 1 may tell the Hon’ble Member that, 
so far from its being the intention that the poor should pay for the rich, 
the promoters of that school proposed that they should guarantee the 
expenses of the school—the whole of it if necessiry—provided the control 
of the school was myde over to them, but the Governmpnt did not agree to 
such a proposal. Thore is not likely to be any such Toss, as my friend 
Be “apprehends, because the number of students at Hastings House 
‘ool now 18 certainly not. much less than the school can accommodate 
there is only accommodation for 40 boys and there is about that number in 
the school, ~ 8 7 ee 

There are two other matters which the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan 
Pal Bahadur mentions : firstly, the question of. pri “schools in Calcutta ; 
and secondly, ‘it is not germane to this partfpular point,—the. question 
of the inclusion of rah in the operations of th@lmprovement Trust. * 
Reh axnahade th question of primary education in Caleutta, 1 think the 
Hon'ble Member probably forgot for the moment ag to how the matter stands. 
‘The Calcutta Corporation, when asked as to whg they were prepared to do 
topromote the educational organisation of Calfutta, said thar they could 


? eo, 










pe PH CALOUUTA GARHTNE, APRIL |, 1818, (PAen TVA 























Discussion of the Budget. 
not take the responsibility for the provision and miaintenance of schools ; but 


they would consider the possibility of undertaking a larger expenditure 
than they now incurred if there was a proper scheme made out for Calcutta 





Dunn were put on deputation and it is only two days that. Mr, Dunn's 
final report reached the hands of the Director of Public’ Instruction suggest- 
ing what the educational needs of the different. parts of Calcutta are and 
how they can be met. Now, it is from the nature of things impossible» that 
Government can deal with that report or have any communication with the 
Corporation of Calcutta within the short time. that has’ elapsed since the 
report has been in our hands—it was not possible to do anything within these 
two days. But, as soon. as possible, that report will be dealt »with aud the 
matter’ will be discussed. with the Corporation of Calcutias and [trust 
that before long we shall be able to give effect, at rate, to some portions 
of this report which certainly discloses a very undesirable state of things 
in Caleutta. # # ia f c 
Taking the other criticism about the Calcutta Improvement Trivst 
taking up Howrah, here again probably the Hon'ble Member is not aware of 
all that has passed between the Government on the one hand and the Munici- 
pality of Howrah and the Improvement ‘Trust. on the other. . The Hon'ble 
Momber suggests that the Improvement ‘Trust should not. take in hand®the 
improvement: of Howrah. The Howrah Municipality, on the other hand 


. suggests. that the Caleutta Improvement Trust, should do so. \ In considering 


this matter the Government was advised that as the law stood the Caleuita 
Improvement Trust could not take up the matter in hand without ah amend- 
ment of the law; and before undertaking any legislation for that, purpose the 
Government asked not very long ago the Improvement Trust, to inform-them 
as to whether they would be prepared to take up tlie work of fmprovement in 
Howrah if the law was amended and as to’ what provision, financial or other- 
wike, should be made forthat purpose. All these are matters which have been 
actively engagiig the attention of Government and are at the present moment 
the subject mattor of correspondence between them and the Improyement 
‘Trust. ‘Thorafore, there is no reason to think that we have not been. vigilant 
in this matter. The Hon'ble Membor asked for some other information and 
he seems to be under the improssion that though we have promised to-take, 


. Aotion in. this matter nothing has been done, namely, with regard’ to. the 


appointment of health officers-and sanitary officers in municipalities in and 
around Calcutta and elsewhere. I think if the Hon'ble Member will look at 
the notification of the 14th February 1916, he will find that in exercise of the 
powers conferred under section 849(d) of the Bengal, Municipal Act the 
Governor in Council has fixed the class and number of the sanitary officers to 
be appcinted for each of the principal municipulities mentioned in the notifica- 
tion which includes jktala, Bhatpara. Cossipore-Chitpur, South Subarban, 
Baranagore and so ou, in and around Calcutta. So action has been taken 
and health officafs have been appointed by these municipalities in these 
places. If they have pasate them, the fault ‘certainly does nov lie 
with Government. .T would to draw the attention of tfie Council to the 
Siete ee Municipal Department for 1916. aragraph 28, whore itis 
b pate IY ce nae SP aM he 
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‘of Government, persist in regarding: all those “opportuniti 

in this Council with ‘the Bengal Government as a mea 

-asham. Ido not admit thé accuracy of the picture’ that on 

“have the non-official Members laboriously toiling-and trying to 

“proposals ‘all calculated to acselerate the advent of the millenniu 

the other, tosee them turned down without rhyme or: by: 

‘and contemptuous Government. But, apart from the petiane nt or otherwise 
of that picture, the essence of these comments is really to be: found in the 
desire that the position of this Council vis-a-vis the administration should be 
diferent from that which it is, particularly in financial matters, under the 
existing Parliamentary statutes and the rules and regulations made there- 
under. Such arguments fall within the field of discussion of larger constitu- - 
tional issues which are. occupying attention elsewhere, and which are more 
; erly discussed on other occasions than in connection’ with the provincial 
Badger, and I therefore propose to confine myself to our budget as it is and 
its consideration under our procedure as it is. “ ‘ if 


"Phe first point to which T would draw attention, is the practical 
the present debate. ‘That isa matter about which there are two permissible 
‘points of view. On the one hand, that it is a useful ¢ tinuance of an old 
tradition, aud on the other, that, under the modern conditions of resolutions, 
juestibns and the like, subjects which have. been debated to-day could all 
ve been brought forward, and have in many eases been brought for ward, 
previously with the result that this debate is largely an echo of old 
‘ussions, while bringing up again a multitude of subjects which can only 


_ now be dealt with cursorily and in the briefest outline. «1 two views are 


quite arguable though personally I am inclined to the one which would see 


the debate done away with, but that is merely my personal view. Tho’ 


+ 





‘Council } observed that the Government of India have recently 
“made a difference in their procedure in this respect, altering the date of t 
general’ discussion’ go ‘that it should precede, and not come after, the detaile 
“resolutions on the Revised Financial Statement, T propose to asc 
: have been made in the rules of # 

ibly interest, in the Hi 
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policy of the Finance Department to give more and more information in con- 
nection with the Budget....1 think Hon'ble Members who have had long 
‘experience of this Couneil will recognize that the information now given is 
much fuller than what it was in earlier years. If I remember rightly, we 
|, now give references to statistics of more former years, while we give. detailed 
schedules of new schemes, and this year have,also placed in the hands of 
“Members the Civil Budget Estimates. ‘The memorandum which accompanies 
the Budget is nothing but a brief note, and it does not purport to be anything 
else, while it is supplemented by the speeches which are made by different 
official Members. But I am quite willing to agree that the form of the 
memorandum might be improved. The point attracted my attention’ durmg 
the course of the preparation of the present Budget. The notes have become 
somewhat. steredtyped, and can possibly be improved upon, and I hope to 
take the matter up daring the current year! 


Lastly, as a general question, I would refer briefly to a very interesting 
point which has been raised by the Hon'ble Mr. P. ©. Mitter, namely, the 
distribution of the ‘provincial revenue as between the Imperial Government 
and the province itself. That is a point of great theoretical and practical 
importance, and in, gs light of the remarks of the Hon’ble Sir William Meyer 
which have been quoted by ah Hon'ble Member to-day, it will obviously "very 
shortly come into considerable prominence. , I cannot enter into it at length 
now, but I must point ovt that the figares given by the Hon'ble Member’ are 

calculated to convey a somewhat false impression. 1 gather from the. general 
outlines of his argument, which he has evidently taken from the third page of 
the Civil Estimates, that whereas the Imperial Government takes something 
jike Rs. 16 crores out of a total revenue of Rs. 23 crores, the provincial 
Government gets only Rs. 64 crores approximately. That is not, lf think, 
quite accurate. If the Hon’ble Member will look, at the figures again"he will 
see that under Imperial we find such large heads as Opium, 44 crores, Salt, 
1 crore 31 lakhs, Customs, nearly 6 crores, Interest, 114 lakhs, and, Receipts -, 
in aid vf Superannuation, approximately 1} lakhs ; these items cannot fairly 
be classed as solely provincial revenue. Opium is obviously not so; much of 
the salt thatjcomes through the port of Caloatta goos to Bihar and Orissa 
and Assam, and obviously, many articles on which customs duties are paid are 
intended for places throughout Northern India... I would like to feel that the ~ 
contention was correct, as it would give us a chance of asking for more in 
any fresh financial settlement, but I am afraid it is not so. I feel bound to 
warn the Council that it is not probable ‘hat in any differentiation between 
Imperial and Provineial finance we shall be able to lay hands upon some 
ache of revenue which so far the Government of India have been.improperly 
enjoying, whereas it should have been retained by the province. . Neither,is 
it likely to be the case that we shall find that, in comparison with other 
ovinces in the matter of contributions to the Government of India, Bengal 
has been unfairly treated, I think it is more likely to be found chat other 


provinces attack us as@oming under the most favoured pr@vincial clause. 






- general points, and coming to departmental details I would 
A ocana pabaieli among my own particular “ white man’s 
most exposed to witack,I refertothe police. We have heard again 

to-day in: ie nts of the colossal and extravagant heights to which 
vexpendityre on “the police is mounting with leaps .and bounds, and the 
inference is left to by drawn that we are wantonly squandering upon an effete 








‘tment. f better object. than the 
3 a4 r e grown almost lyrical 
abont the mag I orded to the police in the matter 


_ of motor } ho palatial buildings and. what not ; but I would 
- point, out lam n a ble incident. attaching to 
er 2 ny vince, tip use of which really means 
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to the encouragement of new industries. Probably the greater part of that 


‘sum will be spent on an experimental research tannery, for which, I under- 
stand, a scheme is practically ready. Bis at hash 


~~ The next large subject with which I am concerned is Excise, and * 
although Tam afraid I cannot possibly deal with it fully, yet recognising the 
strong feeling which is entertained in many quarters, and quite rightly too, on 
the subject of temperance, I would like to make one or two comments. I take 
the item of country spirit to which, particularly, temperance reformers pay 
attention. In the first place it is not correct that the consumption of country- 
spirit during 1917-18 was markedly greater than that of the years preceding ; 
in fact it was less. What really happened was that after yoars of fairly high 
consumption, é,g., 1913-14, which showed a total of $23,063 gallons we: had 
a sudden pray ate the three succeeding years, running down to 626,454 gallons 
in 1916-17. Last year the figures took an upward turn, but they are still 
below those of 1914-15, and very much below the level of the two years 
preceding that. Tho increaso has been most marked in Calcutta. though there 
again the pee for 1917-18 is practically only equal to that of 1915-16. and 
appreciably less than tliat of the three earlier years; and in Calcutta the 
Commissioner’ of Excise attributes the increase, partly to the high pr'ce of 
imported liquor, which may have led some consumers to take to country- 
spirit, and partly to the prohibition of dilution. The matter of dilution is 
technical, and I gather that the Hon'ble Dr. Sarbadhikari rather doubts 
whether.it ean affect the,question. But the stopping of dilution does increase 
vonsumption for the simple reason that it prevents the shopkeeper from 
cheating the customers, in so far as he cannot palin loff a weaker spirit as- 
strong spirit. Tho prevéntion of dilution has been recognised by various 
authorities as a reasonable and desirable incident in Excise administration, 
and it is only.part of the efforts that have been made in Caleutta in recent 

ears, for instance. by separating the vend of country-spirit’ and foreign 


liquor, to tighten’ up the Excise administration and to render it more efficient. 


Tt was recognised that the prohibition of dilution would increase consump- 
tion, but it is justified both in fairness to the consumet and, by the 
desirability of our having an. exact knowledge of the circumstances of the 
liquor trade so that we can properly adjust taxation. But in anticipation 
of this increased consumption we have taken two distinct steps to check 
it. In the first place in all previous years license-fees were fixed 


"for the year ; in 1917-18 hey were varied month by month, so that 


if consumption ina shop increased we could put up the license-foes 
and thereby introduce a deterrent; secondly, we have not only fixed 
higher prices originally, but on two oecasions have raised the selling price and 
the duty, the not result, being that a gallon 25° U. P. is costing now 14.annas 
more than it did on the Ist April 1917. Those aro all very definite steps 
designed to deter an undue increase in the consumption of liquor, and in fact - 
it can be shown that the incidence of taxation per proof gallon has gone up 
pectin as hea 81 in 1912-13, hes 115 in be hay I think this. 
result is one which co@mends itself ti nee © ers. Again it ~ 
is contrary to fact that Ree RCRA teed {fom license fees ii 
Calcutta is increasing, Hhetotiy ane whit pe criticism that we are practi- 
cally ei kay les. In 1915-16, 36°9 of ‘the revenue from country spirit - 
was realized in the form of license fees ; in 1916-17 the proportion rose to 40 
te cent., but in. 1917-18 it had fallen to 16 per cent. I ean give the Hon’ble 
. Sarbadhikari some figures regarding the shop at Maniktala Stroot to which 
‘hich ‘he. will see that the license fee was Rs. 2.025 a 
the average monthly lijnse fee fell to Rs. 607 in 











} Ali seems to be eq under a misapprehension 
gumber of licenses. “Eyéluding wholesale licenses 
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As head of the’ Education Department it ill-becomes a Director of 
Public Instruction to say that the teachers of High Schools as a class are 
doing less important work than others included in the heterogeneous staff. 

1 think, my Lord, it is deplorable on the part of the Director and cruel 
and insulting to the teachers that in the face of a consensus of opinion and 
a definite pronouncement by the Imperial and Proyincial Governments, that 

» the teachers of secondary schools are an underpaid and overworked sulky 
lot—that. thefe should be a circular limiting the promotion of some of them 
simply because by accident, and not by agreement, these persons are now 
holding less important’posts. It is glaring unkindness and flagrant injustice 
togive a fresh cause of irritation and disappointment to school masters who 
are already in the worst condition—social, economic or otherwise—at a time 
when the Government themselves recognize the desirability of enhancing the 
grants on Education to bring immediate relief to this suffering class of public 
servants, A’ Director of Public Instruction ought to know that the best way, 
perhaps, of improving the efficiency of the workers in a particularly important 
sphere is not to brand them as inferior or unimportant and to discourage 
them by limiting their already too meagre prospects and by damaging criti- 
cisms. Surely, my Lord, this sort. of treatment does not secure devotion to 
work in the already too-tightly bound subordinate members of the service. 

T would like to give bere a few hard cases :— 

(1) Babu Tariniprasad Mukherjee (Class TH of the Subordinate Educa- 
tional Service, Assistant Head Master, Hindu School, has been superseded by 
Mrs. P. Chakrabarti and P. Brahmachari, who are junior to him by two 
years and four years, respectively. Immediately before or, since the circular 
came into etfect he was not offered any Head Mastership. Now, after 33 
years of faithful service he has been kindly informed that a brand-new 
experimental circular has debarred him from, promotion. 

(2) Babu Kalidas Banerjee, Assistant Master, Sanskrit Collegiate 
School, after 21 years of good service has been superseded by— 


@) Mr. 8. Bhattacharjya, junior to him by three years. 
(ii) Mr. K. N. Bhattachatjya, junior by 16 years. 
(ti!) Mr. Dundakar, junior by six years. 

(ie) Babu Debondralal Datta, junior by eight years. 


(3) Mr. Abdul Halim, Sub-Inspector of Schools, officiating Deputy 
Inspector ef Schools, and Babu Girija Kanta Bagchi, officiating Assistant 
-Head-master, Barrackpur High School, have also been superseded. 

Before long there will be a regular crop of similar cases, and the 
Director of Pablic Instruction will have the serene satisfaction’ of seeing his 
departmént detested by all self-respecting and worthy: men. 

Under these circumstances, my Lord, I think the circular complained of 
should be cancelled. 

With these observations I commend this resolution to the acceptance of 
the Council. I may be permitted to add taat if the Government. be pleased 
to accept my propdsi@on, the cases of the officers already superseded under 
the circular may be kindly considered.” 


Hon'ble Sir S. P. Sixita said :— 


_ “My Lord, as the Government have decided to accept this resolution and 
‘sancel the circular of which the Hon’ble Member complains, it’ would perhaps 
have been sulfici merely stated that and nothing else. As it might 

i 2 e grounds for misconceptign, I think it necessary to 
e reasons why this’circulfr is going to be withdrawn. 

pf the circular is altogether misunderstood, but 
hether that is wrong, the fact remains that the 
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circular has caused and continues to cause a great ded) of discontent in the 
Subordinate Educational Service as they consider that it puts a definite 
block in the way of promotion and makes their position worse than it was. 
The officers of this Bacio unfortunately are already labouring under a sense 
of grievance because of the very small pay and the poor prospects therein. 
Ever since I joined this Government it has been a matter of serious. and 
anxious consideration to me as to whether the circular should continue or © 
not, and before we received the notice of this resolution we had decided that 
the cireular should be withdrawn because of the misapprehension which 
exists with regard to it and >the discontent which it fosters. But I may 
explain that the circular does not do the injustice that the Hon’ble Mover 
of the resolution considers it does. It is designed to give effect to two 
fundamental principles :—first that promotion from one class to another 
will not and cannot be determined by seniority alone; and secondly, 
that though the promotion of an officer to a post of greater responsibility 
will not necessarily imply promotion to a higher class on higher pay, increase 
of responsibility will-have due weight in the determination of promotions. 

“So far as the circular is based on these two principles, I may say at once, 
that there is no intention whatsoever to depart from the principles embodied 
therein. Thoy would be still applied in considering the question of promotion, 
and I do not propose to fetiér the discretion of the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion in any way whatsoever in the matter of promotion, after the circular is 
withdrawn. any more than it was before it was withdrawn. I also wish to 
mention that the Hon'ble Member shoald not be under any misapprehension as 
to this, as he has stated that the circular has caused ‘hardship in several cases. 

I think he is entirely mistakén. If a man is superseded—to use his own 
language—it is not necessarily because of this cireular; there may be other 
reasons and in the cases to which he referred there are other reasons which 
led tothe supersession such as it is; and the withdrawal of ‘the circular will 
not therefore give rise to any claim on the part of any officer to have that 
uestion re-opened and re-considered. While withdrawing the cireular for 
the reasons which T have already mentioned, I cannot promise that there 
will be any departure whatsoever from the two essential and fundamental 
principles governing’ promotion, viz,, that seniority alone shall not give any 
claim for promotion and that higher responsibility, though it does not neces- 
\ sarily mean higher pay, shall re¢eive due consideration as a factor in deter- 
mining promotion.” my 


The Hon'ble Rat Rapa Cuaran Pat Babadur said :— 


“‘Idesire to associate myself with the observations’ that has fallen 
from my Hon'ble friend, Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, and I wish to thank 
the Hon'ble Member in charge for treating the resolution in a sympathetic 
spirit. Iquite agree with the Hon'ble Member that seniority alone should 
not be the only test for promotion. He has laid down another principle 
that higher responsiblity does not necessarily mean higher emoluments. 
I do not know wkether that principle is accepted®in all departments of 
Government and in all services, covenanted and uncovenanted. I for myself 
think that higher nesponsibility should carry some increase of salary. I 
think that is an accepted principle in Your Excellency’s Government, an 
that is so I do not see any reason why that should not also be accepte 
the Education Department and I do not see why seniority should be the 
test in that Department.” 





The Hon'ble Banu Kisnoil) Monay’ Cuaupaver said g a.) 


“Tam grateful to Government for the ki spect of 
my resolution that the Qiveular should be wi meant 
ay, 
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that seniority alone should govern promotion. Other cireumstanoes should 
also be considered. I fully -appreciate that special consideration should 
be shown’ to those doing responsible »work. If that circular bo withdrawn 
of course the departmental heads will consider whether there should be any 
supersession: But on this I have no quarrel with the department. Iam 
grateful to Government for the concession.” 


The resolution was then put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM NO. 5. 


. The Hon'ble Mayivt A. K. Fazt-vi-Hag was to have moved the following 
resolution :— ‘ 


“This Coandil recommends to the Governor in Council that, a committee, 
consisting of officials and non-officials, be appointed to inquire into the cases 
of alleged oppression committed by the Midnapore Zamindari Company on 
cultivators in various parts of the Nadia district.” * 


He said :-— 


“My Lord, since I gave notice of this resolution, I have been advised by 
several of my friends, whose dpinions I greatly value, to ask Your Excellency’s 
permission to wtthdraw this resolution. I acceded to their request, but in 
doing so I hope I shall ngt be misunderstood. I still adhere to my right to 

®@ place before the Council whatever information I possess as regards the alleged 
cases of oppression committed by the Midnapore Zemindari Company on 
their tenants in Nadia district, and I certainly think that when I have placed 
these facts before Government no time will be lost to give these people redress 
and justice. I also think that although I had ample materials at my disposal 
to unfold before this Council a tale of untold misery and hardship, 1 will not 
do it in the face of the advice of my friends and I will not take up Your 
Excellency's time any longer over this resolution. Besides, Sir 8. P. Sinha 
has told us that if we look upon these proceedings as absurdities, not to take 
part in them, ‘To take part im absurdities is another absurdity. I accept his 
advice also and 1 think thatthe best way to avoid absurdity is not to take 
part in it. Therefore, my Lord, I ask permission to withdraw this resolution.” 


. @ The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


The President’s Speech. 


The Presrpent said :— 


“ Gentlemen, though I shall not be so inconsiderate as, at the end of a 
somewhat long and sultry day, to inflict a long speech upon a long-suffering 
and probably mutely-protesting Council, yet L think it is fitting that at the 
close of the session, thg Prosident should briefly review ghe wok which has 
been achieved. Ithink we may,look back upon the past session with a sense 
of tolerable satisfaction. We have placed upon the Statute Book certain 
Bills, which, if they are not of a sensational character, are at any rate measures 

vantage to those in whose interest they have been conceived. Among 

h are the Bengal Public Dernands Recovery Act, the Bengal Tenancy 

‘mendment) Act, and the Bengal Aliens Disqualification Act, while a fourth 
—the Serampore' Qxtigge Bill—has been passed by this Council and is now 
iti sane he Viceroy. \ But in additgon to these Bills, which 
bout to become Acts, mare started on their way 
seempbitious character. have given a sond-off to 
Re question of self-government in different spheres. 
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The Calcutta Municipal Bill is now awaiting the comments and criticisms 
of the Corporation and of other public bodies. and I can assure the Council: 
that when the views of the these different bodies have been submitted, the: 
will receive from Government careful and earnest attention. The other Bill, 
to which I refer, isthe Bill for placing on a broad basis the whole 
system of village self-government. which was introduced ih a speech 
of great lucidity by the Hon’ble Sir 8. P. Sinha at the commencement * 
of our proceedings to-day. We shall now look forward with interest to the 
views which the public may hold with regard to that measure, and I confess 
that I shall follow its career myself with an interest and'solicitude which, 
I think, I may describe.as being almost of a paternal character. At any rate, 
if T cannot claim to be the actual father of the Bill, 1 think I may claim 
that since my arrival in Bengal, I have played towards it the part of a 
foster-father. I had hoped that this Bill would have been able to make its 
début amongst you long before now. So far as the Bengal Government are 
concerned, we had completed our work upon it within four months of the 
time when I first assumed office, and I have sat with folded arms consumed 
‘with such patience as I could summon, as I watched the passage of the eight 
months which, as events have shown, have been necessary for obtaining the 
sanction of the higher authorities to its introduction. But, at any rate, the 
Bill has at last made its appearance and it is our hope that it will receive 
from the ‘public sympathetic and favourable‘ consideration. Constitution- 
making is at the present moment a rather fashionable pastime, but it seems 
to me that some of the architects of new constitations in their anxiety no 
doubt to build an attractive and ornamental top- storey to their buildings 
have been a little prone to forget the necessity of laying a broad and firm 
foundation upon which to raise,up their structure. The Village Self-Govern- 
ment Bill is the contribution of the Bengal Government to that most necessary 
part of the edifice, For my own part Iam delighted to be able to say that 
from personal experience which, from time to time, during the past year 
I have had of thé working of union committees, even under the existing law, 
defective though that law is, 1 look forward with hope and with confidence 
to seeing in this Presidency in the years that/are to come, growing up a 
net-work of comparatively small self-governing units looking after their 
docal needs, imposing the necessary taxation with the assent of the taxed, 
beeause the taxed themselves will see that the taxes which they pay are 
spent to their own interest and advantage. . 4 « 


“Now, those, as 1 have said, are the more ambitious measures which we 
have launched upon their way ; but 1 must not omit to mention three other 
Bills with which the Council has also concerned itself. We have had 
introduced to our notice two Bills by private Members—the Bengal Juvenile 
Smoking Bill and the Bengal Primary Education Bill. Wha the views of 
the public may be with regard to those proposals, we do not yet know ; but 
it is gratifying to find that private members of the Legislative Council are 
taking a keen interest in’ measures of social reform of this kind, and whatever 
may be the ultimate fate of these two particular meastres, 1 hope that they 
will not be discouraged in their endeavours. ‘The only other Bill which has 
‘heen introduced during the present session is, I believe, ani old and” rather 
familiar friend, namely, the Calcutta Hackney Carriage Bill, which is gtill 
struggling to findsits way on to the’ Statute Book. So far as the Govern; 
are concerned, in this case also we are still waiting for the opinions. 
public upon our proposals. But our energies have not_been occupied solel 
with legislative projects. During the course of the pr’ “gesion no less than 
60 starred and 408 men questions have been , wered. On 







the Financial Statement\the record number of lave been 
dealt with, and upon subjects of general publi ance, 46 
resolutions have also ove of in the Cou), 
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APPENDIX B. 


(Referred to In the answer to Question No. X.) 


, Nos. 1604—1612A., dated. Calcutta, the 3rd March 1905. 


From—R, W. CARLYLE, Esq, CLE. Offg. Chief Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, 


To—The Commissioner of 


Ir ‘appeurs to the Lieutenant-Governor, from the perusal of a large number 
of Confidential Reports, they are frequently useless, or at all events not 
nearly as usefal'as they might be, on account of the vague language in which , ”* 
they are couched. Y c 


i ‘i t 
2. | Phare’ not much harm in saying thatvan officer is“ good,” because 
itmay be taken to mean that a reporting officer has really no criticism to 
offer, and that. the, officer reported on has given satisfaction. At the same 
time, if an officer has any particular good quality worth mentioning, it may 
be’ of great advantage that it should be specially mentioned in the report. 
For example, it may be usefal to the Government to know that a man is 
“tactful,” or “energetic” or “ sound in judgment,” when it is necessary to 
shecre: an officer possessing any of these qualifications for any special 
uty. 


3, It is distinctly more objectionable to use a yague phrase like “bad” 
or “unsatisfactory” or “useless” in reporting unfavourably of an officer. 
Tt is essential to Know, if possible, wherein the ‘badness consists. The report 
should state whether the officer ‘is “ perverse,” “untrustworthy,” “ perfunc- 
tory,” “lazy,” or whatever the particular unfavourable characteristic of his 
work may be; and in the case of a seriously bad report, it is a good thing, if 
possible, to illustrate very briefly the unfavourable trait. 





the report shor $0 full as clearly to show special merits or defects, so 
that those who have to peruse the reports may be able to form a correct 
and definite judgment as to how the services of the officers concerned may 
best, be utilised. 


z 
4, -The nai point to be kept in view in reporting on officers is that 


« 

5. It is right that an officer svho is badly reported on should be informed 
‘of the fact. This is desirable, not so much to enable. him to defend himself 
(and. certainly, not to enable him. to enter into a controversial correspon- 
dence), but rather that he may be warned and have an opportanity of giving 
his attention to the curing of the defects which have been brought to notice. 
It is useless to send vague reports to an officer for his information, but when 
any particular defect is pointed out, he should be told that, the defect has 
been brought to noti¢e, and that he should set himself to cure it. 2 


6. This does ngt apply to cases where the defect ei out is one which 
be cured bythe officer concerned and where % could only give him 


‘pain if he wereinformed. It may, for instance, be desirable that Govern- 
ment should know that an officer is not very intelligent, but the officer 
yncerned could not benefit. by being told this. At the same time it may 
repay in the interest of fairness of dealing, to communicate the 
report. . : . ‘ ; 
’ 


fit may ag Sad from communicating an unfavourable 

ts Communffation, Sadat reported op 

id fact that he has 

b noted for the information of Government. Where 
a report withheld Yee have been communicated, 4 
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Nos, 5189—5504A., dated Darjeeling, the 26th June 1916, 


From—THE Hoy’sue Mr. J. H. Kerr, C.L8., 10.8., Chief Secretary 

to the Government of Bengal, 

To—(1) All Commissioners of Divisions ; (2) the Inspector-General 
of Police ; (3) the Inspector-General of Prisons ; (4) the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta; (5) the Commissioner of 
Police, Calcutta; (6) the Director of Land Records; (7) the 
Director of Surveys ; (8) the Director ef Agriculture ; (9) the 
Registrar, Co-operative Societies ; (10) the Inspector-General 
of Reginttalion (11) the Secretary, Board of Revenne ; (12) 

the Commissioner of Excise and Salt( \ 


Iam directed to forwatd, for your information and guidance, a copy of 
a Resolution by the Government of India, Home Department, Nos, 1568-95, 
dated the 14th September 1915, in which they lay down the principles 
“which should be observed in communicating to subordinate officers in civil 
employ unfavourable remarks made by their Superior officers. , 
* 2. The two main principles laid down by the Government of India 

are :— 3 
/ i 
41) that only those defects, which are remediable and concerning the 
existence of which no doubt can exist, should be pointed out to 

the officer at fault; and 

(2) that the manner and method of communication should be such as 
to secure the maximum benefit to the officer, having regard to 
his temperament. 





* 

3. With reference to the question of the authority by whom: the 
unfavourable remarks should be communicated: to the officers. concerned, it is 
important to notice that the Government of India have directed that when 
a report is built up.on the individual opinions of different departmental 
superiors in gradation, it is only the opinion as. accepted by the highest 
authority which need be considered from the point of view of communieation. 
In view of these orders, the Governor in Council is ple to direct that 
an unfavourable report shall not be communicated to the officer concerned 
except by, or under the orders of, the authority which submits the report 
to Government or the Board of Revenue, namély, the Confmissioner, the 
Head of the Department, or the District J udge, or, in the case of the Public 
Works Department, the Chief Engineer, His Excellency in Council leaves 
it to these high authorities, who have first-hand knowledge of the work of. 
the officers reported on, to decide, with reference to the principles laid down 
by the Government of India, in which cases it is desirable to comimuni- 
cate unfavourable remarks to the officers concerned, and whether the com- 
munication should be verbal or written, and whether it should be made 
direct to the officer concerned or through an intermediate authority or 
through his immediate superior. '. 


4, Iam further to point ‘out that the orders Contaiger im paragraph e° 
ni 


of the Resolution refer*only to annual reports, and do inany way affect 
the right and duty of an ollicer to admonish his subordinates with a view to 


the eradication of faults which come to his notice in the course of his- 


ordinary work. When a defect: has already been pointed out: in ‘this way, 
it may not be nece: , on the occasion of the submission of the anni 
report, to communicate further with an officer concerning his defects. 
authority should, therefore, in reporting the existence of remediable defects 
in an officer, note the action which has already been tp’ or which it is 


* roposed to take to cure tiem, so as to enable si herities and 
bbeiscacssi. to decide whethey any further action is ay ion 
with the annual report. ie 

e 5 ee orders now issu raed those. .ci ‘ iB 

_" 5, 6and 7 of Government Cire ‘os. 1604-12 A., d | (B05. 

wa 


‘ 


» 
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"APPENDIX D: 


(Referred to In the answer to Question No. XI.) 


Statement showing the number of enrolled candidates for the Provincial 


» | Judicial Service From each District, * 
Bakarganj 
Bankura ... 
Chittagong 





Dinajpar . 
Faridpur ,.. 
Hooghly . 
Jessore 

Khulna 

Midnapore 
Murshidabad 
Mymensingh 
Nadia 

Noakhali 
Pabna. 
Rajshahi . 
‘Tippera- 

24-Parganas 
Caleutta .. 
Dibrugarh (Assam) ... 








Total 





APPENDIX“E. 


(Referred to in tho paeeenel to een NO. KIX.) 


Dare or avrowray: 








- ; 
Name ov Opricen. 


# 
[Shi <a wicdedic ambien eae 


Societies. 






























ss Home district 
‘Designation, Quilifications. ere 
Temporary. | Permanent. 
Babu Bata Krishna Das... | Inspector «| Readup to FA}! coe | det. April | Nadia, 
passed 4th grade 6 194. 
Accountantship: 
Examivation. 
| Bes Dio -efDenbt 
5 ay Ditto 
Bond’ up to BoA. Ditto: an 
«| Read up to FA... Tat daly | Miduapore 
1914. 
Read up to B.A... bert get Birbhum. 
|B Ls Howrah. 
Pi Pabna, 
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(Part Iv, 
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rs bye e 
G Dave oP AtPOLNTMENT, 
9 Nasir ov Ornicéit Designation, | Qualifications. eo gd 
mo j 
9 | Maulvi Abu! se- | Inmpoctor ss» | Read up to BA. sve Burdwan, 
“ 
Wi «| Ditto sve | Read up to B.A. se. Calontta, 
bd 1917. 
14 | Babu Kiran Ghandra Sen| Ditto sw Te Ag. (Gabour) .../ 19th Novem}. seaseer., | Jalpaiguri, 
Gupta, ber 1917. 
12 | Babu Hiralal Das Gupta... | Ditto vv | Road mp to BA, su Yat Tune | sae | Dace, 
| 1 6 
18 | Maulyi Shaffinddin Almad ..,) Ditto | Passed School Final |21st Novem-} “Ll. ''!"Tippera. 
examination B.| ber 1917, 
. class and passed 
, ‘ | _ Sub-Overseer, 
14 | Babu Moralidhar Das 4. | Chief" Auditor |B. L, Reosived| 1et_ _ Aprib| sseeee {| Dacoa, . ° 
(forinerly In. F 1996, i 
spector). 4 
15 | Maulvi Abul Wahed Khond- | Auditor aoe! Ist. January /Faridpur. 
ar, 1918. ye 
, | | 
| ‘ 
16 | Maatvi Abul Azim w= |. Ditto Ditto, 
7 » Golan Haider «| Ditto 
18 » Abdul Hamid aw | Ditto 
19 |, Khondkar Ali Mabsin | Ditto 
20 |. Abdul Jabbar. ...| Ditto 
21 | Babu Jogendra Nath De x. | Ditto 
ra 
22 | 4 Abimash Ch, Sen ..| Ditto 
28 | 5, Anmnda Prasad Mukharji | Ditto Ditto... 
24°| 5, Gopal Ch. Bhattacharji | Ditto | 10th March 
1918, 
25 | 4, Nishi Ranta Muklarji, | Ditto st, January 
Spa bu 4 
26 |, Beni Mudhab Sikdar Ditto aa % 
SP 2 Ma tmbhen Beruh Ditto = Tage 
28 » Pravash Ch, Pathak Ditto oy vee 
| 
29 | 4, Goku) Singh Ganatraj | Additional | ae With March | smu “| Darjeeling, 
wary wen ae 
30 | 4 Upendra Nath Mukherji | Ditto | BoA. a P&idpur, 
\ 
81 | 4 Sudhir K. Bose ¢ | Ditto eae Calcutta, 
32°], Sushil Gb. Lahiri | Ditto Pubua 
. 
385 | y PrafullaK, Mitra... | Ditto or [MLA seseee | Dacoa, 
ad") ObaruputeRoy ss | Ditto wee | Mas sai 
35 | 4p Sudhir K. Baverji ...| Ditto s+ | Weaving-master, | 8th March 
§ ; ° Baabura Weavg 1918. | 
" ing School. | 
86 | Moulvi Abdul Rakib =... | Ditto ne| BAS 
87 | Babu Nalini Kanta Das| Ditto ~ snes 
S tao i 
88 | Maulvi Abdur Rahman Khan | Ditto | Me A. 
89], Anwar Hossain sue |, Matri 








Ditto 




















a UR coh coats 








The Calcutta Gazette. 


PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY. 





WEDNESDAY, MAROH 2, 1918. 


@ Separate paging is given to this’Part in order that it may be filed 





as a separate compil: 














Acts of the Indian 


PART V. 
Legislative Council assented to by the Governor General 





. GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 





‘The following Act”of tho Indian Logislative Council reosived the assent of tho Governor 
General on the 6th March, 1918, and is hereby promulgated for general information); — 


? 
An Actito make provision for regulating exhibitions 
‘by means of Ctnematogra hs. 


Waernas it is expedient to make provision for 
regulating exbibitions by means of cinewatogeapbs ; 
Ty w kecthy spacted as $5llowa s—= 

al 1. (1) This Act may he 
Hiyecctem called the Cinematograph 
‘Act, 1918, 


including British Balichistan. 
(8) Tt shall come into force on such date as the 
General in Council may, by notification 
India, direct. ( 
this Act, unless there is “anything re- 
"” ptignant. in tho subject or 
és aed 







apparatus for 
or series of 


e 


(2) Itextends to the wholgof British India, | 


Act No, IL or 1918. 


3, Save as otherwise provided in this Act, no 

Ciromatograph person shall give an exhibi- 
exhibitions to be tion by. means of a cine- 
Voensed. matograph elsewhere than 
in a place licensed under this Act, or otherwise 
than in compliance with any conditions and 
restrictions imposed by such license, 

4, The authority having power to grant licenses 

under this Act (hereinafter 

Tieie satel recruits sabe HAisuallig 
anthority’’) shall be the District Magistrate, or, in 
a Presideney-town or in the town of Rangoon, the 
Commissioner of Police : 

Provided that the Local Government may, by 
notification in the local official gazette, constitute 
for the whole or any. part of a Province such other 
authority as it may specify in tho notification to 
rm ligensing authority for the purposes of this 


5. (1) 9p iceniog antovty sball not grant 





venti ® license’ under this Act 
of licnatgeathonty. unless it is satisfied that— 
_°%(@) theffules made under the Act have been 


‘bstantially complied with, and 


3 


oe (AB) 


4 
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@ wate precautions have been taken in 

: ae age respect of which the 
license is to be given to provide for the 
safety of attending exhibitions 
therein. 

(2) A condition shall be inserted in every license 
that the licensee. will not exhibit, or permit to be 
exhibited, in such place any film other than a film 
which has Leen certified as suitable for public 
exhibition by the prescribed authority, and which 
when exhibited, displays the presoribed mark of 
that authority, and has not been altered “or 
tampered with in, any way since such mark was 
affixed thereto, 


(8) Subject to the foregoing provisions of this 
eect EN of the Local Govern- 
ment, tho licensing authority may grant licenses 
under this Act, to such persons as it thinks fit, 
and on such terms and conditions and subject to 
such restrictions as it may determine. 

G, (4) If the owner or person in charge of a 

Panfshment for con. cinematograph uses the same 
travention of this Act or allows it to be used, or if 
and caus made there the owner or occupier of any 

jo place permits that place to be 
used, in contravention of the provisions of this Act 
or the rules made thereunder, or-of the conditions 

restrictions upon or subject to’ which any 
license has been grarited under this Act, he shall be 
punishable with fine which may extend to one 
thousand rapees and, in the case of a continuing 
offence, with a further fine which may extend to 
one hundred rupees for each day during which 
the offence Rie al and his license (if aay) shall 


be liable to be revoked by the licensing authority, 
(2) If any person is convicted of an offence 
punishable under this Act committed by him in 


respect of any film, the convicting Court may 
further direct that tho film shall be forfeited. to 
His Majesty. : 
7, (4) The Governor Goneral in Coane shal, 
vy notification in the Gazette 
Cetitetionof Alm. OF India, constitute us any 
authorities as he may think fit for the purposes of 
examining and certifying films” as suitable for 
public exhibition. ‘The certificate of any such 
Sathority shall be valid in auch atea as tay. be 


specified in the notification. 
(2) If apy such authority after examination 
considers that a film is.suitable for publis exhibi- 


tion, it shall cause the film to be marked in the. 
prescribed manner, 


_ @) If the authority is of “opinion that a film 
is not suitable for public exhibition, it shall 
inform the person applying for the certificate of its 
decision, and such person maygwithin thirty days 
from the date of such decision, appeal for a re 
consideration of the matter by the Local Govern- 
ment, whose decision shall be final, 


(4) Where th area for which a certificate hag | 


been granted includes territory in more than one 
», the ap) 
ernment as may 


shall lie to such Local Goy- | any 
specified in that behalf in shgisaate 
a 





notification under which the certifying authority 
is constituted. ne 

(6) The District Magistrate, or, in a Presidency 
town or in the town of Rangoon, the Commis 
sioner of Police, may, after recording his reasons in 
writing by order suspend the certificate of any 
film pending the orders of the Local Government, 
and daricg such suspension the film shall be 
deemed to be an uncertitied film in that district or 
town, He shall forthwith forward a of his 
order to the Local Government to which he is, 
subordinate, and such Local Government may, in 
its discration, either discharge his order or, by noti- 
fication in the local official gazette, direct that the 
film shall be deemed to bo an uncertified film in 
the whole or any part of the Province. 

(6) The Local Government. may, of its own 
thotion, by notification in the local official gazette, 
direct that a film covered by certificate valid in 
the Province shall be deemed 9 be an uncertified 
film in the whole or any part of the Province, 


(7) The exhibition ofa film to which any order 
ordirection"under sub-section (6) or (6) is for tho 
time being applicable shall, in the area to which 
such order or direction relates, be deemed to be a 
contravention of the condition mentioned in 
section 5 (2); 

8. (J) The Governor General in Council may 

: make rules for the purpose 

Power to make let of carrying into effect the 
provisions of this Agt. - 

(2) In particular and withdut. prejudice to the 
generality of the foregoing power, rules under 
this section may provide for— 

(a) the regulation of cipematograph exhibi- 
tions for securing the public safety ; 

procedure of the authorities consti- 

tuted for examining and certifyi 

filuus as euitable for public exhibition, 

and all matters ancillary thereto, and 

the fees to be levied by those author- 


(0) the 





ities ; and 
(c) any other matter which by this Act is to 
~~” be prescribed, . 


(8) Vhe Governor General in Council may dele 
gate to a Local Government. the power to make 
rules regarding the matters mentioned in sub- 
section (2) (a) so far as regards the territories 
subject to that Government. 

(4) All rules made under this “Act shall be 
published in the Gazette of India, or the local 
official Gazette, as the ease may be and, on such 
publication, shall have effect as if enacted in this 
Act. aes : 

9, The Local Governmerit may by order in 

writing exempt, subj 

Siti WS scl nd tn Wat: Soe 
tay impote any. cinematograyteshi- 


class of ci raph 
ot of LD 












the provisions of this 
thereunder, 


¢ * 
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“MDhe following Act of the Indian Legislative Council received the assent of the Got General 
on the 6th March 1018, and is hereby promulgated for general information -— SSerees : 


Acr No. III or 1918. 


An Ack to provide for the levy of a cess on indigo 
exported Jeon British India, 
‘Warnzas it is expedient to provide funds 
for the promotion of research if the interests of the 
indigo industry in India ; ' 
‘And whereas for this purpose it is expedient to 
Jevy a cess on indigo produced in India and export- 
; It is hereby enactod as 
: 








ed from British 1 
follows : 
1. (f) This Act may be called the Indigo 
cA wii end aie. Com At 19185 Mad 
mencement. a 


(2) Te shall come into force on the first day of 
April, 1918, 

2. (2) There shall be levied and collected on 

Tmporition of duty all indigo produced in India 
on oxporis of indigo and exported from any cus- 
sna preation thee -foms-port to any port be ond 

i the limits of ‘Batish india 
or to Aden a cess at the rate of one tupee per 
maund of 82} pounds avoirdupois = 

‘Provided that, where any preparation of indigo 
mixed with any other substance for use as a dye is 





id 





so exported, the cess shall be levied on Such propor- 
tion of the {otal weight ‘of such preparation as 
the'Governor General in’ Couneil may determine 
by rule under this Act. 


(2) In this seotion the expreseion “custome-port” 


has the same meaning as in the Sea Customs Act, VIII of 1878. 


1878, and the cess levied shall be deemed to be a 
customs-duty for the purposes of section 6 of 
the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, 

B. The proceeds of the ecss vollected under this 
_iaiono 0 Act shall be applied to mest 


is of cons, the cost of such measures as 
the Governor General in 

Council may consider it advisable. to take for 
romoting research in the interests of the indigo 
industry in India. ° 
4, The Governor General in Council may make 


Piet te wale rules: ynles consistent with this 
Act, 


(a) for regulating the method of assessing, 
‘levying and collecting the cess ; 

(@) for prescribing the particular purposes to 
which the cess may be apobels aid 

(¢) generally for carrying out the purposes 
of this Act. ‘ 





A. P, MUDDIMAN, 
Secretary t0 tho Government of Indsa. 


VIII of 694. 





ae 



















Senay arama Tag yaad 


ant VJ 
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‘: GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
. ” LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 
aera oe 
‘The following Act of the Indian Legislative Council seceived the assent of the Governor General 
on the 6th March, 1918, and is hereby promulgated for general information :— hae 
: 
. . 
Act No. IV or 1918. 
An de farther acd the Tutian Coinage det Nice cin, soil atthe Mint tx 
| Wxanis i is expedient further: to. amend the | tHe Governor Generel io Comncil, namely += two- 
10 1906,- ‘Tndian Coinage Act, 1906; It is hereby. enacted | *°%* Picco and a one-one piece. 
as follows :— 5, In eotim 7 of the said Act, for the words 
1, (Z) This Act may be called the Tndian | , Amendmont of soo, ‘one-anna pieoo shall. be 
sinc tils exticom. Covongo (Amendment) Act, | 0%. %o Act Il of sixty. grains’ Troy,” the 
‘gieeiainnne 1918. 1906, words “ two-anna and one- 
‘ Saaieen . anna pieces shall be ninety and sixty grains Troy, 
(2) Tt shall come into foroe on such date as | resrectively,” shall be substituted. 
the Governor General in Council may, by notifi- bad eae ag 
cation in the Gazette of India, direct. 6. In su spite ¢ ne rege hth : e crs 
tof 1909, 2+ In section 4 of the Indian Coinage Act, 1906 eee oP aticeapes aia)L "DAT ents. 
Aweniment of seq, (hereinafter referred to as | 1900, ea 
asian act a pr pete ent words | 7, For section 18 of the said Act, the followin 
rupee, or two-anna piece” ehall be omitted. Substitution of new — shall be substitaters 
@, Tn wubveection () of wection 5 of the eaid | fan sjurotine 
‘Amendwent of ‘eo. Act, for the third and fourth 
tion 6, Act LI of items in the table annexed | «13. ‘The two-anna and one-anna nickel coins 
1908. to the proviso, the following pees Se, 
shall be substituted, namely :— 2Stoeal in whpolin( eDOethed tn: vection Bi shall 
a su 5 Ad egal tender, bea wey tee in payment 
oron account for any sum 
” Sa Three. i th f eight 
quien | adn, | toneiian | hee ea 
ca 8, Nothing in this Act shall apply to silver 
4. For weotion 6 of the said Act, the following | Saving of the pro- two-anna pieces which may 
ibcitaiatiea st! sue On shall be eubstituted, | vistow et ‘Act IIL of have been iesued prior to the 
section for __ seo- namely :— 1606 in respect of silver commencement of this Act, 
ier ? two-anna pi the iat, of 
= ton 6, Act LIT of and the provisions of the 
1906, said Act shall apply to them as if this Act had 


not been passed. — 





A. P, MUDDIMAN, 
SgoretdPy to the Government of India, 





5 GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, 


‘The following Act of the Indian Legislative Council received’ the as:ent-of the Governor General 
an the 6th March 191%, and is hereby promalgated for general information :— : 


Act No, V or 1918. 


An Act to amend the law to provide for the ad= 
ministration of criminal justice at Aden, 
Wurnreas it is expedient to amend the law to 
provide for the administration of criminal justice 
‘at Aden ; Itis hereby enacted as follows — 
1. This Act may be called the came sewer 
‘Aden (Amendment) Act, 
gine eee LTO 9 
Q, After section 22 of Act II of 1864 (dn 
Insertion of now provide for the 
section 22A in Act administration of civil and 
TI of 1864, criminal justice at Aden) 
fueceiastiar referred to as the said Act), the 
following section shall be inserted, namely :— 
“29h. 








(2) The Governor of Bombay in 
Council may appoint any 
bore Resident to be an 
‘Additfnal Sessions Judge. 


Power to i 
Additional — Sessions 
Judge. 





(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act, an 
Additional Sessions Judge shall exercise the same 





id 





criminal jurisdiction as is conferred by this 
Act on the Resident, and the provisions of this Act 
regarding criminal procedure shall apply to him 
in tho same way and to the same extent as ther 
do to the Resident. 


(8) An Additional Sessions Judge shall try only 
such cases and appeals as the Resident by general 
or special order may direct him to try. 


(4) Nothing im section 19 of this Act shall 
apply to cases tried by or the proceedings of an 
Assistant Resident when exercising the powers of 
a Court of Session.” ! 


8. In section $1 of the said Act, after the 

‘Amendment of sec: words “Court of the Resi- 
tion Bl, Act II of dent”, wherever they 
1864. occur, the words “and the 
Court of the Additional Sessions Judge” ehull be 
inserted, and for the words “said Goart 2” the 
words “said Courts ”’ shall be substituted, 


Pc de scans 


A. P, MUDDIMAN, 
Sceretary to the Government of Indias 
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PART V. 
Acts of the Indian Legislative Council assented to by the Governor General, 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 





The following Act of the Indian Legislative Council received the assent of the Governot 
General on the 19th March, 1918, and is hereby promulgated for general information :— 


Acr No. VII or 1918. . 
THE INDIAN INCOME-TAX | Srctioxs. 
ACT, 1918 (VII OF 1918). —__®. Income derived from business 


10. Professional earnings. 
seni | 


; | 11, Income derived from other sources. 
i” CONTENTS, 12, Exclusions of a general nature. 





18, Treatment of exemptions and exclaions in 
determining total income. 


14, Taxable income and levy of tax thereon, 


Preawnis, 


CHAPTER II, 


CHAPTER I. Drnvertons ano Assxssunyt. 





15, Payment,  @ 


‘Taxa jase, 16. Annual return, 


8, Application of Act. 


joultural inéome, 
of income chargeable to inco 


7, Interest on securities, 
8. Income derived fi 








F Adjustment with actual income when as 
certained, 


|, Notice of demand, 





RS 5 57 
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— 
Sucrioxs: CHAPTER VI. 
22, Hearing of petition, Rervnps 70 SHAREHOLDERS AND OTHERS, 
28, Power of review, 
Szorions. 


24, Penal assessment. ee. 
25, Tnoome escaping assessment assessable in j= 57. secretin ef oetarenc eet partne 


following year. 
26, Rectification of mistake. 38, Limitation of claims for refund. : 


27. Power to take evidence on oath, ete, | 











28, Powor to call for information. ° 
‘ CHAP a 
20, Power to inspect the register of membérs TEE Wi ; 
of any company. Orrexces anv Penatrins. ° 


39. Puilure to make payments or deliver 
returns or statements or allow inspection. 


40, False statement in declaration. 








m CHAPTER 111. 41, Prosecution to be at instance of Collector. 

. 42, Disclosure of information by public servant. 

Summany ASSESSMENT. ncaa 
30, Summary assessment. yo GHAPTRE YH 
Miscutrannous. 
48, Power to make rules. 
CHAPTER IY. |. 44. Power to make exemptions, ete. 
LiawiLirY IN SPECIAL CASES, 45, Receifits and their contents. 

$1, Guardians, trustees and agents. 46. Service of notices. 
82. Courts of Wards, ete. AT. Power to declare principal places of buei- 
33, Non-residents. ness. ® 
$4. Agent to include persons treated as such, | 48, Indemnity. 


49. Powers exerciseable from time to time. 


| 50, Delegetion of contain’ powers of Local 
* Government. 

CHAPTER V. 51, Statement of case by Chief Revenue- 
authority to High Court. 


52. Bar of suits in Civil Court. 





Recovery or Tax. 


85, Tax when payable. ; 
38, Mode and time of recovery. | 68. Repeal. 





SCHEDULE 1—Rares or Tax, 
SCHEDULE 11—Ratws oy Raruny. 
SCHEDULE 111—Enacriants Rurnates. 








Pant V J 


dn dot to consolidate and amend the law relating 
to Income-tes,  @ 


‘Wusness it is expedient to consolidate and 
amend the law relating to Income-tax; It is 
aaereby enacted as follows :— 

extent de (2) This Act may be 
a ae en eallod, the, Indian Tnobinee 
tax Act, 1918 5 

(2) It extends to the whole of British India, 
including the Sdithal Parganas, aud applies also 
within the dominions of Princes and Chiefs in 
India in alliance with His Majesty to British 
subjects in those dominions who are in the service 
of the Government of India or of .a local 
authority established in the exercise of tife powers 
of the Governor General in Council in that behalf, 
and to all other servants of His Majesty in those 
dominions; and 

(8) It shall come into force on the first day of 
April’ 1918. 


Bon ttaiees » 2, In this Act, unless 


+" there is anything repugnant 
in the subject or context,— 
(2) “Agricultnral income” means— 

(@) any rent or revenue derived from land 
‘hich is used for agricultural purposes, 
and is either assessed to land-revenue or 
subject toa local rate assessed and collect 
ed by officers of Government as such ; 





() any income derived from— 
(®) agriculture, or 
(ii) the performance ,by a cultivator or 
receiver of rent-in-kind of any pro- 
cess ordinarily employed by @ cul- 
tivator or receiver of rent-inckind to 
render the produce raised or received 
by him fit to be taken to market, or 
(iii) the sale by a cultivator or receiver of rent- 
inckind of the produce raised or 
received by him, when he does not 
keep a shop or stall for the sale of 
such produce, or 
(iv) any building owned and oconpied by the 
receiver of the rent or revenue of any 
such land as is referred to in clause 
(0), or occupied by the cultivator, or 
receiver of rent-in-kind, of any 
land with respect to which or the 
produce of which, sny_ operation 
mentioned in sub-clauses (t#) and (iit) 

: is carried on: 

B Provided that the building is on or in 
the immediate vicinity of the land, 
and is a building which the receiver 
of the rent gr revenue, or the 

~ cultivator off@he receiver of the 
rent-in-kind, by reason of his con- 
nection with the land, requires"as a 
dwelling-house, or as a@fgre-hor 


or other out-building ; ~ 

“ Assesseo” means a person by \, 

ome-tax is payable, and includes a firm 
Hindu undivided famil; 


(8) “Business ” 
manufactu 
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(4) “Chief Reyenue-authority”” means the 
Board of Revenue or the Financial Commissioner in 
Provinces where those authorities exist, and 
in any other case such authority as the Local 
Government may declare to be the Chief Revonue- 
authority for the purposes:of this Act ; - 

(5) “Collector” includes any officer whom the 
Local Government may appoint to exercise or 

form all or any of the powers or duties confer- 
red by this Act on a Collector, and means in rola~ 
tion to any areeasee carrying on business, the Col- 
lector.of the place where the principal place of 
business of such assessee is situste, and in rela- 
tion to any other assessee the Collector of the place 
where auch assessee resides. 





(6) ‘Commissioner ” includes any officer whom 
the Local Government may appoint to exercise | 
or perform all or any of the powers or duties 
conferred by this Act on a Commissioner ; 

(7) Company ” means a company as defined in 
the Indian Companies Act,-1918, or formed in pur- yyy 
suance of an Act of Parliament or of Royal 
Charter or Letters Patent, or of an Act of the 
legislature of a British possession, and includes 
any foreign association carrying on business in 
British India, whether incorporated or not, and 
whether its principal place of business is situate in 
British India or not, which the Governor General 
in Council may, by general or special order, dec- 
lare to be a company for the purposes of this Act ; 

(8) “Local authority ” includes any person 
legally entitled to the control or management 
of any municipal or losal fund ; 

(9) “Magistrate” means a Presidency Magis- 
trate or a Magistrate of the first class, or a Magis- 
trate of the second class specially empowered by 
i Local Government to try offences against this 

ct 5 


(10) Prescribed ” means prescribed by rules 
made under this Act ; 


(1) “Previous year ” means the twelve months 
ending on the 81st day of March next preceding 
the year for which the assessment is to be made, 
or, if the accounts of the assessee have been made 
up within the said twelve months in respect of a 
year ending on any date other than the said Slst 
day of March, then at the option of the assessee 
the year ending on the day on which his accounts 
have so been made up : 


Provided that, if this option has ‘once beem 
exercised by the assessee, it shall not again be 
exercised so as to vary the meaning of the expres- 
sion “previous year” as then applicable to such 
assesseo, except with the consent of the Collector 
and upon such congitions as he may think fit. 


(12) “Principal officer,” used with referenee to 
a local authority or 2 company or any other public 
y association not being a local authority or 

, means — 








(«) the secretary, treasurer, manager or 
agent of the authority, company, body 
oF association, or 

() agy person connected with the authority, 
a ny, body or association upon 

hom the Collector has served a notice 





of 191; 








IX of 1897. 


| of tie. 
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of his intention of treating him as the 
principal officer thereof ; and 
(18) otal income” means total income from 
all sources to which thie Act applies, 


CHAPTER I, 


Taxapir Income. 


8. (2) Save a haiti provided, this Act 

shall. app! all income 
Arplicaion of Ach fromm whatever, sontee it it 
derived if it accrues or arises or is received in 
British India, or ie, under the provisions of this 
‘Act, deemed to accra onarise or to be received 
in Britich India, 

(2) This Act shall not apply to the following 

ses of income :— 

(#) Any inpome derived from property held 
under trust or other legal obligation 
wholly for religious or charitable pur- 
poses, and, in the case of property so 
held in part only for eucls purposes, the 
income applied, or finally set apart for 
application, thereto. 

(4) Any income of » religious or charitable 
institution derived from voluntary 
contributions und applicable solely to 
religious or charitable purposes. 

(ids) ‘The income of Local authorities. 

(é) Totexest’on securities which are held by, 
or are the property of, any Provident 
Fund to which the Provident Funds Act, 
1807, applies, or any Provident Ineur- 
ance Society to which the Provident 
Insurance Societies Act, 1912, 
but for an exemption under tha 
would be, applicable. 

(©) Any capital sum reveived in commutation 
of the whole ora portion. of a pension, 

or in the nature of consolidated compen- 
sation for deatb or injuries, or in pay- 
ment of any insurance policy, or as the 
accumulated balance at the credit of a 
subscriber to any such Provident Fund, 

(vi) Any special allowance, benefit or perquisite 
specifically granted to mest expenses 
wholly and necessarily-ineurred in the 
performance of the dati of an office or 
employment of profit. 

(vii) Legacies. 

(viit) Any receipts not being receipts arising 
from business or the exercise of a 
profession, vocation, or occupation, 
which are of a casual and non-recurs 
ring nature or not by way of 
addition to the remuneration of an 
employee. : 

(ix) Any perquisite or benefit which is 
money nor reasonably eapable 
converted into money. 

In this sub-section “ charitable purpose” includ 
relief of the poor, education, medical relief ang 
the advancement of any other objept of genera 
pablic utility. 

4, Agricultural income shall not be\whargeable 

. to income-tax, 









or, 
‘Act, 



















&. Savegs otherwise provided by this Act, the 
Classes of income following classes of income 
chargeable to income: shall be chargeable to 
tar, income-tax in manner 
« 


hereinafter appearing, namely— 
(Ratan et 
(ii) Taterest on securities. 
(Gis) Income derived from house property, 
(Ge) Income derived from,business, 
(0) Professional earnings, 
(i) Income derived from other sources, 


G. (1) The tax shall be payable by an assesseo 
swlartes. under the head “Salaries ’”” 
: in respect of any salary or 
wages, any annuity, pension or gratuity, and any 
fees, commissions, perquisites or profits received by 
him in lieu of, or in addition to, any salary or 
wages, which are paid by or on behalf of Govern 
ment, local authority, acompany, or any other 
public body or association wot being a looal 
authority or company, or by or on behalf of any 
private employer where such employer has entered 
into an agreement with the Collector in accord- 
ance with the prescribed conditions to recover the 
tax on bebalf of Government, provided that the 
tax shall not be payable in respect of — 


(i) any galary not exceeding five hundred rupees 
bod mensem received by any member of 
is Majesty’s Forces, or of His Majesty's 
Indian, Forces, as the pay of an appoint- 
ment which is ordinasity reserved exclu- 
sively for'members of those Forces ; or 
(#4) any sum deducted under the: authority of 
Government from the ealary of any 
individual for the purpose of securing 
to him a deferred annuity or of making 
provision for his wife or children, pro- 
vided that the sum. so deducted dat 
not exceed one-sixth of the salary. 


(2) Any income which would be chargeable 
uur this head if paid in British India. sbell be 
deemed to be so chargeable if paid to a British 
subject or avy servant of His Majesty in any part 
of India ‘by Government or by Iocal authoxy 
established by the Governor General in Council, 


7. The tax shall ser ee! by an aseessee under 
Interest on securities, the head “Interest on. seo 
, tities” in respect of 
interest receivable by him on any security. 
Government of India or on debentures 
securities for mouey issued by or on beh 
focal authority or a company's 

Proyided that no tax shall be payable on the 
interest receivable py any security of the Govern- 
ment of India is yor declared to be income-tax 















shall be payable by an assesscp nnder 
eS in hhsal “Instone 
from house property 
pect of the don fide 

house property of which he is the 

ject < NE sowing allowances, 


~ 
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bear the cost of repairs, a su yaal to 
revit et 9 ag 


where the property is in the occupation 

of a tenant who has undertaken to bear 
the cost of repairs, the difference be- 
tween such valueand the rent paid by the 
tenant up to but not exceeding one-sixth 
of such value ; 





(iii) the amount.of any annual premium paid 


to insure the property against risk of 
damage or destruction ; 

° (i) where the property is subject to a 
mortgage or charge or to a ground rent, 
the amount of any interest on” such 

= mortgage or charge or of any such 
ground rent; 


(«) any sums paid on account of land-revenue 
in respect of the property ; 


(vi) in respect of “edllection charges, a sum 
not excseding the preseribed maximum, 


(vit) in vespect of vacancies, such sum as the 
Collector may determine having regatd 
to tne circumstances of the case. 


For the purposes of this section and section 9 
the expression * annual value” shall be deemed to 
mean the sum for which the property mjght rea- 

© sonably be expected to let-from year to year : 


Provided that, where house property is in the 


‘oceupation of the owner, such sun shall for the | 


purposes of this section be deemed not to exceed 
fen per cent. of the aggregate ineome of the 
owner. 


®. (1) The tax shall be payable by an nsceseee 

oi srslar tue bed. Encoine Ue: 
rived from. business ” in re- 
spect of the profits of any 
Viontouae eteitd on" bis. 


(2) Such profits shall be computed after male 
ing the following allowances, in respect of sums 
pai o, in the case of depreciation, debited, name- 


Tnesine derived from 
business, 





(@ any rent paid for the premises in which 
mach bacinest,in. oarcied” ony” or where 
the premises, ara owned by the ‘asscesce 
the bond. fide sauual.‘valus thereof, 
provided that when any substantial part 
of the premises is used as a dwelling. 
house by the assessee, the allowance 
under this clause sholl be. such eam 
aa the Collector may’ determine having 
regard to the proportional part. so 
used 5 
(2) in remot of reps WMre tho assesses 
is the tenant only of the premises, and 
has undertaken to bear the cost’ of such 
amprepairs, the amount actually 
eon, provided that if any 
I part of the premises is used by 
assessee as a dwelling-house, w pro 
tional part only: o 
bellowed; 













te” : . 














‘THE CALCUTTA GAZETTR, APRIL 10, 1918. 5 Talat 

















(iv) in respect of insurance against risk of 
damage or destruction of buildings, 
machinery or plant, used for the pur- 
poses of the business, the amount of 
‘any premium paid; || 

(e) in respect of current rains to buildings, 
machinery or plant, the amount actually 
expended thereon ; 

(vi) in reepeot of depreciation of such build- 
ings, machinery’ or plant being the pro 
perty of the assessee, a eum not exceed- 
ing a percentage on the original cost 
thereof to the antorace to be fixed, sub- 
ject to the approval of the Governor 
General in Council, by the Local 
Government for different classes of 
buildings, machinery or plant. hav- 
ing regard to the estimated life thereof, 
in determining which it shpil be assum- 
ed that current repairs ‘are executed 
from time to time ; 

Provided that— 

+ (a) no. such allowance shall be made 
unless the amount claimed has 
actually been debited in the ordi- 
nary accounts of the business for 
the previous year, and the pre- 
scribed particulars have been duly 
fornished ; 

(2) when in any year the full allowance 
admissible has not been claimed, 
the balance may be added to the 
allowance made for the following 
year or years 5 

() the aggregate of the allowances 
made under this sub-head either 
under this Act or any Act re- 
pealed thereby shall, in no case, 
exceed the original cost to the 
aseessee of the buildings, machi- 
nery or plant, aathe case may 


be 

(vii) in respect of any machinery or plant 
which has been sold or discarded as 
obsolete, the difference between the 
original cost to the assessee of the 
machinery or plant as reduced by the 
aggregate of the allowances made in 
respect of depreciation under clause (04), 
and the amount for which the machinery 
or plant is actually sold, or its scrap 
value. 

(etii) any sums paid on account of Jand-reve- 
nue, loval rates or municipal taxes in 
respect of the prémises ; - 

(2) in respect of RY expenditure (not bein, 
in the natike of capital expenditure 

incurred solely for the purpose of earn- 

ing such profits. 









‘he tax shall be payable by an assessee 
Mervin, der the head * Professional 

' earnings” in respect of the 
of any profession, or vocation, followed by 





(2) Such pypfits shall be computed after make 
ing allowance V3 any expenditure (not being in the 


nature of capital expenditure) incurred golely for the 
of Buch profession or voo provided 
Bey all be mad? |. Saonn 













TX of 1897, 


Y, of 1013, 
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Professional fees paid in an: of India 

to oe ordinaril, aie BY Batis India 
be deemod to be income chargeable under 
this head. 
11. (1) The tax shall bo payable by an assossee 
Income dorived from under the head “Income 
other sources. derived from other sources ’” 
in respect of income aud profits of every kind 


and from every source to which this Act applies | 


(if not included under any of the preceding heads) 
with the exception of agricultural income. 

(2) Such income and profits shall he computed 
after making allowance for any expenditure (not 
being in the natute of capital expenditure) incurred 
solely for the purpose. of making such income or 
earning such profits, provided that no allowance 
shall be made on account of any personal expenses 
of the assessee. 

12, (1) In computing the amount of the in- 

come chargeable to income- 
tax in the case of an sssessee 
under any of the foregoing 
heads, no account shall be taken of any income 
which the assessee enjoys asa member of a com- 
any or of a firm or of an undivided Hindu 
‘amily where the company, the firm or the family 
is liable to the tax. 

(2) There shall also be excladed from the 
computation any sum paid by the assessee to effect 
an insurance on his,own life or on the life of his 
wife or in respect of a contract for a deferred 
annuity on his own life oron the life of his wife 
oras a contribution to any provident fund to 
which the Provident Funds Act, 1897, applies, or 
to any provident fund which complies with’ the 

vovigions of the Provident Insurance Societies Act, 
Jo12, or has boon exempted from the provisions of 
that Act : 

Provided that the aggregate of any sums 80 
excluded shall not, after taking into account any 
exemptions allowed in respect of like provision 
under the head “ Salaries ,” exceed one-sixth of 
the income of the assessee which would, apart 


Exclusions of a gone- 
ral nature, 


from such exclusion and exemption, be churgeable | 


to income-tax. 

13. In computing the total income of an asses- 

see for the purposes of Sche- 

trot creak, dule T, salaries and deduc- 

ions and exclosions in 

‘mining total in- tions exempted under the 

, proviso to section 6 (2), in« 

come mentioned in section 12 (1), and sums ex- 

‘eluded under section 12 (2) shall be taken into 
account. 

14, (J) The aggregate amount of an assessee’s 

ineome cl le under 
each of the heads mentioned’ 
in goctions 6 to 11 shall 
be the taxuble income of the assessee. 

(2) Subject to the conditions hereinbefore set out, 
there shall be levied in respect of tlle fiebadin 
ning with the first day of April 1918, 
of each subsequent year, by collections 
and subsequent adjustment as hereinafter 
income-tax upon every assessee in respect, 0 
taxable income in that year at the rate spe 
in Schedule I ; 








‘Taxable income and 
lovy of tax thereon. 











at, where the assests is a company 
pstituted under fa dF instrument 

© ‘specifying the individaal 

“| nd the tax 












com of firm is one thousand rupees per annum 
or upWards, incomeytax shall be levied at the 
maximum rate specified in Schedule I, 





CHAPTER II. 
Dapvorions ap Assxssurene, 
15. (!) Incomestax shall, unless otherwise 
precoribed in the oase of any 


security of the Government 
of India, be deducted at the *time of payment in 


Payment, 


respect of income chargeable under ‘the follow-, 


ing heads :— 
(i) “ Salaries ;” and 

(ci) “Interest on securities.”” 

(2) An eiaplayer ot other perton reaponsible 
for paying any income chargeable under the head 
“Salaries ” shall at the time of pease dednet 
ineometax on the amount payable at the rate 
specified in Schedule I in respect of such suount, 
provided tbat if the payment is a recurring one 
and in respect of any period. less than a year, the 
rate shall be determined with reference to the 
amount which would be proportionately payable 
in a year, The deduction so made shall be treated 
asa payment of income-tax on behalf of the 
person from whose earnings the deduction was 
made, and credit shall be given to him therefor 
in the next adjustment under section 19. 

(8) The person responsible for paying any in- 
come chargeable under the head “ Interest on 
securities ” shall, at the time of payment, deduct 
income-tax on the amount of the interest payable 


at the maximum rate specitied in Schedule I. . 


‘The deduction so made shall be treated as payment 
of income-tax on behalf of the owner of the 
security, and credit shall be given to him there- 
for in the next adjustment under section 19 ; 

Proyided that, if the owner of the security ob- 
tains arefund of any portionof the tax so deducted 
in accordance with the provisions of this Act, 
no credit shall be given for the amount of such 
refund. 

. (4) All sums deducted in. accordance with the 
provisions of sub-section (2) or (3) shall be paid 
within the prescribed time by the person making 
the deduction to the credit of the Governm@2t of 
India or as the Governor General in Council 
directs. 

(5) If any such person does not deduct ang 
the tax as required by this section, he sh 
out prejudice to any other consequences, 
may incur, be deemed to be personally 
in respect of the tax, ‘ 

(6) The power to deduct under this 
shall be without prejudice to any other mode o! 
recovery. & 

(7) In the case of income chargeable under any 


AY 
o 







other head than those above mentioned the tax _ 


‘asseasee direct, 

m assessed under this Ac y 

oo adjustment as aforesaid, 

‘16. The prescribed n in the case of “ever: 
‘chnal” Circuit office, and the 





hall 
te 





mn 
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within fifteen days from the Sist day of March 
in each year, deliver or cause to be deliver to the 
Collector, in the prescribed form, @ return in 
writing showing— ra 

co) the name, and so far as it is known the 

address, of every person who was receiv- 
ing on the said 81st day of March, or 
has received\daring the year ending on 
that date, from the authority, company, 
body, association or private employer as 
the case rifuy be, any income chargeable 
under the head “Salaries” of such 
amount as may be prescribed not. being 
less than six hundred rupees per annum ; 
(®) the amount of the income so received by 
each such person, and the time or times 
at which the same was paid ; 
(¢) the amount deducted in respect of income- 
tax from each such person, 
17. (f) Tho principal officer of every company 
shall prepare, and, on or be= 
,fore"the fifteenth day of 
June in each year, deliver or cause to be delivered 
to the Collector axeturn in the prescribed form 
and verified in the prescribed manner of the total 
income of the company during the previous year : 

Provided that the Collector may, in his discre- 
tion, extend the date for the delivery of the return 
in the case of any company or class’ of companies. | 

(2) In the ease of any person other than a com- 
pany whose taxable income is, in the Collector's 
opinion, not less than two oleers rupees, the 
Collector shall serve a notice upon him requiring 
him to furnish, within’ such period as may be 
specified in the notice, a return in the prescribed 
form and verified in the prescribed manner setting 
forth (along with sach other “particulars as may 
be provided for in the,notice) his total income 
during the previous year. 

(8) In the case of any person other than a 
company whose taxable income isin the Collector’s 
opinion one thousand rupees or upwards, but, less 
than two thousand <i the Collector may, if he 
thinks fit, serve upon him a notice in accordance 
with the provisions of sub-section (2), but if he 
does not do so; shall proceed in the manner herein- 
aftergmovided in Chapter III for the summary 
assessment of such incomes, 

18. (1) If the Collector is satisfied that a re- 
‘turn made under section 17 
is correct and complete, he 
the sum payable by the assessee for the 
ich the return is made on the basis of 


Return by astessees. 












is 


if the Collector has reason to believe that 
return made under section 17 is incorrect or 
incomplete, he shall serve on thegggrson who made 
the return a notice requiring Bim, on a date to 
be therein mentioned, either to attend at the 





+ Collector’s office and produce, or to cause to bo 


there priced for the inspection of the OF 
such its and documents as the Cou 
may. ‘and any evidence on which 


asseesce may rely in support of the zeturn, 
(3) On the day specified _j otice, 





total income of the assessee for the previous year 
and assess the sum payable, by the assesseo for 
the year in which the return is made on the basis 
of such determination, 

(4) If the principal officer of any Company or 
any other person fails to make a eae 
tion 17°(4), (2) or (8) as the case may. be, or 
haying made a return, fails to attend or fails to 
comply substantially with all the terms of a notice 
issued under section 18, sub-section (2), the 
Collector shall make the assessment to the best, 
of his judgment. ve : 

(6) The sum to be assessed in every case eliall be 
a sum calculated on the aggregate of the assosseo" 
income in the previous year chargeable under each 
of the heads mentioned in sections 8 to 11 at the 
rate applicable to his total ineome in that year. 

19. When the Collector has, in any year after 

the commencement of this * 








fan gg tzeoe with Act for which ineome-tax is 
seta’ ingome "he" Jeviable under seetion 14 (2), 


ascertained, either from the 
return made by an assessee or after further inquiry, 
the total income actually received by or accrued to 
the assesseo in the previous year, he shall compute 
the income-tax which would have been payable in 
respect thereof if it had been levied in such 
previous year with reference to the amount of 
the income so ascertained and the law then in 
force; and the difference between the sum s0 
computed and the aggregate of the sums already 
paid by or on behalf of the assesseo in respect of 
income-tax for such previous year shall be paid Ly 
or refunded to the assesseo as the case may be: 
Provided that no adjustment shall be made 
under the section in respect of any income-tax 
assessed or paid before the passing of this Act : 
Provided also that it shall be competent to— 
(a) an assessee ; or 
(v) in the case of the death or insolvency 
of an assessee, his representative in 
interest ; or 
(¢) with referenee to any year for which 
income-tax is leviable under section 14 
(2), the Collector ; 
in any year to claim an immediate adjustment 
to date of the sums already paid by or on bebulf 
of an assessee in that year, upon the basis of the 
total incume actually received by or accrued to him 
in that year ; and upon such claim being made, all 
the provisions of this Chapter shall apply so far as 
may be nec for the determination of the pro- 
per sum to be paid by or refunded to the assessee or 
his representative in interest in respect of income- 
tax down to the date of such determination, and 
the sume shall be paid or refunded accordingly. — 


20, When the Collagia: has determined yum 
be payable by an dssessee 
Notioo of demand. — nder either section 18 or 
g. hc shall serve on the assesseo @ notice 
the prescribed form specifying the 





















. (2) Any assessee objecting to the amount or 
rate at which he is assessed 

under section 18 or to an 
adjustment made under 
J section 19, or denying his 
liability to be assessed under this Act may, unless 
Ye or, in the ease of a company, the silygiral officer 

, has kpowingly and wilfully 


inst 
ment under this 





20 














a return under section 17 or Leap he to | 
comply with all the terms of a notice on | 
him under section 18, ~pply by petition to thi 
Commissioner for relief against any order of the 
Collector in respect of abs assessment or adjust- 
ment, 

(2) The petition shall ordinarily be presonted 
within thirty days of receipt of the notice of 
demand ; but the Commissioner may receive a 
petition after the expiration of that period if he is 
satisfied that the objector had sufficient canse for | 
not presenting it within that period, 

(5) The petition shall be in the prescribed form | 

_ and verified in the presoribed manner. | 
22, The Commissioner shall fix a day and place 
for the hearing of the peti- 
tion, and on the day and at 
the place so fixed, oron the day and at the place, 
@ any, to which ho hae adjourned the hearing, 
shall hear the petition and pass such order thereon, 
whether by way of confirmation, reduction, en- 
hancement. or cancellation of the assessment, or 
adjustment or otherwise and fixing such time for | 
payment, as he thinks fit. : 
23, The Chief Revenue-authority may, of its | 
own motion, call for the 
record of any assessment 
proceeding which has been taken by any officer 
subordinate to it, and make such inguiry and pass 
such orders thereon as it thinks fit : 


Provided that it shall not pass any order 
enhancing the sum payable by an assessee without 


Hearing. bim ot giving bis a reaocable opporin 
nity of being heard either in person or by pleades 


24, If the Collector or the Commissioner in | 
making any assessment of 

adjustment under this Chapter 

is eatistied that the assessee has conecaled the parti- 

culate of his income, or has deliberately furnished | 
inaceurate particulars of such income, and has 
thereby returned it below its real amount, the 
Collector or the Commissioner may direct that the 
assessce shall pay on the difference between his 
income as finally ascertained and the amount ori- 
guanlly Totecabl oy ssTATOaEGS Gls a rate asd 
exceeding double the rate which would otherwise 
haye been payable : 

Provided that no such otder shall be made unless 
the asseseee has been heard, or has been given a 
reasonable opportunity of being heard : 

Provided further that~no proseention for an 
offence against this Act shall be instituted in ree- 
pect of the same facts on which a penal assessment 
is made under this section. 


25, If for any reason income chargeable under 
this Act has escaped assess 

ment inGny year, or has been 
assessed at too low a rate, the 
Collector may, at any it 
the year next following, assess or re-assy 
income, and all the provisions of this 
apply accordingly, 

26. The Collector may, at any time within of 

Rectification of tuls- oe from the date of one. 
bake. lemand sade upon an asses~ 
see, rectify anyf\mistake in 
connection therewith which has been \jrought to 
his notice by gph assessee, und make a yefund to 
such it thereof, 











Hearing of petition, 


Power of review. 


Peal assessment. 








Income _ escaping 
ansessment ” ansessable 
in following yeur, 









—a 






87, The Collector or ‘Commissioner, shall, or 

© purposes of any inquiry 
Foner @ ake ov Tader thie Chapter, have 
‘ the same powers a8 


+ are 
vested in a Court under the Code of Civil Procedure, V 06 


1908, when trying a suit in respect of the follpw- 
ing matters :— 

(a) enforcing the attendance of any person 
and examining him on oath or affirma- 
tion; 

@) compelling the production of documents ; 
and 


(6) issuing commissions for the examination of ” 


witness ; 
and ary proceeding before a Collector or Commis- 
sioner under this Chapter shall be deemed to be a 


“ judicial proceeding ”” within the meaning of seo- XLV of 


tions 198 and 226 of the Indian Penal Code, 


28, The Collector or Commissioner may for the 
Power to call for ine “Purposes of this Act— 
formation, 7 3 

(2) require any petson to farnish a return, in 
‘the preseribed form, containing, to the 
best of his belief, the name and address 
of every person employed in his service 
who is receiving in virtue of. such 
ene any income not cl ble 
under the head “ Salaries ”, such 
amountas may he prescribed, not 
being less than six hundred rupees per 
annum ; 

(2) require .any’ firm or Hindu undivided 
family to furnish him with a return of 
the pattners in the firm or the adult 
male members of the family, as. the 
case may be, and of their addresses ; 

(8) require any person whom he has reason to 
believe to be « trustee, guardian, or 
agent to furnish him with a return of 
the names of the “persons for or of 
whom he is trustee, guardian, or agent 
and of their addresses, 


29, The Collector or Commissioner or any 

Power to inspect'the - person authorised in writing 
register of membersof in this behalf by the Collec- 
‘any company, tor or Commissioner, may 
inspect and, if necessary, take copies or cause eofues 
tobo taken’ of tho register of members of any 
company or of any entry in such register, 


CHAPTER III, 


‘Suaarany AssessuEN', 


BO. (J) In the case of persons hog taxable 

income is in the tor’s 
Sunimary smesemerf > orinion one thousand rupees 
or upwards, but less than two thousand rupees, 
the Collector shall, aye in eases in which he’ has 


eabypy*ite under section 17 (3), makeyc“s:um- 
/=2i2,ment on the income of such 4g 


t of his judgment, 3 
Notice of such summary assessment and of 
amount, of the farpoyable therennder and of 
he time and ich, and the person to 
such tax é je Yoshall be given either 
/ablication in t ‘i 


h | 
scribed € | 
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Provided that due publicity shall be given to the 
assessee’s right to apply to the Coljector in the 
manner provided for in the next sut@ection with 
the prescribed period, and that reasonable ae 
shall be gives of ihe place at which, and the 
person from whom, the assessee can obtain a form 

Nof return should he wish to submit one, 

(3) Any assessee in respect of whom a summary 
Pecos msde odor this section" may, 
within the prescribed period, apply to the Collec 
tor for the cancellation er revision of the assess- 
ment, and the Collector shall, after examining 
any accounts and documents and hearing any 

evidence whish the assessee may produce, and such 
other evidence as the Collector may require, deter- 
mine, by order in writing, the amount of the tax, 
if any, payable by the assessee, and such deter- 
mination shall be final : 

Provided that, if the person making the appli- 
cation’ files therewith a return of his income in 
the preseribed form and verified in the prescribed 
manner, the applicgtion shall be deemed to be a 
return under sgction 17, and shall be dealt with 
accordingly, 





CHAPTER IV. 
Lisivity IN SPRCIAL CASES, 


81, Inthe caso of any guendin, trustee or 


Guardians, trustees agent of any person being 
and agente. a minor, lunatic or idiot or 
residing out of Brit India (all of which persons 






are hereinafter in this sectién inclnded in the term 
beneficiary) being in receipt on bebalf of such bene- 
ficiary of any income chargeable under this Act, the 
tax shall be levied upon and recoverable from such 
ian, trustee or agent asthe case may be, in 
Eke manber and to the same amount.as it would be 
evisble upon and recoverable from any such bene- 
fichury if of full age, sound mind, or resid®nt in 
British India, and in direot receipt of such income, 
‘and all the provisions of this Act shall apply 
accordingly. % 
2, Intho come of income chargeable under this 
‘Act which is receivéd by the 
wo Cournot Wardh 8. Coucty of Wards, the Ad- 
ministrators-General, the Official Trustees or by 
any xeceiver or manager (including any person 
whatever his designation who in fact ‘manages 
ty on behalf of another) appointed by or 
jar any order of a Court, the fax shall be levied 
‘and recoverable from such Court of Wards, 
inisteator-General, Oficial ‘Trustee, receiver 
Moanager inthe like manner and to the same 
‘amount as it would be leviable upon and recoverable 
from any person on whose behalf such income 
in received, and all the“@Povisions of this Act 
shall apply accordingly. 













33. (1) Inthe case of any 
sueridents, out of British’ 
fits or gains 
to such peron, whether directly 0} 
ly, through or fro it 
ritish. Indi tod 
accruing or arising India, and shal 









the name of the 
ll be 

















Provided that any arrears of tax may be 

recovered: also in accordance with the provisions 

of this Act from any assets of the non-resident 

Porson which are, oy may at any time come, within 
ritish India. 

(2) Where a person not resident in British 
India, and not being a British subject or a firm 
or company constituted within His Majesty’s 
dominions or a branch thereof, carries on business 
with a person resident in British India, and it ap- 
pears to the Collector or the Commissioner, as the 
case may be, that, owing to the close connection 
between the resident and the non-resident person 
and to the substantial control exercised by the 
non-resident over the resident, the course of busi« 
ness between those persons isso arranged, that 
the business done by the resident in pursuance 
of his connection with the non-resident produces to 





“the resident either no profits or lese than the grd> 


ni fits which might be expected to arise in 
that unison) the profits derived therefrom or 
which may reasonably be deemed to have been 
derived therefrom, shall be chargeable to income- 
tax in the name of the resident person who shall be 
feemed to be for all the purposes of this Act the 
assessee in respect of euch income-tax + 


84, Any person employed hy or on behalf of 

Agent to include por- on residing out of Brit 
sous treated as such. india or having any business 
connection with such person, upon whom the 
Collector has caused a notice to be served of his 
intention of treating him as the agent of the 
non-resident: person shall, for the purposes of this 
Act, be deemed to be such ugent : 

Provided that no person shall be deemed to be 
the agent of a non-resident person unless he has 





had an opportunity of being heard by the Collector “ 


as to his liability. 


CHAPTER V. 
Recovery or Tax. 


85, The amount of income-tax specified as 
payable in a notice of demand 
under section 20 or an order 
under section 22, section 28 or section 24 or in a 
notice or order under section 3"), shall be paid within 
the time, at the place and to the person mentioned in 
the notice or order, or if a time is not so mentioned, 
then on or before the first day of the second month 
following the date of the notice or order, and any 
assessee failing so to pay shall be deemed to be 
in default, provided that when an assessee has 
presented a petition under section 21 the Collector 
may in his discretion treat the assessee as not 
being in defaulg as long as such petition is un 
disposed of. 


‘Tax when poyable. 


|. (2) When ‘an assesseo is in “default in 
‘and time of making» payment of income- 
} tax, the Collector, in his die 
cretion, may recover from hima sum not exoced- 
ing double the amount of the tax either as if it 
were an arrear of land-revenue or by any process 
enforceable for the recovery of an arrear of any 
aon ol or local rate imposed under any 

for the time being in force in 

i the 
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‘ (®) TE any assesses is in receipt of any income 
chargeable under the head “ Salaries,” the Col- 





(a) to deduct” and any tax as required 
“ ion 15 ses gow 86 (@) 5 


lector may require any person paying the same to (2) todeliver or cause to be delivered to the 

deduct from any payinent vcbosquen to tho, data Ru) ‘O-duivet or cause to be delivered, to the 

of such requisition any sum le ‘under sub- “mentioned in section 16, section 17, %. 
section (Z), and such person shall comply with any a meoene 98; 

such requisition and sball pay the sums s0 deduct- aes ’ 

ed to the oredit of the Government of India or as | (¢) to grant inspection or allow, copies to be 

the Governor General in Connoil directs, ie Rrra rece ool i 


(8) The Local Government may direct by what 
authority any powers or daties incident under any 
such enactment as aforesaid to the enforoement of 
any process for the recovery of a municipal tax 
or local rate shall be exercised or performed when 
that process is employed under sub-section (1) for 
the recovery of income-tax, 

(4) The Local Government may direct, with 
‘respect to any specified area; that income-tax shall | 

e* edhg recovered therein, with, and as an addition to, 
‘any municipal tax or local rate by the same person 
and in the same‘mannor as the ‘municipal tax or 
local rate is recovered, 

(6) Save in accordance with the provisions of 
section 38 (J), no proceedings for the recovery ,of 
any sum payable under this Act shall be coins 
menced after the expiration of one year from the 
ast day of the year in which any denand is made | 
under this Act. 


CHAPTER VI. 
‘Rerunps 70 SaaRewoLpuns AND OTHERS, 


Retand to individu! 87, If— 


shareholders, partners 
‘and owners of securities, 

(a) a shareholder in a company who has 
received any dividend from the com- 
pany,; oF 

ner ina firm on which income-tax 

been levied at the maximum rate, 
in accordance with the proviso to section 
14, who has received a share of the.pro- 
fits of the firm ; or 

(c) the owner of a security from the 

interest on which income-tax has been 

Aeducted in accordance with the pro- 

visions of section 15 ; 
satisfies the Collector that his total income in the 
previous year was Jess than any one, as-the case 
may be, of tho amounts specified in Schedule IT 
he shall be entitled toa refund of a sum caleulat 
on such dividend, share of profits or interest at 
the rates specitied in the same Schedule against 
each such amount, 


38. No claim to any refund under section 87 
shall bellowed, unless it 


() a 





Limitation of claims js made within one year 
eh re from the last day of oho 
year to which the claim relates, 





CHAPTER VII. 
Oprences anv Pxnaumzs, 
Failure to make pay- 30" If a p@son fails 
er 7 Without reasonal use OF 


ments or deliv: 
turns ts 














(@) to attend or to produce, or cause to be pro- 
Inced, on or before thé date mentioned 
in a notice under section 18, such 
accounts and documents as are referred | 
to in the notice, 
he shall,» on» conviction before a Magistrate, be 
punishable with fine which may extend to ten 
rupees for every day during which the default 
continues. 
40, If a porson makes a statement in a verificae 
Fal statement in, OH ne OWE 
or “setion. which is_ 
beeen false, and which he either + 
knows or believes to be false or does not believe to 
be true, he shall be deemed to have committed. the 
offence described in section 177 of the Indian 
Penal Code, 
41, (1) A person shall not be proceeded against 
Prosecution to be at for an offence under section 
instance of Collector, “89 or section 40 except af 
the instance of the Collector. < . 
(2) ‘The Collector may stay any such pro 
ceeding or compousid any such offence. 
42, All particulate contained in any statement 
Disclosury of mforma- or return made or furnish 
tion by public sorvant, ed under the provisions 
of this Act shall be treated as gonfidential, 
and if a public gervant discloses any partic 
culars contained in any statement or return made 
or furnished under this Act, he shall be punish 
ablegvith imprisonment which may extend to six 
months and shall also be liable to fine : 
Provided that no prosecution shall be insti« 
tuted under this section, except with the previous 
sanction of the Local Government, 


XLV of 
1860, 


y 


CHAPTER VII. 


‘MiscrttaNzovs, 


HS. (1) The, Governor General in 


may make rales for ei 
Powertomakerales. out the purposes of this AG 
and for the ascertainment and determination of 






any class of inc d may, subject to such 
pe ea, 2 GR 


ns as he may im 
jovernment the power to 


so far as regards the terri ‘ 


judice to the generality 
rules may— 


js derived in part from 
















of 1908, 


Parr Vi] 


THE CALCUTTA GAZETZE, APRIL 10, 1918, 


38 








(6) presoribe the manner. in whic and. the 
procedure by which the taxable inco 
Of Insurance Companies shall be arrived 
at; 


‘o preicribe the manner in which and the 
procedure by which the taxable income 
of persons not resident in British India 
or of persons deemed to be assesses in 
respect shereof, shall be arrived at ;' 
ovide for » system of composition of 

i) Edeaseriaite and prescribe the condi- 
‘tions under which the Collector may 
enter into composition with agséssees 
as to their assessment ; 

(e) prescribe the procedure to be followed on 
applications for refunds ; 

(f) provide for any matter which by this Act 
is to be prescribed, 


(8) Rules made *under this section shall be 
published in the Gazette of India or the local 
Official Gazette, as the caso may be, and shall 
thereupon have effect as if enactéif in this Act, 

44, The Governor General in Council may, by 

Power to make ex- - Dotification in the Gazette 
emaptions, ete, of India, make an exemption, 
reduction in rate or other modification, in 
respect of income-tax in favour of aly class of 
income or in regard to the whole or any part of 
tho income af any class of persons, 

45, When avy money is paid “ander this Act 

ic to the Gollector or is re- 
eet ta araraiede tates by-him, 
he shall give a receipt for the same, specifying 
the prescribed. particulars, 

48, A notice or requisition under this Act may 

served on 2800 

Bervio of woties.— thocin' named either by 
post, or by the delivery or tender to him of a 
copy of the notice or requisition in the manner 

ded by the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, 
for the service of summons. : 

47, (1) When an assessee has several places 

Power to declare Of business in territories 

‘ Places of subject to different Local 

Governments, the Governor 

General in Council may declare which of those 

places shall, for the purposes of this Act, be 
ad to be his principal place of business. 

When an assessee has several places of 

in the territories subjectato a single 

Government, that Government 


ewhich of them shall, for the of 
his Act, bo deemed to be his Gdeleel ace’ cf 


(8) The powers given iy Me eas may be 
ited to, and exercised bysgfab officers as the 


Governgr General in Council or the Lovalagin 
=~ may be, may appoir y 
Every person deducting, retaining or f 








ing any tax in pursuance }, 
Indemalty. the or fae 
belonging to another indemnified 
for the deduction, xetenti#h or payment 


49, All powers conferred by, or 
exercisoable under, 


tan this’ Act ©, 

‘from time totime, exercised from time Ww" 

a8 occasion requires, / y 
. A 

















50. The Leal Government may, by. notion: 
‘Delogation of tion in official 
pores ot Leal Goren, Gazette, delegato to the 
ment, Chief Revenue-authority all 
or any of the powers conferred on it by this Act 
for the appointment of officers to exercise -or per 
form the powers or duties of Collectors or Com- 
missioners and all or any of the powers conferred 
on it by section 36 and the proviso to section 42. 
51. (1) Ifin the conrso of any assessment 
Statement of caso by under this Act or any pro« 
Chief Revenuo-author- ceeding in connection there- 
ity to High Court, with other than a proceed- 
ing under Chapter VIT, a question has arisen 
with reference to thie interpretation of any: of the 
provisions of this Act or of any rule thereunder, 
the Chief Revenue-authority may, either on its 
own motion or on reference from gny Revenuc- 
officer-subordinate to it, draw up a statement of 
the case, and refer it, with its own opinion 
thereon, to the High Court, and shall so refer any 
such question on the application of the assessea 
unlebs it is satisfied that the application is 
frivolous or that a reference is unnecessary. 

(% Ifthe High Court is not satisfied that 
the statements contained in the case are suffi- 
cient to enable it to determine the questions 
raised thereby, the Court may refer the case 
‘back to the Reyenue-authority by which it was 
stated, to make such additions thereto or altera- 
tions therein as the Court may direct in that 
bebalf. 

(8) The High Court upon the heating of 
any such case shall decide the questions raised 
thereby, and shall deliver its judgment thereon 
containing the grounds on which such decision 
is founded, and shall send to the Revenue- 
authority by which the case was stated a copy of 
such judgment under the seal of the Court and 
the signature of the Registrar; and the Revenue+ 
authority shall dispose of the case accordingly, or 
if the case arose on reference from any 
Revenue-officer subordinate to it, shall forward a 
copy of such judgment. to such officer who shall 
dispose of the case conformably to such judgment. 


(4) Where reference is made to the High 
Court on the ‘application of an asscssee, costs 
shall be in the discretion of the Court, 


52, No suit shall be brought in any Civil 
Bar of suits in Civ Court to act aside or ‘modify 
Court. any assessment made under 
this Act, and no prosecution, suit or other pros 
ceeding shall lie against any Government officer 
for anything in good faith done or intended to 
be done under this Ac 
58, The enactments mentioned in Schedule 
é Til are hereby 
to tho extent specified in 
piolumn thereof : 
that such repeal shall not affeot 
ity of any person to pay any sum due 













im or any existing right of under an; 
essai canola: = if 
Provided, Mirther, that such repeal shall not 
affect the Soffer-tax Act, 1917, and any provisions 
of the saidaenactments which applied 
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SCHEDULE 1. zm , *scumpULE 10. 
(See section 14.) a ecu: 
Rates of Ta, ons sate es 
I, Whon the tasable income is less Wil, Enactmente Repeated. 
than Rs, 1,000, 
Ti. When the taxable income is 2 8 7 
‘Re. 1,000 or upwards :— , 
(@) When nthe aa sea is Tons 2) in tho Xo. PEER i 


(G) When tho total income ia Five pos tn the 
: a, 3000 oF upwards Moy 


(i) Wham the total tocome is Biz pi tn. the 
Za, 6,000 or upwards, rupee 


rae 
(Go) Whoo @ total income is Nine pies in tho 
Sls ankle op 
‘Re. 25,000. 
(@) When the total income is One anna in the 
‘Re. 26,000 or upwards. rupees ri 
SCHEDULE II, 
(See scetion 87.) 
Rates of Refund. 
Amount. Rofund, 
1, Low than Rx. 1,000 . —. One anna in the rupeo. 


2. x 1.000 os spar but Jats Bight poi the repen 

8. Big 200 oF upwards, ba ee Seven pies in the rapee. 

4. Ba, 6,000 oF upwards, but lows Six plop in tho rupee. 
ree ai e 


6, Bell ‘upwards, bot ‘Three ples in the rupee, 
a raat Serene eect 














xr 


Iv 


vu 








tax 
20, 


tax 


‘The Indian Income- 
‘tax Act, 1886. 


Indian Short 


The 
‘Titlos Act, 1897. 


e 


‘The Indian Income- 
‘Amondment) 


‘Tho Decentralization 
‘Act, 1914, 


‘The Indian Income- 


tax®(Amendmont) 


Act, 1916. 


The Indian Income- 
(Amendment) 
‘Act, 1917. 


to the IndianIn+ 
Act, 


come-tax: 
1886, 


“the whole. 


‘The whole, 





A. P. MUDDIMAN, 
Seeretary to the Goverament of India. 





Pass V), 
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The fo 
» on the 19th~ 


An det to amend the Indian Defence Foree Act, 


‘Wuunnas it is expedient to amend the Indian 
Defence Force Act, 1917 ; It is hereby enacted as 
+ follows :— > 

1, ‘This Act may be called the Indian Defence 
Short title. ae (Amendment) Act, 

2. In section 12 of the ee Die Force 
3 Act, 1917, the followin 
gchmentent of amendments shall be inal 

1917. namely :— 

(1) for sub-section {2) of that section, the 
following sub-seotions shall be substituted, 
namely — ~ “y 

“ (1) The Governor General in Council may 


197. 


f 1917, 





the Act. The 


- 
‘Phe 12th March, 1918. 


ad 


a) 


~~ 








a 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 





sng Act of the Indian Legislative Counoll received the assent of the Govertior’ General 
, 1918, dnd is hereby promalgatod for general information :— 


Aor No. VIII or 1918. 


constitutes in any local area corps or units for 
the enrolment in the Indian Defence Force for 
ral military service of persons other than 

‘ntopean British subjects. 

As) ‘When any corps or unit has been consti- 
tuted under sub-section (2), the Governor General 
in Council may, by notification in the Gazette of 
India, declare that, in any local area specified in the 
notification, persons other than Enropean British 
subjects who satisfy the presoribed conditions and 
offer themselves for enrolment, for general military 
service may, as long as the notification continues in 
force, be enrolled accordingly in such corps or unit 
in the presoribed manner.” 

(2) The existing sub-seotions (2) and (8) shall 
be renumbered (8) and (4). : 





STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 





of the Indian Defence Force Act, 1917 (ILI of i917), the enrolment ot 
Non-European British subjects was limited to « period of six months from tl 
period provided by the Act has expired. 
‘to enablo recruiting to be re-opened from time to time in specified areas. 


commencement 
Tb is proposed to amend section 12 


©. C, MONRO, — 
General, 


— * 


A, P, MUDDIMAN, 
Seorttary to the Government of India 


€s ae rT s 


‘y = cs 2h Sets ’ 
ee Pant V) _ PHBE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, APRIL 10} 1918. a7 
' a 
o > ceoprapuies 
‘ “ 9 > 4 
” - 
N 
° 
in GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 


LEGISLANIVE DEPARTMENT. 





—_ 


‘The following Act of the Indian Legislative Council received the assent: of the Goveynor General 
on the Sst Marcle 1918, and is hereby promulgated for general information :—~ 


Act No. IX or 1918. > 
‘An Act to consolidate and amend the law to (2) after the expiration of that period when 


é f aia he is servitig in any ‘place, and such 
provide for the apecial protection in respect of |. porviog has bemn iielatl'ey.stidoation 
civil and revenue litigation of Indian soldsers wre neha iad tla 


the Gazette of India to be service 


r under war conditions, 


sscrving wnder\war conditions, 


‘Wauneas it is expedient to consolidato and rf fi 
amend the law to provide for the spgeial protection | 4 1f tny Person preventing any plain applicar 
in ospect of civil and revenue litigation of Indian | seit olatnts, x alt = ap) agp reich oui 
foldiers serving under war ofuditions; It is | Sten ct apyail'to nay ‘adverse patty ie. oa 
‘hereby enacted as follows -— || Goust Indian soldier “Who is serve 

1, () This Act may be called the Indian 


be ealled th ing under war conditions, he shall state the fact 
‘Short title and extent. Sclien Citigation) Act, | 25 Saint, application or appeal 


stish India, |. ©» Tf the Collector has reason to bilieve that 
2) It extends to the whole of British India, reso to Y 

__ @), Tt exten rb Power of Collter any Indiatkeoldicr, who ondi- 

snceding British care Geis toe (Collect atily resides, or who has 
Definitions. + 


ee Indian property in his district 
Toe soldier, and who is a party to any 

oust” moans a:Civil or Revenue Courts | Droceading pending before any Coutts woable to 
‘Tndian soldier” means any person subject to | *ppear thereon, the Collector may certify the facta 







I of 191. the Indian Army Act, 1911; in the prescribed manner to the Court, 
‘ SPecoribed ” means prescribed by rales made | 6, If the Collector has certified, under section 
‘apnder this Act ; and sa Noto to bo given 8,08 ei the our baa seseon 
proceeding ”? i ‘it and appeal. in caso. of unroprosent- ve, an Indian. 
3 oer Saanae soldier | it elder” "soldier, who isa party to 







go th any proceeding pending befor unable to 
tan “gale shall be@Micemed to | be spp thereon, and itech soieris not represent 
muta be ed by any person duly authorised to appear, 
wercon- tions—= ae" pied oe ‘act on his behalf, such~ Court sgl ox: 
the proceeding and shall give notice theroof 
coe Prrtanae : tn the  preveribed manner to the prescribed 
(when he in srvig tof Tn, | pari receipt of notice under section 6, th 
(4) when ho is undengtags bo proceod | TO prescribed authority” ert 
bn field service) - Reeiement of fies in the presoribed manner 
to the Court in which the 
eedings pending that such soldier is serving 
war conditions, and. that a postponement 
he proceeding as against such soldier is neces- ° 
in tho intact of ution, exch Cour, shall 
erenpon one the pré ling as against such 
for tl ribed pei reg pope 
proffribed, for such periggage it thinks 


} 


the continuance of the at 
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os 


8, If, ctiacdseia hf wadbea catia weitea 3 the 
ik (wis prescribed authority ‘either 


proseed Gertifies that such  sgldier- 
hen no certificate ee is not serving tt 
conditions, or that sud 


w 
ceived within certain 
onement is not n or fails to certify, 
Te tks cane ot. 0 cldler sonbach Ieee Agee, 
in which the Court is situate, within two 
months or, in any other case, within three months 
from the date of the issue of such notice that such 
ment is necessary, tho Court may, if 

it thinks fit, continue the proceeding. 


8. When any document is produeed before 
any Court by or on behalf of an Indian soldier who 
De isa party to any proceeding 


of 5 3 
‘ot in such Court gt 
Propane erate Ga Aa 
that such soldier— 


ing Officer and to the effect 

(@) is on leave of absence for a” period not 
‘exceeding two months and is on the 
expiration of his leave to proceed on 
service out of India, or 

(8) ison sick leave for a period not exceeding 
‘three months and ison the expiration 
of his leave to rejoin his unit with a 
view to proceeding on service out of 
India, 


the Court shall postpone the proceeding as against 
such soldier in the manner provided in section 7. 


10. (1) In any proceeding before a Court in 
which a decree or order 


Power to sot side has been passed agai 


an! 


decrees Zea od Indian soldier whilst suc 
peel capi Serving S0ldier was serving under 


war conditions, such soldier 
may apply to the Court 
which passed the same for an order to set it 
aside, and, if he satisfies the Court that default 
after the Sth of, May, 1915, has Leen made in 
complying with the provisions of section 4 or 6 
the Court shall, or in any other case if the interests 
of justice require such a course, the Court, subject 
to such conditions (if any) as it thinks fit to 
ii may make an order setting aside the 
hes against such soldier ; 
Provided that— 

(@) avy such application shall be made with- 
in three months from the date on which 
such soldier ceased to serve under war 
conditions ; 

(®) no decree or order shall be set. aside on 


under war conditions. 


‘any. such application unless notice 
thereof has been served on the opposite 
party; and 











against such soldier only, it 
Seise ac agaitghall orsuy ol Ckopivies 
‘aguinst whom it has been made, 


isions of section 5 of the Indian }f 


(2) The ti 
Limitation Act, 1908, shall “apply to 
sans 


under this section, 
11, In computing the period of pre- 
Modifcation of lew  Sribed by the Indian Limit- 
of limitation in the tion, Act, 1908, or any Ix 
case of Indian soldier other ‘iaw for the time being + 
serving under war con- in force for any suit, aj val 


ditions. or application to 
in which the plaintiff, appellant or ay 
Ingian soldier, the time during which such soldier 
has been serving under war conditions, since the 
4th of August, 1914, shall be excluded. 
12, If any Court is in doubt ee for tho | 
ses of section 10 or 11, 
pe eto ogil Ey india eles “9 or as 
whether service was pt any icular time sery- 
under war conditions ing’ under war conditions, « 
oF not, it ‘may refer the point for 
the decision of the presoribed autliority, and the 
certificate of such authority shall be conclusive “ 
evidence on the point. 
18, The Local Government, after consulting 
i the High Court may, by 
Ralewaking powers —potifjcation. in the — local 
oficial ‘gazette, make rules— 
(a) prescribing the manner and form in which 
avy notice or certificate under this 
‘Act shall be given and_the authorities 
to whom guch notices shall be giver 
sad ‘hy Iwo te spews under this * 
‘Act shall be exercised ; 


@) the.period for ‘which proceedings or any 
Oise ct ribetiag mall te apok 
under this Act ; and 
(6) generally providing for any matters inci- 
dehtal to the purposes of this Act. 
14. ‘The Governor General in Council may, by 
power to aprly the Dotification in the Gazette 
provisions of amet of Todi dies, dot aller 
other persons in the any of the provisions of this 
service of the Crown, Act shall ly to at other ‘ 


clas of peaons inthe service of His Majesty spin 
ch 











fied in such notification in the same mani 
they apply to Indian soldiers, and npoy, 
notifieation such provisions shall app 
ingly. Wy 
* “Whe Indian Soldiers (Litigati 


ae 











dt Act alt ot 18 hereby rep 


neat eieeh tore 
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GOVERNMENT OF-INDIA; 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 





The following Act of the Indian Legislative Ccuncil received the assent of the 
Nadie: and He hereby, prowoalgetod does eneral tetoentatiba 1 


+ On the 22nd Maye 


Governor-General 


, Act No. X of 1918. 


-An Act to give additional powers to Courts to deal 
in certain cases with usurious loans of money or 
in kind, 


‘ 

‘Wunnras it is expedient to give additional 
powers to Courts to deal in certain cases with 
usurious loans of money or in ind; It is hereby 
enacted as follows yg~ ii 


: 1. () This Act may be called the Usurious 
a Short titleand extent. Loans Act, 1918. 


(2) Itextends tothe whole ¢£ British India, 
including British Baluchistan. 

(8) The Local Government may, by notitiea 
tion in the local official gazette, direct that it 
shall_not apply to any area, class of persons, or 
cliss of transactions which it may specify in’ its 
notification, 

2, In’ this Act, unless there is anythitg, 20 

ite pugnant in the subject or 
‘ rage srer context;-* 

(2). “Interest” means. rate of interest. and 
includes the return to be made over and above 
hat was actually lent, whether the same is 

ged or sought to a specifically by 
















interest or other 
“Loan” means a loan. 


money 
ind, and includes any koh is, 
opinion of the Court, ia sub r 
(8) “Snit to which thie Act applies means 
any suit,— 
2 (a) for the recovery o} made after 
is the commence: “i 
for the, enforeement of Sy 
taken or any agreement, wees 
way of settlement of account or 
wise, made, after the commences 
of this Act in Joan 
«Sieh te ae 
_ ment of thighKet- 
8. (d) Notwithstanding anythin 
. Reopening nf trane HEY ns 


XVIII of actions, 


I 













whether heard ex parte or otherwise, the Court 
has reason to believe,— 
(a) that the interest is excessive ; and 
(4) that the transaction was, as between 
the parties thereto, substantially unfair, 
the Court may exercise all or any of the following 
powers, namely, may,— 

(i) re-open the transaction, take an 
aceount between the parties, 
and relieve the debtor of all 
liability in respect of any exces~ 
sive interest, 

(i#) notwithstanding any agreement, 

. purporting to close previous 
dealings and to create w new obli- 
gation, re-open any account already 
taken between them and _ relieve 
the debtor vf all liability in respect 
of any excessive interest, and if 
anything has been paid or allowed 
in account in respect of such 
liability, order the creditor to 
repay any sum which it considers 
to be repayable in respect thereof ; 

(sid) set aside either wholly or in part 
or revise or alter any security 
given or agreement ‘made in 
selon of any loan, and if the 
creditor has parted with the secu 

rity, order him to indemnify the 

tor in such manner and to 

+ d@h extent as it may deem just : 

Provided that in the exercise of these powers 
urt shall not— 





rting to close 
and to create a new 
‘ion which has been entered into 
by the parties or any persons from 
whom they claim ata date more than 
uc years fromthe date of the trans- 





3 
thing which alfegjqany dectee of 
ourt, 4 Zz 
aiiost—In the et: tt 
fon series of tranMic 
Ci € f 








‘the transaction ’ means, for the pur- or supposed necessities of 

of proviso), the Geet of aula ie aus Gotasbu ee 

4 teapteg sch ke ‘as the same werd known, or must be taken 
(2) (a) In this section “excessive” means in ‘to have been known, to the oreditor. %. 
excess of that which the Court deems to ‘Bzplanation.—Interest may of itgglt 

be reasonable hay is be eu! evidence that a transaction 





take into account any amounts cl 


or 

paid, whether in money or in kind, for 

expenses, inquiries, fines, bonuses, premia, 

S or aay ar barges and if 

compound interest is cl |, the periods 

« at which it is calculated, and the total 

“ advantage which may reasonably be 

taker, to have been expected from the 
transaction, 


“ @Ib the question of risk, the 
A Court shall into account the pre- 
sence or absence of and the wilue 


thereof, the financial cundition of ‘the 
debtor and the result of any previous 
transactions of the debtor, by way of loan, 
80 far as the same were known, or must be 
taken to have been known, io the creditor. 
(@) In considering whether transaction was 
alaeaney: unfair, the Court shall take 
tanto seoonat al sicoumetances materially 
affecting relations .e parties at 
the time of the loan or tending to show 
that the transaction was unfair, including 





a oe 
(4) Nothing in this section shall affect the 
vighte of any transferee for value who satisfies 
the Court that the transfer to him was boad fide, 
and that he bad at the time of such transfer no 
notice of any fact which would have entitled the 
debtor as against the lender to relief under this 
section. 
For the purposes of this sub-section, the word 
“ potise’ shall have the same motuing as'is asctib- > 
ed to it in section 4.of the Transfer of. Property 
Act, 1882. TY of 18¢t) 
(5) Nothing in this seotion shall be construed 
as derogating ftom the existing powers or juris- 
diction of any Court. 
4, On any application relating to the admis- 


sion or amount of a proof , 
Inwolvonoy prooeod- of aloan in any insolvency 
tag. i ngs, the Court may 
Y exercise like powers as 
may be exercised under section 8 by a Court in a 
suit to which this Act applies. 


. 


A, P. MUDDIMAN, _ 
Secretary to the Government of India, 
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‘The followin, 
‘on the 22nd Mar 


‘ wr 


An Act further to amend the Indian Army Act, 
1911, 


‘Wuraxas it is expedient further to amend the 
Indian Army Act, 1011; It is hereby enacted 
as follows :— 

1, () This Act may be called the Indian Army 
’ Short title and*eom. (Amendment) Avt, 1918. 


mencement. 

(2) Itshall come into foree a such date as 
the Governor General in Councit’may, by notifi- 
cation in the Gazette of Indta, direct in this 


behalf, : 
2. In the Indian Army a Sot ga ee ya 
‘tation of referred to as the said Act), 
«Tolan foraative” Gor tho expresions “native ” 
inde Vitae 001. “hud “a natvo””- wherever 
they occur, the expressions. “Indian” and “an 

Tndian aball be substituted respectively. 
3. For sub-section (1) of section 6 of the said 
(ue the following. eub-see- 


Amendment of 
id BoE Act VIII of tion shall be substituted, 
19. namely. — . 
Oficors 40 exercise 6 (2), Whenever persons 


rege in certain subject t# this Act are 
serving— 
(a) out of India under an officer not subject 
to the ae ha of the Governor General 
re 


in Council, 
in India under Jae con 
military organization pot i 
specifically named" 
opinion of the Governor ‘me 
neil, not less-than a brigadé. 
the Governor General in.” il may ribe 
sn aoc, nter this 












the officer by whom the , t 
Act, may be eet 1 nding 
corps, divisi m 
a mich pereons, be exercised.”R. 
. ‘clanse (8) of section 7 of the sit "A 
following clause shall 
namely +— 






‘Amondment of 
~ tion of et Vill of substitu 
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| Amendment of se 
tion 27 of Act VIII of 


Ly 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 





‘Act of the Indian Legislative Council received the assent of the Governor Grenera)-< 
1018, and is hereby promulgated for general information -— — 


Aor No, XI or 1918, Na endl 


corre, division or brigade which is under the « 
and of an officer aubject to the authority of 
the Goverhor General in Council or, when on 
active service, an army, army corps, division or 
brigade under the command of an officer holding 

a commission in His Majesty’s land Forces.” 


5, In section 9 of the said Act, after the words 

‘Amendment of seo: “he shall sign” the words 

tion 9 of Act VIET of ‘and shall also cause the 

iil. person to sign” shall be 
inserted. 


6, In sections 14, 19, 21, 2% and 108 
“esas Uaiaabi SP 00k: the said Act, after 
— 4 ae 21 ay the word “ army ” the words 
ant o “ arm: col ” and in seo- 
Val} of W011, tion 102 of the ead Act 
after the word “army ” the words “or army 
corps ”” shall be inserted. 


7. To sub-section (2) of section 18 of the said 

Amendment of soe. Act, the following proviso 
tion 18 of Act VIII shall be added, namely :— 
of 1911, 

“Provided that, where any such person is 
sentenced to dismissal combined with any other 
punishment, such other punishment, or, in the 
case of a sentence of transportation or imprison- 
ment, a portion of euch other punishment, may be 
inflicted before he is sent to India.” 


8, After clause (j) of section 25 of the said 
‘Amondmont of co. Act, the following shall be 
fens ‘of Act VIII of added, namely :— 





or 


on oth avin commits any offence 
she property or person of any inhabitant 
Wodert in the country in which he is 
BEAL Y 

8. In clause (a) of section 27 of the said Act, . 
«after the word “causes” the 


® 






words sor conspires with 
case” 


1911. | any other persons 





a 


$9} 








10, After section 89 of the said Act, the jello 


Tpesrtion of newseo- ing section shall be inserted 
‘ton 39A in Act VIIL namely :— 
of 1911. 
“389A. Whoever heat i: ™ vies an 
inishable this Act or 
ici ca ea tae es AN 
be committed, and in such attempt does any act 
towards the commission’ of the offence. may, 
where no express provision is made by this Act 
for the panishment of such attempt, be punished 
with. the punishment provided in this Act for 
such offence.” 


‘Ameilinost of section 11, In section 48 of the 
48 of Act VIII of 1911. gaid Act— 


(1) in clause (0) for the words and brackets 
“(with or without solitary confinement),”’ the 


ts, words “either rigorous or simple” shall Le 
Pomebpritated ; 


ed ; 
(2) in clans»fs) for the words “any stated 
iod,” the wotds “a period not exceeding 
two snonths” shall be substituted; + 
(8) ‘after clause (9) the following clause shall 
be inserted, namely :— 


(gg) in the case of officers, reprimand 

or severe reprimand ;”” 
(4) in clause (#) - after sub-clause 
following sub-clause shall be added, name 
“(v) on active service forfeiture of 


yy and allowances for a period 
Bot eneseding three wonthe.” 


12, In seotion 47 of the said Act, after the 
ot ‘asetlowe.abinokets and letter “(/),” 
4 of of the brackets and letters 
= os EE (gg) ” shall be inserted 
18, In Chapter, VI after section 49 of the said 
Act, the following section 
shall be added, namely :— 





the 


Insertion of new sco- 
ton'49 A in Act VILL of 
191k. 


“49A. When any person on active service 
i Tak eiteegiconnt by oie 
se yin in the martial to dismissal or te 

nike ‘service, transportation or imprisou- 
ornasaae sant with Serine with 
dismissal or not, thy prescribed offieer may direct 
that such person may be retained to serve in the 


. Tanks, and where such person has been sentenced 


to transportation or imprisonment, such service 
shall be reckoned as part of his term of traus- 
portation or imprisonment.”” 

14. In soetion 50 of the said Act, after clause 


Amondmont of ‘section (¢), the following. clause 
50 of Act Vill of 1911. shall be inserted, namely :— 


* (ge) for every day on which he is if, hospital 

on. account of sickngs 

the medical officer att 

have been caused by 

or imprudence, such sum 

specified by order of the 

in-Chief in India :” 

45. In the proviso to section 74 of the sai 
‘of see, Act, after the words distri 

donteetaa Vine? coittmantial,” & 

ae “or on active 















‘16. After eub-action (0 — 86 of ‘the 
ai ¢ following sub 
Apendment bee section” shall. "be added, 
namely +— : 
“(6) A person ‘charged before a court- n 
martial with any offence under this in 





may be « found guilty of havi 
attempted to commit or of abetment 
that, offence although the attempt or 
abutment is not separately cl Bi 

17. In section 91 of the said Agt, for the words 

. rs ae “and of the peerien of fe 

sprssit such person,” the i . 
LOR ASH ILL OF 18UNy swords whall be substituted, £) 





namely :— 
“heenrolment of such person may be 
wed by the production of a copy of = 
jis enrolment paper pupering to: be 
certified to be a true copy by the officer 
having the custody of the enrolment: 
pers”? : 


Ams After seotion 91 of the eutd Act, the follow- 
aiaahes ‘new ing section shall be inserted, 


ot 
section 914 in Act namely — 
Vil of A911. 


“Q1A. (1) A letter, return or other docu: 
ment respecting the ser 
vice of any person in, or the 
3 dismissal or discharge of any 
person from, ‘wy portion of His Majesty’s Forces, 
or respecting the cixcumstanee of any person not 
having served in or belonged toany portion of His 
Majesty’s Forces, i® purporting to be. signed. by 
oron bebalf of the governor General in Council 
or the Commander-in-Chief in India or by any 
prescribed officer, shall be evidence of. the facts . 
stated in such letter, return or other document. 
(2) An army list or gavettp,-purporting to be- 
published by ‘authority Cra Me sane of the 
status and rank of the officers or warrant officers 
therein mentioned, and of any appointment held 
by such officers or warrant officers and of the 
corps, battalion or arm or branch~ of the service 
to which such officers or warrant officers belong. 
(3) Where a record is mado in any regimental 
book in pursuance of this Act or of any rules made 
thereunder or otherviise in “pursuance of milit 
duty, and purports to be signed. by the coun 
ing officer or by the officer whose duty. it 
make euth-record, evch reeardy shall be evidences 
of the f thereby si ted.) 
Om. any W¥d in ap, d 
wot i aT pre a 
by 
Aan by 


Presumption as to 
cortain documents, 











& 


Vig se custody of such 
idan eee 





"it. 


‘fourth lowing section bhall be 
r tion rane ket Viti inserted, namel; 
WP ot 19, e ‘ 
ba oi “99A, When any person subject {this Act 
ae stdnting 22. tied an Tew 
eae by court-martial| while on 
[eo Seip Saad board ship, the filing and 
= * senterive so far agnot con- 
f firmed and executed on hoard ship may bi 












emp had been tried at the port of disembark 



















being coirte a 

himeelf 

by, a police-officer not bel ‘ 

in ol of a police-station, a certifies _purport- 
ing Yo,be signed by such police-officemd stating 


i 
the date and place of such’ grender or 
bat uc shall be evidence of thim y 
stated.” ona 

19. In sab-section (1) of section|8 of the 
‘mendment of section Sid Act,— 
‘Act VIILof 1911, 
afte’ the words “convening 4 
“or if the convening officer 80 fre 


thority superior to the convenir 










in clauso (<) for the word * 
“‘ convening ” shall be substitute 


and executed in like manner as i 


21, After the proviso to section, !7 of the 


Amendment of section said Act, the fAhwing ah. 
ot of “Act VHT of viso shall added, 


namely — © 
« Provided further that on actiye sefice a sen 
fence of rigorous imprisonment may belarried out 


by confinement in suéh place as the o%er com- 
manding the forees in theMield may fron time to 
time appoint.”” . ' 








22. After section 108 of the said |Act, the 


Insertion of new see: following section shall be 
Mion, 1084 ta Act VII i ngerted namely 


+ “108Ay In every case in 4 ae sentence | 
Offenders sentenced to of transpo! 

travsportation how dealt “under this Ac der, 

with aniegrenaported. until he is tra 


dealt with in thé same manner as i 
imprisonment, and shall be deemed 


p undergoing hisgontence of trans] 
pom da: 

__fapter XE the 2b 
$F 





ent.’ 








yen rere. 


“APRIL 10, 101 


$8} 


section 112 of the said Act, the follow- 

Substitution of now ing section shall’ be substi- » 
forsoction 112 tuted, namely :—= Mid 
WILT of 1911, 


"119 (2). When any person subject to this Act 
“Pantone and ronie. asbeen convicted by 9. ~ 
sions. 


martial of any offenoethe 
Governor General in Council - 
or the Commander-in-Chief in India or, in the case 
of # sentence which he could have confirmed or 
which did not require confirmation, the officer 
commanding the army, army corps, division. or 
independent brigade in which such person at the 
time of his conviction was serving, or the pres) 
scribed officer may, 

(a) either without conditions or upon any 
conditions which the person sentenced 
accepts, lon the»person » or’ remit 
the whole or any’ paré g@ the punish- 
ment a 3 “oo 

(4) mitigate the punishment. aw: ~ ar, 

Cate ote Fi punishment for any’ Jess 

janishment or punishments “mentioned. 
Fate ‘st: a 

Provided that # sentence of tra tion shall 

not be commuted for a sentence o/ imprisonment 

for a term exceeding the term of transportation 

awarded by the Court. j 

9) If any condition on whid a person has 
fcr pasion ora aT becn remitted 
ig, in the opinion of the authorit, which granted 
the pardon or remitted La pa t, not fulfilled, 

Jhanthority may cancel tl mn orsremiasion, 
aot Haiti The soutenna of @ Court shali*be 
carried into effect as if such had not’ been 
granted or such punishmey had¥ nok ‘beon 

remitted : f 

Provided that, in the case ya reps sentenced 

t ‘ation or impristhent, such person 
all rgo only the une@red portion of his 
sentence. fi: 

hen under the piisions of section 49 
antecomasioned offer deemed to be ceduoed 

to the ranks, such reduct shall, for the pur- 

poses of this sectiomp beMAted as a punishment * 

awarded by sentence of a At-martial.’ 

tion “1208 the said Act, the 
state of sections shall be 
seostions, 136-4 and ined, namely :— 

in Act VIII of 


« Dispc Property, 
126A, When any gperty regarding which 
of 


= offence appears to have 
Orior for, susto’y A committed, or which 















‘4 proper 
sause | pending the conclusion of the 





custody of such py 

trial, and if the 
to speedy on natural 
such evidence as if 
sold or otherwise, 








crops! or brigade 

ee mak ah oder ot 
ier be thik si ose pon destruction, 
livery to any mn claiming to 
iene ‘possession , or otherwise, of 
y property or reer produced before before the 
Court on ested, oF which rad 

offence appears to i a 5 whch 


has been used for the sommiston of any of 


‘here any order has been 
n 


; wi 
x goat (1) ineres} Peds —" 
i eed 


(?) 
Lor 
of 
Mos 
Paes ne 


the same may, whother the 
within British India or not, be sent 
any or district 






he carried into offect as if it was an order 
by such M: under the provisions of the 
Code of Criminal edure, 1898, 
Explanution.—Inthis section the term “ pro- 
‘includes, in Yhe case of property is 
which an offence i hat bon soit, 
not only such as has been originally in 


the possession or und the control.of any party, 
Bat sso any property to or for which the same 


may have been con or exchanged, and any- 
t i sui version 
thin ae ce conversion of exchange 





: is THE SCHEDULE. 
i a 


Ispran Anux Aor, 191], To 
REPEALED, © 







(See section 26.) 





lh volves agents! Friiicat 
and the words — 


iin erreceiet 
‘sentence involves ha 

" ‘ho words “to prove the 

tf ae Sate 

; “ye 

198 0 (8. 

















A, P. MUDDIMAN, 
Beoratary to the Government of Indiay 
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£ ie toltowing ast of the Indian Legislative Council reooived tho assont of the Gove slor General ai 
~ ou'the 22nd Marc), bie and is hereby promulgated for general information -— ate 


| * Aor No, XII aga 
An dot to control ‘the withdrawal of capital from AS Gf the ia: Es ralagcedrahers 1918, 
_, he momy-narket by Companice, regetraton of) ori the Registrar shall uot. rye V1" °1191% 
. Gister a company, nor shall 


Wanvaas it isexps th present | eiiesteman” ae xy increase itsshare 
Cana to ae the withtfrawal of Nae debentures, ar ~~ 
ae ket by panies; Tt fo up eae mS less the,oguy-wovernor 





Senet That are i faba geal 
aie a te, I [omiy os come. : 

Pe saibesahie? _ (2) A license iaaued under sub-section (f) shall 

‘be subject to such conditions as the Governors 

General to Counell may think ft, and the holder 
ae daring a voici: of such license shalt penis with uny such condi- 


tions. 
and ‘Tor a period of made by or on behalf of » 
fe hor eee z. wih, the objet 
and exprijssions used in this Act aig ng ns + Prorat bee thet 
Me eget contravention of wee- issue of debentures, which is 





tion 8, to bo void, and in contravention of the SF 
'Y | calle to be -unenforee- Salons of secon 8; al be Ce 
nf ‘ “ ~*~ yoid, and any call ‘made by —— 






con. in contravention of the said a 
shall be unenforceable. —— 
ere, 


. P, MUDDIMAN, Tv 
Secretary 10 the Government of India, y 


